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PREFACE. 


O  the  fpirit  of  curfoiity  which  nature 
hiis  implanted  in  our  minds,  we  may  reafon- 
ably  afcribe  that  univerfal  homage  which  the 
genius  of  hiftory  has  received  from  countries 
polifli'ed  and  barbarous.  Under  the  influence 
of  this  paflion,  which  pervades  all  clafles, 
the  miferable  occupations  even  of  the  favage 
toe  not  furveyed  with  cold  indifferenc?  nor 
with  filent  contempt. 

From  the  various  fubje£ts  adapted  for  hiC* 
tbrical  cotnpofition,  I  have  been  inclined  to 
fclea  thofe  Revolutions,  which  have  as  deeply 
ihaken,  as  they  have  now  firmly  eftabliftied, 
the  mafly  fabric  of  the  Ruilian  empire,  in  the 
hope  of  communicating  to  the  Public  a  more 
particular  knowledge  than  has  hitherto  been 
obtained  of  thofe  occurrences,  which,  how- 
ever remote  from  our  times,  are  deferving  of 
fome  attention,  as  they  ferve  to  point  out 
and  explain  the  domeftic  caufes  which  pre-* 
A  3  vented 
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vented  Ruflia  from  afluming,  until  fo  late  a 
period,  her  proper  ftation  in  the  balance  of 
Europe.  Yet  how  diflScuIt  is  the  attainment, 
though  laudable  the  defire,  to  tread  in  the 
footfteps  of  truth  during  the  darknefs  and 
anarchy  of  her  early  age. 

Without  expatiating  on  the  nature  of  my 
fubjeft,  a  few  obfervations  may  not  difpleafe 
the  reader.  On  an  attentive  examination  of 
Ruflia,  I  was  at  laft  induced  to  think  and 
conclude  that  a  narrative  of  her  memorable 
tranfa^ions,  under  the  name  of  RevoluUoi;iS, 
might  excite  fooie  curiofity;  which  would  be 
but  faintly  kept  alive,  if  I  entered  too  mi-« 
nutely  on  the  details  of  a  hiftory,  abound-, 
ing  with  events  of  too  uniform  a  complesioa 
to  be  always  interefting. 

But  my  chofen  theme,  in  point  of  esecu-^ 
tion,  might  have  been  numbered  with  the. 
plans  of  the  fpeculative  theorill,  if  the  learned 
And  voluminous  hiftories  of  Levefque,  and 
of  his  rival  Le  Clerc,  whofe  knowledge  of 
the  Ruflian  language  and  (ituation  gave  them 
an  «afy  accefs  to  the  national  annals,  had  not 
afforded  me  fuch  a  fund  of  materials  as  might 
gratify  the  keeneft  appetite  for  hiilorical  re- 
ftarch. 

Yet, 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


PREFACE.  tS 

Vet^  akhocgh  I  haire  regarded  thtife  dill- 
gent  Freachmen  as  the  two  principal  hifto- 
rians  upon  whofe  folid  foundations  I  h&ve 
nuied  the  fuperfirudure  of  my  Revolutions, 
the  reader  will  perceive  that  my  duty,  as  well 
asiQcliQatioo,has.incited  me  to  explore  every 
literary  channel  within  my  reach,  in  the  with 
to  obtain  a  perfe^S;  iivfight  into  the  fubje6t  I 
have  ventured  to  treat. 

Attached  to  no  Ruffian  party,  and  too  far 
removed  to  be  infeded  by  their  fears  or  their 
prejudices,  I  have  prefumed,  in  deducing  the 
fevolutioa  of  Peter  the  Great,  as  indeed  in 
ctcry  other  revolution,  where  a  freedom  of 
opinion  could  be  fafely  admitted,  to  dedde 
for  myfelf,  without  fervilely  tranfcribing  the 
exaggerated  >nalevolence  of  one  writer,  or 
the  indifcriminate  partiality  of  another.  In 
the  view  of  the  internal  reformations  of  this 
great  man,  which^  under  circumdanceaadveriie 
vid  difcouraging,  were  profecuted  with  an 
unremitting  ardour  that  calls  for  the  eternal, 
giatitttde  of  his  country,  and  in  the  details 
of  his  private  life,  where  the  unbiaffed  and 
lefleding  mind  will  conned  even  the  extra- 
vagancies of  his  condud  with  ^n  ultimate 
tendency  to  the  improvement  of  his  people, 
4  I  have 
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I  have  laboured  to  impart  that  kind  of  infor^ 
mation  which  may  appear  both  entertaining 
and  inftrudive. 

The  fevere  critic  may  cehfure  the  intro* 
dudion  of  the  iixteenth  and  feventeenth  cen^ 
turies,  as  embracing  too  wide  a  range  from 
the  chief  objefl:  of  my  Work :  but  I  fliall  not 
confider  it  an  ufelefs  digreflion,  if  it  ferves  in 
the  leaft  to  relieve  the  mind  from  thofe  hor*. 
rible  fcenes  of  bloodflied  infeparable  from 
Ruffian  hiftory. 

As  I  ilill  think  fome  new  lights  might  be 
^cflefted  on  the  modern  revolution  of  the 
fecond  Catharine,  notwithftandlng  it  has  fo 
extenfively  engaged  the  accurate  and  labo-^ 
rious  attention  of  Mr.  Tooke ;  ihould  the 
public  opinion  prove  aufpicious  to  my  pre* 
fent  attempt)  I  may  feel  emboldened  to  add 
the  lad  link  to  a  chain  of  Revolutions,  which 
at  firft  contributed  to  check,  but  afterwards 
fo  greatly  to  extend,  the  pfofperity  and  re-» 
nown  of  the  empire. 

When  I  confider  that  the  writer^  who  un- 
dertakes to  decide  on  the  condud  of  paft 
ages,  has  impofed  on  himfelf  a  talk  which 
cannot  be  performed  to  his  own  nor  to  the 
public  fatisfadion,unlefsthc  beauty  of  virtue, 

the 
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the  deformity  of  vice,  the  zeal  of  patriotifmi 
and  the  guilt  of  rebellion,  are  exhibited  ia 
colours  no  lefs  ftriking  than  faithful ;  unlefa 
the  coDtradidiory  evidence  is  recorded  with 
the  utmoft  impartiality,  and  thof^  trivial 
caufeSy  which  fo  often  are  found  to  produce 
the  moft  important  eflfe&s,  developed  with  a 
critical  preciflon  ;  it  would  be  ignorance  not 
to  feel^  prefumption  not  to  avow,  my  diffi** 
dence  and  anxiety  for  the  favourable  recep* 
tioQ  o£  this  volume. 
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FIRST  REVOLUTION. 

Th  HatroJuiEhm  of  the  Varapans^  and  the  Fwndaikn  ^ 
MMarcby  by  their  Leader  RuriL 

'TPHE  infancy  of  all  nations  is  blended  in 
fabulous  confufion.  Of  fo  parfimonious 
and  coatradi&ory  a  nature  are  the  literary 
monuments  of  the  firfl:  periods  of  fociety^ 
that  a  wide  field  of  inquiry  prefents  itfelf  for 
the  exercife  of  our  intelledual  faculties.  And 
yet  it  generally  happens^  that  after  our  moft 
minute  refearches^  we  ftill  wander  itx  the 
labyrinths  of  error,  from  a  combination  of 
circumftances  utterly  irreconcileable ;  with 
fuch  radical  obftinacy  does  fidion  ufurp  tho 
icat  of  truth. 

But  perhaps  it  is  not  to  be  regretted,  that 
we  do  not  fee  any  gtimmering  light,  that  W9 
do  not  feel  any  refrelhing  air  of  hope,  break 
through  this  fobriq  of  obfcv^ity,  to  animate 
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the  further  ardour  of  our  purfuit;  for  the 
province  of  hiftory  is  violated,  vrhen  it  un- 
folds no  moral  exhibitioHi^  when  it  promotes 
no  virtuous  apd  rational  end. 

Without  therefore  involving  the  attention 
in  unprofitable  fpeculation,  it  may  be  per- 
mitted to  form  an  hypothefis,  which  is  not 
diftorted  by  eccentricity,  nor  enfeebled  by 
complication.     Perhaps,  with  fome  claim  to 
propriety  of  obfervation,  it  may  be  aflerted^ 
that  the  liberty  of  the   grofs  mafs  of  the 
people  was  firft  invaded  during  a  ftate  of  war ; 
where  one  man,  by  his  fuperior  elevation  of 
•  mind,  and  towering  difplay  of  bravery,  foon 
bears  down   the  primary  equality  of  thcif 
union.    This  long  duration  and  predominant 
paffion  for  warfare  among  ferocious  tribes, 
where  each  mercilefs  genius  could  have  its 
full  fcope,  and  yet  where  at  leaft  the  ap- 
pearance   of  agreement    was    fo   abfolutely 
neceffary  for  their  mutual  prefervation,  muft 
fweep.away  in  fome  degree  the  encroach- 
inents;  of  diforcJer,  and  attemper  the  minds 
of  the   people  to  fome    palpabTe  fhape    of 
obedience.     The  finifhing  ftrokc  to  the  work 
U  then  only  wanting:  the  flandard  of  order 
will  not  only  be  ereded,  but  eftablifhed,  if 
the  chief 's  equity  in  peace  be  commenfurate 
with  his  valour  in  war.  .    ► 

'    Perhaps,  from  bands   of  this  feeble  tex- 
ture^ from  this  mixture  of  force  and  confent^ 

the 
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the  rude  outlines  of  inftitutions  are  mellowed 
into  political  perfedions.  Hence  the  pro^ 
grefs  of  empire;  and  hence  perhaps  arife, 
falhioned  by  the  operation  of  moral  and 
phyfical  caufes,  the  various  forms  of  govern- 
ment throughout  the  different  parts  of  the 
globe. 

It  is  about  the  ninth  century,  that  the  cloud 
of  darknefs  which  involved  the  immenfe  re- 
^on  of  Ruffia,  begins  to  be  difpelled  by  the 
f^iit  gleams  of  hiftoric  light ;  an  air  of 
veracity  accompanies  the  chronicles  which 
commemorate  the  events  of  that  period ;  and 
we  for  the  firft  time  learn,  that  along  th« 
ihores  of  the  Dnieper,  the  Neva,  and  the 
Volkhof,  dwelt  a  race  of  people,  whofe  ge* 
nealogy  was  venerable  '• 

'  Pnde  and  ignorance  have  fuggefted  manj  fanciful  idea^ 
on  the  Raffian  origin.  The  bewildered  imagination  of  fomt 
writers,  hare  ibavched  even  thp  Scripturet,  in  the  vain  hopf 
of  difcovering  fbme  cine  to  guide  them  (n  their  etymologies 
ef  the  Ruffian  name.  Hear  the  refult  of  their  lucubrations : 
"  Ec  ^uoniam  ab  Echectele  prc^hetay  Gog  princepSt  Rofch^ 
M«fix]i»  ee  Thubal.  Rofch  funt  Rufli ;  Mefech.  Mofi ;  et 
Thttbai,  Tobolfcenes.''  See  Sigifred  Bayer's  t^uable  dif- 
lertation*  De  On'gine  RufTorumt  Comment.  Academ.  Pe« 
titftpoHtaiufe,  torn.  viii.  p.  399.  Other  authors  are  quoted 
by  Herbelot  in  his  Bibliothequc  OriAitale,  as  embracing  this 
fabnloQs  opiaion.  Page  721.  The  ttaderi  wKo  may  mifh 
to  obtain  a  copious  and  aiithenlic  account,  of  the  ancient 
ichabitants  of  Ruffia,  we  refer  %o  the  introdu6liOn  of  Mr. 
Tooke's  Hiflory  of  RufTia,  who  has  laboured  with  much 
happineis  to  explore  and  difcriminate  their  various  origins  1 
▼ol.  L  p.  I— 4i-  . 

Bz  The 
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The  ilaves,  or  as  they  are  vulgarly  calleil 
Sclavonians,  like  the  faftidious  Athenians 
could  boaft  themfelves  tq  be  the  Aborigines 
of  the  foil  which  they  inhabited.  Their 
principal  city,  denominated  Slavenfk%  wai 
fituated  near  the  lake  Ilmen.  But  afterwards^ 
compelled  by  the  triple  fcourge  of  war,  pef- 
tilence,  and  famine,  to  abandon  this  feat  of 
their  anceftors,  their  adivity  and  numbers, 
conftru6led  on  the  banks  of  the  Volkhcrf, 
the  new  capital  of  Novgorod  *,  which  rnain^ 
fained,  above  three  hundred  years,  her  proud 
fuperiority  of  rank,  amidft  all  the  fiioeks  of 
ravaging  ambition. 

The  rough  minds  of  the  Novgorodians, 
though  enflaved  by  prejudice,  and  enveloped 
by  ignorance,  did  not  affect  to  condemn 
the  lucrative  arts  of  commerce.  Their  iitua* 
tlon  was  commodious  for  an  intercourfe  of 
trade  with  the.  people  refiding  on  both  fiiores 
of  th(^  Baltic ;  and  their  adventurous  fpirit 
enabled  them  to  exchange  with  the  merchants 
of  Gonftantinople  ^  their  native  commodities 

of 

*  Mr.  Tooke  fecms  inclined  to  caft  si  ikade  of  doubt  cm 
the  exiHenct  of  this  citj.    Vol.  i.  p.  35K 

^'Levefque,  Hiftoire  de  RulEe.  (lamboorg  et  Brunfwick* 
i8co.  Tom.  i.  p.  57.  "  JEque  incena  fama  de  Novgorodii 
urbif  ongine/'  it  the  Uf^atiiGi^orf  expreiSon  of  the  learned 
and  critical  Bayer.  See  De  Ortgme  Ru^Tornmy  Comment. 
Acadtm.  Pctfopolitans,  torn.  viii.  p.  435. 

^  In  the  tenth  century  the  ions  of  RuiSa  were  inttmatetj'' 
kaown  to  the  Greeks,  as  tnaj  be  ften  in  that  curious  me« 

snorial 


Digitized  by  CjOOQLC 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA. 

ef  waXy  fuFi,  corn,  and  hydromel,  for  the 
foreign  and  enervating  luxuries  of  filk  and 
wine*  From  Lithuania,  even  to  the  moun« 
tains  which  form  the  boundary  of  Siberia, 
and  from  BieUozero  and  the  lake  of  Roftof, 
even  to  the  White  Sea,  their  dignity  was 
gratified^  and  their  vengeance  appeafed  by 
tributary  ofierings* 

This  extent  of  power,  this  advaacement 
in  induftry,  this  friendly  and  hoftiie  inter- 
coorfe  with  remote  nations,  foon  acquired  to 
their  arms  the  refped  of  their  more  im- 
poveriihed  and  unenlightened  neighbours* 
We  recognize  at  once  their  ftreogth  and 
Security,  in  this  arrogant  exclamation,  ^*  Who 
ihall  dare  to  relift  the  gods  and  the  great 
Novgorod  ?" 

Commerce  has  always  been  confidered  the 
handoEiaid  of  liberty  j  and  on  this  fpot,  where 
now  are  exercifed  at  leaft  the  forms  of  del^ 
potifm,  exifted,  in  the  times  we  are  recording, 
a  republican  government.     "  The  principle 


noml  of  die  gcogratphy  and  trade  given  by  the  emperor 
Conftantine  Porphyrogenicus»  De  Adminill.  Imperii^  c.  a* 
P-55»  5*-  c.  9.  p.  59— 61.  c  13.  p.  63—67.  c.  37.  p.  io6. 
C.42,  p.  II a,  113.  The  reader  may  alfd  fee  tlie  induftry. 
<i  Bayer,  by  the  afHftance  of  Rudian  and  Scandinavian. 
Chronicles  and  Traditions»  advantageoufly  employed  on  thif 
tvhjtO,  in  his  valuable  diifertatlon,  De  Ceographia  Raflix 
▼idnanimquc  Regionum*  circiter  A.  C.  9B4  in  Commcntf 
Academ.  Pctrop.  torn.  ix.  p.  367—422,  torn.  x.  p.  371 — 
4<9- 
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of  a  popular  ftatc  is  virtue  * ",  according  to 
the   philofophical  •  Montefquieu  :    but   what 
rapid  ftrides  to  the  genuine  inheritance  of 
virtue  could  be  expefted  from  a  people,  wal- 
lowing like  the  reft  of  their  countrymen,  in 
•  profound  ignorance ;  where  the  only  fpur  to 
wealth  was  the  love  of  opprefBon  or  of  ava- 
rice; and  where  mutual  hatred*  had  prepared 
the  way  for  diffenfions,  thofe  inlets  to  popular 
anarchy,  violence,  and  rapine ! 
A.  D>     '    To  marihal  fuch  a  turbulent  people  in  a 
decorous  and  fyftematic  array,  to  allay  the 
fpirit  of  difcontent  without  weakening  the 
eflGcacy  of  fubordination,  required  the  fug- 
geftions  of  a  mind  invigorated  by*  zeal,  and 
matured  by  experience.     Unfortunately  for 
the  drooping  liberties  of  the  Novgorodians, 
they  poflefled  no  charader  fo  gifted. 

To  harmonize,  therefore,  the  jarring  parts 
of  their  ftate,  they  were  conftrained  to  folicit 

'  Pc  I'Efprit  des  Loix ;  a  Geneve,  1749  ;  liv  iii.  c  3.  p.  19. 

*  *'  De  mutuis  odiorum  facibus  inflammati,  czortis  deni* 
que  graviffimis  fcdition4bus.*'  Sec  Mofcovidcarum  Au^lores 
rarii,  Francofurti,  i6co,  in  1  vol,  fol.,  p.  3.  This  noble 
author  was  twice  difpatched  on  embaffies  to  Ruflia,  firft 
by  the  Ennperor  Maximilian,  and  afterwards  by  the  Em- 
peror Ferdinand.  His  diligence  and  fituation  enabled  him 
to  acquire  much  information:  and  that  he  has  not  been 
iparmg  of  it  to  his  readers,  may  be  teftlfied  in  his  own 
wAd  the  ieveral  other  works  which  compofc  this  refpeflable 
volume*  Let  xne  here  add,  that  the  feveral  writers  who 
relatcff  in  the  fixtccnth  century,  the  Ififtory  of  Ruflia  in  the 
Latin  language,  are  far  fuperior  in  their  compofitions  to  a^y 
fther  foreigners  of  a  fubfequent  date. 

the 
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the  prote&ion  of  a  race,  furious  iu  adverfity, 
tyrannical  in  fucce^B,  inflruded  to  qonfider 
courage  as  the  only  virtue,  pufillanimity  as 
the  only  crime,  the  fword  the  only  authority, 
and  proud  to  furmount  every  arduous  obftacle 
by  a  fpoQtaneous  and  unconquerable  perfe** 
verance. 

From  th^  bleak,  regions  of  Norway,  Swe- 
den, and  Denmarkf  emerged  this  fwann  of 
barbarians,  whofe  valorous  atchievements  (q 
fpeedily  obtained  the  fear  of  thek  en&mies. 
At  the  firR  found  of  the  horn,  they  darted 
from  their  gloomy  forefts,  feized  their  arms, 
encircled  their  leader,  afcended  their  barks, 
and  explored  every  coaft  in  fearch  of  naval  and 
military  enterprife.  The  fpirit  of  predatory 
eaterprife  pervaded  and  animated  all  the  Scan- 
dinavian youth*  In  the  defign  of  indulging 
this  favourite  purfuit,  they  firft  approached 
the  Baltic.  From  thence,  they  came  to  the 
eaftem  (hores,  the  abode  of  Fennic  and  ScU- 
vonian  tribes :  and  the  primitive  Ruffians  of 
the  lake  Ladoga  paid  a  tribute,  the  fkins  of 
fquirrels,  to  thefe  ftrangers,  on  whom  they  be- 
llowed the  name  of  Varagian8,.or  Corfairs\ 

Gunning 

^  See  Theophilas  Sigifiaed  Bayer  de  Varagisi  in  Comment. 
Academ.   Petropolitanx,  torn.  iv.  p.  .275 — 311.     Sec  like- 
wife  Herbeftein,  p.  2. — This  name,  however,  feems  com- 
mon to  all  who  ikllied  forth  on  piratical  expeditions*    Ne(lor» 
ibt  eariieft  and   bell  of  Ruffian  annaiifts,  whofe  chronicle 
Me$  ia  tb^  T^^r  iixjf  but  which  was  obfcure  until  pub- 
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Cunning  and  feverhy  marked  the  charader 
of  their  leader  Rurik ;  prone  to  hear,  inex- 
orable to  punifh,  life  and  death  hung  on  his 
decidon,  and  he  adminiftered  them  with  fmall 
attention  to  impartial  juftice.  His  brothers 
Sinaas  and  Truvor  were  his  alibciates  in 
power,  his  equals  in  rugged  brutality,  his 
.fuperiors,  perhaps,  in  defperate  boldnefs. 

Such  were  the  men  feleded  by  the  re- 
jpublicans  of  Novgorod  to  purge  their  city 
from  the  impurities  of  difcord,  and  to  repel 
the  formidable  incurfions  df  their  neighbours, 
who,  profiting  by  the  diftradion  of  their  in* 
teftine  feuds  and  divifions,  purfued  their  fuc- 
cefles  with  unceafing  adivity  and  boldnefs* 
In  their  firft  connexions  with  the  natives, 
they  were  content  to  appear  in  the  unfuf- 
picious  garb  of  friends  and  allies  againft  their 
inland  foes ;  but  afterwards '  they  changed 

the 

■"^IIW^— M^    ■«■■  ■■Hl»l  I  1  ■  I        ^^,^M^  „,  ,  .i— ^|^» » 

lilhed  ac  St.  Peteribargk«  1767,. in  410,  ex|ux&l)r  fays,  that 
tliej  were  Swedifli,  Nonpaiiy  £nglifli»  and  Ruffian  Varages. 
Sfic  a  Note  of  Mr,  Tooke»  in  his  Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  vol.  i, 
p.  142,  In  his  Antiquites  de  la  Ruffie,  torn.  i.  p.  47.  and 
in  page  60,  Levefqae  ftyJes  them  Varaignes-Rufles.  Al- 
though it  is  utterly  hnpoffible  to  account  fatisAftorily  for 
the  prefcnt  name  of  this  mighty  empire*  yet  Levefque'^ 
eipreffion  implies,  that  thefe  Varagiansi  already  bore  th« 
name  of  RafikuiSt     , 

*  The  chronology  of  M.  Levefque  foes  A.  D.  86a  for  the 
year  in  which  Rurik  accepted  their  involuntary  oaths  of  allc'^ 
giance;  while  hiftoriant  of  lefs  accuracy  and  infonnatioa 
pr^fent  him  v»*«th  the  ■  reins  of  govcrameat  at  aa  earlier 
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t&e  clitn&er  of  dependents  into  tnaftersi 
and  Ruiik  became  the  founder  of  a  dynafty 
which  reined  above  feven  hundred  years* 

Tlioie  who  cootemplate  the  events  of  hif* 
torj  with  the  telefcope  of  philofophy,  muft 
be  indioed  to  rejed  the  idle  opinion  of  the 
cbienide^  which  aflerc  that  the  flaves  of 
Novgorod  Airrendered  their  rights  by  their 
own  free  and  unanimous  confent^  The 
testimony  of  all  ages  informs  us,  freedom  is 
a  plant  of  fo  hardy  a  growth,  that  it  canaoC 
be  entirely  choaked  up  but  by  weeds  of 
peftilerpus  ranknefe.  A  love  for  their  native 
privileges  can  therefore  be  well  fuppofed  to 
have  taken  a  deep  root  in  the  heartaof  the 
Novgorodians,  although  their  ideas  of  civii 

period.  See  Republica  Mofcovitica,  Lugd.  Batav.  1630, 
p.  5 ;  Hiftoire  des  Czars^  torn.  i.  p.  7. ;  and  Williams's 
Rife,  Progrefs,  and  prefent  State  of  the  Northern  Govern^ 
ments,  vol.  ii.  p.  15.  The  date  of  the  laft  writer^  how* 
crer,  may  be  called  accurate,  compared  to  the  two  former* 

'  I  (hall  here  tranfcribe  a  paflage  from  a  writer,  who 
tnms  a  ready  ear  of  belief  to  this  improbable  tranfa<9ton  : 
^  ReKqui  Tero  circa  Umenfem  lacum  RufS  Goftomiflelamt 
mi  Norgorodiaxn  urbem-  Patriam  jam  turn  potentem,  8t 
dndum  fui  generis^  fplendide  ampliavit,  de  duce  fibi  eligendo 
confiiia^re.  Is  cam  fine  prole  eflet  mafcula,  funrnia,  qui 
pollebat  prudentia,  &  magnanimitatej  author  Ruflis  fuit 
esteros  fibi  reges  quxrendi/'  In  his  next  fentence  he  fixes 
die  time  when  tfaefe  three  brothers  were  called  to  their  new 
government  by  the  iniluence  of  this  fage  citizen.  Set 
Jacobus  Rcotenfels  de  Rebus  Mofchovittci^,  Patavii',  16S0, 
tib«  L  p.  35.  Wc  are  ftill  more  furprifed  to  read  in  the 
iufible  pifef  of  Herbeftein,  that  the  Rtiflians  voluntarily 
fHveSed  theoilietvei  with  the  badge  of  foreign  fervicude. 

liberty 
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fiberty  '*'  muft  have  been  fo  crade  and  de* 
fedive.  Are  we  not  then  authorlfed  in  con* 
eluding,  that  their  weaknefs,  not  their  wil^, 
fiibmitted  them  to  the  permanent  ccMnmand 
of  thefe  ftrangers  ? 

The  three  brothercr,  Rurik,  Sinaus,  and 
Truvor^  anxious  to  preferve  the  dominions 
entrufted  to  their  care,  refolved  to  fix  their 
reddence  on  the  three  principal  frontiers  of 
the  republic.  A  juft  fenfe  of  the  common 
intereft  and  danger  urged  Rurik  to  eftabliik 
lu6  feat  of  government  near  the  Volkhof^ 
and  to  raife  the  town  '*  of  Ladoga,  which 

his 

'•  The  word  Liberty  has  been  lately  fo  mtrch  stbofed, 
and  twifted  into  fo  many  incongruous  (hapes,  by  the  artifices 
of  fadious  men,  that  we  muf^  trouble  the  reader  with  a 
lentence  or  two  on  this  fubje^l^  that  we  may  not  be  afTo- 
clated  with  thofe  who  confidcr  her  altar  only  to  be  found 
in  the  Republic  of  France.  In  our  ideas  of  liberty^  wc 
do  not  agree  with  the  definition  given  by  Juftinian  in  his 
Inftitutcs ; — •*  Facultas  ejus,  quod  cuique  facere  libet,  nifi 
quod  vi  aut  jure  prohibetur  ;*'  lib,  i.  tit.  iii*  De  Jure  Pcr- 
fonarom;  which  has  been  fo  unworthily  adopted  by  the 
^  penjctration  of  the  great  Biackftone,  in  his  Commentaries^ 
Tol.i.  p.  6— -ia5,  Chriflian's  edition ; — but  with  that  ornament 
of  our  church,  Archdeacon  Paley,  who  open$  his  admirable 
chapter  upon  Civil  Liberty,  with  the  following  definition  : 
*'  Civil  liberty  is,  the  not  being  reftrained  by  any  law  but 
what  conduces  in  a  greater  degree  to  the  public  welfare*'* 
See  Paley's  Philofophy,  twelfth  edition,  voKii.  chap..T.  p.  164* 
•  «•  Claude  Duret,  in  his  Trefor  de  I'Hiftoire,  &c.  &c.  Co- 
logne, Z613,  p.  864,  rightly  places  the  firft  refidence  of  Rurik 
at  Ladoga.  The  ftadon  of  his  two  brothers  is  not  quite 
fo  clear,  in  the  opinion  of  fomc  writers.  The  indefatigable 
Bayer,  has.  produced  their  difcordan]t  accounu  in  his  tnge- 
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ibis  caution  induced  him  to  furround  with 
ft  rampart  of  earth,  now  called  Old  Ladoga^ 
fram  a  new  city  being  eredled  near  this  an^ 
tient  place  by  the  munificent  fpirit  of  the 
fkgacious  Peter. 

Here  his  military  genius  was  difplayed  in 
preventing  the  inroads  of  the  maritime  peo- 
ple, who,  flimulated  by  the  hope  of  plunder, 
might  endeavour  to  hurl  deflifudion  on  the 
ftate  of  Novgorod,  by  entering,  the  Volkhof 
irom  the  lake  Ladoga.     BieUozero  received 
the  perfon  of  Sinaus ;  its  ficuation  was  then 
on  the  northern  (hore  of  the  lake  of  the  fame 
name,  wliich  Vladimir  the  firft  was  after* 
wards  to  convey  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chefna. 
The  execution  of  his  duty  confided  in  be- 
fiowing  a  conftant  attention  on  the  move*- 
ments   of  the   Biarmians,   whofe   territories 
were  perhaps  no  lefs  populous  than  extenfive; 
that  large  trad;  of  country  which  ftretchcs 
from  the   lake  Ladoga   to   the  Dvina,  was 
entirely  pofiefied  by  thefe  reftlefs  and  confe- 
quently  dangerous  neighbours  ;  and  a  writer, 
whofe  diligence  and  critical  accuracy  have 
been  rewarded  with  the  valuable  praife  of 
producing   the   heft   hiftory  of  Ruflia,    has 
hazarded  a  conjedure,  that  their  dominions 

Bious  and  learned  treatife  Dc  Geographia  Ruffi«  vicinarnm- 
qat  Regionam,  circiter  A.  D-  984.  in  Comment.  Academ. 
fttropoUtSLDX,  torn,  x,  p.  ^14, 

reached 
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Kiched  even  to  theeoafts  of  the  Frozen  Sea, 
imd  to  the  mountains  which  now  feparate 
ancient  Ruffia  from  the  icy  regions  of  Si-* 
beria  '*•  liborik,  near  Pfcove,  was  the  allotted 
ftation  of  Truvor ;  by  his  courage  and  pru- 
dence, the  Tfchudes,  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  Livonia,  were  to  be  awed  into  a  temperate 
fubjedion. 

This  wife  diftrtbution  of  their  feyeral  feati 
of  government,  muQ  not  only  evince  to  the 
obferving  reader  on  what  defigns  and  coo* 
dicions  the  Varagian  brothers  were  called  by 
the  repobticans  of  Novgorod,  but  likewife 
widi  what  a  watchful  eye  they  for  a  time 
regarded  the  obfervance  of  thefe  terms,  fo 
fatally  granted,  fo  precarioufly  held,  and  fo 
Irrecoverably  loft.  In  the  tumult  of  war,  in 
the  indolence  of  peace,  they  feized  with  avidity 
each  favourable  moment  of  teftifying  their 
abhorrence  of  royalty,  their  love  for  equa«> 
Fity  '\ 

The  dread,  therefore,  of  a  powerful  rcvok, 
obliged  Rurik  for  fome  time  to  uphold  the 

"  Levefque»  vol.  i.  p.  6i.  Among  other  writers  of  great 
refpe^abiltty,  Mr*.  Tooke  has  thrown  his  offering  of  praife 
ttA  this  ▼oluminous'work  of  the  learned  and  critical  French* 
man)  and  none  will  difpute  that  his  gift  is  no  lefs  un« 
exceptionable  than  free  and  fpontaneons. 

'*  We  will  venture  to  prognofticatei  that  as  the  reader 
advances  In  theft  revolutions,  he  will  rarely  have  to  accufe 
their  dcftendants  of  diiplaying  either  hf  w#rd  or  deed,  fuch 
prefomptuoiif  raihoefs* 

totter* 
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totteridg  tommonwealth  in  the  humble  capa* 
city  of  its  aSLiyc  monitor,  its  faithful  guardian^ 
and  delegated  general.  But  thofe  who  arCl 
called  in  to  proted,  will  not  long  be  contented 
Without  feeking  the  means  to  command ;  and 
as  the  hopes  of  Rurik  were  dfawn  from  the 
weakneis  of  his  adverfaries,  in  conjundton 
with  talents  peculiarly  adapted  to  condud  the 
moft  hazardous  defigns,  he  foon  fucceeded  ia 
cooTcrting  the  republic  of  Novgorod  into  an 
bdependent  fovereignty  ■\ 

It  muft  not,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  flaves  of  Novgorod  tamely  fubmitted  their 
necks  to  the  galling  yoke,  without  firft  em« 
plo^g  every  expedient  which  their  fcanty 
refources  could  fumiih  to  defeat  and  to  puni(h 
the  perfidy  of  the  Scandinavian  prince^ 

On  the  firft  difcovery  c^  his  open  violation 
of  their  original  compad,  with  all  the  paffion 
and  precipitancy  of  betrayed  men,  they  dif^ 
claimed  that  obedience  which  their  proud 
and  reftlels  difjpofidons  had  ever  paid  with 
t^dance  and  impatience;  and  to  convince 
dieir  invader  that  the  idea  of  a  republic 
was  as  much  kept  alive  in  their  a^ons,  as 
in  their  thoughts,  ^ey  entrufted  their  lives 

**  *^lh  oiiveiitfl  tutmt  {eiconfidercr  commt  criaAcien  dm 
ctt  PrinceSt  et  comme  pouvaiit  vencrer  dans  tous  kttr  droits^ 
/ii  a'ecoicnt  pay^  ptr  let  {ecoors  qu'Ut  atttndoie^t/' 
Hybire  Fhyfiqoc^  Monde,  Cmlc»  ec  Politique^  de  la  Ruffif« 
andauie  et  moderae.    Par   M.  Du  Chic^  \  Paris,  .^27^3  • 

It  and 
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and  caufe  into  the  haQd$  of  Vadime,  a  Nor^ 
^rodian  citizen,  whofe  dariog  boldnefs  ia 
the  field  had  purchafed  him  the  enviable  title 
o£the  Valiant,  from  the  gratitude  and  admi-- 
ration  of  hi3  countrymen. 

But  vi£kory  does  not  always  fupport  the 
fcales  of  juftice ;  and  all  the  generous  ftrug-* 
gles  of  Vadime  to  preferve  the  native  indcr 
pendence  of  the  great  Novgorod  '%  inftead  of 
blunting  the  courage  of  his  opponents,  onJ^y 
ferved  more  to  augment  th^ir  a^tiyity  axui  (O 
exafperate  their  rnalide*        .    . .    i   ' 

The  unequal  contefl:  was  fbon  decided } 
Rucik  met,  engaged,  and  difcomfited  them. 
Every  incentive  to  perfiftance  in  their  caufQ 
was  checked  by  Rurik's  tranfpiercing  with, 
his  own  fword  the  breaft  of  t]\t  patriotic 
Vadime^  who  d^ed  without  even  the  fa^is- 
fadion  of  a  glorious  revenge  '^  , 

When  we  confider  the  Varagian  firft  ftart- 
ing  from  the.ihades  of  obfcudty,  his  recep- 
tion, and  the  terms  of  agreement  with  d%$ 
NQVgorodian  ;ftate,  and  the  duration  of  tiniA 
his  defcendants  maintained  and  enjoyed  aa 

*'  ^'  La  Ubelt^,"  fays  the  eloquent  and  eccentric  Citizen  of" 
Geneva,  *f  eft  un  aliment  de  bon  foc»  mais  d«  forte  digcftion  ^ 
U  faut  des  eftomacs  bien  fains  poar  le  fupporter.*'  See 
OeuTres  de  RotiiTeau,  torn.  viii.  Politique^  p.  311.  The  tsifte 
of  this  deiirable  food  vroiiM  have  only  proved  lMtter»  poiH^ 
baps,  to  the  poor  'Ruffians,  as  they  were  prechided  froiA 
ail  its  benefits  by  their  mental  condition. 

**  LeCferc^  com.i«  p.  ^8.  . 

authority 
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aothority  aimoft  unexampled  m  the  annals  of 
mcient  or  modern  hiftorjr,  this  revolutiony 
akhongh  little  calculated  to  excite  the  intereft 
of  the  reader  who  folely  delights  in  the  view 
of  civilized  icenes,  yet  may  tiot  be  confidored 
wholly  undeferving  of  attention. 

Inftead,  however,  of  endeavouring,  accord** 
ing  to  the  maxims  of  found  policy,  to  con-* 
dilate  the  efteem  and  afie^ion  of  the  vati- 
quiflied,  by  an  heroic  difpiay  of  clemency^ 
the  iuccelTes  of  Rurik  only  rendered  him 
more  implacable.  Whoever  was  audacious 
by  his  credit  with  the  people — whoever  Was 
formidable  by  his  defpair— whoever  had 
fhewn  the  fmalleft  countenance  to  the  infor-^ 
redion  of  Vadime,  had  committed  crimes 
which  no  juftification  could  vindicate,  no 
penitence  abfolve.  Their  cries  of  fupplica- 
don,  their  promifes  of  obedience,  were  alike 
difregarded;  and  the  flern  conqueror  did  not 
iheathe  his  (Word  until  it  was  no  lefs  dif- 
coloured  by  the  blood  of  innocence  than 
guilt ''• 

Soon  after  this  difgufting   butchery,  he      S64. 
iaw  his  fway  enlarged  by  the  death  of  his 

'7  It  is  a  difficult  queftion»  perhaps^  to  decide,  whether 
Star  or  revenge  had  the  greateft  (hare  in  this  maffacrt  of 
tke  raiMittiihed.  We  might  be  iocHned  to  attribute  it  folely^ 
to  the  foraier»  if  hiftory  and  experience  did- not  manifetl  to 
u  the  cIo£b  fjmpatbj  of  th«&  two  pafllons. 

two 
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two  "  brothers,  who  left  do  oflipriiig  to  fup« 
ply  their  placea«  Their  appanages  confoled 
him  fot  their  lofs;  and  thofe  four  confi« 
derahk  lakes,  the  Ladoga,  Onega,  Peypus, 
and  Biel-ozero,  then  became  the  boundaries 
of  his  kingdom  ''•  Regardlefe  of  adorning 
his  vi&ory  with  the  alluring  pidure  of  hu* 
manity,  yet  in  the  diftribution  of  domains, 
acquired  by  fo  much  blood,  and  fo  little 
juftice,  may  perhaps  be  traced  the  outlines  of 
i  confummate  arrangement* 

Filled,  beyond  doubt,  with  the  moil  di£> 
quieting  apprehenfions  of  the  deep  hatred  of 
an  aggrieved  people,  his  wifdom,  and  not 
his  generofity,  ailigned  to  the  mod  eminent 
of  his  chiefs fome  cities*'',  or  rather  flraggUog 

*■  Tbe  name  of  thcfc  two  brothers  h-as  given  birth  to  an 
kiterefting  tragedy,  hj  Soutfharokoff.  His  fcenes,  althoagk 
extremely  deficient  in  the  reprefentation  of  hidorical  truth* 
yet  are  in 'general  finilhed,  as  far  as  his  fubjeft  >\'lli  admiCt 
-with  fuch  a  chafte  yet  rich  colouring*  thai  he  deferred  to  be 
called  the  Racim  of  Ruffia.  The  poet,  however;  utters  fome 
fentimenu  relative  to  the  condudl  and  duty  of  fovereigns»  ais 
we  fhould  have  thought  would  not  have  lived  in  the  dcfpottc 
atmofphere  of  the  lluiiian  court.  He  makes  the  hero  of  his 
ftory*  the  princely  Sinaf,  obfervc»  "  qac  notre  gloire  fafle  la 
gloire  des  nos  peuples*  que  notrc  bonheur  foit  leur  proQ>erit^» 
et  ne  cherchons  notre  felicity,  qut  pour  rendre  les  antres 
heureux.  Si  m9trt  intiret  ifi  mujlkli  k  n§s  ptufiitt  c9  li'^  qu* 
tnteret,  bmiteuM  it  mifri/ahltJ*  AAe  iecond»  p.  2S.  Sinare  et 
Trouvoire>  Trajedie  Rtiflie,  faite  par  M.  SoomarokofiTf  €t 
traduite  en  Fran9ois,  par  le  Prince  Dolgoroufky. 

•9  Le  Gere,  torn.  i.  p.  96. 

^  Herbeftein  greatly  diminifhes  the  vaTue  of  thdfir  girft*  by 
thdt  words:  **  Caftros  inter  imicos  ct  famulos  divifit.- 
Remm  Molcov.  Comment.  p«  3, 

villages  ; 
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Tillages :  but  it  is  undetermined  whether  they 
hekl  and  received  thefe  military  benefices,  or 
fiefa,  as  iadepepdent  and  permanent  pofTef^ 
(ions,  or  only  during  his  pleafure,  and  ii) 
fahordijiation  to  his  fupreme  command. 

From  this  meafure  he  derived  many  he^ 
oeficial  confeqnences.  That  habitual  fpirit 
of  inquietude  which  formed  fo  prominent  a 
feature  in  thefe  undifciplined  leaders,  and 
which  in  the  indolence  of  peace  would  have 
inevitably  excited  them  to  fome  popular  com* 
motion,  was  happily  directed  to  guard  the 
frontiers  from  the  harafling  attacks  of  the 
forrounding  nations;  while  his  own  endea- 
vours to  eftablifh  his  feat  of  government  on  a 
more  folid  foundation  were  thus  fafely  pro- 
fecuted,  by  an  abfence  which  left  him  nothing 
to  dread  from  the  jealous  4nd  encroaching 
fpirit  of  thefe  ariftocratical  nobles. 

Having  adopted  thefe  neceifary  precautions 
for  the  welfare  of  his  eftates,  perhaps  in  the 
4e(ign  of  filencing  effe<ftually,  by  his  prefence, 
the  voice  of  difafie£i:ion,  he  transferred  his 
refidence  to  Novgorod,  which  a  wife  pre- 
caution for  his  own  and  the  public  fafety 
urged  him  to  encompafs  with  a  rampart  of 
earth,  fupported  by  (lout  palifades,  which 
embraced^  according  to  their  rude  and  fcanty 
ideas,  all  the  complex  principles  of  fortifica* 
tion  ".     But  it  is  not  the  momentary  glance, 

V  Lcvcfque,  torn.  i.  p.  64.  ^ 

c  m 
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hot  the  circumfped  look,  which  mull  guard 

the  throne  frMn.  the  dangers  of  treafon ;  and 

Rurik,  too  much  engroffed  in  carrying  into 

execution  his  plan  of  interior  ftability,  the 

chief  obje£t,  it  feems,  of  his  policy,  and  fole 

employment  of  his  time,  perceived  not  the 

gathering  ftorm,  fo  pregnant  with  mifchief 

and  danger  on  its  firft  appearance. 

.   Froud  of  their  paft  fortune,  and  difcoa** 

tented  with  their  prefent  date,  the  inftrumeAts 

of  his  greatnefs,  his  own  Varagian  chiefs, 

had  nearly  reduced  the  Scandinavian  con*» 

queror  of  Novgorod  to  the  moft  abjed  mU 

fery,  the  moft  fervile  condition.    Thefe  men, 

saft  in  the  rudeft  mould  of  nature,  beheld 

with  difappointment  and  rage  that  fiame  of 

rapacity  which   originally  burnt  with  fuch 

vehement  fury  in  their  prince  s  breaft,  fud- 

denly  damped  by  his  undivided  attention  tQ 

the  eftablifhment  of  civil  order  and  internal 

defence,  occupations  fo  little  congenial  to  the 

temper  of  the  men  and  the  fpirit  of  the  times. 

Difdaining,  therefore,  this  pacific  and  tem^  ' 
porifing  caution,  and  panting  once  more,  per- 
haps, to  return  to  their  favage  manners,  and 
«  to  derooliih  the  bands  of  fociety,  they  (hook 
off  their  allegiance,  and  eniifted  themfelvea 
under  the  banners  of  Oikold  and  Dir,  the 
two  fovereigns  of  Kief  or  Kiow  ^* ;  but  who« 

ther 

^  We  nuft  cqpfiefs  that  w«  wrt  rather  fnrprifed  in  not 
ijl0^fftTirtfr^  14  Mr.  Tookft*s  inteUigent  Htftorj  ef  Ruffia, 

fenttf 

\ 
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t&cr  they  may  be  fo  called  from  bereditarf 
light,  or  fu>m  fucc^ikiul  ufurpation,  is  in^ 
▼olved  io  doubtful  tradition  *^ 

The  new  raiied  pillars  of  the  Novgorodian 
ftate  would  now  perhaps  hare  tottered  to 
their  very  bafis  by  the  defpeiate  invafion  of 
thele  rebels,  who  might  have  aroufed  the 
Slavonians  once  more  from  their  lethargy,  by 
the  cries  of  revenge,  if  their  departure  had 
proved  a  deliverance,  inflead  of  a  change 
of  fervitude.  Thus  fortunately  the  powers 
of  Rttrik  efcaped  all  injury  in  this  paffing 
tempelt 

After  this  alarming  revolt,  the  meafures  of 
the  Varagian  chief  feem  to  have  been  taken 
with  fuch  wifdom,  performed  with  fuch 
vigour,  and  followed  up  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
Bofpirit  of  mutiny  again  appeared  to  difturb  his 
goverament ;  and  he  pafled  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  the  bolbm  of  fecurity  and  peace. 
He  died  after  a  reign  of  feventeen  years,  S79. 
cooimitdng  his  infant  fon  Igor  to  the  care 
and  prote^on  of  his  kinfman  Oleg. 

At  the  diftance  of  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred years,  when  the  black  cloud  of  legends 
fi)  much  darkens  the  light  of  truth,  that  we  can 
with  difficulty  grope  our  way  in  thefe  remote 

fame  traces  of  a  ddbtion  which  might  hare  produced  an* 
«her  rcToiutioD  ia  the  ftate  of  Novgorod. 

*^  The  aature  of  thefe  princes'  claim  to  Kief,  feemi  greatlj  ' 
10  cnbarrafs  Le^efqyc*    See  torn.  i.  p.  %j^  66t 

C  a  trauT- 
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tranfadions,  it  might  be  juftly  ftylcd  both' 
folly  and  prcfumption  to  attempt  a  portraitf 
of  the  firft  prince  of  northern  Ruffia ;  and, 
perhaps,  if  the  evidence  of  well-authenticated 
records  enabled  us  to  draw  afide  the  veil 
which  conceals  the  fprings  of  fo  many  pf  his 
principal  adions,  the  juftice  of  hiftory  would 
then  only  allow  us  to  obferve,  that  the  charafter 
of  Rurik  may  be  fuccinftly  comprifed  iu 
artful  fagacity,  patient  firmnefs,  unforgiving 
malice,  and  unremitting  perfeverance. 
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SECOND  REVOLUTION. 

fii  SfiaiJi/bmefttcfCbri/Hamty  in  ibi  Rugn  of  Vladimir  L 
Sviatoflavitzfurnamid  tit  Great. 

vv  HEN  the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  and  the  love 
of  plunder,  thofe  prolific  fources  of  devafta- 
don  and  fuccefs,  firft  enabled  the  Varagians 
to  triumph  over  the  fickly  ftate  of  Novgorod, 
the  bond  of  their  political  union  was  foon 
impaired  and  relaxed  by  their  carelefs  inatten- 
tion to  thofe  benefits,  which  arife  from  the  firm 
^ftabiifhment  of  a  regular  fuccefiion  of  their 
piinces :  and  time,  which  ihould  have  eradi- 
cated, only  more  quickly  ripened,  the  feeds 
of  this  pernicious  negled.  Infenfible  to  the 
advantages  of  a  fixed  hereditary  lineage, 
which  was  fo  admirably  calculated  to  fecure 
the  order,  ftability,  and  quietude  of  their 
government,  the  uncle  generally,  or  the  next 
prince  of  the  blood,  in  preference  to  the  fon 
of  the  deceafed  fovereign,  ftepped  into  the 
vacant  throne,  whilft  the  feeble  and  imperie^ 
dfidflis  of  the  heir  apparent  and  his  brothers 
were  filenced  by  independent  appanage^ 

The  principles  of  corrupticm  and  diforder 
tiierefore  fooo  crept  into  the  kingdom^  broken 
into  fo  many  feparatc  principalities.     Innu« 

C  3  merabl* 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


»l  HISTORY  OF  TBI 

mcrablc  wars  afflidcd  every  part  of  the  ftatc 
with  all  thofe  calamities  which  flow  from 
turbulence  and  confufic^n.     A  Idngdom  thus 
patched  up  from   fuch   disjointed  and  dif- 
cordant    pieces,    thus  haraffed  by  cojnftant 
diflenfions,   thus  confuming  its  ftrength  by 
internal  hoftilities,  only  required  the  appear- 
ance of  an  enemy  to  be  fubjugated  on  the 
firft  onfet.     From  thefe  fatal  efFedts,  there- 
fore, of  inward  conflicts,  the  defcendants  of 
Rurick,  without    pretending    to    penetrate 
through    the   denfe    umbrage    of   futurity^ 
might  have  predided  the  rapid  approach  of 
their  country  to  Tatar  oppreflion. 

The '  fierce  Sviatoflaf,  or  Sphendofthlabua  % 
the  grandfon  of  Rurik,  whofe  fword  was 
glutted  by  the  conqueft  of  the  Bulgariaxia,  aad 
whofe  ftrength  of  mind  and  body  never 
melted  away  in  the  idlenefs  of  a  fovereign  (for 
he  ufually  ilept  on  the  ground,  wrapt  up  ta 
a  common. bearfkin,  with  his  head  reclining 
on  a  (addle,  a^d,  like  the  heroes  of  Homer  \ 
973-     his  hafty  meal  which  was  often  horfefleih  t 

■  l^yefqne,  com.  i.  p.  H|— 123,  Lc  Cicrcj  torn.  L 
p.  149— 15a- 

*  His  name  b  ipelt  in  this  manner  hj  Conftanttne  Ti9t* 
pliTroaenitttt*  De  Adminiftmtft  Imperii,  cap.  9. 

*  If  we  look  into  the  ntnch  book  of  the  Iliad  (lines  ztMp 
3t3)»  thb  rtfrmhiance  is  erident* 

^  The  fini^oUtf  pvedile^on  of  this  bavbarian  hero  for  the 
food  of  the  Calmucks  and  Tatars  has  been  noticed  by  more 
hiftoriaas  thaa  XdCvefqci^  and  Le  Clerc, 
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iras  broiled  oa  the  coals]  bequeathed  to  his 
foas,  Yaropolk)  Oleg,  and  Vladimir,  the  dif* 
tind  principalities  of  Kief^  of  the  Slaves  near 
the  lake  Ilmen,  and  Novgorod  ^ 

The  wanton  cruelty  of  Oleg,  who,  unin^ 
£uenced  by  any  of  thofe  violent  paffions  which 
tend  to  irritate  the  mind  and  to  baniih  the 
thoughts  of  pity,   plunged  his  fword  into 
the  bofom  of  the  fon  of  Svenald,  the  friend 
and  counfellor  of  his  deceafed  father,  was 
foon  afterwards   roeritorioudy  revenged  by 
the  arms  of  his  elder  brother.     The  pathetic      97  >• 
lamentations     of    the    difconfolate,    parent 
touched  even  the  obdurate  temper  of  Yaro- 
polL     He  inftantly  marched  a  formidable 
army  into  the  heart  of  his  brother^s  domi- 
nions.      The  juftice   of  his    invafion   was 
crowned  with  ample  fuccels*    The  two  ar- 
nues  met.     The  generous  adherents  to  Oleg,      977. 
who  deferved  to   hare   fought  in  a  better 
caufe,   after    fuftaining  the    fight  with  de- 
fperate  courage,  were  at  laft  overpowered  by 
the  numbers,  rather  than  by  the  manoeuvres 
of  their  antagonifts ;  and  the  deteftable  author 
of  their  misfortunes,  in  attempting  to  crofs  a 
bridge  on  which  his  fugitive3  had  thronged, 
was  prefled  to  death,  and  forced  into  the 
river. 

The  dominions  of  his  vanquiihed  brother 
were  the  fruits  of  this  vififcory.     The  youth- 

*  '  Rcram  Mofcovlc.  Comment,  p.  3,  4. 

C  4  ful 
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fill  Vladimir,  under  whofc  fuperior  gemui 
and  aufpicious  reign  the  Ruffian  ftate  was  firft 
deflined  to  emit  tbofe  glimmerings  of  light, 
which  were  afterwards  to  breakout  into  the  full 
fplcndour  of  day,  fled  terrified  at  the  approach 
of  the  fticcefsful  Yaropolk ;  whofe  troops, 
ianimated  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  late  battle,  like 
a  refiftlefs  torrent  feem  to  have  fwept  away 
every  thing  before  them  in  their  way  to  his 
brother's  eftates,  which  the  voice  of  gratitude, 
or  more  probably  fear,  counfelled  him  to  be- 
ftow  on  his  Boyars ;  who,  in  the  weaknefe 
of  the  government,  were  taught  to  confidct 
themfelves  more  as  the  equals  than  the  fer- 
vants  of  their  prince. 

But  their  triumph  was  tranfient  and  im- 
mature. The  high  fpirited  mind  of  Vladimir, 
impatient  to  wipe  away  the  ignominy  df 
his  flight  and  to  obtain  once  more  the  fceptre 
of  Novgorod,  by  vehement  importunities 
prevailed  on  the  Varagians,  to  v^Orti  hd  had 
retired  V  to  confecrate  their  fwords  to  the 
avengement  of  his  wrongs.  This  iflbciation 
of  the  Varagians  to  the  caufe  of  Vladimir 
was  attended  with  the  mod  profperous  con- 
fequences;  for  fuch  was  their  fiercenefs  of 
'fpirit,  their  adlivity  of  enterprife,  fuch  the 
terror  of  their  name,  that  the  Voyevodes  of 
Yaropolk  meanly  crouched  at  the  foot  of  the 

^  Herbcftein,  p.  4.  Reram  Mofc.  Comment.  Hiftoire  des 
Czars,  p»ii» 

€oa-« 
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tonqueror  Vladimic,  without  flriking  one 
blow  f(»:  the  prefervation  of  a  city,  which 
both  iatereft  and  duty  called  on  them  fa 
budly  to  defend.  The  proftrate  Boyars 
were  difiuifTed  from  this  perilous  interview 
with  a  mefiage  to  his  brother,  which  ilrongly 
nprefled  his  inward  contempt  for  his  cha« 
rader,  on  his  juft  confidence  in  the  fuperior 
courage  of  his  Varagians:"  Tell  him,  faid  the 
reftored  prince,  I  am  determined  to  vifit 
him  fpeedily  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army. 

This  menace  was  accelerated  by  an  infult,  ^so* 
which  at  once  mortified  his  perfonal  vanity, 
aad  reflected  on  the  bafenefs  of  his  birth. 
The  two  brothers  had  demanded  at.  the  fame 
time  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of  Rogvo-^ 
lode,  prince  of  Poltefk  or  Polotfk  \  This  city> 
watered  by  the  wide  flowing  Dvina,  was 
afterwards  to  give  its  name  to  a  palatinate 
of  Poland,  and  to  acknowledge  the  fway  of 
Ruffia  when  decorated  with  the  trophies,  of 
that  divided  country.  The  crafty  father,  ap- 
preheafive  of  exafperating  the  irafcible  temper 
of  thcfe  princes  by  his  own  cledioa,  de- 
dared  to  them  both,  he  fhould  not  inter-^ 
fere  with  the  inclinations  of  his  daughter. 
The* moment  the  princefs  was  acquainted  with 
their  refpedive  propofals^fhe  diredly  exclaim- 
ed, with  all  the  off^ded  pride  of  illuftrious 

1  Hcrbcftcin  ftyles  him  Princeps  Pefcovviac,  p.  4.  Rerum 
Mofcovit.  Coimncnt.  ^ 

birth, 
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birth,  Far  he  it  from  my  ht  J*  anhMt  the  fin  $f 
ajlave  \  my  choice  ia  fixed  on  Yiropolk.  No 
fooner  was  this  intemperate  fpeech  tf  wound- 
ed vanity  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  the  amcs 
rous  yet  revengeful  Vladimir,  than  he  in« 
ftantly  pufhed  forward  his  bold  Varagians 
againft  the  prince  of  Polotik.  Their  route 
t^as  marked  with  Mood.  In  this  inundation 
of  thdr  fury,  the  fwtird  of  the  remorfelefs 
Vladimir  was  buried  in  the  bofom  of  Polotfk 
and  his  two  fons,  whilft  the  agonized  princefs 
was  forced  to  receive  the.  hand  as  yet  reeking 
with  the  blood  of  her  deareft  relatives  ^ 

Eager  for  more  flaughter,  land  inflamed 
perhaps  with  expedlations  of  the  higheft 
fuccefs,  Vladimir  next  directed  his  vidoriouS 
fteps  to  Kief.  This  town,  equally  fortified  by 
nature  and  the  courage  of  its  inhabitants, 
ftood  for  a  long  time  invincible ;  and  the 
military  fame  of  Vladimir  mud  have  been 
tarnifhed  by  the  difgrace  of  a  retreat,  if  the 
treachery  of  an  indiyidual  had  not  obviated 
the  efFeds  of  that  refiftance,  which  had  fa- 
tigued his  perfeverance,  and  baffled  his  valour^ 
The  wretch,  fo  devoid  of  virtue  and  gratitude 

»  It  was  the  caftom  at  that  time  for  young  married  women 
to  pull  off  the  boots  of  their  huibands  on  the  night  of  their 
wedding ;  and  the  term  flave  is  applied  by  the  princefs,  be* 
caufe  his  mother  Malucha  was  the  concubine  of  Sviatoflaf^ 
and  the  houfe-keeper  (a  curious  title)  of  the  princefs  Olga* 
See  Tooke's  Hiflory  of  RuOIay  vol.  i.  p.  191^ 

*  Rerum  Mofcoviiicarum  Comment,  p.  4. 

to 
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to  betriy  bis  moft  liberal  benefactor,  was  a 
Voeyevodc  of  the  name  of  Blude.  Flattered 
by  the  promifea,  and  deceived  by  the  gifts  of 
the  youthfiil  Vladimir,  he  confented,  on  his 
fuggeftion,  to  alarm  the  fears  of  his  brother 
sgainft  his  faithful  citizens,  by  afluring  him 
*thst  be  had  no  foes  but  what  his  walls  en« 
compafled.  His  infinuations  were  fo  ably 
thrown  out,  that  the  unthinking  prince  fled 
on  this  prefumption  of  their  guile :  the  inha- 
bitants abandoned  by  their  chief,  were  re- 
duced to  admit  his  more  fortunate  rival. 

The  diiinayed  Yaropolk  wherever  he  tum^ 
cd  his  eyes-,  had  to  behold  the  activity  of  a 
TiAorioua  and  implacable  brother ;  his  fpirit 
broken  hj  fuch  an  unceafing  purfuit,  and 
obfiged  to  contend  at  the  fame  time  in  hb 
new  retreat  with  the  horrors  of  famine  and 
the  furrounding  troops  of  his  brother,  by  the 
wicked  counfels  of  the  worthlefs  Blude  '%  he 
at  laft  took  the  fatal  refolution  of  throwing 
himfelf  on  the  mercy  of  Vladimir,  under  the 
foil  expectation  that  the  ties  of  confangui- 
nity  would  be  refpe^ed,  Inftead  of  receiv- 
ing the  pardon  and  embrace,  he  was  wel- 
comed only  by  the  daggers  of  his  Varagians. 

This  facrilegious  offering  to  the  manes  of 
Oleg,  which  fo  juftly  (hocks  a  civilized  mind, 
neither  mollified  the  aufterity  of  Vladimir^ 
nor  eftranged  the  love  of  his  fubjeds.     Of 

■*  Herbe(t<nO|  Renun*  Mofcovlt.  Comxnenty  p.  5. 

9  the 
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the  fame  odious  complexion  aire  the  examples 
of  thofe  writers,  who  celebrate  the  purity  of 
primitive  manners. 

It  is  from  fcenes  like  thefe,  fo  dye4  with 
blood,  fo  polluted  and  confounded  by  tumults, 
xebellions,  and  maflacres^  and  which  fo  fre- 
quently deformed  the'  hiftory  of  th^*  cen- 
turies under  review,  that  we  turn.adde  with 
no  inconfiderable  fenfation  of  plea&re,  to 
narrate  the  performance  of  an  ad,  which, 
whether  it  proceeded  from  fentimeots  of 
policy  or  juftice,  muft  equally  delight  thofe, 
who  view  with  honed  indignatic^  ^  a^tro- 
cious  fin  of  ingratitude.  To  the  treacherojy 
exertions  of  Blude,  the  ambitious.  YMin^ir 
might,  fairly  afcribe  his  guilty  viftary*  For 
the  fpace  of  three  days,  thtJfefore,  the  prince 
was  lavifh  in  his  profefiions  of  refpe^, 
«and  in  his  marks  of  honour  on  the  baie  aifr- 
thor  of  his  fuccefs ;  but  when  this  allotted 
time  had  expired,  he  threw  off  the  irkfome 
mafk  of  diiUmuIation,  and  thus  exprefled  atx 
abhorrence  of  his  condudl  in  thefe  upbraiding 
and  decifive  words :  "  In  accumulating  honor-s 
on  thee  far  above  thy  proudeft  wifhes,  I 
have  more  than  fulfilled  the  execution  of  my 
promife;  but  now  the  friend  aflumes  the 
eharader  of  the  judge  ",  and  in  that  capa- 

"  Aojolird'hui,  comme  ju^e,  jc  profcris  le  traitrc  et 
Taflaillade  fon  prince^  is  the  cxpreiHofi^f -X^cvefquei  Hiftoire 
de  RuiTiCy  vol.  1.  p.  120. 

city 
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City  he  condemns  the  craifor  and  affaflin  of 
kis  prince/*  *On  uttering  thcfc  words,  he  pu- 
niflied  his  perfidy  with  death. 

In  the  vaft  volume  which  hiftory  opens  for 
our  inftnidlion,  its  pages  are  frequently  de- 
filed by  inftances  of  regal  ingratitude.  When 
fenrices  are  no  longer  required^  it  is  psunful 
to  confider  how  fwift  is  the  approach  of 
negled.  The  brave  and  faithful  Varagians, 
under  whofe  fteady  adherence  the  power  of 
Vladiaiir  had  arifen  to  fo  formidable  an 
height,  unhappily  for  themfelves  reproached 
the  ingratitude  of  their  prince,  by  urging 
their  right  to  a  tribute  on  the  inhabitants  of 
Ikief '*,  for  their  memorable  exploits.  But 
fear  and  its  concomitant  hatred  had  fo  dif« 
fufed  their  venom  through  his  mind,  that 
he  was  content  to  preferve  his  authority  at 
the  expence  of  his  honor  and  gratitude. 

Too  weak  openly  to  provoke  their  fufpi- 
pioQs  and  refentment,  by  fpecious  promifes 
he  contrived  for  a  time  to  elude  their  de-- 
mands,  until  he  had  fo  far  increafed  his 
ftrength,  that  he  no  longer  dreaded  the  ef- 
feds  of  their  juft  refentment.  Senfible  of 
their  weaknefs,  thefe  former  defenders  of 
his  date  narrowed  their  demands,  and  re* 
quefted  only  his  permiflion  to  embark  for 
Greece.    To  this  propofal  he  joyfully  con- 

f^  Le7efqtte>  torn.  i.  p.  120.    Lc  CIerc»  torn,  i  p«  154* 

fented; 
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fented ;  and  after  feledmg  the  braveft  for 
hU  fervice,  the  infidious  monarch  permitted 
the  reft  to  depart  under  the  notion  that,  in« 
dead  of  the  fkins  of  fquirrels,  their  future 
fervices  would  be  more  munificently  reward-? 
cd  by  filks  and  gold.  Impatient  of  control, 
thefe  hardy  children  of  the  north  proceeded 
to  the  imperial  city  of  Conftantinoplc  '*,  to^ 
tally  unfufpicious  of  his  artful  and  po-» 
litical  advice  to  his  Byzantine  ally,  to  have 
them  difperfed  and  employed  on  their  arriyat 
in  different  parts  of  his  dominions,  that  their 
number  or  defpair  might  afford  no  difquietude 
to  Ruflia  or  the  Empire  '* ;  fo  fatal  is  autho*. 
rity  where  fear  is  engendered  ;  fo  wide  is  thq 
phafm  betwixt  labour  and  recompence. 
981.  \\re  fliall  avpid  entering  into  the  detail  of 

9^3-  thofe  defolating  expeditions,  whiqh  fo  much 
advanced  the  warlike  fame  of  Vladimir  ixK 
the  eftimation  of  his  barbarous  people;    as 

**  The  reader  may  fee  m  Dticange  fome  curioas  parrf- 
ticalars  which  he  has  extraded  from  the  original  writers  of 
the  ftate  and  hiftor j  of  the  Rufllan  Vafagians,  and  of  thof<; 
who  were  a  colony  of  Englilh  and  Danes.  Gloflarium  Med. 
&  InfinuB  Gr»citatis,  fub  Toce  Bt^ayyuf  Med.  et  Infims 
Lattnitatis>  fob  TOce  Vagii.  Nouc  ad  Aleciadv  Anna  Com* 
aena,  p.  256,  157,  258.  Notes  fur  Villehardouin,  p.  agfi^ 
399.  See  alfo  the  Annotations  of  Reifke  to  the  Emperor 
Conftantine's  Ceremoniale  Aul«  Byzant.  torn.  ii.  p.  14^ 
xjo. 

«♦  Si  vcllct  rebelliones  coram  cav^re,  illos  recipere  qnidem  { 
fed  per  diverfas  urbes  difpergerety  redire  vero  nuHam  fine- 
ret.  See  Bayer  de  Varagisi  in  Comment.  Academ.  Petro* 
pgUt^n^i  torn.  ir.  p.  305. 
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fkej  form  only  a  feries  of  war8|  the  motives  as 
veil  as  the  confequences  of  which  are  without 
iatereft  and  without  importance*  The  fame 
modves  which  induce  us  to  decline  a  delinea* 
tion  of  the  hideous  features  of  deftrudion 
which  characterized  the  victorious  incurfions 
of  Vladimir,  will  juftify  the  brevity  of  our 
remarks,  that  the  fame  excefles  of  ferocious 
eruelty  '%  ftained  their  temples  of  religious 
wor(h^)9  which  were  fo  profufely  embellifii* 
cd  with  his  triumphal  fpoils. 
The  tutelary  deities  '*  of  his  country  were 

arrayed 

^'  Impio  dcmonium  cultui  deditum,  are  the  words  of 
tlie  indignant  and  impartial  Cromer.  See  De  Origine  d 
Rebiu  geftis  Polononim.  Bas.  ijjB.  Lib.  iii.  p.  46,  See 
iHuwife  La  Religion  ancienne  et  moderne  des  Mofcovites. 
Cdogne,  1698.  But  in  jufUce  to  the  tafte  or  to  the  hama^ 
lutj  of  the  Ruffians  we  mnft  obferve,  that  they  fometimes 
propitiated  more  amiable  divinities.  M.  Levefque  has  drawu 
a  graceful,  but  perhaps  a  too  luxuriant  defcription  of  their 
RMflalki,  (the  inferior  goddefles  of  their  woods  and  waters,) 
for  the  chafte  and  fober  pen  of  the  hiilorian  (  Hift.  de  Ruflla, 
▼ol.  i.  p.  30.);  and  the  reader  will  find  an  ample  and  curious 
account  of  the  Slavonic  Mythology,  in  the  Diflertations  fur 
Ifs  Antiquitcs  de  Ruffie,  par  Matthieu  Guthriei  a  Saint  Pe- 
^o^urg,  1795. 

**  Procopias,  however^  would  teacli  us  to  believe,  that 
tltey  acknowledged  only  Qmlmy  who  created  the  world  and 
dirts  the  thunder ;  and  thau  they  ikcrificed  to  him  oxen  and 
Either  kind  of  vi^ims.  See  procopii  Opera,  Paris  166}, 
VQLt.de  Bell*  Goth.  Lib.  iiu  cap.  14.  But  the  Lawyer  of 
Cciarea,  and  the  fecretary  of  the  renowned  Belifarius, 
hovever  authentic  his  information  may  be  concerning  the 
CfCBts  of  his  own  times,  yet  has  not  app'roved  himielf  fuffiv 
mtmij  a  diJigriU  in<iulrer  after  vnxdh  ivben  he  fpeaks  of  diT- 

tant 
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arrayed  in  all  thofe  terrible  and  favagc  qua^i* 
lities,  fo  congenial  to  the  fierce  and  unculti^ 
vated  mind  of  Vladimir.   And  the  rites  which 
fuperftitious  ignorance  performed  in  honor 
of  thefe  idols,  were  impious  in  the  extreme. 
Nothing  was  fuppofed  to  delight  their  gods, 
but  fcenes  of   madnefs,  cruelty,  and  licen^ 
tioufnefs  ;    whilft  their  wrath,  could  only  be 
appeafed  by  human  facrifices.     So  debafed 
were  the  hearts,  fo  fbackled  the  faculties  of 
the  Ruffians  by  the  frenzy  of  their  horrible 
fuperftition,  that  in  the  choice  of  a  viCkim 
for  one   of  thefe   pageants    of   power,  the 
courtiers  of  Vladimir,  under  the  execrable  idea 
of  rendering  the  facrifice  more  acceptable  tp 
g'^S'      their  gods,  had  the  refined  cruelty  to   feled, 
for  the  facerdotal  knife,  a  citizen,  a  young 
Varagian  of  chriftian  faith,  inftead  of  a  pri- 
foner  of  war  ;  whilft  his  unhappy  father,   in 
refufing    to   deliver   him    to   their    fanatical 
adoration,  fhared  the  fame  fate,  by  the  un^ 
governable  rage  of  the  multitude  '\ 

In  this  diftraded  ftate  of  popular  delufion, 

in    this   fulnefs  of  ignorance  and    barbarity 

which  darkened  all  the  region  of  Ruflia,  by 

the  interpofition  of  divine  Providence,    the 

.  fufi  of  chriftianity  arofe,  to  illuminate  the 

tant  nations  to  merit  our  adherence  to  his  opinions.     Wit- 
iiefs  his  ignorant  and  ridiculous  account  of  Britain. 

'7  Levefque>  torn.  i.  p.  122.     Le  ClerCy  torn  i.  p.  ijj^.  . 

humau 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


kEVOLUTlONS  OF  kusslA,  5i 

liuman  mind,  to  purify  the  heart  aifd  to  en« 
iarge  the  narrow  boundaries  of  philanthropy* 

But  in  order  to  exhibit  a  clear  account  of 
the  rife,  progrefs,  and  eftablifliment  of  chrif- 
tianity,  it  is  neceflary  to  caft  a  retrofpediv^ 
view  on  the  reigns  of  Olkold  and  0)ga,  and 
thence  to  point  out  thofe  events  which 
contributed  from  a  confpicuous  but  fome-- 
times  imperceptible  influence  to  the  gradual 
introdudtion  of  the  chriftian  religion. 

The  firft  ray  of  evangelical  light  feemed  to 
beam  on  the  Ruffians  under  the  reign  of 
Olkold,  the  prince  of  Kief ;  in  one  of  thofe 
fudden  excurfions  of  piratical  adventure  which 
perhaps  had  before  alarmed  the  timorous 
Greeks,  the  enterprizing  Ofkold  marked  out 
their  magnificent  city  of  Conftantinople  "*,  as 
thegrandobjed  of  his  predatory  ambition;  this 
daring  attempt  was  made  with  two  hundred 
boats  '%  or  Monoxyla  as  they  are  called,  by 
the  Emperor  Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus. 
If  the  whole  force  of  their  country  had  been 
exerted,  their  navy  perhaps  might  have 
amounted  to  two  thoufand  veflels.     Without 

"  Bayer  fixes  this  firft  attempt  of  the  Ruffians  in  the  years 
8%  or  865.  See  his  diflertation  De  RuiTprum  prima  Expc- 
Mone  Cofiftanttnopolitana>  torn.  vi.  p*  365. 

*'  De  Adminiftr.  Imp.  cap.  ix.  Thefe  barks  of.the  Ruf- 
Ibns  may  be  compared  in  their  imperfect  conftnidion  to  the 
Camarx  or  Euiine  veflels  ufed  by  the  Goths  in  their  firfl 
naval  expedition.  See  Strabo  with  Ifaac  Caufabon's  Notes, 
Lib.  ki«  p«  958.  and  Tacit.  Hift.  Lib«  iii.  cap.  xlvii*  p.  185. 

D  oppo- 
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oppofition  they pafled  the  Thracian  Bofphorus. 
Emboldened  rather  than  fatiated  by  this  ex- 
traordinary fuccefs,  they  attempted  and  fuc- 
ceeded  in  occupying  the  port  of  Conftanti- 
nople^    under    the  reign    of  the    Emperor 
Michael  III.,  who  had   fome  time   left  his 
capital  with  the  vain  hope  of  chaftifiing  the 
infolence  of  the  Saracens.     On  the  firft  news 
of  thefe  unwelcome  and  dangerous  vifitors,  he 
returned  with  his  army  to  revive  the  fainting 
courage  of  his  capital ;  the  reader  who  keeps 
in  his  remembrance  a  geographical  view  of 
Conilantinople,  and  the  (ituation  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, can  well  imagine  the  numerous  diffi*- 
culties  **  which  the  Emperor  had  to  encounter 
in  effeAing  a  landing  at  the  palace   flairs, 
from  whence  his  fuperftition,  that  indifputable 
offspring  of  fear,  direfted  his  agitated  fleps  to 
a  church  of  the  Virgin  Mary ;    where  the 
devout  Emperor  with  his  no  lefs  devout  Pa- 
triarch pafTed  the  whole  night  in  prayers  ;  in- 
flead  of  meditating  the  relief  of  his  people  by 
a  well  determined  fpirit  of  zeal  and  patrio- 
tifm. 

By  the  injundions  of  the  Patriarch  the 
garment  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  a  mofl  precious 
relifl:,  was .  drawn  firom  the  fanduary  and 
dipped  into  the'fea;  and  their  weak  hearts 

*^  Vix  potuit  pertranfirc,  ct  logredi.  Sec  the  learned 
Stritter's  Memoriae  Populonim  Septcntrionalium,  Petrop. 
1771*  X779i  com.  ii«  pars  ii.  p-959* 

fondly 
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perfuaded  themfelves,  that  by  this  zQt 
of  futile  devotion,  the  thunder- bolt  of  divine 
vengeance  would  have  been  hurled  againft 
thefe  bloody  and  fierce  barbarians*  A  feafon* 
able  tempeft,  however,  relealed  them  froih 
their  prefent  fears,  by  compelling  the  Ruflians 
to  a  precipitate  retreat^  which  was  moft  pioufly 
aiiributed,  by  their  blind  credulity,  to  the 
propitious  influence  of  the  mother  ofGod*'* 
Ofkold,  the  chief  of  this  expedition,  after  en- 
joying the  glory  of  humbling  the  Greek  pride, 
demanded  a  peace,  which  was  readily  granted 
V  their  abjed  fears,  and  perhaps  from  a  fe- 
cret  perfuafion,  that  in  a  fecond  critical  junc- 
ture, the  fuccours  of  their  divine  Prote^trefs 
m^bt  come  too  tardy.  After  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  had  been  adjufted,  Ofkold  exprefled 
a  wi{h  to  receive  the  facred  waters  of  baptifm. 
And,  under  his  aufpices,  a  Greek  biOiop  with 
the  name  of  Metropolitan  might  for  the  firft 
time  have  adminiflered  the  facrament  in  the 
church  of  Kief :  but  the  falutary  vegetation 
of  the  gofpel  was  blighted  by  the  ungenial 
touch  of  thefe  barbarians;  fmce,  after  the 
death  of  Oikold,  this  fhort  glimpfe  of  holy 

"  The  foOowhig  writers  arc  quoted  by  Bayer  in  his  dif- 
fatatiea  DeRuflbrumprii&a  Ezpeditione  Confiantinopoliunaf 
QMnment*  Acadcm.  Petropol.  as  recording  this  enterprize  of 
die  Rufilaas.  Leo  Grammaticus»  p.  463*  464.  ConftantiDi 
Cootiimator  in  Script,  poft  Theophaneniy  p.  iai»  122.  Simeon 
I'Ogotheta,  p.  445^  446.  Georgius  Monachus*  p.  535,  536. 
^^cnos,  tonuii.  p*55i*    Zonaras>  tom.ii-  p- 162. 

D  a  light 
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light  was  foon  involved  in  a  cloud  of-  igno- 
rance, fo  thick  and  heavy  as  to  obfcure  almoft 
all  traces  of  their  chriftlan  convcrfion. 

Nor  did  this  loathfome  darknefs  difappear, 
until  the  Ruffian  throne  was  mounted  by  the 
princefs  Olga.  A  woman  (perhaps  of  the 
mcaneft  extradion)  who  could  punifli  the 
death  of  her  hufband  Igar,  and  obtaining  a 
regal  fway  over  a  fiery  and  turbulent  people, 
who  then  could  fcarcely  fubmit  with  patience 
to  the  government  of  their  legal  princes  mud 
have  been  pre-eminently  gifted  with  thofe 
mafculine  qualifications,  which  imprint  the 
duty  of  obedience  on  minds  the  leaft  tin<flured 
with  the  virtues  of  civilization.  Though 
grofs  idolatry  overfpread  her  country,  yet  the 
precepts  and  example  of  the  miffionaries 
tranfplanted  by  Ofkold  had  made  an  im- 
preffion  on  her  heart  too  deep  to  be  eafily 
effaced  ;  accordingly,  moved  by  the  wifli  of 
embracing  (jhriftianity  in  the  moft  auguft 
manner,  or  by  the  lefs  fpiritual  defire  of  ex- 
tending the  cirqulation  of  her  trade,  (he  failed 
from  Kief  to  Conftantinople  in  the  time  of 
public  and  private  tranquillity. 

The  royal  hiftorian  the  Emperor  Conftati- 
tine  Porphyrogenitus  welcomed  her  arrival 
with  all  the  honours  appropriate  to  the  majefty 
of  her  rank;  and  with  all.  the  forips  and 
ceremonies  which  could  flatter  her  female 
vanity,  and  difplay  tl^e  tranfient  greatnefs  of 
10  his 
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his  luxury  and  Tpkndour.  From  the .  nu^- 
merous  and  coftly  prefent3  which  at  oncQ 
perhaps  excited  her  aftoniflirneot  and  gratis- 
fied  her  avarice^  we  may  feleift,  as  no  mean 
fpecimens  of  imperial  generofity^  and  as  mod 
adapted  to  a  lady's  wants,  fome  vafes  of 
rare  value,  and  a  quantity  of  thofe  fine  fluffs 
which  were  then  only  fabricated  in  the  £afl« 
The  Emperor  himfelf  conducted  her  to  the 
haptifmal  fount " ;  where  fhe  received  the 
venerated  name  of  the  Emprefs  Helena*'. 
The  RufEan  Chronicles  would  teach  us  to 
believe,  that  her  beauty  fo  captivated  Conflan^ 
tine  that  he  offered  to  ^are  his  throne  with 
her :  but  if  the  Emperor  hifnfelf  had  not  in- 
formed us  that  his  wife  was  yet  alive,  w^ 
ihould  want  no  better  evidence  to  refute  thi3 
tale,  and  to  fhew  us  that  he  would  have  in- 
dignaotly  reje^ed  the  union,  t^an  the  perufal 
of  his  inftrudions  to  his  fop  Rpmanus,  in 
which  he  expof<;$  the  ill  policy  of  liflening  tp 
the  overtures  of  foreign  alliances  ^^•. 

On  her  return  to  lUef  and  Novgorod^  fhe 
pertinacioufly  adhered  to  her  new  celigien ; 

**  The  Polifh  Hiftorian  commits  an  unpardonable  mit 
take  when  he  fays  Joanne  Zemifce  imperante^  Religionem 
Cbriftianam  fufcepiCy  Lib.  iii.   p.  46 — 49.     Dc  Reb.  Polon. 

*'  Sec  Conftantine  de  Ccreraoniule  AuJx  Byzant,  torn.  ii. 
cap,  x7.  p.  343 — 345.  and  Zonarz  Annales,  Paris,  1687, 
torn.  ii.  p.  194. 

■♦  Sec  the  Twelfth  Ch^ipter  of  Conftantine  De  AdmiuiAr. 
Imper* 
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but  this  great  princcfs,  great  does  fhe  defervc 
to  be  called,  (for  in  this  barbarous  age,  (he 
conftrudled  towns  and  villages,  formed  bridges 
and  roads  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  and  efta- 
blifhed  inftitutions  of  general  utility,)  fenfibly 
experienced  the  weaknefs  of  her  power,  and 
the  obftinacy  of  human  nature  in  her  unre- 
mitting endeavours  to  wean  her  nation  and 
fon  from  their  attachment  to  the  gods  of  their 
fathers  *^ 

Proud  and  fanguinary,  and  ftrangers  to  all 
thofe  purfuits  which  give  birth  to  adls  of  hu- 
manity and  juftice,  her  people  fcorned  and 
were  ill  calculated  to  tread  in  the  fmooth 
paths  of  humility  and  peace.     Whilft  to  aH 
the  frequent  pious  exhortations  of  his  mother, 
the   harfii   inflexibility  of  Sviatoflaf  infult- 
ingly  demanded,  whether  fhe  wifhed  him  to 
become  an  6bjjc6t  of  contempt  and  derifion 
to  his  companions  **.     From  the  temper  of 
this  interrogatory,  it  requires  no  prodigious 
depth  of  fagacity  to  have  forefeen,  that  the 
chriftian  religion  would  foon  (hrink  into  in- 
iignificance  and    obfcurity  on  the  death   of 
plga.     And  indeed  fo  rapid  was  its  decline, 

^'  Cumqi^e  diu  OlgA^  Cci  incaflunpy  circa  (idet  Cbriftian,^ 
iocrementum  in  patria  ac  prsecipuaB  in  filio  Swatoflao  con* 
vertcndo  elaborafTct.  Dc  Rebus  Mofcovkicis,  p.  38.  Sec 
alfo  Hcrbeftein,  p.  3. 

**  Voalez  vous,  que  incs  amis  fe  moquent  de  moi  '  Levcf- 
que  Hift.  de  Ruffie^  vol.  i.  p.  109.  S^e  likewife  Le  Clerc^ 
^om.  i*  p*  133* 
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t&at  the  churches  eroded  by  the  fervent  zeal 
of  this  princefsy  could  fcarcely  preferve  it 
from  total  extin£kion. 

We  have  now  contemplated  the  rife  and 
progrefs  of  chriftlanity,  and  deduced  the  vi- 
iible  caufes  of  its  decay.  From  this  period^ 
a  more  pleating  exercife  commences ;  to  ob- 
ferve  the  gradual  extirpation  of  paganifm, 
and  to  mark  the  final  eftablifhment  of  the 
chriftian  religion. 

The  military  renown,  the  increafing 
wealth,  the  unrelaxing  firmnefs,  the  exten* 
five  authority  of  Vladimir,  now  began  to 
command  the  fears  and  invite  the  attention 
of  the  neighbouring  potentates  ^^  By  gifts 
they  courted  his  efteem ;  by  embafiies  they 
ibiicited  his  con^erfion  to  their  refpeftive 
religions.  Nearly  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  faid,  g^s. 
were  prefented.to  him,  deputies  from  the 
Pope,  or  rather  of  fome  catholic  prince,  from 
the  people  of  great  Bulgaria,  and  from  the 
Jews  eftabliflied  among  the  Kozares.  But 
all  their  profpeQs  of  fuccefs  were  darkened 
by  the  miflion  and  lively  eloquence  of  a 
Greek  Metropolitan.  This  loquacious  Pre- 
late, whom  the  chronicles  dignify  with  the 
appellation  of  a  philofopher  **,  though  he 
failed  in  making  an  abfolute  profelyte  of  his 
illuftrious  auditor;  was,  however,  difmifTed 

♦'  }«9ClerC|  tom/u  p.  156,        •^.Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  196. 
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with  his  friendfliip  and  gifts:  aii  oriviable 
happinds  which  the  reft,  perhaps,  liad  fi^ed 
for  in  vain.  Indeed,  fo  ftrong  was  the  im* 
preflion  made  on  the  heart  and  underftanding 
of  Vladimir,  by  the  difcourfe  of  this  theo- 
logical advocate,  that  he  difpatched  fix  or  tea 
Ruffians,  of  pre-eminent  wifdom  among 
their  countrymen,  to  infpeft  mtnately  the 
religious  principles  and  rites  of  their  dif* 
ferent  countries. 

They  firft  direded  their  cburfe  to  tlic  Bul- 
garians (eaftward  of  Ruffia),  and  zealous 
champions  of  the  warlike  prophet  of 
Mecca  *^ ;  but  thty  foon  changed  their  abode^ 
little  moved  by  their  extravagant  veneration 
for  the  chimerical  dodlrines  of  tlieir  apocry- 
phal Koran.  They  afterwards  vifited  the 
Latin  churches  of  Germany,  whofc  want  of 
external  ornament  they  beheld  with  the  un- 
favourable emotions  of  pity  and  contempt. 
But  in  their  arrival  at  Conftantinople,  they 
gazed,  with  inexpreffible  admiration  and  de* 
light,  on  the  magnificent  dome  of  St  Sophia  j 
and  their  attention  was  equally  arrefted  by 
the  pompous  and  alluring  embelliihments 
which  adorned  their  altars  j  by  the  imprcffivc 

*•  '*  Et  lUi  Bulgari/*  fays  an  obfcrving  though  fuperftitious 
traTelkr^  '^  funt  pefHini  Saraceni«  fortius  tenentes  legem 
Machometi  quam  aliqiii  alii/'  See  the  Latin  relation  of  the 
Voyage  of  friar  Rubruquis>  in  the  firft  volume  of  Hackluyt's 
Voyages.    Lond.  1598.  p.  86» 
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^ures  of  their  faints  and  martyrs;  by  the 
rich  yeftments  of  their  priefts ;  by  their  Ido- 
latrous worlhip  of  images  and  relics ;  and  by 
the  pleafing  order  of  their  oftentatious  cere- 
monies. A  religion^  therefore,  which  em- 
braced fuch  a  fucceffion  of  fplendid  rites, 
was  foon  confidered,  by  their  uncultivated 
mtelleds,  to  contain  the  very  cflence  of 
chriftianity '!".  .    - — 

With  minds  heated  and  enraptured  by 
Aefe  gaudy,  though,  perhaps,  not  unmean-* 
if^  ipedlacles,  they  battened  their  return  to 
Vladimir.  To  his  anxious  inquiries,  on  th& 
events  of  their  miffion,  tticy  difpatcbed^  with 
a  difdainful  impatience,  their  account  of  the 
Latin  ceremonial;  whilft  Jthiy  expatiated 
with  a  vifible  fatisfadiom,  and  Vith  all  the 
gbwii^  colours  of  enchufiafm,  on  thfe  va* 
lious  beauties  of  the  Imperial  city  of  Coa^ 
ftantinople.  We  thought  ourfelves  Cranio 
ported  into  Heaven,  exclaimed  they  to  their 
attentive  monarch ;  nor  were  they  flow  to 
believe,  that  a  choir  of  angeis  came  down 
each  day  from  the  fldes,  to  join  in  the  faered 
fong  oif  the  Greeks  *'.     Thus  completely  did 

^  Us  s'^crient  dans  Icur  cxtgiic,  La  Tiritabk  croyance  eft 
cdk  qui  s'annonce  avec  tant  d'ecl^c  et  de  xnajeilc,  Le 
Qcrc,  com.  i.  p.  157. 

"  See  an  anonymous  Fragment  publifhed  by  Bandurlu^  1 
Impcrium  Orientalei  five  Antiquitates  ConftantinopoUtansi^ 
Par.  1711.  toin.  il.  p.  112^  113%  de  Cony^rfipne  Ruflbrum, 

the 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


•      HISTORY  OF  THE 

the  hiftrc  of  the  Greeks  cclipfc  all  hopes  of 
their  converfion  to  the  Latin  church.  When 
the  curiofity  of  the  Prince  was  fufficiently 
fatisfied  by  their  defcription,  they  implored, 
his  permiflion  to  be  initiated  into  the  pleafures 
of  religious  adoration  at  Conftantinople. 

No  fooner  had  the  boyars  of  his  counfel 
perceived  the  propitious  effedts  of  this  recital 
on  the  mind  of  Vladimir,  than  they  inftantly 
cried  out,  fuch  was  their  abjedl  credulity,  or 
fuch  was  their  fawning  obfequioufnefs,  that 
the  religion,  which  could  be  honoured  by 
the  praifes  of  the  fage  deputies,  and  em- 
braced by  the  pious  Olga,  muft  be  worthy  of 
implicit  belief**. 

But  though  Vladimir  liftened  to  the  voice 
of  reafon,  or  rather  to  the  didates  of  his 
own  inclinations,  yet  his  converfion  was  re- 
tarded from  the  want  of  Greek  priefts.  To 
demand  them  of  the  Emperor  was  a  fpecies 
of  homage,  at  the  very  idea  of  which  his 
lofty  foul  revolted ;  the  barbarian  therefore 
defigned  to  fow,  with  his  fword,  that  bep^ 
tifm  and  inftrudion  which,  to  have  poflfeflTed 
in  a  proper  manner,  be  would  have  judged 
no  lefs  wounding  to  his  dignity  than  ^ifs 
graceful  to  his  valour.  This  wild  and  eccen- 
tric plan  was  purfued  with  a  perfeveringj 
induilry,  and  executed  with  a  fyftematiq 
fpirit. 

•^  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  157,  158. 

Promp* 
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Promptitude  and  obedience  muft  be  inteiv 
woven  in  clofe  contexture,  to  accomplifh  all 
expeditions  of  periL  Thefe  incentives  to 
fuccefs  v^ere  not  negleded  by  Vladimir.  An 
immenfe  army,  compofed  from  the  flower  of 
bis  empire,  foon  pafled  the  Taurican  Cher- 
fonefe^  and  unfurled  their  banners  under  the 
lofty  battlements  of  the  ancient  Theodofia", 
the  modern  KafTa.  Before  this  place  he  is  faidto 
have  addrefled  the  Almighty  Power,  in  a  fpeech 
worthy  of  himfelf,  and  his  country,  and  his 
times.  ^*  Oh  God,  enable  me  to  overcome  this 
city,  that  from  thence  I  may  tranfport  priefts 
and  chriftian.s  into  my  dominions,  whofe 
piety  and  learning  may  inflrud  us  in  the 
true  exercife  of  religious  worfhip/* 

He  then  attacked,  the  city,  unaided  by  any  df  9B8. 
the  implements  of  alTauIt,  which  io  efTentially 
contribute  to  e^^pedite  the  labours  of  a  fiege« 
But  his  flow  progrefs,  and  the  number  of  his 
gallant. men,  which  he  devoted  to  death '^ 
from  his  proud  aqd  wanton  capricioufnefs, 
might  h$ive  excited,  in  a  lefs  ignorant  mind, 
fome  apprehenfions,  that  his  prefent  conduA 
was  coniider^d  as  a  divcQ,  violation  of  thofe 
moral  and  chriftian  duties  which  he  fo 
anxioufly  wifl^ed  to  difcharge. 

'*  Sec  a  note  of  Mr.  Tooke-s  on  this  town»  voL  i.  p.  199. 
liiftory  of  Ruflia. 

•4 «'  Dcs  millicrs  d'hommes  p^riffcnt,'*  fays  the  philofophic 
L^efque,  **  parce  qu'un  barbare  ne  veut  pas  fe  faire  baptifer 
fpmmif  joaikomme  ordinaire.''  Hiftoire  de  RufSe,  torn.  i.  izS. 
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After  preffing  the  fiege  for  fiit  moftth^^ 
with  an  ineffectual  vigour^  the  Pagan  began 
CO  fufped,  that  he  had  adopted  an  expedient 
by  no  means  favourable  to  his  prefent  con* 
Verfion;  and,  with  the  fhame  of  relinquiih^ 
ing  hifi  enterprize,  he  now  entertained  the 
moft  ferious  fears,  that  he  mud  alfo-  re- 
nounce the  pious  objedt  which  provoked 
him  to  it,  if  a  perfidious  citizen,  or,  as  fome 
more  rationally  declare,  a  pri^ll  had  not  pre- 
ferred the  virtues  of  fpiritual  to  temporal 
obedience:  a  letter  fixed  to  an  arrow,  ihoc 
from  the  top  of  the  ramparts,  delayed  his 
march  and  rewarded  his  valour.  Behind  their 
camp,  they  learned  from  this  aerial  informa^ 
tion,  was  a  fountain,  which  alone  enabled  the 
befieged  to  tafte,  from  its  fubterranean  pipes, 
the  refrefhing  comforts  of  pure  water.  The 
rejoiced  Vladitoir  was  not  long  in  difcovering 
and  deftroying  this  neceflary  fupport  of  a 
long  refiftanee.  The  difficulties  of  the  en- 
terprize  then  vanifhed;  the  complaints  of 
thirft  were  heard,  felt,  and  foon  remedied, 
by  a  general  farrender.  In  pofleflion  of 
Theodofia,  he  faw  himfi^f  mafter  of  the 
whole  Cherfonefe  '*. 

By  this  vidory  his  power  was  enlarged 
and  his  fancy  gratified :  but  this  ineftimable 
gift  of  baptifoi  formed  not  the  fole  objedl  of 

*5  l^c  Clerci  torn*  i*  p*  i6i« 
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hk  ambition:  he  afpired  to  mik  his  blood 
with  the  blood  of  the  Caefars,  by  a  marriage 
with  the  princefs  Anne  *\  fitter  of  the  reign- 
ing Emperors  Bafil  and  Conftantine.  Hiti 
pretsofions  were  enforced  by  the  promife  of 
converfion,  and  by  the  infolent  threat,  that 
Conftantinople  might  foon  exped  the  fame 
fatea$Theodo(ia,{houIdhi$reafonabledemandg 
be  dtfmided  with  contempt.  After  fome  a& 
fedation  of  delay,  they  confented  to  the  firft 
propofal ;  {ince  all  maxims  of  ilate  were  aij^^ 
nihilated ;  all  prepofleifions  loft;  all  regard 
to  purity  of  defcent  fet  afide,  to  confirm 
their  fafety.  At  the  fame  time,  therefore, 
and  in  the  city  of  Cherfon  ^\  the  rites  of 
baptifm  and  marriage  were  folemnized  by  the 
chriftian  Pontiff.  The  city  he  reftor^d  to 
his  brothers-in-law;  whilfl;  abbots,  priefta, 
images,  relics,  holy  books,  and  iacred  veffels. 
Were  tranfported  into  Ruffia  as  rewards  of 
this  conqueft  and  alliance  ^'* 

'^  Sec  Cedrcni  Cofiipendiarium  Hilloriarianiy  Par.  i64,7r 
torn.  ii.  p.  $99.  Zoaaras,  com.  iu  p.  221.  La  ReJijg^iQa 
aBcicane  ec  modeme  des  Mofcovites^  p.  8. 

'7  Sec  Herbeflcint  Rerum  Mofcor.  Comment,  p,  3,  Thu 
Biodem  reader,  obferves  Gibbon,  (vol.  x.  p.  241.  note  77.) 
auft  not  confound  this  old  Cherfon  of  the  Tauric  or  Cre^- 
mean  penxnfula*  with  a  new  city  of  the  fame  namCf  which 
kas  ariien  near  the  mouth  of  the  Borydhenes,  and  was  iateljr 
lionoorcd  bjr  the  memorable  interview  of  the  Emprcfe  o( 
Xoffia  with  the  Emperor  of  the  Weft* 

1^  X^y^Xijue,  torn,  it  pf  12  jp 
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Oft  his  return  to  Kief,  every  iadignit]^ 
ivhich  could  be  devifed  by  the  imagination  of 
Vladimir^  was  offered  to  thofe  idols  which  he 
had  fo  long  adored ;  under  the  fagacioua  vieW^ 
of  diininifhing  their  eflimation,  and  con^ 
iequently  of  obtaining  a  more  ready  acqui* 
cfcence  to  his  devout  example.  Peroun,  the 
god  of  thunder^  and  the  mofl  auguft  of  their 
divinities,  at  his  defpotic  command,  was  tied 
to  the  tail  of  a  horfe^'and  dragged  through  the 
ftreets  of  Kief;  whilft  twelve  vigorous  fol- 
ders, during  this  woeful  proceilion,  battered^ 
with  clubs,  the  golden  head  and  filver  ears  ^"^ 
of  the  mifhapen  image,  until  it  was  furioufly 
thrown  into  the  waters  of  the  Boryfthenes* 

Immediately  after  this  public  aA  of  ex^ 
piatory  vengeance,  an  edidl  of  Vladimir,  pro- 
claimed to  his  fubjeds,  that  all  thofe  who 
refufed  the  rites  of  baptifm  would  be  con«- 
fidered  and  treated  as  enemies  of  Jefus  Chrift 
and  of  their  prince.  On  the  moment  this 
order  was  publiihed,  many  thoufands  of  Ru(^ 
fians  inftantly  flocked  to  the  rivers,  with 
obedient  joy,  to  receive  the  facrament  of 
baptifm  ^\      No     perfections   nor   admo« 

nitiona 

^  Equi  caadxalligatum.    De  Rebus  Mofcovidcisy  p.  42. 

*'*  Argenteo  capite,  auribus  aureis.  De  Ruflbruxny  Mof-^ 
coYiticaramy  et  Turtarorum  Religione,  Sacrificiisy  Sec*  Spine, 
ijSi.  p.  83. 

^'  Cedrenus,  torn*  ii.  p.  589)  attributes  th^  general  coif* 
verlioii  of  tbefe  tMurbarians  to  the  miraculous  prcferTatioa 
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aitions  were  neceflary  to  ftrengthen  this 
decree ;  fmce  they  all  tacitly  fubmitted 
to  the  truth  and  goodnefs  of  a  do£trine, 
which  h^d  been  adopted  by  him  and  his 
boyars  **. 

Such  was  the  final  eftablifhraent  of  chrif-  9S8. 
tianity,  which  foon  levelled  with  the  ground 
the  grofs  and  incongruous  edifice  of  Pagan 
fuperftition.  It  may  not  be  deemed  incom*^ 
patible  with  our  province,  briefly  to  confider 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  in  this  place,  as  one 
of  the  grand  fources  of  civilization. 

Among  the  mod  diftinguifhed  writers  of 
antiquity,  on  the  fentiments  and  morals  of 
mankind,  their  moft  profeflfed  admirers  can- 
not affirm  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
were  made  more  virtuous  by  the  clearnefs  of 
their  demonfl rations,  or  by  the  utility  of 
their  axioms.  We  may  admire  the  inge- 
nuity of  their  abftrufe  fpeculations ;  the  dex- 
terous fabrication  of  their  fyftems ;  their  ab- 
ftra£k  reafonings  on  the  nature  of  moral  ac- 


of  tlie  New  Teftam^nt,  after  it  had  been  thiown  into  the 
fire  by  the  PontifiF,  fent  to  them  by  the  piou^  Emperor  BafU. 
The  fame  idle  ftory  is  repeated,  by  the  ignorance  and  fuper- 
ftidon  of  Jacobus  Reuteafelds.  De  Rebus  Mofcovicicis, 
lib.  i.  p.  4a.— Cromer's  obfervation  on  this  event/  is 
fiill  fnpported  by  the  evidence  of  truth  and  experience. 
Atqne  ergo  Grsecos  ritus  ex  eo  tempore  Ruili  mgrdUus  re* 
lioent.     Dc  Reb.  Polon.  Lib.  iii.  p.  46. 

^  Levef^ue  torn.  i.  p.  129$  130*    Le  Clerc.  torn.  i« 
p.  i6z. 
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tions :  but  after  this  web  of  incoherence  is  uil- 
ravelled,  we  difcover  no  Jinn  pojition  *'  which 
dtftinBly  marks  the  boundaries  of  our  duty  to^ 
wards  God  and  man^  or  teaches  us  firmly  to  bc^ 
lieve  in  the  immortality  ofthefi)ul^^. 

The  few,  who,  by  their  ftudy  and  rc- 
fearches,  raifcd  their  minds  to  jufter  concep- 
tions of  the  will  and  attributes  of  the  Deity 
than  the  unenlightened  multitude,  wanted 
ftill  xhtfiin£lion  of  a  higher  principle  ^^  j  to  en- 

^*  Can  It  be  found  in  the  jarring  fyftcms  of  the  four  mod 
celebrated  fchools  of  philofophy,  the  Stoics,  the  Platonifts, 
the  Academics^  and  Epicureans. 

^^  Look  to  the  writings  of  Socrates,  of  Seneca,  and  of 
Cicero,  efpecially  to  his  philofophical  works,  the  6r{l  book 
of  the  Tufculan  qucftions,  and  the  treatife  De  Scnedtutc 
(particularly  fhe  three  laft  pages),  and  the  Somnium  Sci- 
pionis>  as  exhibiting  the  mod  (Iriking  proofs  of  the  force 
and  imbeclliiy  of  the  human  mind  on  this  awful  fubje<5t. 

♦5  The  late  Mr.  Lowper,  in  his  beautiful  poem  the  Taflc, 
lirhich  defcrvedly  entitles  him  to  a  firft  rank  among  the  Tons 
of  Parnaifus,  in  a  fine  drain  of  piety  has  defcaifted  on  the 
dark  and  vague  opinions  of  the  antient  Philofophers,  re* 
fpc^ing  a  future  (Uite  and  exiftcnce  of  a  Supreme  Being. 
*•  Their  anfwers  vague. 
And  all  at  random,  fabulous,  and  dark. 
Left  them  as  dark  themfelves.     Their  rules  of  life^ 
DefeAive  and  unfao6tioned,  prov'd  too  weak 
To  bind  the  roving  appetite,  and  lead 
Blind  nature  to  a  God  not  yet  revealed.'* 

^^tf  Vol.  ii«  p.  6li  62. 
When  thefe  great  Philofophers  dare  to  approach  too  near 
the  Divinity,  by  the  fole  light  of  reafon,  fays  an  ingenious 
Critic,  tombent  des  plus  hautes  lumieres  d&ns  les  plus  pro- 
fondes  t6nebres.  Paralelle  de  Homere  et  de  Platon  par 
M.  PAbb^  Maffieu.  Memoires  dc  1' Academic  des  Infcfip* 
Mte«    Par.  1717.  torn.  ii« 

fofce 
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force  their  precepts  upop  the  people,  how- 
ever their  feeming  merits  might  recommend 
them  to  their  practice  and  obedience.  Hence, 
the  duties  of  morality  and  religion  frequently 
became  matter  of  difpute  inftead  of  rules  of 
adion ;  and  .hence,  no  amelioration  was  e£* 
feded  in  the  minds  and  lives  of  any  confider- 
able  portion  of  mankind.  'The  gloomy  tem«* 
pie  of  Polytheifm  flood  unfhaJcen ;  and  the 
vices  that  are  neceflarily  engendered  in  the 
polluted  rites  of  idolatry,  enflaved  the  human 
heart  to  all  her  enormities. 

Whereas  the  religion  of  Jefus,  even  whea 
disfigured  by  the  wildeft  lineaments  of  fanati- 
dfrn^  has  a  vifible  tendency  to  promote  our 
mental  reformation*  Its  precepts  of  mo- 
rality, its  diredions  of  our  daily  condud, 
are  fitted  to  the  meanefl  apprehenfion;  fhort, 
ioftrudive,  plain,  and  irrefragable.  In  fo 
clear  and  fimple  a  manner  is  every  truth, 
rule,  duty,  and  practice,  unfolded  and  illaf- 
trated,  that  none  can  miftake  their  meaning, 
except  thofe  who  do  not  wifh,  nor  dare  not 
leek  them.  Whilft  thefe  precepts  alfo,  which 
thus  open  the  avenues  to  gradual  civilization^ 
which  exalt  the  human  heart  to  the  highef): 
ftate  of  perfection,  are  rendered  equally  prac- 
ticable in  every  age  or  country.  This  mo- 
meotous  period,  therefore,  may  not  only  be 
ranked  as  the  sera  of  Ruflian  Chriftianity,  but 
as  the  commencement  of  Ruffian  civilization, 

E  Two 
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Two  events,  which  cannot  be  viewed  with 
fupine  indifFerence,  when  it  is  refleded,  that 
on  them  are  hinged  the  future  and  temporary 
felicity  of  fo  many  millions  of  fouls. 

The  remaining  days  of  Vladimir  were 
empoifoned  by  domeftic  forrow.  The  death 
of  a  fon  and  wife  were  the  lamentable  tri- 
butes which  he  payed  to  nature.  But  thefe 
lofles  were  only  the  precurfor  of  a  greater 
evil.  It  was  referved  for  his  fon  to  make 
him  drain  to  the  very  dregs  the  cup  of  bit« 
ternefs.  In  the  diflribution  of  his  eftates, 
Yaroflaf,  the  eldeft  of  his  children,  had  ob- 
tained the  fief  of  Novgorod.  But  after  his 
poifeflion,  he  refufed,  in  quality  of  a  vaflal, 
to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  his  father  ; 
and,  to  proted  himfelf  from  the  confequences 
of  this  difobedience,  he  fought  to  allure  the 
Varageans  to  the  fupport  of  his  rebellious 
fiandard.  The  aged  monarch,  forced  to  take 
the  field  againfl  this  unnatural  fon,  expired 
on  the  way  by  the  anguifh  of  a  broken  hearty 
after  a  reign  of  forty-five  years*** 

Thus  fell  Vladimir,  a  victim  to  filial  in- 
gratitude. His  virtues  and  ^vices,  his  reafon 
and  his  paiSons,  did  not  mix  themfelves  by 
a  mce  gradation  of  tints,  but  exhibited  a  foul 
and  fudden  diflimilitude.  Here  the  blacked, 
there  the  moil  fhining  colours  j  and  both  rc^ 
prefented  more  {hiking  by  their  neamefs^ 

*^  Levefque,  torn.  i.  p.  I35»  134.  Le  Clerc,  torn,  i*  p- 168. 
lb  Subtle, 
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Subtle,  rapacious,  and  unfeeling,  yet  open, 
liberal,  and  compaffionate.  At  the  fame  time 
he  fo  ihamefully  bedewed  his  hands  in  the 
Mood  of  Rogvolode  and  his  children,  hit 
nide  generofity  could  prompt  him  to  £eaft  his 
indigent  fubje6:s  under  a  tent,  and  to  appoint 
carriages  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  relief 
to  thofe  whom  ficknefs  confined  to  their 
houfes.  In  a&ion,  he  was  adventurous  and  in^ 
defatigable;  in  counfel,  timid  and  lethargic.  By 
his  valour  and  addrefs  he  firft  taught  his  toU 
diers  to  slGLj  his  enemies  to  fear.  He  colonized 
defarts,  he  depopulated  towns.  With  a  Iau<^ 
dable  emulation,  he  introduced  the  rudiments 
of  art  and  fcience  into  his  country,  by  the  ia- 
ftitudoa  of  fchools ;  with  a  fplendid  munifi- 
cence he  rewarded  thofe  Greeks  who  deco- 
rated bis  cities  and  enlightened  [their  inhabi* 
tants :  but  in  recompenfing  thefe  foreigners,  he 
impoveriflied  his  fubjeds.  To  the  clergy  his 
indulgence  was  unbounded,  to  the  people  his 
feverity  inflexible. 

Hiftory,  in  recording  the  tranfadlions  of 
early  ages,  prefents  us  with  but  few  exam- 
ples of  princes,  who,  after  embracing  Chrifti- 
amty,  have  not  difgraced  its  doflrines  by  their 
implacable  ferocity  and  fanguinary  revenge. 
The  great  Conftantine,  and  the  no  lefs  great 
Qovis,  are  confpicuous  proofs  how  little  they 
imbibed  the  true  fpirit  of  a  religion  to  which 
they  had  profefled  themfelves  fmcere  con« 

♦E2  verts: 
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verts :  when  the  firft  commanded  the  exeeu- 
tion^  or  rather  the  murder^  of  his  cldeft  and 
virtuous  fon  Crifpus ;  and  the  fecond  aflfafii* 
nated  all  the  princes  of  the  Merovingian  race  '*• 
But  the  religious  fervor  of  Vladimir  breathed 
into  him  fuch  counfels  of  charity,  as  were  no 
lefs  unwife  than  unexpedled. 

The  fame  man  who  could,  with  fuch  cri« 
minal  apathy,  command  the  death  and  furvey 
the  mangled  form  of  his  brother,  hefitated,  for 
a  confiderable  time  after  his  converfion  to 
chriftianity,  to  punifh  fome  robbers  who  in- 
fefted  his  mod  fertile  and  populous  provinces : 
and,  when  oenfured  for  this  falfe  humanity  by 
his  clergy,  he  meekly  replied  ;  •*  What  am  I, 
that  I  fliould  condemn  my  fellow  creatures 
to  death?"  Upon  the  whole,  had  fortune 
thrown  him  into  a  more  poliihed  age,  his  vices 
might  have  been  foftened  by  the  plaftic  hand 
of  education,  his  virtues  might  have  6hal«» 
lenged  our  regard  and  admiration  ^\ 

♦7  SeeGibbony  vol.vi.  p.  320.    • 

^'  Bj  the  Aiperilition  of  the  Ruffians,  Vladimir  fiik  a  con* 
ipicuous  raqk  in  the  crowded  calendar  of  their  faints.  Her* 
beftein»  Rerum  Mofcov.  Comment,  p.  5.  Their  transforma- 
tion of  their  monarch  into  a  faint  we  may  ezcu(e«  from  con* 
^dcratioos  of  their  ignorance,  gratitude,  or  devotion  >  but  no 
fuch  apology  can  he  offered  for  the  lavifli  encomiums  of  M« 
Lacombcy  who  (hould  have  been  taught,  from  the  evidence 
of  their  national  annals,  not  to  have  fummed  up  his  charac- 
ter in  thefe  injudicious  and  partial  words :  **  H  mtriia  (fpeak- 
ing  of  Vladimir]  it\unmot  d^eire  app<Ue  de  fan  vivatii,  Papotrs 
it  U  Salomon  de  Ruffii,  tt  Jfhre  honor f  apret  fa  morl  eomm  m 
SSm^^^    Hiftoire  de  Rufliei  Fan'si  1760,  p.  8« 
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REVOLUTION  THE  THIRD. 

The  Invafiony  Conquejly  and  Tribute^  of  the  Tatars. 

UUR  attention  is  now  arrefled  by  a  revolu- 
tion the  moft  difgraceful,  grievous,  and  in- 
tolerable, perhaps,  in  the  hiftery  of  the  world. 
The  conqueft  of  the  Tatars  *  prefented  to 
Ruffia  fuch  a  vaft  theatre  of  horrors,  fuch  a 
tragical  uniformity  of  havock  and  murder, 
as  might  ferve  to  obliterate  the  memory  of 
all  former  devailations.  Ruflia,  for  the  fpace 
of  two  hundred  years,  proftrated  herfelf  at 
the  feet  of  this  invincible  hoft  of  opprelTora ; 
whilft  its  wretched  inhabitants,  during  this 
ignominious  period,  were  overfhadowed  in 
hopelefs  flavery  and  profound  ignorance. 
The  unexpeded  invafion  of  thefe  defperate 
enemies  plunged  them  again  into  the  moil 
lamentable  barbarifm,  out  of  which  they 
were  juft  beginning  to  rife,  by  the  benign 
and  civilizing  influence  of  chriftianity. 

«  It  has  been  the  praAice,  till  lately,  of  European  Au- 
thors to  write  Tartars  inftead  of  Tatars ;  but  Abulgafi  Ba- 
hadur Khan,  a  defcendant  of  Zingis,  mud  have  known 
how  to  have  ipelt  the  true  name  of  his  countrymen ;  and  in 
the  Hifioire  Genealogtque  des  Tatars^  a  Leyde,  1725, 
which  was  tranilated  from  his  Mogul.  MS*  the  Editors, 
both  Engliffa  and  French,  have  refpefted  his  orthography. 

E  3  A  flight 
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A  flight  view,  therefore,  of  the  character 
and  manners  of  the  nation*  who  held  the  , 
Ruffians  in  fo  long  and  afflicting  bondage  of 
captivity,  may  not  be  deemed,  by  the  intelli- 
gent reader,  uninterefting  nor  extraneous  to 
our  fubje£t. 

The  ugly  and  deformed  figures  of  thefe 
fatal  enemies  of  Ruffia  united  activity  with 
ftrength  j  and,  from  the  combined  teftimony 
of  ancient  and  modern  writers,  we  fhall  find, 
that  the  Tatars,  in  every  age,  are  no  lefs  dif- 
tinguiflied  from  the  reft  of  mankind  by  their 
fwarthy  complexion,  broad  faces,  dark  hair, 
fiat  nofes,  little  or  no  beard,  and  their  fmatl 
black  eyes  funk  into  their  head ',  than  by  the 

*  It  is  not  our  province  to  enter  into  a  laborious  difqai- 
fition  concerning  the  origin  and  country  of  the  Tatars^  for 
by  this  common  name  we  ihall  call  them  all,  whether  in 
Northern  Europe  or  Afia.  It  will  be  fufficient  therefore, 
{6r  our  purpofes,  to  obferve,  that  the  Tatars  were  a  primi- 
tive tribe,  and  that  after  repeated  contefts  with  the  Mo. 
guls,  at  length  they  became  their  fubjeds;  and  in  whofe 
vidiorious  expeditions  to  the  Weft,  they  formed  the  van- 
guard. **  Ce  nom,"  fays  an  ingenious  and  learned  Frencli* 
xnajiy  *'  qui  defigne  aujour-d'hui  toute  la  nation  Scythique, 
ctoit  autrefois  celui  d'une  de  fes  tribus  particulieres.  Mais 
comme  cette  tribu  formoit  I'avantgarde,  dnns  Ics  expe- 
ditions dcs  Mogols,  vers  I'occident,  les  ctrangers  la  connu- 
rent  la  premiere.'*  See  Freret  in  Memoires  de  Tacademie 
des  Infcriptions,  Par.  1753.  torn,  xvlii.  p,  61, 

•  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  Ham.  1609.  Lib.  31.  p.  466. 
and  Jornandes  De  Reb.  Geticis.  Lugd.  Batav.  1597.  cap.  24. 
p.  69.  have  drawn  a  very  difgufting  pidurcof  the  countenance 
and  manners  of  the  Huns  or  Tatars.  Sec  alfo  Buffon, 
Hiftoirc  NaturcUc,  Paris  1749.  torn,  iii.  p.  380. 

fame 
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iame  uniform  continuance  of  the  deiires  and 
eojojments  of  their  forefathers.  Bold,  im- 
petuous,  artful,  and  rapacious  in  adion ;  they 
were  fubtle  and  perfidious  in  treaty  j  (Irang^rs 
alike  to  the  feelings  of  pity  and  remorfe^  to 
their  parents  and  relations  alone  they  gave 
examplary  proofs  of  a  warm  and  permanent 
affcdion. 

Taught]  from  their  infancy  the  double 
fcicnce  of  archery  and  horfemanfhip,  they 
were  dextrous  beyond  defcription  in  both 
ofthefe  ufeful  exercifes.  They  knew  how 
to  wield  the  fabre,  and  to  poife  the  lance  with 
an  unerring  hand,  amidft  the  tumult  of  the 
day  of  battle*  Whilft  their  bodies  were  ren- 
dered firm  and  inured  to  hardfhips,  by  the 
difl^rent  temperatures  of  feafons  and  of  cli- 
mates, into  which  their  reftlefs  difpofitions 
and  adventurous  valour  led  them  to  mi« 
grate. 

Averfe  to  labour,  and  addided  to  no  oc« 
cupations  but  war  and  hunting  \  in  which 
laft  exercife  they  difplayed  all  the  attributes 
of  military  enterprize,  every  menial  duty  was 
performed  by  their  captives.  While  the  only 
objed  of  their  labour  feems  to  have  been  in 

*  See  Petit  de  la  Croix,  in  his  Hiftoire  da  Grand 
Genghizcan  premier  Empereiir  des  Mogols  Jt  Tartares,  a 
Paris,  iji6»  Liv.  iii.  chap,  vii*  p.  331.  338.  for  a  full  ac* 
count  of  their  didtculties,  dangers,  and  exertions  of  valour  ix) 
tbcir  grand  hunting  matches- 
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the  art  of  drawing  from  mare's  milk'  a 
fermented  liquor,  which  is  of  a  muft  intoxi-* 
eating  quality^,  and  fo  well  known  to  the 
Tatars  and  Ruffians,  under  the  name  of 
Koumis. 

In  their  flocks  and  herds  confifted  their 
greateft  riches.  Their  firft  care  was,  there- 
fore, to  provide  a  plentiful  command  of  pa& 
ture  for  thefe  ferviceable  animals,  who  were 
their  companions  in  their  mod  diftant  marches. 
Their  habitations,  like  their  diet,  were  fim» 
pie,  and  well  adapted  for  a  people  who  per- 
petually fhifted  their  refidence  in  fearch  of 
new  and  bloody  conquefts  \  A  number  of 
fmall  oval  tents,  which  were  eafrly  pitched, 
on  moveable  carriages,  anfwered  all  the  pur« 

•  Sec  Herodotus,  t%  edit.  Gronov.  lib.  iv.  p.  4.  for 
the  crueU  though  curious  method,  which  the  ancient  Scy- 
thians took  to  obtain  this  milk.  In  the  fame  book,  the  fa- 
ther of  Greek  Hiftory  (ketches  out  many  other  domeftic 
features  of  this  fingular  race. 

•  The  chemifts  formerly  afferted,  that  an  ardent  fpirit 
could  not  be  extra^fted  from  milk,  until,  fays  that  learned 
travellerv  Mrs.  Guthrie,  they  were  taught  Uie  Tatar  mode 
I  of  diftillation  in  the  wilds  of  Scythia.  See  her  Tour  through  * 
the  Crimea  and  along  the  Euxme  coafts  in  the  years  1795-6. 
Letter  xxiii.  page  227. 

'  Homer  thus  defcribes  the  original  Scythians  2 


Iliad,  lib.  xiii. 

This  laft  epithet  can  by  no  means  be  annexed  to  the  charac^ 
ter  of  their  defcendants. 

pofes 
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pofes  of  domeftic  accommodation  '  for  both 
men  and  women,  no  lefs  filthy  in  their  per- 
fons,  than  brutifh  in  their  manners ;  and  they 
were  fo  feverelj  trained  up  in  the  habits  of 
temperance,  that  on  any  occafion  of  a  long 
and  fudden  march,  a  number  of  little  balls  of 
dried  curd,  diffolved  into  water,  not  only  fa- 
tisfied  their  hunger,  but  fuftained  for  many 
days  the  fpirits,  even  of  the  hardy  Tatar* 
They  were  moreover  fortified  againft  the  at- 
tacks of  famine,  that  dreadful  foe  to  military 
enterprize,  by  their  immoderate  and  fingular 
love  of  horfe-flefh,  to  gratify  which,  they 
were  invariably  followed  in  their  marches  by 
a  fufficient  number  of  fpare  horfes. 

The  religion  '  of  thefe  warlike  people  can- 
not be  viewed  without  aftonifhment.  Not- 
withftanding  their  numerous  idols,  the  firfl: 
and  only  article  of  their  faith  feems  to  have 
been  the  exiftence  of  one  God,  the  author  of 
all  good:  and  their  ignorance  is  not  to  be 

'  Their  fimple  habitations  are  noticed  by  Horace : 

■  Campeftres  melius  Scythx* 
Qooram  plauftra  vagas  rite  trahunt  domosy 
Vivant,  &c.  Glafg.  Lib.  iii.  page  163. 

^  Confeflano  8l  adorano  un  folo  Iddio— *&  lo  chiamauo 
Talto  Iddloy  demandogli  bouono  intelleto  &  fanda.  See 
rHiftoria  del  grand  regno  dclla  China,  Venezia,  1587,  p. 
34.  A  tranfiation  from  the  SpanlHi  Hiftory  of  Gonzalez  di 
Mendozza,  a  monk  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine,  by  Fran- 
cefcoAvanzi^  a  Venetian  citizen. 

remarked, 
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remarked,  when  they  demand  health  and  un- 
derftanding  from  his  fupreme  power. 

In  their  original  date,  the  chief  of  a  tribe 
appeared  as  the  independent  mafter  of  a  nu- 
merous and  feparate  family  j  but  they  fooa 
felt  the  advantages  of  uniting  under  one  com* 
mon  head,  and  the  title  of  Khan,  though 
the  order  of  fucceffion  is  loofe  and  precari- 
ous, embraces  all  the  authority  of  a  fupreme 
leader. 

In  every  age,  the  Tatars  have  been  cele- 
brated for  their  fkill  and  boldnefs  which  they 
difplay  on  horfeback '%  Their  principal 
ftrength,  therefore,  in  the  field  of  battle,  lay 
in  the  evolution  of  their  cavalry,  which  they 
performed  with  equal  dexterity  and  efFedl^ 
whether  in  flight  or  purfuit,  in  open  combat 
c^  in  fecret  ambulh. 

Thus  neither  granting  or  expecting  mercy, 
ihefe  conquerors  of  Afia  ruflxed  forward 
with  unparalleled  rapidity  to  fuccefs,  alike 
attacking  the  mod  populous  dties,  and  ex- 

'*  The  Sieur  de  Beauplan,  an  intelligent  French  engineer* 
in  his  Defcription  de  l'Ukraine>  Rouen  1660,  page  389  fa/s^ 
^  lis  font  tres  fort  agiles  a  cheval  &  ont  une  telle  adrefTe,  qu'en 
cheminantaa  grand  trot  ils  fautent  de  deffus  leurs  chevals  lors 
qu'Il  eft  hors  d'haleine  fur  un  autre  qu'ils  menent  a  la  main, 
k  fin  de  mieux  fuyr  lorfqui'ls  font  pourfuives  8c  le  cheval  qui 
ne  fent  plus  fon  maiftref  fous  luy  vient  auiTi  toil  prendre  la 
main  droite  de  fon  maiftre^  &  le  fuit  tousjours  en  rang 
mieux  difpofee  lorfqu'il  fe  voudra  montrer  par  un  certain 
agilit£  qui'ls  ont  de  fauter." 

ploring 
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ploring  boundlefs  deferts,  in  their  infatiable 
defire  for  plunder  and  renown  "• 

Such  were  the  charadler  and  manners  of 
a  people,  whofe  fteps  were  foon  to  be 
marked  with  blood  and  defolation  through- 
out the  Ruffian  empire.  But  before  wc  en- 
ter into  a  minute  relation  of  their  warlike 
atchievements,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  throw 
a  flight  glance  on  the  ftate  of  Ruflia  prior  to 
their  firft  incurfion. 

Since  the  days  of  Vladimir,  the  principles 
of  diforder  and  corruption  had  made  rapid 
ftrides  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  pernicious  fyftem  of  parcel- 
ling out  the  ftate  into  feparate  principalities. 
Hence  the  fources  of  anarchy  became  innu- 
merable. The  whole  ftrength  of  the  great 
prince  was  employed  in  quelling  his  refrac- 
tory kinfmen ;  while  even  the  petty  boyars, 
taking  advantage  of  their  endlefs  contefts, 
afpired  openly  to  independence  in  their  re- 
fpedive  fiefs.      To  heighten  the  efFeds  of 

■"  For  this  iketcb  of  the  cbarader  and  manners  of  thcfc 
Barbarians,  we  are  indebted  to  the  Eril  book  of  THidoria 
della  China ;  to  Ctrpin>  Afcelin^  Rubruquis,  in  the  Hifloire 
dcs  Voyages,  torn  vii.  Cromer,  Mathew  a  Michou,  a  canon 
and  pbyftcian  of  Cracow,  de  Sarmatia  Afiana  atque  Euro- 
poea;  Aug.  Vind.  1518;  Hidoire  Genealogique  des  Ta- 
tars}  de  Ra/Toruixiy  Mofcovitarum,  et  Tartarorum  Reli- 
gione  Spirae,  1584  i  Sieu  de  Beauplan,  in  his  Defcription 
del'Ukraine;  and  Voyages  en  Mofcovic  &  Tartarie,  $sc. 
par  JtaA  Struys,  Amil.  i68i« 

t!hU 
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this  deplorable  evil,  the  lives  of  the  people 
were  fubjeft  fo  the  caprice  of.thefe  arbitrary 
oppreflbrs.  Hence  the  fprings  of  induftry 
and  commerce  became  dried  up  by  this  want 
of  pcrfonal  fecurity. 

A  kingdom  thus  wafted  by  perpelnal  dif- 
fenfions,  thus  compofed  of  fuch  difcordant 
members,  of  which  the  chief  was  deftitute  of 
all  power  to  chaftife  the  infolent,  to  punifh 
the  guilty,  and  to  protedt  the  indocent,  was  ill 
fuited  to  ered  an  impregnable  barrier  againft 
the  attacks  of  a  foreign  enemy,  efpecially  the 
Tatars,  who  ruflied  upon  their  foes  with  all 
the  fury  of  a  deftroying  whirlwind. 

Such  was  the  lamentable  appearance  of 
Ruffia,  when  Yury,  or  George,  the  fecond 
VofevolodovitZjpoffeffed  the  chief  principality 
of  Vladimir '*;  a  prince  who  blended  in  his 
perfon  none  of  thofe  qualities  of  genius,  enter- 
prize,  fagacity,  and  vigilance,  which  are  fo 
requifite  to  enable  a  man  in  dangerous  junc^ 

'*  In  this  narrative  of  the  fubjugation  of  the  Ruffians  by 
the  Tatars,  I  have  followed  folely  the  clear  and  authentic 
narratives  of  Levefque  and  Le  Clerc,  in  preference  to  lie- 
wildering  myfelf  with  the  dark,  contradictory,  and  imperfe<ft 
relations  of  other  writers  on  this  difgraceful  fubje<5l  to 
Ruffia.  We  fhall  only  therefore  notice  their  accounts  when 
they  accord  with  thefe  hiftories.  For  the  conqueft,  fcrvi- 
tude,  and  tribute  of  Ruffia  by  the  Tatars,  fee  the  fecond 
volume  of  Levefque,  p.  64.  104.  122.  Our  obligations  to 
Le  Clerc  are  not  quite  fo  numerous,  we  fhall  not  thereforo 
repeat  his  name  too  often,  if  we  quote  his  pages  in  order* 

tures,* 
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tores,  to  zOi  with  becoming  vigour.  He  foon 
felt  the  impotence  of  his  own  authority,  with- 
out having  the  courage  or  addrefs  to  concert 
aoy  plan  of  amendment.  No  meafures,  there* 
fore,  could  refult  from  fuch  a  mind  capable 
of  ftriktng  terror  into  the  hearts  of  his  divided 
fubjeds,  and  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of 
his  kingdom. 

Weihall,  however,  pafs  over  In  total  (ilence 
thofc  occurrences  which  gave  rife  to  fo  many 
inteftine  feuds  at  this  period,  as  the  caufes  of 
them  are  marked  by  no  features  of  importance; 
while  our  narrative  will  haften  to  thofe  events 
which  introduced  the  Ruffians  to  the  Tatars. 

The  arras  of  Zingis,  great  Khan  or  Em^x  ^tioi 
peror  of  the  Monguls  and  Tatars,  and  of  his 
chief  lieutenants,  had  fucceffively  triumphed 
over  all  that  immenfe  region  which  we  fo 
vaguely  denominate  Grand  Tatary,  the  ex« 
tenfive  empire  of  Karazm,  and  a  confiderable 
part  of  China  and  Perfia :  the  efforts  .  of  his 
two  captains  Tchenanoian  and  Soudai  Bai- 
dour,  were  the  mod  confpicuous  in  the  fub- 
je^on  of  the  latter  kingdom.  When  the 
city  of  Shamakee,  on  the  weftern  banks  of 
die  Cafpian  Sea,  fell  an  eafy  prey  to  their 
Impetuous  fquadrons,  they  took  ten  guides 
to  condud  them  the  (horteft  way  to  the  Caf- 
piao^  or  Albanian  gates,  a  name  fo  properly 
I  applied 
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applied  to  Derbent  '*,  fituate,  according  to 
authentic  travellers,  on  a  defcent  between  the 
mountains  and  the  fea.  If  thefe  generals  had 
accompliihed  their  project,  RuiBa  perhaps 
might  never  have  been  enflaved.  Mafters  of 
this  important  place,  which  they  were  in-* 
duced  to  acquire  from  the  united  motive  of 
fafety,  intereft,  and  glory,  they  would  have 
felt  no  difpofition  to  encounter  the  Ruffians, 
or  rather  would  not  have  known  them  in  all 
tbeir  ardent  fpirit  of  adventure. 
tit$.  Sut  to  the  incalculable  afflidion  of  the  eaftera 
and  northern  countries  of  Europe^  the  Tatar 
generals  had  the  inhuman  precaution  to  cut 
tin^  throat  of  one  of  the  guides,  and  to  threaten 
the  reft  with  aiimilar  fate,  fhould  they  difcenn 
the  fmalleft  fymptoms  of  treadiery.  This  cruel 
policy  did  not  produce  the  defired  ettaSt;  pro^ 
voked  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  refentment  by  the 
death  of  their  companion,  they  refolved  to  maka 
the  experiment  of  mifleading  thefe  ftrangeraia 
their  way  to  Derbent,  and  of  drawing  them  into 

^'  For  a  full  defcription  of  the  famous  pafsi  citfa  aneiexic 
and  modern  fortifications  of  Derbent,  we  refer  the  reader 
to  the  following  authors:  Herbelot,  Bibltotheque  Orientale, 
pw  15^-^291 --807.  Petit  de  la  Croix,  HilL  de  Genifib- 
cau>  liv.  iv.  chap.  Iz.  p.  445^  446.  OlearitiSj  Vo]rages« 
Leid«  1 71 99  torn.  i.  p.  1059 — 1041.  Brun»  Voyages, 
Amft.  1718,  torn.  i.  p.  146,  147.  Hackluyt'ii  y^f^fi^ 
w>l.  u  p.  546. ;  and  that  pleaQng  and  jiidickNi&  tniTeUer»  BeU 
of  Aattrmonjy  voK  ii«  p.  350,  351. 

a  road 
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a  road  where  the  Alains  and  Kaphtchaks,  or 
whom  the  Ruffians  call  Polovtfi  hunters  or 
robbers  '\  lay  in  ambulh  to  fall  upon  them 
in  their  palTage. 

When  the  generals  perceived  the  deception 
of  the  guides,  they  were  feized  with  the  moft 
lively  emotions  of  fear  at  their  critical  fitua- 
tion.  In  balancing  their  power  and  refources 
with  the  enemy,  they  foon  beheld  that  no 
alternative  was  left  them  from  their  fuperior 
ftrength  of  numbers,  and  excellence  of  pofi- 
tion,  but  the  infamy  of  a  retreat,  or  the  ne- 
ccflity  of  fummoning  the  aid  of  craft  inftead 
of  force  '*.  In  their  exigency,  the  laft  expe- 
riment appeared  to  be  the  leaft  produdive  of 
fetal  confequences.  This,  therefore,  the  ge- 
nerals attempted,  apd  the  prudence  of  the  at- 
tempt was  confirmed  by  its  ample  fuccefs. 

Their  hopes  of  delivery  reded  folely  on 
dividing  the  nations,  who  menaced  them 
with  fuch  inevitable  deftruclion ;  the  Polovtfi 
were,  from  many  concurring  caufes,  deemed 
the  fitteft  inftruments  for  advancing  their 

**  In  the  Ruffian  language,  fays  Matthew  Michou,  chap. 
S.  Polovtiki  interpretantur  venatici  feu  rapaces. — De  Sar- 
matia  Afiana  &  Europxa.  Michou  puts  this  expedition 
in  1212;  Cromer  in  121 1  ;  the  Ruffian  A nnales,  in  1223.  and 
thejr  accord,  fays  M.  de  Guignes,  in  a  note,  avec  i'Hiftoire 
Chinmfe  et  Tordre  des  evenemens.  See  Hiftoire  Geoerale 
des  Hnns,  a  Paris,' 17 57,  torn.  iii.  liv.  xv.  p.  60. 

"  Hiftoire  Gcnealogique  des  Tatars,  p.  309.  Hiftoire 
<!e  GeoghizcaDj  lir*  iv.  chap.  tx.  p.  448* 

fchemes. 
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fchemes.  To  them  they  fcnt  aa  officer  charged 
with  fplendid  prefents.  In  a  well  arranged 
fpeech,  he  impofed  on  their  credulity,  by  re- 
prefentingthe  injuftice  of  coalefcing  with  a 
foreign  people  to  overwhelm  them,  fprung 
from  the  fame  anceftor,  anxious  to  be  united 
in  bonds  of  paternal  concord,  and  confcious 
of  never  having  incurred  their  enmity,  by 
hoifting  againft  them  the  ftandard  of  war. 

Influenced  by  the  liberal  gifts,  and  more 
liberal  promifes  of  this  Tatarian  deputy,  the 
Polovtfii  took  the  imprudent  refolution  of 
obferving  a  ftri£t  neutrality  between  the  two 
hoftile  parties.  The  Tatars,  no  longer  in- 
timidated by  their  juft  apprehenfions  of  fink- 
ing beneath  this  combined  weight,  rufhed 
on  the  Alains  with  all  that  ardour  which 
flows  from  the  aflurance  of  vidory,  and  foon 
cruflied  the  feeble  exertions  of  their  adver- 
faries.  The  rage  of  the  Tatars  was  fatiated 
by  an  almofl;  undiftinguifhed  maflacre  ;  while 
the  few  that  efcaped  the  fword,  were  loaded 
with  the  galling  chains  of  perpetual  flavery"*. 
Thus,  in  one  fingle  battle,  periftied  a  nation 
celebrated  among  thofe  who  had  contributed 
to  the  downfall  of  the  Roman  empire. 

Diftruft,  and  its  near  ally,  fear,  now  in- 
vaded the  hearts  of  the  Polovtfi,  when  they 
contemplated  the  reftlefs  progrefs  of  the  Ta- 

•*  Hiftoirc  Gcncalogiquc  des  Tatars,  p.  310. 

tars« 
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ttfs.     Tranquil  fpedators  of  their  fuccde, 
they  now  began  to  difbelieve  the  vain  pror 
ieifioas  of  peace  and  attachment  made  by  the 
Tatars,  and  were  ftruck  with  fear  at  their  rafh* 
nefs  in  diflblving  the  confederacy  with  their 
late  faithful  allies ;  and  their  fituation  jufti* 
fied  their  inquietude.     For  the  Tatars,  after 
having    fo   effedually  difabled  the  Alains, 
deemed  it  advifeable  to  advance,  without  de- 
lay, againft  them.     And  they  fo  far  gratified 
their  vengeance,  as  to  drive  them  to  the  banks 
of  the  Boryfthenes.     Thus  coiiufted  by  them 
no  longer  than  they  conduced  to  their  intereft^ 
and  hourly  expofed  to  their  lurking  revenge, 
nothing  remained  but  to  confult  their  fafe- 
ty  by  flight,  or  to  implore  the  alliance  of 
the  Ruffians. 

The  iaft  remedy  was  adopted  without  de« 
lay.  Kotiak,  the  moft  confiderable  of  their 
princes,  with  his  mournful  train,  haftened  to 
his  fon-in-law  Mftiflaf,  who  filled  the  throne 
ofGalitch,  with  the  reputation  of  being  en- 
dowed with  courage,  fagacity,  and  fortitude; 
and,  conformable  to  the  fimple  manner  of 
their  paftoral  life,  he  firfl:  prefented  him  with 
thofe  homed  cattle,  which  were  regarded 
the  moft  valuable  in  their  eftimation.  He 
Aen  expatiated  with  energy  on  the  impend- 
ing evils  which  threatened  to  fubvert  the 
peace  and  liberty  of  his  country,  artfully 
pointing  out  the  glory,  merit,  and  the  fafety 

F  which 
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tvhicH  would  accrue  to  the  Ruffian  pritxce!$ 
from  aflbciating  to  oppofe  the  Tatars. 

The  penetrating  mind  of  the  prince  quick^ 
ly  difcovered  the  neceffity  of  entering  into  a 
(Irid;  bond  of  mutual  defence  againft  thefe 
bold  invaders ;  for,  by  redrefCng  their  griev- 
ances, he  awarded  the  blow  which  threat- 
ened to  reach  himfelf.  On  his  invitation; 
all  the  princes  who  were  emulous  to  fhine  in 
martial  glory  affembled  at  Kief.  In  this 
meeting,  compofed  of  men  eager  to  fignalize 
themfelves  in  arms,  it  may  be  eafily  fup- 
pofed  they  foon  came  to  the  unanimous  re- 
folution  of  marching  agjunft  the  common 
enemy,  before  Ruffia  was  made  the  fcene  of 
their  oppreffion  '\ 

After  having  difpatched  meffengers  to  pror 
cure  the  co-operation  of  Yury,  againft  thefe  • 
deftroyers  of  mankind,    the   chiefs  of  this 
auguft  aflenably  feparatcd  to  colled  their  re^ 
fpedive  forces. 

One  of  the  Polovtfian  princes  who  accom- 
panied Kotiak  to  entreat  the  fuccour  of  the 
Ruffians,  demanded  and  received  the  facra- 
ment  of  baptifm  ;  and  he  w^  perhaps  infti- 
gated  to  this  voluntary  adl  of  converfion,  from 
his  wiih  to  prevent  their  zeal  of  their  caufe 
degenerating  into  the  lukewarm  and  languid 
Ipirit  of  a  mere  political  alliance. 

«'  LcClcrc,  torn.  i.  p.  49«i  4f*- 

Already 
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Already  had  the  Ruffian  princes  donduded 
their  nUteerous  and  im(>atient  troops  towarda 
one  of  th6  iflands  of  the  Boryfthenes,  when 
they  were  met  by  an  embafTy  of  the  Tatars. 
Thefe  deputies  were;  charged  with  pacific  de- 
darations^  which  doubtlefs  would  have  been 
immediately  forfaken  on  the  moment  danger 
di&ppeared.  They  protefted  that  their  na* 
don  entertained  no  defign  inimical  to  the 
ftate  of  Rufiia,  but  that  their  chiefs  wifhed 
only  to  chaftife  the  i;ifoIence  and  treachery  of 
thttr  ancient  ilaveS)  the  Polovtfi,  whofe  des- 
perate and  predatory  mode  of  warfare  the 
Ruffians  themfelves  had  frequently  expe- 
rienced. 

To  have  liftened  with  an  ear  of  belief  to 
thefe  hollow  proteftadons,  would  have  juftly 
fubjeded  the  Ruffians  to  the  cenfure  of  im<p 
prudence,  but  to  have  malTacred*'  thefe  oftenfi- 
Ue  negotiators  of  peace,  from  the  barbarous 
policy  that  no  advantages  might  be  gawed 
in  reprifals,  was  an  aft  which  cannot  be  re- 
lated without  exciting  the  ftrongeft  fentiments 
of  condemnation  and  abhorrence. 

The  Tatars,  as  foon  as  they  were  inftruded 
of  this  unexpeded  invafion  of  the  rights  of 

■•  Cromer  thus  cerroborates  this  violation  of  the  law  of 
tuitions :  '*  Quin  legatos  Tartaronim  monentes,  ne  fcfc  co 
bcllo  implicarcnt,  contra  jus  gentium  intcremere.*'  De  Reb. 
Polon.  Lib.  vti.  p,  191. --Sec  alfo  Michou,  chap.  ii.  De 
Sarmatia,  Afiana,  atquc  Europxa ;  and  de  Guigncs  Hift. 
Cen.  des  Huns,  torn.  iii.  liv.  xv.  p.  6|. 

F  2  nations, 
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nations,  fent  to  reproach  thfem  for  the  un- 
pardonable and  atrocious  crime  which  they 
had  committed.  "  You  have  thirfted  fw  cm 
Wood,"  exclaimed  thefe  new  and  incenfed  ca- 
Toys  J  ^^  you  have  aflaffinated  our  deputies  ; 
you,  who  are  utterly  ignorant  of  our  charac- 
ters J  you,  to  whom  we  never  rendered  any 
evil.  But  Heaven  {hall  be  the  arbiter  of  our 
caufe"^" 

The  Prince  of  Galitch,  the  intrepid  Mftiflaf, 
who  had  not  yet  levied  all  his  forces,  eager 
for  the  applaufe  of  the  confederacy,  was  the 
lirft  to  encounter  their  formidable  antagonifts  ; 
followedby  a  band  of  veterans,  who  amounted 
only  to  one  thoufand  men,  he  pafied  the  Dnie- 
per, fell  on  a  detached  corps  of  the  Tatars, 
routed  them,  and  obtained  the  perfon  of  their 
commander,  whofe  misfortune  of  falling  alive 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  procured 
him  the  torture,  and  then  death,  from  the 
hands  of  the  inhuman  Polovtfi. 

In  a  fhort  time  after  the  troops  of  Galitcb 
arrived^  The  mode  <^  their  route  was  *re^ 
-  markable.  Their  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men  embarked  in  two  thoufand  veffels  *\  or 
more  properly  canoes,  made  of  a  fmgle  tree ; 
and  after  having  defcended  to  the  mouth  of 

'•  Lc  Ckrc^  torn.  i.  p.  493* 

^  M.  de  Guignes  in  his  Hift.  Gen.  des  Huns,  p.  6u  re- 
'  ducts  their  6eet  of  boats  to  a  thoufiuid» 

the 
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the  Daiefter,  the  aacient  Tyras,  they  entered 
the  Euxine,  from  whence  they  proceeded^ 
without  impediment,  up  the  Boryfthenes,  as 
far  as  the  feven  or  thirteen  ridges  of  rocks  ** 
which  form  the  famous  catarads,  and  embar«« 
rafs  its  navigation  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen 
leagues.  There  began  the  toils  anid  difficult 
ties  of  their  journey,  which  were  not  ended 
by  re-afcending  of  the  river,  and  joining  the 
Ruffian  army,  until  they  had  dragged  their 
barks  a  confiderable  diftance  over  land.  Some 
unimportant  nations,  urged  by  a  juft  fenfe 
of  the  common  danger,  reforted  to  the  Ru& 
fian  ftandard. 

All  the  troops  were  now  aflembled  in 
arms,  and  ail  had  pafled  the  Dnieper,  when 
intelligence  was  received,  that  a  body  of 
Tatars  had  advanced  to  reconnoitre  their 
movements.  Some  young  princes,  panting 
to  diftinguifh  themfelves,  were  honoured 
with  the  command  of  attack  by  Mftiflaf. 
Their  vigour,  excited  by  the  hope  of  vic- 
tory and  fame,  purchafed  them  complete 
fuccefs*  The  Tatars  were  repulfed,  and  the 
camp  of  the  enemy  feafted  for  many  days 
on  the  quantity  of  cattle  which  they  had 

y  See  Conftantine  de  Adminiftr.  Imp.  cap.  ix.  who  men- 
tions only  feven  cataracts;  while  the  Sieur  de  Beau* 
plant  u&  his  Defcription  de  l*Ukraine,  enumtratcs  thirteen, 

F  3  been 
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been  conftrained  to  abandon  amidft  their  tu- 
mult)  difmay,  and  confufion. 

After  this  fuccefsful  engagement,  the  Ru(^ 
fians  purfued  their  march  for  the  fpace  of 
ten  days  unmolefted  ".  Their  pride  then 
began  to  indulge  in  the  vain  and  dangerous 
reflexion,  that  they  had  overawed  and  ter«- 
rified  their  foes.  Whereas  the  no  lefs  provi- 
dent, than  enterprifmg  Tatars,  foon  difcerned 
that  their  own  ignorance  of  the  country 
formed  the  fafeguard  of  the  Ruffians ;  and 
until  this  local  inconvenience  was  obviated, 
they  would  not  only  fight  to  a  manifeft  dit 
advantage,  but  expofe  themfelves  to  the  in- 
fupportable  fhame  of  a  perfed  overthrow ; 
they  retreated  therefore  to  allure  them  to 
their  final  ruin. 

When  their  rapid  fteps  had  nearly  reached 
the  borders  of  the  Kalka,  whofe  deep,  though 
narrow  ftreams,  enter  the  Euxine  Sea,  not 
far  from  the  mouth  of  the  winding  Tanais, 
they  at  laft  efpied  an  advanced  detachment 
of  the  Tatars.  Their  fituation  offered  no 
alternative,  but  a  renewal  of  hoftilities.  The 
Tatars,  however,  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
driven  back  with  eafe,  and  the  Ruffians 
crolfed  the  Kalka  without  impediment. 

By  a  misfortune,  inherent  to  great  confe- 
deracies, the  army  was  weakened  by  the  dif^ 

**  Hiftoirc  GenealogiquiQ  des  Tatars,  p.  313. 
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eord  of  the  Princes  of  Kief,  and  Galitch.  This 
latter  general  laboured  more  to  fruftrate  the 
fuccels  of  his  colleagues,  than  to  promote 
the  public  fervice.  Under  the  influence  of 
this  unworthy  and  fatal  notion,  that  his  fame 
would  be  fuUied,  (hould  his  competitor  par- 
dcipate  in  the  approaching  battle,  he  made 
the  neceflary  difpoiitions  for  attack  with  the 
other  princes,  before  the  fovereign  of  Kief 
had  commenced  any  preparatory  movement. 
Never  did  armies,  nor  princes,  encounter 
each  other  with  a-  more  determined  courage^ 
or.  with  a  more  feeling  opinion  of  the  merci* 
lefs  revenge  which  would  be  inflid:ed  on  the 
conquered  party.  Both  fides,  therefore,  vied 
with  each  other  in  emulation  and  mutual 
refentment.  For  a  long  time,  this  important 
confli&  was  doubtful.  The  fortune  of  the 
day  was  at  laft  decided  in  favour  of  the  Ta- 
tars, by  the  artlefs  valour  of  the  Polovtfi,  . 
who  formed  the  vanguard  on  this  memorable 
day.  With  impetuous  fury  they  attacked  the 
(;entre  ranks  of  the  enemy,  but  were  foon 
driven  back  by  their  firm  battalions,  and,  in 
the  diforder  of  their  retreat,  they  threw  the 
whole  Ruffian  army  into  confufion.  The 
warjr  Tatars  feized  the  decifive  moment,  and, 
by  one  furious  and  irreflflible  charge,!,  they) 
reodered  their  weaknefs  irr^trievablfet 

The   rout  then   became  uiuverfaU     Tbq 
prince  of  Galitch,  unmindful  of  his  former 

F  4  achieve- 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


^t  HlSTOtY  OF  THE 

achievements^  abandoned  his  O:ation  in  the 
moft  difhonourable  manner.  With  a  haod^ 
ful  of  foldiers  he  fled  to  the  banks  of  the 
river  Dnieper,  fecured  the  veffels  neceflfary 
for  efcape,  and  then  iffued  an  inglorious  or-^ 
der  to  commit  the  reft  to  the  flames.  Thofe 
who  imitated  his  ihameful  example,  with 
every  exertion  heightened  by  defpair  and 
neceflity,  could  only  refcue  a  few  veflfeb 
from  the  confuming  fire,  while  the  fafcty 
of  the  daftardly  Mftiflaf  muft  have  been 
embittered  with  the  harrowing  reflexion  of 
having  occafioned  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Ruffian  army  either  to  periih  under  the  un« 
refenting  fword  of  the  ferocious  conquercors, 
or  to  precipitate  themfelves  into  the  watcrsi 
by  his  ilUtimed  and  treacherous  flight. 

If  the  tradition  of  the  times  may  be  accre^ 
dited,  Ruffia  bewailed  the  lofs  of  more  than 
ninety  thoufand  of  her  gallant  fons  in  this 
difaftrous  adion.  The  vigorous  charge  of 
the  Tatars  would  not  perhaps  have  been  exe- 
cuted with  fuch  fuccefsful  confequences,  had 
the  prince  of  Kief,  inftead  of  fortifying  him- 
felf  by  feeble  entrenchments  of  fafcines  and 
of  earth,  dcfcended  from  the  mountain,  on 
which"  he  was  pofted  with  frefh  troops,  to  the 
critical,  fjjGcour  qf  his  fainting  allies. 

The  triumphant  army  th^en  formed  itfelf 
into  two  powerful  divifions,  one  of  which 

'  purfued 
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purfued  the  vanquifhed,  and  the  other  ia^ 
vefted  the  prince  of  Kief  in  his  faftnefles^ 
For  a  long  time  he  defended  himfelf  with  all 
the  obftinate  bravery  of  a  man^  who  con« 
tends  not  for  victory,  or  for  honour,  but 
for  life.  But  when  he  beheld  the  return  of 
the  ether  divifion,  whofe  late  flaughter  had 
only  more  (harpened  their  appetite  for  blood 
and  revenge,  he  then  felt  that  the  moft  in* 
vincible  valour  could  not  withftand  the  im«% 
petuous  weight  of  fuch  a  conjundive  inun« 
dation* 

Deftitute  of  refources,  and  hopelefs  of  ti« 
^^Sf  by  a  fteady  refiftance,  the  patience  of 
the  befiegers,  the  unfortunate  prince  of  Kief; 
£iw  himfelf  reduced  to  the  mortifying  nece£> 
fity  of  humbly  fuing  for  pardon  and  peace. 
The  Tatar  general  folemnly  fwore,  that  his 
own  perfon,  and  the  lives  of  his  companions^ 
ihoiald  be  preferved  from  danger,  on  the 
payment  of  a  ilipulated  ranfom.  Oaths^  that 
were  only  given  to  betray  for  the  moment 
their  defigns,  were  counterad:ed  by  them 
that  very  moment  their  politic  confciencea 
I3>erated  them  from  the  incommodious  en« 
gagemenc. 

No  fooner,  therefore,  had  the  ruler  of  Kief, 
hi8fon-in-law,and  a  prince  named Doubrovflci^ 
marched  out  from  their  fortrefs,  in  the  full 
confidence  of  receiving  a  friendly  reception, 

than 
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than  the  perfidious  Tatars  butchered  the  fol- 
diers,  furioufly  caft  to  the  ground  the  princesr, 
and  covering  them  with  thofe  planks  on 
which  they  feated  themfelves  to  celebrate 
their  triumphal  feftival,  thus  ftifled  thefe 
unfortunate  vi£lims*'. 

This  manoeuvre  fealed  the  fate  of  Ruffia.  So 
panic-ftruck  were  all  ranks  by  the  greatnefs 
and  extent  of  their  calamity,  that  the  hopes 
of  retrieving  their  difgrace  feemed  as  likely 
to  be  realized  as  the  vifionary  dreams  of  in- 
fanity.  This  vaft  body  beheld  itfelf  on  the 
brink  of  ruin,  and  yet  wanted  ftrength  and 
courage  to  make  one  daring  effort  to  fave  it- 
felf. The  people,  at  the  approach  of  the 
iknguinary  Tatars,  inftead  of  adopting  any 
counfels  exprelQSve  of  vigour  and  firmnefs, 
difcovered  all  the  impotent  behaviour  of 
fear  and  of  folly.  From  their  cities  they  ad- 
vanced to  meet  them  with  the  crofs  and 
images,  as  if  they  were  about  to  greet  the  ar-- 
rival  of  their  hereditary  prince.  Thefe  out- 
ward demonflrations  of  refpedi  and  fubmif-« 
iion,  from  places  where  they  expeded  to 
kave  received  a  fturdy  oppofition,  furprifed, 
yet  did  not  pacify  their  rage.  Their  breafts, 
fo  juftly  accufed  of  being  inacceflible  to  pity, 
l^aye  no  quarter  to  thefe  unarmed  and  uq^ 

"  J-e  Qlcrc^  torn.  i.  p.  495,  49$, 
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refiiling  multitudes.  They  ravaged  all  the 
country  around  them.  Whiie  villages  and 
cities  alike  experienced  the  miferies  of  indi& 
criminate  pillage  »* 

To  give  the  refader  fome  infight  into  the 
general  carnage,  which  attended  their  rage 
offpoiland  conqueft,  it  is  calculated,  that 
in  the  principality  of  Kief  alone  expired  fixty 
tboufand  of  her  inhabitants.  From  thence 
the  Tatars  purfued  their  deftru^ive  career 
even  to  Novgorod  Severlki,  in  Little  Ruflia, 
to  the  north-eaft  of  Tchernigof.  Thefe  in* 
vaders,  at  laft  wearied  with  the  labour  of  ex- 
termination,  joyfully  returned  through  the 
country  of  the  Kaptchacks,  to  join  Zingis 
Khan,  whom  they  met  on  the  frontiers  of 
Great  Bucharia.  Aftoniflied  at  the  pro- 
digious number  of  prifoners  prefentcd  to  him 
by  his  generals,  he  publicly  pronounced  their 
eulogies,  and  loaded  them  with  mod  diftin- 
guifhed  honours  for  their  meritorious  fer- 
vices**. 

The  prince  of  Vladimir,  the  chief  fove- 
reign  of  Ruffia,  whofe  zeal  for  the  puniih- 
ment  of  its  oppreiTors  fhould  have  outilrip- 
ped  his  other  confederates,  funk  into  greater 

**  *'  Ellc  engloutit  fes  provinces,  elle  defola  les  villes,  Sc  Ics 
camprtgnesy  iaiflant  partout  Jes  traces  les  plus  afFreufes  de 
fen  knpctuofitc,*'  is  a  very  jufl  and  fpirited  defcription  of  the 
Tatar  progrefs  by  L,4combc,  p.  a 2. 

*'  Hiftoire  Genealogiqae  dcs  Tatars,  p.  314,  315* 
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iodolence  than  ever,  as  the  danger  became 
more  imminent  and  threatening ;  and,  con^ 
trary  to  his  promifes  of  perfonal  union,  de- 
volved his  whole  authority  on  others  :  while 
this  violation  of  his  agreement  became  ftill 
more  reprehenfible,  from  the  dilatory  man- 
ner in  which  he  imparted  his  much  defired 
aid.  On  their  road,  his  tardy  troops  were 
net  by  many  of  their  countrymen,  whoTe 
mien  and  garb  of  affli&ion  prefaged  the  fatal 
ifiue  of  the  day.  Infeded,  however,  with 
the  degenerate  apathy  of  their  mafter,  they 
turned  their  back,  with  difhonour,  on  the 
firft  hearing  of  the  news,  inftead  of  refolv- 
ing  to  I^ake  one  bold  pufh  to  retrieve  the 
national  difgrace. 

On  the  moment  the  Tatars  had  quitted 
ttus  deftined  region  of  fervitude,  the  ftruggles 
of  difrenfion  revived  among  the  chieftains 
and  people:  the  effe^s  of  the  peraicioua 
nature  of  feudal  inftitutions,  and  which  are 
equally  inimical  to  commerce,  juftice,  and 
fobordination. 

We  turn  afide,  therefore,  with  pleafure^ 
from  thefe  uniform  and  wearifome  diftrac* 
tions  which  fo  gradually  Tapped  the  ftrength 
of  Ruffia,  to  gather  a  flower  of  wifdom  in 
the  paths  of  virtue. 
ia»8,  Yaroflaf,    prince    of  Novgorod,    in   the 

wautonnefs  of  his  caprice,  had  required  the 
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Cffizens  of  Pte&of,  to  attadc  and  del^roy  the 
flew  erected  city  of  Riga.  Hie  inhabitants 
of  Plefkof,  who  were  (lightly  conne£ted  with 
the  town^  returned  this  anfwer  to  the  exor« 
hitant  ambition  of  this  prince:  ^^  You  are  ^ 
fitgacious^  and  therefore  ought  to  know,  that 
all  men  are  brothers.  Chriftians  and  infidels^ 
we  all  form  but  one  family;  how  great 
then  would  be  our  injuftice  to  bring  blood* 
fted  to  thofe  who  rejeA  our  belief;  how 
culpable  our  prefumption  to  punilh  their 
errors.  To  preferre  unbroken  the  gentle  ties 
of  peace,  is  therefore  far  more  amiable,  and  faf! 
more  prudent :  by  fuch  a  condu6:  they  wilt 
be  taught  tocherifh  and  refpe£k  our  virtues. 
Thdr  hearts  will  then  be  touched^  and  that 
fiieodflup  which  they  muft  conceiTe  for  as 
will  imperceptibly  pafs  to  the  love  of  our  re- 
ligion." 

Thefe  edifying  ^^  remonftrances  rendered 
the  citizens  of  Novgorod  unpropitious  to 
the  oppreflive  deiires  of  dieir  leader;  yet 
how  ilUconflruded  is  the  mound  which  pro*' 
tefts  fenfe  from  the  affauhs  of  folly.  Thefe 
fame  Novgorodians,  whofe  minds  were  fo 
deeply  penetrated  by  the  mild  admonitions 

*^  "  Nous  pouvons  6tre  etonnes,*'  fays  the  judicious  hertC^ 
V^^9  V  que  des  Rufles  du  tretzieme  iiecle  ayeut  parle  avec'tant 
de  fagefTcy  que  des  motnes  du  m^me  (iecle  k,  du  meme  pajt 
ajent  conferee  Jeur  difcours^  dans  les  chroniques^  k  qa'a 
patriarche  nous  I'ait  tranfmiS|  torn.  ii.  p.  76. 

of 
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of  the  Republic  of  Pleikof,  had  burnt  tKo 
preceding  year  an  infinite  number  of  people 
cxpofed  to  the  fufpicion  of  pra&iiiiig  witch*^* 
craft.  . 
i*3o-  In  aihort.time  afte):  thcfe  occurrences,  a 
dreadful  plague  laid  wade  this  unfortunate 
republic,^  while  an  earthquake,  which  was 
felt  thcov^ghqut  the  principal  cities  of  Ruffia^ 
^afts  an.  additional  horror  over  this  period  of 
calamity  and  dlfgrace.  In  the  xnidfi  of  thefe 
fcenes  of  terror  and  confufion,  :a  crowd  of 
princes  *^  difputed  the  precarious  honour  of 
governing  this  haplefs  republic.  But  while 
eac^  was  preparing  to  fupport  his  pretcn- 
(ions  with  the  fword,  the  ordinary  umpire' 
of  difputes  in  thefe  uncivilized  times,  their 
tremendous  foe  once  more  ruihed  in  upont 
them,  and  filenced  all  their  tumults  and  fac- 
tions, by  involving  all  the  contending  parties 
in  the  fame  deftrudtion* 

l9  the  uninterrupted  feries  of  fuccefs, 
which  accompanied  the  late  outrages  of  the 
Tatars,  they  alone  retained  the  Kaptchak** 
which  Touchi,  the  elded  of  the  fons  of  Zin« 

*7  *'  Les  Seigneurs  Ruffieus,"  obferves  Lacombe'with  great 
propriety  and  truth,  "  joignerent  encore  aux  maux  d'une  do- 
mination etrangere,  Us  calamitJs  Its  plus  grandes^  des  guerces 
inteftines,"  p.  ^5. 

**  The  Kaptchak  is  the  diftri«St  lying  between  the  Don 
and  Yaik,  more  properly  Ural.   See  a  no,te  m  Mrs,  Guthrie's 
Tour  through  the  Crimea  and  along  th«  Euzinc  Coaft,  in' 
the  years  17956.     Letter  xiii%  p.  46. 
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ps  KhaD,  received  in  appanage,  as  a  reward  ** 
ibr  his  gallant  behaviour  in  feveral  adtions. 
But  he  V7as  foon  plucked,  by  the  hand  of 
death,  from  this  rich  gift  of  parental  affec- 
tion. He  was.  fucceeded  by  his.  fon  Batou 
er  Baaty,  whom  Providence  had  raifcd  up  to 
become  the  fcourge  of  Ruffia ;  and  none  iti- 
deed  poffeffed  belter  requifites  to  cnfute  fuc- 
ceft,  and  to  command  the  fear  and  obedience 
of  a  mighty  hoft.  He  was  ikilful  in.adtion^ 
patient  in  fatigue,'  and  revengeful  without 
bounds  and  without  fcruples"*:  while/  his 
uncommon  forefight  in  aftion  could  only  be 
furpafled  by  his  intrepidity.  When  the  rage 
of  battle  bad  fubfided,  his  .cruelty  was  dill  as 
unappeafed,  aa  his  love  of  dominion  un- 
bounded: nor  were  thefe:odious  vices  foft^ 
cned  by  the  fhades  of  any  private:  virtues* 
We  fhall  therefore  6nd^  in  his  chara&ery 
much  to  deteft,  and  fcarce  any  thing  to  ad«^ 
mire.  .  n 

*»  See  Hift.  du  Grand  Genghezcan,  p.  497. 

^  "  Etgladius  ejus  non  parcpbat  fexui  vel  «Utl,"  fays  a 
writer  well  acquainted  with  his  hoftile  temper,  and  who  faw 
thoufands  of  his  countrymen  facrificed  to  his  iiifati  able  ambi- 
tion. See  M.  Rogerius  de  Dedrudione  Hungariss  pc^r  Tarcaro^ 
p.  1 84.  tnthcScriptores  Rerum  Hungaricarum,  Francofurtiy 
1600.  John  dc  Pl^no  Carpinit  whofe  zea!  for  his  religion 
ipd  him  to  vifit  the  court  of'  the"  Great  Khan  in  the  thir- 
teenth century,  gives  us  this  fliort  portrait  of  the  Conquerot;- 
of  Rudia.  '*  Idem  vero  Barhy  fatis  ell  hominibus  fuis  benig-* 
nu5,  valje  tamen  ab  eis  timetur  et  in  pugna  eft  crudeliffi-' 
mas,  fagax  eft  xnuituni  ct  aftutiffiraui  in  beJIo."  See  the  ift' 
volume  of  Hakluyt,  cap.  xxii.  p.  48. 

6  '  •*■       After^' 
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After  a  feftival  of  forty  days,  Batou  (cC 
forwards  on  this  great  expedition ;  and  fuch 
was  the  adive  fpirit  and  unchecked  career  of 
his  innumerable  troops,  that  in  lefs  than  fix 
years,  fays  Gibbon,  they  had  meadfured  a  line 
of  ninety  degrees  of  longitude,  a  fourth  part  of 
the  circumference  of  the  globe. 

In  the  reign,  therefore,  of  0£tai,  the  im-» 
mediate  fucceflbr  of  Zingis^  Khan,  his  nt^ 
phew  Batou,  meditated  and  achieved  the 
conqueft  of  Ruffia.  In  his  rapid  march  to 
die  weft,  no  valour  could  efiedually  ftop  the 
^reading  torrent  of  their  invafion.  After 
traverfing  the  extenfive  river  Kama,  the  ca- 
pital of  the  Bulgarians  was  foon  taught  to 
acknowledge  the  force  of  his  invincible  fqi»« 
drons.  Yet  the  RuiCans  ftill  viewed,  with 
torpid  indifference,  their  fierce  and  over- 
whelming incurfions;  and  the  grand  {mnce 
•f  Vladimir  '"^  celebrated,  with  pomp,  on  the 
edge  of  a  precipice,  the  nuptials  of  two  of 
his  fons. 

Six  hundred  thoufand  Tatars  now  advanced^ 
under  the  ftandard  of  Batou,  along  the  banks 
of  the  majeftic  Volga,   without  beholding 

••  Vol.  xi.  p.  419. 

'*  The  title  of  Grand  Dukcy  which  has  been  fe^impro«> 
perly  fubftituted  hj  feme  writers  for  Veliki-Knez,  or  Grand 
Priacey  was  abfolutely  unknowa  to  the  ancient  Ruffians^  (ays 
Mr.  Toolce,  in  a  note  of  his  fecond  rohime,  p.  tt^.  f  and  bk 
snodem  times,  when  they  had  more  communications  with  the 
weftem  nations  of  Europe,  they  were  obliged  to  borrow  that 
ijIfeUadem  firom  the  German  laaguaf e. 

ereft 
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eren  the  face  of  an  enemy.  When  thfs 
gigantic  army  had  approached  the  prin* 
cipallty  of  Riazan,  over  which  two  brothers 
reigned,  they  fent  to  them  a  woman '^  pro- 
fefSng  the  functions  of  a  prieftefs,  and  two 
deputies,  to  demand  the  tertth  part  of  all  their 
wealth. 

The  fovereigns  of  Riazan  foon  apprized 
the  neighbouHng  princes  of  the  oppreffive 
claims  of  this  whimfical  embafTy.  All  an- 
fwered  with  indignation,  they  were  ready  to 
meet,  ;vith  fortitude,  that  danger  which,  per- 
haps, they  believed  impoifible  to  fhun.  Their 
different  forces  were  then  muflered  with  ala- 
crity and  diligence ;  they  advanced  towards 
Vcroncts  to  oppofe  the  foe,  and  fent,  at  the 
feme  time,  to  the  Court  of  Vladimir,  tq  de-i- 
maod  his  prompt  and  powerful  afl^ftance. 
Inftead  of  improving  thefe  precious  mo-  . 
ments,  by  a  decifive  adiviiy  in  forming  a 
general  union  of  councils  s^nd  parties,  Yury 
loitered  away  the  time  in  carelefs  fecurity, 
and  with  a  vanity  which  obfcured  all  fight 
of  the  gulf  open  before  him,  he  declared, 
that  fhould  the  enemy  have  the  prefumption 
to  moleft  his  repofe,   his  own  forces  were 

'*  Thofe  women  who  became  fubje<fl  to  hyfterical  fits,  are 
readily  invefteJ  with  the  Priefthood,  becaufe  thefe  convul- 
sions are  ioterprcted  as  the  exterior  figns  of  prophetic  virtue 
among  a  people  in  the  blind  credulity  of  ignorance.  Sec 
i^Ycfquc,  torn.  ii.  p.  80. 
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alone  fufficient  to  repel  their  moft  impetuous 
attacks.  The  other  princes,  influenced  by 
their  fears,  or  by  their  inteftine  feuds,  too 
fuccefsfuUy  followed  this  fatal  example. 

Thus  did  the  foolifli  pride  of  Yury  diflblve 
a  confederacy,  which,  had  it  been  adhered  to 
with  conftancy  and  fpirit,  would  not  only 
have  enabled  them  to  make  a  glorious  (land, 
but  perhaps  might  have  honourably  filled  up 
that  vad  and  confpicuous  fpace  in  the  hiftory 
of  their  country,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
the  ignominy  of  Tatar  fervitude. 

The  princes  of  Riazan,  deferted  by  the 
other  fovereigns,  haftened  to  (hut  themfelves 
in  their  diflferent  towns ;  and  we  muft  applaud 
their  prudence,  which  led  them  to  avoid  in 
the  open  plain,  an  enemy  equally  formidable 
by  their  bravery  and  numbers.  The  fate  of 
Riazan  depended  on  the  fkill  and  courage  of 
the  eldeft  brother.  With  that  celerity  which 
iprings  from  the  anticipation  of  a  rich  plun- 
der,  the  Tatars  inverted  the  condemned  city. 
For  fixteen  days  the  conteft  was  fiercely 
maintained  without  intermiHion )  but  a  mor« 
tal  wound,  which  the  gallant  prince  re<» 
ceivcd,  in  tranfporting  his  perfon  to  the 
fcenes  of  danger  on  the  ramparts'*,  ter- 
minated his  life  and  the  laft  hopes  of  the 
city,  Riazan  was  then  taken  by  affault. 
Etiraged  at  their  obftinate  defence,  every 
'*  Lc  Clcrc,  torn,  i,  p.  499. 
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crime  was  pradifed,  by  the  implacable  Ta- 
tars, which  could  difgrace  the  name  of  men. 
The  wido^  of  the  prince,  the  feveral  prin- 
ceffes,  arid  all  the  inhabitants,  were  put  to 
the  fword,  after  enduring  every  fpecies  of 
torture  which  could  be  devifed  by  their  in- 
ventive cruelty:  while  the  women  of  the 
moft  exquifite  beauty  were  firft  difhonoured 
by  their  luft,  and  then  welcomed  with  a  fen- 
tence  of  death.  After  the  unreftrained  in- 
dulgence of  all  their  fenfual  paflions,  the  city 
was  razed  to  the  ground,  and  thefe  conquer- 
ors proceeded  to  frefli  expeditions  of  blood 
and  ilaughten 

TTie  dull  apprehenfion  of  Yury  was,  at 
faft,  aroufed  and  alarmed  by  the  impending 
min  of  the  princes  of  Riazan ;  he  therefore 
detached  to  their  affiftance  an  army,  under  the 
nominal  command  of  his  fon  Vfevolod,  whili 
the  important  ftation  of  counfellor  to  this 
youthful  prince  was  held  by  a  Voyevdde  of 
the  name  of  Glebovitch.  They  only  arrived 
in  time  to  behold  the  city  Imoaking  in  its 
ruins.  Vfevolod  then  turned  his  fuccours 
toward  Kolomna,  wKich  was  guarded  by  the 
valour  of  Roman,  brother  to  the  prince  who 
fell  fo  nobly  in  the  defertfce  of  Riazan.  The 
Tatars  rapidly  advanced  ;  the  Ruffians  ftrug- 
gled  in  vain  to  oppofe  their  innumerable 
fquadrons :  at  laft  overpowered,  their  retreat 
became  a  diforderly  flight  into  the  city,  while 
G  2  deftruc- 
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deflrudton  fat  on  the  fwords  of  the  vidor«- 
Roman,  the  Voyevodc  Glebovitch,  and  a  large 
body  of  his  adherents,  fatiated  the  rage  of  the 
purfuers.  Vfevolod  alone,  with  a  final  1  num- 
ber of  his  companions  in  misfortune,  efcaped 
to  Vladimir,  and  Kolomna  became  the  re- 
wafd  of  thefe  warlike  fliepherds  of  the 
North.  Flufhed  with  fuccefs,  and  eager  for 
a  repetition  of  carnage,  the  conquerors  pafled 
on  to  Mofcow, 

This  deftined  city,  of  a  great  empire'*, 
could  boaft,  even  at  this  early  and  difl rafted 
period,  the  grcatnefs  of  her  population ;  but 
the  courage  of  her  inhabitants  was  relaxed  by 
the,iterror  of  the  Tatar  name.  After  a  faint 
and  unavailing  refiftance,  (he  thought  to 
have  deprecated,  their  wrath  by  a  timely  fur- 
render  ;  but  companion  to  the  defencelefs 
were  words  never  admitted  into  the  moutha 
of  thefe  vidorious  favages.  The  young  Vla- 
dimir, the  fon  of  Yury,  had  the  painful  con- 
folation  to  fee  his  life  refpefted  j  and  he  who 
rofe  in  the  morning  a  prince,  wore  the  next 
day,  by  the  vicifCtude  of  fortune,  the  habit 
of  a  Tatar  flave. 

His  wretched  father  learnt,  with  all  thefwift- 
nefs  which  accompanies  difaftrous  news,  that 

*'  The  foundations  of  Mofcow  were  caft  by  Yury  the  Firft 
in  1 157,  but  did  not  till  the  fourteenth  century  become 
the  feat  of  empire.  Sec  the  firft  and  fecond  Volumes  of 
Levefque. 
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Riazaa  and  Mofcow  had  deeply  to  deplore  the 
prowcfe  of  the  Tatar  troops.  If  he  defpaired  of 
overcoming  the  ftrength  and  fiercenefs,  the 
difcipline  and  temper,  of  the  Tatars,  the  com* 
mon  danger,  and  a  fenfe  of  (hame  ought  at 
leaft  to  have  ftopped  his  flight  from  his 
capital,  which  he  knew  could  not  be  aban-* 
doned  without  the  utmofl  difhonour.  In- 
ftead  of  manfully  preparing  every  expedient 
to  prevent,  or  at  leaft  to  protraifi,  his  ruin  j 
inftead  of  infpiring  his  troops  by  a  difplay 
of  bravery,  he  bafely  forfook  his  fubjeCts 
and  family,  in  the  midft  of  a  hoft  of  perils, 
configned  his  fons,  Vfevolod  and  Mftiflaf, 
to  the  diredion  of  a  Voyevode  j  crofled 
the  Volga  in  his  way  to  his  nephews 
and  with  them  awaited,  in  trembling  an« 
xicty,  the  uncertain  iffue  of  fraternal  fuc- 
cours. 

The  enterprizing  Baton,  breathing  terror 
and  deftrudion,  appeared  under  the  walls  of 
the  devoted  capital.  To  one  of  the  gates  he 
condudted  his  illuftrious  captive  Vladimir* 
In  the  pallid  and  cadaverous  hue  which  over- 
ipread  his  countenance,  might  be  read  the 
treatment  he  received  from  the  rigorous  Ta- 
Urs.  His  brothers,  ftirred  up  to  a  pitch  of 
madnefs  at  this  affliding  objed  of  fallen 
greatnefs,  propofed  an  immediate  fally ;  but 
the  timid  caution  of  the  Voyevode  checked 
the  generous  rage  of  their  paffions  j  which, 
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at  this  moment, had  k  been  poured  out  agairift 
the  foe,  might  have  turned  the  tide  of  for- 
tune. 

Batou,  who  never  fufFered  any  of  his  mea- 
fures  to  be  difconcerted  by  the  interference  of 
humanity,  expefted  that  the  inhabitants 
would  lay  down  their  arms,  at  this  exhibi- 
tion of  his  illuftrious  captive.  But  when  he 
faw  their  looks  hetray  neither  fubmiffion  nor 
difniay,  he  made  his  difpofitions  for  the 
fiege. 

That  happy  art  of  adapting  the  talents  ot 
men  to  their  proper  province,  which  can  only 
be  acquired  by  a  deep,  vigorous,  and  com- 
bining rnind,  and  which  fo  greatly  tends  to 
lull  all  contention  afleep,  and  to  give  an  ad- 
ditional obedience  to  the  authority  of  the 
monarch  in  every  great  and  critical  occafion, 
•we  cannot  fuppofe  to  find  in  the  mean  un- 
derftanding  of  Yury.  The  Voyevodc,  to 
whom  he  had  committed  the  protedion  of 
his  Ions  and  capital,  was  far  more  calculated 
for  the  fuperftition  of  the  cloifter,  than  ade- 
quate to  a  truft  which  demanded  all  the  cou- 
rage and  talents  of  an  experienced  general. 
His  cowardice,  rather  than  his  prudence,  had 
induced  him  to  reflrain  the  laudable  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  princes.  And  his  impolitic 
fanaticifm  had  not  hefitated  to  publiih  his 
firm  belief,  that   in   the  invafion  of  the  Ta- 
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tars  might  be  difceraed  the  avengiDg  arm  of 
Omnipotence. 

After  thefe  rafh  and  unguarded  words  had 
efcaped  him,  which  ftruck  ten  thoufand 
terrors  into  the  hearts  of  the  bigotted  people, 
he  could  not  be  furprifed  to  find,  when  they 
were  fummoned  to  action,  in  the  place  of 
that  defperate  valour  fo  commonly  difplayed 
by  men  who  fight  from  neceflity,  a  condudl 
which  fought  more  to  propitiate  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy,  by  fuppliant  bafenefs,  than  to 
overcome  them  by  determined  oppoiition. 

The  Tatars  quietly  prepared  their  machines, 
and  purfued,  at  leifure,  their  military  arrange- 
ments ;  while  the  infatuated  people,  inftead 
of  molefting  them,  by  frequent  and  furious 
forties,  and  bending  their  bows,  and  direct- 
ing their  javelins  againft  them  from  the  tops 
of  the  battlements,  paffed  all  their  days  and 
nights  in  the  churches,  whofe  walls  refounded 
with  their  abjed  wailings. 

During  the  intermediate  fpace  of  thefe 
preparations.  Baton  had  detached  a  confider- 
able  part  of  his  invincible  army  to  fubdue 
the  city  ofSeufdal;  its  fate  furnifhed  no  ex- 
emption to  their  general  fuccefs.  On  their 
return,  the  inhabitants  of  Vladimir  rightly 
eftimated  the  eafmefs  and  bloody  extent  of 
their  conqueft,  from  the  fmall  number  of  pri- 
foners  in  their  triumphant  train. 
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The  befiegers  had  now  finifhed  their  difw 
pofitions,  and  the  plan  of  attack  was  digefted 
and  commanded.  From  the  top  of  the  walls 
the  citizens  beheld  their  plan  of  operations,  and 
yet  the  imminent  peril  could  not  awaken 
them  from  their  fatal  lethargy*  The  princes 
and  princeffeSy  and  all  who  pofTefled  (la- 
tions  of  great  power  and  truft,  anticipating 
the  horrors  of  their  doom,  retired  to  the 
church  to  receive  the  monachal  tonfure  from 
the  hands  of  the  trembling  archbifliop  '^  Alas, 
how  deplorable  is  the  fate  of  that  country, 
tvhich  beholds  its  welfare  committed,  in  times 
of  momentous  danger,  to  the  care  of  one  man, 
in  whole  breaft  refides  no  fenfe  of  fhame,  and 
whofe  ignorance  and  fuperftition  deftroy  every 
laudable  feeling  ;  the  people  in  their  actions 
will  always  be  found  to  be  influenced  and  re- 
gulated by  the  paffions,  whether  good  or  bad, 
of  their  leader. 

At  length  the  dread  hour  arrived,  when 
the  intrepid  Tatars  began  their  great  and  ge- 
neral attack,  by  afcending  at  once  their  walU^ 
aiid  breaking  down  their  gates,  the  only  bul- 
warks of  the  cowardly  city. 

Thofe  hiftorians,  in  whofe  pages  are  deline- 
ated the  terrific  fcene  of  a  grand  aflfault,  have 

3*  Qui  leur  promettoit  la  palme  du  martyre.  Le  Clerc^ 
torn.  i.  p  5:00.  For  what  we  (hould  like  to  know — TTjeir* 
^fttuine  itf play  of  piety ^  or  their  unexampkdr  magnantmUy  of  bc^ 

general!;^ 
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generally  been  enabled,  from  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  events  which  happen  in  that  deftruc* 
tive  period  of  human  mifery,  to  flcetch  out 
fome  interefting  groupe  of  patriots,  whofe 
magnanimous  exploits  live  in  the  memory 
and  admiration  of  future  ages.  But  the  pufil- 
lanimity  of  the  Ruffians,  has  deprived  us  of 
fo  honourable  a  narration. 

After  a  paffage  was  thus  made,  on  all  fides, 
by  the  furious  Tatars,  the  fcene  of  flaughter 
was  then  opened,  while  the  inhabitants,  after  a 
feeble  (hew  of  refiftance,  inftead  of  being  ani- 
mated with  the  courage  of  defpair,  ftoodlike  a 
herd  of  timrd  cattle,  fubmiffive  to  the  knife  of 
mardir.     To  heighten  this  fpedlacle  of  hor- 
rors, the  ftern   foe,  in  order  that  no  haplefa 
creatusc^:  by    any    fortuitous    circumftance 
.^ight  elude  the  fury  of  his  revenge,   after 
leaving  the  ftreets  flowing  with  a  torrent  of 
biood,  fet  fire  to  the  buildings,  whofe  com* 
buftible  materials,  of  fir  wood  *\  muft  have 
foon  caufed  the   flames  to  fpread  over  the 
whole  face  of  the  city.     Thofe  who  efcaped 
the  maflacre  were  con  fumed  by  the  fpread- 
ing  flames  ;    and  many^  to  be  delivered  from 
the  torments  of  fear,  threw,  themfelves   on 
the   fword    of    their    brutal    enemy.      The 
princes  Vfevolod  and  ^Mftiflaf,  in  leading  a 

'7  The  fir  tree  was  principally  nfed  by  the  Ruffians  in 
tht  cotiilruflion  of  their  miferable  edifices.  See  Earl  of  Car- 
Jiilc's  tlircc  Embaffies.    Lond.  XC69,  p  33,  34. — 13>»  136. 
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crowd  of  Citizens  to  the  centre  of  the  citj^tK^ 
hibited  fuch  manifeft  confufion  in  their  flight, 
that  the  Tatars  mingled  in  their  difordered 
ranks,  and  maflacred  the  two  princes. 

With  a  thundering  force  the  maffy  doors 
of  the  cathedral   were   burft   open.     Thefc 
deftrovers   of  mankind,    in    vain,   fearched 
every  part  of  the  facred   edifice   for   their 
allotted    prey.      The  archbifliop,   the  gran- 
dees, ahd  the  princefles,  were  fecreted  from 
their  fury  in  a  private    part   of  the  choir. 
The   difappointed  Tatars   cried  out,  that  if 
they  abandoned    their  afylum    no  rigorous 
treatment    fhould    attend    their    defencelc6 
ftate.     But  as  their  proteflations  were  difre- 
garded,  they   then  determined  that  no  age, 
rank,  or  fex  Ihould  be  feleded  to  experience 
the  marks  of  clemency.     To  carry  this  de- 
cree into  effeifl,  the  inexorable  Tatars  heaped 
up  piles  of  dry  wood  within  and  around  the 
cathedral,    and   involved  the  whole   in   one 
general  conflagration  ".     Thus  periflied  the 
moft  illuftrious  of  the  capital. 

No  curious  or  durable  monuments  of  hu- 
man art  adorned  the  conqueft  of  the  Tatars, 
but  the  filence  of  death  alone,  and  the  moft 
hideous  folitude,  which  the  imagination  of 
man  can  conceive,  alone  witnefl!ed  their  vic- 

»*  Levcfque  rwice  repeats  the  deftru^fllon  of  the  capital, 
torn.  ii.  p*  S6,  Sy. 
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torious  inarch  '*.  After  leaving  fcarcc  any 
Teftige  to  tell  that  the  city  of  Vladimir  had 
ever  exifled,  they  then  diftributed  themfelves 
into  feveral  corps^  to  widen  and  expedite  the 
courfe  of  ilaughten 

Yury  occupied  in  concerting  meafures  with 
his  brother  Sviatoflaf^  whofe  inheritance  was 
the  city  of  Yourief,  and  ignorant  of  the  pofi- 
tioQ  of  the  enemy,  learnt,  at  the  fame  time. 
With  aftoniChment  and  horror,  the  ruin  of 
his  capital,  and  the  melancholy  end  of  his 
wife  and  children.  Thefe  fad  and  unex« 
pcded  tidings,  at  laft  called  forth  all  his 
dormant  courage.  Refolved  td  reap  a  glo* 
rioiis  revenge  on  the  authors  of  his  mifery, 
or  hot  to  furvive  the  fall  of  his  country,  he 
harangued  his.  affembled  chieftains  with  that 
inrefiftible  fervour,  which  aroufed  the  va* 
liant,  convinced  the  prudent,  and  encouraged 
the  faint  hearted. 

During  the  time  that  Yury  awaited  to  be 
feconded  by  the  powerful  efforts  of  his  other 
brother,  Yaroflaf,  prince  of  Novgorod,  the 
Tatars  approached  with  their  ufual  rapidity, 
which  made  it  impoflible  to  decline  a  battle. 

'^^'Vaftmn  ubique  filentium,  fecreti  colles,  fumantia  pro- 
oil  tedut  nemoezploratibus  obvius/'  is  what  a  renowned  hiT^ 
torian  of  antiquitjr  cslhfuiem  viSorU  ;  and  it  may  be  faid 
to  kave  been  emphatically  fo  with  the  Tatars.  See  the  im- 
mortal life  of  i^gricola,  by  Tacitus,  a  Brotier,  torn.  iv.  chap. 
uzviii.  p.  104. 

The 
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The  prince  himfclf  led  them  to  the  charge^ 
and  by  his  example  and  (kill,  feemed  anxious 
to  atone  for  his  paft  condu^ft,  by  his  fuperior 
difplay  of  cnthufiafm*^  His  men,  enflamed 
by  his  exhortations,  ifought  with  all  the  firm- 
nefs  which  the  importance  of  the  engage- 
ment demanded,  and  until  Yury  fell,  the  glory 
of  the  day  was  doubtful.  But  on  his  deaths 
refiftance  ceafed  on  every  part  of  his  army  ; 
and  the  Ruffians,  regardlefs  of  their  former 
bravery,  fled,  while  a  mercilefs  flaughter  wa$ 
iuflifted  on  them  by  their  more  adlive  purfuers. 
The  deftru(ftive  fpirit  which  diftinguilhed 
the  irr^^ption  of  the  Tatars,  clearly  proves, 
that  they  had  no  defire  to  preferve  the  fub- 
jugated  country,  but  only  to  wafte  all  before 
them  with  fire  and  fword,  and  then  to.  mi- 
grate to  fome  more  fertile  climate.  In  thefe 
convulfions  of  Ruflia,  the  people  of  the  diflfer* 
ent  fovereignties,  deftitute  of  all  mutual  con- 
cord, and  even  intercourfe,  were  infenfible  to 
the  want  of  a  plan  of  general  union,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  well-being  and  independeace 
of  their  country.  Some  fled  with  trepida- 
tion from  the  cry  of  danger,  others  remainc4 
in  languid  and  ftupid  inadion,  while  few 
\could  be  celebrated  for  their  determination  to 
fell  their  blood  at  the  dear  bought  price  of: 
reciprocal  vengeance. 

♦'  Le  Clcrc,  torn.  i.  p.  501.. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  in  no  fettled  defign,  but  only  in  1258. 
obedience  to  the  fuggeftions  of  capricious 
tyranny  and  fanguinary  oppreffion,  or  per- 
haps alfo  in  the  view  of  cutting  off  their  lad 
refources,  Batou  turned  his  arnit  agaiiift  Tor<^ 
jok,  a  dependent  city  of  the  republic  of 
Novgorod*  But  the  inhabitants,  fupported 
by  the  fallacious  hope  of  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment from  Novgorod,  exerted  themfelves 
with  extraordinary  courage  and  activity  in  the 
defence  of  their  town.  The  whole  force  of 
Batou  furrounded  their  walls,  and  yet  they 
were  neither  diflieartened  by  the  terror,  which 
the  Tatar  name  infpired,  nor  difmayed  by 
their  hoftile  engines,  which  were  as  new  as 
they  were  fatal  to  them.  After  a  fiege  of 
fifteen  days,  their  walls  were  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  ruins,  and  the  inhabitants  exhibited 
to  the  laft  a  memorable  leflbn  of  zeal  and 
£rmnefs. 

Thefe  ftern  conquerors,  in  their  love  of 
arms,  which  cannot  always,  with  juftice,  be 
denominated  the  infirmity  of  noble  minds, 
neither  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  foftened 
into  pity^  by. the  meeknefs  of  fubmiffion,  nor 
to  be  impregnated  with  clemency  by  the 
manlinefs  of  courage.  In  their  march  to- 
wards Novgorod,  they  butchered  every  un- 
fortunate creature,  whom  chance  had  thrown 
*  in  their  way ;  innocent  vidims,  who  pof- 
fcffcd  neither  power  nor  intention  to  impede 

their 
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their  inhuMfan  career.  But  no  fpedacle  of 
human  ^oe  could  divert  tham  from  their 
fteady  courfe  of  murder,  and  they  bathed 
their  weapons  in  the  bofoms  of  thofe  who 
knelt  with  oatftretched  hands  to  fupplicate 
for  mercy. 

The  a^ive  Tatar  had  now  advanced  with- 
in fiKty  miWrs  of  Novgorod,  and  foon  did  the 
inhabitants  of  that  trembling  city  exped  to 
fee  him  rufti  to  their  gates  ;  when,  on  a  fud- 
den,  he  gave  the  word  of  command  for  his 
troops  to  wheel  about,  and  evacuate  the  Ruf- 
fian empire.  The  authors  of  the  Ruffian 
Chronicles,  who  rarely  prefume  to  affign  the 
caufes  of  events,  and  whenever  they  do  arro- 
gate to  themfelves  the  philofophic  office,  ge- 
nerally wander  from  the  beacon  of  truths 
afcribe  to  a  miracle  the  cafual  and  voluntary 
retreat  of  the  conqueror. 

The  caufe  of  this  fudden  departure  from 
Ruffia,  is  thus  very  darkly  and  abfurdly  pre- 
fented ;  but  a  more  rational  mind  will  be  in- 
clined to  fufpedl,  that  the  ferocious  Batou 
would  have  fwept  every  remains  of  national 
freedom  from  Novgorod,  if  his  prefence, 
perhaps,  had  not  been  impatiently  required* 
by  his  fovereign,  to  flop  the  courfe  of  fome 
domeftic  rebellion. 

But  the  incalculable  fatigue,  and  the  pro- 
fufion  of  blood  which  it  coft  the  Tatars  to 
overcome  a  ftaall  town,  the  inhabitants  of 

which 
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which  knew  the  value  of  their  liberties,  in- 
conteftibly  demonftrates,  that  had  Ruffia  only 
carried  on  her  operations  under  the  form  of 
a  national  confederacy,  ihe  would  not  have 
deplored  that  raoft  degrading  of  all  human 
evils,  the  lofs  of  liberty.  The  name  of  the 
city,  which  aded  with  fuch  force  and  efFed:, 
was  Kofellk  :  its  fituation  was  fo  obfcure, 
that  it  never  has  been  defcribed  by  any  geo- 
grapher. The  fcantinefs  of  our  information 
only  enables  us  to  obferve,  that  the  Tatars 
vifited  this  place  on  their  return. 

A  young  prince  prefided  in  this  con- 
fined feat  of  valour.  The  inhabitants, 
though  few  in  number,  were  ftrengthened 
by  a  love  of  glory,  and  by  an  intrepid  refo- 
lodon,  the  only  hope  of  their  fafety.  Baton 
employed  all  his  ftrength,  all  his  art,  and  all 
his  military  engines,  and  yet  beheld,  with  in- 
dignation and  aftoniftiment,  the  city  ftil! 
afpiring  to  independence,  by  its  (kilful  and 
vigorous  defence.  After  being  expofed  to  a 
fiege  of  feven  weeks,  in  which  the  enemy 
poured  on  them  their  fierccft  rage,  the  walls 
were  at  laft  crumbled  into  duft ;  not  anadion 
could  even  then  be  imputed  to  them  un- 
worthy of  their  former  courage.  After  leav- 
ing their  wives,  infants,  and  old  men  amidft 
the  fallen  walls,  and  folemnly  fwearing,  with 
one  voice,  to  tafte  the  fwcetnefs  of  revenge, 

in 
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in  the  agonies  of  approaching  death,  they 
then  all  darted  from  the  city,  deftroyed  the 
machines  of  the  befiegers,  mixed  themfelves 
in  their  ranks,  and  ftained  with  their  own 
bloody  and  the  blood  of  the  enemy,  bravely 
received  (landing,  and  fighting,  the  fatisfadion 
of  a  glorious  death. 

The  pride  of  the  Tatars  could  not  be  elated 
by  this  long  contefted  victory,  as  they  did 
not  poflefs  the  ufelefs  reward  of  their  indefa- 
tigable exertions,  without  having  to  regret 
the  fate  of  four  thoufand  men,  and  a  great 
number  of  their  diftinguiftied  princes.  On 
entering  the  demoliflied  town,  they  doomed 
to  one  general  flaughter  the  whole  female 
race,  and  thofe  aged  citizens  whofc  iaabiruy 
to  carry  arms  has  hindered  them  from  being 
compared  with  their  countrymen,  to  the 
"3^-  brightcft  example  of  ancient  valour.  When 
their  rage  had  been  completely  glutted  by 
this  inhuman  carnage,  they  returned  along 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  to  their  chofen  refi- 
dence  in  the  country  of  the  ancient  BuU 
garians. 


The  hurricane  which  pafled  over  Ruflia^ 
was  not  confidered  by  its  princes,  as  the  pre- 
lude only  of  a  more  dreadful  calamity,  but  was 
diminifhed  by  their  vain  imaginations  into  the' 

narrow- 
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Harrow  extent!  of  a  momentary  evil.  Md 
fooner,  theircfore,  did  Yardflaf,  prince  of 
Novgorod,  receive  intelligelncie  of  the  retreat 
of  the  Tatars,  th^n,  with  all  the  rafii  confi- 
dence of  ambition,  he  haftdned  to  graip  the 
fallen  fceptre  of  his  ill-fated  brother ;  atid, 
b  the  mean  time,  feated  on  the  throne  o^ 
Novgorod  his  fon  Aleicandef,  who  wa4 
fooQ  to  a£i:  a  confpicilouis  chara£t€lr  in  thid 
eventful  and  turbinating  period.  Wheil 
arrived  at  Vladimir,  which  had  felt  in  every 
part  the  fyftematic  ctuelty  of  the  deftroying 
foe,  he  cleanfed  the  city,  encumbered  with 
mountaias  of  dead,  reftored  her  fmoking 
edifices,  and  recalled  her  fcattered  inhabi- 
tants ;  and,  as  if  the  ftate,  which  wais  gra-« 
dually  rifing  frbm  her  afhes,  had  been  al- 
ready opptefl^d  by  the  weight  of  het  im- 
tadnle  forces,  he  recommeaced  that  vicious 
fyftem  of  diflributing  appanages  to  the  princes 
6f  his  blood,  a  fyfterh  which  leaves  in  its 
Various  ramifications  nothing  to  coUnteradl:  the 
power  of  the  ariflocf  acy,  and  renders  if  irti-* 
poffible  for  the  foverelgn,  iri  the  day  of 
misfortune  and  anarchy  to  aft  with  vigouri 
with  reputation,  or  with  fuccefs. 

But  the  condua  of  Yaroflaf,  iti  this  itnpor- 

tant  crlfis,  neither  difplayed  the  fagacity  of  a 

ftatcftoan,  or  the  generofity  of  a  hero.     His 

ttcxt  public  adt  was  to  deliver  himfelf  up  to  the 

H  folly 
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jfoWy  of  xcvje^gc^  when  .ev^y  jCaoJfe  of  «h< 
l^ilioa  .ought  tQ  Ijiave  bqen  laft  in  th^  fenou$9 
undi,vid/5d»  3,i;d  lajgt^able  jendcayoiir  to  -re» 
noyate  ^t  decaying  health  0f  the  jftate.    A 
petty  jpriucp  ;had  prcyQfce4  his  iadig^atioa ; 
*  his  trocp?^  yet  fmartiag  svith  the  wpuods  oC 
the  T^?ur$9  wpre  called  on  to  waile  thebr  rct 
turning  fllrei3|gth  on  this  pi^ifuj  obj^a  of  Jbjf 
rejfcAtment.     Afier  a  fuccefjipn  of  tcdiaw 
marcbes,  they  at  laii:  purfued  tbem  to  tk^ 
principality  of  Galixch,  aQ4  thfire  hfu}  ^^ 
ignoble  «9pfpi|itiop  to  rivet  the  fetters  pfbQp^ 
dage  pi^  their  enemy  and  hi$  wife^  fhiete(][v4 
partner  of  his  happinefs  and  4i^rdk*     ^tH 
tjhue  momie^t  >was  arrive4  whi^h  ^xpo£e4  to 
Jiio^  ajl  the  ^dqceitfulnj&fs  of  the  late  c^m. 

The  lorpi4  Ruffians  were  now  again  to  fent 
the  fecond  dreadful  fhoc^  of  Tatar  iqvoiiQq^ 
T|ie  impetuous  Baton.,  who  grafjped  sit  t]>C 
conqueft  of  all  RufQai  difpatchcdan  i^r^y  tp 
the  fouth-eafl:  part  of  this  unhappy  cQuntry. 
Without  4    blow,   Per.eiafl»Ive    yielded    to 
the  repowned  name  of  the  Tatar.  Tcherjijgpfi 
^fter  a  flight  reliflancey  was  delivered  pp  to 
fire  and  fword.     Thp  bifhop  of  this  tpvyp.  Ijc4 
been  furprifed  and  capture^*      6ut  xa    the 
horrid  and  ferocious  afpeia  of  the  cpnquerprs 
he  found  concealed,  ftrange  to  relate,  a  mer-% 
ciful  difpofition.    On  all  occ^fions  he  wa« 
treated  with  the  moft  marked  reiped^j^  ait4 
I  even 
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Meii  roftored  to  liberty  ht{0K  thtf  re«ifited 
Arir  cotmtry  ♦** 

Shortlf  after  Bus  leatpeditioiij  Batou  {KIh     li^oi 
ftttched  Mangoa  Khan  to  make  a!ii  atteniipt 
on  &tcf,  where  reigo^  MikbaoL^A  prince^  ^ 

whofe  conduft  proved  him  to  be  ignorant  df 
At  qualkies  of  a'&r^ereign  and  -waitfion 
Afoit  ca^er,  for  the  ffirft  tiaBe,to  poflc^,  tJhan 
toeitiipate^  and  bnprovidod  with  a  {u&ci&at 
tuuiber  to  ftorra  die  city,  he  inTited  the 
(nnce  to  fufamiffion*  InAead  of  afKmuag 
^icntiments  of  courage  and  revenge,  oak 
thb  manifisft  iodicatioa  of  the  weaknefs  d 
At  cneniy^  he  pwiued  a  conduift  pregnant 
^i^  guiit  and  cowardice.  By  hisromcuiftiMi^ 
the  dq>uties  of  Mangou  xntt  aiTa^Snatttd  { 
ttd,  zftxac  fhis  ^rtiiawful  deed,  ^kh  muft 
&em  fo  odiMn  to  a  civiKzed  age,  he  igtio^ 
ndiuoiilfy  abandoned  his  city,  and  hid  htk 
bad  in  Hungary  ^%  ^  (eek  a  fecor^  retrea( 
from  tike  jnft  puniftment  of  .fucSi  irreparable 
ii^es«  Doabtlefs,  ^bkt  Ruffians  might,  with 
jaftice,  charge  their  ooftquetors  of  ex&ibi-'' 
tii^  in  their  cotidud  no  regard  to  the  equi^ 
tftUe  principles  of  clemency  and  moderation  ) 
yet  they^  in  their  turn,  might  recriminate  on 

^  he  Ckrtf  tcm.  u.  f^  97,  98. 

**  Hiftoire  j;^n^rale  des  Huasi  tom.  in.  Iir«XT.  p.  gj.  Bu? 
tl^iiaine  aS  effiotUf  which  M.  de  Guignes  bellows  on  thcfe 
vordenddt^gatesofMmngou,  ill  ^eords  cith^  with  their 
i^ator  coiplojment* 

H  a  this 
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.thisfubjed  with  ftrong  pretenfions  to  trutk 
and  reafon.  The  Tatars,  defeated  in  the 
hopes  oPchafttfihg  the  treachery  of  the  prince, 
could  only  appeaife  their  indignation  by  an 
indifcrimiiiate  plunder  of  the  opulent  coun- 

It  is  a  fingular,  though  uninterefting  rpe<f- 
lacle,  to  behold  the  Ruffians,  when  they  no 
longer  trembled  under  the  la(h  of  Tatar  op*- 
preflion,  return  to  their  pernicious  habits  of 
contention.  The  moment  Mikhail  haddeferted 
his  capitd,  a  prince,  named  Roftiflaf,  re- 
paired thither  to  profit  by  his  departure.  But 
he  was  foon  pufhed  a(ide  by  a  more  power* 
,  ful  and  fagacious  riyal,  who^<:ontrivcd  to  tafcc 

poffeffion  of  the  prize,  and  then  difcoeetly 
removed  his  perfon  from  the  fcehe  of  daqger^ 
entrufting  the  governnient,  and  defence  of 
liis   new  acquired  fpoil,  to  ai  Namefimcfj'sin 
pfficer  who  correfponds  in  rank  and  power 
wilh  the  lord- lieutenants  of  our  fovereign. 
,    Could  the  city  of  Kief  have  been  preferred 
by  a  fingle  hero,  it  wovld*  have  been  prc-^ 
ferved  by  Demetrius,  for  fuch  was  the  name 
of  the  Nameftnick,  whofi^  daritig  valour  ex- 
tprted  even  this  ad  miration,  of  the  ienemy  :it- 
felf.     Batou,  inflamed  by  the  recital  of  Man<^ 
gou,  came  in  perfon  to  undertake  the  fiege 
of  Kief.     His   moft  Ikilful  generals,  and   a 
formidable  army, confident  in  its  own  ftrength^ 
attended  his  victorious  and  deftrudive  foot*-*  - 

fteps^ 
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fteps  **.  Before  the  commencement  of  hjit 
operations,  he  offered  to  the  inhabitants  the 
moft  favourable  terms  on  their  furrender* 
They  refufed  to  liften  to  his  overtures  with 
difdain.  .  He  formed  the  blockade ;  and,  at 
the  fame.  dire£bed  his  engines  againll  the 
walls  on  all  (ides«  A  breach  was  at  lail 
opened  by  the  indefatigable  Tatars,  and  they 
mounted  impetuoufly  to  the  aflfkult.  The 
bold  inhabitants,  after  fuccefsfully  combating 
on  the  breach  the  whole  day,  raifed,  with 
admirable  difpatch,  in  the  fecrecy  of  night, 
a  wall  around  their  church  St.  Sophia  ;  en«: 
couraged  by  the  erection  of  this  new  afylum, 
they  ftood  at  the  dawn  of  day  on  the  breach, 
frelli^  vigorous,  and  powerful, 

Demetrius,  by  his  adive  courage,  and  con- 
fummate  addrefs,  infpired  his  countrymen 
with  redoubled  fortkude ;  and  Baton,  for 
the  firft  time,  beheld  the  Ruffians  invincible- 
The  Ruffian  commander,  from  the  number 
of  his  wounds,  was  at  lad  obliged  to  retire. 
But  on  his  unavoidable  retreat,  the  fortune  of 
Batou  once  more  prevailed.    The  citizens,  no 

*^  Johp  dc  Planco  Carptnit  who  travcrfed  the'  country  of 
Kief,  ^x  years  after  the  dcftrudive  vifit  of  Batou,  points  out 
t(^us'the  many  fcattered  monuments  left  by  this  ravaging 
conqueror  in  his  progrcfs  to  the  devoted  capital.  '*  Innumc- 
rabilia  capita,  et  o^a  homtnum  mortuorum  jacentia,  fuper 
campum,  invcniebamus/*  Hackluyt's  Voyages,  voLi»  cap.'v* 

H  3  longer 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


1^  HI3TORT  0F  THE 

longer  animatedi  by  his.  prefence  t&  the*  bdpet 
of  coQ^eft  and   rovcage^   atuoideaedl  ^ 
breach,  and  took  nfttge  io:  the  new  eooh 
ftniAed  mCFenchngueot;     bi  tke  coafo&oa  of 
their  terror^  they  flocked,  in  croodB,  on  the  roof 
of  iSt.  Sdphk :  her  ftrength,  unable  v»  fuftan 
fo  enormoue  a  weight,  fooa  gave  way,  aftdf 
in  her  fall  ik&  crufhed  m  one  horrible  rmn, 
thepeople  who  had  aifembled  foir  theif  &fety, 
and  broke  down  a  part  of  the  new  waR. 
Tbus  the  Tatars  became  matters  of  the  city, 
and  in  the  fcdnels  of  their  conqueft,  they  dSdf 
not  wi(h.  to  depart  firom  their  wonted  cbara€ter 
oj^  cruelty;     But  Baton,  aAualed  by   mere 
political  princ^lesy  interpofed  his  anvhcriiy, 
proteded  the  inhabtta^bv,  for  the  firfk  time, 
from  the  maflacre:  of  hiB  followeni,  and'  Aif- 
fered  tbem  lo  remain,  in  thi3^  city  ^\     Aftef 
be  had  committed  tber  jqrifdtdiion  of  this 
place  to  hk  own  lieutenants;,  he  then  befieged, 
apd  fubdued,  the  cities  of  Gaiifech  and  yiadU 
njir  of  Volynia, 

Baton  {hewed  hUn&l£  wonby  of  tbe  con-* 
jq/oj^a  of  K^ief^by  his  treatment  of  its  gaitant 
defender.  He  addrelTed  himfelf  always  in  the 
flattering  language  of  refpedt,  and  exchanged 
the  n^me  of  captiye»  for  the  more  honourablo 

^  The  words  of  Michou  would  lead  us  to  fuppofe^  that 
thefe  barbarous  enemies  of  Ruffm  reduced  the  city  to  aihes. 
JLiow fwuStm  deicveruuty  chap,  ii, 

appellation 
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^^pi^lteion  of  fi*iend;  and,  if  we  may  Credit 
the  pepert!  of  tbefc  times,  it  was  by  ttie  advice 
0^  tkb"  brave  citizeta  (who  wif&ed  to  avert  ttitf 
Imk:  of  theit*  afndis  from  hts  countfrymen) 
(bait  Batou  r{iread  teitor  and  deiblatioQ' 
^roughout  the  kitlgdoms  of  Hungary  and 
Mwd  *^ 

It  k  die  common  lot  of  natlckisv  and  o# 
iodividUala^  when  their  power  is  humbled 
by  any  fisttai  or  unexpedbed  blow^^  xo  behold 
a  crowd  of  enemies  ftart  up  with'  eagei^nelk 
toiebe  the  feanty  remnant  of  theii^pofTeffidH^. 
To  tMs  fiate  of  infelicity  and  degradation  the 
Ruffiaaa  were  reduced,  by  the  overpowering' 
invafioQ  of  the  Tatars;  all  their  neighs 
bour»  prefled  forward,  with  joy,  to  enricb 
tbtimfelves  by  their  difafters.  The  Liihua^ 
nians  firft  alTauIted  Smolenfk.  ^But  in  the 
vifli  to  enjoy  theic  imaginary  ipoils,  they 
did  hot  commence  their  incuriions  until  the 
Tatars  had  retii^,  A  complete  overthrow 
from  the  hands  of  Yaroflaf,  twas^  therefore, 
the  penalty  of  this  raihnefs.  Their  defeat^* 
however,  did  not  check  the  ambition  of  other 
nations;  fuperiors  to  them  in  numbers:  and> 
refourcas,  but  the  profped  of  their  baneful 
growth,  was  entirely  darkened  by  the  fpleii'- 
did  achievements  of  Alexander,  prince  of 
Novgorod,  and  fon  of  the  fovereign  of 
Vladimir. 

♦'  Lc  Clcrc,  torn,  ii-  p.  99,  lOo* 

H4  Iq 
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In  the  twelfth  century  **,  fome  merchants 
of  Bremen,  bound  to  Wifby,  in  the  ifle  of 
Gothland,  became  known  to  Tfchude,  or 
to  thofe  provinces  which  we  now  comprehend 
under  the  name  of  Liyonia  and  Eftonia,  by 
a  furious  tempeft,  which  drove  their  veflfels 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Dwina.  Received  at 
firft  by  the  natives  with  fufpicious  caution, 
they,  however,  had  the  fortunate  art  to  con^ 
vert  their  jealoufy  into  efteem,  and  to  opea 
with  them  a  beneficial  traffic,  The  profits 
they  derived  from  this  commercial  intercourfe 
foon  excited  the  attention  of  other  merchants 
of  their  nation,  who  made  fome  inponfider- 
able  eftablifhments  along  the  borders  of  the 
Puina ;  and  this  fpirit  of  mercantile  enter^ 
prize  was  imbibed  by  a  confiderable  number 
of  German  families. 

About  the  time  of  this  communication 
and  fettlement,  a  monk  of  St.  Auguftine^ 
had  heftowed  the  benefits  of  converfion  to 
ipany  difbelievers,  and  in  the  pritle  of  his 
heart,  fought  to.  perpetuate  his  fame,  by 
founding  a  houfe  of  his  order.  By  the  force 
of  arms  were  the  evangelic  precepts  of  peace 
and  charity  ufually  extended  in  this  uncivi- 
lized apra«  A  band  of  knights  was  inftituted 
for  the  prppa^ation  of  the  faith  in  thefe  pagan 

^  Coxe's  Northerly  Tour,  fifth  edition^  toI.  Ik  p.  233.   See 
fl^fo  Lacpmbc  Hiftotre  de  i^uflie,  p.  25. 

provinces  | 
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proirinces;  and,  in  the  end,  had  the  diftin^ 
guifhed  honour  of  being  incorporated  in  the 
Teutonic  order,  as  a  reward  for  their  impor-- 
tant  fervices.  The  crofs  and  fword  were 
the  diftindive  fign  of  this  order,  from  whence 
^  tbey  took  the  name  of  th^  Knights  of  the 
Sword  *\  Thefe  martial  apoftles,  whofe 
meafures  were  the  leafl:  compatible  with  the 
pradice  of  religion,  did  not  relax  from  their, 
holy  warfare,  until  they  had  efieiflually  ren« 
dered  themfelves  matters  of  the  country,  and 
imparted  to  the  inhabitants  chriftianity  and 
fervitude. 

This  aflbciation  of  religious  warriors  were  ia4o. 
more  intent  on  procuring  temporal  than  fpi- 
litual  advantages,  from  the  fmking  ftate  of 
Rufiia^  To  promote  their  defiens,  they  de- 
manded fuccours  from  the  King  of  Denmark; 
and  the  Ruffians  pretend,  that  the  King  of 
Sweden  came  in  perfon  with  his  powers: 
but  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  fub- 
ftance  of  truth,  had  they  affirmed,  that  this 
army  was  conduced  by  Birger,  brother-in- 
law  to  the  Swedifh  monarch.  Arrived  at  the 
frontiers,  he  fent  propof^ls  to  the  prince  of 

*^ "  Accipe  hunc  enfem  pug^atunis  pro  Deo,  pro  religione*  ' 
k  pro  Domtcilio  Maris,"  were  the  words  repeated  to  the 
candidate  in  his  admiiHon  to  this  facred- order.  See  Mo- 
tray's  Travels-  Lond.  1732,  p.  46.  And  if  we  look  mco 
the  hiilory  of  their  order,  it  will  be  foundj  no  mandate  could 
be  more  agreeable  to  their  wiQieSr  . . 

NOY- 
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Novgcprdrf,  attd  the  citfaena^  to  acfcndwifedge 
hid  domdAioa.  The  aiiiwer  of  ATexarider  to> 
the  deipueiesof  the  &W«de,  difplajcd  his  fall 
dtrermmdtion  to  ftem  the  rifmg^  rorrcnt  of 
their  oppreifioiu  At  the  head'  of  his  faithfuf 
Ncrrgorodiaa^,  who  alone  adfttred^  to  him  otf 
this*  dny  of  honour,  he  advanted  to  meet 
thciHi  with  an  inferior  force* ;  but  bdancing; 
thisi  dafed  hy^  ibperior  courage* 

The  two  armies  encouTit?ered  each  othcf 
o)»  the  teft  bank  of  the  fettious  Neva,  near 
t(»  the  pkce  wliere  fhe  difcharges  her  copious 
ftreams  into  the  Gulph  of  Finland.     Wlth- 
cnx  repeating  the  unifbrm  tale  of  devafta- 
tion,  itisffufficient  toobferve,  that  the  dex- 
terity and  valour  of  the' prince  gained' a  de- 
cifive  vidory  *^,  while,  his  grateful'  country^ 
m€fn,  honoured  him  whh  the  appellation  of 
Nev&i,  in  comtnemoratibn  of  hir  glorious 
fucosfs  in  this  aftion;     But  the  claims  df 
Aliraander  to  the  public  gratitude  were  foon 
fot  afidfe  by  his*  unftafonablc  arrogance.   And 
if  this  local  oppreffion  had  been  healed  by 
his  fword;   he  invalidated  all  prettnfions  to 

♦'  Though  the  partlalitf  of  PuflPendorf  will  not  fuflfer  him 
totfpeak  of  this  vidtoiy^  yet  he  does  not  dtiTemble  the  terror 
which  the  Ruffians  inipired  to  the  Swedes ;  and  -wc  l«am 
from  the  fame  fonroe».  that  Birger  Jerl,  who  afterwards 
achieved  the  conqueft  of  Finland^  ereded  a  ftrong^  fbrtreis 
in  that  country  to  ftop  their  incurfios^Sf  Hift.  de  i'£urop^» 
torn.  iii.  p.  87,  88.  Amft.  lyio^ 
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de  tk!e  of  Bene^Stw  of  &id«  Cotintrf  ,  Irp 
hk  i2iiili%uifed  attempts  to  mpugn  the  right? 
of  the  ckizene.  By  which  means  the  har^ 
BtODjr  betwwa  lo^re  ain4  obedience  was  no 
bngier  maantaiBed;  and  the  cold  difltke  of 
the  people  wm  ac  laft  fucceed^d  hy  the  moft 
nariscd  £%uft.  Unable  any  kmgerto  fbftaiii 
fittft  aa  aosunmlated  feriee-  of  provocations^ 
Jffi quitted tbe  city,  and  eftabliflied  hisrefi* 
deace  msar  his.  father  at  Vla^mir. 

But  fooQ  after  his.  departure,  an  event  oc« 
cmed  which  afibrded  htm  an  opportunity 
of  coav»ocing  the  Nbvgerodians  that  he  had' 
the  EiagQaninHty  of  mind  to  prefer  the  glbiy 
of  again  delWering  the  repuUixr,  to  the  in- 
do%cAce  of  hie  revenge.  The-  grandfbn  of 
mc  YsMafiaf  yiadimirovit^,  who  obeyed 
the  di^lates^  of  ^  wild  ambition^  conceived 
that  he  was  eistided  fo  the  fame  e^ercilb  of* 
powei;  which  his  grandfather  had  maintained 
i%  the  rejpuirixe  of  Novgorod ;  and  to  fop- 
peft  his  pretenfkms,  fummcined  to  his  aid  the 
viodi^ive  Genarans^ 

By  their  mimhers  and  impetnofity,  he  feat-  »*♦«• 
toei  defblation  throughout  the  kingdom  of 
Novgorod^,  ferzed  on  Piefkof  by  private  trea^ 
chery,  and  irrfuied  *foch  a  terror  into  the 
braveft  of  the  Novgorodians,  that  they  were 
oldtged  to  foHcit  the  retura*  of  the  injured 
904  £DrmidabIe  Alexander*  From^  their  ur- 
gent 
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gent  petitions,  fupported  by  the  order  of  his 
father,  the  valiant  prince  confented  to  their 
wifhes,   and   fortune   ?igain   enlifted   herfelC 
under  his  banners.     The  Germans  were  van- 
quiihed,  the  town  which  they  had  juft  built 
to  become  the  key  to  the  republic,  razed  to- 
the  ground,   and  Plefkof  retaken,  and  placed 
under   the   protedtion'  of  Novgorod.     The 
clemency  of  the  vidor  was  extended  only  to 
the  Germans,  while   the  fentence  of  death 
awaited  all  the  Tfchudes  who  fell  into  his 
hands.     It  is  true,  that  the  character  of  thefe 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Livonia  was  tarnifhed 
by  the  two  hateful  primes  of  treachery  and  per- 
fecution  towards  Novgorod,  but  their  want  of 
virtue  is  but  a  poor  juftification  of  his  cruelty. 
1242.      •  The   rapacious  knights  of  Livonia  once* 
•    more  unfurled  their  confecrated  banners,  con- 
fident  of  vidory,  from   the  advantages  :  of 
number;  but  they  only  took  the  field  to  en- 
Urge  the  warlike  renown  of  Alexander.    The 
reftitution  of  the  whole  country  which  they 
had  ufurped  in  the  fanatic  zeal  of  religion,  * 
.   was  the   refult   of  this    important  victory, 
while  a  laudable  revenge  prqmpted  him  to  ^ 
inflid  a  fevere  punifhment  on  the  Lithuani- 
ans, who  firft  fought  to  reap  a  fruitful  har« 
veft  in  the  diforders  of  his  country. 

During  thefe  ineffedual  enterprifes  againft 
Novgorod,  the  principality  of  Vladimir  be-  - 

gan 
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gin  to  repofe  in  the  boibm  of  peace;  and 
the  delufive  whifpers  of  hope^v^nfinuated  to 
them  that  the  bleffing  would  be  permauetit. 
But  the  name,  of  Batou  quickly  overturned 
this  pleafing  vifiom,-  After. an  ahfence  of 
three  years,  in  which  time  the  irrefiftible  Ta- 
tar had  made  definitive  incuriions  into  Po- 
land, and  as  far  as  the  borders  of  Germany, 
deftroyed  the  cities  of  Cracow  and  Lublin, 
vifited  the  fhores  of  the  Baltic ;  and  in  the 
memorable  and  bloody  battle^  pf  Leignitz, 
overcame  the  Dukes  of  Silefia,  the  Polifh  Pa- 
.ktines,  and  the  great  ^mafter  of  the  Teutonic 
order,  and  filled  nine  facks  with  the  ears  of 
the  ilaughtered  Chriftians  '^^  .  Motives  of 
pride  and  interefl^  then,  urged  him,  on  his 
return,  to  fummon.  Yaroilaf  to  the  horde^  £ot 
the  purpofe  of  receiving  his  homage  in  qua- 
Uty  of  a  vaflfal.  The  timid  monarch  departed 
with  fpeed  to  perform  this  ad  of  humiliating 
fubmilfion,  accompanied  by  his  fpn,  Conflau-' 
tine;  for  he  well  knew,  that  the  leaf):  delay  to 
this  infulting  mandate,  would  fubfcribe  his 
own  fentence  of  death. 

^  "Tantus  autctn  eo  przlio  interfe£^orum  Chriftianorum 
namems  fuit*  taJtriguRsJinguU  auricuU  a  Tartani  prmcifmf  ii«* 
»«  mgeniti  ftuc&s  expleretUJ*  Cromer,  lib.  vii.  p.  215.  Dc 
Rebus  Polonoram.  Neugebauer  Solomon ,  in  his  Hiftoria 
Reram  Polonicarumi  has  like  wife  drawn  a  very  full  and  imr 
preflive  pi^ure  of  the  battle  of  Leignitz,  Franc*  161 1>  in 
&1.  lib.  iii.  p.  H''  '42« 

The 
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i243>  TheSJuiQ^f&iptchaic,  fatisfied  xMi  Us 
dbedienoe^  (welcomed  bim  Pfkh  the  moft 
tomteom  ncqpcion,  apparently  ytea^tBtd 
Im  fibveceigoty  «ovi^r  RAiflia,  and  conlieftt 
fifitfa  ilns  prdferod  j^ts^  difinilTed  lfu«  pa^^ 
aat  oftDyditj  tolibeftateS)  withoat  exaiding 
any  od^r  tiiiiliute ;  whifedibfon/CcmflsBitiiie, 
pufljfiifli  liis  vvay^  bf  die  osdeov  <af  Baton,  tb 
jietlbcin  a  finnbor  iiamage  at  tbe  great  tiorde 
fif  ithe  Mongols. 

Bat  ^ter  the  4eath  ofBatou,  "pvfio  finiflial 
im  vi^rioBS  career  ininstB^mfkeiit  palace 
fif  jSecaE,  Ms  brother,  Boorgsi,  or  Bii^^ 
mho  obtnoed  from  the  great  khan  the 
idiveftiiiixie  of.Dadtte  Kaptcfaak,  diipatth^ 
ad  officers  into  &ufila  to  immber  SnCdaJg 

1258.  Mbmnm,  and  Riozan,  and  the  dthi»  piiiid^ 
palttles  of  the  tempire,  in  order  to  unpofe  a 
genend  tribttte  on  die  inhsdutants,  &n:  the  per» 
miffiontif  breathing  their  native  ain  A  fim^ 
cipad  officer,  with  the  lide  c£  &^iai^  wa$ 
placed  in  the  diffexeot  principaKties  to  gather 
the  taxes,  to  watch  orcr  the  ioDendh  of  the 
conqueror,  and  to  awe  the  jdUafibded*  Tbna 
the  feal  and  damp  of  flavery  were  completely 
affisced  on  thcproftrate  necfc  of  Ruffia,  which 
has  no  lefs  di%raced  the  natioi^  than  deep* 
Ij  a&Gtcd  its  general  liberty  aod  kidepest*^ 
^dence,. 

After 
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Af^  tkac  iofoosoment  cdf  tlm  meiiLor0l4< 
itnpaft^  the  ^aod  princes  x)a  'the'  deMh  of 
tfuun&Bnbers,  acskaaowdddged,  on^  their  bended 
kofiet,  that:fldlatl£StodiBirfie£ifi<»wedfipoa 
Ifae  Sdiaa  lef  tke  goeat,  cr  g&lden  ^orde  *%  tbt 
Q&^j  foiUBtain  lof  iboaDor ;  npr  'Could  tbek 
CMffiffiouB  ibe  cadlod  figurative  <m:  fallacious, 
for  the  frown  of  thefe  defpots  was  the  harfaiiw» 
ger  of  death,  and  their  fmiles  the  funfhine  of 
fortune. 

We  have  now  followed  in  regular  fuc- 
celfion,  the  adions  of  thefe  fcourges  of  man«* 
Idnd,  to  the  period  when  they  funk  the 
Rnilians  in  the  dead  waters  of  defpotifm^'. 
But  we  fhall  fpare  the  reader  the  perufal  of 

^  It  received  this  appellation  from  the  fuperior  magnifi- 
cence of  the  Elhan's  cent,  or  Kibicika.  But  we  read  in  the 
trayelsof  Carpin  and  Rubruquis,  that  it  was  fo  denominated^ 
becanfe  the  Khan  of  China  made  a  prefent  to  Zingis  Khan 
of  a  rich  tent,  entirely  covered  with  gold.  The  RufEans* 
however,  gave  the  name  of  the  golden  horde,  not  only  to  the 
court  of  the  Khan,  but  alfo  to  his  whole  territory  along  the 
Volga.  See  a  note  of  Mr.  Tooke,  in  his  fecond  volume  of 
Hiftory  of  Ruflla,  vol.  ii.  p.  251.        , 

*•  In  the  following  fentence,  the  reader  may  difcem  the 
depth  of  Rufllan  fervitude,  and  the  height  of  Tatar  defpo* 
ttihi :  •'  Legatifqne  Tataronim  urbcm,  intrantibus  Duces 
Moicovitici  lac  equinum  &  avenam,  pedites  ferre  obviam^ 
titolum  Chami  Hexis  aufcultare  genibus,  (I  quid  la^s  in 
jubam  equf,  ex  phiala  deflueret,  td  landtendo  ahfitrgtri^*  5cc* 
De  Rebus  Mofcoviticis,  lib.  u  p.  ^i. — See  alfo  Cromer* 
£b.  ixiz.  p.  647* 

thofe 
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ihtfe  uniform  a£ts  of  rapine,  cruelty^  and 
caprice,  t^hich  diftingui(hed  their  long  do^ 
minion,  and  pafs  on  to  the  more  intetefting 
relation  of  the  downfall  of  their  power,  which 
jBiayj'uftly  be  faid  to  have  been  effedied  bf 
a  fingle  leader,  who  infufed  into  the  torpid 
.bodies  of  his  countrymen  the  fpirit  of  courage 
and  revenge.  *  • 
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REVOLUTION  THE  FOURTH. 

The  happy  Confiquences  of  the  Jirjl  fyjiematie  Attempt  9f 
Rujfta  to  deliver  herfelf  from  the  Tyranny  of  the  Tatars 
in  the  Reign  of  Ivan  III.    Vajfdievitz. 

1  HE  hero  who  arofe  to  revive  the  finking  1462. 
name  of  Ruifia,  and  to  eftabliih  his  fame 
and  authority  over  the  circumjacent  tribes, 
was  Ivan  Vaffilievitz.  But  in  tracing  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  his  fuccefs,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  give  a  rapid  defcription  of  the 
internal  condition  of  Ruffia,  before  he  af- 
pired  to  fubvert  the  thrones  of  the  tremen- 
dous khans  of  the  Tatars. 

When  this  renowned  prince  afcended  the 
abjed  and  dependent  throne  of  Ruffia,  his  clear 
and  dccifive  judgment  caft  a  refledling  view  on 
the  furface  of  affairs,  and  beheld  the  afpeft 
of  adtual  circumftances  uncommonly  pro- 
pitious to  his  great  and  arduous  projed:'. 
From  a  combination  of  ordinary  and  gradual 

'  Thuanns,  in  his  great  work  Htftoria  fui  Temporis,  Par. 
1604,  Lib.  XV.  p.  550,  and  Milton,  in  his  brief  Hiftory  of 
Mofcovia,  and  many  other  writers,  very  improperly  af- 
cribe  the  breaking  of  the  Tatar  chain  to  the  fpirited  per- 
foafions  of  his  wife  Sophia,  daughter  of  the  Greek  Em* 
pcror  Palaeologus.  See  his  Hiftorical,  Political,  and  Mif- 
ccllaneous  Works,  Lond.  1668.  p.  828. 

I  events. 
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events,  the  power  of  the  grand  prince,  at  this 
memorable  period,  was  enlarged  beyond  the 
narrow  circle  of  his  predecefTors.  The  great- 
er part  of  thofe  appanages,  which  had  been 
focceffively  difpoliated  from  their  fway,  had 
now  reverted  to  their  original  generation. 
Many  families  of  thefe  feudatory  princes  were 
extind,  others  faw  their  hereditary  rights 
plucked  from  their  grafp  by  the  hand  of 
wanton  oppreffion,  whilft  the  reft  loft  or 
were  curtailed  of  their  political  confequence 
in  the  undivided  hoftility  of  oppofition. 

Thus  progreflively  mouldered  away  the 
unweildy  and  ill-according  pillars  of  the  feu- 
dal conftitution.  To  ereft,  therefore,  on  its 
gigantic  ruins,  a  flourifhing  ftate,  required 
the  undivided  attention  of  a  man,  gifted  alike 
with  originality  of  thought  and  intrepidity 
of  adUon ;  and  fuch  an  authoritative,  over- 
bearing, difcerning,  and  undaunted  genius, 
flied  its  rays  of  glory  on  the  perfon  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitz*. 

From  nature  we  inherit  that  curiofity 
which  is  feen  to  operate,  in  all  ages,  fo  pow- 
erfully on  the  human  mind,  and  which  ever 
leads  us  to  inveftigate  the  infancy,  education, 
and  charaSer  of  men,  whofe  names  have 
been  celebrated  for  the  great  events  and  be- 

*  "  II  cut,"  fays  the  forcible  Lacombe,  "  les  qualites  qui 
font  les  conqucrans,  un  gcnie  aftif,  une  ame  intrepide,  un 
corps  indefatigable."    Htftoire  de  RufEe,  p.  32. 
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fieficiAl  changes  produced  by  their  atchleve- 
ments.  The  confufion  of  the  times  has  cad 
but  a  dim  light  upon  the  two  firft  in  the  hif- 
tOTj  of  Ivan,  whilfl:  his  adions  form  the 
trueft  and  nobleft  commentary  on  his  cha- 
rader.  At  the  age  of  three  and  twenty, 
when  the  fruit  of  manhood  begins  to  ripen 
into  the  moft  valuable  perfedion,  this  wife 
and  fpirited  prince  firft  drew  the  outlines  of 
that  grand  defign  which  was  to  overwhelm 
the  fierce  and  defolating  incurfions  of  the  fur^ 
rounding  hordes,  and  to  regifter  his  memory 
in  the  temple  of  immortal  Fame. 

*  The  fpacious  kingdom  of  Kazan  firft  at*  1465. 
traded  his  warlike  notice,  from  motives  of  pro- 
found policy  and  filial  tendernefs ;  bordering 
upon  Eaftern  Ruflia,  and  mafter  of  the  mighty 
Volga,  with  impunity  this  formidable  coun- 
try could  pour  her  impetuous  Tatars  into  the 

very  heart  of  his  empire,  whenever  (he  chofe 
to  obey  the  calls  of  caprice  or  revenge.  While 
the  private  feehngs  of  the  fon  prompted  him 
to  wafh  off  the  difgrace  and  to  punifti  the 
treatment  of  his  parent,  whom  the  ficklenefs 
of  fortune  had  conduded  to  this  devoted  ter- 
ritory, in  the  huitiiliating  ftate  of  a  prifoner  ; 
his  fafety,   his.  intereft,    his  vengeance,   his 

•  We  are  ftill  folely  indebted  to  the  elaborate  rcfcarches  of 
Levcfque  and  Le  Clerc,  who  h®Id  the  torch  of  truth  to 
^ide  us  in  onr  dark  and  perilous  way. 

I  2  glory, 
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glory,  all  ftimulated  him,  therefore,  to  an- 
nihilate the  ftrength  of  Kazan. 

It  is  a  trite  though  juft  remark,  that  in*- 
juries  tend  to  increafe  our  exertions.  The 
efficacy  of  this  principle  feems  'to  have  been 
felt  by  the  politic  Ivan,  when  he  entrufted 
the  command  of  his  forces  to  the  Tatar 
prince  Kaffim  *.  This  prince,  with  his  bro- 
ther Yakub,  had  fled  with  the  rapid  fpeed  of 
fear,  to  the  court,  when  his  eldeft  brother 
Mamotiackhad  mounted  the  throne  of  Kazan^ 
polluted  with  the  (lain  of  parricidal  murder. 
It  was  natural,  therefore,  for  Ivan  to  think 
iiis  warmth  of  refentment  made  him  the 
fitteft  perfon  to  promote  his  defigns  of  over- 
throwing Ibrahim,  thefon  of  Mamotiack,  and 
the  heir  of  his  power,  though  not  of  his  crimes. 
1468.  But  this  expedition,  which  had  been  built 
on  fuch  well  grounded  expectations  of  fuc- 
cefs,  was  productive  only  of  mifery  and  dif- 
trefs.  Their  horfes  periflied  by  the  intenfe 
feverity  of  the  weather,  and  the  Ruffian  fol- 
diers  were  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that  their 
efforts  were  unavailing  to  abflain  from  meat 

♦  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  318,  319,  320,  321.  Lc  Clerc, 
torn.  ii.  p.xapy  230. 

'  Even  ie  that  accurate  and  impartial  hiftorian  Her* 
befteinf  can  be  obferved  a  confufion  and  obfcuritj  in  dates, 
names,  and  perfonsy  ^hen  he  records  the  events  of  thefe 
times. 

in 
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in  Lent.  Neverthelefs,  the  extreme  rigour 
of  the  winter  did  not  prevent  another  army 
from  profecuting  with  vigour  and  fuccefs,  in 
the  country  of  the  Tcheremifles,  a  people 
fubjedl  to  the  power  of  Kazan,  the  (hare  of 
the  bloody  work  that  had  been  allotted  to 
them.  In  the  cold  bleak  month  of  January, 
they  fearlefsly  plunged  through  the  thickeft 
recefies  of  thofe  forefts,  whofc  intricate  paths 
had  never  before  been  acceflible  to  the  mod 
adventurous  footfteps.  But  their  cruelty 
taraiflied  the  fame  of  this  daring  enter-  ^ 
prize,  and  which  rendered  them  equally 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  fear  or  compaffion : 
they  butchered,  they  doomed  to  the  flames, 
men,  women,  and  children;  they  deftroy- 
ed  their  cabins,  cattle,  and  forefts.  They 
laboured  to  efface  every  mark  which  might 
denote  the  exiftence  of  the  former  inhabi- 
tants. 

This  war  branched  out  into  two  campaigns.  1470. 
In  the  laft,  to  encourage  the  valour  of  the 
foldiers,  the  fagacious  Ivan  beftowed  the 
chief  command  of  the  armies  on  his  royal 
brothers,  Andrew  and  Boris.  A  numerous 
cavalry  followed  their  march,  while  the  in- 
fantry proceeded  down  the  Volga  in  their 
flender  barks.  When  all  were  aflTembled, 
they  formed  the  important  fiege  of  Kazan. 
The  Tatars  firft  drew  their  fwords  with  the  re- 

I  3  folution 
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folution  to  conquer  or  to  die.  In  a  ferocious 
fally,  they  difplayed  their  wonted  afts  of 
fkill  and  courage.  But  after  maintaining  a 
moft  obftinate  and  bloody  conflift  under  the 
walls,  they  were  at  laft  repulfed  by  the  pa- 
tient firmnefs  of  the  Ruffians.  The  city  was 
then  invefted  from  all  parts.  The  befieged, 
cut  off  from  the  fupply  of  water  by  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  foe,  and  preiTed  by  an  accumu- 
lation of  wants,  could  no  longer  aven  the 
fate  of  Kazan.  Ibrahim,  in  the  tone  of  mi- 
fery,  fupplicated  for  peace  ;  and,  in  the  an- 
guifti  of  his  heart,  acknowledged  himfelf  the 
vafTal  and  tributary  of  the  great  prince.  He 
had  the  happinefs  of  not  long  furviving  hia 
fallen  ftate.  Thus  fell  the  proud  ftrength 
of  Kazan.  Its  reduction  is  memorable,  as 
it  opened  the  firft  profpedl  to  Tatar  emancU 
pation. 

A  frefti  incident  prefented  Itfelf,  which  was 
feized  with  eager  avidity  by  Ivan,  to  enlarge 
the  fphere  of  his  dignity  and  influence.  The 
*archbi(hop  of  Novgorod  died  in  the  year 
fourteen  hundred  and  feventy.  The  citizens, 
according  to  an  eftablifhed  cuftom,  proceeded 
•  to  decide,  by  lots,  the  eledion  of  his  fucceffor, 
and  fortune  favoured  the  hopes  of  the  Monk 
Theophilus.     Ivan  was  folicited  to  confirm 

^  Levcfqu?^  torn.  ij.  p.  322,  323,  324*   Le  Clerc,  torn,  ii. 
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their  choice,  by  his  permiffion  for  the  new 
prelate  to  receive  at  Mofcow  the  congratula- 
tion of  the  metropolitan.  The  prince  greeted 
their  embafly  with  looks  of  kindnefs,  and 
with  the  accents  of  friendfhip,  and  aflured 
the  deputies,  that  he  fhould  ever  feel  a  plea- 
fure  in  fhewing  ads  of  kindnefs  to  the  re-- 
public,  which  he  regarded  as  his  patrimony. 

Perhaps  the  overftraining  temper  of  fufpi- 
cion  would  infinuate,  that  this  word  patri-  » 
mony  did  but  ill  affimilate  with  the  hereditary 
right  of  protection,  which  the  republic  fo 
freely  bellowed  upon  him,  and  of  which  Ihe 
could  diveft  him  without  incurring  the  impu- 
tation of  rebellion-  Yet  this  expreffion,  which 
perhaps  conveyed  no  dangerous  or  particular 
meaning,  was  unfortunately  ftretched  be- 
yond the  mcafure  of  its  real  import,  by  thofe 
fadious  fpirits  who  fighcd  in  the  inadivity 
of  peace,  and  longed  to  renew  their  former 
fcenes  of  civil  bloodQied.  For  the  irreparable 
misfortune  of  the  republic,  it  reckoned 
among  her  inhabitants,  a  woman  of  the 
name  of  Marpha,  of  boundlefs  ambition,  of 
uncommon  capacity,  and  {killed  in  thedifficult 
art  of  forming  a  party,  and  ruling  over  it 
with  uncontrolled  authority.  This  Angular  per-t 
fonage  was  the  widow  of  a  Pofadnik,orGover* 
nor,named  IfaacBoretlkoi,whohad  greatly  difp- 
tioguiflied  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of  bis  func- 

1 4  tions* 
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tions.  The  fruits  of  their  marriage  were 
feveral  fons,  in  all  of  whom  were  ftrongly 
portrayed  the  maternal  features  of  craft  and 
enterprize.  To  give  a  ftabiiity  and  import- 
ance to  her  party,  this  afpiring  female  at- 
tached to  her  interefts  a  monk  named  Pimin, 
who,  under  the  garb  of  immaculate  piety, 
contrived  to  fow  the  feeds  of  difcord  among 
the  people. 

The  paflion  of  love  mingled  itfelf  in  this 
intrigue  of  ambition ;  Marpha  was  enamoured 
with  a  Lithuanian  nobleman,  and,  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  her  afTedion,  flie  pur- 
pofed  to  deliver  the  republic  into  the  hands 
of  the  King  of  Poland,  and  to  reign  with  this 
new  object  of  her  attachment  in  the  name 
of  the  prince ;  while  felf-intereft  enticed  the 
ambitious  monk  to  overleap  the  bounds  of 
caution :  the  archbifliop  of  Novgorod,  and 
the  eftabliftiment  of  the  Latin  church,  to 
which  he  was  united,  were  the  propofed 
rewards  of  his  flrenuous  exertions. 

Thus,  while  the  friendly  difpofition  of 
the  grand  prince  had  inftilled  the  principles 
of  gratitude  in  the  minds  of  the  prudent 
citizens,  the  fpirit  of  difcord  went  forth 
by  the  feditious  harangues  of  Marpha,  her 
fons,  and  partizans.  They  proclaimed 
the  fhamc  of  the  republic,  in  fubmit- 
ting  herfelf  to  the  unlawful  fupreraacy   of 

Ivan  J 
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I?aa;  they  boldly  declared,  that  the  ftate 
had  too  long  tolerated  the  authoritative  adls 
of  the  fovereigns  of  Mofcow  ;  that  Novgorod 
was  free ;  and  that,  to  maintain  her  freedom, 
flic  ought  to  look  around  for  the  aid  of  fome 
power  capable  of  preventing  the  mifchief 
ariiing  from  their  pernicious  ambition.  This 
inflammatory  difcourfe  w^as  .concluded  by  the 
daring  aflertion,thatit  was  far  better  to  throw 
themfelves  into  the  arms  of  Caffimir  king 
of  Poland,  than  to  acknowledge  the  dominion 
of  the  Ruffian  prince. 

The  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  ^  eafily  found  a 
herd  of  men,  whofe  fordid  confciences  could 
not  withftand  the  allurements  of  gold.  When 
the  price  of  their  guilt  was  fettled,  they 
nifhed  in  a  body  to  the  market-place,  founded 
the  great  bell  of  the  affembly,  which  was  re- 
vered as  the  pledge  of  liberty  and  the  palla- 
dium of  the  city,  and  cried  out  tumultuonfly, 
that  they  fliould  fubmit  themfelves  to  the 
king  of  Poland.  Thofe  citizens  who  per- 
ceived the  fatal  tendency  of  their  defigns, 
laifed  their  voices  in  favour  of  Ivan,  but  a 
fhower  of  ftones  prefently  filenced  their 
vociferations. 

Thefe  outrages,  however,  did  not  weaken 
the  courage  of  the  patriotic  citizens ;  all  who 

7  Lcvefquc,  torn*  il.  p.  325,  326. 
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were  venerable  by  their  age,  ^ifdom,  and 
virtue,  accompanied  by  the  officers  of  the 
ftate,  appeared  in  public,  to  exhort  the  fac- 
tious to  the  return  of  their  duty.  And  with 
much  dexterity  and  force,  they  laboured  to 
awaken  the  ancient  horrors  which  the  Ruf- 
fians had  invariably  conceived  for  the  Latin 
church  ;  the  eftabliftiment  of  which  they  fore- 
faw  would  be  the  ultimate  reward  of  their 
mutinous  perfeverance.  But  no  efforts,  how- 
ever prompt  or  judicious,  could  eradicate 
the  ftubborn  vegetation  of  their  difobedience. 
They  difpatched  ambafladors  .  to  the  king  of 
Poland  with  rich  prefents,  and  with  the  offer 
of  putting  themfelves  under  his  powen 
,^7^,  The  grand  prince,  apprized  of  the  events 

which  difturbed  the  peace  of  Novgorod,  de- 
clined all  hoflile  declarations,  before  he  had 
tried  the  more  amiable  influence  of  negocia- 
tion.  But  this  gentle  mode  of  proceeding 
only  expanded  the  infolence  and  boldnefs  of 
the  malcontents.  The  propofitions  of  his 
ambaflfadors  were  rejedted  with  contempt,  as^ 
'  they  rafhly  confidered  them  to  be  the  effeSs 
of  wcaknefs,  fear,  and  irrcfolution. 

When  Ivan  perceived  that  his  pacific 
overtures  were  anfwered  with  the  language  of 
difrefpefl:,  he  then  determined  that  the  fword 
of  war  fliould  check  their  fprcading  diifen- 
(ions.     And  %o  convince  thefe  daring '  confpi- 
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ntotSj  that  his  warlike  intentions  would  not 
evaporate  into  idle  menaces,  his  decilive  ac- 
tivity foon  raifed  three  armies,  one  of  which 
was  honoured  by  the  royal  prefence,  that  en- 
tered the  territories  of  this  diftraded  republic 
cm  three  different  fides.     It  would  have  been 
impoffible,  perhaps,  for  Ivan  to  humble  the 
power  of  Novgorod  during  the  fummer  ;  but 
thi$  year  there  fell  little  rain,  and  the  con-^ 
ftant   heat    dried    up   the    marfhes    which 
fcrved  as  ramparts  to  the  Novgorodian  ftate. 
The  prince  Kholmlkoi   headed  one  part  of 
Ivan's  forces ;  and  he  merited  the  favour  of 
his  royal  matter,  by  carrying  defolation  to 
the  fouth  and  weft  of  the  lake  Ilmen,     To 
ftop  his  triumphant  progrefs,  the  cavalry  of 
the  Novgorodians,  amounting  to  thirty  thou- 
iand  men,  advanced  againft   him.      In  the 
firft  battle,  the  fuccefs  of  Kholmfkoi   inti- 
midated  their  boldnefs ;  and  in  the  fecond, 
in  which  the  Novgorodians  had  left  on  the 
field  of  battle  two  thoufand   of  their  braveft 
ibldiers ;   and  in  which  two  thoufand  morq 
might  have  repeated,  with  a  feeling  certainty, 
the  fentence  of  the  immortal  Homer,  that  the 
day  whichr  makes  a  man  a  flave,   takes  away 
one  half  of  his  manly  virtue  j   the  Ruffian 
prince  ftood  on  all  fides  vidorious.     Nor  did 
the  rage  of  the  vidor  fubfide  until  the  havoc 
pf  war  was  felt  on  the  borders  of  the  Neva, 

an^ 
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and  the  frontiers  of  Sweden.  Among  the 
fpoils  of  the  conquerors,  was  found  the  copy 
of  a  treaty,  by  which  the  Novgorodians  fur- 
rendered  their  deareft  privileges  to  the  arbi- 
trary fway  of  Caflimir.  The  eldcft  fon  of 
Marpha  was  taken  prifoner,  and  received 
the  juft  reward  of  his  crimes,  with  feveral 
other  principal  confpirators.  The  reft  were 
difperfed  into  different  exiles  '. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  fagacious 
Ivan,  in  extending  the  circle  of  his  dominion^ 
neglefked  the  feizure  of  other  acquifitions, 
which  were  of  lefs  flippery  and  perifhable 
nature  than  the  wreath  of  glory.  Equally 
the  votary  of  ambition  and  avarice,  he  pro- 
cured from  the  timid  and  impotent  Novgo- 
rodians, an  unconditional  acknowledgment  of 
his  rights,  and  then  the  tale  of  truth  or  ca- 
lumny declares,  that  his  coffers  were  enriched 
with  three  hundred  cart  loads  of  gold  and 
filver  ^  Soon  after  his  departure  from  the 
city,  feme  of  the  Novgorodians  once  more 
openly  afpired  to  freedom,  under  the  fhield 

■  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  337.     Lc  Clerc,  torn.  11.  p.  234. 

*  "  Tantx  vero  fuere  Novogardenfiiim  opes>  ut  trecentos 
€urrus,  auro  &  argento  onuftos,  inde  abduviile  dicatur."  See 
Gencalogia  MagniMofcoviae  ducis  in  Refpub.  Mofcov.  p.  9. — • 
Neugebaucr  thus  difmiffes  the  perfidy  of  Ivan,  and  the  fall 
of  Novgorod,  with  an  indignant  brevity :  "  Novgorodiam 
jnagnam,  totius  fcptentrionis  emporium,  celcberrimam  ur- 
bem,  per  fraudem  cepit,  et  in  fervitutcm  redegit.'*  See  Mof- 
COYix  Commentarius,  Ged.  1612,  cap*  i.  p.  $» 
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of  Poland,  but  even  this  protedion  could  not 
fave  them  from  poverty,  degradation,  and 
confinement. 

All  the  public  aftions  of  Ivan  demonftrate     HTJ* 
him  to  be  the  firm  enemy  of  irrefolution  and 
delay.     Compatible,  therefore,  with  his  anti- 
pathy to  procraftination,  and  to  ftrike  at  once 
an   irrecoverable  terror   into   the   hearts   of 
the  contumacious,  he  aboliflied  their  popular 
aifemblies,  removed  to  Mofcov^  the  vetcbevoi^ 
kolokoly  or  great  bell,  which  fummoned  them 
to   all  matters  of  high  import,  whether  of 
war  or  peace,  liberty  or  commerce,  civil  or 
domeftic  tumult ;  abrogated  the  privileges  of 
th«  city ;  conveyed  fifty  of  the  principal  Nov- 
gorodian  families,  who  were  moft  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  difcontents,  to  other  Ruffian  towns; 
and  afterwards  recommenced  this  fyftem  of 
tranfplantation,  by  diftributing  thoufands  of 
confiderable  Novgorodians  into  various  parts 
of  his  empire,  and  replenilhing  the  emptied 
city   by  a  number  of  fubjeSs,  upon   whofe 
loyalty  and  faith  he  could  place  an  unlimited 
reliance  ***.     Such  cool  and  deliberate  venge- 
ance may  palliate  the  loudeft  reproaches  of 
the  Novgorodians  j   and  he  became  an  objetSk 
of  horror  and  deteftation  to  the  neighbouring 
countries,  when  he  imprifoned  all  the  Ger- 
man merchants  refiding  in  Novgorod,  to  the 


*'  Tooke,  voLi.  p.  233,  284. 
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number  of  nine  and  forty,  and  confifcsited 
all  the  merchandize  belonging  to  the  Han-^ 
featic  league,  amounting  to  immenfe  value 
for  thefe  times.  By  fuch  proceedings,  to  juf- 
tify  which  reafons  perhaps  might  be  eafily 
found  in  the  code  of  a  viSor,  the  liberties 
and  commerce  of  Novgorod  "  received  fuch 
a  deep  ftab,  as  to  exhibit  ever  afterwards  the 
fickly  fight  of  gradual  decay  and  weaknefs. 

From  the  meafures  of  har(h  policy,  we  now 
rife  to  the  glorious  view  of  thofe  events 
which  enabled  the  long  opprefFed  Ruffians 
to  breathe  once  again  the  invigorating  air  of 
national  independence.  In  the  year  which 
followed  Ivan's  firft  expedition  to  Novgorod, 
Akhmet  Khan  '*,  of  the  golden  horde,  the 
fcourge  and  terror  of  his  people,  difpatched 
his  officers  to  Ivan  with  a  hafma^  or  an  order 
of  the  great  feal,  to  demand  from  him  the 
payment  of  that  tribute  which  had  long 
ceafed  to  gall  the  pride  of  his  degenerate  an- 
ceftors. 


*'  Novgorod  then  formed  otie  of  the  four  great-  contorii, 
or  comptoirs,  which  the  amazing  commerce  of  the  Hanfeatic 
League  had  eftablifhed  in  different  parts  of  Europe }  but  of 
which  (he  could  no  longer  boa  ft  of  keeping,  on  the  impolitic 
tyranny  of  Ivan.  See  Anderfon's  valuable  work,  an  Hifto* 
Heal  and  Chronological  Dedudion  of  the  Origin  of  Com- 
merce*  vol.  i.  p.  494.  vol.  ii.  p.  94. 

»*  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p,  339,  340,  341,  342,  343.  Le 
Clerc,  torn*  ii.  p.  z\2^  243. 
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The  dauntlefs  Ivan,  ambitious  to  figure  ift 
the  fplendid  field  of  glory  and  renown, 
fnatched  the  bafma^  tore  this  badge  of  fervi- 
tude  into  pieces,  and  then  fullied  this  bold 
afiion,  by  a  precipitate  order  for  the  execution 
of  the  ambaffadors.  Boldly  refolving  to  com- 
mit his  life  and  empire  to  the  chance  of  war, 
be  did  not  meanly  attempt  to  conceal  this 
crime,  but  referved  one  of  the  deputies  to 
inform  his  mafter  of  his  fcornful  defiance. 
This  deed  of  Ivan's  juftly  ftains  his  memory 
with  the  name  of  tyrant,  according  to  the 
judgment  of  a  civilized  age,  but  which  aC- 
fumed  with  the  Ruffians  of  thefe  times  the 
more  honourable  appellation  of  intrepid  firm* 
ncfs.  Thus,  before  we  give  a  name  to  ac- 
tions, it  may  be  neceffary  firft  to  look  into 
the  lives  and  charafters  of  the  men  who  have 
committed  them. 

On  the  following  year,  1472,  the  khan, 
impatient  to  revenge  the  blood  of  his  ambaf- 
iadors,  by  the  mighty  facrifice  of  Ruflia, 
with  impunity  expofed  its  frontiers  to  all  the 
ravages  of  war  ' '.  But  when  his  troops  had 
reached  the  banks  of  the  Oka,  and  had 
fcarcely  difembarked  on  its  oppofite  fhore,  he 
beheld,  with  aftonifhment  and  difmay,  his 
a^ive  opponent  ready  to  receive  him,  fup- 

'*  All  foreign  hiftoriaiTJ,  down  from  the  copious  Herbeftcin 
to  the  concife  Lacombe,  have  touched  but  (lightly  on  this  in* 
iucereiling  period  of  RuOTia. 
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ported  by  numbers  and  difcipline.  At  this 
formidable  and  unexpeded  fighf,  fear  coun« 
felled  him,  and  to  her  bafe  fuggeftioos  he 
liftened  with  an  attentive  ear,  to  repafs  the 
14S0.  river,  and  to  confult  his  fafety  by  flight.  A 
great  number  of  the  Tatars  became  viftims 
of  this  daftardly  retreat,  and  thofe  whom  he 
reconduded  to  the  Horde,  were  foon  after 
fwept  away  by  that  terrible  and  fatal  enemy 
to  mankind,  the  plague  '\ 

The  calamities  which  oppreflfed  his  fub- 
je£ts,  impofed  on  the  difappointed  monarch 
the  long  ceflation  of  three  years  from  any 
new  devaftation.  But  that  interval  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mod  ftrenuous  preparations  for 
the  renewal  of  bloodfhed.  Fixed  on  chafti* 
fmg  the  audacious  infult  offered  to  his  autho- 
rity, he  aflembled  all  his  forces,  flattering 
himfelf  that  every  oppofition  would  fink  be- 
neath the  ponderous  and  gigantic  ftrength  of 
the  whole  Tatar  horde.     The  warlike  prince 

'*  If  naftinefs  In  our  perfons  and  dwellings  be  a  great 
fource  of  injeaiotiy  (fee  Mead's  celebrated  difcourfc  on  the 
plague*  Lond.  17441  ninth  edition,  p.  130.)  we  cannot  be 
furprifed  that  this  king  of  difcafcs  ihould  have  frequently  vi- 
fited  the  Tatars,  the  mofl  uncleanly  people  perhaps  on  the  face 
of  the  globe.  But  a/kilful  and  ingenious  phyficianof  the  prcfent 
age*  Dr.  Mofeley,  would  perhaps  be  inclined  to  afcribe  irs 
origin  to  the  atmofphere,  which  he  conceives  to  be  the  unvoer* 
fal propagator  of  pcjlllence.  See,  in  his  curious  and  intercfting 
Treatife  on  Sugar,  a  differtation  on  the  Plague,  the  charac- 
teriftics  of  which  are  originality  of  thought,  acatenefs  o£ 
reafoningy  and  extent  of  erudition;  fecond  edition,  p.  ^17. 

of 
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of  Ruflia,  apprifed  of  the  march  of  the  khan^ 
fooQ  lined  with  troops  the  banks  of  the  Oka. 
Akhmet,   inftrufted  of  the  judicious  difpofi- 
tions  of  his  rival,  altered  his  route,  and  has- 
tened to  the  frontiers  of  Lithuania,  in  order 
to  unite  himfelf  to  thofe  forces  he  expeded 
from  Caf^mir,  in  fupport  of  this  great  and 
approaching  conteft.     The  circumfpe<3:  Ivan, 
on  the  firft  intelligence  of  thefe  new  arrange- 
ments  of  the  Tatar,  foon  overfook  him  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ougra,  and  fruflrated  his 
hopes   of  paffing  the  river.     Each  day  frefh 
adions  took  place,  which  were  fought  with 
doubtful  fuccefs.     But  the  moment  Ivan  re- 
ceived the  joyful  news  that  the  horde  was 
unprotcded,  the  profpecl  of  gaining  an  eafy 
vidory  determined  him  to  fend  an  army  to 
this  ftorehoufe  of  riches.     The  Ruffians  on 
their  arrival  found  only  an  unarmed  multi- 
tude of  old   men,   women,    and    children; 
when  all  thefe  had  been  involved  in  the  fame 
deftrudion  by  the  fell  fword,  when  all  their 
habitations  were  ^committed  to  the  ravages  of 
fire,  the  love   of  plunder    then   fucceeded, 
which  was  gratified  with  fuch  a  variety  of 
riches,  as   perhaps   furpaffed   their  warmeft 
expedations. 

The   thoughtlefs  Akhmet  '*,   repofing   In 

'*  After  the  Tatars  of  Kaptfchak  had  ceafed  to  obey  the 
^icc  of  one  khan»  there  ifltied  from  this  immenfc  plain  ft* 
verj  independent  hordes,  who  abridged  each  other's  life 
«Ul  power  in  frequent,  long,  and  bloody  contcfts. 
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the  lap  of  indolence  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ougra,  foon  learnt^  with  a}l  the  celerity  of 
grief^  that  his  horde  had  been  delivered  up 
to  the   direful  wrath   of  his  rapacious  foe. 
Thefc  tidings  generated  a  feries  of  woes.     In 
the  confufion  of  hafte  to  purfue  the  Ruffians, 
he  mi  {look  their  route*     While,   in  the  in- 
termediate time,  the  Tatars  of  Nogay  en- 
tered the  horde^  carried  off  the  women  of  the 
great  khan,  deftroyed   the   relics   of  every 
thing  which  had  been  left  by  the  Ruffians, 
and,    continuing  their   march,    croffed    the 
Volga,  fell  on  Akhmet,  and  boldly  hazarded 
a  general  engagement.     After  a  moft  obfti- 
nate  conflidJ:,  the  event  of  the  day  covered 
the  foldiers  of  the  great  khan  with  everlaft- 
ing    difgrace;    while   he   himfelf    was    re- 
ported to  have  fallen  a  vidim  to  fraternal 
treachery.        Thus     was     annihilated     the 
golden  horde,  founded  by  the  famous  Baton 
about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
which    had    poured  forth  myriads  of  men, 
whole  rapid  conquefts,  to  wfe  the  words  of 
an  elegant  and  profound  hiftorian  '*,  may  be 
compared  with  the  primitive  convulfions  of 
nature,  which  have  agitated  and  alccred  the 
furface  of  the  globe. 

But  while  the  talents  of  Ivan,  feconded  by 

the  concurrence  of  fortunate  circumftances, 

contributed  each  day  to  enhance  the  luftre 

of  his  diadem,  his  viftories  and  his  projeAs 

*^  Gibbon,  vol.  »•  p.  +oi. 
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were  on  the  point  of  being  clofed,  by  the 
treachery  of  a  neighbouring  foe  '^.    Attradled 
by  the  fame  of  his  adlions,   fome  Lithuanian 
noblemen  were  anxious  to  be  received  into 
his  fervice.     The  black  enmity  of  Caffimir 
fought  to  convert  this  defertion  of  his  fub- 
jeds  into  the  means  of  revenge   againft  a 
prince,  whofe  name  had  imprefled  him  with 
hatred  and  terror.     It  was  propofed  to  the     ,  .g,. 
Prince  Loukomlki,  who  had  unrefervedly  en- 
gaged in  the  infamous  plans  of  his  fovereign, 
that  he  fliould  repair,  with  all  poflSble  dili- 
gence, to  the  court  of  Mofcow,  ufe  all  addrefs 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  Ivan,  and,  in  the 
confidence  of  a  friendly  interview,  give  the 
ftroke  of  death  to  the  unfufpicious  prince. 
The  plot  wore  at  firft  the  moft  favourable 
afpe£t  of  fuccefs.     Loukomiki  was  admitted 
without  miftruft  to  the  friendihip   of  Ivan, 
and  while  each  minute  feemed  to  fhorten  the 
narrow  fpan  of  his  life  and  empire,   the  viU 
iainous   intentions  of  the  Lithuanian  were 
unexpectedly  difcovered.    We  are  ignorant  in   . 
what  manner  this  diabolical  plan  wa^  defeated, 
and  which  expofed  him  to  the  torture  and 
difgrace   of  being  burnt  alive  in  a  cage  of 
iraa 

*'  Lcvcfiiuc,  torn.  H.  p.  344.    Lc  Ckrc,  torn-  ii.  p.  245, 
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The  ftandard  of  war  was  ereded  by  ihii 
unjuftifiable  attempt,  and  the  prudence,  va« 
lour,  and  fkill  of  Ivan,  proved  fatal  to  th^ 
arms  of  Poland.  But  while  he  was  reaping 
well-earned  trophies  in  this  war,  which  lafted 
ten  years  ;  the  army  of  Novgorod  took  their 
vengeance  on  the  Knights  of  the  Sword  for 
'  infulting  Plefkof,  and  burning  its  fuburbs^ 
when  Ivan  was  engaged  in  his  Tataric  war« 
Thefe  troops  alfo  reunited  to  Ruffia  feveral 
towns  of  importance,  which  had  been  wrefted, 
at  different  epochs,  from  her  lawful  dominion* 

An  opportunity  now  prefented  itfclf  of 
reftoring  to  his  crown  a  jewel,  which  was 
feized  with  the  vigour  of  a  warrior  and  the 
wifdom  of  a  ftatefman.  The  important  prin- 
cipality of  Tver  *'  was  pofleffed  by  Mikhail 
fon  of  Boris,  whofe  daughter  had  been 
efpoufed  by  Ivan ;  Mickhail  dared  to  appear 
in  open  rebellion  of  his  brother-in-law  ;  and 
his  ill-timed  requeft  to  Caffimir,  for  fuccours 
againfl:  his  potent  enemy,  doubtleis  ferved 
more  to  exafperate  than  to  allay  the  indig** 
nation  of  the  Ruflian  prince.  But  Ivan,  fo 
far  from  being  fliook  with  fear,  fecretly 
rejoiced  in  the  revolt  of  this  audacious 
▼aflal,  as  it  furniihed  him  with  the  fpectous 

'*  L^tefque,   torn.  ii.  p.   345  <  5  and  Le  Clcrc,  torn.  ii. 
p.  246. 
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pretext  of  holding  what  he  fhould  capture 
hj  the  ftrong  arm  of  power.  , 

But  fuch  an  adverfary  he  deemed  totally  '485. 
unworthy  of  his  prefetice.  An  army,  there- 
fore, under  the  command  of  a  Voyevode,  was 
difpatched  to  awe  him  into  refped  and  obe- 
dience. Mikhail,  however,  fought  with 
a  courage  roufed  by  defpair,  and  for  a  long 
time  withftood  the  veteran  troops,  the  con- 
querors of  the  Tatars.  Reduced,  however, 
to  the  utmoft  ftate  of  diftrefs,  he  was  com<> 
pclled  to  fue  for  peace,  which  was  refufed 
bim  with  all  the  infolence  of  projed):ed  op- 
preflSon. 

The  firmnefs  and  dexterity  which  Mikhail 
had  diiplayed  in  the  different  engagements,  de- 
termined Ivan  no  longer  to  remain  an  inac- 
tive fpedator  of  his  rifing  glory,  butjto  crufli  at  MS5, 
once  by  his  own  prefence  the  bright  profpefts 
of  future  deliverance ;  and  his  wife  determina- 
tion accompliihed  thefe  wifhes.  The  boldefl: 
of  the  chieftains  of  Tver  trembled  for  their 
fafety,  when  they  heard  of  his  perfonal 
approach,  and,  grown  infenfible  by  terror 
to  their  former  fame,  they  fhamefully  de- 
ferted  to  Ivan,  and  left  their  wretched  mo-, 
narch  to  feek  fafety  by  flight  into  liithuania. 
Thus,  by  his  intrepidity,  his  vigilance,  and 
his  addrefs,  with  the  fole  exception  of  Se- 
veria,  whigh  ftill  acknowledged  the  autho- 
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rlty  of  its  peculiar  fovereign,  Ivan  embraced 
in  his  mighty  grafp  the  colledive  force  of  the 
whole  Ruffian  empire  ". 

This  uninterrupted  feries  of  profperity 
tended  more  than  ever  to  increafe  his  pride 
and  ambition  j  which  viewed,  with  an  envious 
and  diflatisfadlory  eye,  the  kingdom  of  Ka- 
zan rifing  with  frefti  vigour  from  her  late 
ferious  wound.  AH  "  Khan,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
unfortunate  Ibrahim,  now  weilded  the  pre- 
carious fceptre  of  Kazan.  His  brothers,  Mah- 
met  Amin  and  Abdel  Atif,  had  enlifted  un- 
der the  command  of  Ruffia,  where  their  zeal 
was  recothpenfed  by  confiderable  appanages. 
We  cannot  affign  any  decent  apology  for  the 
unnatural  hatred  of  the  princes,  which  urged 
them  at  all  times  to  counfel  Ivan  to  opprefs 
their  brother  and  countrymen  with  the  de- 
folating  calamities  of  war ;  an  advice,  which 
was  heard  with  attention,  as  it  perfedly  fuited 
with  his  ambitious  defigns. 
f4$7.  A  great  army   now  waved  their  floating 

banners  in  the  territories  of  Kazan.     The 
dauntlefs  Ali  Khan  afpired  to  revenge  the 

'•  In  one  fcntencc  Herbeftein  includes  the  viftories  of 
Ivan,  which  coft  him  the  labour  of  fo  many  years ;— **  Cui 
poftea  omnes  alii  principes,  magnicudine  rerum  a  fe  gefta- 
rum  commoti,  feu  timore  pcrculfi,  fervicbant."  P.  7.  Rerum 
Mofcov.  Comm. 

*^  Levefque,   torn.  ii.  p.  346,  347.    Lc  Clerc,  toxn*  11. 
.  P-  347- 
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fatal  defeat  of  his  father  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sviaga.  In  a  battle  long,  various,  and  bloody, 
the  Tatars  were  completely  defeated,  and 
their  khan  taken  prifoner.  The  few  that 
cfcaped  the  keen  edge  of  the  Ruffian  fword, 
made  a  diforderly  retreat  into  the  city,  which 
was  foon  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  decree  of 
the  arbitrary  viftor.  The  tremendous  difco- 
very  of  the  Latins  had  now  reached  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  to  thofe  implements  of  deftrudion, 
the  cannon  and  the  mufquet  *',  which  Ivan  had 
now  learned  to  ufe  with  tolerable  fkill  in 
batrie,  (an  advantage  of  which  the  Tatars 
were  then  utterly  deftitute  **,)  may  perhaps 
be  afcribed  their  manifeft  fuccefs  in  this  im- 
portant engagement. 

Thus,  the  arduous  tafk  of  proteding  his 
people  from  the  formidable  invafions  of  the 

''  IftkcChincfe  have  been  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of 
gonpowder  above  i6oo  years,  as  the  French  mifEonary  Per* 
Gaubil  affirms; — '*  Heft  certain  que  ]es  Chtnois  out  I'ufage  de 
la  pondre  deputs  plus  de  1600  ans ;"  Hiftoire  de  Gentghifcan 
ftde  tonce  laDinaftie  desMongous  fes  Succefleurs,Conqueraas 
<ielaChine9  P<u**  '739- P*  7^  > — '^^  ^^  ratiier  Angular^  that 
ioiDc  accident  fliould  not  have  difcovered  it  to  the  Tatars,  ia 
^ir  numerous  wars  with  this  celebrated  empire. 

*'  Anftotle  of  Bologna  firft  communicated  to  Ivan  the 
jecifivt  effe^s  of  artillery,  His  talents  were  employed  bj 
tbe  fagacious  prince,  in  the  threefold  capacity  of  archite<f^, 
lAint  mafter,  and  founder.  See  EiTai  fur  la  Bibliotheque  ft 
IfCalMaet  de  CuriofitesSc  d'HiftoireNaturelle  de  TAcademie 
<)€&  Sciences  de  St.  Peterfbourg,  par  Jean  Bacbmeifter, 
pa?. 
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fovercigns  of  Kazan,  was  completely  achieved 
by  the  unrelaxing  energy  of  Ivan  ;  and  the 
khan,  his  wife,  and  mother,  and  two  of  his 
brothers,  who  were  as  exemplary  for  their 
fteady  attachment  to  his  perfon,  as  Mahmet 
Amin  and  Abdel  Atif  for  their  a£tive  diQoyaU 
ty,  were  all  brought  to  Mofcow,  as  the  moft 
diftinguiflied  ornaments  of  this  memorable 
triumph.  The  khan  and  his  difconfolate 
wife  were  foon  afterwards  removed  to  Vo- 
logda, and  his  mother  and  haplefs  brothers 
to  Bielozero,  from  their  flubborn  refufal  to  be 
initiated  into  the  facred  rites  of  baptifm. 
They  all  terminated  their  exiftence  in  thefe 
retreats  of  poverty  and  dependence,  except 
the  widow  of  Ali,  and  the  youngeft  brother 
of  this  prince,  who  was  afterwards  baptifed, 
and  became  his  fon-in-law. 

The  chiefs  of  the  RuflSan  army  had  left  a 
Voyevode  to  command  at  Kazan,  until  they 
fliould  be  acquainted  with  the  orders  of  the  fo- 
vereign.  And  the  wary  Ivan,  after  pondering 
with  a  deliberate  caution  on  the  moft  fuitable 
charader  to  reign  over  the  turbulent  Kazanites, 
at  laft  determined  that  Mahmet  Amin,  the 
brother  of  Ali,  fliould  mount  the  vacant 
throne,  firmly  perfuaded,  that  his  gratitude 
would  revere  him  as  his  benefaftor,  and  obey^ 
him  as  h\$  fovereign.  He  feleded,  and  he 
was  deceived  j  he  confided,  and  he  was  be- 
trayed. 
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tiaycd.  This  moft  obfequious  of  flaves  be- 
came opprefiive  to  his  government,  and  his 
illuftrious  gift,  in  the  end,  created  only  the 
moil  violent  ingratitude. 

The  love  of  his  fubje£ts  vras  foon  alienated  148s* 
from  the  new  fovereign,  by  his  complicated 
vices.  The  rich  he  deprived  of  their  fortunes, 
fathers  of  their  daughters,  hufbands  of  their 
wives,  and  thofe  who  were  ftecped  in  po- 
verty, trembled  each  moment  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  lives.  A  government,  which 
daily  exhibited  fuch  glaring  and  wanton  a,GtB 
of  cruelty  and  perfecution,  could  not  be 
long  tolerated  by  the  moft  pailive  nation  in 
the  world. 

*'  The  people  expelled  the  tyrant,  called 
in  a  foreign  prince  named  Manouk,  and 
were  equally  unhappy  in  their  eledion.  Sen- 
fible  that  they  had  tranfgrefled  the  limits  of 
their  allegiance,  by  the  difpofal  of  the  throne  ' 
without  the  fandlion  of  the  grand  prince, 
they  difpatched  an  ambaflador  to  implore 
his  pardon,  and  to  folicit  a  more  lawful  fuc- 
ccffor. 

The  nomination  of  Ivan  was  then  propi-     1497. 
tious  to  the  interefts  of  Abdel  Atif,  but  his 
ingratitude,  after  a  reign  of  five  years,  at  laft 
thruft  him  from  this  brittle  feat  of  royalty. 

?^  Levefque,  torn.  il.  p.  348.    Le  Clerc,  torn.  11.  p.  248. 

Seized 
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Seized  in  his  palace  by  the  officers  of  Ivan, 
and  condu£ted  to  Mofcow,  he  was  there 
ftripped  of  his  honours,  and  then  permitted 
to  linger  through  the  remaider  of  his  days  in 
exile  and  oblivion.  But  more  fingular  and 
inaufpicious  was  his  third  and  lafl:  appoint- 
ment.  By  his  command,  the  odious  Mahmet 
150s.  Amin  again  aflumed  the  kingdom  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  under  whom  the  people  had  fo  lately 
and  fo  laudably  difclaimed  the  yoke  of  fub- 
ordination;  and  to  heighten  the  impolitic 
.  tendency  of  this  aft,  he  fufFered  him  to  em- 
brace the  widow  of  Ali  as  his  wife,  and 
then  to  accompany  him  to  his  dependent  go^ 
vernment, 

'*  This  artful  princefs,  with  all  the  ready 
eloquence  which  the  fierce  paflion  of  hatred 
infpires,  infidioufly  worked  on  the  loyalty 
and  pride  of  her  hufband,  by  reprefenting  to 
him  the  ignominy  of  obedience,  when  he 
poflefled  the  title  of  fovereign.  When  this 
afpiring  female  perceived  her  words  fink 
deep  into  the  heart  of  the  wavering  Mahmet 
Amin,  ftie  cried  out  with  all  the  rant  of  en- 
thufiafm,  that  ftiould  he  ftill  bow  before  the 
iron  fceptre  of  Ivan,  he  would  refledk  an  irre- 
parable   difgrace  on  the  MufFulmen,  who 

*♦  Lcvcfque,  torn.  ii.  p.  349,  350,  351,    Lc  Clcrc,  torn* 
ii«  p.  149»  150. 
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.  Were  deftined  by  Heaven  to  give  ^laws  to  the 
Chriftian  race. 

The  feeds  of  loyalty  had  not  taken  fuffi-  1J04. 
cient  root  in  the  breaft  of  the  delegated  Tatar, 
to  reiift  this  impetuous  attack  of  zeal  and  ambi- 
tion ;  and  the  indifcriminate  maflfacre  of  all  the 
RufQan  merchants  that  could  be  found  in  the 
kingdom,  was  the  firft  inhuman  adion  that 
proclaimed  his  open  rebellion  ;  while  their 
wives  and  daughters  were  alike  doomed  to 
experience  the  fatal  effeds  of  his  wanton  bar- 
barity. And  to  render  this  facrifice  of  hu- 
man blood  more  fummary  and  hideous,  he 
fixed  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  the  day 
on  which  the  merchants  from  all  parts  of 
Rufiia  came  to  difplay  their  mod  precious 
goods  at  the  celebrated  fair  of  Kazan.  It  is 
needlefs  to  add,  that  the  aflaffins  did  not  over- 
look the  fpoils  of  their  vidims. 

After  fo  daring  an  infult  on  the  authority 
of  Ivan,  Mahmet  Amin  perceived,  that  he 
could  only  hope  for  fafety,  by  introducing 
frelh  fcenes  of  Daughter ;  he  therefore  col- 
leded  the  whole  force  of  his  kingdom,  pro- 
cured from  the  ferocious  Nogais  a  fuccour 
of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  interrupted  the 
fliort  feafon  of  Ruffian  tranquillity,  by  rufhing 
down  like  a  torrent  on  its  fouthern  provinces. 
Encouraged  by  his  firft  fucceffes,  he  march- 
ed againft  Nigni-Novgorod,  pofleffed  their 
9  fuburbs, 
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fuburbs,  and  carried  on  the  aflault  for  thirty 
days  ;  the  defence  of  which  city  was  intruded 
to  the  valour  and    difcipline  of  a  Voyevode 
called  Khabar  Simfki.     This  generous  com- 
mander could  reckon  but  a  handful  of  men, 
yet  his  fpirit  animated  them  with  the  infu- 
perable  contempt  of  danger  and  of  death; 
under  his  guard  however  were  a  confic\erable 
number  of  prifoners  of  war,  chiefly  compofed 
of  Lithuanian  arquebufiers.     The  fearlefs  po-r 
licy  of  this  comiuander,  perfuaded  that  their 
fentiments  of  revenge  would  be  abforbed  in 
their  common  danger,  wifely  ftruck  off  their 
chains,  excited  their  courage  by  the  hope  of 
reward,  equipped  them  with  arms,  and  then 
made  with  them  a  moft  defperate  fally.     Th€ 
brother-in-law  to  Mahmet  Amin,  a  Nogian 
prince,   was  among  the  firft  to  feel   the  de- 
ftrudive   effects  of  their   united    exertions. 
Irritated  at  his  lofs,  the  troops  of  his  nation 
adopted  a  fingular  kind  of  revenge.     On   a 
fudden  they  fufpended  their  rage  againft  the 
Ruflians,  and  with  all  the  fury  of  the  con- 
genial pallions  of  grief  and  indignation,  turned 
their  arms    againft   thofe   whom    they    had 
come   to  fupport ;  and  the  walls  of  Nigni- 
Novgorod  exhibited  the  curious  and  affli£t- 
ing  fpedtacle  of  two  people  of  the  fame  faith, 
renouncing  their  profeffions  of  alliance,  and 
encountering  each  other  with  fuch  obftinate 

rage, 
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^^g?5  that  numbers  fell  before  tbey  could 
be  feparated  by  the  intervention  of  Mahmet 
Amin. 

When  the  enraged  Ivan  received  the  fatal 
intelligence  of  the  perfidy  of  Mahmet,'  the 
maflacre  of  the  Ruffians,  and  the  recent  en-« 
tcrprizes  of  the  Tatars,  he  refolved  his  tri- 
umph (hould  be  of  fhort  duration.  An  im« 
menfe  army  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men  *^ 
marched  againfl:  the  rebel,  to  put  the  decree 
into  execution.  But  the  Voyevodes,  in- 
fected with  the  baleful  difeafe  of  contentions^ 
loft,  by  their  cowardice  or  procraftinations, 
a  glorious  opportunity  of  complete  revenge. 
The  unchaftifed  Mahmet  Amin,  confciou^ 
of  his  inability  to  refift  fo  gigantic  a  force, 
raifed  the  fiege,  and  retired  without  molefta- 
don  to  his  capital ;  and  the  exercife  of  the 
boundlefs  vengeance  of  Ivan  was  unhappily 
checked  by  the  hand  of  death. 

The  date  of  a  people  may  juftly  be  con- 
fidered  as  forming  the   niceft  touchftone  of 

*^  The  mo4eni  reader,  on  recoUeding  the  many  and  great 
difficulties  attendant  on  the  fupply  of  an  army  of  thirty  or 
forty  thoufand  men,  may  be  inclined  to  think  the  amount 
of  the  Ruffian  army  fwelled  by  the  careleflhefs  or  incorreft 
information  of  the  hi  dorian.  But  as  he  advances,  he  will 
be  more  familiarized  to  thefe  immenfe  numbers  ;  and  thofe 
who  are  converfant  with  Ruffian  hiftory,  well  know,  that  the 
fadt  is  fupported  by  fuch  undeniable  evidence^  as  not  to  be 
coafidered  as  an  abfurd  exaggeration* 

the 
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the  real  merits  of  a  fovereign.  Under  Ivan  Vaf- 
filicvitz  we  behold  a  nation  refpedlable  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  powers  **,  applying  their  atten<- 
tion  to  thofe  meafures  which  might  obtain  fub- 
ordination.  We  behold  them  following  with 
equal  wifdom  and  fuccefs  every  path  which 
could  conduce  to  their  internal  and  external 
profperity  and  renown,  and  infpirited  by  that 
public  courage,  the  indifpu table  iflue  of  na- 
tional independence,  which  before  had  lau- 
guiihed  under  the  mod  fcandalous  tyranny, 
produftive  among  all  clafles  of  a  fpirit  of  dif- 
connexion,  of  weaknefs,  of  laffitude,  of  diftrels, 
and  of  decay.  We  are  therefore  warranted  in 
concluding,  that  the  monarch  who  could  pro- 
duce fuch  a  remarkable  and  happy  revolution 
in  the  foreign  and  domeftic  affairs  of  his  coun- 
try, muft  be  endowed  with  a  political  wif^ 
dom  and  enterprifing  ambition,  capable  of 
forming  and  accomplifliing  plans,  the  bene- 
fit of  which,  (hould  be  no  lefs  immediate  than 
permanent  to  his  fubjeds. 
«S05*  'Thg  veteran    vidor  Ivan    expired,   after 

a  long  and  painful   illnefs,    in    the  forty- 

^  After  Ruffia  had  ftruck  out  a  way  which  led  to  the 
reftoration  o^  her  national  independence,  (he  drew  on  the 
regards  of  Europe  ;  and  Mofcow,  for  the  firft  time  faw  the 
ambafTadors  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Pope,  the  King 
of  Poland,  the  Republic  of  Venice,  and  the  King  of  Den- 
mark:  with  all  thefe  foreign  power?,  Ivan  figned  treaties  of 
alliance  and  friendfliip.  See  Levcfque,  torn.  ii.  p.  364.  and 
Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  p-  253-  ,  ,    , 

third 
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third  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  fixty- 
fixth  of  his  age,  with  a  mind  not  fo  tainted 
by  the  general  contagion  of  fanaticifm,  as  to 
difgrace  the  end  of  his  reign,  by  afluming 
the  habit  of  a  monk ;  and  the  ftate  loft  an  en- 
lightened reformer,  the  people  a  great  thdugh 
fevere  prince,  and  the  army  a  (kilful  and  in« 
trepid  commander. 
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REVOLUTION  THE  FIFTH. 

7i&#  Progre/s  of  RuJJian   EmancipatUn  in  the  Reign  (f 
Vajftli  IV.  Ivanovitz. 

»S^5-       J[  HE  «  throne  of  the  deceafed  Ivan  was  af- 
cended  by  his  fon  Vaffili,  without  the  femblancc 
of  oppofitibn*     The  rights  of  the  young  De- 
metrius *,  the  grandfon  of  Ivan,  experienced 
no  defenders,*  and  the  unfortunate  prince  died 
in  captivity,  forgotten  and   deferted   by  all 
mankind.     In  taking  pofleflion  of  a  govern- 
ment which  had  been  caft  into  a  new  mould 
of  ftrength  and  beauty,  by  the  mafterly  hand 
of  his  father,  Vaffili  wifhed  to   prefervc  it 
entire  and  unbroken,  by  the  folid  advantages 
of    peace;    he  therefore  concluded   treaties 
with  Poland,  and  with  Mildei  Guerei,   khan 
of  Grim:    but   the   rupture   with    Mahmet 
Amin  of  Kazan  was  too  violent  to  be  healed 
by  any  pacific  correctives. 

1508.  Senfible  of  the  irreconcilcable  hatred  of  this 

powerful  foe,  and  ambitious  to   fee   Kazan 
fall  a  glorious  acceffion  to  the  Ruffian  empire, 

■  Lcvefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  367,  368,  369.  Le  Clerc,  torn, 
ii.  p.  256,  257. 

•  The  reader  may  find  in  Reruni  Mofcov.  Comment,  p,  7. 
a  full  account  of -the  untimely  fate  of  thU  young  prince. 

he 
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Le  aflumed  the  moft  menacing  attitude  of 
military  cbailifement.  An.  hundred  thou*  1508. 
fand  men  marched  under  the  command  of 
his  brother  Demetrius  againft  the  city  of  Ka- 
zan* This  expedition  was  obfervable  for  the 
imprudence  and  fucceilive  defeats  df  the  two 
rival  armies.  The  Ruilians,  who  did  not  ap-* 
prebend  an  attack,  were  furprifed  by  the 
well-timed  adlivity  of  Mahmet  Amin,  and 
compelled,  after  enduring  a  confideraUe  lofa^ 
to  tarn  their  backs,  with  (hame  and  confufioiw 
The  Tatars,  in  the  infolence.of  this  impec-* 
fed:  conqueft,  fcoriied  every  .fug^eftion '  of 
feafonable  precaution,  came  out  from  the  city 
with  their  wives  and,  children^  pitched  theio 
tents  in  the  plain,  and  after  the  cuftom  of 
their  country,  indulged  themfelves  in  overw 
powering  draughts  of  drunkennefs  for  a  vie«» 
tory,  the  fruits  of  which  they  confidered  fo 
fubftantial. 

The  Ruffians,  who  fooa  arofe  from  their 
partial  defeat  with  frefli  vigour,  on  the  mo- 
ment they  were  apprized  of  their  unfufpicious 
celebration  of  this  vidory,  or  of  a  feftival,  re- 
folved  to  retrieve  their  difgrace  in  the  blood 
of  their  foes.  With  rapid  though  cautious 
fteps,  they  made  their  approach,  until  they 
could  diftindlly  perceive  the  Tatars  fcattered 
along  the  ground  in  thoughtlefs  fecurity.* 
On  a  fuddea  they  were  aroufed  from  .thei£ 

L  (lumbers 
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numbers  l^  dieilicmts  and  the  fwords  of  their 
enemies*  Afionilhment  produced  flight  an4 
difmay,  and  thofe  who  were  not  out  m 
pieces,  opprefled  by  a  vigorous  purfuit, 
and  their  own  fears,  crowded  into  the  city 
with  fuch  precipitate  hafte,  as  to  be  ftified 
to  death  on  entering  the  gates. 

If  the  Ruffians  had  been  anxious  to  im- 
prove this  fignal  advantage,  they  ihould 
tuive  entered  the  defencelefs  gates  with  the 
terrified  Tatars:}  or  if  they  had  blockaded  the 
^ty  onlyibo:  a  few  days,  a  cheap  and  blood- 
kfs  vi£kory  muft  have  beep,  the  inevitable 
confequence ;  but  inilead  of  purfuing  either 
of  thefe  obvious  plans,  they  were  more  im-i> 
piitient  to  indulge  their  voracious  af^etites 
of  avarice  and  hunger,  by  plundering  the 
camp  of  the  Tatars,  and  feafting  on  the  rem« 
nants  of  their  abundant  banquet. 

The  minds  of  the  Kazanites,  exafperated 
at  their  late  and  unexpeded  difafter,  were 
eager  to  infiid  the  moft  fevere  vengeance  on 
its  authors ;  and  the  injudicious  condud  of 
the  Ruffians  enabled  them  to  begin  and  to 
complete,  this  work  of  dreadful  retaliation. 
From  a  lofty  tower,  the  vigilant  khan  efpied 
tiiem  immerfed  in  wine  and  fleep ;  with  all 
imaginable  fpeed,  fifty  thoufand  aflembled 
in  arms,  fluflied  with  the  well*grounded  con^ 
fiden^  of  an  eafy,  though  not  a  mercileis 

conquefl^ 
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cofiqaeft,  and  quickly  ftaxned  their  fwords 
with  the  blood  of  the  indolent  and  confufed 
Ruffians.  Seven  thoufand  men  out  of  that 
mighty  hoft,  which  like  a  whirlwind  might 
have  tome  down  all  oppofition^  had  it  huJt 
banded  its  late  fuccefs  with  the  fmalleft 
ikill  and  prudence^  alone  efcaped  from  this 
iocedelma^j  this  field  of  blood,  to  relate  the 
£ital  carelefnefs  of  their  countrymen,  which 
afforded  the  Tatars  a  fair  opportunity  of  af- 
fuming  again  a  fuperiority  over  Ruffia,  dan- 
gerous in  the  utmoft  degree  to  her  liberty  and 
independence. 

But  happily  for  her  internal  fecurity,  the 
vidorious  Mahmet  Amin,  foon  after  hit 
horrible  fuccefs,  was  attacked  by  an  in-  ' 
curable  diftemper.  Confcious  his  adions 
could  not  be  fubmitted  to  the  pure  laws 
ofjuftice  and  of  gratitude,  his  perturbed  ima- 
gination conceived  that  his  agonizing  pains 
were  inflicted  on  him  by  the  Supreme  Dif- 
pofer  of  all  events,  as  a  lingular  reward  of 
his  ingratitude  to  his  liberal  benefador*  Im« 
• 

'  ''  Nos  combats  en  £urope»''  fays  a  celebrated  writer^ 
**  paralflent  des  leg^res  efc  arm  ouches  9  en  comparaiion  d; 
ces  batailles  qui  ont  enfanglant^  quelquefois  PA(ie/'  See 
CEiiTres  dc  Voltaire,  torn-  xviii.  Eflai  fur  les  Mceurs  8c 
I'Efpric  des  Nattoasy  p.  29^  IF  the  curlofity  of  the  teader 
is  not  already  damped  by  this  iijiiform  narrative  of  blood- 
flied»  he  will  certainly  feel  the  truth  of  this  obfervration>  be- 
fore lie  reaches  the  final  abolition  of  Rufllan  flavery* 

L  2  prefled 
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prcfled  every  day  with  thefe  gloomy  and, 
diilradiag  apprehenfions,  he  difpatched,  as 
a  mark  of  his  unfeigned  contrition^  an  em-^ 
bafly  to  Vaffili,  with  the  valuable  prefent  of 
two  or  three  hundred  of  his  bcft  horfes,  •  The 
forgiving  prince,  touched  with  the  fincere  re- 
pentance of  a  dying  enemy,  fent  him  words 
of  generous  friendfhip  and  condolence,  and 
gifts  of  confiderable  value  ^ 

The  wretched  Mahmet  expired  in  the  fame 
year;  whilft  his  lafl  hours,  perhaps,  were 
tortured  by  the  Aings  of  a  guilty  confcience. 
His  ambitious  and  revengeful  wife,  who  had 
caufed  his  perfidy,  terminated  her  days  by 
poifon,  fearful  of  meeting  the  juft  perfecu- 
tion  of  the  grand  prince* 
15  M-  A  war  vras  now  commenced  with  Poland^ 
which,  though  flopped  for  a  time,  by  fome 
hollow  profeffions  of  amity,  broke  out  again 
with  redoubled  violence,  and  lafted  upwards 
of  nine  years,  by  the  formidable  ambition 
and  refllefs  treachery  of  Sigifmond  king  of 
Poland.  But  fortune  did  not  correfpond 
with  the  wifties  of  this  enterprifing  prince ; 
his  martial  pride  was  humbled  by  the*  lofs 
of  Smolenfk,  and  the  poverty  of  his  refources 
teftified  by  the  refult  of  a  frefli  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  grand  prince  for  five  years. 

♦  Levefque,  torn.  ii.  p.  370.     LcClert,  torn.  H.  p.  258. 

This 
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This  peace  reftorcd  new  vigour  to  the  1523- 
arm  of  Vaflili,  who  had  now  no  foreign  enfit* 
my  to  dread^  but  the  rebellious  Tons  of  Ka- 
zan. ^  When  the  faithlcfs  Mahmet  had 
breathed  out  his  lad  figh,  the  grand  prince 
appointed  for  his  fucceflbr,  a  Tatar  named 
Sheikh  Ali,  khan  of  Kaffimof,  whofe  uni- 
form attachment  to  him  had  merited  his 
efteem  and  confidence.  While  a  Ruffian 
Voyevode,  of  the  name  of  Karpof,  attended 
this  prince  to  his  new  government,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  general  or  fpy. 

Sheikh  Ali  had  reigned  three  years  over  his 
new  fubjefts,  without  procuring  their  love  or 
refpeft.  His  outward  appearance  was  not  in- 
deed well  calculated  to  command  the  refped: 
and  admiration  of  a  warlike  race  of  men :  his 
figure,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  times, 
exhibited  the  moil  uncouth  proportion  and 
difgufting  uglinefs  ;  his  ears  were  ^loiig  and 
hanging,  his  belly  of  Angular  protuberance, 
his  legs  ihort  and  fwelled ;  nor  was  his  mind^ 
to  compenf^te  for  thefe  external  defe£);s,  en*- 
dewed  with  any  of  the  qualifications  of  a 
hero.  Befides  thefe  perfonal  obje(fHons,  the 
proud  temper  of  the  Tatars  foon  perceived, 
that  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the 
monarch  were  loft  in  the  odious  and  contempt 

J.Lcvcfquc^  torn.  ii.  p.  382,  383,  384.     Le  Clcrc,  torn.  u. 
p.  265. 
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tible  occupation  of  the  fpy ;  and  their  haughty 
^irit$  could  ill  brook  the  control  of  a  people 
over  whom  they  had  fo  long  maintained  a 
pre*eminent  power.  Impatient  of  fubor- 
dination,  they  feized  the  prefent  inaufpi- 
ciou$  moment  to  excite  the  glow  of  fhame 
on  the  countenance  of  this  docile  flave  of 
Ruilia)  and  to  place  before  his  eyes  the  glo- 
rious view  of  independence.  But  Sheikh 
Ali)  who  knew  that  the  fure  and  eafy  road 
to  the  prefcrvation  of  his  dignity  and  free- 
dom was  only  to  be  found  in  prompt  fervi- 
lity  and  implicit  obedience  to  the  powerful 
Vafiilj,  recoiled  with  horror  at  this  dubious 
experiment ;  and^  at  once,  to  exprefs  his  loy- 
alty and  zeal  to  his  Ruffian  matter,  con* 
demned  to  death  the  mod  confpicuous  among 
thefe  partizans  of  liberty. 

This  feverity,  rendered  ilill  lefs  fupportable 
from  the  known  caufe  of  its  bafe  origin,  pro- 
duced in  fifteen  hundred  and  twenty-one  a 
general  revolt.  The  indignant  Kazanites 
leeretly  folicited  Mildi  Guerei,  khan  of 
Crim,  to  entrufl:  them  with  the  perfou  of 
his  young  fon.  The  ambitious  khan  joy- 
fully cV)mplied  with  their  alluring  requefts, 
and  Sapha  Guerei  was  hailed  by  the  accla- 
mations of  his  new  fubje£ts,  even  before  the 
unfufpicious  Sheikh  Ali  dreamt  that  the  web 
6f  his  expulfion  was  commenced* 

Their 
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TTicir  fenfe  of  pad  flavery  gave  an  addi- 
tional fpur  to  their  cruelty  and  revenge.  The 
Chriftians,  whofe  unhappy  fate  had  led  them 
to  Kazan,  were  inhumanly  flaughtered.  The 
life  of  the  Voyevode  was  refpedled,  but  hi« 
palace  was  plundered ;  and  the  blood  of 
about  a  thoufand  men  of  his  train  fpilt.  The 
fame  fate  attended  five  thoufand  Tatars  of 
Sheikh  Ali :  but  as  their  late  fovereign  was 
ranked  among  the  relatives  of  the  khan,  this  tie 
of  alliance  proved  the  fole  fource  of  his  li-* 
berty ;  and  both  he,  and  the  Voyevode,  by 
the  command  of  Sapha  Guerei,  were  efcorted 
as  far  as  might  be  deemed  necefTary  for  their 
perfonal  fecurity. 

*The  fad  intelligence  of  fo  unlooked-for  X5H- 
an  event)  threw  the  prince  into  the  deepeft 
afflidion :  for  feveral  days  he  fhut  himfelf 
up  in  his  apartments,  and  refufed  in  his  foli-* 
tude  the  healing  balm  of  confolation.  But 
this  ufelefs  grief  was  foon  fucceeded  by  the 
more  manly  paffion  of  revenge.  No  longer 
impeded,  by  the  war  of  Poland,  from  exerting 
the  whole  force  of  his  empire  in  the  fupport 
of  his  caufe,  he  aifembled  a  mighty  army,  of 
an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fighting  men, 
which  he  formed  into  two  great  divifions, 
under  the  command  of  feven  or  fourteen 

*  LercTqaCf  toin«  ii.  p«  9851  386.     Le  CIerc»  ton*  H. 

L  4  Voyevodes. 
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Voyevodcs.  One  part  of  this  gigantic  force 
was  to  proceed  by  land,  and  the  other  by 
water.  But  fortune  utterly  forfook  the  ftan-  . 
dard  of  the  Ruffian  prince.  The  greater  part 
of  this  lail  divifion  was  demolifhed  before  it 
reached  the  walls  of  Kazan.  To  reftraia 
their  progrefs,  the  Tcheremiffian  Tatars,  the 
allies  of  Sapha  Guerei,  had  obftru£ted,  with  a 
multitude  of  large  ftones  and  trees,  the  pa£- 
fages  where  the  iflands  narrow  the  courfe  of 
the  Volga.  The  veflels  embarraffed  by  thefc 
prepared  obflacles  ran  foul  of  each  other;  * 
while  the  TcheremiiTes,  in  their  light  canoes, 
hovered  around  the  Ruffians,  and  poured  ia 
clouds  of  arrows.  In  this  moment  of  their 
entanglement  and  confufion,  others  had 
climbed  up  the  deep  fides  of  the  iflands,  and 
almpft  overwhelmed  them  by  conftantly 
calling  down  beams  and  ftones  of  a  meft 
enormous  weight.  Thofe  who  efcaped  firomi 
the  (battered  barks,  were  greeted  on  the  bankr 
with  death,  while  thirty  thoufand  found 
their  grave  in  the  river.  The  cannon  and  the 
balls  were  drawn  out  of  the  river  by  the  in- 
defatigable Tcheremiffes,  and  fent  to  Kazan  as 
memorials  of  their  decifivefuccefs. 
.  While  the  land  divifion,  ignorant  of  their 
countrymen's  deftruAion,  was  anxioufly 
waiting  their  jundion  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sviaga,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Tatars, 
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and  after  a  fevere  engagement,  the  fwords  of 
the  Ruffians  proved  fuperior  to  the  arrows  of 
the  Tatar  horfe.  Part  of  the  vaaquifhed  fled, 
and  were  purfued  even  to  the  Volg^,  whofe 
ftreams  now  proved  the  receptacle  of  Tatar 
defpair  ;  others  fought  a  precarious  fafety  in 
their  forefts,  while  the  more  fortunate  once 
more  regained  in  fafety  the  walls  of  Kazan. 
It  was  conjeilured,  that  the  Tatars  lamented 
the  lofs  of  forty  thoufand  men  in  this  bloody 
contcft  Various  parties  of  the  Ruflians 
roamed  about  the  country  like  prowling 
wolves  in  queft  of  prey,  and  their  minds 
elated  by  their  late  vidory,  anticipated  a 
more  enlarged  fphere  of  rapine  and  conqueft 
on  the  arrival  of  the  other  divifion. 

From  thefe  pleafing  dreams  of  vidory  and 
renown,  they  were  foon  awakened  by  the  mor- 
tifying difcovery  of  the  real  weaknefs  of  the 
Ruflian  empire.     Naked,  fpiritlefs,  exhaufted 
by  thirfl,  hunger,  and  incefTant  fatigue,  fomc 
of  them  were  faved  from  the  wreck  of  the 
Volga  divifion,  to  flrike  their  countrymen 
with  horror  and  furprife,  by  the  melancholy 
tale   of  the  death   of  their  afTociates,  and 
the  lofs  of  their  numerous  artillery,  whofe 
thundering  force  they  had  flattered  themfelves 
would  have  crumbled  into  atoms  the  proud 
and  rebellious  city  of  Kazan.     Thus   failed 
this  mighty  expedition,   which  promifed  on 
4  iU 
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its  outfet  fuch  fubftantial  hopes  of  pierma* 
nent  fuccefs.  The  remaining  and  victo- 
rious divifion  was  fo  deeply  difmayed  by 
tliis  unexpected  news,  that  from  the 
height  of  their  alacrity  and  confidence, 
they  funk  into  the  utmoft  defpain  Their 
panic-ftruck  minds,  regardlefs  of  their 
former  deeds  of  valour,  now  determined 
to  feek  their  fafety  by  a  difhonourabb 
return  to  Mofcow ;  while  clofe  on  the  heels 
of  their  retreat  followed  the  fword  of  fa- 
mine and  perhaps  the  Tatars,  whofe  united 
efforts  mufl:  have  fpread  devaftation  through 
their  ranks. 

^  Misfortune  had  fhowered  down  her  blows 
in  fuch  thick  profufion  on  the  head  of  Vaffill, 
that  fix  tedious  years  were  confumed  before 
he  could  again  marfhal  an  adequate  force  to 
advance  againfl  Kazan.  At  laft  his  laborious 
exertions  completed  this  army,  which  he  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  thirty  Voyevodes. 
1530.  On  the  bed  of  ficknefs  Sapha  Guerel  re^ 
ceived  this  warlike  intelligence  ;  but  he  arofe 
with  activity  to  perform  the  fundtions  of  a 
general  and  a  foldier.  He  firft  gave  the  ne- 
ceflary  orders  for  defence,  procured  the  aid 
of  ten  thoufand  Nogays,  and  then  produced 
•  from  both  fides  of  the  city  entrenchments 

t  Levefque,'  't*rt*.  'fi;  p.  J«7,   38S.     Le  acre,  torn.  ii. 
p#  a67»  268. 
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of  iharp  palifades,  ftrongly  fupported  by 
ftones  and  earth,  and  defended  by  dkches  of 
coniiderable  breadth  and  depth.  OJIrog  is 
the  name  Which  the  Ruffians  gave  to  this 
mode  of  conftrudion  ;  and  to  the  great 
fatisfadion  of  the  khan,  thefe  works  were 
finiflied  by  his  prompt  and  ftrenuous  Tatars 
before  the  arrival  of  the  powerful  foe.  Du- 
ring the  fultry  heat  of  a  fummer,  the  Ruffians 
allaulted  the  oftrog  and  city  with  adverfc 
fortune,  and  the  befieged  would  dill  have 
been  impregnable,  had  their  prudence  equal- 
led their  valour :  in  the  day  they  contended 
with  ardour  in  the  toil  and  danger  of  the 
defence,  but  in  the  night  they  were  drowned 
in  wine  and  fleep. 

Thefe  indifcreet  indulgences  did  not  long 
remain  a  fecret  to  the  patient  vigilance  of 
the  enemy,  whofe  Ikill  and  perfeverance 
on  this  momentous  occafion  were  defervedly 
crowned  with  complete  fuccefs.  Under  co- 
ver of  the  friendly  night,  fome  youths  of 
intrepid  refolution,  with  cautious  footfteps, 
contrived  to  befmear  with  pitch  and  fulphur 
the  patifades  of  the  oftrog  and  the  walls  of 
the  city,  and  then  committed  the  whole  to 
one  general  conflagration.  By  their  bold 
dexterity,  th$  attack  was  thus  commenced  ; 
and  fo  well  were  their  motions  concerted  and 
P«rforme4|  that  the  Jatars  faw  the  enemy 

in 
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in  the  town  before  they  had  even  time  to 
grafp  their  arms^  their  lad  and  precarious 
ihftruments  of  defence.  Surprize  appalled 
the  courage  of  the  Tatars  :  even  their  braveft 
warriors  fell  an  eafy  prey  in  this  unequal 
conflia ;  while  the  rccolledion  of  their 
former  difgrace,  we  imagine,  did  not  ferve 
to  abate  the  fanguinary  rage  of  the  fuccefsful 
Ruffians.  If  we  may  believe  the  report  of 
the  times,  the  ferocious  conquerors  did  not 
iheath  their  reludant  fwords,  until  the  death 
of  fixty  thoufs^nd  Tatars  proclaimed  their  dc- 
cifive  viftory  and  revenge. 

The  high  fpirited  Sapha  Guerei,  whofe 
courage  did  not  droop  with  his  finking  for- 
tunes, was  blockaded  in  his  caflle ;  but  at 
the  head  of  three  thou£and  cavalry  of  ap- 
proved valour,  gallantly  cut  his  way,  in  the 
pight,  through  the  Ruffian  army,  and  with 
many  an  honourable  wouqd  efc^ped  tcj  Crinx, 
with  his  wife  and  children, 

•  But  the  luftrc  of  this  expedition  was 
conceived,  by  the  inhuman  policy  of  th^ 
times,  to  b?  fullied  by  its  degrading  conqlu^ 
fion.  The  whole  number  that  w^a  left  in- 
the  defencelefs  city  amounted  only  to  four- 
teen thoufand  inhabitants,  according  to  the 
moft  general  account.     The  Voyqvodes,  fear-v 

■  Levefque,  tom.ii.  p.  389,.  390,  391.     JLc  Clerc^  topi.  ii. 

p.  269.  '  ■'   -■-   •"    -: 
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fuly  it  18  (aid^  of  provoking  the  refiftance  of 
this  fmall  band,  granted  them  peace,  inftead 
of'  feiztag  the  hopelefs  town,  which  mufl: 
infallibly  have  yielded  to  their  army  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  men.  They  levied  a  tri-- 
bttte  of  three  years,  and  then  withdrew  their 
formidable  forces.  The  Prince  Ivan  Belfki, 
chief  of  the  Voyevodes,  was  accufed  of 
receiving  a. large  bribe  from  the  Tatars, 
to  z£k  this  part  fo  full  of  cowardice  and  in-» 
famy.  This  difgraceful  agreement  cancelled 
all  obligations  due  to  his  former  fervices,  and 
the  grand  prince  vnfhed  to  puniih  his  crimi* 
nal  behaviour  by  inftant  death ;  but  his  life 
was  faved  at  the  urgent  interceflion  of  the 
metropolitan*  The  traitor,  however,  fpent 
five  years  in  the  gloom  of  a  dungeon,  for  be* 
traying  the  interefts  of  his  country. 

Mofcow  foon  afterwards  beheld  the  arrival 
of  the  Tatar  ambaffadors,  to  folicit  the  con- 
firmation of  the  late  compromife;  and  to 
prevent  its  rejedlion  by  the  grand  prince, 
thtj  humbly  requefted  his  nomination  to  the 
vacant  throne.  Apprehenfive  of  ftirring  up 
a  fecond  time  their  unbroken  fpirits  to  the 
tumult  of  rebellion,  Ihould  he  again  feleft 
Sheikh  Ali,  for  their  magiftrate,  who  was  as 
odious  as  he  was  contemptible  to  the  Ka- 
zanites,  he  beftowed  on  Tchin  Ali,  his  bro- 
ther, a  boy  without  difcernment  or  vigour,  the 

flippery 
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ilippery  fceptre  c^JSLazan ;  over  whofe  weak 
years,  the  Prince  Vaffili  Peiikof  wa»  ajn 
pointed  to  rule  with  the  fway  of  a  fovereiga. 
But  this  imperfe£fc  fyftem  of  admioiftradou 
was  foon  difregarded.  Scarce  a  year  of  faint 
fubmiffion  had  elapfed,  when  the  Kazamte 
Tatars  again  difcovered  thdr  ftrength^  axid 
the  Ruffians  their  weakneft. 
.  In  a  furious  fedition,  which  once  mere 
agitated  their  capital,  they  pronounced  Tchia 
Ali  unqualified  to  reign ;  and,  as  the  moft 
cfTedive  way  to  enfure  the  execution  of  this 

1531*  decree,  mafTacred  him,  Penkof,  and  dU  their 
numerous  retinue,  and  recalled  Sapha  Guerd, 
whofe  valour  and  ftrength,  if  it  had  been  em* 
ployed  in  the  commiflion  of  the  moft  heinous 
crimes,  would  ftill  have  been  more  accept--' 
able  than  the  pacific  virtues,  among  a  people 
who  difplayed  fuch  few  traces  of  intellec- 
tual vigour.  Thcfe  multiplied  difappoint-* 
ments  probably  haftened  the  death  of  Vafliii, 
whofe  health  had  long  been  in  a  (late  of  dan* 

1533.  g^rous  decline.  He  died  in  the  fifty*third 
year  of  his  life,  and  in  the  twenty-eighth  of 
an  inglorious  and  unfuccefsful  reign  :  and  in 
his  charader  can  neither  bedifcovered  any  mo- 
del of  (hining  virtue,  or  of  memorable  vice^. 

The 

9  The  name  of  Czar  was  applied  to  Vaffili*  about  the  con- 
clufion  of  his  reign ;  but  it  was  his  Ton  and  fucccflbr,  who 
formally  fubftitutcd  that  tide  in  the  room  of  Grand  Prince. 
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The  infertion  of  this  reign  may  be  view- 
ed by  the  fevere  critic  as  an  ugly  cxcr^C^ 
cence  growing  out  from  the  fubjedk  '  of  our 
work;  ,but  we  were  urged  to  thie  tranfgref- 
lion,  by  the  defire  of  proving  circumftantially 
to  the  fatisfadion  of  our  readers,  that  tiie  vital 
principle  of  Tatarian  independence  waa  not 
entirely  deftroyed,  and  that  much  renuuned 
to  be  done,  much  blood  to  be  (bed,  and  much 
ability  to  be  difplayed  by  the  renowned  fon 
of  Vaffili,  Ivan  the  Fourth,  before  he  could 
complete  the  noble  tafk,  which  had  been  fd 
fucceisfully  begun  by  his  magnanimous  grand* 
lire. 


TVttitle»  howeyeo  »  not  the  invention  of  Ruffian  pridei  but 
was  more  familiar  to  the  ears  of  other  nations,  if  we  may 
troft  the  refearches  of  the  celebrated  Bayer :  "  Nempe,  ut 
mea  opinio  fert,  is  titulus  fummae  majeHatis  fuit,  ^pud  Sar- 
maticos  populos ;  Perils  Czar  ^  Cxehar  efl  thrtmut  regius.  £t  ve* 
teres  SlaTOs  quoque  Cxebar  dixilTe,  Scylitres  Curopalata  au^or 
A,*'  De  Origine  Ruffomm^  in  Comment.  Academ.  Petrop. 
tpffl^viii.  p.  4.17. 
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REVOLUTION  THE  SIXTH. 

Thetajl  Epoch  of  the  Decline  cfthe  Tatars.^^-^The  BeJiruBion 
'   of  the  Kingdom  of  Kazan  and  Afirakan^  in  the  Reign  of 
Ivan  IV.  VafJilivit'Zy   the  Jirft   Czar^  furnamed  bj  the 
Rujftansy  the  Terrible^  by  Foreigners^  the  Tyranti 


CHAP.    L 


A 


FTER  the  lofs  of  his  firft  wife,  Vaffili 
had  received  the  hand  of  the  young  Princefs 
Helena,  daughter  of  Vaffili  Glenfki.  The 
endowments  of  her  mind  aiid  perfon  had 
placed  her  beyond  the  general  level  of  her 
fex ;  fhe  poflefTed,  with  her  beauty,  a  ftrong 
proportion  of  manly  fenfe,  a<3:ivity,  and  re- 
folution  '.  But  in  the  latter  part  of  her  ad- 
miniftration,  thefe  commendable  qualities 
were  entirely  abforbed  in  the  vortex  of  ca- 
price, vanity,  and  injuftice  ;  while  the  chqjlitf 
of  Helena  afforded  ample  materials  to   the 

■  Odcrbornius,  in  his  efFoete,  vague,  and  declamatory  hif- 
tory  of  the  Czar  Ivan  IV.  calls  her  prseftantis  forma:  vir* 
jrinem,  lib.  i.  p.  2$o.  Jo^nis  BaGlides  Magni  Mofchovi« 
Ducis  vita.  See  this  work  in  Rerum  Mofcov.  Comment* 
Lc  Clerc>  jeune  encore^  belle  &  fenfible>  torn.  ii.  p.  272. 
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pen  of  icaiidaL  Two*  fons,  Ivan  and 
Tory,  were  the  iflue  of  this  marriage;  who 
wore  left  at  the  early  age  of  £Dur,  deftitute^ 
of  the  guidance  of  paternal  Jove  ^nd  admo« 
nition«  In  time$  leia  curbed  by  law,  and  lefs 
faintly  marked  by  reafon  and  pojicy,  neithei? 
of  the(e  infants  perhaps  would  have  aflumed 
the  honours  of  a  regal  name.  But  the  Ru£n 
fians  had  now  been  taught,  in  the  fchopl  of 
adverfity  and  oppreffion,  to  value  the  advan^ 
tagea  o£  a  fixed  line  of  fucceilion;  and 
therefore  the  will  of  Vaifili,  which  devolved 
the  fceptre  to  Ivan,  was  ratified  by  publie 
confent.  By  this  teftament  alfo,  the  lovely 
Helena  was  left  the  guardian  of  her  ion  and 
the  empire  of  Ruifia;  while,  to  dired  by 
his  wifdom  and  to  awe  by  his  valour,  Mik* 
haol  Gleniki  her  unde  was  called  to  the 
fupport  of  her  authority  \ 

On  the  moment  that  life  ceafed  to  animatf 
the  frame  of  their  brother,  George  and  An^ 
drew,  uncles  to  the  royal  infant,  on  th^ 
iacred  fign  of  the  Crofs  took  their  oaths  of 
inviolable  fidelity :  but  the  dazzling  profpe^ 
of  ambition  fooa  fet  loofe  the  firft  from  hip 
l^oteftations  of  fubmifiion;  he  fcorned  tp 
obey,  when  h^  conceived  he  ought  to  comp 
naad;  but  he  courted  power  with  all  the 

.    *  Levef^ef  torn.  iii.  p.  1^4. .  Le  Clerc,  torn*  Ii.  p'  »f%i 
'  Oe  Rebas  Mofchoviticis,  lib.  U  chap.  zi.  p»  6;. 
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arrogance,  aiid  without  the  ftretigth,  of  atl 
Afiatic  defpot.  Inftend  of  purchafing  the 
fufirages  of  the  boyars  by  his  liberality,  his 
prudence,  oi  by  his  afiability,  he  ordered 
the  greateft  pirt  of  them,  by  his  fecretary, 
to  haflcn  to  his  prefence  with  the  bended 
homage  of  allegiance;  while  his  vain  confix* 
dence  negleded  to  enforce  his  pretenfions  on 
the  contumacious,  by  the  illegal  though 
weighty  influence  of  the  fwbrd.  His  injunc- 
tions of  attendance  were  therefore  difire- 
garded,  and  all  his  airy  fabrics  of  dominion 
overturned  in  the  unwelcome  folitude  of  a 
prifon,  where  he  (ighed  out  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  contempt  and  obfcurity. 

The  harfh  policy  of  the  Ruffians,  fo  ini* 
mical  to  female  ambition,  had  not  only  ex«« 
eluded  the  auguft  widows  of  their  fovereigns 
from  the  throne,  but  had  been  accuftomed 
to  fee  the  fplendour  of  their  regal  habit  laid 
afide,  and  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  the 
world  renounced  in  the  lowly  {hades  of  a 
cloifter :  but  oppofite  fpedacles,  which  Teemed 
to  deride  the  revered  iiiiUtations  of  former 
ages,  were  now  difplayed  to  the  court  and 
to  the  people; — the  lovely  Helena,  in  the 
bloom  of  youth  and  pride,  inftead  of  devo- 
ting  her  days  to  perpetual  confinement  in 
the  holy  retreat  of  a  monaftery,  was  feen  to 
hold  the.  reins  of  government  with  firm 
I  ;  .  .  though 
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^ough  gentle  handt^   and  to  didate  laws    <534* 
from  that  mouth  which  fo  well  could  fpeak 
the  language  of  tenderaefa  and  delight,  with 
the  amorous  Kniaz  Obolenfki,  more  known 
bj  the  tiame  of  Ovtchina  ^ 

But  this  intercourfe  of  love  and  pleaTurc 
was'ibon  condemned  with  rigour,  by  men 
whofe  grofs  appetites^  though  indifferent  to 
the  '.attradions  of  beauty,    yet  entertained 
the  ftrongeft  fentiments  of  Indignation  again  ft 
female  frailty^     Their  loud  and  farcaftic  re« 
proaches  could  not  be  fcreened  from  the  pry^ 
ing  fu(picions  of  the  regent  .  The  more 
therefore  that  her  lave  receded  l)roiiith«ftri£k 
line  of  virtue,  the  more  inacceffiUe  was  her 
heart  to  the  mild  dictates  of  moderation  and 
juftice.     To  the  ftern  deity  of  her  revenge^ 
fhe  boldiyfacrificed  themoft  illuftrious  per« 
ibpagesj  and  her  aged  uncle  was  the  firft 
to  experience  the  dreadful  and  potent  effeds 
of  female  hatred.     Bred  in  the  toil,  danger, 
and  glory  of  the  camp,  with  the  honeft  blunt- 
iie&  of  a  foldier,    he   irelated   to  her   the 
bitter  invedltves  of  popular  anger ;   he  then 
entreated  her,  if  fhe  could  not  overcome  her 
licentious  pailion  for  this  unworthy  minion, 
at  leaft  to  indulge  it  with  fome  regard  to  the 

«  Joaan.  Bafil^Vita,  lib.i«  p*il5t* 

Ma  laws 
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ttm  of  decency  ai»d<autloiu  Tlntiifiioiiflr^ 
lb  repngiia&t  to  female  pnde,  itrred  only  ttf 
catafjpetatc  die  fierce  piAdns  of  bis  aiece^ 
tirkhottt  refinroimg  tier  Ticknis  piopenfitiea* 
Under  a  falfe  acculktioii  6f  bis  cafting  an 
tmbidoutf  eye  on  the  tfanme,  be  difcotefed 
tad  feh  the  eniel  hatred  oS  his  niece  ami  the 
faiYOwit^  From  a'  ccutt  which  profefled 
the  beoft  bllad  obedience  to  the  rod  of  an 
arbttrarf  prepofleifed  judge^  innocence  coold 
not  hope  itk  ac^kcalr  The  uQAataml  cruel- 
ty of  the  regent  firft  bereft  her  uncle  of  hi* 
tftk';  and  in  the  fhonaftery  of  TrcMtfa,  M^ 
mi^rtim!69  feott  afterwards  placed  him  be*^ 
^ohd  tlie  reMh  of  fbnifale  oppreifion. 

The  pimi(hmem  and  death  of  her  mnde 
were  like  lignal  for  the  progrefs  of  difcontent 
1535*  and  retoh.  The  prince  Semen  BfcMki  and 
ibany  other  noblethen  abandoned  RUffia,  and 
fed  into  Pttland,  enraged  at  her  abufe  ef 
power,  which  left  no  -reftige  of  her  former 
fcnfe  and  ♦irhie;  and  the  empire^  ^ich  had 
been  raifed  to  fo  fiourtihing  an  height  by  the 
kidefafigabld  toils  of  thb  third  Ivan,  had 
ilfearly  been  once  more  threatened  by  the  fa-^ 
tal  temped  of 'inteftine  feuds  and  devafta^ 
fionsk  

Among  the  numbef  of  lUuftrious  perib- 

nages  ruined  by  the  ifilrlcate  arts  o/crcatures^ 

*  *  found. 
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%«f ,  iik»  i »  eyfryflge,  and  in  cvmy  court  *, 
«bQ  qj^a^h  «T«y  lopl^  and  w^ve  t^Ii  pin^ 
«f  JBiichief  for  argry  wvd  m4  ^pn  wlucb 
!;qN(09«lus  Of  tlu^gscm  to  r<g>f«(i»  <heir  ja- 
/Bueacf^  was  *  Ao4sew,  thjB  milf  ^p^raj^ 
vnclp  of  the  uAcofifciofa  Iva)),  J9  tbe  io» 
ttx^  jqf  tbcife  ijifimc^  pccihtosc^  wiiick 
^:d%ipl7  a^t«tc4  tilths  «^t»l,  llie  TdHanof 
&zao  had  gradually  >ncnBli6)d(1»e  Xcaie  d 
^vnr  ^nhifOtr^  vtimi^^ir,  aod.'i;drcady  di£> 

ibcii  difpatche4  fi:p»  rt^.  ns^poat  tfi  Andrew, 

tp'ddoswd  hJB  f/Minfcl  sod  ^ffifwIiiBfipi     But 

under  a  coiwteifeit  4Ui)^f%  :}!^P..f9¥&bt   X0 

athitbfi  4)diQus  jbiainoos*  ^iph^^daiowl^ow-     1537- 

«war,  fern  to  hm  at  hii6t«fw»  Mqvieft^  dkfclofed 

.tAthe^airrtlwiixeal jScuai9on.  But,  wjbole  an  o&r 

fpt^J^xi^ki&^mf^  c9Qimk9Sco^toi*epMr  ti» 

jfcfeiw  itQ  oim^tt:  ^verj  jHrejiidiqe  tbM  migk 

Vaige/'  wliich  exhibits  fuch  a  rare  uaion  of  genius  and  art* 
!■•  a  peculiar  happinefs  in  his  ideas  and^ images,  ^when  cha* 
^yjiiiiMu:  the  ^tftf  .^  fittdi  men.  idun  <fb«s  df  Hrhidh  ar^ 

■    »  ■  ■  ■  *^  Yeittbtle.dsmonS|  who  refide 
Xa  cDurCSl^  and  do  your  work  with  bows  and  0niIeSt 
tThattficde^ngin'ry,  more  mUchievotts- 
Xhai^  Iktts  8i|d  armiosy  ^^be.cannoa's  ^iiird^C^. 
Tcacli  me  to  look  a  lie,*'  &c.  &c. 
-  ^  JLereCgn^^  tpm«  iii*  p*  6,  7,  8.    I^  *ClerC|  torn*  lit 
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arife  from  the  ftatement  of  the  phyficitOi 
fome  of  her  fpies  who  had  been  planted 
around  the  domains  of  this  prince,  with  al| 
the  expeditious  fervice  which  money  in  ^  coq« 
jim&ion  with  authonty  procures,  outftripped 
his  trufty  meffsnger  in  alacrity,  and  reported 
to  their  royal  miftrefs,  that  the  following 
day  had  been  fixed  for  the  flight  of  the 
prince  mto  Poland. 

-  Apprifed  of  the  declarations  of  the  fecret 
agfciil^  of  the  throne^  and  the  preparatory  de- 
figns  for-  thtf  feizure  of  his  pcrfon,  by  the 
affefiion  of  a  vigilant  friend,  he  fled  to  Nov- 
gorodi  and  thence  iflued  letters  to  the  nobles, 
^hich  principally  urged  the  difgrace  of  ac-* 
knowledging    the  authority   of  an  infknt, 
and   of  an  oftentatious  cruel  woman,  Who 
alone  fubmitted  to  the  obje^ks  of  her  feaa- 
^lous^  attachment   her   capricious  adtons; 
whilft  his  rank,  age,  and  experience,    en-* 
titled  him  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  that 
counfels  and  armies.    But  his  Ubour$  did  not 
produce  the  dcfired  harveft.     The  majority 
were  not  prepared  for  rebellion :  a  few  only 
repaired  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  with  in^ 
tentions  confonant  to  the  wilhcs  of  his  hesirt  ; 
but  with  means  far  from  being  calculated  to 
ihake  off  their  dependencet     Under  the  com^ 

7  Levefqae,  tom  iii,  f%  9-^14*    Lc  Clerc^  tom^  ii«  p.,  zj^i 

maud 
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of  ber  loirer,  pvtchina,  A  numerous 
army  aflemUed  t6.ch2iftife  the  infoleace  of 
Andrew  and  hi$  flender  adhereota* 

When  thie  two  armies  faced  each  other, 
the  ccndud  of  Andrew, .  from  .  the  confci- 
ouiheis  of  his  own  weaknefs,  was  marked 
with  hefitation,  perplexity,  and  diftruft. 
After  balancing,  with  a  trembling  hand,  his 
own  advantages  with  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
his  prefumption,  unfupported  by  that  firm- 
0e&  .of  nnnd  which  no  unforefe^n  difafters 
ihoiiM  appal,  became  the  natural  caufe  and 
forerunner  of  a  hafe  defertipn  to  Ovtchina, 
from  whom  he  only  fought  perfonal  fecurity; 
and  in;the  frail  fcQucity  of  his  promife,  he 
placed  all  his  hopes  of  fafety.  By  this  fhame- 
.ful  a^  he  completety^d^i^oyed  himfelf  and 
hit  baad,  whofn  defps^r  might  have  renderqi 
fucccfsful,  by  uniting  their,  couafQl;,  and  io^- 
vigoiatjwg  their  army. 

•Qvlcbiof ,  pra^ifed^  in  the  art  of  deceit  and 
cunning,  copdu^ed  ii*^  captive  to  Mofcow ; 
tile ,  reproaches,  doi^tlefs  concerted,  which 
he  rei;eiyed  from  the  court,  reveled  at  once 
to  tbe  difconfolate  Andrew  the  f«ll  horror  qf 
his  fituation.  His  engagement  of  protec- 
tion to-his  prifoner  was  annulled,  andas  the 
revenge  of  a  guilty  woman  is  never  mercifuli 
the  colleiagues  of  Andrew,  after  undergoing 
the  torture  and  knoot,  were  then  releafed 
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firom  their  miferiet^  .-wUle  tlidr 
leader  was  caft  into  kloathfotne  dungeon  to 
lament  that  want  of  conftancy  and  dilbem- 
<ment  which  proved  fe  fatal  to  himfelf  and  to 
his  followers.  The  vindidive  Helena  did 
not  furvire  her  vidim  a  month.  She  died, 
after  a  ragn  of  four  years,  which  was  dis- 
graced by  her  condud,  and  polluted  with 
4he  blood  of  almoft  ^very  one  that  was  noble, 
great,  or  good  '•  If  we  may  credit  the  faif- 
tory  of  the  times,  her  diflblute  life  was 
fini(hed  by  poifon,  and  the  lefs  criminal  part>> 
ner  of  her  lafcivious  frfeafures  was  condemned 
afterwards  to  be  cot  to  pieces  in  the  markaD* 
^iace,  by  the  hands  of  the  common  haai|^ 
^ari*. 

With  the  years  of  Ivim»  his  woti  itH 
leafed.  On  the  death  c^  Helena,  andean 
^during  her  lifetime,  his  Taft  empire  w«s  op» 
preifed  and  governed  by  the  rapacious  powtfr 
t)f  Mikhail  Toutchkof,  and  the  princes  Ivan 
^d  Vaffili  Chouiikiy  ^o  rivalled  each  other 
in  vice,  corruption,  and  cruelty.  VfhSh 
lilt  hours  of  Helena,  were  confiimed  in  ^ 
round  of  amufements  and  fenfual  gnttificsK 

^  Oderborniostlms  relates  iii«  dsftth  of  a  iratnuv  ^^f^ 
public  and  private  condad  bad  to  defervedly  excited  puliUQ 
abhorrence  I  **  Poft  omnibut  iiivifa>  tt  laftdBb  drevtt* 
veaUf  Titaiii  wseno,  utmariMcat^  aaiifits"  lib«i*p>afai^ 

•  In  partes  diflejbs*  De  Rebos  MoTdioyitidi^  lib,  u 
eap.  xi.  p.  6s* 

dons, 
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tiofis^  dide  Teteraiis  ia  audacious  treafou  had 
ntiihed  the  £ccptrt  from  her  &eble  hands; 
The  royul  tre^wy  was  {rfuud^fed,  everf 
frinc^le  of  law  and  juftice  trampled  upon 
with  impunity,  and  the  moft  iUuftrious  per- 
fimaget  of  the  ftate  were,  by  turns,  a  prey  to 
dieir  capriidous  levity,  or  fanguinary  bar« 
barifin.  £mboldened  by  the  fuccefs  of  their 
crimes,  they  ieized  dieir  young  monarchy 
under  the  flimfy  pf  etext  cf  guarding  him  from 
the  fnares  of  lurking  conijpiracy,  and  on  all 
occaiions  treated  him  more  like  a  dependent 
than  a  prince.  Even  the  virtues  became  of^ 
ftafive  to  the  %ht  of  thefe  tyrants ;  and  a 
ioog  lift  of  the  friends  of  Vaffili  were  either 
prolcribed  or  murdered,  because  their  hearts 
fiill  moved  obedient  to  the  manly  caUs  of 
ftiendihip  «nd  attachment  The  infolence 
lod  pride  of  thefe  ufurpers  had  ib  far  pufhed 
•fide  aU  forma  of  iefpe£k  and  decency^  that 
k  WHS.  AP  uMoounoti  fpe^ade  to  behold 
VaffiU  Cbottiiki,  carelefsly  reclining  on  the 
beofih  or  bed  of  the  ]fite  fovereign^  while  the 
laeeaof  ^myal  IviJi  ftrved  for  iusfoo^ 
ftooL  , 

Bat  when  the  faint  gUmmerings  of  reaibn 
4kWned  upon  the  mind  of  Ivan,  his  wounded 
i^Hik  hooune  incapad>le  of  repcfe^  until  he 
ind  Mvengftd  the  di%nEice  jof  thefe  accunm'^ 
fined  iafiihs^  and  mefted  frxmi  the  hsjtds  of 

the 
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the  rebels  his  defpoiled  add  fainting  couatfT; 
The  firft  ajGt  in  which  he  fecretlj  aimed*  at 
independence,  was  to  command  the  prefence 
of  Choui(ki  at  Vladimir  for  the  apparent  puFx 
pofe  of  overawing  the  Tatars.  The  haughty 
Chouiiki  liftened  and  obeyed,  willing  per- 
haps to  fhew  this  vain  image  of  regal  great- 
nefs,  that  his  abfehce  from  the  court  could 
not  impair  the  folid  fabric  of  his  power.  The 
plundered  gold  of  his  fovereign  he  liad  k- 
vifhed  on  a  crowd  of  titled  flaves,  to  whole 
vigilance  and  fidelity  he  entrufted  the  perfon 
€»f  their  prince. 

To  place  Ivan  BeWki,  kinfman  bf  the  trai-i 
tor  Semen,  near  his  perfon,  was  the  firft  deed 
of  Ivan*s  imaginary  freedom.  This  noblemat^ 
alone  received  the  dangerous  honour  c^ 
fliaring  all  his  confidence.  But  the  precipi- 
tate return  of  Chouifki,  whofe  fatellites  had 
regularly  tranfmitted  each  minute  trah(adion 
in  his  abfence,  infUntly  clouded  the  fifing 
fortune  of  this  diftingutlhed  favourite.  He 
entered  the  capital  with  a  "fierce  arrogance^ 
furrounded  4>y'a  band  of  traitors  {  and  liis 
fplendid  letinue  aflumed  all  the  pomp  of'  hii 
lawful  fovereign.  In  a  council  compofed  of 
tbefd  fiiwninjg  dependents,  he  exercifed  yriiSif 
out  difguiie  the  whole  legiflative  and  txiico^ 
tive  power.  The  expeditious  .'rage*  .of 'tiie 
ufurper  completed,  in  one  inhuman :  (laxi-;* 

datei 
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^ittt  the  niin  of  th«  friends  of  Ivan,  before 
the  hopelefs  prince  had  pofitively  learnt  the 
moJEtifying  ihtdligence  of  his  unexpeded  re- 
ttttn.  All  of  them  difappeared,  by  exile, 
confinement,  or  aflaffination.  Beliki  expe- 
rienced the  firft  of  the  punifhments ;  nor  did 
the  enraged  Ivan  know  the  unhappy  doom  of 
his  favourite,  until  the  arreft  of  fome  friends 
rat.  the  door  of  his  own  apartments  told  him 
he  was  again  a  flave  to  the  jealous  tyranny 
of  Choniiku 

.  The  rigoor  employed  againft  the  venerable 
metropolitan  implies  his  fhare  in  the  fatal 
interefts  of  Bel&i.  In  the  middle  of  the 
night,  the  inexorable  followers  of  Chouiiki 
.purfued  into  the  chamber  of  the  powerlefs 
Ivan,  the  chief  of  the  church ;  who,  after  ex« 
periencing  the  ^riideft  infults  to  his  perfon, 
was  hurried  into  a  convent  at  Bielozero,  to 
which  city,  Beliki  the  favourite  was  alfo 
banifhed,  and  foon  after  all  hopes  of  the  fu- 
ture reward  of  his  attachment  were  ended  by 
a  violent  death. 

'^  But  while  the  bowels  of  the  empire  were 
thus  lacerated  by  the  complicated,  ravages  of 
Chouiiki,  while  the  youthful  Ivan  was  brooding 
over  his  own  injuries' and  thofeof  his  coun- 
try in  negle&ed  folitude,  while  a  dead  unifor- 

'^  Lcvefqa^t  torn*  iii.   p*  l5--iS*    Lc  Clercy  torn.  ii. 
f»  aSif  aS2. 
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mky  of  crimes  was  diipl^Yied  is  tbe.mc^ 
vicious  perfedioD9-*-4b<  thHUB  o('  a  Sordffx 
iovader  8J(mkd  all  molcs^  and  filled  diem 
with  alacrity  and  fervour  ia  the  caiife  of  cheir 
religion  and  lodepcmleDce.  This  eiitfaiifia£> 
tic  ardour,  fithverfive,  for  a  time,  of  the 
tyrant's  flagrant  o|)preflion,  was  enkindled 
by  the  enterprizing  SaphaGuerei  khan  of 
Grim,  who,  won  by  the  iblickatioas  of  the 
king  of  Pobad,  bxx^ke  poebaps^  with  mu 
feigned  tranfports  of  joy,  this  patcfaed^^up 
peace  with  Rttflia.  His  own  fecnt  inclina- 
tioBS  were  above  aU  (limulated  by  the  priace 
JSemen  Belfki,  kinfman  of  the  late  favouiitet 
whofe  ungovernably  fury  alt  the  toondnft  of 
the  deceaied  regent  h»d  led  him  firft  tp 
abandon,  and  then  to  becoaiethe  mortal  foe 
f  54'*  of  his  country*  The  artillery  aqd  amiqu»- 
teers  accoxnpanyif^  this  formtdable  expedi- 
tion were  provided  by  the  fripiuUh^  and 
.allianoe  of  the  Ottoman  court;  and  already 
Jx^d  the  revengeful  fancy  of  Beb^  painbed 
the  piAure  of  his  country  in  ruins  from  the 
idefirudive  prog^s  of  the  Xatan. 

jBut  their  mighty  f>rqpar#tioDS  were  no* 
iblded  in  time  to  the  R^kflian  <»itrt,  and  the 
orders  to  fruftrate  the  defigna  of  the  Tatar 
obtained  the  ftrenuous  fuppoft  of  all  men» 
who  were  either  aduated  by  the  felfiih  €Xt 
ilaudable    miotives   flf    duty    and   intereft 

Troops^ 
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Troops^  anunuoiuoQ,  and  anillery  were  fup- 
plied  by  the  a&ive  zeal  of  the  cities ;  and  the 
nobles^  for  ooce,  loft  all  recolle&ion  of  their 
private  quarrds  and  hofttlities,  in  the  eager 
defire  to  repel  the  iatrepid  Sapha  GuereL 

The  a^ive  khan  had  already  croflfed  the 
Oka,  with  his  whole  horde ;  when,  to  his 
utter  furprife  and  conllernation,  an  advanced 
corps  of  the  enem^  prefented  themfelyes  on 
the  oppofite  bank,  while  frefli  fWarms  c^  Ruf- 
fian troops  were  pouring  down  to  join  thens 
The  Tatars,  who  had  fondly  indulged  their 
kaa^nations^  in  the  hopes  of  a  rich  plunder 
and  eafy  conqueft  of  the  provinces,   were 
panic-ftruck  at  die  hourly  increafing  force 
of  their  enemies.  Their  prefumptuous  fcheme 
of  rapine  vaniihed  like  a  dream,  and  their 
fears  magnified  die  foe  into  incalculable  num* 
bers#     The  [rage  and  difappointment  of  the 
khan    vented    the  mod  fanguinary  threats, 
which  were  afterwards  executed,  on  the  head 
#f  the  tnutcM*  Belfki,  for  inftigating  him  to 
fo  raiK  an  undenaking.     The  whole  nighc 
mzs  pafied  by  the  terrified  Tatars  in  con^ 
fbuaal  alarms :  nor  were  their  apprehenfiont 
Mened  at  the  dawn  of  day,  when  they  dtf« 
Mvered  the  hoilile   bank  lined  with    addi-^ 
iBOoal  troops,  who  had  joined  their  comrades 
»  the   night.      The  khan  and  his  Tatirs 
^4K>w  only  afpired  to  the  fafcty  of  a  rapid 
aadf  ditbvderly  retreat.     To  affift  the  fwift- 
a,  nefs^ 
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nefs  of  their  flight,  they  difencumbered  thenl^ 
felve8  from  their  arms,  and  provifions,  and 
abandoned  their  worn-out  horfes;  and  to 
impede  their  purfuers,  they  broke  down  their 
waggons.  So  lively  were  the  impreflioDs'of 
their  terrors,  that  they  never  halted  until 
they  had  fwam  the  Don,  whofe  broad  and 
friendly  dreams  checked  the  progrefs  of  the 
Ruflians.  ♦ 

But  after  the  retreat  of  this  once  powerful 
enemy,  the  various  fcourges  of  difcord,  trea^ 
chery,  and  oppreffion,  again  vifited  and  af- 
Aided  the  Rufliaa  court.     The  venom   of 
fadion    became    more  virulent,    while   the 
lawlefs  power  of  Chouifki  apparently  bound 
his  young  fovereign  fader  than  ever  in  the 
ichains  of  fubjedion. 
1^4^.         But  the  important  moment  was  at  lad 
arrived,  when  the  boldnefs  of  Ivan  foared  be* 
yond  the  reach   of  his  oppreffors,  and  he 
grafped  his  fceptre  with  the  drength  and  in- 
dependence of  a  man  ":  nurtured  in  the  ichoot 
of  adverfity,  his  tyrants  had  unknowingly 
taught  him  the  valuable  leflbn  of  finding  the 
refources  of  redrefs  in  his  own  genius   and 
prefence  of  mind.     At  the  youthful    age  of 
fourteen  '*,  a  period  at  which  the  humaa  cha?- 

rader 

•«&  ..-^biila  les  &na  de  la  tatene,  ou  fen  cara^^re  in4e^ 
pendant  nc  pouvolt  plas  ^trelreftrr^.    Lacombe,  p.  4.1. 

*^  One  Writer  makes  himexefcife  the  abfolttte  firay  of 
his  anoeftors  e?eo  at   the  early  ag«   of  twelve  }*^  ^<  Pocr 
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rafter  i&  generally  loofe  and  indetenbinate,  he 

feems  to  have  poflefied  all  the  confirmed  attri^- 

,bute8  of  an  active  and  enterprifing  manhood. 

In  a  full  aflembly  of  bis  nobles,  and  in 

a  fpeech   delivered  with  the   mofl:  impreif- 

five  dignity  and  freedom,  he  thus  proclaimed 

his  intention  to  expofe  himfelf  in  the  defence 

of  his  rights,  his  empire,  and  his  indepen^ 

dence,     "  Iffue  of  the  blood  of  Rurik,  I  am 

the  fole  heir  of  my  anceftors,  and  you  have 

ofiered  me  the  homage  of  allegiance,  even 

in  my  cradle.     But  the  unproteded  ftate  of 

my  infancy  has  given  ample  fcope  for  tur« 

bulent  and  deflgning  men  to  pofTefs  the  royal 

power:  and  their  feizure  of  my  authority 

has  been  pregnant  with  manifold  evils.  Thefe 

enemies  of  peace  and  order  have  filled  with 

fcandalous  oppreffion  the  throne,  to  which  I 

have   been  called  by  right  and  by  nature; 

they  have  confounded    the  prerogatives  of 

the    prince  with  his    fubje&s;   they    have 

mingled  in  one  common  mafs,  my  pofTeffions 

with    their  domains,   the  revenues  of  the 

ftate   with   their  own  houfes;    they    have 

driven  from  my  perfon  thofe  brave  men  who 

were  the  beft  fupport  of  my  government:    • 

but  the  period  of  their  iniquities  is  finiihed; 

the  reins  of  abfolute  fway  are  now  held  by 

adl^  duodecennis  habenas  imperii  capefllvic ;"  De  Rebus 
^  Hbibbovitlcist  lib.  i.  cap*  xii»  p.  .65* 

^k  my 
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ray  hands ;  and  m  j  fubje^  ihall  find^  tiiat  I 
vnQi  to  ftand  forwards  as  the  prote&or  o£ 
the  weak  and  innocent,  the  puniiher  of  thtf 
guilty  and  perfidious/'  His  voice  was  heard 
and  obeyed^';  and  his  firft  deciiive  man- 
date, by  which  he  levelled  to  the  root  thia 
ftubbom  plant  of  Tadion  and  difobedience, 
and  pleafed  the  minds  of  all  refleding  men» 
was  to  condemn  to  the  block  that  patron  of  ty« 
ranny  Chouifki,  whofe  name  and  power  had  fo 
lately  acknowledged  no  fuperior.  His  nume- 
rous partifans  were  either  Uended  in  the  (ame 
bloody  fate,  or  detained  in  the  ftrid  confine-* 
ment  of  a  prifon,  or  difperfed  into  banifhment. 

Thus  fell,  beneath  the  firft  efforts  of* 
z  boy,  a  confederacy  which  not  only  threar 
tened  to  overturn  the  throne,  but  to  wea* 
ken  the  firmeft  foundations  of  the  empire 
icielf*  The  frame  of  the  court  was  new 
modelled  with  the  fortune  of  Ivan ;  fulfomt 
adulation  and  reverential  awe  were  now 
fuceeeded  by  overbearing  iafoleace,  and  e»r 
treme  rigour  now  prefided  ifk  the  feat  of  iuh^ 
punity,  A  certain  Boutourltn  prefumed  to 
utter  the  language  of  diirefped,  but  his  bold* 

■*  See  Le  Clefc,  torn  u.  p.  284*  Such  ts  the  bnef  zaJL 
impcrfeft  account  prefeated  to  as  by  Lerefqne  amd  Le 
Clerc*  of  this  eitraordiiitnr  traafiiiaion  |  yet  it  feems  hlf  hljr 
probable  that  fome  fecret  combination  muft  have  exifted 
among  the  nobility  adverfe  to  the  power  of  Chouifki,  which 
tffgrsd  the  young  Ivan  of  an  tCtftuai  fapport  in  this  hasar« 
dous  and  daring  exertion  of  his  independent  anthority* 

nefs 
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f^dr,  WW  pumihed  with  the  lofs  of  his 
tongue*  Thia  ^€i  of  feverity  fqon  reftored 
Ihc  long  forgotten  words  of  duty  and  difgi-- 
plUifi  to  their  fovereign* 

3ut  Ivan,  compeUied  from  his  unhappy 
^t\iatioa,  to  rule  over  his  fubjei^  with 
the  iron  rod  of  terror,  foon  contraded 
that  inflexible  feverity  of  charafter,  which 
no  Gounfels  of  knowledge  or  experienqe 
could  ever  efecc.  Thus,  while  the  un- 
erring judgment  of  pofterity  exalted  him  tp 
the  rank  of  a  great  and  heroic  chara&er,  we 
ihudder  at  his  favage  and  inexorable  paiSoni, 
which  fo  ftrongly  diaraderife  the  detefted 
*  features  of  the  tyrant. 

'^His  animal  fpirits  tranfported  him  b^ 

yond  all  bounds  of  moderation,  while  his  aor 

g€r  degraded  him  to  the  levd  of  a  furi*- 

ous  beaft.     Raifed  from  the  abyfs  of  defpdr 

to  the  fummit  of  abfolute  fway,  he  rolled 

headlong  on  in  vice  and  folly,  until  ahnoft 

every  remnant  a£  virtue  was  eradicated  from 

his  mind.     The  remembrance  of  his  fevere 

eaptivity  enhanced   the  charm*  pf  freedom. 

But   in    acknowledging   her    giftis,    he  dif- 

played  the  fury  of  a  favage,  inftead  of  the 

temperate  gratitude  of  a  rational  being.     In 

the  blaze  of  his  ungovernable  pafiions,  fur^ 

'^  X^evefqife*   torn.  Hi.  p.   19,  20.     Le  Cierc,  torn*  li* 
p.  2^6,    2%T. 

N  rounded 
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rounded  by  companions  of  the  fame  tlioughtlefe 
age,  and  of  the  fame  wicked  propenfities,  he 
frequently  difturbed  the  tranquillity  of  Mof^ 
cow,  by  a  feries  of  cruelties  too  inhuman  to 
relate.  But  to  caft  a  friendly  veil  over  thefe 
frailties  of  his  youth,  we  muft  attribute  thefe 
licentious  deeds  to  the  degenerate  tamenef$  of 
his  boyars,  who,  had  they  fpoken  the  harflieft 
truth  with  the  firmnefs  of  men,  would 
have  correded  a  temper,  which,  though  na- 
turally violent,  was  ftill  capable  of  great  im- 
provement, and  a  heart  which,  though  devoted 
to  the  wildeft  excefles  of  rage,  was  ftill  fufcep- 
tiblc  of  the  bcft  impreflfons. 

To  what  height  of  violence  the  unbridled 
pailions  of  Ivan  would  have  condu&ed  him^ 
and  in  what  manner  they  would  have  ter- 
minated, we  (hall  not  prefume  to  conjeAure; 
for  we  lofe  fight  of  the  firft  of  hiftorical 
duties,  if  we  quit  the  purfuit  of  real  tranfac- 
tions  to  enter  the  intricate  path  of  fpecu- 
lation :  but  his  marriage,  which  was  folem- 
1547.  nized  with  his  coronation,  on  which  me- 
morable day  he  firil  aflumed  the  title  of  the 
Czar*',  produced  for  a  time  a  glorious  altera- 
tion 

"  It  may  not  be  impertinent  here  to  remark*  that  our  at- 
tention to  the  ear  and  eyt  of  the  reader  obliges  as,  however 
improper,  to  put  ck  for  te,  in  the  orthography  of  this  royal 
name.  In  conformity  to  this  choice,  we  ihall  invariably 
v^rite  the  titles  of  the  wife,  fon,  and  daughter  of  the  Czar» 

aa 
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tibn  in  his  conduct  and  ''manners  ;  and  at 
the  age  of  (ixteen  the  public  attention  was 
turned  with  fond  regard  towards  their  mo- 
narch, whofe  riper  years  prognofticated  a  con- 
ftellation  of  virtues.  But  to  the  mild  influence 
of  his  wife'^  whofe  amiable  and  fplendid 
chara  Aer  had  obtained  a  happy  dominion  over 
the  fatal  extravi^ancies  of  her  hufband,  muft 
be  attributed  the  merit  of  that  refdrmadon, 
which  irradiated  his  early  days  with  glory. 

More  wife  than  eloquent,  more  perife- 
vering  than  hazardous,  the  daughter  of  Roman 
Yuryvitz  had  the  ineflimable  talent  of  di- 
reding  the  volatile  fpirit  of  Ivan  to  objeds 
of  found  utility,  taught  him  the  juft  fenti- 
ments  of  contempt  for  his  profligate  aflfo- 
ciates,  and  an  unfeigned  veneration  for  the 
purfuits  and  leflbns  of  wifdom  and  prudence. 
Then  warriors  of  confpicuous  courage  and 
unfhaken  loyalty,  and  counfellors  of  incor- 
ruptible integrity  and  of  diftinguiflied  wif- 
4oM|  fupported  the  throne  of  the  illuftrious 
Ivaiii ;  while  the  oppofite  endowments  of  the 


in  the  following  manner,  c%arlna^  c%artfwt%j  cfSiOntmSf  al- 
though the  Ruffians  ftyle  them  t%arit%af  txarevkeh,  and  tna^ 
rgnmd.  In  all  words  of  Ruffian  origin,  I  have  indi£fercDtl/ 
copied  the  moft  ap^x>v«d  writers  on  Raffian  hiftoiy. 

'*  ••  Dis  qu'elle  ent  prijr  dc  i'afccndant  Air  &n  efpfit/' 
fays  Le  Clerc«  *^  elle  o&  ini  donner  des  confeils.  La  fenfi- 
Inlite,  r  humamt^,  la  iagefle  les  diafeenc'' 

N  2  geniuft 
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genitts  tp  cMomwAj  lud  the  v^tfdom  tQ  ohey^ 
fceo^ed  lod^4  >^  themiad  of  the  yovtbfol  6h 
tceragn.    The  equity  of  bU  judgquwts  puiw 
cimicid  him  One  gratitude  and  felicity  of  hit 
fu1>}e^3 }  hls^ff^hiyxty  curbed  the  infolelKA  o€ 
thflir  opprc^r^:  and  at  his.  commaiid  talenta 
a^d  virt»Mr  which  had  long  laiiH   in  dull 
cAiifcttrjftyi^/onCQ    more  reaied    their  headiar 
around  bl^  thrQQe»  in  aJi  the  htftre  of  ua« 
fultied:  beauty  V\  Not  flattery,  aor  the  difgracev* 
ful  aiJt  of  dffffififlg  the  Seetiiag  houM  of  a  de- 
bauched prvQ€«»  was  here  the  Aire  and  roady^ 
rqad  tp  pa^efermjeat }  the  authority  of  raok^ 
and  tlie  fway  of  fortune,  all  bowed  with  ho- 
mage beibre  the  genuine  offspring  of  merits 
while  bttffbea^  and  fycophants  were  banifheitl 
from  a.  courts  whofe  aifiduous  labour  left  aa 
inglorious  interval  for  the  admiffion  of  their 
tributes  of  fervile  panegyric  or  of  unmeaiiiiing 
merriment ". 
1547-      .  '*  Wheil  his  falutary  remedies  had  gradual** 
ly.  reftored  the  health  of  his  government^ 

■^  For  a  contraft  to  this  civilized  pi(Eture,  fee  the  furious 
inv  eftive  of  his  impjacable  enemy  Oderbornius  Joann.  Badl. 
vita,  lib.  i.  p.  253,  254. 

^"  Th0.W0i:d$'-of  Lerefque  are  Jivelfand  ezpreffive:  '*  Ce 
n*etait  plus  la  fiatterie,  ce  n'etait  plus  Part  d'amufer  un 
princ«  dSiSpe  qui  coodufaient  aux  honneurs  ;  les  dignit^s,  la 
fortune,  ^llaicnt  au  devant  du  rneritey  et  les  bouffons^  les 
flatreurs.  fursnt  chafTes  d'une  cour  ou  les  travaux  qu'exige  le 
booheur  du  peuple,  ne  laifTaieot  plus  le  temps  de  les  econter/^ 

'•  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  2^,  a6,  27. 

which 
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iKrhich  had  been  haftentng  to  the  moft  rapid 
decay,  by  the  misfortunes  of  civil  difcord 
and  oppreffion,  his  daring  fool  refolved  to 
oiHh  for  ever  the  ancient  tyrants  of  his  cown- 
try,  and  to  fecure  their  kingdom  to  himfelf 
and  his  pofterity;  and  the  temper  of  the 
times  aouriihed  his  hopes,  and  fairoured  his 
ambition.  Each  day  the  nobles  of  Kazan,  in- 
^amed  by  party  zeal,  arrived  at  the  pakce 
of  the  Czar,  to  provoke  and  precipitate  the 
ruin  bf  thdr  country,  which  was  already  de^ 
ctded.  in  the  mind  of  the  enterpridng  Ivan. 

But  to  proceed  with  accuracy  and  preci- 
£oQ  in  the  fate  of  Kazan,  we  muft  revert  to 
die  eoodu^  of  the  Tatars  in  the  adminiftra-- 
don  of  the  dudile  Helena.  During  the  lat- 
ter part  of  her  regency,  feveral  Tatar  princes, 
difcontented  with  the  government  of  Sapha 
Guerei,  had  reforted  to  the  Ruitian  court  to 
urge  the  dowofal  erf"  their  foveretgn.  And 
while  diefe  rebellious  fubjeds,  in  langus^ 
didated  by  hatred  and  defpair,  (limulated  the 
infatiate  deiires  of  Rullia  againft  their  diiP- 
trad^ed  country,  to  complete  their  foHy,  they 
implored  the  pardon  of  their  late  prince  Sheikh 
Ali.  This  mercenary  prince  had  been  recom- 
penfed  by  the  late  Vaffili  with  confiderable  ap- 
panages for  his  difappointment  of  a  throne,  from 
which  he  had  been  fo  defervedly  expelled  by 
liis  mean  vices  and  bloody  cruelties.     His 

N  3  envy, 
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envy,  however,  of  the  fuperior  fortune  of  his 
brother  En-Ali  outweighed  his  gratitude; 
and  his  unfuccefsful  labours  to  excite  a  fedi^ 
tion,  removed  him  to  a  prifon  in  Bielozenx 
The  more  temporizing  policy  of  the  regent 
reftored  him  to  his  liberty,  and  her  judge- 
ment fuggefted,  with  fome  degree  of  pro- 
bability, that  the  rights  which .  Sheikh-Ali 
had  already  pofiefled  to  the  Kazanite  kingi- 
dom,  and  which,  though  dormant,  were  not 
exting^ifhed,  would  alarm  the  fears  of  Sapha 
Guerei,  when  he  faw  them  upheld  by  the 
ftrong  arm  of  a  powerful  court. 

On  the  bafis  therefore  of  this  female  opi- 
nion. Sheikh  Ali  was  emancipated  from  his 
bondage,  and  conducted  to  Mofcow,  where 
he  received  an  audience  from  the  prince  and 
his  mother.     In  this  fingular  interview,  he 
proilrated  himfelf  before  them,    repeatedly 
ftruck  the  earth  with  his  forehead,  and  on 
his  knees  entreated  their  forgivenefs   of  his 
faults,  with  expreflions  far  more  appropriate 
to  the  charader  of  a  flave  than  of  a  fovereign, 
who,  while  he  nobly  avows  his  errors,  and 
his  intentions  of  reforming  them,  yet  fhould 
never  lofe  fight  of  the  exalted  dignity  of  his 
ftation.     In  fuch  condud  we  are  at  a  lofs  to 
difcover  the  haughty  demeanor  of  the  race 
of   Zingis  Khan,    and    that    ftem    ferocity 
which   ftruck  tprrpf  and  pbedience  into  the 
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hearts  of  the  long  fuhje£ted  Ruffians.  But 
in  the  continuance  of  ^  minority  expofed 
to  all  the  horrors  of  dotneftic  difcord,  the 
opportunities  are  few,  and  the  feafon  un- 
propitious  to  purfae  with  fuccefs  the  dedgns 
of  external  grandeur.  Thus,  no  real  fruits 
of  vidory  were  gathered  by  the  regent,  and 
no  jundion  of  the  mutinous  Tatars  was  pro* 
du^ye  of  decifive  advantage.  Each  might 
with  juftice  boaft  their  petty  fuccefTes,  and  a 
hollow  peace  at  lad  terminated  their  hoflili* 
ties  and  negociations. 

*"*  When  the  fceptre  alone  rcfided  in  the 
hands  of  the  happy  Ivan,  his  vaft  and  adive 
genius  foon  difcerned,  that  on  the  ruins  of  the 
Tatar  domination  could  only  be  eredted  the 
firm  foundation  of  the  edifice  of  Ruffian 
greatnefs.  But  to  trample  for  ever  under  his 
feet  a  nation,  whofe  gigantic  (Irength  had  fo 
long  contradied,  darkened,  and  almoft  blot- 
ted out  the  name  of  his  country  from  Euro- 
pean people,  this  Charles  the  feventh  of  Ruf- 
fia  Ihot  at  once  the  double  arrow  of  death  to 
the  fireedom  of  the  Tatars  and  his  proud 
Boyars,  by  his  bold  introdudion  of  a  (land- 
ing force,  for  the  independence  of  his  throne 

and  civilization  *'  of  bis  empire* 

A  body 

^  Levefque,  torn,  iii.  p,  28-.-J1.  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii. 
p.spo,  291. 

*■  It  is  the  decifive  opinion  of  ^hat  great  philofopher.  Dr. 
i^dao^  Siauthf  that  a  barbarous  country  can  only  jbe  fad* 

N4  d^I 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


i«4  HISTORY  OF  THE 

A  body  of  troops  regularly  trained  to  mi- 
litary fubordination,  and  who  were  inftrufted 
to  place  all  their  hopes  of  reward  in  royal 
favour    and    difcernment,    had    never   yet 
feconded  the  military  operations  of  the  moft 
daring  and  ambitious  defcendant  of  the  houfe 
of  Rurik.      Before    this  interefting  period, 
the  nobles  were  obliged  to  encounter  the 
dangers  and   hardQiips  of  the  field.      The 
moft  eminent  among  their  order,  under  the 
name  of  Voyevodes,  executed  the  functions  of 
general  officers,  or  elfe  received  the  appella- 
tion o{Golovy\  which  name  correfponded  with 
the  rank  and  authority  of  colonel.     The  reft 
performed   the    fervice   of  private  foldiers: 
the  moft  opulent  maintaining  thcmfelves  at 
their  own  expence ;  the  others  were  remu- 
nerated with  fiefs,  named  pomejiiiy  and  an 
inconfidcrable  pay  in  filver.     In  the  laft  ranks 
of  the   nobility  were  placed    the   Dvorianc 
Gorodjkic^  or   the  nobles  of  the  city  ;    and 
the  DiHi  Boiarjkie^  infant  Boyars,  fo  called 
becaufe  they  aded  in   the  field  under  the 
guidance  of  the,  Boyars,  as  fons    obey  the 
com man^m^  their  parents.      Their   power 
and  fituaiiori    were   inferior    to  the  loweft 


tfeiilt  and  tolerably  civilised  by  the  eftahltfliment  of  ft  «reU 
regulated  (landing  army.  See  his  profound  and  in{lru£lW« 
^orlf,  Wealth  of  Nations,  fifth  edition,  vol,  ii.  p.  a^i. 
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clafi  of  the  iiobiKty.     The  proprietors  of 
fiefs  were  followed  by  boors,  fcantily  equip- 
ped  with  arms  and   clothing,    and   utterly 
dellitute  even  of  the  appearance  of  difcipHne. 
Each  noble,  according  to  the  heterogeneous 
laws  of  this  feudal  fyftem,  was  compelled  to 
bring  with  him  a'  number  of  men,  divided 
into  foot   and  horfe,  in   proportion   to  the 
value   of  their   landed   poffeffions.      **Thc 
labourers,  the  inhabitants  of   the  city,  and 
above  all,  the  merchants,  were  never  fum- 
moned  to  action  but  in  times  of  emergency 
and  danger.     But  when  perils  great,  as  im-. 
mediate,  menaced  the  fafety  of   the  ftate, 
then  ifltied  from   the  facrcd   ftores  of  the 
church**  a  copious    fupply    of   men  and 
horfes. 

TTic  levying  of  the  troops  which  each  city 
was  to  furnifh,  conftitutcd  a  part  of  the  duty, 
of  the  voyevode  or  governor.  They  were 
compofed  chiefly  of  people  from  the  refufe 
and  dregs  of  mankind,  whofe  wild  natures^ 
impatient  of  the  rigour  of  control,  foon  re- 
llnquiihed  the  flandard   under  which  they 

**  An  hiftorian,  however,  whofe  authenticity  is  refpcdable, 
afibres  us,  ^*  Agricolam  five  colonum  nullum,  nullum  et  jam 
aoercatorem  in  militi^m  kgic.^'  See  Mofcoviz  Comment* 
cap.  xxvi.  p.  i29t 

*'  See  Eftat  de  r£mpire  de  Ruffic,  et  Grande  Dnch^  rfe  * 
Mofcovic,  pTCf  k  Capiti^ine  Margaret,  a  Paris  16071  p«  a6. 
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had  cnlifted.  An  army  therefore  which 
difplayed  fo  loofe  a  fpirit  of  aflfociation,  fuch 
an  utter  dereli£l:ion  of  obedience  and  arrange* 
ment,  could  never  exped  to  exert  itfelf  with  -vi  - 
gour  and  fuccefs^but  againfl  an  adverfary  who 
laboured  under  the  fame  manifeft  difadvantages. 
To  redify  thefe  defeds  fo  inimical  to 
the  hopes  of  conqueft  and  renown,  the  en- 
larged views  of  Ivan  formed,  in  the  year 
fifteen  hundred  and  forty-five,  the  cele- 
brated, militia  of  Strelitzes^  which  corps  may 
be  called  the  firft  bold  and  mafterly  eftablilh- 
ment  of  a  {landing  army  in  the  empire  of 
Rufiia*  The  bow  had  hitheno  been  ufed  by 
his  Tubjeds  as  the  mod  efficacious  inftru^ 
inent  in  battle :  but  he  armed  them  with  the 
more  ferviceable  fufil,  pradifed  them  ii) 
military  evolutions  with  unremitted  atten- 
tion, and  taught  them  to  depend  more  iq 
their  difcipline  than  in  their  numbers  and 
pourage.  A  portion  of  this  new  appointed 
force  was  devoted  to  guard  the  perfon  of  their 
monarch ;  the  reft  ferved  in  the  armies. 
Jnftead  therefore  of  thofe  apciept  bands  af-» 
fembled  in  fuch  hafte  and  confufion,  ignorant 
even  of  the  Budiments  pf  war,  and  refilefs 
under  the  fevere  yoke  of  difcipline,  Ruffi^ 
beheld,  for  the  firil  time,  foldiers  alike  accui^ 
tomed  to  every  inclemency  of  weather,  to 
the  vigorous  and  flcady  operations  of  re- 
gular 
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gular  fervice,  and   ready  for  adion  at  th« 
%hteft  warning  of  their  monarch* 

A  fhort  time  after  thefe  capital  occurrences, 
the  fa&ions  which  weakened  the  kingdom  of 
Kazan,  influenced  more  by  their  paflions 
than  reafon,  united  themfelves  againft  their 
khan  Sapha  Guerdi.  His  expulfion  was  the 
confequence  of  their  capricious  and  momen* 
tary  combination.  In  the  court  of  hif  father^ 
in-law,  chief  of  the  horde  of  Nogais,  he  found 
a  fecure  afylum  from  the  purfuits  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  but  the  fweets  of  retirement  were  dif- 
tafteful  to  his  (lirring  mind ;  his  daring  foul 
longed  for  the  more  dangerous  cares  of  em- 
pire. But  fortune  for  a  time  frowned  on 
his  hope.  By  the  forces  of  his  father*in-law 
the  fiegeof  Kazan  was  formed.  But,aftermany 
powerful  attempts,  he  was  unwillingly  forced 
to  fink  once  more  into  the  obfcurlty  of  a  pri- 
Tate  ftation. 

The  untraAable  Kazanites  no  longer  pof- 
iefled  of  a  fovereign,  reclaimed  the  protedion 
of  the  Czar,  and  requefted  his  appointment 
of  Sheikh  Ali  to  their  vacant  throne.  But 
under  the  foft  covering  of  returning  allegiance 
they  concealed  the  mod  horrible  crimes  of 
murder  and  revenge  **  j  apprized  of  the  ap- 
proach 

J*  M  Etaknt*ils  it  boi^e  foi,  ou  voulaient-ils  {ealement  fe 
£ure  livrcr  un  prince  qui  leur  ecait  odieux  ec  par  fes  anT 
fkMf^  cnimtt^^  ct  parc#  <|ue  h  RuflW  s'en  feryait  contre 

eux 
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proach  of  this  mockery  6f  royalty;  aad,  dad 
-  in  complete  armour  under  their  loofc  and 
flowing  habits,  they  met  him  on  the  road,  and 
accompanied  him  with  every  mark  of  refpeft 
and  honour,  even  to  his  entry  in  the  city, 
where  they  dropped  the  mafic  of  their  difift- 
roulation ;  Sheikh  AH  was  rudely  feparated 
from  his  hundred  Murfas,  who  were  left 
in  the  ftrength  of  a  prifon  to  lament  thdt 
own  and  mailer's  misfortune.  While  two 
or  three  thoufand  of  his  Tatars,  colle^ed  in 
his  domains  of  Kaflimof  to  follow  his  fad 
fate,  wew  butchered  in  the  country. 

Two  Voyevodes  alone  returned  from  this 
eavalcade  to  relate  to  the  Czar  the  difgrace  of 
Sheikh  Ali  and  infolent  triumph  of  the  Tfifc* 
tars.  **Six  whole  months  were  paflled,  by 
this  (hadow  of  civil  power,  In  all  the  tortures 
erf"  fear  and  mortification  ;  for  his  abject  na-* 
ture  efteemed  the  chains  of  fervitude  far 
more  preferable  than  the  fpeedy  releafe  of 
death.  But  the  twofold  (hame  of  ftooping 
to  arts  of  deceit,  and  reaping  no  benefit  from 


cox  commc  d'un  epourantail  ?  C'cft  ce  qu'il  fcrvatt  difficile 
ilc  decider."  The  vords  of  Lcvefque^  torn,  iil-  page  ji.  Wc 
cannot  here  applaud  the  fagacity  of  our  DuAorliiftoricus,  as 
in  our  mind  ^thcir  conduft  fo  eafily  unties  the  knot  of '"this 
queftion. 

*5  Leycfque,   torn,  iii.    p.  3^,  33,     ^c  Clero    toUa.  "li, 
p.  29?. 
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ttt  priacipl«a,  nwsited  the  defpicable  Sheikh 
All  Through  all  hU  feftWals  and  coftly 
ppeieats^  through  9M  his  ofteutatious  (hew  of 
kin^peis,  the  penetrating  iufpicioiis  of  the 
Tatars  effued  the  treachery  of  a  deadly  hate. 
They  knew  that  his  fears  alone  infpired  hb 
piodigal  geoeroiity  and  undiftinguiihing  be^ 
qevcdcoce,  and  meafured  bia  treatment  accords 
ing  to  hit  deferts.  Various  were  the  ftrai^ 
tagotea  to  provoke  his  cowardly  difpofitioa 
to  tome  a^  o£  violence  which  might  au-* 
thoiize  in  fome  degree  the  infiidion  of  their 
dcsp  cefeotment.  But  his  unconquerable  love 
c^tifediiappointed  their  moft  fimguine  expeo* 
tations. 

I&q[>deia  of  eradicating  their  deep  rooted 
averitoo^  his  wiihesr  now  only  tended  to  reach 
the  goal  of  liberty*  To  accomplifh  his  plan 
of  dchverance^  imder  the  fair  femblance  of 
fiberalky^  he  invited  the  princes,  the  murfai, 
«r  chiefs,  and  principal  merchants,  to  a  moft 
fumptuous  entertainment,  while  tables,  pro^ 
fufely  loaded  with  ftrong  liquors,  were  fpread 
Sot  the  people  in  the  courts  of  his  palace  and 
market  places.  The  chiefs  of  the  nation  re- 
tired ta  tbeir  houfes  overpowered  by  excef- 
five  drinking;  and  the  ftreets  were  likewife 
ftrewed  with  people,  deprived  of  their  reafon/ 
from  their  immoderate  indulgence  in  the 
pleafures  of  drunkennel^.     In  this  univerfal 

fcene 
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(bene  of  intoxication**  tke  pallce  and  the 
gates  of  the  city  were  alike  deferted  by  their 
refpedive  guardsu  During  the  night  the  ti« 
morons  monarch  efciped  from  his  domeftic 
tyrants,  with  a  few  murfas,  perhaps  chiefly 
compofed  of  thofe  who  had  participated  his 
happier  fortunes  at  Kaffimof ;  and,  incredible 
as  it  may  feem,  three  days  elapfed  before  the 
Kazanites  difcovered  the  lofs  of  their  intended 
vi&im.  A  Tatar  of  the  name  of  Tchoura, 
the  abettor  of  his  flight,  was  beat  to  deadi 
in  the  firft  Tally  of  their  rage  and  aftodifli^ 
ment ;  and  now  prudence  adviied,  the  KMfts^ 
nites  Uftened,  and  Sapha  Guerei  was  again  re^ 
called. 

*^  The  alacrity  of  the  Czar  fcized  the  eariieft 
itioment  of  terrible  retaliation.  When  the 
fnows  had  difappeared  from  oflf  the  fields, 
he  difpatched  a  vaft  number  of  troops 
armed  with  pikes,  and  fome  companies  of 
Strelitzes,  to  the  kingdom  of  Kazan,  whofe 
actions  refembled  the  defultory  attacks  of  a 
banditti,  more  than  the  /yftematic  opera-* 
tions  of  a  regular  army.     The  vaft  plains 

**  The  intoxication  of  the  ancient  Scjthians  was  prQyer* 
bial.  The  Spartans  fay,  that  the  Cleom^nes  by  commomi* 
eating  wich  theni»  firft  became  drunl:  and  afterwards  nuid» 
£itt>0if9i»  iiy  QfAiXnaufU  pvy  axpnWoTUP,  xat  tx  rtrnt  fiAmMW.  SeO 
the  fixth  book  of  Herodotus.  In  this  refped  perhaps  the 
reader  Tcay  think  the  Tatarl  didjiot  difgrace  their  anceftors. 

*7  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  34 — 39 — ^43 — 45.  Lc  Clerc* 
torn.  ii.  p.  «93— 297 — 299- 
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inhabited  by  the  Tcheremifles  prefented  the 
odiou8  fpedacle  of  uniform  devaftation.  Id 
one  of  his  grand  hunting  matches,  Sapha 
Guer^i  himfelf  had  nearly  been  captured, 
while  three  thoufand  of  his  men  were  cut 
in  pieces,  his  tents,  provifions,  and  baggage 
became  the  fpoil  of  the  foes,  and  he  himfelf; 
aiEfted  by  ten  followers,  found,  with  great 
difficulty,  a  fhelter  under  the  walls  of  Kazan. 
At  the  potent  call  of  revenge  and  fafety^ 
twenty  thoufand  men  foon  furrounded  his 
ftaodard.  The  Ruffians,  informed  of  their 
preparations,  lay  concealed  with  great  fecrecy 
and  precaution.  Three  days  of  uncommon 
fatigue  were  fpent  by  the  Kazanites  in  fearch 
of  the  enemy.  At  laft,  overpowered  by  heat 
and  exhaufted  by  labour,  in  all  the  con-* 
fidence  of  a  deceitful  fecurity,  they  turned 
their  horfes  into  the  paftures,  and  refigned 
tbemfelves  to  a  fatal  fleep,  near  to  the  fpot 
which  the  enemy  had  chofen  for  ambufh. 
The  adive  vigilance  of  the  Ru^ians  improv-^ 
ed  this  moment  of  unguarded  fupinenefs* 
Iffiiing  from  their  ambufcade,  they  rufhed  on 
the  enemy  with  horrific  outcries,  whofe 
fituation  and  fuqprize  enfured  coQiplete  fuc^ 
cefs.  The  fword  of  daughter  was  not 
iheathed  until  feventeen  thoufand  men  were 
flain,  and  two  thoufand  taken  prifoners^ 
The  forefls  (heltered  the  remainden 

While 
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While  the  ftrepgth  of  the  RuHjans  feemed 
to  have  fubdued  the  Kazanitea  on  every  ftd^t 
they  again  revived  with  an  increafe  of  fiury 
and  of  numbers,  and,  in  their  turn,  came 
1550.  upon  their  fierce  invaders.  But  in  the  midft 
of  thefe  bloody  conflids  Sapha  Guerei  ter* 
initiated  his  career  of  ambition  by  a  fall  from 
l^is  horfe.  To  Sumbec,  thp  youngeft  and  beft 
beloved  of  his  wives,  he  committed  his  doubts 
fill  fceptre  until  her  infant  fon  fhould  attain 
the  age  of  manhood. 

The  impatient  Ivan  flew  to  arms  under  the 
vain  expectation  that  his  youth  would  be 
iignalized  by  an  eafy  victory  over  an  enemy 
whofe  fex  rendered  her,  in  his  eyes,  an  ob« 
}eSt  of  weakneis  and  contempt.  But  all 
his  perfeverance  could  not  furmount  the  in- 
tenfe  feverity  of  the  weather.  Over  the  hard 
furface  of  meafurelefs  fnows,  this  army  arrived 
at  Kazan,  confiderably  diminifhed  by  cold  and 
toil.  Its  military  appearance,  however,  might 
ftill  be  deemed'formidable.  For  three  whole 
months  they  Attacked  the  city ;  but  after  all 
their  laborious  exertions, the  befieged  ftill  main* 
tained  and  improved  their  advantages.  The 
artillery  employed  at  this  fiege  was  more  pro- 
dudiive  of  found  than  effeft  ;  the  ignorance 
of  the  age  having  framed  and  conftruded 
their  artillery  of  too  enormous  a  fize  to  pro- 
duce 
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duce  a  decifive  advantage.  The  fanguine 
temper  of  the  Czar  was  at  laft  compelled  to 
acknowledge,  that  the  fiege  could  only  be 
carried  on  with  a  doubtful  fuccefs,  until  the 
thaw  permitted  the  eredion  of  batteries. 
To  his  great  mortification  he  was  therefore 
obliged   to   raife  the    fiege. 

But  adverfity,  while  it  plucked  the  thorn  of 
vanity  from  the  bread  of  the  youthful  Ivan, 
ftruck  in  its  place  the  root  of  experience.  This 
expedition,  fo  fterile  in  the  produce  of  glory, 
proved,  in  the  end,  highly  ferviceable  to  him- 
felf  and  his  country.  Returning  to  Mofcow 
he  perceived,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sviaga, 
a  fteep  mountain  which  feemed  fortified  by 
nature.  On  this  favorable  fpot,  the  diftance 
being  only  five  leagues  from  Kazan,  the  po- 
licy of  the  Ruffian  monarch  refolved  to  build 
a  fmall  city,  which  would  enable  him  fpeedily 
to  atchieve  a  complete  and  permanent  con- 
queft.  Had  his  anceftors  known  the  advan- 
tage derived  from  a  frontier  fortrefs,  the  reign 
of  their  foreign  mailers  would  have  fooner 
perhaps  been  abridged  and  aboiiHied. 

Arrived  at  Mofcow,  his  moft  ferious 
thoughts  were  bent  on  his  new  defign,  the 
execution  of  which  he  entrufted  to  the  zeal 
of  Sheikh  Ali.  The  commands  of  a  prince 
who  puniQies  with  rigour  the  flighted  delay, 
are  fure  to  be  executed  with  fingular  difpatch. 

O  The 
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The  work  therefore  went  on  with  unwearied 
ardour ;  whole  groves  of  trees  were  quickly 
cut  down,  fliaped,  and  fquared  by  their  ac- 
i^ji.     tive  labour.     Thefe  works  being  finifhed  by 
tht  diredion  of  Sheikh  Ali,   whofe  fuper- 
intendance  of  the  bufinefs  had  fo  much  con- 
tributed to  animate  their  diligence,  barks  of  un- 
common ftrength  and  capacioufnefs  were  pro- 
vided for  thefe  huge  pieces  of  timber  which 
were  to  be  faftiioned  into  theform  of  a  citadel ; 
while  at  the  fame  time, Sheikh  Ali  accompanied 
them  down  the  Volga,  at  the  head  of  a  confidc- 
rable  army,  to  protect  the  toils  of  the  artificers. 
Under    the   friendly    cover  of    a  thick 
fog,  the  Tatar  deputy  reached  the  foot  of 
the    mountain    and    foon    put    himfelf  in 
fuch  a  pofture  of  defence  as^  mocked    the 
efforts   of    the  enemy.      While   fuch   were 
the  dexterity  of  the  workmen,  fuch   their 
incredible  difpatch,  that  in  the  fiiort  fpace  of 
a  month,  they  united  thefe  prepared  parts  of 
the  floating  city.     Sviajfk  was  the  name  of 
this   important   place,    fo    called    from  the 
ftreams  of  that  river  watering  the  bafe  of  the 
mountain ;  and  from  the  ftrength  and  con* 
venience  of  the  fituation,  the  population  foon 
increafed.     A  monaftery,  a  principal  church 
and  fix  of  an  inferior  caft,  decorated  the  rifing 
beauty  of  Sviajfk,  and  many  buildings  were 
raifed  at  the  private  expence  of  noblemeui 

mer- 
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ttierchants,  and  perfons  of  every  rank.  While 
fcarce  three  days  had  clapfed  from  the  time 
of  the  conftrudion  of  the  citadel,  when  the 
chiefs  of  the  Tcheremiffian  mountaineers 
brought  down  their  tributes  the  tokens  of 
their  fubmiffion  to  the  authority  of  Ivan. 
The  RuffiaBs  made  an  eftimate  of  the  new 
fubjedls  of  their  Czar,  and  their  calculation 
amounted  to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand 
fighting  men. 

The  rapid  completion  of  this  contiguous 
city  was  beheld  with  terror  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Kazan,  whofe  juft  apprehenfions  were 
increafed  by  a  ftream  of  timid  peafants  which 
incefiantly  flowed  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, to  feek  an  afylum  under  the  ftrength  of 
the  capital.  But  the  firmnefs  of  the  regent 
ftood  immoveable  in  this  hour  of  trial.  Af- 
fifted  by  the  zeal  and  counfels  of  her  lover 
Oulou-Kochak,  a  fon  of  the  Crimean  Khan, 
the  martial  ardour  of  Sumbec  ftrengthened 
her  fortifications,  ifl^ued  orders  for  the  levy'- 
ing  of  an  army ;  and  deriving  lefs  comfort 
from  her  real  fituation  than  from  the  refources 
of  her  mind,  had  already  removed,  by  the 
power  of  her  own  opinion,  the  Ruffians  not 
only  from  Sviajfk,  but  alfo  from  the  whol^ 
of  the  kingdom  of  Kazan. 

But  the  Tatars,  though  ftrong  in  numbers, 
were  difmayed  by  their  abjeft  fears;  and  in 
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proportion  to  the  abatement  of  their  courage, 
they  difcourfed  in  terms  of  infolence  to  the 
regent;  Oulou-Kochak,  whofe  noble  fpirit 
fought  to  animate  the  Kazanites  to  toil  and 
to  danger,  was  now  menaced  by  the  mod 
ferious  cffedi  of  popular  hatred  ;  defpairing 
therefore  of  overcoming  fo  powerful  an  ob- 
ftacle,  and  fenfible  that  his  ftay  would  only 
promote  fome  infurredion  which  would  ter- 
minate in  his  death,  he  abruptly  left  the  un- 
grateful city,  attended  by  his  own  people. 
His  retreat  ferved  not  to  moderate  their  re- 
fentment.  Their  treachery  revealed  hit  route 
to  Sheikh  Ali,  who  purfued  him  with  an 
adive  force,  and  overtook  him  between  the 
Don  and  Volga.  The  engagement  was  for 
ibme  time  maintained  with  great  valour  and 
alternate  fuccefs.  The  Ruffian  numbers  at 
laft  prevailed  ;  and  the  fall  of  five  thoufand 
Tatars,  the  capture  of  their  leader,  his  family, 
and  three  hundred  chieftains  of  his  nation, 
proclaimed  the  decifive  vidory  of  the  deputy 
of  Ivan.  They  were  fent  to  Mofcow  in 
chains  as  trophies  of  his  diligent  fuccefs. 
The  prince  commanded  their  converfion  to 
chriftianity,  and  on  their  refufal,  his  unfor- 
giving fpirit  condemned  them  to  the  death  of 
common  malefadiors.  All  were  martyrs  to 
this  arbitrary  decree,  except  the  wife  and 
children  of  the  prince,  whofe  prompt  obe- 
dience infured  their  fafety  and  reward. 

When 
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When  her  favourite  and  great  fupport,  was 
gone,  the  degenerate  Tatars,  impelled  by  their 
cowardice,   hourly    importuned    their   royal 
miftrefs  to  fhare  her  heart  and  government 
with  the  now  formidable  Sheikh  Ali.     Her 
reiiftance  for  a  long  time  was  maintained  by 
the  hope  that  fome  gleams  of  good  fortune 
would  break  above  this  dark  horizon,  but  fhe 
was  admonifhed  by  ftate  neceflity,  that  pri- 
yate  feelings  muft  fometimes  yield  to  public 
welfare,   or   in  this  cafe    to   public    fhame. 
Her  feeming  acquiefcence  to  their  unmanly 
applications  produced  a  peace,  and  the  day  was 
dow  looked  for  with  impatience  that  (hould 
unite  the  fates  of  the  cautious  Sheikh  Ali,  and 
the  daring  Sumbec, 

But  the  heart  of  this  princefs  was  enflaved 

by  the   fubtle  daemon  of  malignity.     As  a 

trivial  mark  of  refpefl  to  her  future  hufband, 

fht  fent  to  him  feveral  forts  of  refrefhments. 

But  the  wary  Tatar,  whofe  mind  was  not  fo 

engrofled  by  love  as  to  be  inattentive  to  the 

maxims  of  prudence,  firfl:  imparted  a  portion 

of  her  gifts  to  a  dog  ;  the  death  of  the  animal 

attefted   the  guilt   of  the  regent    of  Kazan. 

And  we  alio  learn  from  the  evidence  of  the 

Kazanites,  that  among  other  gifts  was  a  ihirt 

worked    by    her    hand    of   mifchief,    which, 

placed  on  the  back  of  a  crimiuil   by  the  fuf- 

piciQUS   prince,  finiflied  his  life  in  the  moil 

O  3  hideous 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


18«  HISTORY  OF  THE 

hideous  convulfions.  But  whatever  truth 
there  might  be  for  this  diabolical  ftory,  the 
deputies  difavowed  it  in  the  name  of  the 
chiefs  and  people,  and  declared  the  revenge- 
ful Sumbec  unworthy  of  her  nation  and 
throne.  On  the  ftrength  of  ihefe  fentiments 
thirty  thoufand  men  marched  into  the  city  of 
Kazan,  and  furrounded  the  palace.  By  the 
orders  of  Sheikh  Ali,  the  regent  and  her  fon 
were  fent  prifoners  to  the  capital  of  Ruflia^ 
We  are  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  the  mother, 
but  the  young  prince  foon  after  the  irretriev- 
able lofs  of  his  kingdom,  received  the  facra* 
ment  of  baptifm  under  the  name  of  Alex- 
ander. 

Accompanied  to  Kazan  by  a  Voyevode, 
twenty-two  thoufand  of  his  Tatars,  and  five 
thoufand  of  StrelitzeSjthe  contemptible  Sheikh 
Ali  again  (hewed  himfelf  the  determined  foe 
to  juftice  and  humanity.  Raifed  above  fear 
by  the  affiduous  fidelity  of  the  Strelitzes,  who 
guarded  his  palace  both  night  and  day,  and 
fecured  from  the  retreat  of  his  vidlims,  by 
chofen  fentinels  pofted  at  the  different  gates 
of  the  city,  and  the  keys  of  the  town  be- 
ing depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  Voyevode, 
thisflave  ofRuffia  doomed  to  an  untimely  grave 
all  thofe  who  were  loved,  trufted,  or  refpeficd 
by  their  countrymen ;  each  day  was  marked 
by  the  fame  horrid  repetition  of  murder ;  but 
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his  crimes  at  laft  engendered  a  confpiracy 
which  finally  hurled  him  from  his  blood- 
fiained  throne. 

Excited  by  ambition,  courage,  and  ca- 
pacity, Tchapkoun,  a  Tatar  prince  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  Ivan,  repaired  to  Kazan,  w^ith  the 
confent  of  his  mailer,  under  the  pretence 
of  receiving  a  valuable  bequeft;  but  his 
real  defigns  only  tended  to  blow  thofc  fparks 
of  difcontent  which  exifted  at  Kazan,  into  an 
open  rebellion ;  and  the  boldnefs  of  his  at- 
tempt derived  frefli  vigour  from  the  encou- 
ragement of  fortune.  By  the  artifices  of  this 
perfidious  fubje<3.  Sheikh  Ali  was  commanded 
to  appear  at  the  court  of  Ivan,  with  his 
army  and  Voyevode,  to  clear  himfelf  from 
the  imputation  of  treafon;  and  three thoufand 
men,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Voyevodes, 
deputed  to  the '  vacant  adminiftration  of 
Kazan,  were  admitted  into  the  city  and  then  fa- 
crified  to  his  rebellious  rage. 

Yet  thefe  fucceffes  were  foon  covered  by 
clouds  of  difappointment.  The  cunning  of 
Sheikh  Ali,  having  fifted  the  plot  which 
occafioned  the  ftern  mandate  of  his  return, 
punilhed  five  hundred  of  its  fupporters, 
by  alluring  them  to  Sviajfk  under  pretext 
of  a  friendly  farewell,  and  on  their  ap- 
proach, commanded  his  troops  to  maf- 
iacre  all  of  them  but  ninety  or  a  hundred, 
who  were  fent    to  Mofcow  for  his  juftifica- 

O  4  tion. 
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tion.  This  a6t  of  perfidy  not  only  afterwards 
fealed  his  free  pardon  with  Ivan,  but  procured 
him  an  honourable  retreat  to  Kaffimof ;  while 
the  hopes  of  Tchapkoun,  to  reach  the  pinnacle 
of  greatnefs  for  which  he  had  thrown  away  the 
love  of  his  prince  beyond  redemption,  were  for 
ever  cxtinguilhed  by  the  precarious  favour  of 
the  Kazanites,  who  feated  in  their  vacant  throne 
Idigur  fon  to  Kazim,  whofe  fway  extended 
over  the  celebrated  kingdom  of  Aftrakan. 

*'  The  formidable  revolt  of  Kazan  now 
claimed  the  undivided  attention  of  Ivan,  To 
the  wifdora  of  his  beloved  emprefs  he  de- 
volved his  whole  authority ;  and  with  a  mind 
irrecoverably  bent  on  the  deftrudion  of  the 
city,  and  with  a  judgment  matured  by  obfer- 
vation,  he  took  the  field  on  the  feventeenth 
I5S2.  of  June,  while  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the 
ftrength,  the  ardour,  and  the  difcipline  of 
the  troops  inflamed  to  the  higheft  pitch 
by  the  prefence  of  their  gallant  young  mo- 
narch, all  confpired  in  anticipating  complete 
fuccefs.  The  zeal  and  dexterity  of  the 
Krimean  Khan  anxioufly  wiftied  to  make  a 
diverfion  in  favour  of  the  new  eledted 
prince  of  Kazan ;  but  his  courage  did  not 
aflimilate  with  his  inclinations,  although  it 
enticed  him  as  far  as  Toula.     But  when  the 

'^   Levefque,  tom.   iii.     p.  46—52.     Le  Clcrc,  torn,  iu 
p.  300—3O4- 
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news  reached  his  ears  that  the  Ruffians  were 
advancing  to  meet  him,   he  declined  the  un- 
equal conteft,  and   his  retreat  was  followed 
with  confiderable  lofs  from  the  adivity  of  his 
purfuers.     The  army  refumed   their  march 
towards  Kazan.     In  their  progrefs  the  lives 
of  many  had  been  endangered   by  a  fcarcity 
of  bread  ;  but  on  their  arrival  at  Sviaj{k,  the 
Czar  muft  have  felt  and  might  have  praifed 
the   falutary    effeds    of  his   improvements; 
fince    by    the    wifdom    of    his^    plans,    an 
inhofpitable   mountain   was   now  converted 
into  an  obedient  city,    whofe  convenience  of 
quarters  and  abundance  of  provifions  amply 
relieved  the  weary  and  half-ftarved  Ruffians  ; 
while  their  cannon  was  diligently  tranfported 
down   the  Volga.     The  ufe  and  efficacy  of 
thefe  deftrudtive  engines   now  feem  to  have 
been  better  underftood  by  the  Ruffians. 

The  city  of  Kazan,  whofe  lofty  top  over- 
hangs the  river  Kazanka,  is  furrounded  by  an 
immenfe  meadow ;  along  which  the  troops 
of  the  Czar  were  fpread.  Her  walls  were 
defended  by  thirty  thoufand  of  the  braveft 
troops  of  the  khan.  The  Ruffians,  in 
making  their  approaches,  were  greatly  an- 
noyed by  the  brifk  fire  from  the  ram- 
parts, and  by  the  continued  attacks  of  the 
enemy  from  their  camp ;  but  every  impedi- 
ment to  the  conftrudion  of  their  entrench- 
c  ments 
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ments  wa8  finally  remedied  by  their  labo- 
rious  perfeverance.      The  (kilful    policy  of 
Jediguer  had  lodged  in*  a  wood  one  half  of 
the  Tcheremifles  and  Nogais,  whofe  hatred 
of  the  Ruffians   had  brought  them  to  the 
memorable  fiege  of  Kazan.     It  was  previouf- 
ly  commanded,  that,  when  their  watchful  eyes 
ihould  behold  the  great  banner  on  the  loftieft 
tower  of  their  city,  on  the  fight  of  this  fignal 
they  ftiould  inftantly  fally  from  their  retreat, 
and  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  befiegers,  while  the 
Kazanites  attacked  the  front  of  their  powerful 
foe.    Thefe  inftrudions  were  conceived  with 
energy,  and  executed  with  precifion.     In  the 
audacious  fury  of  this  double  attack,  a  difgrace^ 
ful  wound  was  inflided  on  the  Ruffian  army, 
who  were  driven  from  their  entrenchments, 
and  abandoned  their  artillery  ;  and  the  fame 
of  Ivan  muft  have  been  inevitably  tarni(hed 
by  a  fhameful  defeat,  had  nor  -  the    nobility 
of  Mouzom,  confpicuous  for  their  valour, 
rallied  their   broken   troops,  and    led   them 
back  with  redoubled  vigour  to  the  face  of  the 
Kazanites.     The  battle  was  again   renewed 
with   a  defperate   refolution    on  both   fides* 
The  Kazanites,  elated  by  the  firft  Baihes  of 
fuccefs,  flood  for  a  time   invincible ;   but  the 
Ruffians  burning  to  wipe  away  their   fhame, 
and  animated  by  the  exhortations   of  their 
C?ar,  who  Alfred  thq  dangers  of  the  xneancft 
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foldier  in  this  perilous  enterprize,  triumphed 
over  every  oppofition.  The  flying  muhi- 
tudes,  in  their  retreat  to  the  city,  were 
either  fulFocated  in  the  gateways,  or  experi- 
enced the  dire  efFeds  of  Ruffian  fury.  But 
thefe  fplendid  advantages  did  not  cool  the 
exertions  of  the  befieged:  for  three  whole 
weeks,  by  well -concerted  and  bold  forties, 
they  difFufed  confufion  and  flaughter  among 
the  ranks  of  the  Ruffians.  The  genius  of 
Ivan  at  laft  checked  thei'e  bold  attempts,  and 
likewife  confined  the  Nogais  to  the  thickets, 
by,  the  improved  ftate  of  his  difpofitions, 

Proteded  from  the  aflaults  of  thefe  enc* 
mies,  the  Ruffian  army  was  now  compelled 
to  encounter  the  flow  yet  more  certain  at-? 
tacks   of  famine.      The    fubfiftence    of   an 
immenfe    army    mud    be   regarded    in   all 
ages  as  one  of  thofe  charges  which  engage 
the  peculiar  attention  of  a   fage  comman- 
der *^     Yet  their  public  diftrefs  did  not  ori- 
ginate from  the  fcantinefs  of  a  firfl:  fupply, 
but  from  the  imprudence  of  a  general  wafte. 
To  obviate  this  deplorable  evil,  the  precau- 
tion of  the  Czar  had  difpatched  feveral  parties 
to  fcDur  the  country  in  fearch  of  forage,  and 
we  can  conceive,  though  not  defcribe,  the 
joy  which  the  Rufllan  array  muft  have  felt, 

**  'A>iv  7«p  ro'jTuVi  fays  the  experience  of  Clearchus,  or 
rather  Xcnophon  in  the  Anabafls,  outi  t^vryv  omi  2^tirT» 
•(^lAoj  ^en.     Ex  cdit.T.  Hutchinfon,  p.  4^. 

when 
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when  their  minds  were  alone  filled  with  the 
gloomy  apprehenfions  of  perilhing  by  famine, 
to  fee  tbeir  comrades  return  with  fuch  pro- 
digious fupplies,  that  an  ox  was  exchanged  in 
the  camp  for  the  low  value  of  a  few  ko- 
pecs ^% 

In  this  important  fiege  the  intrepid  genius 
of  the  Czar  emulated  the  talents  of  his  heft 
commander^  and  fliewed  himfelf  worthy  of 
his  future  greatnefs.  To  the  hotteft  part  of 
the  adlion  he  was  always  conduded,  by  his 
eagernefs  of  fame  and  impetuofity  of  tem- 
per ;  while,  in  the  more  ufeful  though  lefs 
confpicuous  virtues  of  promptitude,  diligence, 
and  labour,  the  condudt  of  Ivan  (hone  unri- 
valled. His  hours  were  often  pafled  in  re- 
connoitring the  different  parts  of  the  hoftile 
city>  in  examining  the  efFeds  of  the  artillery 
and  machines,  in  direfting  the  works,  and 
in  urging  the  progrefs  of  the  ramparts,  which 
were  to  be  raifed  to  the  height  of  the  walls, 
to  place  the  befiegers  on  a  level  with  the 
platform  of  the  citadel.  On  a  tower  higher 
than  the  ramparts,  were  mounted,  by  his 
order,  ten  heavy  cannons,  which  inceflantly 
thundered  on  the  city,  while,  from  th?  top 

^^  The  kopecs  may  be  rated  equal  to  iilver  pennies,  al- 
though they  have  liifFtred  fome  variations  in  their  form  and 
fize,  under  different  names.  See  the  Hift.  Ruff.  Numifm. 
ixkX»e  Ll^rc,  Hid*  Ancieone  de  la  RuffiCi  torn*  ii*  p  5^9. 
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of  the  fame  building,  the  Strelitzes  fired  with 
fach  fkill  on  the  inhabitants,  that  fcarce  a  fhot 
was  idly  wafted. 

The  moment  was  now  rapidly  approach- 
ing when  the  fate  of  Kazan  could  no 
longer  be  averted.  Among  the  men  of 
fcience  who  followed  Ivan  to  this  aufpicious 
theatre  of  war,  was  a  Ruffian  whofe  ftudy  of 
medicine  did  not  difqualify  him  from  pur- 
fuing  with  equal,  perhaps  fuperior  fuccefs, 
the  oppofite  profeffion  of  an  engineer ;  di- 
refted  by  his  Ikill,  Ivan  watched,  with  an 
anxious  eye,  the  perforation  of  a  mine  un- 
der the  foundations  of  the  walh  In  the 
mean  time  the  water  was  cut  offfrom  the  city, 
and  the  befiegers  conveyed  along  the  channels 
twenty  large  barrels  of  powder.  The  mines 
were  ready  on  the  fecond,  or  fixth  of  Odo- 
ber,  and  the  military  judgment  of  the  Czar 
fixed  the  general  aflault  on  the  inftanc  they 
were  fprung.  During  the  interval  of  this 
momentous  period,  all  the  roads  by  which  it 
might  be  poffible  for  fuccours  to  reach  the 
city  were  guarded  by  ftrong  patroles ;  the 
troops  in  a  flow  march  proceeded  to  furround 
the  walls,  accompanied  by  the  martial  mufic 
of  tambours  and  trumpets  ;  and  the  Tatars 
took  their  refpedkive  ftations,  carelefs  of  life, 
and  impatient  for  adion. 

AH 
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All  thefe  fyftematic   preludes  were  AOvt 
concluded,   and  hiftory    has  recorded    that 
Sunday  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  final 
redudion  of  the    independence   of  Kazan* 
The  fandimonious  Czar  aflifted  at  the  mafs, 
with  a  mind  folely  occupied  in  the  unchriftiaa 
idea  of  a  general  exteamination.     When  the 
deacon  had  come  to  that  part  of  the  gofpel, 
which  proclaims  that  there  Jhall  be  one  fold^ 
and  onejhepherdj  words  defigned,   and  inter-* 
preted  by  the  impious  criticifm  of  Ivan,  into 
a  fignal  for  the  miners  to  fire  the  train,  his 
hearing  was  inftantiy  aflailed  by  the  horrible 
though  gratifying   noife   of  the   blown  up 
walls,  and  his  other  fenfes  regaled  by  the  air 
and  earth  being  fenfibly  afFeded  from  the 
prodigious  violence  of  the   explofion.     Yet 
this  invention  for  the  deftrudtion  of  the  hu- 
man fpecies,  as   new  as  it  was  fatal  to  the 
Tatars,  did  not  appal  their  courage.     With 
the  moft  obftinate  firmnefs  they  defended  the 
breach,   with  the  moft  gallant  defpair  they 
defended  the  afhes  '  of  the  city.      From  the 
walls  of  the  gardens,  the  roofs  of  the  houfcs, 
they  fent  forth  vollies  of  miffile  weapons  in 
every  poffible  diredion,  kept  up  a  continual 
play   of  mufquetry    and    cannon,     and  dif- 
charged  on  the  heads  of  their  enemies  boil- 
ing hot  liquors,  ftones,    and  beams   of  an 

enormous 
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enormous  fize.     But  the  arms  and  induftry 
of  the  ancients  and  moderns  were  alike  prac- 
tifcd  by  the  Ruffians ;  to  encompafs  their  re- 
venge, thefe  defperate  foes  ruftied  headlong 
on  the  breach,  clambered   up  the  tottering 
walls,    and    made  a   bold  pafTage   over   the 
battlements  ;    while  the  Tatars  difplayed  the 
fame  undaunted  refiftance   in    their   houfes 
and    ftreets ;    for   every   houfe   was    a   for- 
trefs,    every     ftrqet   a   new    field  of   battle. 
They  fought  like  men  who  revered  the  illuf- 
trious  exploits   of  their  anceftors,  called  to 
mind  the  greatnefs  of  their  territories,  and 
refolvcd,   if  they  muft  fall,  to  fall  with  the 
glories   of  an  honourable  revenge,     Where- 
ever   the  Ruffians  attempted   to   pafs,  they 
found  a  band  of  ftrenuous  opponents.     The 
ftreets,  the  market-places,  were  all  filled  with 
dead   bodies,  and   fuch    was   the   extenfive 
pidure  of  their  havoc,  that   it  was  glaringly 
vifibie  from  the  gates  to  the  fields,  and  even  to 
the  diftant  forefts. 

The  prince  Kourbfkoi  who  was  not  only 
a  fpe£tator,  but  alfo  a  principal  ador  in  this 
fcene  of  uniform  calamity,  relates  that  the 
befieged,  deprived  of  all  hope,  and  forced  to 
abandon  all  that  their  nation  held  mod  deat 
to  the  doubtful  mercy  of  the  conqueror,  left 
in  the  palace  their  wives  and  children,  at- 
Jitcd  in  their  richeft  garments,  whofe  num- 
bers 
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bers  might  amount  to  ten  thoufand.  To  thift 
receptacle  of  female  woe  the  ftern  Ruffians 
foon  repaired,  their  countenances  /disfigured 
by  blood,  fweat,  and  duft,  with  threats  in 
their  eyes  and  mouths,  and  with  arms  raifed 
for  new  maflacres.  But  they  were  not  fo 
totally  deftitute  of  humanity  as  to  flaiigh- 
tcr  a  band  fo  defencelefs,  and  fo  fubmit- 
five. 

Yet    the    vidiory    did  not    feem  decifive 
until   they  could    afcertain  the  fate    of  the 
khan.      Their    indefatigable  fearch    at    laft 
difcovered  him  at  a  diftant  quarter  of  the 
fallen  city,  furrounded  by  a  handful  of  loyal 
fubjedls,  who  claimed  the  happinefs  of  dying 
with   their  beloved  prince.     Unknown  and 
undiftinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  his  followers, 
he  would  have  received  and  welcomed  the 
ftroke  of  death,  had  not  the  officious  zeal  of 
one  of  his  officers  revealed  his  name  and  dif^ 
grace.     The  fetters  of  fervitude  were  then 
impofed  on  his  reludlant  hand,   but  his  ad- 
miffion  to  baptifm,  under  the   name  of  Se- 
men,   reftored  him   afterwards   to   his    lofl 
honours,  and  procured  the  friendfhip  of  the 
conquerori     A  prince  far  more  refped:able 
in  all  his  misfortunes  than  the  contemptible 
Sheikh  Ali  in  all  his  plenitude  of  royal  favour ; 
his  abjefl:  fervility  to  the  Czar,  had  led  him 
to  witnefs  the  ftruggles  of  his  countrymen, 
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the  defcendant&of  the  renowned  ZingisKhan 
for  the  laft  remnants  of  their  public  liberties ; 
nor  did  he  blufli  at  the  ignominy  of  his  own 
fituation,  when,  in  the  midft  of  mountains  of 
his  flain  fubjedts,  he  was  the  firft  to  falute 
the  Czar  with  the  title  of  conqueror  of  Ka- 
zan''.  To  deprefs  the  nobles,  and  to  en- 
large the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  had  ever 
been  the  fecret  policy  of  Ivan,  but  not  until 
te  had  trampled  on  the  ruins  of  the  once 
formidable  Kazan,  did  he  dare  to  fay  to 
them,  "  God  has  at  laft  ftrengthened  me 
againft  your  attacks." 

The  '*  courtiers  moft  confpicuous  for  their 
wifdom,  and  zealous  for  the  interefts  of  the 
throne,  adtifed  their  vidtorious  prince  to  fix 
his  winter  refidence  at  Kazan,  in  order  to 
fubdue  the  neighbouring  countries,  either  by 
the  terrors  of  his  name  or  arms.  But  thefe 
judicious  counfels  were  fuperfeded  by  his 
impatience  to  embrace  a  wife,  who  in  his 
abfence  had  prefented  him  with  a  pledge  of 
her  affection.  The  infurredtion  however  of 
feveral  Tatars  dependent  on  Kazan,  their  re- 

^*  Ivan  is  reported  by  the  ancient  hiftorians,  to  have 
wept  over  the  defolation  of  Kazan.  From  the  review  of 
his  anions  we  fhould  be  inclined  to  think  it  was  rather  the 
tear  of  joy  than  of  forrow,  which  appeared  on  his  ftenx 
countenance, 

**  Levefque,  torn.  iix.    p.  53^58.     Le  Clerc,    torn.  ii. 
P-JOJ— 308— 312. 
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fufal  to  pay  the  tribute,  their  murder  of  his 
colleftors,  the  lofs  of  a  general  and  battle, 
and  their  defolating  incurfions  even  to  the 
environs  of  Nigny-Novgorod  and  Mourom, 
difclofed  to  him  the  complicated  evils  refult- 
ing  from  his  inattention  to  their  advice  j  nor 
were  thefe  infuhs  properly  revenged  until  the 
fixth  year  after  the  capture  of  Kazan^  when 
Ivan  Cheremetref,  at  the  head  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  men,  completely  puniflied  the  favage 
fiercenefs  of  thefe  rebels,  and  taught  even 
the  plundering  Bafchkirs  to  tremble  at  the 
power  of  Ruffia. 

The  tremendous  fate  of  Kazan  foon  reached, 
terrified,  and  aftonilhed  the  Tatars  of  Aftra- 
kan ;  and  fuch  was  the  fubftantial  renown 
which  Ivan  purchafed  from  this  firft  and 
moft  arduous  conqueft,  that  the  monarch  of  a 
great  and  powerful  nation  voluntarily  fubmit- 
ted  to  his  obedience,  in  the  hope  that  Ivan's 
fteps  in  return  for  this  unexpefted  aft  would  be 
guided  in  the  paths  of  moderation  and  juftice. 
Nor  did  thefe  fanguine  expedtations  end  in 
difappointmcnt.  His  embafly  was  greeted 
with  the  fmiles  of  royal  courtefy,  and  difmifled 
with  valuable  promifes  of  friendflxip  for  their 
niafter.  But  the  hopes  and  fears  of  this  new 
ally  foon  flept  in  the  tranquillity  of  the  grave. 
His  fucceflbr  Emorguei,  made  profeilionsevea 
of  a  Aill  more  fervile  call ;  hisfubmiiHon  was 
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accompanied  by  tbe  fufpicious  requeft  to  1553. 
wear  the  livery  of  fervitude  in  the  fervice  and 
pay  of  the  Czar,  But  the  drowfy  opiates  of 
forgetfulnefs  had  not  been  adminiftered  to 
fte  mind  of  Iv^  j  he  ftill  remembered  the 
repeated  perfidies  of  the  khans  of  Kazan ; 
and  the  overftraining  folicitations  of  this  prince 
4id  net  ferve  to  diminifh  the  recollection  of 
their  crimes.  Before  this  dubious  charadter 
was  admitted  to  his  favour,  he  difpatched 
deputies  to  found  hb  real  difjpofition,  and  to 
receive  his  oaths. 

The  reception  and  treatment  of  his  ambaf- 
ladors  proved  his  judgn^ent  in  this  cafe  in* 
&Uible*  Robbery  and  infult  threw  their 
brutal  fa^nds  on  them,  by  the  orders  of 
Emoiguei,  where  they  expeded  to  have 
found  a  perfed:  acquiefcence  to  their  mif- 
iioo« 

But  thieie  abufes  were  of  a  trivial  nature 
in  comparifoA  with  thofe  that  daily  awaited 
his  unhappy  fubjeds ;  and  this  deteftable  fa- 
vage  feems  to  have  mounted  the  throne  with 
the  fixed  refolution  to  convert  to  their  ruin 
that  abfolute  power  which  had  been  given 
him  for  th%  benefit  of  the  people.  TheNogaiaa 
princes  al(b  felt  the  weighty  arm  of  his 
^>preflion :  but  their  patience  could  not  how^ 
ever  long  tolerate  his  multiform  iniquities, 
and  as  they  had  already  admowledged  the 
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yoke  of  the  Czar,  they  did  not  conceive  theif 
condud  tainted  with  ingratitude  and  treafari 
in  offering  him  their  whole  affiftance  againft 
this  indifcrimiriate  tyrant. 

Revenge  and  compaffion  now  alike  ftimu- 
lated  the  Czar  to  liften  to  the  intreaties  of  the 
Nogais,  and  to  chaftife  the  affront  offered  to 
1554.     his  embaffy.     An  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,   provided  with  a  powerful  ordnance, 
once  more  revifited  the  well-known  banks  of 
the  Volga,  in  their  progrefs  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  nations,  and  to  extend  the  fame  and 
glory  6f  their  monarch  :  never  did  a  Ruflian 
^my   encounter  lefs  difficulty  than  in  the 
conf]Ueft  of  Aftrakan.     On    their   approach 
the  capital  contained  but  a  handful  of  armed 
inhabitants,  while  the  great  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple was  either  fcattered  in  the  adjacent  iflands^ 
or  in  the  open  plains.    Emboldened  by  this 
6afy  pofleffion,  (for  even  the  few  Tatars  who 
had  been  left  in  the  folitary  city,  took  flight, 
and,  difgraceful  to  the  humanity  of  the  vifl;ors, 
were  butchered  like  a  herd  of  cattle,)  thcj 
marched  with  alacrity  to  the  camp  of  Emor- 
guei,  and  to  their  aftonifhment,  and  doubt- 
lefs  to  their  joy,  experienced  a  cheap  and 
bloodlefs  triumph*     While  the  author  of  his 
country's  principal  difgrace,  the  bafe  and  faa- 
guinary  Emorguei,  loaded  with  their  curfes, 
had  eluded  the  vengeance  of  the  Ruffians,  by 
a  timely  flight  into  Siberia.     Thus  fell  into 
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the  h^nds  oiF  Ivan  the  large  and  populous 
city  of  Aftrakan,  the  pofition  of  which  is  as 
favourable  to  the  enterprize  of  trade,  as  the 
foil  of  the  neighbouring  country  "  is  unpro* 
pitious  to  the  efforts  of  agriculture.  In 
very  ancient  times  it  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  general  ftaple  for  the  produdions  of 
Perfia,  India,  and  Arabia  '*•  The  magni- 
tude therefore  of  this  vidory  muft  not  be 
eftimated  folely  from  the  advantage  of  en- 
abling Ivan  to  fecure  all  his  conquefts  on  the 
Volga,  but  from  the  opportunities  which  it 
gave  to  the  more  capacious  refources  of  his 
fucceflbrs  of  extending  a  profitable  dominion 
towards  the  fouth  and  the  eafl* 

The  Ruffian  Generals,  to  fecure  the  allegi- 
ance of  the  Tatars,  firfl  nominated  Derbic- 
Ali,  a  prince  of  their  own  nation,  to  hold 
the  fword  of  juflice  in  the  name  of  the  Czar, 
and  to  guard  his  attachment  from  any  capri- 
cious flu£luation,  two  Voyevodes,  fome  in- 
&nt  Boyars,  and  a  detachment  of  Strelitzes, 
and  Cofa^ks,  were  fixed  in  this  fubjugated 

*'  Several  attempts  have  been  lately  made  by  the  wifdom 
rfthe  Ruffian  government,  to  colonize  the  defert  of  Aftra- 
kan. Sec  PaJias's  Voyages  throughout  the  fouthern  pro- 
^nccsofthe  Ruffian  empire,  vol.  i.  p.  97. 
'*  Sec  Ellis's  Memoir  of  a  Map  of  the  Countries  compre- 
hended between  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Cafpian^  &c.  p.  1, 
2»  Bell's  Defcription  of  Aftrakan/ vol.  i.  chap.  iii.  p.  36.  &€• 
»id  Hanway's  Voyage  to  the  Cafpian  Sea,  vol.  i.    p.  82. 
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city ;  while  the  fierce  and  vagrant  habits  fo 
long  exercifed  by  the  Murfas,  in  their  pat 
toral,  of  rather  military  life,  were  teftriuried 
by  the  wife  policy  of  the  Czar,  in  the  rigid 
difcipline  of  the  court,  or  in  their  refidence 
at  Aftrakan,  where  their  condiiA  was  eqiially 
expofed  to  the  eye  of  fufpicion  and  power. 
The  fupine  khan  of  Crim,  whofe  impolitic 
eye  had  looked  on  the  deftrudion  of  the 
friendly  kingdoms  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakan, 
without  ihaking  more  than  one  feeble  attempt 
to  oppofe  their  fubjeCkion,  now  with  an  igno* 
ranee  truly  compatible  with  his  former  anions, 
attacked  the  Ruffians  flufhed  with  all  the 
ardour  of  their  late  fuccefs.  He  entered 
1555.  Ruffia  at  the  head  of  lixty  thoufand  men ; 
but  though  their  numbers  were  fo  formidable, 
their  fears  only  reduced  them  to  the  ftrength 
of  a  fmall  band.  The  engagement  was  how<» 
ever  protradled  for  the  fpace  of  two  whole 
days,  when  the  Ruffians  completely  punifhed 
the  injudicious  prefumption  of  their  enemies. 
Had  the  vanquiflied  Tatar*s  hordes  been  the 
lead  pradifed  in  the  ingenious  arts  of  an  Ita^ 
lian  combination,  had  their  rude  minds  beea 
imp'refled  with  a  knowledge  of  the  innume^ 
^  rable  advantages  originating  from  the  efta* 
blifhment  of  a  union  among  their  feveral 
hordes,  which  would  have  enabled  them  to 
»^  with  regularity,  and  to  purfue  one  com- 
mand. 
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mand,  and  one  intereft  at  the  fame  time, 
the  banners  of  the  Czar  would  not  always 
have  affumed  fo  bold  and  impofing  a  poflure. 
Since  his  undertaking  muft  have  met  ferious  . 
impediments  to  render  the  event  more  quef-> 
tionable,  and  the  pbifeflion  more  precarious^ 
from  the  viciflitudcj.  of  fortune,  the  weight 
of  expence,  and  from  all  defcriptions  of  per<- 
fons  drawing  their  fwords  with  fpirit  and 
perfeverance  in  fupport  of  their  national  free- 
dom and  independence  '^ 

The  truth  and  importance  of  thefe  ob- 
fenrations  are  fufficiently  illuftrated  by  the 
celebrated  vidory  gained  over  Mamai  khan 
of  the  Golden  Horde,  in  the  year  1380,  by 
the  grand  prince  Demetrius,  which  may 
bejuflly  afcribed  to  that  power/ul  bond  of 
union  and  national  enthufiafno,  fo  happily 
excited  among  the  Ruffian  princes  by  their 
wife  leader,  who,  by  the  fimple  plan  of  a 
confederacy,  enabled  his  countrymen,  for  the 
firft  time,  to  contend  for  their  independence 
witji ,  a  zeal  which  baffled  the  flrenuous 
efforts  of  their  tyrants.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  therefore,  if  thefe  affociations  had  been 
clofely  followed  up  by  his  fucceffors,  that  the 
eSeds  of  thofe  violent  convulfions  into  which 

"  As  wc  recede  from  the  dark  fliades  of  Tatar  oppreflion, 
we  fha]l  once  more  begin  to  ufe  with  freedom  and  fafety  the 
^orks  of  other  hiftorians. 
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Ruffia  was  thrown  by  the  frequent  vifits  of 
their  enflavers,  would  ceafe  to  have  been 
felt  before  the  third  and  fourth  Ivan  mounted 
the  throne  '*• 

In  the  year  following '^  the  fubjugatioa 
of  Aftrakan,  a  new  war,  and  a  frefti  laurel 
were  to  be  entwined  in  the  ample  wreath 
which  already  crowned  the  brows  of  the 
vidorious  Ivan.  Moved  by  the  prefling 
folicitations  of  the  Livonians,  and  relying  oil 
their  promifes  of  vigorous  co-operation,  the 
renowned  hero  and  patriot  of  Sweden,  Guf-r 
iss^"  tavus  Vafa  broke  the  peace,  in  1556,  which 
he  had  fworn  with  the  Czar  in  1537,  for 
feventy  years  ;  and  ratified  in  1554.  The 
city  c  f  Orecheck  had  firft  the  honour  of  refift- 
ing  tlie  Swedifh  arms.  For  twenty  days 
the  town  was  invefted  ;  but,  at  laft  tired  out 
by  their  inflexible  oppofition,  they  were 
obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  to  reimbark 
on  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  Ruffians  ad- 
vancing to  the  fuccour  of  the  town.  Befides 
the  mortification  and  difgrace  attendant  on  a 
retreat,  they  had  to  regret  the  lofs  of  one 
veflel  carrying  a  hundred  and  fifty,  or  fixty^ 

^''  For  the  details  of  this  famous  battle,,  fo  honourable  to 
tlie  Ruffian  prince,  and  which  acquired  the  furname  of 
^Mfi^jff  the  a6lion  taking  place  on  the  Don,  fee  Levefque, 
torn.  ii.  p.  243,  244. 

*'  Levefque,  torn-  iii.   p.  §9 — 73*     ^^  CIcrc,  torn.  ii.  p. 
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men,  and  mounting  four  pieces  of  heavy 
cannon,  captured  by  the  Ruffians,  who  then 
dire£ted  their  hoftile  fteps  towards  Finland. 
Before  the  prince  Paletfkoi,  Nameftnik  of 
Novgorod,  had  led  thefe  hardy  and  difci- 
plined  troops  into  this  fertile  country,  he  ad- 
drefled  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  ex- 
preflTed  in  the  characters  of  infolence  and 
command.  The  epiftle  thus  commenced: 
"  If  his  majefty  is  folicitous  to  redrefs  the 
vi%ongs  he  has  done,  or  to  avoid  the  punifh- 
ments  of  them,  he  mud  himfelf  repair  to  the 
frontiers,  and  there  deliver  into  the  hands  of 
the  Czar's  generals  the  obnoxious  advifers  of 
this  '*  war.  On  this  condition  only  will  the 
paft  be  buried  in  oblivion.  But,*'  continues 
this  audacious  writer,  *'  if  the  king  (hould 
lafhly  refufe  this  laft  fatisfadion,  we  will 
then  require  them  in  the  very  bofom.  of  his 
cftates."  The  propofals  were  couched  in  too 
oriental  a  ftyle  of  defpotifm  to  obtain  the  ap- 
probation of  fo  high-fpirited  a  prince.  The 
Nameftnik  therefore,  after  a  confiderable 
paufe,  proceeded  to  accomplifh  his  threat. 
His  ravages  were  committed  with  impunity 

^'  Contraiy  to  his  ufaal  cuftom  of  labouring  to  expoft  the 
fiivage  infenfibility  of  the  Ruffians,  Mr.  Williams  foftens  this 
fcttcr,  or  mefTagc  of  Palctlkoi,  into  erprcfficns  of  humanitf 
and  juftlce,  p.  49* 
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until  he  reached  Wyburg  In  Carelia '%  when 
the  Swediih  army  at  laft  appeared  to  inter- 
rupt the  progrefs  of  his  deftrudive  work. 
The  events  of  this  day  were  injurious  to  the 
*  arms  of  Sweden.  We  are  ignorant  of  the 
caufes  which  occafioned  their  failure  of  hope 
and  fpirit  during  this  important  engagement. 
But  the  decifive  vidory  of  Paletlkoi  was  at- 
tefted  by  fuch  an  immenfe  concourfc  of  male 
and  female  captives,  that  their  individual 
value  did  not  exceed  a  trifling  fum  of  monfty. 
The  tempting  bloom  of  their  youthful  flavcs 
more  opprefled  the  Ruffians  than  all  the  vari- 
ous hardQiips  of  the  war ;  for  their  natural  auf- 
terity  of  charafter  was  totally  loft  in  the  un- 
bounded gratification  of  every  fenfual  dc- 
fire. 

Betrayed  by  the  Poles  and  Livonians  into 
this  unprofitable  conteft,  who  were  too  deeply 
agitated  by  their  own  internal  fadtions  to  re- 
member their  fplendid  afliirances  of  fupport, 
the  prudence  of  Guftavus,  at  all  times  no  lefs 
confpicuousthan  his  valour,  extricated  himfelf 
from  this  unexpedked  embarraflment,  by  feek-» 
ing  a  peace  *%  which  was  concluded  for  forty 

•»  Unfupported  by  any  authority,  Oderborn  places  the 
Czar  inflead  of  his  Lieutenant  at  Vybourg ;  fee  Joann.  BafiU 
Vita,  lib.  li.  p.  28^, 

^®  Pufiendorf.  Hift*  de  I'Europe,  tom»  iii.  p.  294. 

years. 
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years.  From  the  fileace  of  the  Ruffian  hif-  is57- 
torians  concerning  the  conditions  of  this 
peace,  we  may  juftly  fuppofe,  they  were  as 
faTOurable  to  the  Swedes  as  the  campaign  had 
proved  diihonourable.  The  Swedes  and 
Ruffians  were  yet  ftrangers  to  the  refinements 
and  accommodation  of  poUfhed  courts.  The 
minifters  of  Guftavus  were  not  permitted  to 
carry  on  their  negociations  at  Mofcow,  but 
obliged  to  treat  with  the  Nameftniks  of  Nov« 
gorod. 

Though  the  war  was  fuccefsfuUy  termi^ 
tiated,  yet  the  refentment  of  the  Czar  agsunft 
its  authors  arofe  in  exaA  proportion  to  the 
rule  and  meafure  of  his  intereft.  When  the 
wifli  and  the  prqjed  once  take  pofleffion  of 
the  heart,  it  feldom  (loops  to  enquire  whether 
the  laws  of  equity  are  infringed  in  its  execu- 
tion. The  dormant,  and  probably  dubious 
claims,  of  a  tribute  of  fifty  years  {landing 
from  the  Livonians,  were  revived  by  the 
Czar,  that  his  hoflile  intentions  againft  their 
territories  might  be  coloured  with  fome  ap- 
pearance of  juftice.  We  fliall  not  prefumc 
on  the  patience  of  the  reader  to  examine  a 
queftion  which  appears  to  be  no  lefs  intri- 
cate, than  altogether  uninilrudive  to  us. 
The  defign  of  this  work  will  be  anfwcred,  if 
we  briefly  obferve,  that  the  Livonians  hefi- 
tated  not  to  affirm,  that  no  fuch  proof  of 

bumilia- 
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humiliation  exifted  on  their  regiftcrs,  and 
that  in  confequcnce  of  this  pofitive  declara- 
tion, their  grand  matter  Wilhelm  Furften^ 
hurg  deemed  it  derogatory  to  the  indepen* 
dence  of  the  Livonians  to  acknowledge  thij 
real  or  fuppofititious  demand  *'. 

The  martial  impatience  of  the  Czar  foon 
filled  Livonia  with  all  the  forces  of  Ple&of 
and  Novgorod,  the  flower  of  his  troops  fromi 
the  principality  of  Mourom,  the  fierce  Co- 
facks  of  the  Don,  with  a  ftrong  body  of  Ta- 
tars under  the  command  of  their  princes ; 
while  he  himfelf  opened  the  campaign,  an4 
during  a  moi^th  afpired  to  rival  in  affiduous 
labour  the  moft  indefatigable  of  his  warriors* 
Equally  the  fmcere  admirer  of  policy  and  of 
valour,  Ivan  had  fixed  on  a  period  for  this 
expedition,  when  the  flrength  and  vigour  of 
the  Livonians  were  wafted  away  by  the  flow 
confuming  fever  of  a  civil  war**  between 
their  grand  mafter  and  the  catholic  bifliop  of 
Riga. 

With  juftice  therefore  might  they  tremble 
at  the  approaching  conteft,  with  a  man  who 

♦*  MiItox\,  in  his  brief  Hiftory  of  Mufcovy,  fays  in  poHtivc 
terms,  "  he  pretended  right  of  inheritance,  p.  828/' 

^*  It  is  the  ju(l  and  lively  comparifon  of  the  celebrated  Lorcl 
Bacon>  "  that  a  civil  war  indeed  is  like  the  heat  of  a  fe\^er, 
but  a  foreign  war  is  like  the  heat  of  exercife,  and  ferveth  to 
keep  the  body  in  health.'*  See  his  Elfays,  Moral,  Economic 
cal,  and  Political)  p*  147* 

was 
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was  determined  to  fupply  every  deficiency  of 
his  claims  by  the  weight  of  his  arms.  Over 
an  extent  of  fixty  leagues,  in  the  territories  of 
Riga  and  Dorpt^  the  Ruffians  trod  with  the 
Ravaging  fteps  of  barbarian  conquerors. 
Againft  fuch  a  foe^  the  Livonians,  oppreflfed 
by  luxury  and  fadion,  could  make  but  a 
feeble  ftand.  The  events  of  this  war  may  be 
defcribed  in  a  very  few  words ;  all  oppofi- 
tion  funk  before  the  Ruffians,  and  in  their 
deftru£tive  progrefs  they  fpared  no  age,  fex, 
or  rank.  Livonia  was  ftripped  of  her  riches, 
and  thofe  of  her  fubjefts,  whom  the  chance 
of  war  had  made  prifoners,  were  fold  to  the 
Tatars.  Thefe  brilliant  advantages  were  to 
have  been  clofed  by  an  approaching  peace# 
Already  the  Livonians  had  obtained  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms  for  fix  months.  The  peace 
was  agreed  upon,  and  about  to  be  ratified 
between  the  hoilile  parties,  when  an  unfore- 
feen  accident  again  rekindled  the  flames  of 
war  with  redoubled  fury  ^\ 

The  city  of  Narva  confefled  the  fway  of 
the  Knights  of  Livonia,  while  Ivan-Gorod, 
founded  by  his  father,  and  obedient  to  the 
Czar,  was  only  feparated  from  the  adjoining 

♦'  Sec  a  copious  account  of  their  tranfa^ions  in  '*  Hiftoria 
belli  Livonici,  quod  magnus  Mofchoviticarum  dux  contra 
Livones  ge{St»  per  Tilmannum  Bredenbachium  confcriptaj'* 
p.  230^  23 1 9  232.  This  hiilory  is  alfo  contained  in  the  valu- 
able coUcAion  of  Hcrbeftein. 

city 
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city  hf  the  fmall  river  Narova.  The  Holy 
Friday  has  ever  been  regarded  with  cxtraor- 
«55^»  dinary  devotion  in  the  Greek  calendar.  The 
Ruffians  of  Ivan-Gorod,  agreeable  to  the  in-* 
junAions  of  their  religion,  maintained  a  rigid 
faft  until  Eafter-day.  The  Livonians  for 
fome  years  had  thrown  off  the  papal  yoke  in 
favour  of  the  happy  reformation,  and  thefe 
unthinking  profelytes  thought  to  teftify  their 
zeal-for  the  new  doctrine,  by  devoting  thofe 
hours  to  intemperance,  which  their  more 
pious  neighbours  confecrated  to  all  the  feve- 
rities  of  mortification;  goaded  on  by  the 
double  force  of  intoxication  and  zeal,  thefe 
champions  of  Luther  and  of  Narva,  again 
forfook  thofe  feritiments  of  peace,  in  which 
they  had  been  fo  lately  bound  by  the  loofe 
and  imperfeft  fetters  of  a  truce.  In  all  the 
phrcnfy  of  rage  they  mounted  the  ramparts, 
and  diftin£kly  beholding  the  Ruffians  fcat« 
tered  about  the  market-place  and  ftreets  of 
Ivan-Gorod,  in  thoughtlefs  fecurity,  they 
treacheroufly  pointed  the  cannon  againft 
them,  with  a  perfev^ance  which  lafted  for 
three  days.  Tlie  conduA  of  the  Ruffians  on 
this  occafion  exhibited  fuch  a  marvellous  ex- 
ample of  obedience,  as  perhaps  cannot  be 
matched  in  all  the  annals  of  ancient  and  mo- 
dern hiftory.  The  recommencement  of  hof- 
tilities  had  been  forbidden  by  the  laft  orders 

of 
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of  the  abfent  Czar ;  and  fd  fevcre  and  potent 
was  the  difclpline  of  their  prince,  that  rather 
than  difobey  this  dread  command,  they 
fufiered  themfelves  to  be  buried  in  a  volun- 
tary and  inevitable  grave  by  the  conftant  fire 
of  thefe  promoters  and  defenders  of  Chrifti* 
anity.  Such  amazing  refignation  and  pa* 
ticnce  are  fcarcely  to  be  accredited  even  in  the 
abjeft  charader  of  the  Ruffians. 

At  laft  the  joyful  moments  came  which 
brought  them  fuccour,  and  the  repeal  of  that 
decree  which  had  fo  long  proteded  the  Lu- 
therans of  Narva«  Alarmed  at  the  firft  bul« 
lets  of  the  enemy,  thefe  Germans  folicited,and 
obtained  from  the  imprudence  of  the  Czar,  a 
fecond  truce  for  a  month.  But  the  defeat  of 
four  thoufand  men,  who  came  to  them  from 
Revel,  in  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  clouded 
every  profped  of  a  fure  and  fpeedy  reinforce- 
ment. The  renewal  of  the  war  now  feemed 
linavoidable ;  but  the  fpecific  time  of  the  truce 
was  not  yet  expired,  when  a  fire  I^roke  out 
at  Narva^  in  the  houfe  of  a  brewer.  The  con* 
Aagration  increafed  with  fuch  fury  in  the 
lower,  that  the  inhabitants  were  foon  forced 
to  feek  their  (afety  in  the  higher  town.  The 
implacable^  and  as  yet  unfatiated  enmity  of 
the  Ruffians,  could  not  view  this  rapid  mif- 
chief  without  feeling  a  flrong  impulfe  to 
profit  by  their  misfortunes.     Made  dextrous 

by 
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by  their  eagernefs  of  revenge,  they  feizcd 
all   the   barks,   converted   the    planks    into 
floating  rafts,  and  when  .thefe  materials  were 
occupied,    they  tore   the  doors   from   their 
houfes,    and   in  this    adventurous    manner 
crofled  the  river.     The  well-timed  ardour  of 
the  people  aroufed  the  lethargy  of  the  troops* 
Stung  with  fliame  at  their  daring  exertions, 
they  haftened  with  all  imaginable  fpeed  to 
follow  an  example  of  which  they  bluflied  to 
be  only  followers.     The  Voyevodes  wifhcd 
to  retain  them  ;  but  the  barrier  of  command 
was  broken  down  in  this  full  tide  of  enthu- 
fiafm.     By  thefe  fudden  and  vigorous  efforts 
the  Ruffians  became   mafters  of  the  lower 
town.     Inftigated  by  defpair,  the  Livonians 
then  rufhed  from  the  higher  town,   to  en- 
gage and  repel  this  enterprifing  foe ;    but  to 
their   utter  difmay   and   aftonifhment  thofe 
engines  of  deftrudtion  were  turned    againft 
them,  which  had   formed  the  fafeguard  of 
their  walls.     The .  difcipline  and  adtivity  of 
the  Strelitzes  compleated  their   defeat,    and 
the   proud  citadel  was  reduced  to  an  humi- 
liating capitulation.     The  troops  had  permif*- 
fion  to  leave  the  town,  and  the  inhabitants 
to   remain   in   the  country  *\      The   vigors 

♦*  Read  Joann.   Bafil.  Vita,   lib.   ii.  p.   277.  ;    an'd  fee 
truth  quite  difregarded  from  the  fpirit  of  prejudice. 

thought 
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thought  themfelves  amply  repaid  for  their 
toils  by  the  pofleflion  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  pieces  of  artillery^  which  diminifhed 
the  obftacle,  and  renewed  the  zeal  and  means 
of  new  conquefts  *^ 

They  were  no  lefs  rapid  than  numerous. 
Dorpt,  though  in  the  prime  of  her  vigour,  and 
guarded  by  the  bravery  of  a  ftrong  body  of 
national  and  mercenary  troops,  and  by  the 
ftjrength  of  her  fortifications,  was  reduced  to 
implore  and  receive  the  clemency  of  the  vic- 
torious Ruflians#  Their  defence  would  have 
been  ftill  more  ftubborn,  if  the  feter  of  religi- 
ous difcord  had  not  weakened  the  inhabitants. 
The  biQiop  who  reigned  over  the  city  with  a 
fpiritual  and  temporal  fway,  delivered  him- 
felf  up  to  the  generals  of  the  Czar,  and  wad 
not  only  received  at  Mofcow  by  its  martial 
ruler  with  all  the  honours  becoming  his  for-* 
mer  ftation,  but  prefented  by  the  liberality  of 
Ivan  with  a  city  and  its  dependencies  for  life, 
as  a  compenfation  for  his  primitive  lofTes. 
In  the  fhort  courfe  of  one  year,  the  Ruffians 
achieved  the  conqueft  of  thirty  ftrong  places, 
and  returned  to  their  applauding  country  on 
the  commencement  of  winter  to  enjoy  their 
well  earned  triumphs. 

*5  "  Ezpugnata  Nerviai  Mofchoiriorum  cxcrcitus,  arce9» 
pag03y  vicoSf  domosf  ac  villas  undique  quindecim  miltiarum 
latitudine  circumjaccntes,  diripit  et  \aflat.*'  liill.  Livonici 
BdK,  p.  23J.        ^ 

CL  The 
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1559*  The  bold  and  fubtle  ambition  of  the  Czar 

now  waged  war  with  Poland,  The  ftrong 
town  of  Felling,  and  the  grand  mafter  Fur- 
ftemberg,  whofe  treachery  in  attacking  Dorpt 
after  he  had  folicited  a  peace  with  Ruffia, 
through  the  mediation  of  the  King  of 
Denmark,  provoked  his  fate,  fell  into  his 
hands  without  any  memorable  effort;  and 
the  time  now  feemed  inviting  to  add  all  LU 
vonia  to  the  wide  circle  of  his   dominions. 

1560.     But  Gothard-Ketler  **,  the  fucceffor  of  Fur- 
ftemberg,  greatly  alarmed  on  Ivan's  perfonal 
appearance  in  the  field,  refigned  his  poffeffions 
to  Sigifmond  of  Poland,  from  the  juft  per-  ^ 
fuafion  that  he  was  far  more  capable  of  de- 

*s6i.  fending  them.  But  when  he  renounced  his 
dangerous  right  to  Livonia,  whofe  critical  fitu- 
ation  fo  truly  called  aloud  for  a  more  weighty 
protedor,  his  policy  procured  from  Poland 
the  rich  provinces  of  Courland  and  Sethi- 
gaHia^%    under  the  lefs  honourable  though 

1562.  more  fafe  title  of  duke  and  vaiTaK  But  hi9 
authority  could  not  fubjed  Revel  to  the 
control  of  Sigifmond ;  that  city,  with  the 
wide  extent  of  territory  including  the  whole 
of  Efthonia,  was  already  placed   under  the 

*•  PuflFcndorf,  Hift.  dcPEurope,  torn,  ii.  p.  X48.  torn.  iii. 

P-  303- 

^^  See  Neugebauer,  Icones  et  Hiftorisc  Regum  Polbaomm, 
Franc.  1620,  p.  X29. 
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prote&ioQ  of  Swedea;  and  the  biihop  o£ 
Arenfbourg,  maftct  of  the  iiland  of  Oefel^ 
had  fold  this  petty  fovcrcignty  to  Frederick 
the  fecond  King  of  Denmark,  who  beftdwed 
it  on  Magnus,  his  brother,  Duke  of  HoU 
^ftein. 

The   afpiring    Czar,    already   undifputed 
mafter  of  the  greateft  part  of  Livonia,  and 
flattered  by  the  ftrong  hope  of  its  entire  pot 
feffion,  could  not  therefore  but  view  with  a 
jealous   and  angry  eye,   the  pretenfions  of 
Sigifmond  to  a  country,  over  which  Nature 
has  been  fo  bountiful  in  almoft   every  va- 
luable branch  of  commerce,  that  it  ftill  pre- 
fcrves  the  epithet  of  the  granary  of  the  north, 
and  his  intentions  to  deprive   Sigifmond  of 
this  rich  gift  of  Ketler,  are  reported  to  have 
been  quickened  by  the  grofTnefs  of  a  perfonal 
infult.     On  the  deceafe  of  his  firft  wife,  the 
amiable    Anaftafia,    his  fecond   choice   was 
fixed  on  Catherine,  the  daughter  of  the  Po- 
iiih  king ;  but  when  his  firmnefs  of  temper 
dafhed  with  the  impofmg  demands  of  Sigii^ 
mood,    ^'a  beautiful    mare,    magnificently 
caparifoned,  was  fent  to  the  Czar  in  the  place 
rf  the  expected  princefs.     This  offenfive  gift 
Was  accompanied  with  a  letter  written  in  the 
moft  haughty  drain  of  defiance.     We  (hall 

*•  Williams's  Ruffia,  p.  40,  41. 

Q^a  not 
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not  venture  an  opinion  whether  this  anecdote 
flows  from  a  fpurious  or  genuine  fource,  but 
his  political  wifdom,  or  private  indignation^ 
immediately  ratified  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Eric  king  of  Sweden,  with  a  view  to  direft 
the  whole  ftrength  of  his  empire  againft  this 
formidable  antagonift. 
1563.         The  troops  of  the  Czar  foon  entered  Li- 
thuania,   and   after  the  aflfault  and   capture 
of  many  confiderable  places,  undertook  the 
important  fiege  of  Polotlk.     The  royal  pre- 
fence  animated  the  Ruffian  troops,  while  the 
erroneous  judgment  of  Sigifmond  expeded 
to  have  flopped  his  career  by  fome  ftraggling 
parties,  inftead  of  a  well   difciplined  army. 
But  the  irrevocable  lofs  of  Polotlk  revealed  to 
him  the  fallacy  of  his  eftimation  concerning 
the  genius  and  refources  of  his  adive  rival. 
The  city  was  taken.  The  commander,  his  wife^ 
the  bilhop,  and  the  principal  citizens,  were 
made  prifoners,  and  conveyed  to  Mofcow  to 
gratify  perhaps  the  pride  or  malice  of  the 
Czar :  while  a  rich  booty  amply  repaid  the  la- 
bours of  the  foldiers.     Happy  for  their  fame 
could  the  authoritative  page  of  hiftory  be- 
flow  the  meed  of  humanity  on  their  Yi6to^ 
rious  adions.     All  the  monks  and   all   the 
Jews  found  in  the  city,  were  involved  in  one 
mercilefs  maflkcre. 

The 
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*•  The  next  campaign  informed  the  Czar     1564* 
how  precarious  are  the  gifts  of.  fortune.     A     xs6«. 
decifive  vidkory  was  gained  over  one  of  his 
armies ;  another  difgraced  idelf  by  a  coward*- 
ly  retreat,  without  trying  even  the  temper  6£ 
their  adverfaries.     The  mean-  jealoufy  of  the 
Ruffians  afcribed  thefe  ihamefttl  lofTes  to  the 
foreign  commanders,  whofe  more  enlightened 
views  and  condu£l:  had  riveted  the  fincere 
admiration  and  enviable  favour  of  their  faga*^ 
cious  prince.     When  Ivan  firft  (hook  off  his 
domeftic  fervitude,  he  faw  his.  nation  buried 
in  the  moft  profound  ignorance  and  barba* 
rifm,  proceeding  from  the  continued  difor^ 
ders  in  the  government,  and  from  the  op- 
preffive  weight  of  a  foreign  yoke*     The  ex:-^ 
tent  of  the   mifchtef  being  dius  perceived^ 
there  dill  remained  the  dangerous  talk  of  ap- 
plying the  remedy :  and  his  vigilance  ^and 
judgment  hoped  to  have  chaced  away  thisi 
deftrudive  evil  by  his  invitation  to  men  from 
different  parts  of  Europe,  to  affift  in  the  ar- 
duous   labours   of  organizing  his   fubjeds^ 
But  Pride,  and  her  infeparable  and  malicious 
companion.  Folly,  had  fo  tainted  the  minds 
of  the  Boyars  with  their  odious  infmuations, 
that  they  affiduoufly  laboured  to  deftroy  the- 
confidence  and  excite  the  fufpicions  of  the 

•  <•  Sec  Hiftoria  Belli  Livonici  for  a  full  account  of  thcfc 
twg  campaigns,  p.  257,  238,  339. 
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Czar^  agaifift  charaders  fo  much  their  (u- 
^  periors  in  fcience,  genius,  and  virtue. 
Their  difcontents  however  were  heard  with 
cold  indifference,  and  their  intrigues  when 
^covered,  punifbed  with  exceifive  rigoun 
Thoie  however  who  had  tried  their  arts  with 
the  fame  iucceft,  but  with  more  caution, 
fled  from  the  fiiipicions  of  Ivan  '*"  into  Poland, 
while  this  voluntary  exile  filled  their  breafts 
with  moft  a&ive  enmity  towards  their  unof- 
fending country. 

''  Addicted  to  paflion  and  cruelty  from  his 
natural  difpofition;,  thefe  nobles  ftiU  more 
fbured  the  innate  vitioufnefs  of  his  temper ; 
and  a&tr  the  death  jo(  his  firft  wife,  whofe 
excellent  qualities  had  obtained  an  irrefiflible 
dominion  arct  the  extravagant  paflions  of 
her  hufbaad,  his  mature  years,  for  a  time, 
trere  fuUied  by  plebeian  :and  fenatorial  blood. 
But  when  *  thefe  ebulitions  of  hie  native 
fiercenefa  were  gradually  fubfiding,  he  exe« 
cuted  a  defigh  as  new  to  the  Ruffians  as  it 
was    eKtraordmary  and]  artlBciaL      In  **  a 

thronged 

'**  Milton  attributes  their  defertion  to  his  cruehjTi  p.  82S.. 
*•  Levefque,   torn,  iii.   p.   74,  75.      Le  Clerc,    torn.  ii« 

^*  See  Mofcovift  DefcriptiQ,  audore  Alexandro  Guagnti^ 
Veronenfi,  A.  D.  15699  p.  184.  in  Herbeftein's  Rerum  MoT- 
chov.  This  a«thor»  who  held  a  poft  of  tnift  in  the  reiga  of 
Ivan  at  Vitepfk,  a  place  then  under  the  jurifdi^Hon  of  Po- 
land and  on  the  borders    of  Ruffiai  doubtlefs  gathered  his 

infonnap 
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thronged   aflembly  of  his  cotinfellorB    and 
nobles,  and*  in  a  fpcech  full  of  plaufibility 
and  apparent  reafoning,  he  declared,  in  1563, 
that  weary  of  the  fociety  of  men,  the  cares 
of  royalty,  and  the  fatigue  of  bufinefe,   hfc 
had  refolved  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  the  tranquil  fhades  of  retirement,  to 
watch  over  the  declining  ftate  of  his  health, 
and  to  devolve   his  whole  authority  on  Idi- 
gur,  or .  Semen,  the  late  courageous  khan  of 
Kazan ;  fmcc  the  tender  ages  of  his  fons  •* 
did  not  permit  them  to  difcharge  the  Impor* 
tant  duties   of  government.      Though    all 
were  not  equally  afFeifted  by  the  deepeft  feni- 
dments  of  forrow  at  this  fingular  difcourf^) 
yet  the  majority  of  the  nation  loudly  pix>. 
claimed   their  attachment   and  loyalty,    by 
wiihing  him  to  keep  the  reins  of  adminiflrah 
don,  which  he  had  held  with  fqch  £rmnefii 
and  independefhce.     Yet  his   was  not   the 
toluntary,   dignified,    and   impreflive   abdi'- 
cadon  of  aDioclefian  or  Charles  the  fifths 


information  of  the  Czar^s  cruelties  from  his  terrified  and  fu- 
gitive fubjedts  ;  and  he  communicates  and  dwells  on  them 
vith  fuch  a  vifible  fatlsfa&ion,  that  the  unbiafTed  judge  will 
pften  hav^  occafion  to  queflion  his  veracity. 

**  Guagnini  however  cannot  be  praifed  for  the  accuracy 
of  his  information,  when  he  writes  this  fefltence':  **  Ecce 
haibetis  duaE:fiii<)s;  meos  Iqgitlmos  hacredesi  .qui  UBiverfo  t|0- 
perio  no&ro  prxerunt  ;'*   p.  184. 

Qjj.  who 
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who  nobly  relinquiflied   their   pre-eminent 

ranks,  when  they  were  no  longer  able  to 

manage  the  public  affairs  with  their  former 

vigour   and   wifdom ;   the  ftrength  of  their 

conftitutions  being  broken,  and  the  energies 

of  their  minds   injured   by  the   difeafes  of 

a  premature  old  age :  but  rather  the  malign 

retreat  of  the  crafty  and  cruel   Tiberius,   in 

the  prime  of  life,  when  objects  of  ambition 

and  the  fecret  pleafure  which  the  heart  of 

xnan  feels  of  holding  the  rod  of  terror  and 

command  over  his  fellow  creatures,  dazzle 

too  much  the  human  underftanding  to  be 

exchanged  for  the  infignificant   control  of 

a  private  ftation.     But  to  carry  on  the  affcion 

of  this  comedy,  the  fubtle  tyrant  even  re- 

figned  the  name  of  Czar  to  his  new  fbve* 

reign,  and   aflfumed    the    fubordinate   rank 

of    grand  prince.      His  advice    was   how^ 

ever  ftill  defignedly  promifed  them  on  great 

and  urgent  occafions.     But  Semen,  and  all 

the  members  of  the  council,  too  well  knew, 

that  under  the  mafk  of  this  advice  lurked 

the   power  of  abfolute  command,  and  that 

their  heads  would  pay  the  forfeit  of  their  di|^ 

obedience*  '   ^ 

About  twenty-four  miles  from  the  capital 
this  dark  and  jealous  prince  ereded  a  vaft 
manfion,  or  rather  fmall  town,  fortified  by 

towers 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  9^3 

towers  and  ramparts  of  ftone  ^\    Here  were 
blended  in  all   the  exuberance  of  imperial 
wealth,  many  of  the  refinements  of  life,  and. 
all  its  conveniences.     The  name  of  this  re- 
treat was  Alexandrova  Slobada*     This  was 
the  Capreae  of  the  Ruffian  Tiberius*   To  fup* 
port  the  dignity  of  this  beloved  refidence,  he 
referved  for   his   particular  revenue  feveral 
cities  and  their  dependencies.     Thefe  fele£ted 
places  were  denominated  Opritcbifia  (except 
tion),  and  Alexandrova  their  fupreme  head  ; 
while  the  numerous  fatellites  who  dwelt  ia 
this  abode  of  unbounded  defpotifm  called 
themfelves  Opritcbniki.     As  the  experienced 
mind  of  Ivan  was  not  a  ftranger  to  the  truth 
of  the  maxim,  that  men  of  low  birth  and 
uncultivated  minds  generally  conceive  a  deep 
rooted  hatred  to  that  greatnefs  which  they 
cannot  attain,  thefe  principal  inftruments  of 
his   cruelty   were  picked  from  an  obfcure 
origin,  and  peremptorily  ordered  to  have  no 
alliance  with  illuftrious  families.      The  per« 
fidious  and  fatal  induftry  of  thefe  delators 
was  accelerated  by  the  gift  of  the  eftates  of  the 
accufed.     Conftantly  furrounding  the  perfoa 
of  their  mailer,  they  had  the  valuable  oppor^ 
tiinity  of  watching  the  fecret  workings  of  his 
fofpicious  heart,  and  their  dexterity  omitted 
not  to  convert  his  failings  to  their  own  ad- 

.       M  €£  Hofn  ainplias   viginti-quatuor    milliaribas  diftat.*' 
\  Jbano*  Bafik  Vka,  lib.  iii.  p.  390. 

j  vantage. 

1 
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Vantage.  Nothing  therefore  efcaped  the  luft 
of  their  avarice.  They  alike  flied  the  nobleft 
and  the  meaheft  blood  of  their  country  ". 

But  whilft  thefe  fcenes  of  cruehies  were 
performing,  the  impatience  of  Ivan,  incapa- 
ble of  wearing  only  for  a  time  the  fmooth 
garb  of  diffimulation,  again  publicly  mountecj 
that  throne,  which  his  afts  difcovered  to  all 
he  had  never  abandoned.  Neverthelefs, 
Alexandrova  ftill  continued  the  favourite  feat 
of  royalty,  and  the  Opritchniki  the  ready 
autlifters  of  every  fpecies  of  oppreffion. 

From  the  irkfome  repetition  of  thefc 
crimes,  we  now  turn  afide  to  enter  the  more 
honcutable  field  of  foreign  contcft.  The  '• 
artful  policy  of  Sigifmond  had  frequently 
previdled  on  the  Crimean  Khan,  to  attempt 
a  diverfion  in  his  favour,  but  feeing  thefe  exer* 
tions  heap  only  repeated  ruin  on  his  ally,  and 
without  promoting  his  own  advantages,  (the 
moft  important  confideration,)  he  generoufly 
difpenied  with  his  ufelefs  fervices,  and  con-- 
triv^  to  arm  againft  Ruflia  the  full  force  o^ 
a  more  ferviceable  confederate.  The  name 
and  rank  of  this  new  alTociate  was  Selim  the 


•  '•  Goagnini  difclofcs  a  terrible  view  of  his  retirement. 
p.  i84»  185.  aiid  we  read  in  the  curious  though  prejudiced 
pages  of  Fletcher,  that  three  hundred  of  the  nobility  were 
taken  off  in  one  week  by  the  adtive  cruelty  of  the  Opritcli- 
l>iki. 

••  Lcvefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  77,  78,  79. 


fecond. 
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fecoad,  fultaa  of  Conftantinople.  The  ftrong 
ties  of  intereft  bound  this  prince  to  the  caufe 
of  Poland ;  already  mafter  of  Azof,  he  wiftied 
to  feize  on  Aftrakan,  to  cut  a  canal  of  commu- 
nication between  the  Don  and  the  Volga  to 
enter  to  the  Gafpian  fea,  which  would  enable 
him,  from  the  north  of  this  kingdom,  to 
fbake  Perfia  the  theatre  of  his  military  ope- 
rations. 

In  this  expedition  of  Aftfakan,  three  thou-  'S69* 
fend  janiflaries  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe 
compofed  the  land  forces  of  the  commander 
of  the  faithful.  By  his  orders  fifteen  large 
galKes,  containing  five  thoufand  janiflaries 
and  three  thoufand  artificers,  were  haftened 
to  Azof.  Thefe  veflels  were  a^lfo  laden  with 
the  provifions  of  the  atmy,  which,  on  the 
nnion  of  the  Nogais  and  the  Tatars  of  Grim, 
might  be  computed  at  more  than  eighty 
thoufand  fighting  men.  The  cavalry,  after 
a  feafonable  repofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Azof  had  recruited  their  exhaufted  ftrength^ 
procefeded  to  Aftrakan  ;  the  infantry  pitched 
tlieir  tents  near  the  river  Volga,  about  fixty 
miles  from  the  pon.     It "  was  on  this  fpot 

where 

»7  See  the  Hiftory  of  the  Growth  and  Decay  of  the  0th- 
man  Empire,  Lond.  1734*  chap.  v.  book  Hi.  p.  22Q.  Yet. 
this  future  fubjcdt  is  ignoraDt  or  choofes  to  forget  the  hoftile. 
and  fuccefsful  interruption  of  the  Ruffiansy  when  he  fays  in 
die  following  page :  *'  That  they  had  fcarce  finUhed  a  third 

part 
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the  two  rivers  fo  nearly  approached,  that 
they  were  to  dig  a  canal  fufficiently  deep  and 
capiLcious  for  the  reception  of  great  gallies. 
The  janifiaries  contributed  to  facilitate  the 
work.  The  canal  was  rapidly  forming  by 
their  united  labours,  when  fifteen  thoufand 
Ruilians/  under  the  orders  of  prince  Sere- 
brianoi^  abruptly  difturbed  and  defeated  the 
progrefs  of  their  defigns,  by  fpreading  devaft- 
ation  among  them. 

Their  cowardice  was  unknown  to  the  other 
part  of  theTurkifh  army  employed  at  the  fiege 
of  Aftrakan^  whofe  fufferings  were  deftined  to 
be  no  lefs  deplorable  than  unexpeSed.  The 
befieged  made  a  fudden,  defperate,  and  bloody 
fally ;  and  the  Turks  were  driven  back  with 
a  confiderable  lofs.  In  this  diilreiling  predi- 
cament, they  expeded  to  have  been  relieved 
and  encouraged  by  the  fuccours  of  the  other 
detachment  of  the  army,  but  from  this 
anxious  ftate  of  fufpenfe  they  were  finally 
removed  by  the  true  intelligence  of  their 
difafters.  Their  fubfiftence  hourly  dimi* 
niflied.  Inflead  therefore  of  the  vifionary 
hopes  of  a  conqueft,  they  entertained  only 
diie    ferious  thoughts   of  raifmg  the   fiege. 


part  of  the  channel  when  the  labourers  are  fo  infeftcd  with 
conftant  rains^  cold  Aormsy  and  want  of  provifions,  that 
many  pcrifliing  with  ficknefs  and  hunger,  are  forced  to  dcfift 
fmn  their  enterprtfe/' 

From 
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From  this  prudent  intention  they  were  how- 
ever unfortunately  diverted  by  the  perfuafions 
of  the  Tatars  to  throw  up  intrenchments, 
and  to  repofe  a  juil  reliance  on  them  for  an 
abundant  flock  of  provifions. 

But  a  feries  of  misfortunes  followed  their 
adherence  to   this  counfel.     The  Tatars,  in 
their  departure  to  fulfil  their  promifes,  were 
met,  engaged,  and  completely  deftroyed  by 
the  vindictive  Ruffians,     After  paffing  eight 
days  of  diftreffing  expedation  for  thefe  fup« 
plies,  they  learnt  the  actual  condition  of  the 
Tatars ;  deftitute  of  all  refources^  in  a  mo- 
ment of  defpair  the  mufTulmen  fet  fire  to 
their  intrenchmehts.     The  defponding  troopa 
were  then  directed  by  the  Tatars  in  their 
retreat.     But  of  this  laft  refource  they  were 
bereft  by  the  treachery  of  their  guides,  who, 
tobanifh  theapprehenfions  of  ilavery,enfnared 
them  into  deferts,  wild,  boundlefs  and  hor- 
rible.    Here  the  fcythe  of  famine  and  difeafe 
mowed  down  their  ranks  and  horfes.     After 
contending  a  month  with  thefe  intolerable 
hardOiips,  they  arrived  at  the  port  of  Azof, 
and  their    tattered   garments,   wan   counte- 
nances, and  thinned  numbers,  fully  befpoke 
their  pad  fufferings,  and  prefent  wretched- 
ncfs.     But  thefe  ftruggles  did  not  terminate 
their  mifery  ;   they  embarked,  and  even  the 
elements   warred  againft  them.     A  furious 

tempeft 
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tempeft  uneicpededly  arofe  atld  iwallowed 
up  the  greatell  part  of  the  vefTels  and  of  their 
living  burthen.  Seren  thoufand  men  could 
fcarcely  be  coUeded  from  the  relics  of  this 
flourifhing  army,  to  prefent  themfelves  to 
the  difappointed  fultan ".  Thus  were 
the  enemies  of  the  Czar  finally  funk  by 
the  powerful  hand  of  misfortune.  But 
the  luilre  of  thefe  external  profpe&s  it 
dimmed,  if  not  deadened,  by  his  barbarities 
at  Novgorod,  the  cradle  of  his  empire.  If  the 
hiftory  of  the  times  is  to  be  accredited,  this 
city  fell  by  the  execrable  reports  of  the 
Oprit(;hniki« 

But  in  commiferating  her  fate,  we  muft  not 
fail  to  remember  that  her  innocence  was 
tainted  with  the  foul  breath  of  fedition. 
The  ''allegiance  of  her  archbifhop  was  broken 
by  criminal  correfpondence  with  Sigifmond 
Auguflus,  and  a  long  lift  of  eminent  citizens 
were  doubtlefs  warped  to  the  views  of  their 
difloyal  primate.  Yet  Novgorod  was  too 
feverely  chaftened  by  the  rage  of  Ivan  for 
nourifhing  thefe  diftingui£hed  traitors  in  her 
bofom.     Under  the  firm  perfuafion  that  his 

i^  Both  Oderbom  and  R6atenfield$  relate  the  fatal  iflbe  <£ 
this  expedition.  But  the  narrative  of  one  is  confufed,  the 
other  uncircumftantial.  See  Joann.  Bafil  Vita.  lib.  ii.  p.  272. 
De  Rebus  Mofchoviticis,  lib.  i.  cap.  xii.  p.  67,  68* 

59  LeYefque»  torn*  iii*  p-  80|  81/  Le  Clerc>  torn*  S. 
p.  3»7t  3^»- 

unre-- 
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unrelenting  enemy  Sigifmond  had  feduced 
the  fidelity  of  his  fubjeas,  he  cruelly  refolved 
to  defeat,  for  ever,  the  proje<^a  of  his  rivals 
by  the  total  ruin  of  a  city,  fo  venerable  from 
her  antiquity,  and  once  fo  great  from  the 
extent  of  her  commerce.  By  the  orders  of 
their  inflexible  mailer,  the  f^ord  of  civil 
flaughter  was  firfl  unfheathed  by  a  band  of 
foldiers,  or  rather  ruffians,  vvho  advanced  a 
few  days  before  him,  and  darting  from  their 
preconcerted  ambufties  like  beads  of  prey, 
dyed  the  road  with  the  blood  of  innocent 
and  defencelefs  paffengers.  Thus  the  keen 
weapons  of  thefe  aflafTms  broke  off  all  com**- 
munication  between  Novgorod  andMofcow, 
and  as  they  were  too  accomplished  in  the 
trade  of  murder  to  fufTer  the  efcape  of  any 
traveller,  the  Novgorodians  faw  not  the  clouds 
which  produced  the  ftorm,  until  they  burft 
at  once  on  their  devoted  heads*  After  thefe 
terrific  preludes,  the  tyrant  himfelf  departed 
from  Alexandrova  Sloboda  with  the  eldefl: 
of  his  fons,  and  his  guards,  the  inexorable 
Opritchniki.  A  corps  of  Tatars  and  fome  1570. 
infantry  preceded  his  march :  they  (hed  a  tor* 
rent  of  blood;  and  the  market  towns  and 
▼iUages'proclaimed,  in  flames,  the  approach  of 
their  ferocious  monarch. 

In  rude  ages  and  under  the  reign  of  fuper- 
fiition,  how  often  alas !  has  the  altar  of  re- 
ligion 
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ligioh  and  revenge  been  worfiiipped  by  the 
fame  votary.  Ivan,  impatient  to  tafte  of  hu- 
man blood,  on  his  arrival  at  Novgorod,  did 
not  begin  his  work  of  carnage  until  mafs 
was  heard  in  the  church  of  Saint  Sophia  ^. 
The  rank  and  (ituation  of  the  archbiihop 
obliged  him  to  be  amongft  the  fir  (I  who 
welcomed  Ivan's  entrance  into  Novgorod. 
He  advanced  to  meet  him  with  the  crofs  in 
his  hands. 

"  Traitor,'*  exclaimed  the  Czar  in  all  the 
language  of  ungoverned  pafSon,  "  It  is  not 
the  crofs  which  fupports  your  hands,  but  a 
weapon  which  you  have  wielded  againft  me 
and  my  authority.  To  Sigifmond,  my  enemy, 
you  have  confpired  to  deliver  this  city ;  you 
who  ftyle  yourfelf  the  (hepherd  and  diredor  of 
the  people  j  but  the  name  of  wolf  and  robber 
would  be  more  fuitable  to  your  adions.*' 
When  this  fpeech  of  foul  reproach  was 
finiflied,  he  commanded  the  terrified  arch- 
bi(hop  to  repair  to  the  cathedral  for  the  ce- 
lebration of  mafs. 

After  the  fervice  he  partook  of  a  fump- 
tuous  entertainment,  at  the  archlepifcopal  pa- 
lace. The  angry  pafllon  of  his  foul  was  at 
firft  veiled  under  a  gloomy  filence  in  which 
the  confcious  Novgorodians  might  have  an- 

^^  Sab  pnetexta  religionis  confervandaej  be  came  to  Nor* 
gorod.     Guagniniy  p.  163. 

ticipated 
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ticipated  all  the  horrors  of  their  fate  j  while  in 
the  midft  of  this  mournful  banquet  the  arch- 
biihop  was  arrefted  and  inclofed  for  ever  in 
a  monaftery  *',  and  his  vaflals  of  vengeance 
fet  loofe  in  the  terrified  city.  But  the  moft 
horrible  part  of  the  tragedy  was  performed 
by  the  Czar  himfelf,  if  we  may  truft  the  bold 
aiTertion  of  a  contemporary  writer.  Pent  up 
in  an  inclofure,  the  magiftrates  and  principal 
inhabitants  awaited,  in  all  the  anguifli  of 
defpair,  the  fentence  of  their  implacable  ty- 
rant. The  Czar  and  his  fon  entered,  upon 
fiery  fteeds,  and  on  every  fide  aflailed  them 
by  the  forms  of  death ;  thofe  who  did  not 
immediately  perifh  by  the  wounds  of  their 
fpears,  were  moftly  trampled  to  death  by  the 
hoofs  of  their  horfes,  but  that  none  of  thefe 
iufierers  might  furvive  to  record  his  inhuman 
deeds,  he  fummoned  to  his  aid  the  Opritch- 
niki,  who,  frefli,  vigorous,  and  perfevering, 
foon  ended  the  maiTacre  uncompleted  by  the 
exhaufted  arms  of  Ivan  and  the  Czarovitz  *^* ; 
while  afterwards  with  all  the  coolnefs  of  reafon 

and 

•'  Odcrborn,  lib.  ii.  p.  285.  relates,  that  after  the  arch- 
Viiliop  was  carried  round  the  city  by  the  Czar's  commands^ 
demum  juffit  jugulari.  This  is  by  no  means  improbable ; 
but  this  writer  greatly  fails  in  gaining  our  confidence, 
from  his  feeking  every  occafion  to  blacken  the  character  of 
Ivan. 

'*  Donee  uterq^ie  anhelans  defatigaretur*  Guagnini, 
P-  i9i|  192.  Mark  the  horrible  exadncfs  of  the  tyrant's  or- 
ders; "  Irruite  in  hos  perfidos,  fccate,  diflecatc,  trucidate, 
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and  mildnefs  of  pardon  he  ordered  the  ice  of 
the  Volkhof,  on  which  Novgorod  ftarids, 
to  be  broken,  and  fome  hundreds  **  of  citizens 
to  be  thrown  headlong  into  their  watery 
grave. 

After  five  week's  flaughter  in  which  five- 
and-twenty  thoufand  men**  had  expired  be- 
neath his  oppreflion,  (ftrangc  to  relate !)  the 
Czar  began  to  feel  the  returning  fentiments 
of  humanity.  We  know  not  which  moft  to 
admire,  the  patience  of  the  vidlims,  or  the 
cruelty  of  their  deftroyer.  Novgorod  never 
again  recovered  her  former  fplendour,  but 
funk  into  the  infignificance  of  an  obfcure 
village,  after  the  thunders  of  Ivan  had  been 
hurled  againft  her  peace,  commerce,  and  po- 
pulation. 

With  a  heart  ftill  linfatiated  by  bloodfhed, 
the  defpot  reached  and  pafled  the  cities  of 
Plefkof  and  Tver,  in  his  return  to  Mofeow. 
The  timely  fubmiffion  of  the  firft  was  re- 


fteminemque  vivum  relinquite/'  Some  writers  have  been 
inclined  to  difbelieve  this  account  of  Guagnini  ;  but  the  tra- 
gical f;ite  of  the  citizens  of  Novgorod  is  unhappily  confirmed 
bf  too  many  authentic  teftimonies,  to  be  regarded  as  a  de- 
teftable  fi<5lion. 

*'  Guagnini,  p.  191.  •*  Deindfe  aHquot  cestena  homioum 
flumen  gelu  concrctum,  aquis  hnmerfi  ctobruti.'* 

^*  The  hatred  and  revenge  of  fome  writers  have  even 
magnified  the  amount  to  thirty  thoufand ;  but  the  moft 
carnivorous  appetite  may  befatisfied,  wefi^uld  tbint^  with 
five*and-twt&ty  thoufand^ 
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warded  by  the  milder  featetice  of  a  general 
confifcation,  and  the  execution  only  of  a  few 
monks,  who  had  enticed  the  people   to  the 
ftandard   of  rebellion.     Tver  however  was 
the  tranfcript  of  Novgorod  in  her  calamities'*'. 
But  after  his  return  to  Mofcow  %  where  he 
exefcifed  crimes  which  cannot  be  expatiated 
on  without  fhocking  the  feelings  of  a  refined 
age,  crimes  which  equal,  if  not  exceed  in 
variety  and  enormity, "'  the  ihfane  anions  of 

a  Domi- 

^  •'  Guagnlui  follows  the  Czar  in  his  route  of  deftruc- 
tion ;  and  it  is  not  his  fault,  if  we  do  not  obferve  his  def- 
picable  and  undiKinguifliing  revenge  ;  p.  190. 

*^  We  will  leave  the  reader  to  guefs  at  the  variety  and 
extent  of  his  cruelties  from  the  perufal  of  this  fentence : 
**  Tl^eetnHnobihs  Mojchvta  anltquijjimarufn  et  nobilt^marumfamiR* 
irmn  homna,**  after  tmdergoing  every  torture  which  ingeni- 
ous barbarity  could  derife,  were  all  delivered  at  the  fame 
titec  by  the  tyrant's  orders  into  the  butchering  hands  of  th^ 
Oprltchniki.  See  Guagnini,  p.  ioi. 

'Without  believing  that  he  ordered  men  and  women  to 
be  tied  to  fpitsand  roafted  alive  ;  fee  a  brief  Hi ftorical  Re- 
Utionof  the  Empir<*  of  Ruflla,  Lond.  1654,  P-4- ;  1  ^aU 
tranfcribe  a  paflage  frotii  Guagnini  of  his  brutal  and  licen- 
tious nature,  which  however  cannot  be  faithfully  tran- 
flatcd,  without  offending  the  modcfly  of  female  ears. 
Whenever  he  met  a  lady,  the  condudl  of  whofe  hulband  was 
difpleafmg  to  hihl,  «  tunc  earn  ex  curru  defcendere,  et  col- 
k>  teaus  pUdendA  detergere  jubet,  et  ttmdiu  Jlare  cogiiur^ 
*>nec  oihttes  fatellites,  equites,  aulici,  et  ipfe  magnus  dux 
PWeriant,"  p.  1S9.  If  our  learned  Elizabeth  had  perufed 
Ais  dtfgafting  paflage,  the  patient  fubmiffion  of  the  Ruffians 
woHld  have  (he^il  her,  that  her  oflPcr  was  ufclefs  of  an 
aiylum  to  him  and  his  family,  in  cafe  he  fiiouid  be  com- 
pelled to  defcend  from  the  throne  by  the  (Irong  arm  of  re- 
bellion, jdthoaf  h  h^  might  be  pleafed  to  a(k  for  one,  **  ft 
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a  Domitian,  Caligula,   or   Commodus,  the 
finewy_  arm  of  revenge  inflidled  on  hina  a 

blow 


quid  adverfi  fibi  acciderit."  Sec  Camdcni  Annalcs  Eliz. 
edit.  Hearn,  Lond.  1718,  vol.  ii.  p.  399.  Wcf  (hall  prc- 
fume  to  think,  that  the  taftc  and  curiofity  of  the  reader 
may  be  gratified  in  feeing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  (bel- 
ter promifed  by  the  generous  policy  of  Elizabeth^  (hould 
his  fubjedts  dare  to  think  and  adt  like  men. 

Cotton  MS.  Nero,  b.  xi.  p.  341. 

May,   1570. 
"  The  coppte  of  the  Rett's  Majeflie'i  Letter  to  the  Emperour 
ofRuJla, 

**  Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England* 
.  Fraunce,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  To  the 
moft  mightic  and  puiflant  Prince  our  dear  Brother,  Great 
Lord  Emperour,  and  Great  Duke  Ivan  Bafily  of  all  Ruflia, 
Voldameria,  Mufcovia,  Novogorodia,  Emperour  of  Cafantia^ 
Emperour  of  Aftracantia,  Lord  of  Plefcovia^  Great  Duke 
of  Smoleva,  Tueria,  Ugoria,  Perima,  Vatia,  Bolgaria,  and 
manie  other  Landes;  Lord  and  Great  Duke  of  Novogrodia  in 
the  lowe  countries,  Arningovia,  Renfbintia,  Polofcia,  Ro(^ 
covia,  Jaroflavia,  of  the  White  Lake  Ondorfna,  Obdorfia, 
Condnitia,  and  the  countries  of  the  north  partes,  and  of  all 
Siberia,  Lande  Commander  and  Lord  of  the  inheritaunce  of 
Livonia,  and  manie  other  countries  of  the  fouth-north-eaft 
and  well  belonging  to  his  Highnes,  his  heirs  and  fucceflburs^ 
grectinge,  healthe,  and  peace  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl. 

**  Whci^  we  have  by  other  our  lettres  delivered  to  your 
Highnes'  ambaffadour,  the  noble  perfoB  Andrew  Gregori- 
ivicke  Savlena,  made  aunfwere  to  the  greateft  part  of  foch 
fneJTages  and  lettres  as  the  faid  anibaffadour  declared  and 
brought  to  us,  we  have  thought  good  in  fome  fecreite  man* 
ner,  to  fend  your  Highnes,  for  a  manifeft  and  certaine  token 
of  our  good  will  to  yoUr  Highacs'  cftate  and  fuertyc,  this  eur 
fecrtt  lettre,  whereunto  none,  are  privie  befides  ourfolf  but 
our  moft  fecreite  councell,  wee  do  fo  regard  the  fvertie  of 
you  the  Emperour  and  Great  Duke,  as  we  offer  that  yf  at 
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blow  which  humbled  for  a  time  the  pride  of 
his  greatnefs*     In  the  midfl  of  this  remorfe- 

lefs 


aiiie  time  it  fo  mifiiappe  that  your  L.  our  brother  Empe- 
rour  and  Great  Duke  bee  by  anie  cafuall  chaunce  either  of 
fecnte  confpiracie  or  outward  hoftillitie  driven  to  change 
your  countries^  and  fhall  like  to  repaire  into  our  kingdome 
and  dominions,  with  the  noble  Emprefs  your  wife,  and  your 
dear  children  the  princes,  wee  fhall  with  fuch  honours  and 
curtefies  receive  and  intreate  your  Highnes  and  them  as  fiiall 
become  fo  great  a  prince; 

**  And  ihall  earnefllie  endeavour  to  make  all  thinges  fall 
out  accordinge  to  your  Majeftie's  defire,  to  the  free  and 
quiett  brccdinge  of  your  Highnes'  life,  with  all  thofe  whom 
you  ihall  bring  with  you :  And  that  it  maie  be  lawful  for 
you  the  Emperour  and  Great  Duke  to  ufe  your  Chriftian 
Religion  in  fuch  forte  as  it  fhall  like  you  :  for  neither  meane 
we  to  attempt  anie  thinge  to  oflFend  either  your  Majellie  or 
anie  of  your  people,  nor  intermeddle  anie  waies  with  your 
Highnes'  faith  and  religion,  nor  yet  to  feverre  your  Highnes* 
houfhold  from  you,  or  to  fuffer  anie  of  yours  to  be  taken 
from  you  by  violence. 

'*  Befides  wee  fhall  appointe  you  the  Emperour  and  Great 
Duke  a  place  in  our  kingdome  fitt  upon  your  own  charges,    341  b. 
as  longe  as  ye  fhall  like  to  remain  with  us. 

*'  And  yf  it  fhall  feeme  good  unto  you  the  Emperour  and 
Great  Duke  to  depart  from  our  countries,  wee  fhall  fuffer 
you,  with  all  yours,  quietlie  to  depart  either  into  your  em* 
pire  of  Mufcovia,  or  elfe  whither  it  fhall  beR  like  you  to  pafFe 
through  our  dominions  tmd  countries :  neither  fhall  we  anie 
wife  lett  or  ftaie  you,  but  with  all  offices  and  curtefies  let 
you  (our  deare  brother  Emperour  and  Great  Duke^  paife  into 
your  countrie  or  elfe  where  at  your  pleafure. 

"  This  wee  promife  by  virtue  of  thefe  our  lettres,  and  by 
t]ie  word  of  a  ChrifUan  Prince.  In  witnes  whereof,  and  for 
the  further  teftification  of  this  our  lettre,  wee  Queen  Eliza^ 
^th  ^  ftibfcribe  this  with  our  owne  hand,  in  the  prefence 
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lefs  and  offenfive  difplay  of  every  afl:  of 
wickednefs,  the  Swedes  became  again  the 
foes  of  Ruffia.  While  inftigated  by  his  diC. 
appointed  though  unfubdued  foe  the  King 
of  Poland  ^\  the  Crimean  Tatars  again  ha- 
zarded an  incurfion  into  Ruflia«  We  can 
only  fuppofe,  that  from  a  real  or  afie^led 
contempt,  fuch  a  temper  as  Ivan  fuffered 
,  thefe  barbarians  to  approach  his  capital, 
without  once  attempting  to  chaftife  their  pre- 
fumption.  But  whatever  caufe  may  be  af- 
cribed  for  this  iniaaivity,  wc  can  feel  no  he- 
fitation  in  prpnouncing  our  belief  of  thp  fin- 
cerity  of  his  grief  for  its  fatal  confequences* 

of  thefe  our  nobles  and  counccllor$;  Nicholas  Beacon,  Knight, 
Great  Chauncellor  of  our  realmc  of  England ;  William  Lord 
Parr ;  Lord  Marques  of  Northampton!  Knight  of  our  Or- 
der of  the  Garter;  HenrieEarlef  Arundell,  Knight  ©four faid 
Order;  Frauncis  Lord  RufTc]],  Earle  of  our  faid  Order  j 
Robert  Dudley,  Lord  of  Denbigh,  Earle  of  Lieceftcr,  Mailer 
of  our  Horfe,  and  Knight  of  the  fame  Order ;  Edward 
Lord  Cleaton  and  Say,  Lord  Admirall  of  England,  and 
Knight  of  our  faid  Order ;  William  Lord  Ha  ward  of 
Eflfeingham  j  Frauncis  Knolles,  Knight,  Tre/erour  of  our 
howfe  ;  James  Croft,  Knight,  Comptroller  of  our  faid  houft* 
William  Cicill,  Knight,  our  Principall  Secretarie ;  and  hauve 
alfo  thereto  hanged  our  privie  Seale,  promifingc  that  wee 
againft  our  common  enemies  (hall,  with  one  accord,  fight 
with  our  common  forces,  and  doe  evcrie  and  Angular  things 
mentioned  in  this  writing,  as  longc  as  God  fliall  lend  us  life, 
and  that  by  the  word  and  faith  of  a  Prince.  Given  at  our 
Honour  of  Hampton  Court,  the  xviij**  day  of  the  raoneth  of 
Maie,  in  the  xii'^  yerc  of  our  reigne,  and  in  the  yere  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  five  hundred  three  ftore  and  tenne." 
•*  Puflfcndorf,  Hift.  dc  PEurope,  torn.  iii.  p.  36a. 
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Their  firebrands  ••  Committed  the  fuburbs  to  1571- 
|]ame8,  and  a  furious  wind  fo  far  fpread  the 
fatal  piifchief,  that  it  reached  to  the  powder 
inagaziae,  the  explofion  of  which  deftroyed 
a  great  number  of  edifices.  The  flames  did 
not  ceafe  until  the  moft  confiderable  part  of 
the  city  w?is  reduced  into  afhes.  And  in  thi^ 
inemorable  conflagration  of  the  metropolis,  it 
is  aflSrmed,  that  above  an  hundred  thpufand 
inhabitants  either  perilhed  by  the  fire  or  by 
the  fword  of  the  Tatars  '^ 

''MofcDw  however  arofe  from  her  ruins 
with  additional  fplendour,  under  the  dirediion 
of  foreign  architeds,  which  the  liberality  of 
Ivan  had  invited  to  his  kingdom  ;  but  it  was 
a  poor  coiBpenfation  to  his  revenge  for  the 
deilruiStion  of  his   fubjeds  and   capital,  to 

*9  Levefquc,  torn.  iii.  p.  93.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  il.  p 
3)5.— -Thuanns  fays  in  his  Hiftoria  fui  temporis,  lib.  xlviii 
that  the  whole  was  aJmoft  deftroyed^  ''excepta  arce  principis 
quae,  lapide  flru6^a|  et  ampli  oppidi  inftar,  murU  cingebatui .  •' 

'*  Yet  our  countryman  Fletcher  exceeds  all  bounds  oi 
inodeiation»  when  he  fays  eight  hundred  thou/and  were 
deftroyed,  x)o^\yithftanfliQg  the  circumference  of  Mofcow 
was  thirty,  aqd  according  to  fome  writers  even  upwards  of 
fifty  Englifh  miles  in  circumference. 

7*  So  extenfive  already  was  the  commercial  intercourfc 
betwve^  fintdz  and  England,  that  the  latter  loft  by  the 
conflag^ration  of  Mofcow  above  one  hundred  thoufand  roubles. 
The  Czar  promifedthem  to  the  whole  amount ;  but>  like  many 
other  ibvereig^Sshewasnot  very  tenacious  of  his  word  when 
i^  interfered  with  his  xnterefK  See  Anderfon's  Hiftorical  an4 
Chronological  Dedudipn  of  the  Origin  of  Commerce,  vol.  ii. 
p.  137. 
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cut  off  the  ears,  nofes,  and  lips  of  the 
moft  diftinguiflied  in  the  embaffy  which  the 
vidorious  khan  had  fent  to  demand  a  tri- 
bute, and  to  difmifs  them  in  this  mutilated 
condition  to  their  matter,  with  the  charge, 
that  they  fliould  prefent  to  him  a  hatchet  for 
the  tribute  which  he  fo  prefumptuoufly  de- 
manded. But  the  Czar  moft  trembled  per- 
haps when  he  affedted  to  difregard  every  fen- 
fation  of  fear.  The  enraged  khan  entered 
Ruffia,  and  from  the  ftrength  of  his  army 
expedled  to  have  dragged  this  offender  from 
his  throne,  who  difgraced  his  rank  and  him- 
felf  by  a  precipitate  flight  to  Novgorod.  His 
prudence  however  appointed  Mikhail  Voro- 
tinlki  his  guardian  and  avenger.  At  the  head 
of  a  numerous  army  this  prince  met  and  enga- 
ged the  khan.  To  abbreviate  the  uniform  t?Je 
of  (laughter,  we  fliall  obferve,  that  his  revenge 
for  the  late  horrible  fate  of  his  country  was 
in  fome  degree  fatisfied  by  the  rout  of  their 
army,  the  death  of  one  of  the  fons  of  the 
khan,  the  capture  of  the  other,  and  the  pof- 
feflion  of  their  tents,  baggage,  and  principal 
ftandard. 

A  peace  with  the  Tatars,  and  a  truce  of 
three  years  with  Poland,  quieted,  for  a  time^ 
the  mind  of  Ivan,  and  enabled  him  to  carry 
Qn  a  doubtftil  and  bloody  war  with  Sweden 
with  ntioire  force  and  adivity,  until  a  fr^fl^ 

combatant 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  249 

combatant  ftarted  up  to  moleft  his  declining 
years.  The  imaginary  projefts  of  his  old 
rival  Sigifmond,  in  the  following  year  after 
this  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  were  terminated  in 
the  grave.  But  they  were  ripened  into  folid  isjt^ 
fuccefs,  by  the  aftivity  and  perfeverance  of 
the  renowned  Stephen  Battori  ^*.  This  prince, 
no  lefs  gallant  than  politic,  was  tempted 
to  point  .his  ftrength  at  Ruflia,  from  the 
defire  of  annexing  Livonia  to  his  crown, 
and  from  the  pcrfuafions  of  Magnus  duke  of 
Holftein,  who  at  firft  had  received  from  Ivan 
the  vain  title  of  king  of  Livonia,  of  *kinC-  157*1 
man  from  marriage,  and  afterwards  the  name 
of  traitor,  on  his  refufal  to  admit  him  into 
the  town  of  Kokenhaufen. 

^'  Before  he  indulged  in  a  fpirit  of  rapine  >579' 
and  bloodfhed,  he  demanded  from  Ivan  the 
reftitutions  of  his  conquefts  in  Lithuania  and 
in  Livonia.  The  refufal  of  the  Czar  was  ac- 
companied with  an  equally  prepofterous  claim 
of  Courland.  From  a  wifh  perhaps  of  ex- 
citing the  irritable  temper  of  the  Czar,  by 

,  7*  The  eledlionof  the  nngratefii]  diilce  of  Angou  cannot 
be  called  a  reign»  whofe  flight  from  Cracow  to  receive  the 
«it>wn  of  France*  is  called  by  that  ievere  judge  of  kings,  the 
impartial  Bayle,  **  le  chofe  du  monde  la  plus  honteufe*** 
See  his  Di^ionnaire  Hiftorique  6c  Critique,  Article  Henri 
III. 
7^  Le  Clerc,  torn*  ii.  p.  3434 
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ibme  aft  of  violence  ^\  which  fhould  furnifli 
him  with  the  faired  pretence  of  commencing 
his  ravages  in  Ruffian  he  difpatched  an- 
other deputy  to  Ivan  with  frefli  though  per- 
haps not  more  reafonable  propofals.  A  prifon, 
inftead  of  an  audience,  was  the  refult  of  this 
vifit.  All  hopps  of  ^ccommods^tion  being 
done  ayray  qy  this  a£fc»  the  kiq^  of  Poland 
prppfu-ed  tq  encounter  the  formidabile  Ivan  ; 
and  his  firft  fteps  were  trod  with  fuccefs  and 
prudence.  He  not  only  retook  Polotlk,  the 
ppflfeffion  of  which  had  been  To  much  coveted 
by  the  Czar,  but  dextroufly  formed  a  league 
with  the  kipg  of  Sweden,  in  whjch  they  fti- 
pulated  to  fiftacjc  feparately  their  common 
enemy,  and  to  prefefye  the  acquifuipns 
which  thpy  expedled  tq  obtain  from  the 
chance  of  war,  and  their  powerful  eiForts  ^^ 
1580.  The  Swedes  difcomfited  the  troops  of  the  Czar, 
and  feized  with  a  ftrong  hand  Kexholm,  in 
Carelia,  and  feveral  other  towns  in  Efthonla. 
The  arms  of  Battori  were  equally  terrible 
and  fuccefsfuL  Such  an  uninterrupted  train 
of  good  fortune  alarmed  the  intrepid  foul  of 
Ivan,and  wedifcern  at  once  the  apiplitude  of  his 

^^  If  we  may  believe  the  proclamation  of  Battori,  his  am* 
bafladors  were  robbed  of  their  mod  precious  valuables,  and 
their  horfes  cut  up  in  their  fight  by  the  commands  of  t;he 
favage  and  paiHonate  Czar.  See  Edidtum  Regis  ad  MiUtcs 
de  Bello  in  M.  Mofcoviae  Discern  fufcepto.  Col.  1586* 

^5  Puffcndorf,  Hift.  dp  I'Europc,  torn.  iii.  p.  389. 
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fears,  by  his  extraordinary  meafure  of  diffi- 
mulation  and  craft  to  relieve  them.  This 
zealous  and  orthodox  adirocate  for  the  Greek 
religion,  this  violent  foe  to  the  Catholic  ^^ 
church,  condefcended  to  difpatch  a  fpecial 
meflenger  to  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  who,  in  the 
name  of  his  fubmiflive  mafter,  complained 
of  the  enterprizes  of  the  Pole,  and  conjured 
the  pontiff  to  inftil  into  the  mind  of  this 
ambitious  prince  a  more  genuine  love  for  the 
peaceful  dodrines  of  Chriftianity  '^  What 
an  undefigned  compliment  does  the  haughty 
Czar  of  Ruffia  pay  the  charadter  of  his  ene- 
my by  fuch  a  requeft.  In  the  eyes  of  pofte- 
rity  this  confeffion  forms  the  nobleft  pane-! 
gyric  op  the  charafter  of  Stephen.  The 
afpiriog  fucceflbrs  of  St  Peter  had  always  be- 
held, with  the  figh  of  regret  and  avarice,  the 
vaft  empire  of  Ruffia  removed  from  their  fpi- 
ritual  jurifdiaion.  The  fubtle  Gregory  was 
too  converfant  in  the  maxims  of  his  prede- 
cefFors,  to  negleft  for  a  moment  fo  great 
an  object  of  papal  attention.  To  forward  his 
fclfifh  aims,  he  fent  to  this  heretical  court 
the  Jefuit  Poffevin,  a  prieft  well  verfed  in 
all  the  intricate  labyrinth  of  his  overween- 
ing order,  and  confequently  pofleffing  every 
quality    of   infmuation     and    perfeverance, 

'^  Le  Clerc,  tom.ii.  p.  344* 

This 
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This  fit  delegate  of  Rome  was  commiffioned 
to  negociate  a  peace  between  the  two  con- 
tending courts,  and  chiefly  to  exhauft  every 
artifice  of  intrigue  to  introduce  the  Latin 
rituals  in  Ruffia.  But  in  this  laft  purfuit  the 
ftubborn  tempers  of  the  people  blafted  the 
growing  hopes  of  the  holy  fee  ''.  PoGcvia 
firft  direfted  his  fteps  to  the  king  of  Poland; 
but  this  prince  wifely  refufed  to  hearken 
to  all  overtures  of  accommodation,  unlefs 
the  Czar  confented  to  cede  the  whole  of  Li- 
vonia, feveral  towns  of  Ruffia,  and  to  reim- 
burfe  him  for  the  expences  of  the  war. 

^*With  thefc  degrading  propofitions,  the 
Jefuit  departed  for  Staritfa,  the  temporary 
rcfidence  of  the  monarch.  In  his  progref$ 
to  this  place,  the  ambaflador  of  Gregory  was 
treated  with  extraordinary  honours.  An 
efcort  of  infant  boyars,  under  the  command 
of  a  nobleman  of  fuperior  rank,  received  him^ 

77  «« Ivan  the  Terrible,"  fays  Mr.  Tookc  in  a  note  of  his  Hif- 
tory  of  Ruffia,  vol.  i^  p.  382,  **  gave  the  papal  ambaflador^ 
who  had  been  talking  to  him  a  great  deal  in  favour  of  his 
fubmiifion  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  for  anfwer ;  *  I  am  Ivan^ 
Czar  of  Ruflia«  and  king  of  feveral  kingdoms,  which  God 
has  given  me  through  my  anceftors,  and  1  cannot  compre- 
hend how  any  mortal  can  aflume  the  right '  to  difpofe  of  my 
empire  and  kingdoms  that  belong  to  others."  It  woul4 
have  profited  much,  in  thefe  days,  the  realm  and  family  of 
other  princes,  if  they  had  copied  the  potuical  dtdnejs  of  thU 
barbarian.' 

7*  Antonii  Poifeviui  Mofcovia>  Antw*  1589,  p.  32,  35 
34»  35- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  253 

on  the  frontier  I  with  them  alfo  came  a 
Priftaf:  the  name  of  this  oflScer  is  derived 
from  his  peculiar  employment,  to  attend  the 
ambafladors,  to  fatisfy  and  to  prevent  their 
wants,  to  fupply  their  table,  to  fuperintend 
their  houfehold,  and,  above  all,  to  watch 
with  a  cautious  eye  over  their  moft  trivial 
proceedings.  In  the  train  of  this  fervant  of 
the  court,  followed  feveral  horfes  richly  ca- 
parifoned  for  the  Jefuit  and  his  principal  at- 
tendants. Sixty  domeftics  of  the  royal 
palace  were  ordered  to  ferve  him :  a  falute 
of  artillery  greeted  his  arrival  at  Novgorod 
and  Smoleitfk ;  and  the  bifhops  were  charged 
to  treat  him  with  every  mark  of  refpe£i  du- 
ring his  ftay  in  their  cities.  On  his  approach 
to  Staritfa,  he  pafled  through  a  long  line  of 
the  Strelitzes,  whofe  filent  order  and  fplendid 
clothing  "  revealed  the  difcipline  and  magni- 
ficence of  their  auguft  raafter.  In  the  court 
of  the  palace,  and  in  the  apartments,  were 
ranged,  according  to  their  refpedive  degrees, 
the  Boyars  and  Dvorians,  attired  in  £uperb 
habits  of  gold. 

A  nobleman  of  the  firfl:  di{lin£kion,  and  a 
fecretary  of  ftate,  ulhered  him  even  to  the 

'•  We  read  in  the  firft  volume  of  HacWuyt's  Voyages, 
p-  250.  that  the  armour  and  accoutrements  of  the  meaneft 
ibldier  were  gilded  or  elfe  adorned  with  iiik  :  ai^  there  is  no 
r€afon  to  fuppofe  there  was  any  diminution  of  thcfc  oma* 
nents  en  this  important  occafion. 

centre 
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centre  of  the  grand  ftair-cafe.  He  thed 
beheld  the  illuftrioiis  Czar  and  his  Ton ;  bofh 
princes  prefented  their  hands  to  hini,  and 
Ivan  even  gracioiifly  laid  afide  the  pomjJ  of 
fupreme  power,  and  conferred  on  him  the 
honour  of  an  invitation  to  the  royal  tabids 
But  the  hopes  of  a  peace,  to  promote  which 
falutary  meafure  the  jefuit  had  alone  been 
'  honoured  with  fuch  dlftingiiifhed  notice, 
flowly  thrived  under  his  aufpices,  until  the 
Swedes^  led  on  by  their  accomplifhed  general 
Pontus  de  la  Gardie,  had  carried  by  aflkult 
the  city  of  Narva,  where  he  put  to  the  fword 
feven  thoiifand  Ruffians,  and  planted  his  ftan- 
dard  of  vidlory  on  the  walls  of  Ivah-Gorod 
and  Vittenftein '°,  and  carried  his  ravages 
even  to  the  gates  of  Novgorod  *'.  Jealous  of 
fuch  fuperior  advantages,  and  fearful  that  his 
fiiccefsful  confederate  would  aim  at  higher 
exploits^  Battori  prudently  wavdd  fome  of 
his  moft  rigorous  conditions,  and  ligned^  iti 
the  commencement  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  eighty-two,  a  fafc  and  ho- 
nourable peace  with  Ruffia,  by  which  he 
purchafcd  the  productive  territory  of  Livonia, 
while  he  cohfented  to  recede  from  his  former 
demands  of  indemnification,  and  to  reftore  the 

■•  PuflFendorf,  Hift.  de  i'Enrbpe,  torn.  xif.  l^*  390,  391 1 
totn.  ii.  p.  hf-S. 

»'  Levcfquc^  torn.  lii.  p.  109,  tttf-^ti4.  See  alfo  Rerum 
poft  captam  Polociam  contra  Mofchum  gefUnim  Ntf  ratio. 
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places  in  Ruilia  which  his  arms  had  obtained* 
About  the  fame  time  the  Crimean  Khan  ob- 
tained his  fafety  by  a  peace  with  Ruffia  j  1582* 
while  the  following  year,  the  Swedifti  prince 
liilened  to  the  voice  of  reafon,  and  concluded 
a  truce  with  Ivan  for  three  years,  after  the 
ardour  of  his  troops  had  languiihed  at  the 
fiege  of  Orecheck,  and  the  danger  hourly 
increafed  of  an  open  rupture  with  Poland. 

But  his  enemies  would  never  have  perceived 
thefc  traits  of  conceffion  in  the  charadler  of 
Ivan,  had  ndt  his  boundlefs  prefumption  and 
inflexible  firmnefs  been  utterly  fubdued  by 
the  lofs  of  public  happinefs,  and  private  re- 
pofe.  Under  the  influence  of  a  pafRon  which 
equally,  on  the  flighteft  or  greateft  provbca- 
lion,  leaves  men  neither  matters  of  their  rea-, 
fon  nor  adions,  this  wretched  prince  and 
father  gave  the  death  blow  to  his  beloved 
fon,  whofe  perfonal  merit  is  faid  to  have 
been  deferving  of  the  afFediions  and  efteem 
of  the  people*  The  fatal  efFcd  of  this  inftanee 
ef  anger  has  been  fo  varioufly  related,  that 
in  the  confufion  of  oppofite  accounts  we  a^ 
mod  lofe  the  fober  afpedl  of  truth* 

When  age  had  debilitated  the  ruling  arm 
of  Itan,  and  fortune  continued  favourable  to 
a  confederacy  maintained  by  courage  and 
ability,  fome  of  the  principal  boyars  artfully 
excited  the  ][)£opIe  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the 

Czar 
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Czar  for  the  ungracious  purpofe  of  placing 
his  fon  at  the  head  of  the  army.  Exafperated 
at  this  infuhing  requeft,  the  chief  abettors 
of  this  advice  were  puniflied  with  death,  and 
on  the  next  day  the  indignant  monarch  ap- 
peared without  his  guards,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  wondering  crowd  divefted  him- 
felf  of  the  crown  and  the  robe,  thofe  enfigns 
of  majefty.  "  Prefent  this  robe,"  exclaimed 
the  Czar,  in  a  manly  though  perhaps  too 
oftentatious  a  tone  of  dignity,  "  to  one  who 
is  my  fuperior  in  attention  and  fagacity  to 
the  public  affairs,  to  whofe  demands  you 
will  pay  a  more  prompt  and  cheerful  obe- 
dience. In  me  you  behold  the  conqueror 
of  Livonia,  Kazan,  Aftrakan,  and  of  the 
Turks.  I  have  dedicated  my  whole  life  to 
promote  the  glory  and  to  affert  the  inde- 
pendence of  my  kingdom ;  and  now  you 
l^ifh  my  refignation  as  an  acceptable  tefti-. 
mony  of  your  fidelity  and  attachment  for 
my  extraordinary  fervices."  During  this  ad- 
drefs,  the  people  melted  into  tears  and  ftood 
in  a  refpedful  filence  waiting  the  conclufion 
of  this  ftrange  occurrence  ;  when  the  cour- 
tiers wifely  anfwered  this  harangue  with  the 
flattering  accents  of  loyalty  and  zeal,  and  the 
applauding  {houts  of  the  people  proved  to 
him  that  in  his  old  age  he  was  not  the  objeft 
of  their  hatred  or  contempt.     With  contrite 

hearts 
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Kearts  and  bended  knees  his  fubjed:s  implored 
him  to  aiTume  once  more  his  regal  orna- 
ments. "  I  fhall  only  ufe  them,"  he  fternly 
replied,  **  'to  punifli  the  authors  of  this 
foul  confpiracy." — Then  turning  to  his  fon 
with  a  look  that  painted  all  the  rifmg  anger 
of  his  foul,  "  Art  thou,"  faid  the  haughty 
prince, "  that  abandoned  wretch  who  wouldft 
invite  my  faithful  people  to  rebellion  ?  Is  it 
thou,  who  wouldft  deftroy  a  father  and  occupy 
his  throne  ? — But  fuch  unparalleled  treachery 
and  injuftice  fhall  not  go  unrewarded ;  and 
fmce  thy  unnatural  heart  has  ceafed  to  re- 
member the  ties  of  allegiance  and  love,  in 
punifliing  thy  offence,  I  fhall  lay  afide  the 
tendernefs  of  the  parent,  and  fubftitute  in  its 
place  the,  rigid  equity  of  the  fovereign,  againfl 
the  traitor  of  his  country.  Truft  me,  un- 
happy youth,  in  thy  fentence  fhall  be  con- 
veyed a  lafting  inftrudion  for  fons  to  refpedt 
their  fathers,  when  they  are  moft  oppreffed 
by  the  darts  of  misfortune."  The  royal 
Ivan,  deeply  wounded  at'  thefe  unjuftifiable 
reproaches,  threw  himfelf  at  his  father's  feet 
to  vindicate  his  innocence.  In  that  fatal 
moment  the  Czar,  deprived  of  his  reafon  by  a 
fudden  burft  of  paffion,  gave  him  a  blow  on 
his  head,  of  which  the  young  prince  only 
lingered  a  few  days.  Such  was  the  nature 
of  the    guilt  which   deftroyed  the   fon   of 

S  Ivan, 
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Ivan,  according  to  the  authority  of  Oder- 
born". 

•^  But  if  we  confult  another  and  pro- 
bably more  authentic  writer,  the  jefuit  Pof- 
fevin,  he  will  inform  us  that  the  death  of 
that  unfortunate  prince  muft  be  afcribed  to 
a  very  different  caufe.  Among  a  people  fo 
deeply  tinged  with  the  aufterity  of  monadic 
ideas  as  the  Ruffians  of  thefe  times,  and  fo 
far  removed  from  a  flate  of  high  civilization, 
we  cannot  expert  to  find  their  harfli  natures 
indulgent  to  the  fmallefl  imperfedions  of  the 
female  fex.  Capricious  fafhion  had  prefcribed 
to  thofe  ladies,  in  whofe  breafls  was  fuppofed 
to  refide  the  virtue  of  chafWty,  to  wear  three 
robes,  more  or  lefs  weighty  in  proportion  to 
the  rigour  or  mildnefs  of  the  feafon.  While 
to  be  feen  in  one  only  was  confidered  as  an 
infringement  on  the  rules  of  decency,  fmce 
the  under  garment,  either  from  its  fhanpc  or 
lightnefs,  gave  ample  fcope  for  the  fenfes  to 
be  inflamed  with  the  ardour  of  defire.  It 
happened  that  the  wife  of  the  Czarovitz,  ad- 

**  **  QooDiam  igitiir  tu  tn  patre  principcm  Mofchorum  qcmi 
agnofcisy  «go  quoque  principcm  me  magts,  quam  patrem 
indicaboy  ftatuamque  in  te  excmplo^  ne  quis  podhac  infelicibus 
miftrilf  parentum  illadat.''  Joann.  Bafil.  Vita,  lib.  lit.  p.  }to. 
The  reader  will  perceive  we  iiave  taken  fome  flight  libertict 
with  this  fpeech.  See  alfo  Williams's  Ruilia»  p.  43»  44^  aad 
Lacombe,  p.  5 1,52. 

'^  Ant.  Poflev.  MofcoT.  p.  it,  19. 
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vanced  in  her  pregnancy,  and  compelled  to 
trangfefs  the  laws  of  female  delicacy,  from 
her  burthenfome  fituation,  was  furprifed  by 
the  Czar  in  her  apartment,  lying  on  a  b^nch 
attired  only  in  a  (ingle  garment.     In  rifing 
to  extenuate  her  offence,  his  unmanly  rage 
ftruck  her  with  a  ftaff  which  he  always  car- 
ried.     The   flirill   outcries    of  the  princefs 
reached  her  youthful  hulband  ;  on  the  wings 
of  love  he  flew  to  her  relief;  while  in  this 
fcene  of  reproach  and  contention  the  furious 
father  gave  him  a  blow  on  the  head  which 
was  mortal.     Thus  periflied  a  prince  over 
whofe  untimely  bier,  hiftorians,  in  pity  to 
his  misfortunes,  have  profufely  fcattered  the 
rofes   of  every   virtue,  without  recolle^ing 
that  the  man  who  could  a£t  fo  cruel  a  part 
in  the  butcheries  of  Novgorod,  could  never 
be  praifed  by  impartial  judges  for  a  fuper- 
^uous  difplay  of  humanity  or  juftice. 

But  though  the  caufe  of  his  death  is  fo 
diflferently  affigned  by  writers,  yet  all  agree 
that  the  crime  went  not  unpuniflied.  Incon« 
folable  for  the  death  of  his  murdered  fon^ 
his  courtiers  could  with^  difficulty  prevail  oa 
Ivan  to  accept  of  nourilhment  ;  and  for  fe« 
veral  days  his  tribulation  of  mind  did  not 
permit  him  to  change  his  drefs.  His  **  nights 
were  tormented  by  the  (lings  of  a  guilty 

»♦  Ant.  Poffcv.  Mofcov.  p.  51. 

S  2  con- 
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confclence  *',  and  in  the  paroxyfms  of  defpair 
he  longed  to  pradife  the  humble  funftions 

1583.  of  a  monk.  The  reduced  coffers  of  the  pa- 
triarchs of  Conftantinople  and  Alexandria** 
were  enriched  with  the  donations  of  his  per- 
turbed heart,  and  fuch  was  the  deep  impref- 
fion  of  his  grief,  that  during  the  fhort  remain- 
der of  his  days  he  could  never  hear  the  name 
of  his  beloved  fon  without  the  tears  of  re- 
pentance trickling  down   his  aged  cheeks; 

1584,  in  the  following  year  death  relieved  him 
from  the  pains  of  his  mind  and  body,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  March,  after  a  reign  of  fifty 
years,  and  in  the  fifty-fourth  of  his  life  '^ 

The  charadier  of  this  prince  has  been  va- 
rioufly  tranfmitted  to  us  by  men  inimical  to 
tyranny,  fchooled  in  calumny,  and  Ikilful  in 
adulation.  We  may  therefore  ftrike  out  fome 
degree  of  truth  by  the  confrontation  of  their 
different  accounts.  He  was  gifted,  in  a  fur- 
prifing  degree,  with  that  vigour  of  mind  and 
body  which  qualify  men  for  great  and  ar- 
duous undertakings.     When  we  call   to  re- 

•'  Yet  if  we  may  place  confidence  in  the  author  of  a  Brief 
Htdorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruflxa,  his  penitence  did 
not  contribute  to  ftop  the  current  of  his  ufual  cruelty  :  for 
behind  his  pillow  was  found  a  note  which  fentenced  fcven- 
teen  perfons  to  death,  p.  4. 

■^  Jacobus   Reutcnfelds  fpecifies   the  amount  of  his  re- 
pentant donation  ;  "  feptuagintafeptem  aureorum  nummxim 
millia  ad  patriarchas  Condantinopolltanum  et  Alezaadria- 
num/'  &c.  De  Rebus  Mofcor.  1.  i«  cap.xii.  p.  66. 
'  Lc  ClerCf  *tom.  ii.  p.  352. 
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membrance  the  greatnefs,  the   variety,  and 
fuccefs  of  his  meafures,  he  poflefles  ftrong 
claims  to  the  appellation  of  a  great  mind. 
When   we  confider  his  monftrous  tyranny, 
the   wildeft  pyrrhonifm    cannot   record  his 
name   as  a  bright  example  of  moderation, 
clemency,  and  juftice.      We  entertain  not 
the  wifh    to  foften  the  black  {hades  of  his 
crimes  with  the  varnifli  of  partiality :  but 
the  truth  of  hiftory  muft  obferve,  that  his 
horrible  vices  feem  more  to  be  the  efFedls  of 
paffion  than  of  a  depraved  growth  of  nature  ; 
in  his  features  of  extortion,  violence,  cruelty, 
and  diffimulation,  a  difcerning  eye  will  per- 
ceive a  clofe  refemblance  with  Louis  XL  of 
France  '*;  in  found  judgment,  untutored  force 
of  intelled:,  and  arbitrary  maxims  of  admini- 
ftration,  he  might  be  paralleled  with  William 
theConqueron  The  incidents  ofhis  reign  con- 
tributed to  reprefent  his  defeds  (which  was 
not  neceflary)  in  a  more  ftriking  light ;  im- 
pelled to  cruelties  by  feeing  the  whole  ma^ 

'*  In  Hackluyt's  Voyages,  v®l.  i.  p.  457.  we  read  that 
Elizabeth  greatly  ftrengthened  her  intereft  with  Ivan  by  her 
fending  into  his  dominions  Dr.  Jacob,  a  phyfician  of  great 
fls^ill  and  eminence.  Wc  arc  ignorant  whether  Ivan's  ap- 
prehenfions  of  death  and  the  policy  of  this  fon  of  ^fculapius 
enabled  him  to  cxercife  that  domineering  fway,  and  to  ob- 
tain tliofe  yaluable  donations  from  his  guilty  fears,  as  the 
artful  phyfician  Jacques  Co<aier  did  from  the  tyrant  Louis ; 
^d  which  is  fo  admirably  told  by  that  pleafing  and  faithful 
hiftorian  Comiacs.  See  his  Memoirs,  a  Lyon,  JS59»  1*^*  v*« 
p.  177. 
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chine  of  his  government  in  danger  of  being 
torn  into  pieces  by  his  rebellious  fubjeds,  he 
fent  forth,  to  perfecutc  and  to  deftroy,  that 
abhorred   legion  of  informers,  the  Opritch- 
niki.     While  the  remembrance  of  what  he 
had  endured  in  his  childhood,  from  the  ty^- 
rannical  afts  of  the  boyars,  who  were  at  that 
time  bound    to  aflift  him  by  every  tie  of 
fidelity  and  honour,  did  not  ferve  to  mitigate 
his  hatred  and  fufpicion  of  them,  when  his 
youthful  and  adventurous  courage  burft  and 
fcvenged  the  fetters  of  domeftic  opprefTion. 
There  were  fome  traits  in  his  charaderfo 
low  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  atrocious,  that 
they  cannot  ever  be  numbered  in  the  me- 
morable crimes  of  an  intrepid  tyrant.    Not 
content  with  abufing  the  rights  of  men  in  his 
elevated  rank  of  judge,  he  could  meanly  dc- 
fcend  to  beconae  the  executioner  of  his  vic- 
tims *^  i  he  could  endow  the  monaftcries,  and 
at  the  fame  time  rob  the  widow  and  orphan 
of  their  fcanty  pittance ;  he  could  proftratc 
himfelf  before  the  ftirine  of  fome  reputed 
faint,  and  at  the  next  moment  fan^tion  the 
performance  of  the  moft  unwarrantable  mur- 
der j  while  the  inner  recefles  of  his  palace 

••  It  is  ^th  grc4t  juftice  that  Ghantreau  calls  him  **• 
plus  ingcnieu?  bourreau  qui  fe  foit  affis  fur  Ic  troDed< 
Ruffed."  See  Voyage  Philofophique,  Polirique,  ct  Litcnir 
fait  en  Ruffic,  pendant  les  annees  17S8  et  1789 ;  a  Kamboi 
1794,  toxn.i,  p.  12(5. 
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were  polluted  with  fuch  Infamous  crimes 
and  brutifli  plcafures  ^\  as  cannot  be  faith- 
fully delineated  without  betraying  a  manifeft 
indecorum  of  character. 

Ignoranc  of  letters,  and  unacquainted  with 
fcience,  his  noble  attempts  to  infufe  a  tindure 
of  learning  into  the  uninformed  minds  of  his 
countrymen  call  for  our  warmeft  tribute  of 
praife.     It  nuy  appear  extraordinary  that  a 
prince  fo  ftern  and  haughty  in  his  deport- 
ment, fo  fevere  and  fullen  in  his  manner, 
fo  jealous,  tyrannical,  and  vindidive,  ihould 
poflfefs  even  to  the  laft  that  heft  reward  of  a 
virtuous  prince,  the  efteem  and  afFeftions  of 
his  people.     But  the  fplendour  of  his  con-^ 
quells  and  perfonal  valour  attrafted  the  vul- 
gar eye,  and  perhaps  it  is  no  deviation  from 
truth    to   fay,  that    the    Ruffians   were    fo 
thoroughly  moulded  to  every  fpecies  of  fer- 
vitude,  that  their  degenerate  natures  were 
alike  willing  to  extol  their  prince,  when  he 
either  appeared  as  the  father  or  the  fcourge 
of  his  country. 

When  hiftory  is  con  drained  to  follow  the 
viftorious  career  of  a  prince  whofe  adtions, 

••  If  the  reader  wirties  to  be  introduced  into  the  royal 
chambeFy  he  cannot  choofe  a  better  mafter  of  the  ceremonies 
than  Guagnini't  or  Levefque,  both  of  whom  will  draw  his 
attention  to  fuch  lights  as  may  terrify,  amaze,  and  confound 
him.  Mofcovix  Defcriptio,  p.  183—206.  Hift.  dc  RuffiCf 
tomJii.  p.  170^-18?. 
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in  moft  refpedls,  proclaim  him  uncivilized, 
{he  treads' in  a  rugged  path,  and  her  vefture 
is  bloody.  To  obferve  therefore  the  firft 
dawnings  of  fcience  and  literature  which 
were  to  iliine  with  fuch  glory  on  the  revolu- 
tions of  Peter  the  Great,  and  the  fecond 
Catharine,  may .  turn  the  attention  of  the 
reader  from  thofe  fanguinary  events  fo  eflen- 
tially  connefted  with  Ruffian  hiftory,  and 
prefent  to  his  view  a  fpeftacle  not  altogether 
undeferving  of  his  notice. 

The  firft  grand  objedl  in  the  mifcellaneous 
tranfadions  of  this  reign  is,  the  conqueft  of 
Siberia  ^';  from  whofe  veins  flow  the  ftreams 
of  endlefs  wealth  into  the  heart  of  the  Ruf- 
fian empire.  By  the  acceffion  of  this  im- 
menfe  province,  firft  made  known  to  Ruffia 
by  private  opulence  **,  (he  obtained  an  extent 
of  territory  never  before  acquired  by  any 
other  nation.  But  this  new  edifice  of  Ruffian 
power  was  not  completed  during  the  life  of 
Ivan ;  it  was  referved  for  his  fucceffi^rs  to 
yaife  it  to  its  prefent  (hape  of  greatnefs. 

''  Wc  cannot  call  the  ftragglmg  expedition  of  the  Ruf- 
fians againd  the  barbarous  inhabitants  of  Igur,  under  the 
reign  of  Ivan  III.,  the  difcovery  or  conqueft  of  Siberia; 
as  fcarcely  any  memory  of  it,  much  lefs  advantage,  prevailed 
in  the  weak  and  fa<5lious  reign  of  his  fucceffor. 

•*  For  the  hiftorical  part,  fee  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  1 14 — 
X50.  Le  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  401—409.  and  Coxc's  Ruflian 
Difcoveries,  p.  275—297. 
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To  enumerate  fome  of  the  principal  pro- 
dudions  of  this  Peru  of  Ruffia,  will  be  no 
great  aberration  from  the  defign  of  this  work. 
This  country,  which  boails  of  rich  furs  now 
refufed  ^^  to  the  reft  of  the  earth,  fhuts  up 
in  her  icy  entrails  the  dead  bodies  of  ele- 
phants, whofe  teeth  alone  form  a  valuable 
branch  of  trade.  Prodigal  in  fupplying  the 
pleafure  of  avarice  from  her  gold  and  filver 
mines,  flie  abounds  in  metals  more  ufeful 
though  lefs  dear  to  her  greedy  matters.  Con- 
tent with  her  own  precious  ftones,  (he  does 
not  envy  the  brilliant  congelations  of  the 
eaft;  and  did  the  lefs  munificent  hand  of 
nature  **  deprive  her  of  fuch  countlefs  trea- 
fures,  this  allotted  refidence  of  exiles  would 
ftill  be  fufficiently  rich  by  the  fertility  of  her 

•^  See  Nov.  Comment.  Acadcm.  Pctrop.  torn.  v.  p.  338. 
Animalium  quorumdam  quadrup.  defcrip.  audtore  Jo.  Georg. 
Gmelin,  Buffon  Hift.-  Naturelle,  Par.  176,.  p.  309 — 313. 
and  Pennant's  Hift.  of  Quadrupeds,  3d  edit.  vol.  ii.  p.43— 
49»  for  the  figure,  defcription,  and  hiftory,  of  the  fable,  ilow 
pnncipally  to  be  found  in  the  eaftern  parts  of  Siberia,  whofe 
beautifui  fkin  is  fo  ufeful  and  ornamental  an  appendage  to 
the  drefs  of  a  Ruffian  gentleman. 

•*  Bell,  in  his  entertaining  and  inftrudive  travels,  delivers  1 
the  following  warm  panegyric  on  the  country  apd  climate 
of  Siberia :  •'  For  my  part,  I  think  that  had  a  perfon  his 
liberty,  and  a  few  friends,  there  are  few  places  where  he 
could  fpend  his  life  more  agreeably  than  in  fome  parts  of 
Siberia."  Vol.  ii.  p.  159.  We  do  not  qucflion  the  fincerity 
of  this  writer's  featiments,  although  we  muft  confefs  his 
tafte  appears  rather  fingular,  at  lead  it  would  be  called  fo 
by  that  extravagant  and  perfecuted  genius  Kotzcbue, 
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fbuthern  lands,  by  the  labours  of  the  pea* 
fants,*',  by  the  variety  of  game,  which  haunt 
her  fpacious  plains  and  forefts,  and  by  the 
multitude  of  fifh  which  load  her  rivers'*. 
But  thefe  are  not  all  the  beneficial  confe* 
quences  that  proceed  from  the  difcovery  of 
her  fruitful  foil ;  fhe  opened  a  profitable  road 
to  her  pofleflbrs  into  the  remote  empire  of 
China,  and  Ruflia  now  exchanges  her  pre- 
cious Siberian  furs  for  the  filk,  cotton,  tea, 
rice,  and  toys  of  China,  at  the  town  of 
Kiachta,  the  centre  of  Ruffian  and  Chinefe 
commerce. 

The  next  objcft  which  merits  a  flight  no* 
tice  is  the  code  of  Ivan.  In  the  nineteenth 
year  of  his  age,  that  profound  fcience  which 
has  cxercifed  and  baffled  the  mature  wifdom 
of  a  Lycurgus,  Solon,  or  Juftinian,  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  prefumptuous  Ivan.  The 

9J  See  a  juft  encomium  on  the  induftry  of  the  Siberian 
peafantry  in  Bauer's  account  of  Billing's  expedition  to  the 
northern  parts  of  Ruffia,  from  1785  to  1 794,  p.  9, 

•*  Sec  Harris's  Voyages,  vol.  ii.  p.  48a,  483.  Voyage 
en  Siberie,  parM.  I'Abbc  Chappe  D'Auteroche,  Amft.  1770, 
o&SLVO  edition^  torn.  ii.  p.  328—602.  Voyages  duP.  Avzil, 
liv.  iii.  Eflai  fur  le  Commerce  ^n  Ruffie,  Amfterdam 
1777,  a  mod  valuable  work,  p.  13. ;  and  Voyages  en  Siberie, 
extraits  des  Joumau?  dc  divers  favans  Voyageurs,  in  two 
tomes,  a  Berne*  179I9  Siberia  is  celebrated  for  the  abundance 
and  quality  of  its  iron;  and  above  fixty  mines  in  the 
(bathemiwere  worked  by  the  RuflSans  in  the  time  of  Strah* 
lenburg.  Sec  his  Hiftory  of  Siberia,  hond.  1738,  p.  ^42 — 
387. 
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filence  of  the  Ruffian  annalifts  is  a  ftrong 
proof)  that  from  the  time  of  the  firft  Yaoraflaf^ 
prince  and  lawgiver  of  Novgorod,  to  the  iix« 
teenth  century,  no  addition  had  been  made 
to  his  crude  fyftem  of  jurifprudence.  To  im- 
prove the  laws  of  Yaoraflaf,  the  Czar  convoked 
an  afTembly  of  nobles,  and,  after  balancing 
their  opinions,  he  publifhed,  in  1550,  his 
foudebnik^  which  name  may  be  tranflated  or 
explained  by  the  manual  of  Judges  *'. 

But  the  code  of  this  beardlefs  legiflator 
does  not  furpafs  his  predeceflbrs  4n  accurate 
diftindions  of  right  and  wrong,  which  are 
of  fuch  importance  to  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  fociety.  A  few  quotations  from  this  civil 
labour  of  Ivan  will  be  fufficient  to  fliew  the 
reader,  that  to  proted  the  weak,  to  humble 
the  oppreffive,  and  to  reward  the  deferving, 
could  not  be  numbered  among  the  firft  virtues 
of  this  legal  reformation. 

The  firft  prepofterous  article  is  expreflfed 
in  thefe  words :  "  A  man  under  an  accufa- 
tion  of  having  fet  fire  to  a  houfe,  of  theft,  or 
ipurder,  muft  always  juftify  himfelf  by  arms," 
Such  a  pernicious  law  muft  inevitably  ftrike 
at  the  root  of  public  order  and  private  tran- 
quillity, fince  every  villain  might  be  effedu- 
^ly  fcreened  from  punifliment  until  his  ill* 

♦^  Sec  Lacombe^  p.  56.  Strahlenbarg,  p.  J04.  LeCIercj 
torn.  11.  p.  393.    Levefque,  torn.  iii«  p*  153* 
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fortune  brought  him  to  cope  with  an  adver- 
fary  fuperior  in  corporeal  prowefs  and  fkill. 
The  next  cruel  abfurdity  which  meets  our 
eye,  is  the  trial  of  innocence  or  guilt  by  ju- 
dicial combats.  This  was  too  ancient  a  pri- 
vilege of  barbarous  right  for  the  warlike 
nobles  of  Ruflia  to  refign,  or  even  for  any 
bounds  to  be  fet  to  this  cruel  and  unjuft  mode 
of  decifibn  by  all  the  authority  of  Ivan.  But 
the  decree  moft  repugnant  to  the  temperate 
fpirit  of  freedom,  and  the  moft  favourable  to 
the  guilt  iff  its  overgrown  oppreflbrs,  may 
be  read  in  thefe  words :  *'  That  the  teftimony 
of  every  nobleman  (hall  have  more  weight 
than  that  of  fix  perfons  of  a  mean  fituation 
in  life  '\"  Wonderful  would  be  the  decreafe 
of  vice  and  injuftice,  if  the  nobles  of  every 
nation  were  exempt  from  the  frailties  of  their 
fellow- creatures.  Yet,  under  the  regulation 
forjudges  to  take  no  fees  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  duties,  and  for  thofe  who  confidered 
their  caufes  improperly  fettled  to  look  up 
to  their  prince  for  redrefs,  may  be  perceived 
fome  faint  glimmering  of  juftice. 

Our  attention  muft  now  be  direfied  to 
mark  the  fteps  of  their  increafing  commerce, 
the  happy  parent  of  civilization.     It  is  no  lefs 

*'  Sec  Williams,  p.  46,  47.  who  profe/Tes  to  have  tranf- 
iated  from  the  RufHaii  language  his  detailed  account  of  the 
code  of  Ivan. 
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extraordinary  than  fortunate  for  fo  vaft  an 
empire  as  Ruflia,  which  offers  fuch  a  variety 
of  native  productions,  that  her  fons,  not  with- 
Handing  fo  many  difcouraging  circumftances, 
fhould  ftill  feel  an  unconquerable  thirft  to 
enlarge  the  circle  of  their  trade  '** :  and  it  is 
curious  to  obferve  them,  under  a  long  chain 
of  domeftic  misfortunes,  ftill  feizing  every 
opportunity  to  pufli  with  vigour  their  dar- 
ling purfuit.  When  the  face  of  barbarifm  and 
idolatry  had  darkened  all  the  land  of  Ruflia, 
their  love  for  traffic  led  them  from  the  Baltic 
to  the  Euxine,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Oder, 
or  ancient  Viadrus,  to  the  port  of  Conftan- 
tinople.  Stopped  by  the  fatal  conquefts  of 
the  Tatars  in  their  annual  vifits  to  the  Byzan- 
tine nation,  they  only  perhaps  exchanged  their 
commodities  with  their  weftern  neighbours. 
But  when  the  fword  of  the  third  Ivan  had  a- 
venged  his  country's  wrongs,  his  active  fubjeds 

^*  The  fagacious  mind  of  Peter  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  commercial  temper  of  his  fubje^ks.  When  requefted  by 
his  friend  De  Witfen,  the  celebrated  burgomafter  of  Am- 
(lerdamy  to  allow  the  fettlement  of  the  Jews  of  Amilerdam 
in  his  dominions^  he  returned  for  aufwer^  '*  that  although 
the  Jews  had  the  reputation  of  deceiving  all  the  world  tn  the 
affairs  of  commerce,  he  yet  feared  they  would  become  dupes 
in  their  turn,  when  put  in  competition  with  his  RufSans.'* 
See  Anecdotes  originates  de  Pierre  Ic  Grand,  p.  tS.  Not- 
withftanding  this  unfavourable  opinion  ©f  the  monarch,  we 
ftill  think  that-  the  fons  of  Ifrael  might  difpute  the  palm  of 
deception  with  a  tolerable  chance  of  fuccefs. 
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again  improved  the  profpeds  of  peace  ;  and 
fuch.was  their  rapid  increafe  of  trade  and  en« 
terprize,  and  fuch  the  envy  excited  by  their 
fuccefsful  exertions,  that  it  gave  rife,  in  the  year 
1553,  to  the  very  extraordinary  confederacy 
of  the  Hanfeatic  Towns,  which  prohibited 
their  fubjefts,  under  the  pain  of  infamy,  and 
the  lofs  of  their  privileges,  to  trade  at  the 
port  of  Narva,  the  only  one  by  which  they 
could  then  carry  on  a  commercial  intercourfe 
with  Ruffia  '"'• 

But  the  circulation  of  tfade  was  increaf^ 
cd  by  an  unexpefked  event,  which  gave 
a  new  vigour  to  the  induftry  of  Rullia,  gra- 
dually poured  into  her  bofom  the  national 
ftreams  of  public  greatnefs  and  felicity,  com- 
municated a  tafle  for  the  fundions  and  com- 
forts of  civil  life,  and  roufed  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
curiofity  and  enterprize,  as  kindled  a  fteady 
emulation  in  improvement,  fcience^  and  civi- 
lity. The  glory  of  impaning  fuch  bleflings 
to  the  Ruffians,  mufl  be  attributed  to  the  ac- 
tive and  daring  genius  of  England.  Influenced 
by  the  difcoveries  of  the  Portuguefe  and  Spa- 
niards, which  rolled  into  thofe  kingdoms 
fuch  torrents  of  overflowing  wealth,  and 
mortified  at  beholding  their  foreign  trade 
crippled  and  almofl:  ruined  by  this  new  di« 

"^  Thoanus,  lib.  zxxtL 
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re^iOQ  of  commercial  intercourfe,  the  ad- 
venturous Englifli,  under  the  diredions  of 
Sebaftian  Cabot^  a  name  defervedly  of  great 
celebrity  in  nautical  affairs^  (leered  towards 
the  north-eaft  in  hopes  of  difcovering  new  and 
opulent  countries,  which  would  contribute 
to  revive  the  finking  and  negleded  trade  of 
England. 

Two  (hips   and  a   barque  were  fpeedily 
equipped  for   this  memorable  voyage,  and 
entrufted   to   the   command  of  Sir   Henry 
Wilhougby,    an    officer   endowed  with  all 
'  the  requifites  for  this  hazardous  undertaking. 
The  admiral  fhaped  his  courfe  northwards 
along  the  coaft  of  Norway,  and  doubled  the 
formidable  north  cape  '""•     But  in  this  ilormy 
ocean    a    furious   temped  fuddenly    arofe^ 
which  difperfed,  with  his  warm  hopes,  his 
fiender  fquadron.     The  misfortunes  of  WiU 
hougby  compelled  him  to  feek  with  his  ihips 
and  a  bark  refuge  in  the  bay  of  the  river  Az- 
zina,  in  Ruffia  Lapland  '"\  where  he  and  alf 

*^'  In  the  feamanUke  narratire  of  Captain  Alliibn,  tre 
nay  fee  a  complicated  fcene  of  human  want  and  mi(eiy 
before  his  arrival  at  Colwitcb  upon  the  Cape.  See  hif 
Voyage  to  Archangel,  Lond.  16699  p.  56—64.  For  an 
interefting  deicription  of  this  rugged  promontory,  lee  the 
fecond  volume  of  Acerbi's  Travels  through  Sweden,  Fia^ 
land,  and  Lapland  to  the  North  Cape,  chap,  x*  p.  1  ip^ 
1 1 1  ;'-*-a  work  dcferving  of  general  circulatioil,  as  it  abounds 
ivith  a  variety  of  curious  {a£t%f  and  is  executed  with  great 
irigour  and  judgment.  - 

*^  SeeCoxe's  Northern  Tour,  fifth  editioni  to1«  ilL  p.  tg'j* 
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his  companions  periflied  under  the  rigour  of 
that  frozen  region.     The  more  profperous 
fortune  of  Richard  Chancelour,  the  grand 
pilot  of  this  bold  expedition,  drove  him   to 
the  White  Sea,  and   wintered  in  fafety   at 
Archangel.     The  Ruffians,  aftoniflied  at  the 
▼aft  machines  in  which  they  had  fearlefsly 
explored  unknown  feas,  fmce  no  fliip  of  any 
foreign  nation  had  ever  vifited  before  this 
quarter  of  the  globe,  not  only  received  their 
new  guefts  with  the  moft  flattering  hofpitali- 
ty,  but  with  a  refpcdt  mingled  with  reve- 
rence.    The    inquifitivenefs  of  the  Englifh, 
lb  natural   to    their  fituation,  was  gratified 
with  this  information,  that  this  was  a  pro- 
vince of  an  immenfe  empire,  obedient  to  the 
Grand  Prince,  or  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  who  re- 
fided  in  a  great  city,  twelve  hundred  miles 
from  Archangel.     The  news  of  the  arrival  of 
thefe  ftrangers  reached  Mofcow  with  all  the 
fpeed  of  aftonifliment.     The  Czar  in  his  full- 
nefs  of  joy  for  an  event  fo  produdlive  to  the 
interefts  of  his   country,    immediately   dif- 
patched  a  courteous  meflfage  to  Chancelour^ 
inviting  him  to  repair  to  Mofcow,  as  Ivan, 
though  filled  with  the  moft  prepofterous  no- 
tions of  his  own  greatnefs,  had  difcernment 
fufficient  to  comprehend  all  the  focial  confe- 
quences  that  might  proceed  from  eftablifhing 
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ftn  ihtercdurfc  between  his  territories  and  the 
weftern  nations  of  Europe. 

This  high-fpirited  captain,  whom  no  ob- 
ftacles  could  daunt,  nor  calamity  deprefs,  fo- 
licitous  to  achieve  an  enterprize  which  might 
redound  at  once  to  the  fame  and  advantage  of 
his  country,  and  prove  an  honourable  re- 
compence  to  him  for  all  his  toils  and  dangers,* 
did  not  hefitate  for  a  moment  to  depart  for 
that  diftant  capital.  The  reader  njay  not  be 
difpleafed  to  fee  the  rude  magnificence  and 
cumberfome  pomp  of  the  Ruflian  court,  and 
the  manly  behaviour  of  Chancelour  before 
the  fullen  ferocity  of  this  defpotic  monarch* 
Twelve  days  after  their  arrival  at  Mofcow, 
the  Englifh  were  introduced  to  an  audience^ 
in  which  were  praftifed  with  ftudied  minute-* 
nefs  all  the  forms  arid  ceremonies  of  bar- 
barian grandeur.  In  the  apartments  of  the 
palace  were  feated  an  hundred  inflruments  of 
arbitrary  power,  arranged  in  all  the  pa- 
geantry of  gold  and  filver.  From  this  (lately 
fliew  of  fubordinate  officers,  they  paffcd  oa 
to  the  chamber  of  prefence^  where  fat  the 
fovereign  of  all  Ruffia  on  a  lofty  throne,  in^ 
a  robe  richly  adorned  with  gold,  his  head  en- 
circled by  a  diadem  of  the  fame  metal,  bearing 
in  his  hand  a  fceptre  ornamented  with  coftly 
gems,  and  furrounded  by  an  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  moft  eminent  officers  of  the  date,  in 
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fumptuous  apparel ;   while  on  the  fides  of 
this  brilliant  throne  flood  the  chief  fecretary, 
and  the  great  commander  of  filence,  whofe 
drefles  were  of  fimilar  fplendour.     The  no- 
velty, the  grandeur  of  the  fcene,  the  digni- 
fied countenance  and  department  of  the  Czar, 
in  all  the  enfigns  of  gorgeous  majefty,  and 
the  fplendid  train  of  flaves  who  bowed  fub- 
miffive  to  the  nod  of  their  mighty  prince, 
were  well  calculated  to  ftrike  a  reverential 
awe  in  the  hearts  of  thefc  unprotedled  ftran- 
gers.     But  the  manly  pride  of  the  Briton, 
mindful  only  of  the  dignity  and  honour  of 
the  prince  and  nation  which  he  reprefented 
on   this   folemn  occafion,    advanced   to  the 
Czar  with  a  refpediful  and  intrepid  air,   and 
after  fainting  Ivan,  according  to  the  manner 
of  England, '  delivered  to  him  a  letter  from 
his  royal   mafter,   king   Edward  the   fixth, 
which  the  captain  of  each  fhip  had  received, 
for  the  fovereign  of  whatever  country  defign 
or  accident  might  lead  them  to  difcoven  The 
letter  being  read,  the   Czar  gracioufly   in- 
quired after  the  welfare  of  their  fovereign,  to 
which  Chancelour  returned  a  brief  and  fuit- 
able  anfwer.    Their  gifts  were  then  delivered, 
and  they  quitted  the  prefence,  with  an  in- 
vitation to  repair  to  a  royal  entertainment* 

Two  hours  were  elapfed  in  waiting  at  the 
apartments  of  the  mafter  of  requefts,  before 

the 
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the  fummons  came  for  them  to  repair  to  the 
imperial   table.     This  feaft  was   held  in  the 
golden  palace,  in   the  ornaments  of  which 
the  curious  eye  of  the  Englifli  could  perceive 
but   little   tafte.      The  Czar   received   their 
fecond  vifit  fitting  on  a  (lately  throne,  attired 
in   a   robe  of   filver,    and  another    diadem 
around  his  head.     Their  refpedtive  feats  were 
oppofite  to  the  monarch.  In  the  middle  of  this 
hall  ftood  an  immenfe  table,  of  a  pyramidi* 
cal  form,  profufely  covered  with  goblets  of 
gold  and  filver,  folely  appropriated  for  Ivan's 
ufe :  four  other  tables  covered  with  fine  linen^ 
which  were  raifed  by  feveral  fteps  on  each 
fide  of  the  fpacious  room. '   The  mod  pre- 
cious furs  adorned  the  perfons  of  this  illuftri- 
ous  affembly*     Before  the  meat  was  placed 
on  the  table,  the  Czar,  according  to  an  an- 
cient cuftom,  .firft  crofling  himfelf,  prefented 
to  each  gueft  a  piece  of  bread,  while  the  offi- 
cer in  a  loud  tone  exclaimed,  "  This  is  the  gift 
of  the  Great  Duke  of  Mufcovy,   Emperor  of 
•Ruflia,  Ivan  Vaflilevitz."     When  thefe  wordd 
were  finiflied,  the  guefts  arofe,  and  paid  their 
refpedlful  homage. 

A  confiderable  time  muft  have  been  con- 
fumed  by  the  offering  of  the  bread,  as  the 
rank  and  title  of  every  gueft  were  fucceffively 
pronounced,  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
fervitors,  in  habits  of  gold,  experienced  a  fi- 
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milar  bounty  from  their  prince.     When  this 
tedious  ceremony  was  finiflied,  the  gentle- 
man uCher  entered  with  a  crowd  of  domeftics 
carrying  the  dilhes;  after  having  exprefled 
his  loyal  and  refpedful  vows  to  the  Czar,  he 
placed  a  young  fwan  in  a  golden  platter  upon 
the  table,   which  was  then  delivered  to  the 
carver  to  be  cut  up  by  feven  of  his  fellows ; 
which  work  being  concluded,  the  meat  was 
diftributed  with  the  like  pomp   and  ceremo- 
nies.    So  dilatory  a  mode  of  imparting  the 
wants  and  enjoyments  of  life,  we  are  inclined 
to  think  muft  have  ill-accorded  with  the  keen . 
appetites  of  our  Englifh.     All  the  different 
fervices  were  of  pure  gold,  and  the  feftivc 
board  almoft  groaned  beneath  the  weight  of 
the  golden  veffels  which  were  placed  for  the 
ufe  of  an  hundred  guefts.     When  the  dinner 
was   ended,   the  fober  Englifli  retired,  and 
left  the  Czar  and  his  courtiers  perhaps  to  in- 
dulge in  all  the  intemperate  riot  of  a  nodlur- 
nal   banquet.      Such  was  the   friendly  and 
fplendid   reception   of  Cbancelour   and    his 
men  •"**,  which  refleds   no  inconfiderable  de- 
gree of  eminence  on  the  political  wifdom  or 
princely   generofity   of  Ivan.      But  to   the 

praifes 

*•*  We  arc  indebted  for  our  information  of  this  intereft- 
ing  and  lingular  interview  to  the  curious  and  ample  colkc- 
tiou  of  voyages,  publiflied  by  Richard  Hackluyt,  prebend^iy 
of  Wellminller,  vol.  i,  p.  246,  247—249,  250.     Dr.  Ro- 
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pralfes  of  this  hofpitality  muft  be  added  the 
ftiil  more  valuable  invitation  '*'  to  traffic  in 
the  Ruffian  dominions,  which  was  couched 
under  fuch  [alluring  piomifes  of  prote£tioi;i 
and  favour,  that  the  eflablifhment  of  a  lucra- 
tive intercourfe  was  opened  with  this  vaft 
empire,  by  which  the  adtive  powers  of  the 
Englifh  had  foon  ample  fcope  to  rival  other 
nations  of  the  mofl  diflinguifhed  repute  in 
commercial  enterprize  '\ 

A  few  years  after  this  occurrence,  fo  bene- 
ficial to  the  mercantile  profperity  of  England 
and  Ruffia,  the  perfevering  Czar,  anxious  to 
give  aflill  more  difFufive  energy  to  the  trading 
capacity  of  his  fubjeds,  opened  at  Narva,  which 


bertfbn  in  his  Hiftory  of  America,  vol.  iv.  p.  177.  has  pro- 
nounced a  very  juft  panegyric  on  the  judicious  patriotifm  and 
commerciul  attainments  of  this  extraordinary  man. 

'•^  See  inHackluyt  a  copy  of  Ivan's  letter  fent  to  king 
Edward  the  fixth  by  the  hands  of  Richard  Chancelour,  vol.  i. 
p.  259. 

'^  The  Englifh  Ruflian  Company  remained  entire  mailers 
of  this  commerce  of  the  Archangel  until  the  death  of 
Charles  I.  The  Dutch  intered  having  then  attained  a 
powerful  height  at  the  Ruffian  court,  her  artful  minifterj 
contrived,  under  the  pretence  of  revenge  againd  a  nation 
who  had  murdered  their  king,  to  introduce  their  country- 
men into  the  Archangel  tnidc,  upon  the  condition  of  their 
paying  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  both  imports  and  exports  :  the 
confequence  was,  that  the  induftry  of  the  Hollanders  fo  much 
improved  this  partial  favour  of  the  Czar,  that  in  1689,  the 
Polifh  envoy  affirmed  that  they  poireffed  no  lei's  than  two 
hundred  faaors  at  Archangel.  See  Andcrfon  on  Commerce^ 
Tol.  ii.  p.  4C^i  409. 
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W2iS  then  obedient  to  his  arbitrary  nod,  a 
jnart  for  foreign  merchants.  The  Englifli, 
the  Dutch,  and  the  French,  were  not  long 
in  availing  themfelves  of  thefe  proffered  ad- 
vantages of  commerce :  and  his  permiffion 
to  the  liUbeckers  to  repair  to  this  market, 
proves  that  the  anger  of  Ivan  was  not  fo  lad- 
ing but  that  he  could  wifely  facrifice  it  to  his 
political  intereft.  This  new  eftablifhment 
was  viewed  with  the  piercing  eye  of  jealoufy 
by  the  grand  mafter  of  the  Teutonic  Order, 
fhe  bifliop  of  Riga,  and  Eric  king  of  Swederi. 
In  hopes  of  relief,  they  laid  their  complaint 
before  the  emperor  Ferdinand  '"*' ;  but  the  port 
pf  Narva  ftill  flouriftied  notwithftanding  the 
warm  and  repeated  remonftrances  of  thefe 
neighbouring  potentates.  But  what  di4 
they  expert  to  draw  from  Ruflia  at  this  new 
ereded  feat  of  trade,  fince  before  the  efta- 
blifhment of  Archangel,  fhe  yielded  from  her 
fruitful  provinces,  at  the  friendly  bay  of  St,  Ni-r 
pholaSjthe  following  multifarious  neceflaries  of 
life,  kaviar,  dry  fifh,  ifmglafs,  wax,  hemp, 
oil,  tar,  tallow,  wool,  timber,  and,  above  all, 
that,  moft  popular  and  ufeful  article  corn, 
with  which  fhe  abundantly  fupplied  the  wants 
of  more  penurious  countries  "'*  ? 

■'*  Thuanus,  Jib.  xxxvi. 

'®*  To  mark  the  increafc  of  their  importation!  fee  EiTai 
fur  la  Commerce  de  Ruflie,  par  M.  Marbault. 

Wheo 
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When  the  daring  Ivan  had  extended  hU 
dominions  over  the  warlike  and  turbulent 
realms  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakan,  he  great- 
ly enlarged  the  circumfcribed  bounds  of 
Ruffian  commerce.  The  **"'  diftant  caravans 
of  Bucharia  and  Perfia,  no  longer  dreading 
the  fudden  attacks  of  the  predatory  Tatars, 
were  induced  to  empty  their  valuable  ftores 
at  Mofcow,  while  the  Nogais  '**',  the  fierceft 
of  thefe  once  deftrudive  hordes,  annually 
reforted  thither  from  the  fouth,  on  the 
peaceable  errand  of  felling  forty  thoufand 
horfes  at  a  fmall  price,  who  were  lefs  re- 
markable for  their  beauty  than  for  their  un- 
common powers  of  enduring  the  extremes  of 
hunger  and  fatigue. 

With  the  progrefs  of  commerce  the  arts  are 
accelerated :  but  a  people  muft  have  held  an 
uninterrupted  intercourfe  with  other  nations, 
and  enriched  and  embelliflied  themfelves 
with  their  inventions  and  difcoveries,  before 
they  can  afpire  to  reach  the  lines  of  perfec- 
tion. The  great  eruption  of  the  Tatars, 
which  was  fatal  to  every  fcience,  deprived 
the  Ruffians  of  thefe  opportunities  and  pre- 
tenfions.  But  all  their  accumulated  misfor- 
tunes could  not  efface  from  their  recolledion 

'•^   Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  350. 

"•  Iter  in  Mofchoviam  Defcriptmn,  ab  Auguftino  Baronc 
dc  Mayerburg,  1661,  p.  32. 
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two  branches  of  induftry^  which  feemed  to 
be  peculiar  to  their  own  country,  the  art  of 
boiling  and'cryftallizing  fait,  and  that  of  prcr 
paring  thofe  fkins  of  fuch  eftimation,  under 
the  name  of  the  fkins  of  Ruffia  '"*•.  The 
author,  from  whofe  opinions  and  diligent 
learning  many  of  the  principal  'fadls  of  this 
work  arc  extrafted,  fufpeSs  that  this  laft 
invention  owes  its  origin  to  the  Ikill  of  the 
Bulgarians. 

Without  fcrutinizing  the  merit  of  fome 
hiftorians,  we  muft  condemn  their  ignorance, 
remifTnefs,  or  prejudice,  which  led  them  to 
pafs  over  in  total  filence  the  working  of  the 
mines  in  Ruflia,  fmce  the  accurate  refearches 
of  a  late  high  authority  "*^  have  fufEciently 
proved,  that  the  mines  of  iron  were  well 
known  to  the  induftry  and  avarice  of  ancient 
times :  and  it  is  certain,  that  the  unwhole- 
fome  labour  was  known  and  pra£tifed  in 
the  time  of  Ivan,  although  it  did  not  then 
fqrm  a  principal  part  of  commercial  wealth'**. 

We 

'*?  For  a  circnmftantial  account  of  the  curious  prepara- 
tion of  thefe  fiimous  fkins,  fee  Voyages  chez  Ics  Peuplcs 
Kalinouks  &  les  Tatars.     Berne,  1792,  p.  218,  flee. 

■•*>  Muller  apud  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  159-  Le  Clerc 
and  Tooke  mull  be  alfo  exempted  from  this  cenfure. 

*'■  •*  Auri  et  argenti  fodinas  non  elfe  audivi|;  fcrri  funt9quo4 
guidem  homines  non  adeo  indudrie  xgre  ad  ufum  aptant.'* 
Ant.  Poflev.  Mofcov.  p.  25.  Fletcher,  who  vifited  Ruflia  in 
the  xeign  of  the  imbecile  Fedor,  likewife  fpeaks  of  the  iron  of 
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We  fliall  clofe  thefe  detached  obfervations^ 
which  couid  not  be  thrown  into  the  body  of 
our  work,  with  a  curfory  view  of  the  wretch- 
ed (late  of  the  arts  and  literature  of  the  times, 
with  Ivan's  laudable  endeavours  to  improve 
them,  and  with  an  anecdote  or  two  to  ihew 
that  the  Ruffians,  bred  up  in  the  domains  of 
defpotifm,  and  funk  by  the  weight  of  their 
own  apathy  and  ignorance,  were  incapable  of 
imbibing  any  juft  and  liberal  fentiments  of  the 
dignity  of  human  nature. 

The  Ruffians  had  maintained  too  faftidious 
a  referve  with  other  nations,  not  to  wear  the 
fetters  of  dulnefs.  The  fagacity  of  the  Czar 
perceived  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  fought 
to  apply  the  remedy.  The  w^ealth  and  inge- 
nuity of  England  fupplied  him  with  mechanics 
4nd  workmen  almoft  of  every  fort.  Allured 
by  the  hopes  of  fortune,  talents  of  all  kinds 
had  aflembled  at  Lubeck,  with  the  defign  of 
embarking  to  enlighten  this  land  of  riches 
and  ignorance.  In  the  firft  rank  we  mufl: 
place  the  fedentary  profeffions  of  the  painter, 
fculptor,  and  watchmaker;  the  fecond  was 
filled  with  the  more  adive  trades  of  the  miner, 
the  armourer,  the  mafon,  the .  bellfounder, 
the  architedt,  and  ftationer  j  but  he  loft  this 
cargo  of  knowledge  by  the  intrigues  of  the 

Ruflia,  p.  1 1  Under  thq  Czar  Alexis  was  eftahJiihed  the 
Jrft  regular  mining.  Sec  Tooke*s  View  of  tlie  RBlIiaa  Em- 
pire, vol.  iii.  p.  405. 
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merchants  of  Lubeck,  and  more  efpecialljr 
by  the  Livonians,  whofe  felfifii  hindrance  of 
this  valuable  importation  was  in  the  end, 
however,  defervedly  chaftized  by  the  rcfent- 
mentofthe  Czar"\ 

Ivan  might  aflume  the  charafter  of  a 
learned  man,  in  a  country  where  literature 
flood  at  fo  low  an  ebb  that  to  be  able  to  read 
was  confidered  as  a  rare  intelledual  attain- 
ment. His  fkill  in  this  art  reached  to  the 
perufal  of  the  bible,  many  paflages  of  which 
were  retained,  and  ufed,  as  we  have  feen,  to 
very  extraordinary  purpofes  by  his  tenacious 
memory.  But  the  feeds  of  learning  were  dif- 
ficult to  procure,  if  the  foil  has  been  ever 
fo  favourable  for  their  cultivation  :  the  rude- 
nefs  of  early  ages  made  the  manufcript 
copies  of  this  holy  book  both  fcarce  and 
valuable;  and  when  accident  or  money 
threw  thefe  precious  treafures  into  their 
hands,  the  gift  was  abufed,  or  rendered 
almoft  ufelefs,  by  the  hurry  and  ignorance 
of  the  tranfcribers  "^ 

The   wilhes   of   the    Czar   for    his    fub- 
je£ls  to  purchafe  facred  books  at  a  low  price 

■"  See  EfTai  fur  la  Bibliotheque  &  Ic  Cabinet  Naturelle  de 
rAcadcmie  des  Sciences  de  St.  Peter(bourg,  par  Jean  Back- 
meifter,  p.  32.  Several  curious  hiftorical  fu£ls  are  to  be 
gleaned  from  this  work. 

■"  Lcvefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  162. 
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iflued  from  a  genuine  ardour  to  feed  his. 
iubje£ts  with  the  unknown  aliment  of  learn- 
ing. In  the  promotion  of  this  commendable 
plan,  he  was  mightily  aflifted  by  the  cafual 
intelligence  of  the  art  of  printing.  To  tranf- 
plant  into  his  remote  country  an  art  which  \ 
gives  immortality  to  the  efforts  of  great  minds, 
his  enlightened  policy  immediately  furniftied 
the  neceflary  fums  to  the  printers  whofe 
names  were  Ivan  Hoderfon  and  Peter  Ti- 
mofrofFsom  "*.  An  edition  of  the  Gofpels, 
the  A^s,  and  fomc  of  theEpiftles,  was  the  firft 
undertaking  of  his  infant  prefs  "*• 

But  fo  flow  and  cumberfome  were  their  ad- 
vances in  this  art,  that  it  required  ten  years'  la- 
bour before  the  laudable  pride  of  the  Czar  could 
boaft  of  thefe  works  being  executed  by  na- 
tional {kill. 

In  this  encouragement  of  the  fciences, 
he  declared  himfelf  the  true  fervant  and  pro- 
tedor  of  his  religion.  The  inferior  clergy 
of  his  kingdom  wallowed  in  the  darkeft 
{hades  of  ignorance.  The  gratitude  and 
learning  of  the  monks  were  not  capable  even 
pf  naming  the   pious  founder   of  their  or- 

"♦  See  Nichols's  Supplement   to  his  Origin  of  Printing, 
1781,  p.  288. 

'*'  This  printing-houfe  was  afterwards  burnt  down  ;  the 
flames  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  kindled  either  by  the  hands 
or  by  the  contrivance  of  the  clergy,  who  dreaded  the  im« 
provement  of  the  people  as  a  public  evil.  See  Fletcher,  p.  86. 
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der"*.  Three  men  only  in  Ruffia,  be- 
fidcs  the  phyficians,  who  were  few  in 
number,  could  vie  with  each  other  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  were 
of  Polifti  extradlion ;  and  what  was  ftill 
more  furprizing  and  reprehenfible  in  the 
judgment  of  an  enlightened  age,  with  all 
their  blind  devotion  to  the  Greek  church  "^ 
none  could  be  found  to  repeat  the  words 
of  that  elegant  tongue.  The  higher 
branches  of  the  facerdotal  dignity  had  not 
founded  any  of  the  depths  of  learning: 
but  the  deficiency  was  atoned  by  an  unufual 
ihow  of  piety  and  rigour  of  manners.  This 
is  a  praife  which  the  Jefuit  Poffevin  "*  has 

not 

lid  u  MJra  interiorum  literarum  ignoratio  eft;  ita  ut  ncc 
qnis  fit  fui  auflor  inllitait  aliqui  refpondere  fciverint»  cum 
hasc  de  iis  quaBreremus.**     Ant.  Poffev.  Mofcov.  p,  91. 

■«7  '«  Libros  Latinos  ct  Graecos  nunquam  viderunt>  ct  ta- 
mcn  de  rcligione  Gr«conim  multa  gloriantur."  Dc  Rdi- 
gione  Ruflbrum,  &c.  p.  2^9. 

**•  Ant.  Poffev.  Mofcov.  p.  103,  104.  But  in  the  follow- 
ing pidture  of  the  RufGan  priefts,  how  the  figures  of  vipe,  in- 
dolence^  fuperftition^  and  impiety^  are  made  to  (land  out 
by  the  hand  of  prejudice  or  truth :  *^  Capillis  ad  humeros  & 
pedus  dependentibus  apprime  gaudent ;  &  quo  qmfyue  eft  mgrior 
tg  adJpeSu  inamabiltor  tan  to  xnajori  apud  populum  ell  in 
mdignatione.  Rafo  pneterea  vertice  5c  immtfla  barba,  gravita- 
tem  prsc  fe  ferunt  (ingularem.  Vita;  alioqui  adco  impurae  & 
execrabilis,  ut  non  delubris  Deorum»  fed  piflrinis  moli to- 
rum  dignos  adfirmare  pofiis.  Si  quoties  enorme  aliquod 
Sagitium  perpetraot^  ad  populum  fe  (atis  arroganter  ezcu- 

fantft 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  a«$ 

not  refuted  to  give  them ;  and  the  moft 
dubious  will  not  fufpedJ:  him,  when  fpeaking 
of  the  Ruffians,  of  dipping  his  pencil  too 
often  in  the  colours  of  agreeable  flattery. 

When  the  fun-beams  of  fcience  withhold 
their  vivifying  warmth  from  a  nation,   we  of 
courfe  expeft  to  fee  the  clouds  of  prejudice 
prevail.     The  narrow  minds  of  the  Ruffians 
thought  they  beft  pradifed  the  mild  duties 
of  Chriilianity,    in    teilifying    an    uniform 
hatred  to  all  thofe  who  had  prefumed  to  en- 
lift  under  any  oppofite  ftandard  of  religion. 
But  the  church  "'  of  Rome  moft  provoked 
their  fpiritual  indignation  ;  and  the  heavieft 
curfe  which  they  could  heap  on  an  enemy^ 
was  to  wi£h  him  to  die  attached  to  the  faith 
and  obedience  of  the  Latin  pontiff.     Their 
more   inquifitive  and  enlightened  fovereign 
could  not  preferve  himfelf  entirely  free  from 
this  unwholefome  contagion.     And  the  ridU 
culous  fandity  of  the  Czar,  on  his  prefenting 
his    hand    to   heretical    ambafladors,    never 
fjguled  to  wafh  away   the  finful  touch  in  a 
▼eflel  of  gold,  purpolely  placed  in  the  hall 


font,  feque  Deorum  fratres  5c  vlcarios  efle  aiunt.  In  tabemis 
publicis,  vinuxn  aduftum  totos  £es  potant.  Cumque  jam  ncc 
mens  nee  pedes  officium  faciunty  ftpe  velut  emoriui  in  me* 
Su  palatiis  concidunt  k  obdormifcunc."  De  Religione  Ruf* 
Sbnm,  p.  2409241. 

■■»  «  Papx  Roman!  nomen  «gre  in  aures  dimlttunt  fuas." 
De  Religione  Ruflbnun^  p.  237. 

of 
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of  audience '\  Yet  he  was  not  fo  deeply 
enamoured  with  fuperftition,  but  that  he 
could  eafily  throw  oflF  her  chains  when  they 
thwarted  the  real  interefts  of  his  country. 
Compelled  to  folicit  ftrangers  to  lead  his  na- 
tion into  the  unvifited  fields  of  mental  light, 
his  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  the  Greek 
church,  however,  wifely  abftained  from  exer- 
cifing  an  improper  control  over  their  con- 
fcience,  nor  could  he  be  compared  to  thofe 
weak  princes,  whofe  overftrained  zeal  for  re- 
ligion fuflfers  them  to  become  the  tools  of  its 
miniflers :  the  fword  of  defpotifm  alike  hung 
over  the  heads  of  her  chiefs  of  the  church 
as  the  nobles ;  and  his  paflion,  or  caprice, 
frequently  drew  it  from  the  fcabbard  to  cut 
off  the  moft  facred  of  their  epifcopal  privi- 
leges "'.  According  to  ancient  ufage,  the 
eledion  of  the  metropolitan  muft  be  ratified 
by  the  fandlion  of  the  patriarch  of  Conftan- 
tinople  ;  but  the  fcruples  of  Ivan  difpenfed 
with  this  obligation,  and  confulted  only,  in 
their  promotion  or  debafement,  the  did^ales 
of  his  own  free  will. 

With  the  power  to  opprefs,  he  alfo  ufurped 
the  licence  of  the  pontifical  drefs.  A  tiara 
loaded  with  diamonds  adorned  his  head  ;  his 

««>  Sec  Relation  Curicufe  dc  la  Mofcovie.  Par.  16S7, 
p.  65.  and  la  Religion  ancienne  &  modcnte  des  MoTcoritesr 
p.  iS. 

**»  Ant,  Poffcv.  Mofcov*  p.  89,  90^ 

fceptre, 
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fceptre,  ftudded  with  large  balls  of  cryftal,  re- 
fembled  the  paftoral  ftafFof  the  primate  of  the 
Greek  church ;  his  long  robe  was  after  the 
fafhion  of  the  pope,  when  he  aflifts  at  the 
impoiing  ceremonies  of  his  religion  ;  above 
his  feat,  and  by  his  right  fide,  flood  the 
images  of  our  Saviour  and  his  mother ;  and 
with  thefe  external  fymbols  of  ecclefiaftic 
dignity,  he  would  have  been  proud  to  imbibe 
the  fentiments  and  imitatethe  condu£t  of  thefe 
fpiritual  magiftrates,  who  have  fo  often  tram- 
pled on  the  necks  of  kings*  In  the  amplitude  of 
defpotic  fway,  his  profane  '"  vanity  feemed 
almoft  to  afpire  to  the  order  of  a  fuperior  be- 
ing :  whenever  fupplicated  to  grant  a  favour, 
he  replied  with  emphafis,  "  Conclude  it  done, 
if  God  commands  the  requeft."  His  political 
iagacity  contrived  to  propagate  the  opinion 
among  his  torpid  fubjefbs,  that  in  all  his 
mcafures  he  was  the  delegate  of  God  ;  under 
this  fandlified  fhroud,  all  his  bloody  vio- 
lences  were  no  fooner  committed  than  of 
courfe  cancelled.  Thus  did  he  fap  the  bafis 
of  every  moral  virtue  when  he  moft  pro- 
feifed  to  affentto  its  decrees  **' ;  and  probably 

from 

•**  Lc  Clerc,  torn,  ii.  p.  352. 

**'  Obferve  in  this  fentcnce  the  clofe  fimilarity  between  the 
adviceof  Machiavel  and  the  conduA  of  Ivan,  in  his  external 
leal  and  rcfpcdl  for  religion.  "  E  non  6  cofa  piu  neceflaria 
a  parere  d'haverc/'  fays  this  prince  of  lulian  politicians  ; 

"  chc 
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from  his  impious  claims  to  heavenly  cdmoiti* 
nications,  arofe  the  common  faying  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, when  rhey  were  ignorant  of  any  trant- 
adion,  **  That  it  is  known  both  to  God  and  the 
Czar"  '*\  While  fo  completely  were  the  fen- 
timents  of  nature  loft  in  the  habits  of  educa- 
tion, and  by  a  round  of  unremitted  tyranny, 
that  it  may  be  doubted  if  chance  had  pro- 
duced their  deliverance  from  the  hand  of  their 
oppreffive  Czar,  whether  they  would  have 
been  capable  of  enjoying  a  rational  freedom. 
For,  whenever  the  wanton  rigour  of  this  dcC- 
pot  chaftifed  his  nobles  for  fome  petty  of- 
fence, fuch  was  their  abjedt  flattery,  or  fuch 
their  contemptible  gratitude,  that  under  all 
the  agonies  of  the  knoot,  they  would  exclaim 
at  the  feet  of  their  oppreflbr,  May  you  live 
and  reign  long  and  happy,  O  illuftrious  prince, 
who  honour  your  faithful  fubjeds  with  fuch 
innumerable  favours,  and  who  condefcend  to 
punifh  them  for  the  generous  purpofe  of  im- 


••  che  quefta  ultima,  qualita,  (religion^)  perche  gU  huomini 
in  univerfale  giudicano  piu  a  glioccki  che  alie  mani,  perclie 
toca  a  vedere  a  ciafcuno,  a  {entire  a  pochi/*  See  Machia* 
▼elli  Opere,  1550,  libro  del  principe,  cap.  xviii.  p.  54. — ^The 
barbarity  of  this  prince  perhaps  would  have  been  no  impe- 
diment to  u  fuccefsful  ftudy  of  feverai  parts  of  this  famous 
treatifc  of  politics. 
•*♦  Guagnini,  p.  iSj^ 

proving 
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proving  their  condud  **^  Such  was  the 
gradation  of  human  nature,  under  the  ca- 
pricious and  bloody  cruelty  of  Ivan  the  Ter- 
rible. 

**•  This  paflkge  is  worthy  to  be  tranfcribed  for  its  reach- 
ing the  acme  of  human  fervitude.  **  I  Hi  vero  tunc  temports 
amoris  fignum  principem  in  fe  exhibuifle  gIoriantur»  verbe- 
ratique  gratias  principi  agant>  dicentes ;  Sanus  tu  fis  et  inco^ 
lumis,  domine  Rex  &  Dux  magne,  quod  me  fervum  rufti* 
cum  que  tuum  verberibus  emendare  dignatu^fis."  Guagnini^ 
p.  183.-— That  original  genius  and  benefa^or  of  his  conn* 
try,  Peter  the  Great,  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
moft  rigorous  meafures  to  wean  the  Ruffians  from  their 
grovelling  fubmiffion.  It  was  the  ancient  cuftom  for  the 
Ruffians  to  fall  down  upon  their  knees  whenever  their 
ibvereign  appeared  in  the  public  ftreets;  Peter,  whoft 
k)ve  of  freedom  and  of  reafon,  taught  him  to  defpife  fuch  ab* 
jed  homage,  always  made  a  fign  to  them  that  he  chofe  to 
difpenfe  with  this  etiquette  ;  but  his  deGres  were  ufelefs,  fo 
d^ply  enamoured  were  they  with  old  flavlih  habits,  until 
he  proclaimed  that  all  thofe  who  performed  this  odious  genu- 
flexion, (hould  be  punifhed  with  the  knoot«  See  Anecdotes 
Origin,  de  Pierre  le  Grand,  p.  73.  It  may  be  almoft  faid  of/ucb 
mm,  that  he  did  an  ill  office  to  ihew  Uiem  the  leaft  marM 
of  independi^icf. 
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*    REVOLUTION  THE  SEVENTH. 

The  ExtinSion  of  the  Hcufi  of  Rurih  \  the  XJfurpjtknofBv'u 
and  Demetriui,  and  the  Eftabltjhment  of  the  Houfttf 
Romanof. 

VV  E  ^ow  open  that  grand  fcene  which 
foa;nu  the  joyful  cataftrophe  of  the  aDcieol 
dynafty^  and  conveys  the  feeptre  to  a  new 
race  of  princes,   whofe  power  was.  deftincd 
tQ  (hiae  forth  with  a  mighty  luftre  in  the 
eyes  of  Europe.     Under  them  were  firft  \0 
appear  thofe  liberal  principles,  of  adminiftra- 
tion  which  harmonize,  beautify,  and  poliih 
•private  fociety.    Under  them,^  maritime  com- 
munications were  to  be  maintained  along  the 
ihores  of  a   continent   of  immeafe  extent; 
noble  foundations  of  charity  public  and  pri- 
vate to  be  eflablifhed,  ftupendous  works  of 
national  honour  to  be  ereded,  population  to 
increafe,  agriculture  to  advance,  and  wealth 
to  be  wafted  into  thofe  cities,  which  had  fo 
long  been  the  feat  of  penury  and  oppreffion* 
Under  them  alfo  the  fpirit  of  fcience,  which 
had' been  fettered  by  the  grpflhefs  of  early 
fuperftition,  and  by  the  influence  of  external 
control,   was  to    emerge  with  fuch   dignity 

4  and 
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and  vigour,  as  to  efied  a  moft  confiderabh; 
and  happy  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the 
higher  ranks,  and  in  the  habits  of  the  lower, 
by  diiTetninating  thofe  feeds  of  tafte  which 
ftimulate  the  mind  to  the  cultivation  of  every 
polite  attainment.  Laftly,  under  them  the 
defign  of  the  archited,  the  chiflel  of  the  fta« 
tuary,  the  pencil  of  the  artift,  and  the  fkill 
of  the  mechanic,  were  to  be  encouraged  and 
rewarded  with  all  the  munificence  of  imperia} 
patriotifm. 

•  The  example  of  feveral  princes,  and  the  1584. 
laft  will  of  the  abfolute  Ivan,  ordained  the 
lights  of  primogeniture  to  be  refpeded  in  the 
perfon  of  his  fon  Fedon  Without  being  fubjeft 
therefore  to  encounter  any  powerful  compe- 
tition, he  faw  himfclf  quietly  feated  on  th« 
throne  of  Ruffia,  at  'the  age  of  thirty- feven  j 
and,  as  it  often  happens,  when  the  rights  of 
the  people  are  irrevocably  gone,  they  are 
fliadowed  out  by  fome  gorgeous  mockery  of 
outward  form,  where  the  nation  feems  to 
beftow  that  authority  on  their  prince^  which 
k  id  reality  fo  far  removed  from  their  pof-« 
feffion  ;  thus  the  reprefentatives  of  the  cities, 
felefted  from  the  moft  confiderable  nobility, 
aflembled  at  Mofcow  for  the  abfurd  purppfo 

•  Per  this  fliorvreigtit  we  are  princtpally  indebted  to  t&t 
authentic  ^natcriak  of  Levefque,  tom.  iiL  p^  ixA-^iig. 

.  Ua  of 
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.of  tjntreattng  Fedor  to  accept  the  empire, 
«id  to  fandify,  by  the  ceremony  of  his  c^rc>- 
nation,  that  fuprerne  power  which  was  dele- 
gated to  his  paternal  care.  The  folemn  farce 
^as  clofed  by  the  propitious  refignation  of 
'  the  prince  to  their  ardent  fupplications,  whofe 

pretentions  would  have  been  fupported  be- 
yond doubt,  had  the  fmalleft  relydance  been 
indicated  againft  his  eledion,  by  the  avowed 
power  of  the  fword,  or  by  the  fccret  dagger 
of  afTaflination. 

The  *  imbecile  conftltution  of  Fedor  was 
ill  calculated  to  fuftain  with  credit  all  the 
honours  and  labours  of  a  great  empire: 
und  his  impotence  of  mind  was  equal  to  the 
weaknefs  of  his  body :  his  favourite  recrcar 
tion  confifted  in  difputing  with  the  fervants 
of  the  church  the  glory  of  giving  the  greateft 
melody  to  the  bells  K  The  Czar  his  father, 
wnofe  iron  fway  had  never  been  thwarted, 
conceived  he  was  able,  even  from  the  filcncc 
of  his  tomb,  to  exercife  the  fame  influence 
pver  his  docile  fubjeds;  with  this  view  he 
nominated  three  boyars  to  dired  the  councila 

•  Our  countryman  Giles  ,FletcKer,  who  held  a  diftift- 
gojQied  rank  in  the  embaffy  to  Ruffia,  1591,  fpeaksofthe 
puerile  mind  and  inHgnificant  charader  of  this  prince 
p.  no. 

^  *  See  a  brief  Hiilorical  Relation  of  the  J£mpirc  of  Ra(Iia» 
,   Loud.  4654.,  p.  5.  -    . 
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of  his  fon,  and  to  prefide  in  the  name  of  this 
Arcadius  of  the  Ruffian  pulacc  *.   ' 

All  three  were  confpicuous  by  their  talents,  . 
civil  arid  military,  perfonal  courage,  and 
fplendid  extraflibn.  All  three  funk  down 
from  their  elevated  ranks  into  the  abyfs  of 
deftrudion ;  but  the  fall  of  one  muft  have 
been  mitigated,  could  it  be  permitted  for 
the  dim  fight  of  mortality  to  have  diC- 
cerned  the  future  grandeur  of  his  pofteri- 
ty.  The  names  of  thefe  princes  who  ap- 
peared on  the  theatre  of  this  hiftdry,  were 
Ivan  Petrovitz  Chouifki,  Ivan  Federovitz 
Mftiflavlki,  and  Nikite  Romanovitz  Yurief  ^ 
The  firft  could  boaft  a  legal  claim  to  an  alli- 
ance with  the  houfe  of  Rurik;  the  blood  of 
the  princes  of  Lithuania  flowed  in  the  veins 
ofthefecond;  whilft  the  third,  was  grand- 
father to  Michael  Romanof,  the  illuftrious 
founder  of  the  reigning  houfe  of  Ruffia. 

The  next '  charadler  in  ability  and  confe« 
quence  was  Bogdan  Belfki,  who,    from  an 

*  An  anonymous  writer  has  difmtJfed  his  chara^er  in 
thefe^xpreffiTe  words :  "  Theodotus,  the  heir  of  his  father'! 
empire,  though  not  of  his  greatncfs.'*  See  Ruffian  Impoftor ; 
or  the  Hi(lory  of  Mcfcovy  under  the  ufurpation  of  Boris^ 
and  the  impofture  of  Demetrius  ;  Lond.  16  74,  p.  2. 

s  Ncngcbavcr  relates,  that  the  policy  of  Ivan  named  four 
counfellors  of  eminence  to  fupport  the  weak  throne  of  Fe- 
dor«    See  Comment.  Mofcov.  cap.  i.  p.  7* 

U  3  infigni- 
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iflflghifictnt  fituation^  had  nifed  himfelf  by 
his  fervices  to  the  high  office  of  fuperin* 
teodant  of  the  education  of  the  young  De* 
mctrius  \  the  brother  of  Fedor,  Tbii  roan, 
Inftigated  by  an  ambition  which  no  obje^k 
.  fould  divert,  or  danger  deter,  had  pro- 
jeded  the  bold  and  hazardous  enterpriEcs  of 
Subverting  the  government  of  Fedor,  and 
^ftablifhing  in  his  place  the  prince  Demetrius, 
from  the  wild  expc£tation  of  revelling  in  all 
^  the  enjoyments  of  unlimited  command,  under 

the  name  of  his  infant  pupil.  But  this  was 
a  plan  fraught  with  too  much  peril  and  diffit 
culty  to  be  executed  without  accompKcet{ 
and  his  unfortunate  fele£tion  of  them  de- 
feated his  rifing  hopes.  After  all  hia  expcdi* 
ents  to  enfure  fuccefs  had  been  (ifted  by  their 
apparent  fricndfhip,  they  then  dextroufly 
fcattered  the  report  among  the  people,  that 
Ivan  ^  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  world 
by  poifon,  and  that  Bel{ki  now  entertained 
'  the  flagrant  defigh  of  maflacring  at  the  lame 
time  the  prince  and  his  boyars. 

No  fooner  was  this  rumour  whifpered  to 
the  multitude,  than  they  rufhed  to  <hc 
Kremlin,  and  with  the  aid  of  feme  of  the 

•  See  the  Hiftorj  of  RaflSt  in  tfrc  Uaiverfal  Haftory^  ¥0l. 
zziv.  p«  264. 

7  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ».  p.  570. 
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corps  of  nohBitj;  pcmtei  ardillrfissainfttbe 
priocipjil : gate    of  tfac   palace:;    and.  IQ  tbiC 
paroxyfm  of  their   tumultuous  attachmeQt,* 
detiiaeded  the  head  pf  Beliki.;  .  AH^he  ad- 
monitions of  Yurief  and  Mftiilavfki,   wh^ 
lud  been  apprised  .of  this  infurrt^ioo,  weff 
drowBed  I>y  ch^ir  loud  vqcifefauons.     The 
l^iniftent,  forced  to  retire,  foon  afterwards  re-- 
turaed  with  an  order  from  their  prince  tp 
traofpoi^t  Beliki  to  Nigny-Novgorod.     At  the 
iaoie  time  to  appeafe .  their  fury,  the  bo^atSi 
for  fpfatoTc  fafetjr  they  had.  expneiTcd;  fuch  .n 
lively  QonCorOt . j^refented  theo^elves  to  tb|B 
people ;  the  fumes  of  popular  zeal  evaporMetf 
imihediat/ely  on  their  appearance^  without  e^^ 
treatjr,  fhey  peaceably  fbught  thcu  refpedivte 
iiabitacfoiis*     By  fach  meana  tmretthe  oftedi- 
fiMc  fck€mes  43f  Seliki  difooncertbd,  vAM 
liis  rta)  intentions  trere  enveloped  in  myft^ri^ 
OM  oMcurtty.  ,        ^ 

4Bfat  a  mor^  fagftdous,  pdlHie^ 'and  ftead^ 
idi^ntofer  now  afptf^dtd  thiAt^ptt^m^  aMhei 
rity,  whofe  meafures,  though  flow  in  their 
Operation^  yet  were  well  contrived,  "tflid  prb- 
dii(Uve  in  the  end  of  the  greateft\.  fuccefsij 
ficrit  Fedorovitch  Gk>udonouf,  for  that  was 
the  name  of  this  daring  traitor,  wds  th*  bro* 
thejr  of  Irene,  the  wife  of  the  Czar.  He  wa? 
defcended     fmm  Tchet^    a    Tatar    printed 

U  4  who 
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'Who  entered  the  Ruffian  fervice  about  the 
fourteenth  century,  under  khe  reign  of  Ivan 
Kalita. 

Boris,  horn  in  1552,  foon  felt  the  golden 
patronage  of  the  royal  Ivan.  When  his 
(ifter  wa(s  honoured  with  the  hand  of  the 
prefumptive  heir  of  the  empire,  it  was  thfcn 
thought  he  had  reached  the  fummit  of  his 
moft  fanguine  defiree ;  but  the  love  of  mo^ 
deration  could  not  be  numbered  in  the  lift  of 
his  virtues ;  and  though  devoured  by  an  tXr^ 
orbitant  ambition,  for  the  gratification  of 
which  he  fpumed  all  reftraints',  which  a 
Ifenfe  of  honour  or  a  df  (ire-  of  fame  could  im- 
pofe,  yet  in  boldnefs  of  invention,  origina* 
lity  of  genius,  in  fplendour  of  talents,  he  in^ 
finitely  .outftcipped  his  numerous  rivals. 

His  fyftem  of  aggrandizement  was  drawn 
out  on  the  commencement  of  the  new  reign. 
All  perfons  formidable  either  by  their  biith 
or  rank,  and  wjhofe  ftations  protected  them 
from  his  open  attacks,  hfi  endeavoured  with 

.  '  ^^  Capable  de  tout  eaterpnendre,  k,  de  tout  executcr  ; 
d'ayant  de  religion,  d'honneur  k  de  probite  qu'autant  que 
Al  politique  rextgeoic;"  are  the  juft  words  of  M.  de  Ro- 
ehelle  in  hts  e)iara£ter  of  Boris.  See  Le  Csar  Demetrins, 
lliftoire  Mofcovite,  a  La  Haye,  1716,  p.  $>  6*  If  this  wri- 
ter had  condcfcended  more  frequently,  to  confult  authentic 
teftimonies  in  the  relation  of  his  hiftory,  hts  narrative  would 
htrt  been  ezeeated  with  greaur  ability  and  fuccefi. 

the 
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the  more  cbnfummateart  to  abridge  of  all  ho* 
nour  and  truft,  whilft  none  efcaped  his  fan* 
guinary  rage  who  obftruded  the  ruling  paf- 
fion  of  his  foul  ^ 

Among  the  objeds  of  his  hatred,  the  in* 
fant  Demetrius  was  the  firft  to  aroufe  the 
jealoufy  of  his  temper,  and  to  experience  the 
rigour  of  his  perfecution.  The  late  Czar  had 
marked  out  the  city  of  Uglitz  for  his  appanage ; 
but  it  was  remote  from  his  intention  to  have  : 

him  confined  to  this  fpot.  The  acute  dif- 
cernment  of  Goudonouf  foon  perceived  that 
the  princess  departure  from  Mofcow  muft  be 
haftened,  or  his  projeds  would  becoine  abor*:^ 
tive.  He  fuffered  no  narrow  temporizing 
expedients  of  policy  to  weaken  or  interfere 
with  the  fecret  propenfities  of  his  heart.  Byr 
ezdting  the  difguft,  and  alarming  the  fufpi- 
cions  of  the  defpicable  Fedor  againft  that 
Tenerable  princefs  the  Czarina,  his  ftephio* 
ther,  he  contrived  to  remove  the  young 
prince  from  her  protedion,  and^  to  bafl3e  all 
her  attempts  of  revenge,  he  difperfed  her 
Idnfmen  into  different  places  of  exile,  under  a 
fal/e  and  deteftable  charge  of  treafon. 

Thus  the  daring  mind  of  Goudonouf 
burft  through  every  barrier  of  decency  and 
humanity,     and   endeavoured  to  furmount 

*  Lacojnbe,  p.  58. 
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every  impediment  that  oppdfed  the  progrefi* 
of  his  fcheme.    Already  polTefled  of  an  im« 
menfe  fortune  '""^  and  of  the  higheft  ftattoa 
that  a  fubjeft   could  attain,  his  next  exer^ 
tions  were  directed  to  undermine  that  formi- 
dable ftrudture  of  authority  which  environed 
Mftiilaviki,   Yurief,  and    Chouiiki^  the  two 
former  of  whom  feized  every  opportunity  to 
treat  this  favourite  with  ftudied  and  mortify^ 
45S5.     ing  negle£t.     Thefe  minifters,  whether  they 
had  detected  his  intrigues,  or  whether  thej^ 
«     harboured  themfelves  any  dedgns  inimical  to 
die  peace  of  the  flate^  fucceeded  in  bringing 
over  a  large  party  of  the  nobility  to  thdf . 
caufe ;    whilft  the   mercantile   intefeft    had 
^>enly  attefted  their  attachment  10  tbem^  and 
tihe  alfiftance  of  the  army  was  oeckoned  upon 
with  confider^ble  confidence.  But  the  qoido* 
%bted  vigilance  of  Goadonouf  £bon  haou 
Ued  and  annihilated  aXl  their  arrangements^ 
by  induftrioufly  fomenting  the  cerrom  of  hat 
flexible  fovereign  with  falfe  reports  of  thof 
concerted  fedition  "• 

'*  Mr.  Tookc  iay«  to  a  note,  tbit  be  pi^SeStd  a  ft$xif 
ipcome  of  about  au  hundred  thoufaad  rubles.  Hi  (lory  of 
RdCa^  vol.  i.  p.  333.  When  it  k  recolfe&cd  that  the  ruble 
t^coitfidierabJr  etccetkd  tiievakie  of  fi^  fiiiHmg$  Eoglift, 
the  riches  of  Boris  muft  appear  re/ped^ble  e^en  in.  the  tjt 
of  regal  wealth  and  fnagnlficencc. 

*•  Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  371. 

Thefe 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


RBVDLUnONS  OP  RUSSIA.  f9f 

Thefe  infiauations  had  the  defired  eScCt : 
the  prince  Mftiflavafki  was  arrefted,  com-- 
pelled  to  ajOTume  the  habit  of  a  monk,  and 
baaiihed  to  the  monaftery  of  Bielozero.  NU 
khe  Yuri^  efcaped  for  the  prefent  the  fero* 
cious  cruelty  of  Boris,  cither  becaufe  he  durft 
not  publicly  opprefs  the  uncle  of  the  Czar^ 
or  becaufe  his  perfon  was  fo  much  revered 
by  the  people ;  but  he  terminated  foon  afcer^ 
wards  his  unhappy  career,  not  without  the 
imputation  of  having  perifhed  either  by  the 
hand  of  the  fecret  executioner,  or  the  mont 
tardy  operation  of  poifon.  The  chiefs  of 
Other  illuftrious  families,  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
ne^ed  with  this  fancied  confpiracy,  beheld 
themCelves,  without  form  of  trial,  fhut  up 
in  the  difierent  dungeons  of  the  empire*. 

The  impending  fate  of  thouiiki  was  only^ 
protraded,  to  be  rendered  more  miferable. 
This  prince  had  been  led  to  believe,  that  all 
feotimeiits  of  hoftilities  were  aKeriated  frota 
the  bofom  of  Boris,  by  the  mHd  expoftula^ 
tions  of  the  metropolitan  Dionyfius,  where- 
as his  animolity  was  only  fmothered  for  a 
while  to  break  out  with  increafed  violence, 
fince,  if  he  pretended  to  abjure  all  hatred  on 
the  prefling  remonftrances  of  the  prelate,  it 
was  from  no  other  reafon,  but  that  he  felt 
himfelf  at  that  time  overawed  by  the  firmnefs 
and  atnlity  of  Ghouilki. 

this 
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'5^^  This  concealed  enmity  wa»  heighteneJ 
beyond  all  bounds  of  difguife,  by  an  event 
Durhich  had  nearly  withered  the  fruitful  har- 
▼eft  of  his  toils.  In  a  convention  of  the 
mal-contents,  it  was  propofed,  and  approired 
as  the  only  expedient  of  weakening  the 
power  of  Boris,  to  engage  the  Czar  to  di*' 
vorcc  Irene,  who  had  as  yet  produced  no 
fruit  of  their  union.  Chouifki  was  the  au« 
thor  of  this  important  meafure,  whilft  many 
perfdns,  remarkable  for  their  mildnefs  and 
moderation,  fupported  the  falutary  advice, 
from  its  tendency  to  ftrengthen  the  tottering 
bafis  of  the  ftate  ;  at  the  head  of  which  was 
the  amiable  metropolitan,  whofe  very  words 
in  this  fpiritual  affair  were  almoft  contidered 
by  every  rank,  as  the  genuine  effufions  of  in^ 
fallible  truth* 

To  counterad  the  preponderance  of  fo  re-< 
fpedable  an  aflbciation,  required  the  mod 
ftrenuous  efforts  of  Boris,  who  jiklicioufly 
forefaw,  that  this  wound  which  was  given 
to  his  ambition  with  fuch  welldir^ded 
force  by  the  hand  of  Chouifki,  could  only 
be  healed  and  revenged  by  alienating  the 
primate  from  their  caufe ;  to  accomplish 
which,  he  expatiated,  with  all  the  coinpla- 
ecncy  of  feeming  equanimity,  on  the  incon- 
veniences of  this  repudiation,  and  the  pal*' 
pable  infringement  of  the  laws  of  the  church* 
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by  this  arbitrary  enforcement.     He  alfo  bb- 
**ferved,  that  no  concurring  circumiUnces  of 
dtforder  called  for  the  ratification  of  this  un« 
juft  deed,  (ince  an  heir  of  the  crown  already 
^xifted  in  the  perfon  of  the  young  Deme« 
trius,  whofe  unripe  years  were  rich  in  health 
land  vigour-     Dionyfius,  ftruck  with  the  juft- 
nefs  of  thefe  reprefentations,  abandoned  his 
confederacy,  which  foon  dwindled  into  con- 
tempt,   when   no  longer    fadiohed   by    his 
great  ecclefiaftical  authority. 

The  fate  of  Ghouilki  was  now  verging  to  is«7- 
its  crifis :  his  laft  offence  had  extinguilhed 
all  marks  of  compundion  in  the  breaft  of 
Boris.  One  of  the  domeftics  of  Choui&i, 
with  the  moft  callous  indifference,  charged 
his  mafter  with  treafon ;  an  accufation  which 
would  have  been  generative  of  no  dange<» 
rous  confequences,  had  it  not  been  managed 
under  the  uncontrolled  influence  of  this  great 
employer.  Some  merchants  and  flaves  alfo 
were  put  to  the  torture,  in  hopes  of  extrading 
from  their  fufferings  a  confeflion  of  the 
guilt  of  their  protedor  j  but  his  expectations 
were  difappointed,  the  innocence  of  Choui(ki 
was  only  more  clearly  eftablilhed  by  the 
heroic  fortitude  with  which  they  braved  the 
malignity  of  Boris  in  fupport  of  their  pa- 
tron's caufe. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftandittg  the  erideoce  wad  nattne 
of  his  crime  could  not  be  authenticated^  yet 
he  wan  doomed  to  perpetual  banifliment, 
from  the  interefted  and  malicious  report  of 
this  informer.  Boris  foon  afterwards  gorged 
the  lufVof  his  revenge^  by  difpatching  fome 
of  his  minions  to  flrangle  this  meritorious 
nobleman  in  the  place  of  his  retirement  '\ 

Dionyfius  himfelf  was  the  next  deftined 
'vidim  of  the  implacable  Boris*  Touched 
with  the  mel^ancholy  pofture  of  affairs,  jealous 
of  fame,  and  carelefs  of  fafety,  this  virtuous 
pontiff,  in  conjundion  with  two  other  pre** 
lates  of  the  fame  intrepid  fpirit,  had  the  m^g^ 
nanimity  to  addrefs  the  Czar  on  the  condudi 
of  his  brother-in-law,  and  at  the  hazard  of 
their  heads  they  intreated  him,  in  the  name  of 
humanity ,  to  (lop  that  perfecuting  fpirit  which 
ihed  fuch  torrents  of  innocent  blood.  The 
moment  Godounof  was  informed  of  this 
manly  combination,  he  haftened  to  obtain 
from  Fedor,  that  phantom  of  royalty,  over 
whofe  mind  and  perfon  he  had  acquired  the 
mod  unparalleled  afcendancy,  to  ftrip  off 
thofe  facred  robes  which  the  dignified  ec« 
clefiaftics  had  fo  long  worn  with  mdjeftic 

■*  The  ignorance  or  humanity  of  Rochelle  mcliaes  bkn  to 
remove  the  three  counfellors  of  Fedor  to  diftant  provinces 
of  the  empire  with  the  rank  and  authority  of  {overnorc. 
Sec  Le  Czar  Demetrius,  p.  7. 

firm- 
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firnmefs  and  becoming  ikn&itj ;  reduced  to 
the  ftate  of  monks,  they  were  inclofed  in  dif« 
fenent  monafteries;  whilft  the  people  could 
only  deplore  the  fate  they  were  unable  to 
avert. 

•  The  '*  bifhop  of  Roftof,  named  Job,  was 
elc£ted  as  chief  of  the  epifcopal  order,;  he 
was  foon  afterwards  advanced  to  the  pleni* 
tude  of  fpiritual  dominion  by  the  additioa 
of  a  title,  which  illufive  fanaticifm  woiv 
(hipped  for  fo  many  years  with  the  fondeft 
mfatuation*  The  unpatronized  ftate  of  the  158s. 
Greek  church,  which  was  rapidly  haftening 
10  its  laft  ftage  of  decline,  paved  the  way  for 
this  acceflion  of  honour  and  enlargement  of 
power.  In  the  multiplicity  of  its  oppreffipn, 
the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople  fought  for 
relief  in  the  liberality  of  the  Czar.  To  ex- 
pedite his  anfwer,  he  hcxioured  Mofcow 
with  his  prefence,  and  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of 
Us  undertsfjdng,  he  refolved  to  endow  the 
Ruffian  church  with  fome  new  and  important 
prerogatives.  He  therefore  reprefented  to 
the  Czar  that  the  church,  in  the  days  of  her 
profperity,  had  been  governed  by  thefe  five 
leaders,  the  bifliop  of  Rome  and  the  pa« 
triarchs  of  Alexandria,  Antioch,  Gonftantino^ 
pie,  and  Jerufalem.  But  as  the  pope  had  loft 
his  rank  by  his  innumerable  herefies,  and  the 


■*  Lc  Cierc,  torn.  ii.  p.  371. 
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Ruffian  jpeople  were  fo  aufpicious  to  the  in* 
tereft  of  the  gofpel^  he  propofed  to  confecratc 
tfhe  metropolitan  in  quality  of  patriarch. 
To  this  ofier  the  Czar  gave  his  confent. 

By  this  new  office^  the  forms  of  their  di« 
irine  worfhip  were  (lill  more  encumbered  by 
a  variety  of  idle  and  fuperfluous  appendages^ 
which  made  the  Rufilans  ftiil  greater  ftrangers 
.  to  the  true  objed  of  devotion,  the  oblation 
of  the  heart.  From  the  aera  that  Ruffia  en* 
joyed  this  fupreme  magiftrate  of  ecclefiaflical 
affairs^  may  be  dated  her  entire  independence 
on  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople  '\ 

But  thefe  tranfaftions  which,  in  a  curfory 
view,  appear  fo  totally  unconneAed  with  the 
objed  of  Boris,  will  be  found,  on  a  more 
ileep  examination,  to  emanate  folejy  from  his 
political  wifdom  ;  fince  the  advancement  of 
the  bifliop  of  Roftof  to  the  feat  of  metro^ 
politan  gave  him  ilrong  claims  to  his  per* 
fonal  gratitude ;  whilft  his  approaching  ufurp- 
ation  would  be  completely  (heltered,  fortified^ 
and  confirmed,  under  the  influence  and  ap- 
probation ^of  the  facred  patriarch, 
1591.  To  crufh  his  infant  enemy  Demetrius,  who 

might  now  be  deemed  the  only  obftacle  to 
his  ambition,  formed  the  next  confideration. 
That  deed  was  however  foon  perpetrated  by 

**  See  King's  valuable  work  on  the  Greek  Chnrch,  Loud. 

1772,  p.  427.       .  ;      , 

his 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


REVOLUTIONS  OP  RUSSIA.  '305 

his  obedient  and  inexorable  aflaffins.  But 
we  fhall  avoid  relating,  in  this  place,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  death  of  Demetrius,  as 
they  are  fo  intimately  blended  in  a  tranfaflion 
which  will  hereafter  merit  an  inquiry  front 
its  uncommon  features  of  novelty.  To  give 
it  therefore  in  difmembered  parts,  would 
create  only  an  indiftin£l  and  fleeting  impref- 
iion,  whereas,  by  combining  it  in  one  ftrong 
aflemblage,  the  clue  is  preferved,  and  a  warm 
intereft  perhaps  excited  in  the  mind  of  the 
reader.  A  profufion  of  glaring  and  detached 
lights  thrown  into  a  piflure,  ferve  more  to 
deftroy  than  to  heighten  the  general  effect. 

Boris  might  now  imagine,  with  fome  de- 
gree of  probability,  that  the  tide  of  his  pro* 
fperity  would  flow  on  in  the  moft  uninter- 
rupted courfe.  But  Fortune  as  if  fhe  took  a 
pride  always  to  torment  and  harafs  him  when 
he  was  neareft  to  the  goal  of  his  fuccefs,  raife4 
up  another  infuperable  bar  to  the  confum- 
"mation  of  his  ambitious  defigns.  The  i59»- 
Czarina,  after  her  long  barrennefs,  was  de- 
livered of  a  daughter,  who  received  the  name 
of  Theodofia.  The  Czar,  in  the  tranfports 
of  his  happinefs,  for  fo  unexpected  an  event, 
liberated  the  prifoners,  many  of  whom  had 
been  condemned  to  death,  diftributed  hand-- 
ibme  prefents  to  the  feveral  monafterie?,  and 
tr^nfmitted  confiderable  lams  even  to  Palefi- 
oil  X  tine, 
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tine,  to  obtain  the  prayers  of  the  piow 
throughout  the  Holy  Land^  for  the  health 
of  the  young  princefs.  This  great  joy  was 
however  followed  by  the  moft  profound  ipr* 

>593-  row,  -  Theodofia  died  in  the  firft  year  of  her 
age.  But  her  death  was  unavoidable,  as  each 
moment  of  her  life  fo  ftrongly  clafhed  with 
the  towering  profpedls  of  her  uncle  '^ 

The  exiftence  of  Fedor  now  only  procraf- 
tinated  his  arrival  at  the  pinnacle  of  human 
greatnefs.     His  deceafe  took  place  about  the 

X598*  feventh  of  January,  but  whether  it  was  ac* 
celerated  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature, 
or  by  the  more  culpable  means  of  force,  is 
fludioufly  wrapped  in  the  moft  inexplicable 
darknefs  '*. 

In  the  perfon  of  Fedor  expired  the  laft 
fovereign  of  the  houfe  of  Rurik.  Of  all 
men  he  feems  to  have  been  the  leaft  fitted  to 
prefide  over  a  turbulent  and  warlike  people* 

*•  "  Pouva'ft-clle  vivre,"  Inquires  the  obferving  and  ju* 
dictous  Levefque,  '*  lorfque  la  dur^e  de  fes  jours  itsdt  con-^ 
trairc  aux  deffeins  de  Godounof/| 

**  Mr.  Williams,  who  is  too  apt  to  tranfgrefs  the  bounds 
of  hiftorical  truth  to  gratify  his  prejudice,  without  the  kaft 
hefitation  accufes  Boris  of  poifqning  Fcdor>  p.  52.  An 
hiftorian  however  who  treats  his  fubjcft  with  more  imparti- 
ality obferves,  "  That  it  is  more  ihan  conjetflural  thatiits  cn(i 
was  haflened  by  the  1171  patience  of  Boris  and  the  viole(i<;^  of 
^fecrct  poifon,"  Ruffian  Impollor,  p.  9,  The  authority  of 
Levefque,  Lc  Clerc,  and  Coxe»  gives  however  a  contraiy 
trdj^ht  to  this  affortion.  '■•.:: 

.    .  He 
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He  neither  poflefled  courage,  vigour,  induf^ 
try,  penetration,  nor  enterprize  "•  Incapable 
of  irurbing  the  licentioufnefs  of  his  nobles 
with  a  ftrong  hand,  he  was  forced  to  devolve 
on  them  the  weight  of  government  j  by 
which  means,  both  he  and  his  people  be^ 
came  an  eafy  prey  to  their  rapacioufnefs 
and  ambition ;  nor  was  this  weaknefs  of 
difpofition  alleviated  by  the  innocence  of 
his  intentions.  After  a  reign  of  about  tj^t 
eleven  years  in  which  his  indolence^  levity, 
and  ficklenefs,  had  prepared  the  way  for 
a  feries  of  public  diforders,  he  died  as 
he,  lived,  without  notice  and  without 
efteem  '*. 


■  No  fooner  had  the  funeral  rites  of  the 
prince  been  performed,  than  the  Czarina  con« 

■7  '*  Fedor  mourut,"  obferves  the  fcnfible  Lc  Clerc^  tonu  ii.- 
P*  373*  *^  ^^  ^59^»  apres  avoir  ve^iti  pendalit  ii  ans  faas  k 
tronc/' 

■•  Read  in  the  Univerfal  Hift«  vol.  rsxv.  p«  273,  274.  saA 
reject  the  ridiculous  accouitt  of  the  elevation  of  Boris  to  the 
vacant  throne^  and  in  the  fame  page  feconcilci  if  poflible^ 
this  fentence  with  the  concurrent  tedimony  of  all  authentic 
hiftorians  :— "  Theodore  died,  after  a  refgn  of  twelve  yearSf 
not  without  fufpicion  of  his  having  been  poifoned  by  hit 
brother-in-law.  The  Cxarina  feenud  fo  fuifibU  of  thlt^  thatjbi 
firongly  reproached  her  brother  Boris  Ooudenow  with  the  murJef 
of  her  hujtand^  and  would  never  fpeat  to  him  afierwardi** 

•  Leve(que»  torn.  iii.    p.  330-  23^ 

X  2  voked 
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voted  the  patriarch,  the  chief  members  of  the 
clergy,  and  moft  of  the  nobility.  In  a  fpeech 
of  anlels  brevity  fhe  declared  to  them  that 
the  Czar,  on  his  death-bed,  had  commanded 
her  to  renounce  the  world,  and  in  the  folitude 
of  a  monaftery,  to  confecraie  hfer  days  to  God. 
At  this  voluntary  refignation  of  her  power  * 
the  auguft  aflembly,  with  ohc  voice,  intreated 
her  to  accept  the  fupreme  adminiftration  of 
.  juftice,  although  the  Ruffian  throne  had  ac-^ 
knowledged  no  feminine  fway  for  the  fpace 
of  k\'tn  hundred  years,  except  in  the  mi- 
nority of 'their  fons. 

Their  folicilations  were  however  dif^ 
regfarded ;  (he  retired  to  a  convent  in  Mofcow, 
on  the  fixteenth  of  January,  and  there  took 
the  habit  under  the  name  of  Alexandra. 
How  rarely  does  the  fcroll  of  hiftory  pro- 
duce fo  Ariking  an  example  of  female  mo- 
deration and  obedience  !  Boris,  fo  confpi- 
cuous  for  his  cruelty,  and  fo  inflated  witE 
amT)ition,  accompanied  his  (ifter  under  the 
:plaufible  pretext  of  participating  and  aiding 
'her  endeavour  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of 
the  'ftate,  until  her  new  fucceflbr  was  ap- 
pointed '. 

:  .  ^r 

*'  *  See  RufTmn  Iinpoi^or,  p.  c„  xo. 

' ;-  "  Et  pour  mllux  couvrir  Ton  jcii,  il  s'enrerrnaidans 

«n  convent,' — ^pcnd:int  qu'ii  taifbit  preiFer  loo  ^lefiion  par 
iliielqiics  uni  dc   Ics  amii  u  rhiil.uitc  i'upplication,  deJ>iucl$ 
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By  the  death  of  the  laft  Czar  the  reigning 
branch  became  extin£k^;  but  although  the 
cracky  of  Ivan,  and  the  power  of  .fioris^  had 
fwept .  away  fo  many  patrician  farQiUes^  yet 
the  blood  of  Rurik  was  ftill  remotely  per- 
petuated and  preferved  in  unbroken  unity, 
througli  all  the  ftorms  and  (Irugglep  of  the 
ancient  dynally.  There  ftill  remained  many 
princes  derived  from  the  ftock  of  that  ;ve-j. 
nerable  houfe  ;  whofe  claims  therefore^  iit 
this  approaching  election  would  have^beea 
omnipotent,  had  the  people  becitJun^viUing.tp 
deviate  from  theftridl  order  of  a  regular  hcfre- 
ditary.  fucceffion.  Yet  their  rights^  far  from 
being  .difcuflfed  with  the  domineering  tone  of 
precedency,  at  thisi .  critical  jundung,  were 
mingled  without/  dtftin£tioa  and-.i7vithout 
fubftande  in  the  nun^erous  roll  of  candidates 
who  ftarted  for  the  imperial  prize.  ..Thus,  in 
this  group  of  equal  pretenfions,  Borislpofleflfed 
too  ftrong  an  intereft  among  fh/?j  nobles 
and  the  people  to  fufped  hia  hopes  would 
be  fruft|:ated  in  the  allembly  which  difpofe^ 
of  the  trown. 


it  fit  iemblant  de  fc  laifler  vaincre»  et  d'acccpter  la  cou* 
ronne  i"  is  the  deciiive  fentence  of  that  curious  and .  iiitelli- 
£ent  travelkr  Adan  Oleartus.     See  Voyage  en  Mofcovie; . 
torn*  i.  Hv*  iii*  p*  264.     , 
^  Le  Clerc^  torn.  ii.  p*  4$^. 

X  3  With 
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With  difcreet  and  reafonable  fiJence  •  he 
therefore  awaited  the  event  in  his  monMHc 
retirement.  To  the  palace  of  the  patriarch, 
the  a£dve  tool  of  Boris,  (whofe  fpiritual  do^ 
minion,  by  the  aid  of  fuperftition  and  her 
genuine  offspring,  credulity,  wa6  now  fo  *ex« 
Cenfive  over  the  minds  and  f<bntiments  of  men,) 
the  clergy,  the  nobility,  and.  citizens  of  the 
difierent  towns  repaired,  foe  the  eie<5lion  of  a 
fovereign ;  it  may  eaiily  be  fuppofed  that  by 
the  exertions  of  the  patriarch  the  election 
was  foon  determined  in  favour  of  Godounof. 

No  fooner  had  the  people  been  informed 
that  Boris  was  the  fuccofsful  candidate,  than 
they  ran  in  great  crowds  to  the  monaftery 
where  he  was  Qiut  up  with  his  fiCber  in  clofc 
conference:  their  doors  were  broke  open 
with  refpedful  violence ;  and  with '  loud  ac* 
clamations  he  was  congratulated  on  his  fuc** 
ceflion,  for  his  political  knowledge,  his  mu« 
nificence,  his  judicious  mixture  of  rigour  and 
mildnefs,  his  indefatigable  application  to  bu-* 
finefs,  and  his  impartial  adminiilration  of  ju£« 
tice  *,  (where  his  own  intereft  did  not  inter* 

fere,) 

J  See  Abrief  hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Einpire  of  Rufli% 
P-  5—7- 

*  The  followfng  example  may  be  produced  of  the  fevcrlty 
of  his  juftice.  "  The  chancellor  of  the  province  of  Rezaii 
having  been  tempted  hj  the  bribe  of  one  handrtd  rubles 

(fifty 
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fcrcj)  procured  from  the  people,  who  were 
ignorant  of  his  crimes,  a  large  portion  of 
their  efteem  and  affedlion.  But  beneath  the 
maik  of  feigned  humility  this  afpiring  per«- 
fonage  concealed  the  amplitude  of  his  hap«- 
pinefs :  he  had  the  ineffable  effrontery  to  re« 
fufe  that  rank  which  he  had  fought  by  fo 
much  blood  and  labour,  demanded  that  they 
ihould  proceed  to  a  new  ele&ion,  and  de^^ 
clared  his  refolution  of  taking  the  monaftic 
habit. 

On  this  refufal  they  convened  a  fre(h  meet^ 
ing  for  another  choice ;  but  no  doubt,  mea* 
fures  were  too  well  concerted  by  his  numerous 
and  tra^ble  parti?:ans,  that  he  fliould  be  agaia 
eleded  to  hold  the  reins  of  goverument.  Af- 
ter the  fecond  appointment  ^  of  Bpris;  tbf 


*( fifty  poands)  nnjufUy  to  decree  a  poor  widow's  la^id  of  la* 
heritance  from  her»  the  inflexible  Czar,  on  the  proof  of  the 
fa^,  commanded  the  degraded  chancellor  to  carry  a  bag 
of  money  upon  his  neck  to  the  fame  amount*  and  td  'bfe 
whipped  by  the  common  hangman  fronn  the  great  chsck* 
eery  offic6  to  the  market  place,  and  back  to  the  fame  place. 
And  not  content  with  thispunifhment>  he  ordered  the  money 
there  to  be  melted  and  poured  down  his  throat ;  all  whidlt 
fays  the  writer,  (perhaps  an  eye  witnefs  of  the  diilrefling 
fcency)  was  done  accordingly.  Sec  A  brief  hiftorical  Re- 
lation of  the  Empire  of  Ruflia,  p.  ii,  12.  However  mo- 
dem  humanity  and  wifdom  may  confider  the  oflFence  ex- 
ceeded by  the  penalty,  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  this 
extraordinary  rigour  had  the  dedred  effedl  of  making  him 
very  formidable  to  the  guilty. 

X  4  patriarch. 
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patriarch,  preceded  by  the  clergy,  who  car- 
ried the  crofs  and  images,  and  followed  by 
the  whole  body  of  eledors,  prefented  them- 
felves  to  the  Czarina.  By  tears  and  entrea- 
ties they  prevailed  bn  this  princefs  to  engage 
her.  brother  to  afcend  the  throne.  Boris 
therefore  after  the  appearance  of  a  decent 
refiftance^  was  perfuaded  to  yield  himfelf  up 
<0  the  ardent  defire  of  the  nation. 

But  the  preparations  for  his  coronation 
were  interrupted  by  the  alarming  intelligence 
tbdt  the  Krimean  Khan  was  preparing  to -Fall 
on  Ruflia,  fupplied  with  feven  thoufand  ja- 
*ilffaries  by  the  friendftiip  of  the  Ottoman 
court  J  and  the  firft  adk  of  Boris,  when  he 
flood  acknowledged  as  the  fole  mailer  of 
Riiflia,  evinces  'his  ftrong  and  meritorious 
defire  to  be  equally  diftinguifhed  as  a  (latef- 
man  and  warrior.  Of  too  wife  and  martial 
a  ipirit  to  idle  away  his  time  in  abfurd  pomp, 
when  danger  hovered  around  his  empire,  he 
proceeded  to  S^rpouklof,  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  whole  army,  eager  to  teftify 
againft  thefe  conftant  difturbers  of  Ruflia,  his 
zeal  for  his  owrt  glory,  and  the  general  hap- 
■pinefs.  But  the  tidings  of  this  invafion  pro- 
ceeded from  an  erroneous  fource.       Inftcad 

y  See  Tooke,  vol.  I.  p.  305,  306.  Radian  Impoftor,  p.  12. 
<*  Apres  quelques  refus  ccudiez,  il  ic  rcniJit  a  Jeur  pricrcs.'* 
Rochelle)  p.  14.     Sec  like  wife  Lacombe^  p.  6o. 

of 
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of.  beholding  the  rapidity  of  the  Khan^*  war- 
like movements,  he  was  met  only'  by  hi$ 
peaceful  deputies ;  compelled  to  iheath  hit 
fwqrd  by  their  fubmiflive  behaviour,  his  fa^-  . 
gacious  mind  ftill  fuggefted  to  him  the  po* 
licy  of  impreffing  thefe  barbarians  with  re- 
verence for  his  perfon,  by  difplaying  with 
oftentation  the  greatnefs  and  difcipline  of 
Ruffia. 

The  immenfe  army  of  Boris,  amounting 
to  five  hundred  thoufand  men%  whofehorfes^ 
armour,  cloathing,  and  weapons,  were  of  fu- 
perior  excellence,  ftill  occupied  a  plain  on  the 
banks   of  the  Oka.     When  thefe  Tatar  en-" 
voys  had  advanced  \vithin  feven  verfts  of  the 
camp  they  were  commanded   to   haltj  the 
whole   night  preceding  their  audience,   the 
cannon  maintained  an  incefTant  fire.     At  the 
break  of  day,  all  the  troops  ftopd  %o  their 
arm&  in  order  and  filence,  from  the  quarters 
of  the  Czar  to  the  tents  of  the  deputies.     The 
cavalry  was  ranged  behind  the  infantry^  which 
drew  up  in  rank  on  either  fide  of  the  roaA 
The  Tatars,  awe-ftruck  at  fuch  martial  pomp^ 
could  with  difficulty  find  their  voices,  when 
admitted  into  the   royal  prefence,  and   the 
Czar   enjoyed   the   terror    this    magnificent 
fpedacle  had  infpired.     This  oftentatious  ex- 
hibition of  the  ftrength  of  his  empire  pro- 

•  Margeret,  p.  8. 

'  duced 
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duced  the  defired  tfftQ.  The  Tatars,  pe- 
netrated with  fear,  no  more  dared  to  make 
their  tranfient  though  deadly  inroads  into  the 
centre  of  Ruflia.  After  giving  an  immenft 
donative,  and  general  entertainment  to  the 
army,  he  repaired  to  Mofcow,  where  he  was 
received  by  the  people  with  all  the  applaufc 
of  a  conqueror. 
1599.  On  the  day  of  his  inauguration  which  was 

celebrated  with  all  imaginable  fplendour 
during  mafs  %  with  a  loud  voice  he  invoked 
the  Almighty -Father  to  witnefs  that,  during 
his  leign,  none  of  his  fubjedts  fhould  languilh 
-  in  want ;  and  juftly  fenfible  how  much  more 
the  warmth  of  a  rude  imagination  is  affeded 
by  forcible  figns,  than  by  the  deliberate  dic- 
tates of  reafon,  he  rent  afunder  his  fhirt  and 
cried  out  to  the  admiring  aflembly  he  was 
ready  to  relinquifti  all  his  pofleffions,  to  the 
urgent  neceflities  of  the  unfortunate.  It 
is  not  equally  afcertained,  whether  the  fame 
impious  hypocrify  impelled  him  to  make 
the  pacific  vow  of  abolifhing  all  capital  pu- 
niftiments,  for  during  the  fubfequcnt  part  of 
his  reign  in  fecret  only  was  death  adminiftered 
in  a  variety  of  horrible  fliapes,  to  his  boyars 
and  people  ■^ 

•  Lcvefquc,  torn.  lii.  p.  235 — 43S.    Lc  ClerCf  torn,  iu 
p.  462. 

■°  Sec  Margerct,  p.  35. 

The 
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The  vices  and  crimes  moft  oppofue  to  true 
piety  have  been  frequently  tinged  with  the 
(hades  of  fuperflition.      In   the   impulfe  of 
fonatic,  zeal  he   fquandered   away  immcnre 
iiims  on  churches,  enriched  the  monaderies^ 
and  undertook  frequent  pilgrimages.    A  fan- 
taftic  and  durable  monument  of  his  devotion  is 
a  "  bell  which  he  call  of  the  enormous  w)2ight 
of  two.  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand 
pounds ;  and  which  is  flill  we  believe  to  be 
feen  and  admired  in  a  tower  of  the  Kremlin. 
Ten  years  before  he  had  enjoyed  all  the  title 
and  powers  of  majefty,  his  only  fon  "  being 
attacked  by  a  dangerous  illnefs,  was  forced 
by  his  pofitive  commands  to  drink  cold  holy 
water,  and  to  be  tranfported  naked  into  the 
church,  to  their  faint  Bafil,  where  the  intenfe 
feverity  of  the  weather  foon  put  an  end  to  his^ 
miferable  exigence.     This  fa€t  proves  that, 
be  was  really  bewildered  in  all  the  mazes  of 
abfurd  and  odious  fuperftition,  or  that  he  bad 
the  audacious  irreverence  to  ufe  the  Chriftiaa 
religioa  as  the  engine  of  political  tyranny  and' 
popular  delufion, 

"  Fifty  men,  according  to  the  evidence  of  an  accurate 
traveUer,  might  ftand  within  this  famous  bell  of  Boris*  See 
Carliflc  EmbafTy,  p.  X38.  The  emprefs  Anne  however 
eclipfed  the  piety  of  Boris,  by  cafting  a  bell  of  the  unparal- 
leled weight  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thoufand  pounds. 
See  Coze,  whi  fypra^  vol.  i.  p.  323.  The  reader  may  fee  a 
liefcripuoii  and  engraving  of  this  famous  bell  in  Hanway's 
fravels- 

)?  3ee  Fletcher,  p.  105. 

Yet 
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Yet  every  reader,  whofe  mind  glows  with 
the  love  of  leslrning,  and  whofe  humanity 
deplores  the  horrors  of  barbarifm,  muft  ap- 
plaud the  zealous  exertions  of  Boris  to  difpel 
that  intelledual  ploom  which  furrounded 
his  nation.  His  ''  laudable  defire  of  emv\U-» 
ting  the  enlightened  projects  of  Ivan  IV* 
led  him  to  invite,  from  Germany  and  Eng- 
land'%    mathematicians,  officers,   phyficiaus 

and 

"  Levefquc,  torn.  ili.  p.  239,  240- 

■♦  How  clofe  the  intimacy  was  between  England  and  Rui"- 
iia  111  the  reign  of  Boris,  may  be  feen  in  the  following  curi- 
ous letter  of  thanks  which  that  monarch  wrote  to  Elizabeth, 
for  her  oflFer  of  fending  him  over  a  young  lady  to  match  with 
fome  of  his  family. 

Cotton  MS.  Nero-*B.  xi. 

"  Through  the  tender  mercye  of  God,  whereby  the  daic 
fpring  from  on  high  doth  guyde  our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace,  the  God  in  triniti^  we»  pratie  for  his  mercie. 

"  From  the  great  Lo.  Kir  g,  and  Great  Duke  Burtys 
Pherlorow^S  of  all  Ruflia  only  upholder,  of  VoloUemicy  Mof- 
CO9  Novogorode,  King  of  Cazan,  Adrachan,  Lord  of  Voi/ko, 
and  Great  Duke  of  Smoleniko,  Otver,  Ughery,  Pcrmc, 
Veat(key»  Bolgarie,  faxd  other  regions.  Great  Duke  alilbof 
Novogorod  in  the  lowe  countries,  Chermico,  Razan,  PelodkOf 
RoAovefky,  Yearoflauley^  Belozera»  and  all  L.eyuffiand,  of 
of  UdoHkey,  Coudin(ke,  and  commander  of  all  the  contrte 
of  Syberia,  and  of  the  north  part,  and  Lord  over  the  con- 
tries  of  VcHkey,  Grumilkeyt  and  King  ov'  the  contrcy 
of  Kabordinikey,  Cherka(ke,  Duke  over  the  contrcy  ofj 
Igorfkey,  and  ruler  over  many  other  kingdoms  and  do 
sions,  our  deare  &  loving  ilder,  greeting. 
,  **  To  the  right  high  and  worthic  Prince,  our  deare  aiu^ 
loYiag  fider  Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queene  ( 
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and  apothecaries,  and  to  grant  them  permit- 
fion  to  maintain  their  own  freedom  of  reli- 
gious worfhip ;  imprefled  alfo  with  this  wife 

notion 


England,  France,  and  Ireland,  and  of  many  other  con- 
triss. 

*'  Your  ma'**,  our  loving  fi  ler,  hath  fent  unto  us  yo'"  prince- 
ly and  kynde  I'res,  profefling  yo'  ii'lerly  love  and  afFedion  to- 
wards us,  w**"  we  have  diligently  p'ufed  Sc  read,  ^  doc 
moll  kyndlic  conccavc  therof. 

*'  And  concerning  y*  argum*  of  your  princely  Ir's,  it  can- 
not but  geve  us  an  extraor4jr  contenim*  wee  finding  therein 
youxMa^'*  love  Sc  affeccion  towards  us  and  o' children,  carefully 
cndevoring  the  matching  &  bellowinge  of  them  Tn  your  ownc 
lyne  and  race  :  by  wliich  yo«"  letters  your  highnes  made 
knowne  unto  us,  that  amon.^ft  others  you  have  made  choife 
oi  a  young  Ladie,  being  a  pure  may  den,  nobly  defcendcd 
by  father  &  mother,  adorned  with  graces  &  extraordinary 
guifts  of  nature,  about  xi  yeres  of  age,  of  wliom  yoa  make 
ttn  offer  unto  us,  that  yf  it  be  the  pleafiire  of  God  to  cnclinc 
y*  hartes  of  the  twoe  yonge  coople  to  like  one  of  the  other, 
all  circunidances  fhal  be  accomodated  on  yor  part,  and  that 
your  princely  dcfire  is  to  knitt  more  and  more,  if  it  can  bee, 
the  nfiutual  bonds  of  frendihip  as  that  no  pra<!lize  of  others 
envic  (hould  have  power  to  weaken  or  bleuiylh  the  fame. 

Of  w***  ladie  and  others  yo'  Mat'*  intended  to  fend  8i  re- 
p'sent  unto  us  as  many  livelie  images,  as  abfence  could  af^ 
ford,  by  a  gentleman  well  qualified,  &  well  truded  by  you, 
who  fhould  frely  &  p'ticulerly  deal  w**  us,  in  all  things  necef- 
fary  for  an  aflFaire  of  this  importance,  wifliing  us  to  fufpcnd 
from  embracing  any  oth^  coarfc  in  y^  kindc,  till  we  havQ 
heard  what  yor  EmbalTador  (whom  you  purpofe  to  fcnde) 
GouIH  £ue  in  the  matter.  But  yo'  Matic  hath  y'reia  not  p'tir 
culcrly  written  unto  us  (of  that  wourthie  ladie}  what  fhe 
is:  wheth'  ihcc  be  of  yo'  Highnes  blood,  difcended  of  your 
Royall  race,  by  yor  father  or  mother,  or  from  fome  other 
.«Arcbdtike^r  Duke  s  whereof  we  are  deilrous  to  be  refoIved» 
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notion  that  the  fyftem  of  foreign  cducatioii 
would  corred  and  improve  that  illiberal  and 
auftere  temper  which  charaderized  his  fub-» 
jcds,  and  enlarge  the  circumfcribed  fpherc 
of  their  knowledge,  he  difpatched  lixteen 
youths  of  noble  origin  on  their  travels,  to 
open  their  minds  to  the  arts,  and  fciences  of 
civilized  countries. 

Five  were  entrufted  to  the  magiftrate  of 
Lubec,  the  reft  fought  for  improvement  at 
the  court  of  Charles  the  ninth  king  of  Swe- 

Hpon  confidcratlon  ot  v*^  yo' Ma''«*s  moft  kynde  Ires,  wee 
Great  Kinge  &  Great  Duke  BurrisPhedcrowichof  all  Ruffia 
doe  acknowledg  our  (elf  nmch  beholding  unto  you,  that  yoo 
o'^  lovein^  fid'"  are  pleafed  to  make  unto  us  fo  loving  and  free 
an  oii'er,  in  this  kynde,  wheriu  it  cannot  be  unknowne  unto 
your  Majeilie  that  wee  have  byn  moved  and  formerly  dealc 
withull  by  divers  otlicr  great  princes,  who  have  fent  unto, 
us  with  eUrneft  cntrcatie  to  match  with  our  children  ;  and  ia 
refped  of  our  conceipt  of  your  Majeilic's  good  aflFedlion  to- 
wardcs  us,  we  doe  rather  &  more  willingly  enclyne  to  your 
princely  offer,  than  to  the  ciFer  of  any  other  great  prince 
whatfoever. 

•*  And  to  that  end,  ourdcdre  is,  that  you  our  loving  fiftcr 
would  be  pleafed  before  you  doe  fend  your  EmbaiTadoury  to  let 
us  knowe  howc  this  Ladie  (purpofed  by  your  Majeftie  to  be 
oflEred  unto  us  in  maryage)  ftandeth  allied  to  your  Majcftifc, 
or  otherwife  from  what  Duke  or  Archduke  {he  is  dcfccndcd : 
upon  notice  wherof,  we  Ihall  apply  ourfelf  to  rcfolve  of  the 
matter.  And,  in  the  mianc  tyme  we  will  fufpcnde  the  cm- 
bracing  any  other  courfe  in  this  bufynes,  expedling  Aivith  all 
expedition  to  be  fatisfied  fullie  by  your  Majeftie  herein. 
Writtefi  in  our  princeKy  pallace  in  the  cittie  of  Mofkoe,  in  the 
yeare  fince  the  beginning  of  tlic  world  711 1,  and  iu  the 
fnoncth  of  Aprille," 
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den.  And  though  no  fire  of  original  genius 
illuminated  the  land  by  their  proficiency, 
yet  it  ferved  to  difiufe  the  fpirit  of  inquiry 
through  a  wider  extent,  which  by  degrees 
led  them  to  admire  the  produdions  of  learn* 
ing  and  feience. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  century,  Boris  more 
ftrikingly  than  ever  difplayed  his  tafte  for 
public  magnificence,  under  the  perfuafioa 
that  it  exalted  the  refpedt  for  majefty  in  the 
eyes  of  -a  rude  people.  The  occafion  was  1600. 
the  vifit  of  the  brother  of  Chriftian  king  of 
Denmark,  who  from  political  motives  courted 
an  alliance  with  his  daughter  the  princefs 
Axenia.  But  Boris  was  foon  compelled  to 
defert  the  gay  fplendour  of  drefs  and  the 
prjofufe  luxury  of  the  table,  to  mourn  the 
lofs  of  the  Danifh  prince,  who  expired  forty 
days  after  his  arrival,  a  victim  to  a  feftival 
which  was  given  by  the  expenfive  and  courtly 
tafte  of  the  Czar  *^ 

The  heavy  arm  of  adverfity  was  now 
raifed  againft  the  Ruffian  monarch,  and  eacH 
fucceifive  attack  was  made  with  fuch  an  in-* 
creafe  of  vigour,  that  his  firmnefs  tottered,!^ 
and  at  lad  bowed  beneath  their  mighty 
weight.  Soon  after  the  premature  end  of 
tlie]priace,  that  moll  hideous  and  invincible 

's  Soe  M^rgeretj^  p.  |4« 
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enemy  fauune  fcourged  the  capital  of  Ruilia. 
During  the  fumiher  **  of  the  lirft  year  of  the 
century,  rain  fell  in  great  abundance,  and  the 
cars  of  the  corn,  fwelled  by  the  inoifture  which 
nouriflied   them,    gave   to  the   labourer  the 

i6oi.  pleafmg  profpefl:  of  a  rich  harveft ;  but  an 
unexpected  froft  checked  the  increaling  ripe- 
nefs  of  the  grain.  This  portentous  evil  was 
(lightly  regarded  by  th:i  giddy  people,  who 
iaw  the  public  granaries  well  lilled  with  provi- 
fion  for  the  following  winter ;  biit  when  the 
froft-ftruck  grain  which  they  fo  abfurdly  em- 
ployed to  fow  the  lands  yielded  no  produce, 
and  the  oats  which  they  had  fown  in  the 
ipring  to  remedy  this  inconvenience  rotted 
in  the  ground ;  then  the  fcarcity  became  un- 

*^''  fupportable,  then  reigned  the  moft  dire  mor- 
tality. Then  outrages  were  committed  that 
cannot  be  related  without  paralyzing  th« 
mind  with  horror.  In  the  madnefs  of  their 
hunger  and  defpair,  mothers  plunged  their 
poignards  into,  the  breads  of  infants.  In  the 
face  of  day  one  woman,  to  appeafe  the  cra- 
vings of  hunger,  tore  with  her  own  teeth  the 
flefh  of  her  babe  which  (he  held  in  her  arms, 
and  this  fruit  of  her  womb  would  have  in- 
evitably been  devoured,  bad  not  the  people 
plucked  it  from,  her  inhuman  bofom.     Four 

•^  Mullcr  apqd  ^-cydijucj  tom.  iii.  p.  247,  248. 
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women  who  lodged  together,  for  the  nou- 
riihment  of  their  ftarved  carcafes,  enticed  a 
man  into  their  room,  who  was  paffiog  with 
a  load  of  wood  to  fell.     The  moment  their 
doors  were  clofed  they  maflfacred  him,  killed 
the  horfe  who  carried  the  wood,  and  dragged 
the  two  bodies  into  their  ice  cellar.     Thefe 
furies  being  brought  to  juftice,  on  the  difco- 
yery  of  their  barbarities,  declared,   that  this 
peafant  was  the  third  man  '^  who  had  been 
facrificed  to  their  phrenfied  appetites.. 
'    This   unforefeen  calamity  the   humanity 
and  wifdom  of  Boris  laboured  to  remedy,  by 
daily    diftributing    feveral    thoufand    rubles 
from  his  coffers  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
poor  of  Mofcow,   and  by    compelling  the 
nobles  and  bifhops  who  had  a  fuperfluity  of 
com,  to  difpofe  of  it  to  hina  in  this  time  of 
want  for  half  its  value,  that  he  might  cir- 
culate it  gratuitoufly  to   relieve  the  diftrefs 
of  his  people".     While '*  to   prolong  this 
fcene   of  mifery  and  diftrefs,    where   daily 
were  feen  old  men,  women,  and  children, 
ftretching    out    tKeir    hands    in    fpeechlefs 
agony  for  fuftenance,  and  expiring  in  the  ad  j 

"^  Margeret,  p.  33,  34. 

■*  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  307. — Margeret  obferves,  whofe  writ- 
bigs  betray  .no  rtmarkablc  efteem  for  the  chara<aer  of  Boris  « 
**  Lafomme  que  I'Enapcreur  Boris  dilbourfa  pour  ccs  pau- 
vrcs  eft  ipcroyablc." 

'9  L«vef|ttei  torn.  tit.  p*  t^t, 

Y  where 
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where  nothing  was  heard  but  fhricks,  groatis, 
and  lamentations  ;  where  the 'rites  of  fepul- 
ture  were  neglefted,  from  the  multitude  of 
dead  bodies  which  covered  the  ftreets ;  a 
prowling^  band  of  robbers,  with  mind^  en- 
venomed, defperate,  and  unrelenting,  infeft- 
ed  openly,  and  with  impunity,  the  highways 
to  Mofcow.  Stationed  at  different  quarters, 
they  cut  off  all  communications  with  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  ftate,*  they  fpread  a  ge* 
neral  panic  through  the  city.  Their  cou- 
rage was  effedually  fignalized  by  a  viftory 
over  the  troops  that  were  fent  to  extir- 
pate them.  Powerful  only  by  coalition,  they 
rufhed  forwards  to  the  .battle,  with  the  full 
determination  either  to  conquer  or  to  die : 
for  it  is  the  nature  of  profligate  minds, 
to  be  at  variance  in  peace,  and  only  united  ifl 
fedition. 

When  the  court  received  the  intelligence 
of  their  humiliating  lofs,  a  Voyevode  imme- 
diately advanced  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
and  veteran  army.  The  incendiaries,  flufhed 
with  fuccefs,  and  ftrong  in  refources,  viewed 
their  ftrength,  and  laughed  at  the  ideas  of 
defeat.  Their  chief,  named  Khlopko,  was 
well  fitted  to  lead  on  a  fet  of  defperatc  ruf- 
fians. The  field  of  adion  wat  bis  pride; 
ftern^  aftive,  and  unforgiving,  free  from  all 
tcflraints  of  humanity  and  julUcet  aod  never 

fo 
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fo  much  pleafed  as  when  employed  in  ads' of 
rapine  and  cruelty.  After  arranging  his  mea 
in  military  order,  with  impetuous  violence 
he  charged  the  enemy,  and  killed  in  the  firft 
attack  the  lieutenant  of  the  Czar.  Stung 
with  ihame,  grief,  and  indignation  at  the 
death  of  their  general,  the  foldiers  of  Boris 
renewed  the  fight  with  hearts  burning  for  re- 
venge. Roufed  by  this  laft  dUgrace,  thejf* 
added  rage  to  bravery,  and  bore  down  all  be»- 
fore  them.  The  freebooters  fought  like  men 
who  had  been  inured  to  enterprize  and  trained 
to  war**".  The  fuccefs  of  the  royal  arms  Was  not 
decifive  until  the  greateft  part  of  their  anta- 
gonifls  were  ilaughtered.  Khlopko  alone  was 
found  lying  among  heaps  of  flain,  over- 
powered by  the  lofs  of  blood,  and  by  the  fa- 
tigue of  his  uncommon  exertions.  The 
fcanty  remnants  of  his  accomplices,  in  their 
retreat  to  Little  Ruflia,  were,  in  the  end, 
taken  and  puniflied  for  their  atrocious 
crimes  *'•  Such  was  the  fare  of  this  furious 
banditti,  and  fo  favourable  is  the  reign  of  an 
tifurper  to  the  career  of  plunder  and  re- 
bellion. 

*^  Le  Clerc  imprefles  us  wttb  no  mean  opinion  of  the  ta- 
lents of  Khlopko,  when  he  fays,  the  troops  which  Boris  fent 
againft  him  were  beaten  in  different  engagements ;  •*  qitoi- 
qu*  elles  fuffent  commandoes  par  des  hommes  aguerris,  Ruf- 
fes, Allemands,  Polonois,  Livoniens  j'*  ttai.  ii.  p.  464. 

•■  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p»i5*- 
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The  provifions  to  the  capital  being  nb' 
longer  intercepted  by  this  bold  adventure  of 
Khlopko,  the  injuries  of  this  long  and  gene- 
ral famine  were  gradually  repaired,  and  it 
was  evident  the  policy  of  Boris  wiftied  to 
avoid  the  renewal  of  fuch  a  terrible  fcarcity^ 
by  his  fubfequent  and  earneft  endeavours  to 
revive  the  commercial  intercourfe  which  had 
formerly  exifted  between  the  Hanfeatic 
Towns  and  Ruffia.  But  the  plentiful  ftate 
of  the  empire  was  not  reftored  without  the 
deplorable  calculation  of  upwards  of  fix  hun- 
dred thouf^nd  lives**  having  been  fwept 
away  in  the  city  of  Mofcow  alone,  its  popu- 
lation perhaps  being  fo  confiderably  aug- 
mented by  the  immenfe  influx  of  wretches 
who  poured  in  from  all  parts  to  the  capital, 
under  full  expedlatiou  of  finding  immediate 
relief;  nor  were  his  meafures  lefs  judicious 
to  prevent  a  band  of  ruffians  again  crouding 
to  the  ftandard  of  rapine  to  fpread  mifery  and 
deflrudion  in  the  heart  of  the  empire* 

In  order  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  the 
government  from  fimilar  difafters,  and  like- 
wife  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  his  reftlefs 
neighbours  the  habits  of  peace  and  the  fen- 
timents  of  veneration,  the  politic  Boris  at- 
tached   to  his  fervice  a   confiderable  num- 

**  LcCIerc,  torn.  li.  p.  464,  465. 
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•her  of  Lithuanian*',  Poliih,  atid  German  1603. 
officers,  under  whofc  aufpices  the  fcience  of 
ta<3;ics  was  introduced  to  the  Ruffian  army, 
The  Iplendour  of  their  uniforms,  made  after 
the  fafliion  of  their  own  country,  and  the 
pride  he  took  in  difplaying  them  to  the  am- 
baffadors  of  European  princes,  evince  their 
ample  poffeffion  of  royal  favour.  With  the 
fame  intention  to  procure  internal  quiet,  he 
furrounded  Smolenfk  with  a  wall  of  ftone,  as 
a  place  of  fhelter  a;gainft  the  attacks  of  the 
Poles,  and  eredled  a. town  and  fortrefs,  which 
was  called  Boriflbva,  after  the  name  of  it^ 
founder,  to  ferve  as  a  bulwark  againft  the 
Tatars  and  Circaffians  **. 

But  the  peace  and  fecurity  enjoyed  from 
thefe  wife  precautions  were  fullied  by  his 
private  malice  and  public  oppreffion  ;  always 
the  flave  of  jealoufy  and  diftruft,  he  efteemed 
it  fiis  duty  to  follow  the  flighted  umbrage 
with  death.  Thdfe  families  who  were  odious 
frono  their  virtues,  or  formidable  from  their 
power^  were  embroiled  by  his  bafe  con- 
trivances in  difputes,  which  generally  led  to 
their  mutual  deftrudtion.  When  his  arti- 
fices failed  to  involve  them  in  difcord,  he 
had  recourfe  to  means,  which  fix  an  indelible 
(lamp  of  difgrace   on  his   memory,  means 

*'  Levefquc,  torn.  ili.  p.  254. 
♦♦  Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  11.  p.  465. 
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by  which  fufpicion  was  confidcred  cquiva^f 
lent  to  proof,  and  condemnation  was  fabfti- 
tuted  for  trial.     A  hive  **  of  informers,  ftip-» 
ported  by  his  criminal   bounty,  were  inde- 
fatigable in  their  accufations  againft  every  of-? 
der  of  meni  When  once  thefe  harpies  had  made 
their  treacherous  report,  vain  were  all  ideas 
of  acquittal,-  though  the  proofs  of  innocencfe 
appeared  in  the  moft  unqueftiotiable  fhape, 
—  A  fervatlt  of  the  prince  of  Cheftounof  gave 
the  firft  example  of  thefe  infamous  denuncia- 
tions. .    Promotion   to  the   rank    of    iafaat 
boyar,  and  a  confiderable  eftate,  were  the  re- 
wards of  this  mifcrearit. 

When  guilt  can  plunder  with  impunity, 
and  walk  the  ftreets  adorned  with  marks  of 
regal  favour,  her  profelytes  are  innumerable. 
So  rapid  and  baleful  was  the  contagion  of 
this  difeafe,  that  it  became  at  laft  the  cuftom 
for  the  fcrvants  of  houfes  to  meet  at  appointed 
placed,  and  there  to  fettle  the  wages  of  their 
iniquity,  and  the  next  vidim  of  their  iaccu- 
fation,  with  as  much  method  and   compo^ 
fure,  as  if  it  had  conftituted  a  part  only  of 
their  domeflic  duty.     Never  were   thefe  ac- 
cufations teje<aed  *^ ;  never  did   mercy  fug- 
ged a  doubt  to  ranfom  the  groans  of  defpaiif ; 

*»  See  Williams's  Ruffia,  p.  S5* 
^  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  255, 
??  Margeret,  p.  35. 
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and  if  the  wronged  mafter  had  the  infuhing 
audacity  to  demand  the  evidence  of  his  other 
domeftics,  lik«  criminals  they  ^e^ere  pjit  to 
the  torture  until  they  confirmed  the  ilande- 
rpus  declanition,  or  their  fidelity  breathejd 
out  its  Uft  p^ng  in  all  the  agony  of  torment. 
Now  tyranny  expofed  its  fhamelefs  from, 
whilft  fubtility  pafled  for  wifdom,  impunity 
for  virtue.  Now  came  the  time  when  it  ws^s 
dangerous  to  be  honeft,  and  only  profitable  t 
to  be  vicious.  In  this  calamitous  period  it 
(eemed  as  if  the  Ruffians  had  entered  into  a 
fort  of  confederacy  againft  all  bonds  of  nature, 
fince  wives  denounced  their  hufbands,  chil- 
dren their  parents  *'•  . 

But  among  thofe  who  felt  the  fevere  hand 
of  oppreffion,  none  more  intereft  our  feelings 
than  the  houfc  of  Romanof,  from  the  fplen- 
dour  of  their  virtues,  and  the  greatnefs  of 
their  defcent.  The  hatred  of  Boris  to  this 
illuftrious  family  originated  from  their  alli- 
ance to  the  late  Czar  on  the  maternal  fide, 
and  from  the  confpicuous  merits  of  its  chief, 
Fedor  Nikititez  Romanof  *%  whofe  uncopquer- 
ed  fpirit,  even  in  the  height  of  his  future  want 
and  mifery,  dill   lived   ftrong  in  afilidioOf 

••  **  Mofkou  ne  renferma  plus  que  deux  claflcs  d'hoii\mes 
celle  des  calomniateursy  des  delateurs  de  profeiHon,  et  celie 
des  accu£Es  8c  des  vidims  ;"— the  emphatic  fcntence  of  Le 
Clerc>  torn.  ii.  p.  466. 

••  Sec  Strahlenbcrg,  p.  205. 

y  4  aweful 
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aweful  from  its  injuries,  and  if  polfible  more 
Tencrable  in  diftrefs  thah  in  glory.  ' 

A  ^"^  brother  of  tedor,  named  Alexander, 
had  th^  charge  of  the  Cravtcbei :  this  office 
confided  in  regulating  the  prince's  houfehold, 
and  in  infpefting  the  meats  which  were 
Terved  to  his  table.  A  principal  fcrvant  of 
Alexander's,  linked  with  one  of  thefe  inex- 
orable crews  of  informers,  fought  out  a  kinC- 
man  of  Godounof,  and  declared  to  him 
he  was  ready  to  accufe  his  mafter,  could  any 
charge  be  devifed  againft  his  innocence.  The 
relation  of  the  Czar,  to  indulge  his'  owa 
private  malevolence,  fince  it  is  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  envy  to  feek  the  ruin  of  that  excel- 
lence it  cannot  attain,  commanded  his  un- 
principled aflbciate  to  purchafe  at  the  mar- 
kets fome  roots  and  poifonous  plants,  an3 
place  them  privately  in  the  cheft  of  his  mafter, 
and  to  inform  him  the  inftant  his  commit, 
fion  was  fulfilled. 

This  nefarious  confpiracy  was  execilted  with 
tlie  utmoft  exadlnefs.  The  whole  family  of 
■Romahof  were  arrefl:ed,  the  herbs  were  pro- 
duced to  fubftantiate  the  offence,  and  the 
Romanofs  were  accufed  of  cbnfpiring  to  poi- 
fon  the  Czar.  Publicly  arraigned  in  prefence 
of  the  patriarch,  with  no   lefs  aftonifliment 

'°  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  ^57, 158. 

thaix 
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^lian  indignation,  they  beheld  their  fervant 
appear  agaihft  them  as  their  accufer.  Ufe- 
lefs  were  all  attempts  of  juftification ;  fincfe 
every  effort  to  be  heard  was  droWned  by  tht 
damorous  fhoiits  of  a  feduced,  and  confif- 
quently  prejudiced  people,  ^hey  were  con- 
demned to  exik  j  the  ihoft  confiderable  cff 
them  were  fodn  afterwards  ftrangled,  whilft 
the  deftru'aive  rkge  of  the  fytaiit  itivolviid  it 
the  fame  wreck  every  related  chief  Who  waS 
confpicuous  for  his  merits  fortune,  or  power* ' : 
and  it  is  not  to  be  fitppofed  that  the  ihha- 
cent  author  of  their  misfortunes  could  efcapfc 
unmolefted  in  ttiis  fcene  of  flagrant  cSirnage. 
'*Fedor  Nikititez  Romahof  was  tranfjported  to 
ia  monaftery  in  the  province  of  Archangel, 
and  compelled  to  receive  the  monachal  ton*- 
fure,  under  thfe  hatne  of  Philaretes'*' ;  a  namfc 
tvhich  he  afterwards  rendered  fo  conlpicuous 
in  the  hrftory  of  his  country,  by  the  firYnv 
iiefs  and  wifdom  of  his  plans  to  reftorethe 
greatnefs  of  the  ftate,  after  it  had  been  almofl: 
cxtinguiihed  by  a  long  fcene  of  wild  anarchy 

»«  Le  Clcrc.  tdfn.  ii.  p.  468. 

^*  It  "would  be  a  difficult  taJk  fo^  the  ino&  accommodating 
tnind  to  reconcile  the  following  afTertion  of  Lacombe  with 
jbiftorical  tnith  :  **  Fedor  Nikitch  Rdmanow  avoit  quitte  fk 
fctttmc,  pacpi^  %^k  de  dHfafkn^  il  avoit  (ftafuite  embrafn  I'letit 
ccdefiafti^ue/'  &c.  Lacombci  p.  88. 

I'  S5C  Coxc,  tol.  u  p.  349. 

and 
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and  foreign  and  domeilic  perfecution;  Hi^ 
wife,  Axenia,  was  conveyed  to  a  village  on 
the  borders  of  the  Onega,  and  there  forced  to 
afTume  the  name  of  ,Marpha,  and  the  habit  of 
a  nun.  Their  fon  Michael,  fcarce^ix  years  old, 
wa$  pern>itted  to  accompany,  his  mother  in 
her  feclufion.  He  did  not  quit  this  fequef^ 
tered^and  melancholy  retreat  until  hia. youth- 
ful perfon  was  inverted  with,  the  enfigns  of 

^yaity-        ,     .   /         .     ,  . 

While  the  mind^^of  men  were  thus  agitate4 
with;  tW  contending  pafCons  of  rage  and  fear^ 
while  integrity  was  gone  into  exUe^  and  the 
moil  fiourifhing  virtues  lopped  off  by  the 
axe. of  oppreifion,  a  remarkable  perfonage 
a{^ared.  on,  the  political  ftage^  who  fooa 
kindled  a  fermeiit  among  the  people,  ever 
prone  to  ficklenefs,  fplit  the  nobles  into  dif- 
fererit  fadipns^  and  unthankfuUy  revealed  to 
the-fchlldren  of  Boris  the  tremendous  inftabl^ 
)ity  of  human  greatnefs. 


IN  every  form  of  government,  whether 
free  or  defpotic,  barbarous  or  refined,  ere- 
duloufnefs  and  novelty  may  be  regarded  as  the 
rooft  frequent  and  dangerous  maladies  of  the 
common  people.     Every  exainple,  majeflid 

front 
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from  its  antiquity,  every  inftitution  beauti* 
ful  from  its  juftice,  have  been  entirely  for- 
gotten in  the  calenture  of  thefe  diflempers. 
It  is  by  means  of  inflaming  thefe  two  inor- 
dinate pafHons,  the  fpirits  of  which  tran(mi«* 
grate  with  fuch  infedions  activity,  that  am- 
bitious men  have  fucceeded  in  their  mod  ad- 
venturous undertakings,  Thefe  have  been 
the  pioneers  who  have  marched  forward  .tp 
remove  all  impediments  to  itheir  .  renown* 
Thefe  are  the  branches  on  which  their  eag- 
peftations  have  been  grafted.  On  fuch  eagcSr 
and  fraudulent  principles,  is  the  revjolutioa 
of  the  falfe  Demetrius  forged,  organized^  and 
cemented ;  a  revolution  which  we  (hall  enteir 
into  with  minute  detail,  as  it  will  be  found 
to  teem  with  the  progeny  of  myftery,  iingu- 
larity,  and  importance. 

In  this  clafs  of  inferior  nobility,  known 
under  the  name  of  Infant '  Boyars,  one  rf 
their  order  named  Otrepief,  an  inhabitant  of 
Galvitch,  was  the  father  of  two  fons,  Smir- 
noi  and  Bogdan.  According  to  the  opinion 
of  many  hiftorians,  the  latter  of  thefe  had 
the  honour  of  producing  the  hero  of  our  nar^ 
rative,  who  received  at  the  baptifmal  fount 
the  name  of  James ' :  at  an  eady  age  he  was 
fcnt  to  Mofcow  for  the  liberal  purpofes  of' 

, '  Leyefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  260. 

education ; 
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^^cation  ;  to  write,  i6  read,  and  to  tranll&te 
•the  fcriptaral  'writiags  into  the  ancient  Scla- 
vonic dialed,  which  fcarcely  difiered  at  thas 
period  frbm  the  vulgar  tongue,  were  imel- 
4edual  accompUfliments  which  the  few  only 
acquired,  and  whicfh  ignorance  revered  with 
ftupid  admiTation. 

The  young  Jacho  was  foon  difcovered  to 
be  endowed  with  a  memory  capacious  and 
.ntetitive,^n  imagination  bold  and  verfatile, 
and  a  judgment  acute,  penetrating  and  deci* 
ifivt.  Hie  luperiots,  ambitious  to  enrich  theia- 
^fy^ltfetmizf  with  fuch  promifing  talents,  gave 
liim  at  the  age  of  fourteen  the  monaftic  ha- 
ibit  \  The  name  of  ibe  monaftery  is  nndo- 
tietmined  in  which  he  was  iirfl  initiated  into 
^h  religious  avocations.  Jacho  was  now 
called  Gregory  or  Grifka,  as  the  ufage  of 
'tbe  Greek  church  requires  the  aiTumption  of 
^another  name  on  embracing  the  ecclefUftical 
lifew 

His  focial  though  reftlefs  temper  iq  % 
f(hon  fpace  of  time  introduced  him  into  ^ 
variety  of  xdigious  boufes.  At  laft  he  rc^ 
.viiited  Mofcow,  and  was  there  confecrated 
^deacon  in  the  monaftery  of  Tchudof.  The 
<xteniive  fame  of  his  literary  qualifications 
attr^ed  even  the  attention  of  the  patriarch 

*.LcCJerc,  tom.il.  p-470« 

Job. 
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Job.  In  his  palace  he  was  employed  ia  th* 
Uborious,  and  at  that  time  important^  of]ic9 
of  trj^afcribing  books  ^  The  ufeful  and  elc^ 
g?Lnt  art  of  printing  brought  into  Ruffia  by 
th^  C^ar  Ivan  was  ftill  in  its  infancy.  An 
expert  copyift  therefore,  while  the  prefs  eonr 
tinned  to  furniOi  but  a  few  books,  might  com- 
mand the  refped:  and  patronage  of  an  ilUte^ 
rate  clergy. 

The  period  was  now  rapidly  approaching 
when   his    ftrong   and   active   genius  com- 
menced a  new  and  momentous  labour,   in 
every  refpcdl  more  pleafing  and  fuitable  to 
his  abilities.     Induced  equally  from  inclina^ 
tion  and  opportunity  to  mix  in  a  large  fociety 
at   Mofcow,    his  fancy    was    uncommonly 
ftruck  by  the  remark  of  fome  people  who 
had  known  the  Czarovitz  Demetrius,  that  he 
bore  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  that  unfortunate 
prince.     With  a  mind  heated  by  thefe  ob^ 
fervations,    and  by  an  habitual  impulfe  of 
hope,  he  (ketched  in  the  opinion  of  hifto*- 
rians  the  outlines  of  that  great  and  arduous 
projedt,   which   was  afterwards    to   condud 
him  to  the  throne  of  Rufiia.     After  he  had 
artfully    colleded   every   information    moft 
conducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  defigns,  and 

'  In  the  Report  of  a  maflacreat  Mofcowy  Lond.  1607,  it 
is  faid,  ''  that  be  ferved  in  the  patriarch's  court  as  a  Apging 
man  and  mufician.'' 

which 
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WhicK  was  peculiarly  facilitated  from  his  ad^* 
yantageous  fituation;  he  boldly  announced 
himfelf  to  his  friends  as  the  long  loft  prince 
Demetrius ;  doubtlefs  building  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs  on  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  his 
Own  arrangements,  in  the  confufed  ftate  of 
affairs,  fo  propitious  to  innovation,  and  on 
{he  blind  credulity  of  the  multitude.  On  his 
firft  declaration,  no  flattering  and  probable 
views  prefented*  themfelves  of  realizing  his 
future  greatnefs:  even  his  warmeft  friends 
derided  his  pretenfions.  whilft  none  but  the 
unthinking  accredited,  or  the  turbulent  fup- 
ported  his  extraordinary  aflTertions. 

The  proceedings  of  Gregory  were  not  fo 
completely  ftifled  as  to  be  unheard  by  the 
metropolitan  of  Roftof.  Thb  prelate  had 
iiniformly  manifefted  a  deep-rooted  antipathy 
to  him  from  the  time  he  was  placed  in  the 
palace  of  the  patriarch.  We  are  ignorant 
whether  it  proceeded  from  the  intriguing 
phyfiognomy  of  the  yoimg  deacon,  or, from 
the  more  juftifiable  caufe  of  his  irregular  be- 
haviour*. 

Notwithftanding  the  patriarch  was  deaf  to 
all  his  remonftrances  concerning  Gr^ory« 
yet  he  did  not  relinquifh  his  defigns  of  per* 
fecuting  the  object  of  his  implacable  averfion. 

*  Leverquc,  torn.  iii.  p.  261.     Xc  CIcrc,  toin.  ii-  p-  47». 

Without 
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Without  delay  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  the 
Czar,  yet  even  BoriSj  who  was  fo  fufceptiWe 
df  diftruft,  and  fo  infenfible  to  compaflion, 
did  not  reduce  Gregory  to  a  ftate  of  abfolute 
defpair  and  confinement.  Iniiead  of  gratify- 
ing the  wifheS  of  the  metropolitan  with  his 
death,  he  was  content  with  the  milder  punilh- 
ment  of  ordering  one  of  his  fecretaries,  whofe 
name  was  Vaffilief,  to  remove  him  to  a  drC- 
tant  monaftery,  under  the  obfervance  of  a 
rigid  fuperior  j  far  from  fufpefting  the  moft  i 
fatal  enemy  of  his  repofe  and  power  to  cxift 
m  the  perfon  of  this  young  monk. 

Vaffilief  paid  but  a  flight  attention  to  the  • 
order  of  the  prince.  He  committed  it  to 
one  of  his  colleagues  connefted  with  Gre- 
gory by  family  ties  ;  the  fentence  therefore 
was  not  executed  with  prompt  difpatch  or 
fcrupulous  rigour.  From  the  rcprefentations 
bi  his  kinfman,  Gregory  perceived  that  every 
hour  increafed  his  danger;  all  his  brilliant 
fchemes  of  future  dominion  now  refted  on  a 
precipitate  retreat.  With  eafe  he  found  afecure 
afylum  in  the  different  monafleries  of  Galitch, 
Mourom,  and  Brianfki.  The  reception  of 
Gregory  in  thefe  feveral  houfes  betrays  at 
ihis  time  the  relaxed  ftate  of  difcipline  in  the 
convents,  whilft  his  flight  inconteftibly  proves 
that  the  intercourfe  of  the  monarch  wit;^  his 
.  •  '  .  principal 
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principal  cities  was  formed  and  maiataiaed 
with  no  care  or  attention. 

The  defigns  of  Gregory  or  Otripief  now 
required,  that  whb  all  poflible  expedition  he 
fliould  direct  his  wandering  (leps  towards 
Poland.  For  in  this  country  he  expedled  to 
realize  a  plan,  which  in  boldnefs  of  defign 
could  be  exceeded  only  by  the  cunning  with 
which  it  was  managed.  From  Brianiki  he 
flopped  at  Novgorod-Severfki,  in  the  Spaiki- 
JVlonaftir.  His  reception  from  the  archiman- 
drite was  extremely  flattering,  who  honoured 
him  with  a  lodging  in  his  own  apartments  '• 
There  occurred  no  difficulties  in  perfuading 
4  fuperior  fo  accommodating  and  unfufpicious 
that  he  had  relations  who  refided  in  the  city 
of  PoultimeU  The  prior,  with  a  condefcend- 
ipg  kindnefs,  not  only  permitted  him  to  vU 
f}t  his  friends,  but  fupplied  him  with  provi- 
fions,  a  horfe,  and  a  guide.  Otropief  was  acr 
companied  by  two  other  monks,  vagrants  like 
hit^felf,  an^  to  whom,  no  doubt,  he  bad  im- 
parled the  motives  of  his  journey.  Before 
his  departure,  his  gratitude  or  his  pride,  im- 
pelled him  to  leave,  in  the  cell  of  this  prior, 
a  note  coi^ched  in  thefe  ter^iis  :  *  '^  I  am  thc^ 
Qz^rpvitz  Pemetrius^  and  when  I  mo\mt  oq 


'  Levefqucy  torn.  in.  p.  262,  263,  264* 
*  Williams's  Ruffia^  p.  s^' 


the 
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the  throne  of  my  anceftors,  to  recompenfc 
your  kindnefs  (hall  be  among  the  firft  d 
my  duties.  The  three  adventurers  took  th? 
road  to  Kief,  which  city,  at  ths^  time,  ac* 
knowledged  the  juriididion  of  Poland. 

Graceful  in  his  perfon,  mfinuating  in  hl^ 
addrefs,  and  ^  difUnguilhed  from  the  vulgar 
herd)  by  a  peculiar  air  of  dignity,  the  wily 
impoftor  had  obtained  the  kn6w  ledge  of  meii 
and  manners,  a  fpecies  of  knowledge  far  iftore 
beneficial  to  the  profecution  of  his  fchemesi 
than  all  the  principles  of  fcience,  or  the  po-« 
liihed  fyflems  of  philofophy.  By  this  fer-« 
viceable  qualification,  he  acquired  the  favour 
and  efteem  of  the  prince  Vaifili  Oftrojeiki, 
governor  of  Kief  for  the  king  of  Poland  % 
who  appointed  him  to  difcharge  the  duties 
of  deacon  in  his  palace,  and  placed  him  in 
the  celebrated  monaftery  Petcherfki.  But 
Otropicf  was  gifted  with  a  difpofition  too  con- 
vivial not  to  tranfgrefs  the  auftere  regulations 
of  his  orden  It  was  foon  difcovered  that 
he  indulged  his  appetite  in  meat ',  a  crime 

7  M.  RochcUe,  in  his  romantic  Hiftory,  beftows  on  him 
every  mental  and  pcrfonal  qualification^  p.  15,  16.  More 
authentic  writers  ho^vever  agree  that  he  was  diftinguifhed  by 
che  elegance  of  his  figur^y  and  the  fpecioufnefs  of  his  man- 
ners. See  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p*  30  ;i  3 10. ;  A  Brief  Hiftorical  Re- 
lation of  the  Empire  of  Ri](Iiai  p«  i  S  • ;  Ruflian  Impoflor  ; 
and  a  long  lifk  of  other  authorities. 

*  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  472. 

Z  the 
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the  moft  heinous  that  a  monk  of  the  Greek 
rite  could  commit :  his  fuperior  wiflied  to 
punifti  him,  his  proteftor  abandoned  him ; 
whilft  theijf  rigid  intentions  only  fervcd  to 
accelerate  t'^e  execution  of  his  defigns.     With 
a  celerity  which  baffled  all  hopes  of  purfuit, 
he  fled  from  the  monaftery,  entered  Poland, 
and  then  immediately  ftripped  off  his  mo- 
n^flic  attire.    His  copious  memory,  his  happy 
genius,  and    uninterrupted  application,  foon 
enabled  him  to  fpeak  with  eafe  and  elegance 
the  Polifh  tongue,  a  competent  knowledge  of 
which  was  fo  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  pro- 
motion of  his  defigns. 

He  now  fought  to  gain  the  friendfhip  of 
fome  men  of  high  birth  and  diftinguiflied 
confbquence,  whofe  zeal  for  the  propagation 
of  his  caufe,  and  fupport  of  his   charafter, 
might   firmly   eftabliOx    his   credit    and   au- 
thority.    But  his  firft  endeavours  to  acquire 
the  notice  of  the  great  wore  a   very   unfa- 
vourable afpe£t.      Introduced  to  the   prince 
Adam   Wiefnovitfki,   he   faw    himfelf  con- 
founded  among   the    domeftics   of   a   great 
houfehold.     Irritated  rather  than  difcouraged 
by  this  unexpected  difgrace,  his  quick  appre- 
henfions  foon  framed  a  plan,  which  amply 
atoned  for^  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  pad  cnter- 
prizes. 

It 
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•  It  is  -now  eflehtially  neceflafy  to  telate 
difiufcly  the  difcordant  accounts  of  the  fe* 
veral  writers  concerning  the  death  of  the 
Czarovitz'  Demetrius,  as  they  enable  us  to 
obferve  the  many  concurring  circumftances 
which  favoured  the  deceptibn  of  Otropief, 
and  on  what  fpecious  and  plaufible  grounds 
he  alleged  his  pretenfions  to  royal  defcent. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  infant  De^ 
metrius  was  one  of  the  chief  adverfaries  in 
the  reign  of  Fedor,  marked  out  for  deftruc- 
tion  by  the  cruel  policy  of  Boris.  To  cut 
off  all  his  hopes  of  fucceflion  to  the  throne 
by  a  fpeedy  death,  was  the  infamous  propofal 
of  a  aobleman  named  Clechnin.  This  con- 
fidential friend  of  Boris,  in  the  difcharge  of 
his  criminal  office,  reckoned  alfo  on  the  af^ 
liftance  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate  Bitiagovfki, 
whofe  domains  lying  contiguous  to  the  re- 
lidence  of  Demetrius  at  Uglitz,  furnifhed 
them  with  the  pretext  of  flopping  there 
without  fufpicion.  But  to  infure  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  his  murderous  defigns,  he  en- 
gaged twelve  others  in  the  confpiracy :  yet 
the  mod  ufeful  of  thefe  aflaffins  was  an  old 
governante  of  the  Czarovitz^  named  Volk- 
hova,  and  her  fon  Danilo. 

•  Mr.  Coxc  in  the  fccond  volume  f)t  his  Northern  Tour, 
p.'2.  has  giTcn  us,  in  a  valuable  note^  the  oppofite  teftimonies 
of  MuUer  and  Petreius  on  this  myfterioas  evenc 

Z2    .  Bitia- 
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Bitiagoviki  foon  arrived  at  Uglitz,  charged 
with  an  order  of  the  court  to  infped  the 
domeftic  concerns  of  the  Czarina.  In  the 
faoufe  of  this  princefs  he  exercifed  the  moft 
tyrannical  authority,  leiTened  her  revenues, 
deprived  her  brothers  of  liberty,  and  de- 
manded from  them  the  moft  fubfervient  de* 
ference  and  unqualified  fubmifliojn.  To  feize 
the  young  prince  by  furprize  was  the  objefl: 
of  this  odious  inquifition.  But  the  emprefs, 
tio  doubt  apprehenfive  of  the  tlroke  which 
ihenaced  her,  fcarce  fever  allowed  herfelf  a 
ncceflary  repofe  from  the  anxiety  of  mater- 
nal tendernefs.  At  laft,  exhaufted  by  in- 
ceffant  watching,  ihe  had  the  misfortune  one 
day  to  fall  into  a  heavy  fleep  after  dinner. 
The  artful  Volkhova  did  not  negle<a  this 
critical  moment;  (he  condu<3ed  the  Czaro- 
vitz  into  the  court,  under  the  pretence  of  her 
fon*s  amufing  his  mind  with  infantine  fports. 
Danilo,  worthy  of  his  horrible  mother,  was 
the  firft  to  ftrike  the  unprotedcd  prince,  whilft 
the  other  affaflins  foon  buried  their  daggers 
in  his  body  '*. 

This  fhocking  event  happened  on  the  fif- 
teenth of  May,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  in  the  broad  face  of  day,  accord- 

*^  Levefque  is  the  moft  circumftantial  of  any  hiAoriaA  in 
his  account  of  this  iinguiar  tmsfiidion.  Stt  the  rdga  <t£ 
Fedor,  p.  22 1 — 226-  Hiftoire  de  Rudie,  torn,  iii* 
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ing  to  the  ftatement  of  Rulliaa  chronicler 
Whilft  foreign  writers  affirm^  that  this  poU* 
tical  ilroke  was  atchieved  during  the  nighty 
by  which  means  a  Icfs  precious  vidim  was 
fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  prince.  The 
influence  and  intrigues  of  Boris  have  how« 
ever  entangled  this  event  in  the  deepeft  and 
mod  impenetrable  obfcurity. 

According  to  Ruffian  evidence,  this  crime 
was  not  perpetrated  without  a  witnefs.  The 
villains,  wholly  engrofled  by  their  butchering 
occupation,  imagined  not  they  were  difcerped 
by  the  facriftan  of  the  principal  church, 
who,  in  the  firil  emotions  of  furprife  and 
terror,  founded  the  alarm  belL  The  noifc 
quickly  drew  together  the  kinfmen  of  the 
young  prince.  No  fooner  did  they  learn  that 
Demetrius  was  no  more,  and  Bitiagovfki  was 
the  chief  of  the  aflaifins,  than  they  ran  with 
the  wildeft  fury  to  the  houfe  of  the  fecretary, 
feized  him,  his  wife,  and  moil  of  their  ac- 
complices, and  Honed  them  to  death  la  their 
ungovernable  though  meritorious  indigna* 
tion.  Boris,  fertile  in  refources,  and  dextrous 
with  all  the  weapons  of  diffimulation^  foon 
lulled  the  fufpicions  of  the  credulous  Czar. 
In  a  plaufible  memorial  prefented  to  Fedor, 
bis  brother  was  there  depided  to  have  been 
attacked  by  a  violent  fever,  whilft,  forlorn  and 
abandoned  by  his  uncles  and   more  unna- 

Z  3  tural 
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tural  mother,  he  put  an  end  to  his  exiftence 
in  the  paroxyfm  of  his  delirium  '*. 

The  weaknefs  of  Fedor  repofed  with  con- 
fidence on  this  fallacious  ilatement;  but  the 
court  and  the  city,  more  converfant  in  the 
miinoeuvres  of  Boris,  began  to  fcrutinize  this 
affair  with  no  lefs  afkivity  than  prudence. 
To  regain  his  (battered  tredit  he  difpatched 
the  prince  Vaflili  Chouifki,  the  degenerate 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  Ivan,  and  the  in- 
famous Cletchnin  ",  under  the  fpecious  view 
of  making  a  mofl:  rigid  and  impartial  exa- 
mination into  this  horrible  affair.  On  their 
arrival  they  infpefted  the  corpfe  of  the 
Czarovitz,  which  was  afterwards  commanded 
to  be  interred.  Interrogations  were  put  to 
the  dowager  Czarina,  her  brother,  and  the 
whole  town:  on  all  fides,  the  unwelcome 
founds  of  truth  reverberated,  which  were  only 
heard  by  them  to  be  abufed* 

When  returned  to  Mofcow,  they  publifhed 
a  report  the  moft  fatisfadiory  to  the  interefts 
of  Boris.  Reftrained  no  longer  from  a  free 
indulgence  in  the  pleafures  of  refentment  by 
the  favourable  tendency  of  this  report,  he 
formed  a  fingular  fyftem  of  perfecutioa, 
which  was  followed  with  the  moft  undevia*- 
ting  fteadinefs.     The  dowager  Czarina  foon 


**  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p.  272,  273. 
•*  Coxe,  vol.ii.  p.  3. 
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faw  herfelf  immured  in  the  folitairy  gloom  of 
the  cloifler^  and  obliged  to  take  the  habit  of 
a  nun  under  the  name  of  Marpha,  as  a  reai 
punifliment  for  her  pretended  negligence. 
Her  brothers,  by  the  fame  illegal  ftretch  of 
defpotifm,  were  configned  to  difF^rent  places 
of  banilhment  j  where  moft  of  them  finifhed 
their  days.  And  the  greater  part  of  the  in- 
habitants either  fufiered  immediate  death,  or 
were  trarifported  to  a  colony  at  Pelym,  a 
new  erected  city  of  Siberia  ;  whilft  the  bodies 
of  the  real  authors  of  his  death  were  dragged 
from  the  ditch  into  which  they  had  been  caft 
by  the  rage  of  the  populace,  and  entorpbed 
with  all  funeral  honours. 

The  motley  plan  of  Otropief  was  there- 
fore admirably  accommodated  to  cajole  the 
predominant  paffions  of  the  vulgar,  who  arq 
ever  fond  of  things  new  and  wonderful  '*• 
With  a  well  digefted  art  he  compofed  a  memo- 
rial in  which  he  declared  himfelf  to  be  theCza- 
rovitz  Demetrius.  That  the  aflaffins  fuborn- 
ed  by  Godounof,  in  the  blindnefs  of  their  zeal, 
had  only  deftroyed  the  fon  of  a  prieft  '*;  that, 
a  long  time  concealed  by  the  fidelity  of  fome 
boyars,   he  remained  in  humble  tranquillity  ; 

'^  •'La  naiura  de  popoji  e  defiderofa  di  cofc  nuove/'  fsiy^ 
that  prince  of  Italian  hiftorians  Guiccardini  in  his  celebrated 
work  Hiftoria  d'ltalia.     Ven.  1592.  lib.  «v.  p.  ^oj, 

'^  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  265,  266.  See  likewife  Ruffian 
Impoftor,  p.  1 6. 
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but  at  laft,  fearful  of  being  difcovered  by  the 
numerous  emiflkries  of  BorU^and  ignorant  of 
a  iecure  afylum  in  the  dominions  of  xh^ 
ufurper,  he  was  urged  by  the  call  of  unavoid<» 
able  neceflity  to  feek  a  retreat  in  Poland^ 
And  he  (hould  think  himfelf  in  fome  meafure 
eompenfated  for  the  unkindneis  of  his  pad 
fortune,  if,  in  the  mod  abjed  (late,  he  could 
preferve  a  life,  which  was  there  perpetually 
threatened  by  the  pcrfecuting  rage  of  Boris. 

It  is  not  improbable,  had  this  ilory  been 
propagated  by  his  own  voice,  that  he  would 
have  failed  in  captivating  the  minds  of  his 
countrymen,  or  in  drawing  to  his  party  an 
immenfe  number  of  infatuated  adherents. 
But  his  confummate  policy  managed  to  ex- 
hibit this  paper  in  a  manner  which  fooa 
aroufed  the  attentions  of  all  ranks  and  dif-» 
tindions  of  men.  He  '^  counterfeited  an 
illnefs  in  which  he  contrived  to  betray  the 
fymptoms  of  an  approaching  death;  after 
seeding  to  be  almoft  exhaufted  by  the  (harp 
pangs  of  his  lingering  difeafe,  he  demanded 
a  confeflbr;  when  the  prie ft  arrived,  he  found 
him  with  his  vifage  pale,  his  eyes  haggard,  his 
breaft  panting,  and  with  a  voice  fo  faint  as  to 
be  almoft  incapable  of  articulating  his  words. 
After  appearing  to  make  many  painful  but 
fruitlefs  e£forts  to  confefs  himfelf,  the  impoftor 

■i  Lc  Cicrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  473. 
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at  Uft  fummoned  up  fufficient  ftrength  to 
conjure  the  prieft  to  bury  him  with  all  the 
ceremoDies  appropriate  to  the  Ton  of  the 
Czar^  informing  him,  that  after  his  death,  he 
would  difcover  under  his  mattrefs,  the  recital 
of  bis  hiftory,  which  he  entreated  him  not 
to  difclofe,  until  his  care-worn  foul  had 
emitted  its  laft  figh, 

Conjedure  could  now  gather  abundant 
materials ;  though  the  wider  her  range,  the 
more  embarrafTed  fometimes  are  her  votaries. 
The  good  prieft,  amazed  at  the  uncommon 
importance  of  his  fecret,  was  for  a  long  time 
loft  in  profound  and  anxious  thought.  On 
the  one  hand,  the  dread  of  betraying  a  re<- 
ligious  confidence  bound  him  to  filence  ;  oti 
the  other  hand,  the  compaflion  he  felt  to  be^ 
hold  a  perfonage  of  fuch  elevated  dignity 
expofed  to  the  utmoft  ftate  of  want  and 
diftrefs,  induced  him  to  difregard  the  injunc- 
tions of  the  prieft.  After  remaining  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  fufpenfe,  the  refult  of  his 
deliberations  proved  according  to  the  firm 
expectations  of  the  impoftor,  that  his  bene- 
volence, in  conjundion  with  his  curiofity, 
would  triumph  over  his  promifes  of  fecrefy. 
With  a  celerity  therefore  proportionate  to 
the  importance  of  this  affair,  he  ran  to  the 
prince  Wiefnovitfki,  to  relate  every  parti- 
cular of  this  Cngular  occurrence  '*• 

'*  LevefquCf  torn.  iii.  p.  2&6,  267. 
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The   aftonifhed   nobleman,    on   receiving 
this  full  information,  haftened   to  the  cham- 
ber of  Otropief  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
clearing  up  the  myftery  of  this  fingular  af- 
fair.     But  all  his  preflSng  entreaties  could 
not  however  prevail  on  the  impoftor  to  re- 
veal his  fecret ;  his  curiofity  thus  being  only 
more  worked  up  to  the  higheft  pitch  by  this 
pofitive  and  well-timed  denial,  he  forced  the 
confeflbr  to  fearch  for  the  manufcript,  which 
having  found  and  perufed  with  the  mod  fcru- 
pulous   care,   he    approached   the   hypocrite 
with  all  that  refpeftful  homage  which  kingly 
power  demands.     Then  Otropief,  with  ini- 
mitable  art,   pretending   no   longer    to    be 
actuated  by  the  timid  reludlance  of  confirm- 
ing his  fecret,  difplayed,  as  a  new  and  incon- 
trovertible teftimony  of  his  royal  origin,  a 
golden  crofs  ftudded  with  the  moft  precious 
diamonds,  which  had  been  given  him  on  the 
day  of  baptifm  by  his  renowned  relative  the 
prince  Mftiflavlki  '\ 

Thus  were  his  profpedis  raifed  from  fordid 
poverty  and  dependence  to  an  opulent  gran- 
deur by  this  mafterly  invention,  and  thus  the 
bold  impoftor  foon  recovered  that  health 
which   was  never  ferioufly  impaired.      In- 

•7  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  19.  The  author  of  this  biftory 
is  not  fupported  by  good  authority,  when  he  fays  that  thif 
crofs  was  the  gift  of  his  mother. 
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fplred  alfo  with  an  opinion  that  he  flibuld 
Ml  move  in  a  more  illuftrious  fphere,  he  not 
only  devoted  his  leifure  to  the  acquirement 
of  feme  of  thofe  elegances  of  literature  which 
polifh  and  enlarge  the  mind,  but  alfo  to  the 
cultivation  of  thofe  ftudies  "  which  inftrud 
princea  to  fway  even  an  abfolute  power  with 
wifdom  and  virtue, 

Neverthelefs   his    mind   was   not   wholly 
abforbed  by  thefe  honourable  ftudies,  as  to 
negie£i:  paying   an  unwearied   attention   to 
the  purfuits  and  interefts  of  ambition.     By 
the  charms  of  his  converfation  and  the  ele- 
gance of  his  perfon,  and  by  that  all-winning     ^ 
flexibility  of  manners  '%  he  courted  and  ob-     ^ 
tained  the  efteem  and  a&£tion  of  the  bro- 
ther of  his  protedor,  Conftantine  Wiefnovitlki. 
This  conne&ion  procured  him  the  valuable 
friendfhip  of  George  Mniihek,  the  palatine 
of  Sendomir,  and  father-in-law  to  Conftan- 
tine; a  man  no  lefs  weighty  from  his  fortune 
than  dignified  by  his  ftation,  and  formidable 
by  his  power  and  credit  with  the  diet  ^. 

■•  See  Muller  apud  Coire,  vol.  ii.  p.  9. 

'•  Lcvciquc,  torn.  ii.  p.  268,  269.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii. 
p.  475,  476.  The  author  of  the  Ruffian  Impoftop,  who  hplds 
the  balance  of  his  faults  and  merits  with  a  toleral^ly  fleadj 
and  impartial  hand,  tells  us,  **  that  he  had  an  underflanding 
ahoTc  his  age,  and  a  prefence  fo  agreeable  that  he  feldom  or 
never  loft  ground  where  he  had  room  to  adl  his  part ;"  p.  26. 

*^  Coxc,  vol.  ii.  p.  4. 
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The  fruits  of  his  fecpnd  marriages  was  a 
daughter,  called  Marina,     The  beauty  of  thia 
remarkable  woman  could  only  be  equalled 
by  her  vanity,  her  boldnefs,  by  her  cunning. 
Hurried  on  by  the  wildeil  extravagancies, 
from  a  reillefs  and  devouring  ambition,  and 
fancying  that    in    the   perfpn  of  Otropief 
exifted  the  lawful  heir  of  the  throne  of  Rui^ 
fia,  fhe  began  ferioufly  to  meditate  on  the 
means  of  captivating  his  heart,  which  would 
advance  her  to  glory  and  dominion.     Otro- 
pief foon  difcerned  the  flattering  overtures  of 
Marina,  and  he  anfwered  them  with  all  that 
irefpedful  gallantry  which  fo  foon  foftens  and 
fubdues  the  mod  obdurate  of  the  female  fex. 
By  thus  rendering  himfelf  propitious  to  the 
views  of  Marina,  he  faw   that  his  avarice 
could  be  gratified  by  the  commanding  in- 
fluence of  permanent  wealth,  and  his  amorous 
inclinations  by  the  pofTeffion  of  a  woman, 
whom  the  bounteous  hand  of  nature  hid  li- 
berally adorned  with  the  mod  incomparable 
perfonal  attraAions  *\ 

When  the  palatine  perceived  the  firft  open- 
ings of  their  mutual  afFe&ions,  his  experienced 

*■  Brereton»  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  and  Miferies  of 
Ruflsa,  Lend.  1614,  upholds  them  both  as  patterns  of  cor- 
poreal pcrfeAion.  This  extravagant  and  inaccurate  writer 
calls  them  "  the  moft  perfe<a  and  abfolute  frames  of  nature, 
that  lived  at  that  time  in  that  part  of  the  world  i**  chap.  ii. 
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judgment,  dazzled  with  the  chimerical  fug- 
geftions  of  future  greatnefs,  foon  entertained 
the  mod  fanguine  hopes  of  beholding  Otro^ 
pief  invefted  with  all  the  attributes  of  regal 
authority.  Agreeably  to  iuch  expedation, 
he  gave  every  poflibie  encouragement  to  their 
paffion.  Yet"  in  the  tranfports  of  his  joy 
for  the  brilliant  fortune  of  his  daughter,  he 
ftill  had  the  cautious  prudence  to  infifl:  on 
their  nuptials  being  poftponed,  until  Otropief 
ihould  receive  on  the  throne  the  congratula-- 
tions  of  his  fubjeds :  *'  to  this  condition  the 
impoftor  readily  acquiefced,  for  he  had  too 
deeply  ftudied  the  charader  of  the  palatine, 
not  to  feel  perfedly  aiTured  that  he  would 
now  be  animated  with  the  mod  ardent  though 
interefted  zeal  in  fupport  of  his  caufe. 

The  momentous  time  pregnant  with 
hope,  doubt,  and  apprehenfion,  was  now 
advancing,  in  which  his  extraordinary  pre- 
tentions were  to  be  ufhered  into  the  world, 
ftrengthened  by  all  the  efficacious  influence 
of  royal  protedion,  or  to  be  for  ever  con- 
figned  into  perpetual  ignominy  and  obli- 
vion. The  diet  of  Poland  opened  in.the  year 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  three ;  thither 
the  bold  Mnifhek,  relying  on  his  powerfiil 


**  See  Ruffian  Impodor,  p.  36,  37 — ^40. 
**  Lac€inbe»  p.  66» 
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intereft,  conduced  the  falfe  Demetrius.  In 
the  midH  of  this  fplendid  and  thronged  af- 
fembly,  in  the  prefcnce  of  their  fovereign 
Sigifmond  IIL  the  audacious  impoftor  ex« 
patiated  with  apparent  indignation  and  poig- 
nant grief  on  his  own  innumerable  fufierings ; 
and  to  heighten  the.  efFedl  of  this  fi&itious 
narrative,  tears  gufhed  repeatedly  from  his 
eyes,  as  if  his  manly  nature  was  overcome 
by  the  monftrous  injuftice  which  his  tender 
years  had  fufFered.  The  nobles  heard  him 
with  companion  **  and  regard ;  though  their 
partiality  did  not  compel  them  to  renounce 
the  treaty  of  peace  which  the  republic  of 
Poland  had  fo  lately  concluded  with  the  Ruf« 
fian  ftate. 

The  king  however  declared,  that  as  he  had 
pkdged  his  word  to  the  rigid  obfervance  of 
this  agreement,  it  CQuld  not,  be  openly  in- 
fringed. Neverthelefs  he  freely  permitted 
his  grandees  who  were  prepofleffed  in  favour 
and  touched  with  the  hiisfortunes  of  the 
Czarovitz,  to  efpoufe  in  their  own  name  the 
caufe  of  injured  majefty  and  juftice  ;  em- 
phatically affuring  them  that  his  mod  hearty 
wiihes  of  fuccefs  would  accompany  their 
enterpize.  And  to  confirm  the  fmcerity  of 
thefe  aflertions,  he  immediately  aiBgned  to 

*♦  Lcvcfque>  torn.  iii.  p.  270.    Core,  vol.  ii.  p.  4. 

the 
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the  intended  fon-in-law  of  Mnifhek  a  re- 
tinue fuitable  to  his  pretended  birth,  laviihed 
on  him  magnificent  prefents,  and  received 
him  at  all  times  with  marks  of  pre-eminent 
friendihip. 

If  the  reports  of  the  times  are  to  be  ac- 
credited, this  princely  generofity  originated 
from  the  moft  fmifter  motives  ;  for  it  has  been 
ftrenuoufly  maintained  that  the  falfe  Deme- 
trius promifed  to  beftow  on  him  the  city  of 
Smolenfk  with  its  extenfive  dependences, 
and  all  the  north  of  the  fertile  Ukraine,  as 
recompenfes  worthy  of  his  gratitude,  and 
of  the  king's  acceptance. 

But  the  moftfpecious  article  of  this  dubious 
contract,  and  the  moft  repugnant  to  every 
principle  of  juftice  and  public  intereft,  was 
the  promife  of  reuniting  the  Ruffian  to  the 
catholic  church  *',  as  the  attempt  to  violate 
their  religious  rites  muft  inevitably  have 
carried  mifery  and  bloodfhed  throughout  the 
empire.  But  fuppofmg  thefe  conditions  to 
be  eftabliflied  on  the  folid  bafis  of  veracity, 

*'  Mr.  Tooke  and  the  author  of  the  Ru£Gan  Impoftor, 
two  irer[>e^Hble  authorities,  declare  his  attachment  to  the 
Romifli  rites,  and  his  promife  to  the  Roman  pontiff,  when 
mounted  on  the  Ruffian  throne,  to  (ignalize  his  zeal  and 
power  in  the  introdu(flion  and  eftablifhment  of  the  Catholic 
church*  Rufl".  Imp.  p.  41 ;  Hift.  of  Ruflia,  vol.  i.  p.  309. 
See  alfo  the  Report  of  a  Maffacrc  at  Mofcow. 

Otropief 
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Otropief  was  too  well  verfed  in  the  intricate 
wiles  of  policy,  to  be  dellitute  of  arguments 
to  fatisfy  his  honour  and  confcience  in  breaks 
iog  an  agreement,  to  which  he  had  never 
perhaps  confented  but  with  rel usance. 
'  The  dark  cloud  now  gathering  in  Poland 
Was  foon  to  overcafl  the  days  of  Boris  with 
fears  of  the  moft  alarming  nature.  A  rumour 
prevailed  which  quickly  grew  into  credit  at 
Mofcow,  that  the  youngeft  fon  of  the  late 
Ivan  was  alive  and  difcovered  in  Poland  **• 
On  the  firft  intelligence  of  this  new  phasnome-* 
non,  the  credulous  vulgar  fwallowed  the  im- 
pofture  without  any  farther  inquiry  ;  whilfl: 
thinking  men  and  others  who  werediftinguifli- 
ed  for  their  birth,  fer vices,  and  power,  made  it 
the  fubje^l  of  their  general  converfation. 
In  the  leaven  of  different  reports  which  per- 
vaded the  whole  mafs  of  the  people,  the  un- 
grateful ftory  reached  the  tyrant ;  who,  for 
the  firft  time,  trembled  upon  his  throne,  ce- 
mented by  blood  and  afTaflination.  Senfible 
of  the  national  fondnefs  of  the  people  for 
the  blood  of  their  ancient  rulers  *',  and  know- 
ing 

**  See  Oleariusy  torn.  i.  II v.  iii.  p.  265* 

*^  We  muft  commend  the  difcernment  of  Mr.  Wiiliami 
when  he  afcribes  the  caufes  of  the  various  revolutions  in  the 
RuiEan  ftate  to  the  blind  attachment  of  the  people  to  the 
fan^ily  of  their  ancient  ibvereij^ns,  p.  339.    indeed  much 

ibundnefi 
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ing  that  neither  threats  nor  perfuafions  could 
check  the   defperate,   fecure  the    wavering, 
nor  infpire  the  difafFeded,  fhould  the  im- 
poftor    poffefs    the    mafterly   fkill   of  var- 
niching  over    the   moft  imperfedJ:  parts    of 
his  ftory  with  the  fcmblance  of  truth,  he  faw 
himfelf  on  the  brink   of  ruin,  if  the  moft 
vigorous    and    fubtle    meafures    were     not 
immediately     adopted    to     counteract     the 
projedls  of  this  determined  foe.      His  firft 
grand  objedt   was   to   afcertain,   beyond  all 
doubt  and  controverfy,  the  true  pedigree  of 
,this  wonderful  perfon ;  fmce  no  furmife  of 
jbis  real  birth  had  yet  been  formed,  nor  any 
contradiction  been   given  to  the  prevailing 
opinion.     With  this  view  he  difpatched  an 
emiflary  into  Poland,  who  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  accomplifli  the  putpofe  of  his  journey 
without    detedion;      From   his   fifting    in- 
quiries he  learnt,   to  his  ailonifliment,  that 
this  formidable  rival  was  no  other  than  the 
young  deacon  Gregory  Otropief  *'• 

The 


foundnefs  of  remark  is  to  be  found  in  the  whple  chapter^  as 
be  has  chofen  entirely  to  diveil  himfelf  of  the  mantle  of  his 
prejudices*      , 

**  Olearius  informs  us  that  Boris  ofiered  a  large  fum  of 
money  for  the  apprehenfion  of  the  falfe  Demetrius,  dead  or 
alive,  torn.  i.  Jiv.  iii.  p.  26^.  and  Mr.  Tooke  adds,  "  that 
he  lent  out  affadins  in  queft  of  the  pretended  Dmitri, 
■with  orders  to  kill  him,"  vol*  i.  p*  310.  Such  a  conduft 
muit  compel  thofe  who  are  the  leaft  attached  to  the  caufe  of 

A  a  Dcmetritti 
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The  darts  of  afflidion  carry  with  them 
a  double  force  when  they  come  unexpe£ted* 
What  rage,  anguifli,  and  aftonifhment,  mud 
have  been  depifted  in  the  countenance  of  the 
Czar,  in  the  firft  moment  of  a  difcovery  fo 
unexpedcd !  for  Boris,  amidft  the  multipli- 
city of  his  great  avocations,  had  entirely  loft 
all  recoUeclipn  of  the  obfcure  monk,  whom 
Vaflilief  had  ordered  to  be  placed  under  the 
eye  of  a  more  rigid  fuperior.  How  mortify- 
ing then  to  the  proud  mind  of  the  ufurper, 
firft  to  be  encompafled  with  the  terror  of 
foreign  invafion  from  this  vagrant  upftart, 
and  to  feel  every  hope  of  fafety  reft  folely  on 
his  own  vigilance,  fteadinefs,  and  refolution  ! 
The  firft  perfon  who  deplored  the  fally  of  his 
furious  refentment  was  the  fecretary  Vafli- 
lief, whofe  undefigning  negligence  now  occa- 
fioned  him  fuch  ferious  inquietude.  Deter- 
mined to  revenge  his  carelcflhefs,  Boris  contri- 
•ved  however  to  cloak  his  puniftiment  under 
the  appearance  of  public  equity,  fearful,  fhould 
he  even  pronounce  the  name  of  the  impoftori 
it  would  confer  on  him  an  additional  imporr 
tance  in  the  already  fluftuating  minds  of  the 
people.     Without  liftening  therefore  to  the 


Demetrins  to  acknowledge^  that  he  inwardly  did  not  difpnte 
the  exiftence  of  the  prince  Demetrius,  or  that  he  dreaded,  on 
this  myderious  perfonage  afTerting  his  claims  to  the  throne^ 
a  fickle  people  would  no  longer  tolerate  the  guilt  of  his  ufurp- 
ation. 

c  dilates 
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didatei  of  humanity  or  juftice,  the  fecretary 
received  his  death  from  the  knoot  for  im- 
puted malverfations  concerning  fome  money 
committed  to  his  fpecial  care  and  manage^- 
ment. 

When  the  news  I'eached  Stockholm  (for 
wonders  of  this  kind  travel  with  fpeed  to  a 
diftance)  that  a  pretended  Czarovitz  had  ap- 
peared in  Poland,  the  King  of  Sweden, 
Charles  IX.,  fent  an  immediate  tender  of  his 
fervices  to  the  Czar.  Boris,  however,  in  a 
manner  moil  fuitable  to  his  dignity,  refufed 
the  proffered  aid  j  determined,  whatever  might 
be  the  confequences,  to  feek  no  foreign  fuc- 
cour  in  the  prefervation  of  his  power  and 
life*';  neverthelefs  by  one  fatal  command 
which  he  thought  would  have  cruflied  the 
confpiracy  in  the  bud,  the  caufe  of  the  im- 
poilor  acquired  fuch  a  permanent  advantage 
as  never  could  be  remedied  or  effaced  by  all 
his  future  exertions ;  inllead  of  remaining  in 
an  apparent  (late  of  inadlion,  as  if  his  au- 
thority was  too  flrong  to  be  (haken  by  the 
moft  daring  fchemes  of  Otropief,  he  impru- 
dently ordered,  under  pain  of  death,  the  troops 
fpread  in  the  principality  of  Smolenfk  to  be 
adive  and  indefatigable  in  prohibiting  all 
communication  with  Poland '**  at  this  daur* 

••  Levcfquc,  torn.  lii.  p.  371,272. 

'**  Le  Clerc,  torn-  ii;  p.  474.    This  timid  and  fatal  policy 
k  alfo  noticed  by  Tookc,  vol.  i.  p.  310. 

A  a  2  geroua 
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gcrous  jundure  ;  fuch  a  proceeding  the  peo- 
ple immediately  interpreted  into  palpable 
fymptoms  of  fear,  and  into  a  plain  confeilion 
of  his  weaknefs ;  by  which  means  the  fpirit 
of  revolt  became  more  ripe,  and  the  mal- 
contents more  bold  and  infolent. 

The  next  and  lefs  exceptionable  meafures 
were  to  lay  open  the  whole  life,  defcent,  and 
adventures  of  Otropief,  before  the  king  of 
Poland,  and  to  expoftulate  with  him  on  ac- 
count of  the  countenance  and  proteflion 
which  was  offered  in  his  territories  to  fo 
barefaced  an  impoftor.  With  this  intent  he 
difpatched  to  the  Polifh  court  an  infant  boyar 
and  a  monk,  who  were  the  ancient  and  fa- 
miliar companions  of  Otropief.  But  SigiC- 
mond,  from  bis  great  fhare  in  the  ftake,  had 
no  inclination  to  be  undeceived.  Far  there^ 
fore  from  granting  them  audience,  the  only 
favour  or  rather  mercy  they  could  obtain^ 
conHfted  in  an  eafy  death.  Their  premature 
fate  could  not  however  deter  the  Czar  from 
fending  Smirnoi  Otropief,  the  uncle  of  the 
Impoftor,  into  Poland.  His  miflion  was  at- 
tended with  a  (imilar  difappointment '' ; 
though  he  had  the  fecret  confolation  to  re- 
tire without  being  facrificed  to  the  fears  or 
fufpicions  of  his  nephew. 

.     ''  Radian  Impoftor*  p.  47. 

In 
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In  this   feafon  of  approaching  tumult  and 
public  diftraftion,  when  the  wife  and  mode- 
rate looked  forward  with  a  deep  anxiety  for 
their  own  and  the  general  welfare,  when  the 
minds  of  the  guilty  and  vain  were  immerfed 
in  the  mod  fantaftic  profpedts,  and  all  who 
were  bankrupts  in  fame  and  fortune  were     . 
»     bent  on  embroiling  the   ftate ;  the  patriarch 
and  clergy,   to   revive  the    drooping   fpirits 
of  the  monarch,   fent  their  deputation   into 
Poland,    in    the     hope    that    it    would    be 
received    and    treated  with    all  poflible   re- 
fpedt  and  attention  ;  but  their  expectations 
were    cruelly    difappointed.     In    the   perfon 
of    their    ambaflador     Poltichof    they    faw 
the  law  of  nations  violated  ;  he  was  thrown 
into  the  prifon  of  Kief  by  the  pofitive  orders 
of  the  identical   prince   Oftrojoflci  '*,  whofe 
fuperftition  had  been  fo  lately  (hocked  at  the 
loofe   behaviour  of  the  monk  Otropief,    in 
the  convent  of  Petcherfki,  but  who  now,  like 
other  politicians,  fhifted  and  accommodated 
his  conduit  according  to  fortuitous  changes 
of    the   impoftor's    external     circumftances. 
So  tranfient  among  weak  minds  becomes  the 
paflion  of  hatred,  fo  foon  is  it  difmayed  and 
foftened  into  the  tone  of  fawning  adulation, 
when    its  obje£l  rifes  to  unforefeen  dignity 
and  greatnefs. 

**  Levefque,  torn.  in.  p.  273 — 275. 

A  a  3  With 
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With  augmenting  ftrength,  the  impatience 
and  ambition  of  the  impoftor  alfo  augmented. 
The  moft  indefatigable  exertions  were  now 
made  by  himfelf,  the  palatine,  and  the  other 
Polifh  nobles  who  had  efpoufed  his  caufe,  to 
place  the  Ruffian  diadem  on  his  head  by  vio* 
lence  of  arms  :  and  fortune  fmiled  propi- 
tious on  their  firft  attempts.  The  Cofacks 
of  the  Don,  a  reftlefs,  bold,  and  refradory 
people,  averfe  to  the  inflexible  rigour  of 
Boris,  who,  much  againft  their  inclination, 
wa^  taming  them  to  the  yoke  of  a  more 
exadt  difcipline"  ^han  they  had  hitherto  been 
accuftomed  to,  no  fooner  learnt  that  Poland 
contained  the  lawful  heir  of  Ruflia,  than  they 
commiffioned  Korela  their  hetman,  and  other 
chiefs  of  diftinguifhed  credit,  to  tend  him 
their  grateful  homage.  He  wa$  found  by 
thefe  deputies,  bufied  in  warlike  preparations 
againft  Ruflia ;  whilft  the  difciplined  troops 
and  the  wife  and  valiant  oflScers,  which  the 
moft  eminent  of  the  Polifh  nobility  had  at- 
tfiched  to  his  caufe,  imprefTed  thefe  barba- 
rians with  a  veneration  for  his  perfon  and  a 
rpfpeft  for  his  court.  Nor  can  it  furprife  us 
that  they  fhould  implicitly  accredit  the  ftory 
of  their  new  mafter  to  whom  they  had  fworn 
allegiance,  as  the  real  fon  of  Ivan,  when  his 
(:laim8  were  acknowledged  by  men  of  fucl\ 

?'Tpoke^  vol.  I,  p.  3io» 
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confpicuous  rank,  and  far  their  fuperlors  In 
found  and  accurate  judgment. 

Whether  the  feeds  of  difcontent  were  al- 
ready germinated  in  the  army,  or  that  their 
fears  had  damped  their  alacrity,  Boris,  before 
he  had  covered  his  frontiers  with  fufficient 
troops,  received  intelligence  that  his  high- 
fpirited  and  adive  rival  was  rapidly  advan- 
cing to  Tchernigof,  with  an  army  of  four 
tboufand  Poles  '*.  The  Kniaz  Ivan  Tatief 
commanded  this  place;  a  man  of  loyalty,  re- 
folute,  adive,  and  daring;  and  whofe  deter- 
mination, confident  with  his  chara£ker,  was 
to  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity  ;  but  an  ia- 
furreftion  among  his  troops  and  the  popu- 
lace defeated  this  honourable  defign,  which 
ended  by  his  appearance  in  chains  before  the 
impoftor,  and  their  recognizance  of  his  pre* 
tenfions  by  an  oath  of  fidelity.  Their  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  fevcn  other  cities  *^ 
Thus,  without  drawing  his  fword  ^'',  Otropief 
became  matter  of  the  frontiers. 

The 

.  ^*  Coxc,  vol.  11.  p.  5.  The  well-informed  Margeret, 
p.  35.  fays,  that  he  entered  Ruffia  "  avec  environ  quatre 
milJe  hommes."  While  other  writers,  Jefs  attentive  to  the 
rules  of  moderation,  or  lefs  fupplied  with  authentic  mate- 
rials, fwell  the  account  to  twenty-four  thouCaud  horfe,  and 
to  more  than  twenty  thoufand  Poles.  See  a  Brief  Hifto- 
rical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Rufliaa  p*  *4*  l^  Cz*p 
Demetrius,  p.  342. 

5'  Le  Clerc,  tom.  ii.  p.  479. 

3*  The  viaorious  impoftor  might  have  repeated,  ^»th  a 
fc?ling  fjaisfaaion,  this  fentence  of  the  fagc  Guiccardini : 

A  a  4  •*  Niuna 
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The  fame  of  this  great  fuccefs  quickly 
penetrated  into  Poland.  His  army  was  foon 
fwelled  by  a  crowd  of  adventurers,  eager  to 
profit  in  the  fpoils  of  Ruffia.  With  thefe 
new  recruits,  he  appeared  under  the  walls  of 
Novgorod-Severfki,  with  the  full  confidence 
of  being  offered  the  homage  and  fervices  of 
the  people.  But  he  prefently  difcovered  that 
one  fpirit  and  one  mind  aduated  this  town. 
The  people  were  faithful,  the  troops  difci- 
plined,  and  their  leader  Bafmanof "  courage- 
ous :  compelled  to  form,  the  fiege  according 
to  the  rules  of  fcience,  they  were  haraffed 
by  their  frequent  and  fortunate  fallies.  A 
confiderable  army,  raifed  under  the  immediate 
infpe£kion  of  the  Czar,  now  alfo  took  the 
field  againft  the  bold  and  fubtle  rebel,  but 
they  only  met  to  retreat  to  Sevfk  with  confu- 
fion  and  difgrace.  Thither  they  were  quick- 
ly purfued  by  the  enemy,  and  the  falfe  Cza^ 
rovitz  would  have  reaped  the  honours  of  a 
fccond  triumph,  when  the  Ruffians  were 
timely  reinforced  by  a  ftrong  band  under  the 
command  of  Vaffili  Ivanovitz  Chouifki.  This 
prince,  who  had  fo  lately  degraded  himfelf 
by  his  cruel  treatment  to  the  inhabitants  of 


**  Niuna  vittoria  eflere  piu  utiJc^  piu  prcclarc,  piu  gloriofa 
che  que)la>  chc  s'acquifta  fcnza  danno,  &  fenza  fangue  de'  fuoi 
Ibldati.*'     Hift.  d'ltalia,  lib.  xv.  p.  456. 
'7  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  46. 

Uglitz, 
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Ugli^z,  was  of  a  temper  admirably  calcu- 
lated  to  wade  through  this  feene  of  tumult, 
bloodihed,  and  civil  commotion  ;  he  was 
adtive,  fierce,  and  implacable ;  while  his  fa- 
vagenefs  of  heart  never  permitted  the  vigour 
of  his  arm  to  be  relaxed  by  any  movements 
of  compaffion,  when  employed  in  the  pleafing 
tafk  of  extermination.  Overpowered  by  this 
frefh  torrent  of  troops,  who  encompaffed 
him  on  all  fides,  the  gallant  impoftor  ftill 
however  rejedled  all  idea  of  retreat,  until  fix 
or  eight "  thoufand  of  his  men  were  either  ^^^S^ 
killed  or  taken  prifoners,  and  thirty  pieces  of 
his  cannon  had  proclaimed  the  decifive 
victory  of  the  enemy.  He  then  retired  with 
his  feeble  remnant  of  forces  towards  Pouti- 
mel,  fupported  by  a  mind  firm  and  undaunt- 
ed in  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

Inftead  of  fpreading  danger  and  confter- 
nation  among  the  fcanty  and  exhauiled 
troops  of  the  impoftor,  by  an  immediate  pur- 
fuit,  the  Ruffians  loitered  away  their  time  ia 
culpable  repofe,  well  pleafed  with  their  ima- 
ginary conqueft ;  yet  even  this  negligence 
might  have  been  retrieved,  had  they  direded 
their  firft  attack  againft  the  valiant  rebel ;  but 
motives  of  revenge  counterbalanced  their  in- 
tereft;  to  exterminate  the  commander  and 

**  Coxe,  vol.  ii.   p.  5.     Margcr^t,  p.  36,  37.     RochelJef 

inha- 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


36a  HISl'ORY  OF  THE 

inhabitants  of  an  infignificant  city,  called 
Rylfk,  they  deemed  objeas  of  far  more 
confequence  than  the  deftruction  of  a  man 
who  joined  to  the  virtues  of  courage  and  pa- 
tience all  that  popular  addrefs  to  win  the 
favour  of  the  people,  and  all  the  daring  and 
unconquerable  ambition  of  never  lofmg  fight 
of  his  great  objedt,  the  throne.  Bent  on 
this  glorious  warfare,  they  faw,  on  their  ap- 
proach to  the  place,  the  moft  judicious  pre- 
parations of  defence,  with  an  eye  of  mortifi- 
cation and  furprize,  whilft  the  citizens  from 
the  battlements  rent  the  air  with  the  unwel- 
come founds  of  their  firm  determination  to' 
die  in  fupport  of  their  injured  fovereign  the 
Czarovitz  Demetrius.  The  generals  of  Boris, 
who,  in  their  vain  confidence  of  fuperior 
ftrength,  had  devoted  this  paltry  town  to 
inevitable  deftruction,  were  compelled,  after 
five  days  perfeverance  ^%  to  meafure  back  their 
fteps  without  even  the  honour  of  having  mo- 
lefted  them  in  a  fkirmifh. 

The  Czar  changed  his  generals,  but  not 
his  fortune*  To  Fedor  Gheremetief  he  en- 
trufted  the  fiege  of  Kromy,  occupied  by  fix 
thoufand  Cofacks,  and  the  chief  partizans  of 
his  opponent.  Gheremetief  reduced  the  for- 
trcfs  to  aflies.     But   in  his  attempts  to  feize 
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the  city  by  aflault,  and  to  cut  his  way  through 
the  fcattered  ruins,  he  was  defeated  by  the 
intentional  mifcondud  of  his  officers.  The 
artillery  was  unfortunately  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  Michael  Soltikof,  who  abandoned 
his  poft  in  the  moft  treacherous  manner, 
whilft  the  Cofacks,  with  a  courage  Iharpened 
by  revenge  and  defpair  *\  threw  themfelvcs 
on  the  beficgers,  who  pufillanimoufly  fled, 
unmindful  of  their  martial  glory.  To  in- 
creafe  their  misfortune^  an  epidemical  difeafe 
raged  among  their  troops,  who  were  fwept 
off  in  numbers  from  the  want  of  medical  aid.  ' 

After  a  variety  of  delays  and  confultations, 
they  received  from  Mofcow  the  medicines 
prefcribed  by  the  pliyficians  of  the  court. 
They  were  adminiftered  without  any  care 
or  caution  ;  and  the  thinking  few  will  per- 
haps difcover  no  uncharitable  fpirit  in  the 
fuppofition  that  the  remedy  muft  have  proved 
no  lefs  fatal  than  the  diforder  *'. 

The  flame  of  rebellion  now  fpread  itfelifto 
the  capital ;  all  clafles  of  men  turned  their 
looks  towards  the  new  claimant  with  ftrong 
indications  of  favour :  but  as  the  people  in 

^  Ten  fevcral  times  (the  words  of  the  author  of  the  Rufl 
fian  impoftor)  did  the  Rudians  afTault  Krom,  and  were  as 
often  repelled  by  the  obftinate  valour  of  the  ^ofaques, 
p.  62. 

i*  J*cvefquc,  torn.  Hi,  p.  ^^77,  ?78. 
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any  convulfion  of  the  ftate  are  always  the 
moft  prefumptuous,  ftubborn,  and  intra£kable, 
their  views  not  extending  to  remote  confe- 
quences,  Boris  thought  if  their  fiery  paf- 
fions  could  be  once  foothed  and  filenced, 
the  general  progrefs  of  difafFedion  would 
foon  be  terminated.  After  having  revolved 
on  many  plans  with  a  fmgular  quicknefs,  for 
the  perilous  pofture  of  aflFairs  admitted  of  no 
dull  delay,  his  acute  difcernment  at  laft  fug- 
gefted  an  expedient,  which  for  a  time  con- 
trolled the  mutinous  fpirit  of  the  people  : — he 
commanded  the  patriarch,  (to  whom  the  un- 
taught rabble  fhewed  the  greateft  reverence, 
as  their  infallible  oracle  of  truth,)  and  the 
prince  Ivan  Vaffili  Chouifki  (who  could  pro- 
duce fuch  authentic  evidence  of  the  death  of 
the  young  prince)  to  parade  the  ftreets  and 
market-places,  for  the  purpofe  of  quieting 
the  minds  of  the  people,  by  the  pofitive 
affurance  that  the  real  Demetrius  had  long 
fince  periflied,  while  the  ufurper  of  his  name 
was  the  notorious  Gregory  Otropief,  monk 
of  the  Tfchiidor  monaftery  j  and  the  more 
to  complete  this  mafter-ftroke  of  their  afleve- 
rations,  he  called  in  the  aid  of  the  grand  ap- 
paratus of  religious  vengeance.  The  impoftor 
and  his  accomplices,  with  all  imaginable  fo- 
lemnity,   were  excommunicated  in  the  pre- 
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fence  of  the   people  ^*.     Nor  can  we  read 
with  furprize,  that  this  fentence  (hould  chill 
their   minds   with  fuperftitious   awe,  when 
ambition,  invefted  with  the  enfigns  of  fove- 
reignty,  after  trampling  on  the  majefty  of 
liuman  laws,  laying  cities  in  flames,  and  thin- 
ning the  land  by  its  deftrudive  fword,  has 
been  flopped  in   its    victorious  career,  dif- 
mayed  by  the  thunder  of  the  dire  anathema. 
The   gloomy  and   deceitful    calm   which 
hung  over  the  city,  the   efFed  of  the  dread 
interdid,  was  however  foon  fucceeded  by  an 
unforefeen  event,  which   once  more  kindled 
the  latent  fparks  of  fedition  into  a  deftrudive 
blaze.     Boris,  rifing  from  his  table,  was  fud- 
denly  attacked  with   the   moft  excruciating 
pains  *^     On  feeling  the  approach  of  death, 

♦*  LeTefque^  torn.  iii.  p.  279.  Tooke,  vol.  i.  p.  310. 
Le  Clercy  torn.  li.  p.  481.  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p.  6.;  and  Gor- 
don's Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  Sec.  Aberd.  I75s>  vol.  i.  p.  43. 

♦'  It  is  the  opinion  of  feveral  writers,  tHat  he  poifoned 
himfelf  on  feeing  the  near  profpedt  of  a  reyolution.  Muller 
apud  Coze,  vol*  i.  p.  402. ;  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  58. ;  La- 
combe,  p.  66. ;  Strahlenberg,  206.;  St.  Lazare,  in  his  Remar- 
qucs  d'Hiftoire,  Par.  1632,  p.  87. ;  Rochclle,  p. 365  ;  Tooke, 
vol-  i.  p*3i3;  Williams's  Ruffia,  p.  58.:— arefpedtablebodyof 
evidence,  but  to  which  cannot  be  added  the  authoritative 
names  of  Margeret  and  Levefque,  the  former  of  whom 
feems  to  infinuate,  that,  the  effect  of  a  long  illnefs,  his  death 
was  a  decay  of  nature  ;  while  the  latter  aiTerts,  that  he  died 
of  an  apoplexy,  Hidoire  de  Ruffie>  torn,  itt.  p.  270.,  Etat  de 
TEmpire  de  Ruffie,  p.  37. 
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he  haftened  to  aflume  the  monaftic  habit  j 
when,  after  a  fliort  illnefs,  he  died  in 
the  feventh  year  of  a  ftormy  reign,  a  fad  exA 
ample  of  the  fmall  fatisfaftion  which  an  a;n- 
bitious  mind  finds  in  the  illegal  feizure  of 
fupreme  power* 


AFTER  his  death  he  was  fucceeded  by  hJs 
fon  Fedor,  fcarce  fixteen  years  old,  who  was 
fblemnly  proclaimed  by  the  patriarch,  the 
boyars,  and  nobles,  who  were  prcfent  at 
Mofcow*.  But  a  youth  of  his  inexperience 
could  ill  control  a  people,  whofe  headftrong 
fury  was  not  to  be  reftrained  by  the  mature 
wifdom  of  Boris.  To  obviate  this  incon- 
venience, he  was  encompafled  and  guided  by 
miniflers,  dextrous  in  their  application  to 
bufinefs,  and  diftinguifhed  by  their  fervicea 
to  the  houfe  of  Godounof.  But  this  form  of 
government  fo  clogged  and  chequered  their 
proceedings,  as  led  them  to  meafures  mif- 
9hievous  and  incurable.  Indeed,  to  have 
guided  the  helm  with  prudence  and  fuccefs . 
in  thefe  tempeftuous  times,  required  a  fingle 
leader,  whofe  mind  muft  have  been  gifted 
with  counfels  always  feafonable,  and  always 
adequate,  and  whofe  firmnefs  of  difpofitioa 

'  Cose«  vol.  ii.  p.  6, 
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muft  have  been  fraught  with  that  prompti- 
tude of  difpatch,  that  vigour  of  difcipline, 
that  reputation  of  militjury  fkill  and  pertina- 
cious valour,  which  could  alone  have  made 
an  uncivilized  and  feditious  age  unani- 
mous. 

The  laft  link  of  the  great  chain  of  incor- 
poration now  burft  afunder.  Doubt  began 
to  reign  among  all  hearts :  in  vain  *  did  the 
archbifhop  of  Novgorod  tranfport  himfelf  to 
the  army  lying  before  Kromy  to  ftimulatc 
their  exertions ;  for  in  all  their  fhow  of  alle- 
giance, there  dwelt  nothing  at  the  bottom 
but  repugnance  and  irrpfolution.  The  in- 
habitants fought  to  inveftigate  the  fentiments 
of  the  army;  the  chieftains  the  difpofitions 
of  the  cities:  the  refult  of  thefe  frequent 
meflages  demonftrated  that  the  leaft  com- 
mendable motives  had  prevailed.  The  cities 
of  Toula,  Riazan,  and  Cochire,  were  among 
the  firft  to  acknowledge  Demetrius  for  their 
fovereign'.  Bafmanof  himfelf*,  although 
he  had  fo  lately  exhibited  a  moft  glorious 
inftance  of  rare  fidelity  and  undaunted  for- 
titude in  his  defence  of  the  city  of  Novgorod- 
Severfki,  caught  with  the  general  contagion, 
revolted  to  the  caufe  of  the  rebel.     The  two 

*  Levefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  184. 
'  Le  Clerc,  tom.  ii.   p.  483. 

♦  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  6;. ;  Margeret,  p.  59. 
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princes  Golitzin,  and  others  of  illuftrious 
rank,  followed  his  example.  One  of  them, 
with  all  the  low  cunning  of  a  daftardly 
mind,  contrived  to  be  prefented  to  the  im- 
poftor  loaded  with  chains,  thinking  by  this 
contemptible  manoeuvre  his  aflbciation  would 
appear  compulfatory,  fhould  the  adverfe  par- 
ty be  reftored  by  the  ficklenefs  of  fortune 
to  their  former  ftrength  and  independence. 

Thus  elevated  by  this  fudden  change  from 
the  depth  of  defpair  to  the  height  of  pro- 
fperity,  the  falfe  Czarovitz,  no  longer  du- 
bious of  final  fuccefs,  appeared  himfelf  to 
his  new  and  impatient  army.  The  moft 
faithful  affociates  of  the  royal  party  fled  to 
Mofcow  *  on  this  general  confpiracy ;  whilft 
the  reft  came  forwards  to  receive  him  with 
all  poflible  marks  of  refpedt.  The  army 
refounded  with  acclamations  on  his  arrival : 
fo  wild  and  outrageous  was  their  joy,  that  it 
might  be  compared,  with  juftice,  to  the 
phrenzy  of  intoxication.  In  perfon  he  vifited 
the  camp  of  the  beficged,  compofed  of  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  men,  who,  with  feventy 
pieces  of  cannon,  had  vainly  attempted,  for 
the  {pzct  of  three  whole  months,  to  demolifh 
a  city  by  no  means  impregnable  from  its  na- 
tural means  of  defence.     The  long  and  ob* 

>  •  Rochclle,  p.  370.    ; 
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ftinate  refiftance  of  this  town  againft  the 
hoftile  engines  of  fuch  an  immenfe  army 
muft  more  decifively  convince  the  reader  of 
difcernment,  than  all  the  laboured  dedudions 
of  reafon,  that  the  talents  of  the  intrepid  im- 
poftor  amply  equalled  his  ambition ;  fince, 
however  favoured  by  adventitious  circum- 
fiances,  we  mufl  acknowledge  that  the  ra- 
pidity of  his  attacks,  and  the  fagacity  of  his 
ftratagems,  with  that  invincible  fpirit  which 
he  imparted  to  his  occafional  defponding 
companions  %  were  the  primary  founda- 
tions of  his  fuccefs.  On  entering  this 
place,  and  contemplating  the  wretched  ftate 
to  which  it  was  reduced,  he  cried  out  with 
all  that  impaffioned  zeal  which  rivets  the  at- 
tention of  the  vulgar ;  "  I  recognize,  in  the 
long   oppofition  of  this  weak  city,  the  un- 

*  Senfible  of  the, pious  charaftcr  of  the  Ruffians,  he  omit- 
ted no  opportunity  of  awakening  their  zeal,  and  of  ftrengthe- 
mng  his  caufe,  by  his  conftant  appeals  to  Heaven  to  fupport  • 
his  injured  rights.  In  the  preftnce  of  his  whole  army,  it 
was  his  invariable  cuftom  to  pray  aloud  in  thefe  impreffivc 
words  before  the  commencement  of  the  battle :  '*  Deftroy 
me,  O  juft  Judge,  and  blot  out  my  name  from  among  men, 
if  what  I  undertake  be  done  unjuftly  or  wickedly  j  thou  feeft 
my  innocence,  help  my  moft  righteous  caufe,  I  commend 
myfelf  and  thefe  my  fellow  foldiers  into  thy  protection,  O 
Queen  of  Heaven.'*  Sec  this  addrefs  in  Ruffian  Impoftor* 
p.  S7.  He  muft  either  have  been  a  great  hypocrite,  or  elfe 
thoroughly  convinced  of  his  royal  birth -right,  to  have  uttered 
thefe  perilous  words* 

B  b  common 
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common  proteAion  which  Heaven  ha8  af- 
forded my  caufe. 

The  juftice  of  hiftory  muft  alfo  be  allowed 
to  commend  that  humanity,  or  policy, 
which  led  him,  in  the  proud  charader  of  con- 
queror, to  treat  his  prifoners  with  familiarity 
and  kindnefs ;  to  fuffer  the  dead  to  be  decent* 
ly  interred,  to  command  his  troops  to  a£> 
fume  the  afptGt  of  mercy  in  the  captured 
towns  ^ ;  while  the  Ruffians  funk  to  the  fame 
common  level  of  deftrudlion  all  their  coun- 
trymen who  had  been  taken  prifoners  in  the 
army  of  this  gallant  impoftor'. 

Yet  notwithftanding  this  vaft  acceffion  of 
force,  the  falfe  Demetrius  ftill  difcovered 
great  unwillingnefs  to  march  immediately  to 
Mofcow,  from  the  uncertsdn  accounts  of  his 
intereft  with  the  inhabitants.  'Before  he 
proceeded  thither,  he  determined  to  fend 
two  traitors,  who  had  joined  his  party,  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  accurate  informal 

7  Tbokc,  vol.  1.  p.  31  a. 

•  Margcret,  vol.  i.  p.  8.  A  writer  not  very  fevourabfe 
toDemetrius,  thus  delineates  his  charaAer:  <*  He  was  a 
gentleman  very  comely  of  peribnage^  adkive  of  body,  and  a 
great  fcholar^  highly  a£Fe^ing  the  EngUfli^  German,  and 
I'olifli  nations »  being  alfb  himfelf  for  his  valour  and  genero- 
fity  highly  beloved  by  his  viflorious  army.*'  Sec  A  Brief 
Kiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruflhf  p.  15. 

'  Levefque*  torn*  iii.  p.  285, 

don 
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tidH  concerning  the  fentiments  of  the  capital. 
We  are  ignorant  whether  to  aiTign  this  harm- 
lefs  proceeding  to  motiyes  of  policy^  which 
rendered  him  fearful  of  difgufling,  and  con-> 
fequently  infpiring  their  minds  to  reftftance^ 
by  oppreffing  them  with  the  violence  and  ra« 
vages  of  war;  or  to  a  laudable  mercy^  which 
urged  him  to  fpare  die  blood  of  his  countrymeOd 
The  emiflaries  departed  with  all  thofe  fenfa^ 
tions  of  terror  which  men  feel  who  are  about 
to  meet  inftant  death ;  a8  the  place  of  deftinaH^ 
tion  was  the  abode  of  the  mod  zealous  partifani 
of  the  boufe  of  Godounof.  Two  verfts  from 
Mofcow  ftands  a  confiderable  village,  called 
Krafno*CeIo}  hct^  they  halted,  with  the 
foil  expe&ation  of  being  dragged  to  punifli-^ 
ment.  The  peafants  however,  who  had  fo 
kmg  detefted  the  dominion  of  the  fevere 
Boris,  and  who  felt  no  affection  for  the  pre- 
fent  unfettled  government,  ran  with  eager 
joy  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  the  deputies  of 
the  Czarovitz.  The  oflBlcers  fent  to  arreft 
them  did  not  poffefs  fuflficient  courage  or 
loyalty  to  approach  the  village  on  beholding 
their  formidable  zeaL 

••  The  boldnefs  of  Pouchin  and  Pleftchief, 
thefe  fervants  of  rebellion,  now  increafed  with 
their  power.     At  the  head   of  the  armed 

'*  Le  Clercy  torn*  ii«  p.  484. 

B  b  a  peafants 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


372  HISTORY  OF  THE 

pcafants  oi  Krafno-Celo  they  proceeded 
to  the  principal  fquare  of  Mofcow,  and 
were  joined  in  their  way  by  a  prodigious 
concourfe  of  people,  and  by  a  ftrong  band 
of  the  StreliczeS)  who  alfo  had  abandoned 
their  devoted  city.  The  interpofition  of  re- 
ligion was  now,  for  the  firil  time,  inefiedual ; 
at  the  preffing  entreaties  of  the  boyars,  the 
patriarch  once  more  made  his  appearance 
among  the  people  to  quell  the  fpreading  in- 
furre£tion  ;  but  all  his  earneft  exhortations  of 
keeping  inviolable  their  oaths  of  allegiance 
were  overwhelmed  by  feditious  clamours* 
The  agents  of  the  impoftor  then  cried^ 
**  Long  live  the  C%ar  Demetrius  /"  which 
was  anfwered  with  the  moft  frantic  ac- 
clamations ;  for  fuch  has  been  in  all  ages  the 
incenfe  and  charafteriftic  tribute  of  the  vul- 
gar, alike  regardlefs  whether  the  objeA  of 
their  applaufe  poflefled  the  heart  of  the  fan- 
guinary  Nero,  or  of  the  amiable  Titus.  When 
their  fhouts  of  approbation  had  fubfided, 
with  looks  of  furious  refentment  they  rufhed 
towards  the  imperial  palace,  ieized  the  wi- 
dow of  Godonouf  the  Czar,  her  fon,  and 
Axcnia,  filler  to  the  young  prince ;  and  to 
accumulate  their  woe,  lodged  them  in  the 
very  houfe  Boris  had  occupied  in  a  pri- 
vate ftation,  which  they  furrounded  with  a 
ftrid  guard  to  preclude  their  perfons  from 
8  efcape. 
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cfcapc.  The  houfes  of  the  great  now  ex- 
perienced every  fpecies  of  rapine  and  licen- 
tioufnefs.  In  this  fcene  of  riot,  havoc,  and 
confuiion,  all  the  kinfmen  and  adherents  of 
Godounof  periftied  by  the  edge  of  the 
fword ",  while  their  houfes  were  razed  to 
the  ground,  and  their  fiefs  and  villages  ex- 
perienced every  fpecies  of  depredation. 

"  Apprized  of  the  fubmiffion  of  Mofcow, 
Otropief  advanced  towards  Toula.  He 
there  received  the  deputies  of  the  capital, 
accompanied  with  a  crowd  of  nobility,  who 
came  to  acknowledge  his  rights  in  the  name 
of  the  people  and  boyars,  and  who  difplayed 
all  that  fervile  adulation  which  has  fuch  little 
connedion  with  the  heart.  At  the  head  of 
this  deputation  were  the  princes  Vorotinfki 
and  Teliatevfki :  at  the  fame  time  arrived  the 
deputies  of  the  Cofacks  of  the  Don.  The 
calumniators  of  the  impoftor  affirm,  that 
on  this  occafion  he  firft  evinced  his  dif* 
like  towards  the  Ruffian  nobility.  The 
Cofacks,  according  to  their  report,  were 
the  firft  honoured  with  an  audience :  thefe 
fierce  barbarians  infulted  the  envoys  of 
Mofcow,  afterwards  ftruck  the  perfon  of 
prince  Teliatevfki,  and  then  threw  him  into 

**   Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  73. 

**  Lcvcfque,  torn.  iii.   p.  287,  a88,  289. 

B  b  3  prifon. 
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prifon.  But  peace  and  good  order  are  the 
work  of  time  and  labour }  can  therefore  the 
excefles  committed  by  a  powerful  and  un« 
difciplined  foldiery,  in  the  heat  of  gene* 
ral  anarchy,  be  imputed  with  juftice  to 
their  new  fovereign,  whofe  authority  could 
never  be  exerted  with  efFeft?  whilft  the 
very  attempt  perhaps,  inftead  of  avert- 
ing, would  not  only  have  increafed  the  cruel* 
ty  of  the  military,  but  expofed  him  to  ridi- 
cule, difgrace,  and  expuliion. 

The  clofe  imprifonment  of  the  Czar  and 
his  mother  could  not  quiet  the  apprehenfion 
of  the  ufurper  ;  the  rigid  maxims  of  his  po- 
licy determined  him  they  muft  be  configned 
to  death  before  his  entrance  into  Mofcow, 
The  princes  Golitzin,  Maflal&i,  and  BaC- 
manof  (whofe  turpitude  was  now  found 
equal  to  his  former  valour  and  fidelity),  were 
impowered  to  execute  the  bloody  commiC- 
fion. 

Guided  by  the  fame  views  of  prudence,  the 
impoftor  was  now  to  authorife  a  deed,  which, 
while  it  caft  a  deep  (lain  on  his  gratitude,  yet 
ftill  muft  be  confidered  as  the  efFedl  of  fatal 
neceflity.  To  remove  the  patriarch  from 
his  ecclefiaftical  throne,  who  had  loved  and 
patronized  the  virtues  of  the  monk  Otropief, 
but  who  detefted  the  crimes  of  the  falfe  Dcme^ 

trius. 
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trius,  formed  his  next  daring  refolution. 
By  his  commands,  a  band  of  ruffians  en-- 
tered  the  palace  of  the  venerable  pontiff, 
conduded,  or  rather  dragged,  him  to  the  ca- 
thedral, and  at  the  foot  of  thofe  akars  where  he 
had  fo  often  (Iruck  the  people  with  reverential 
awe  in  the  performance  of  his  auguft  func- 
tions, his  facred  veftments  were  forcibly 
ftripped  off  with  all  that  infolence  which 
invariably  accompanies  hardened  villainy. 
Clothed  afterwards  in  the  habit  of  a  com- 
mon monk,  the  mild  luftre  of  his  virtues 
were  for  ever  obfcured  in  the  gloom  of  a  re- 
mote monaftery. 

Having  thus,  unmolefted  by  any  oppofi- 
tion,  degraded  an  adverfary,  whofc  ready 
eloquence  and  authoritative  charader  might 
have  juftly  provoked  his  fears,  Otropief  pro- 
nounced the  orders  for  another  deed,  which 
in  comparifon  with  the  former  was  fraught 
with  trivial  difficulty  and  danger.  Golitzin 
and  MafTalfki,  with  two  other  dignified 
wretches  who  delighted  in  aflaffination,  and 
a  flender  train  of  foldiers,  penetrated  into 
the  palace  confecrated  to  groans  and  tears, 
where  the  young  Czar,  mournfully  feated  be- 
tween his  mother  and  fifter,  hourly  awaited 
the  minifters  of  death.     '*  The  tragic  fcene 

"  The  ftrangling  of  the  Czar  only  is  mentioned  in  the 
Brief  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  RufCa^  p.  15. 

B  b  4  was 
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was  opened  by  the  ftrangling  of  the  Czarina, 
whilft  her  fon,  torn  from  her  ftruggling  arms, 
and  thruft  into  a  feparate  apartment,  fuftained 
along  conteft  with  four  of  his  robuft  aflaffins. 
At  laft  one  of  his  executioners  overpowered 
and  fufFocated  him.  The  bodies  of  thefe 
two  illuftrious  vidims  were  then  expofed  to 
the  view  of  the  people,  who,  without  the 
previous  labour  of  inveftigation,  accredited 
the  report  of  their  having  poifoned  them- 
felves.  '*  While  the  youth  and  exquifite 
beauty  of  Axenia  only  efcaped  to  be  im- 
mured for  ever  in  the  convent  of  Vladimin 
Thus  was  the  race  of  Boris  excluded  from 
the  Ruffian  throne;  and  to  juftify  this  cfx- 
tinftion,  which  fo  boldly  bade  defiance  to  the 
laws  of  juftice  and  the  obligations  of  mora- 
lity, can  only  be  attempted  by  the  advocates 
of  ftate  policy  '^ 


i6oc.         NOW,  no  longer  beholding  any  competi-r 
tion  to  remove   or  enemy  to  puniih,  the  im- 

poftor 

'♦  To  blacken  his  chara<5ler,  the  oppofite  party  have  de- 
clared that  Axenia  was  indebted  for  her  life  to  his  luft  and 
her  beauty  ;  but  the  chaftity  of  Demetrius  is  mo  ft  ably  vin- 
dicated from  every  afperfion  by  the  impartial  Levefque» 
torn.  iii.  p.  202> 

'*  Monf.  de  Ic  Rochelle  in  his  Czar  Demetrius,  p.  374, 
'  375*  CVQF  eager  tod*Jend  and  extol  his  hero,  in  oppofuio?;! 

to 
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poftor  made  his  folemn  entry  into  the  capital 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  furrounded  by 
a  numerous  retinue  of  the  moft  auguft  nqble- 
men,  with  the  two  armies.  Ruffian  and  Polifli, 
forming  the  rear  of  this  fplendid  proceffion  '. 
All  the  bells  founded  their  peals  of  joy,  all 
the  ftreets,.  windows,  tops  of  houfes,  and 
other  confpicuous  places  fwarmed  with  i  a 
multitude  of  people,  who  as  he  pafled 
along  received  him  with  the  moft  profound 
and  flattering  profeffions  of  joy  and  refpedl  *; 
the  clergy  with  their  images  and  crofles  met 
him  in  the  market-place.  He .  there  alighted 
from  his  milk-white  courfer,  and  advanced 


to  the  beft  authorities,  alTerts  that  the  Ton  and  mother  became 
their  own  deftroyers.  I  am  obliged  to  notice  this  erroneous 
declaration  in  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  72.  St.  Lazare,  in  p.  89. 
Reroarques  d'Hiftoirc,  embraces  the  fame  opinion,  and  in  p. 
I  c2.cont radios  his  own  evidence ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  place 
where  this  hiftorian  has  forgot  himfelf  when  fpeaking  of  Ruffian 
affairs  ;  while  the  fenfible  and  obferving  fecretary  of  the  Pcr- 
HanembaiTy,  Adam  Olearius*  thus  relates  the  tranfadlion, 
with  freedom  or  with  malevolence :  '*  Demetrius  envoya 
un  Diakou  fecretaire  avec  ordre  d'etrangler  la  mere  &  ie  fils, 
&  dc  faire  couvrir  le  bruit  qu'ils  s'etoient  empoifonnez," 
torn.  i.  liv,  iii.  p,  266.  See  likewife  the  impartial  Margeret, 
p.  39- 

*  Levefque,  tom.  iii.   p.  291.     Le  Clerc,  tom.  ii.  p.  485. 

*  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  76.  Hear  the  poetic  falutation  of 
the  fervile  Ruffians:  **  Long  live  the  Great  Duke  of  Ruffia; 
thou  art  the  right  and  bright  morning  flar  that  now  fhines 
in  Ruffia."    Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  77. 

to 
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to  the  cathedral  to  acknowledge  the  bounty 
of  Heaven  in  ordaining  fo  triumphant  a  re- 
turn to  his  kingdom.  At  the  fame  moment 
they  chaunted  their  prayers,  the  Polifli  army 
drowned  their  pious  voices  by  the  har(h 
mufic  of  cymbals  and  trumpets.  This  un- 
feafonable  novelty  produced  a  momentary 
difturbance  among  all  ranks,  who  regarded 
it  as  an  infult  to  their  religion;  for  in  Ruffia 
warlike  inftruments  are  never  fufFered  to  be 
confounded  with  holy  chaunts'. 

Recognized  by  the  whole  nation,  Otro- 
pief  wifhed  his  fovereigri  authority  to  be  >;> 
tified  by  the  rites  of  royal  undion  and  con- 
fecration.  *  To  fill  up  the  firft  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  dignities,  fo  lately  vacant  by  his  political 
injuftice,  he  appointed  the  archbifhop  of 
Res^an.  This  prelate,  of  Greek  extradion^ 
who  firft  appeared  in  Ruffia  under  the  reign  of 
Fedor  Ivanovitz,  maintained  in  all  his  a£tions 
the  reputed  charadler  of  his  countrymen; 
fubtle,  domineering,  inflexible,  and  avari- 
cious, capable  of  concealing  the  moft  deteft- 
able  intrigues  under  the  difguife  of  fan£tity 

^  "  Us  ne  fouffrcnt  point  d'orgucs  ni  d'autres  inftruments 
de  mufique  dans  leuneglifes,  &  ils}  dtfent  fur  cela  que  Ics 
chofes  inanimces  ne  font  pas  capable  de  glorifier  fe  Dien.** 
The  words  of  Olearius,  torn.  i.  Jir,  iii.  p.  358.— If  they  were 
guilty  of  no  other  errors  in  religion,  we  (houid  not  have  oc* 
cafion  fo  often  to  lament  and  cxpofe  their  fuperllition. 

♦  Levefqne,  torn.  iii.  p.  292. 


and 
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and  zeal  for  the  advantages  of  religion,  and 
willing  to  immolate  all  duties  both  public 
and  private  at  the  flirine  of  ambition ;  in 
fhort,  he  was  juft  the  inftrument  which  the 
pofture  of  Otropief  ■  s  affairs  fo  eflentially  de- 
manded. On  the  laft  day  of  July '  the  falfe 
Czarovitz  received  from  the  hands  of  the 
new  patriarch  the  crown  of  the  Czar,  under 
the  name  of  Demetrius  Ivanovitz. 

A   moft  curious  and   interefting  meeting 
foon   afterwards  occurred,  which  was  ma- 
naged with  fuch  confummate  art,  as  to  con- 
vince the  credulous  vulgar,  and  ftagger  even 
the  fufpicions  of  refledling  men.     The  widow 
of  Ivan,  the  mother  of  Demetrius,  yet  fur- 
vived  the  injuries  of  oppreffion  :  could  then 
her  fuppofed  fon,  on  his  unexpeded  acceffion 
to  the  throne,  permit  a  princcfs  no  lefs  vene- 
rable from   her  age,  than  remarkable  from 
her  numerous  misfortunes,  to  languifh  in  a 
dreary   and  forrowful    retreat    an    hundred 
leagues  *    diftant    from  the    capital  ?  would 
not  fuch  inhumanity  betray  the  moft  ftrong 
and  indifputable  marks  of  impofture  ?  while 
to  fee  her,  and  not  to  be  embraced  as  her  long 
loft  fon,  would  inevitably  provoke  the  doubts 
of  the  multitude,  and  their  doubts  might  be 
the  prelude  of  a  fudden  and  general  in  fur-' 

'  Margeret,  p.  40. 

^  8e^  the  Report  of  a  Maflacre  at  Mofcow. 

redion# 
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re&ion.  But  perhaps  his  accurate  obferva* 
tions  on  human  nature,  not  more  than  the 
fangulnenefs  of  his  difpofition,  induced  him 
to  hope,  that  by  refcuing  her  from  her  pre- 
fent  meannefs  and  obfcurity  of  flation,  and 
by  having  avenged  her  vrrongs  in  the  extirpa^^ 
tion  of  Boris  and  his  numerous  kinfmen;  grati- 
tude, co-operating  v^ith  the  fears  of  immediate 
puniffiment,  would  tempt  her  to  receive  him 
as  the  true  image  of  Ivan,  and  the  legitimate 
iucceflbr  of  the  Ruffian  throne  ^.  Buoyed  up 
by  this  train  of  reflexions,  he  difpatched  an 
handfome  efcort  to  conduft  her  from  the 
convent  to  Mofcow,  From  the  city  he  ad- 
vanced to  meet  her,  followed  by  an  innume- 
rable concourfe  of  people.  Thofe  who  had 
favoured  his  plans,  from  the  impulfc  of  blind 
credulity,  or  reftlefs  ambition,  thofe  who 
were  attached  to  his  perfon,  and  thofe  who 
rejeded  his  pretenfions  with  fecret  difdain, 
were  all  equally  anxious  to  be  fpedtators  of 
this  extraordinary  interview, 

Demetrius,  for  by  this  name  we  muft  now 
call  him,   on  beholding  his  mother,  alighted 

•^  There  is  much  political  fagacity,  much  infight  in  the 
human  cJiaradler  to  be  difcovered  in  the  following  obferva- 
tion  of  Adari  Olcarius :  "  La  bonne  dame  r9av6it  pourtanc 
fort  biea  que  Demetrius  fon  fils  avoit  «te  tuc,  mais  ellc  diffi- 
ixuiloit  adrr)itement ;  tant  a  cauiTe  du  reffentiment  qu*eJle 
avolt  centre  Li  memoire  de  Boris  &  de  peur  d'etre  maltraitee 
par  ce  faux  Demetrius  j*'  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  267, 

from 
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from  his  horfe,  ran  and  threw  himfelf  into 
her  inviting  arms ;  they  preffed  each  other 
to  the  heart  like  deareft  relatives  long  fepa- 
rated,  fhed  tears  of  extatic  joy  at  their  won- 
derful deliverance,  while  in  all  their  ten- 
der carefles,  untutored  nature  feemed  to 
play  her  fpontaneous  part.  The  Czarina  was 
then  conduced  by  her  affectionate  fon  to 
the  monaftery  of  the  Afcenfion,  where 
apartments  were  prepared  fuitable  in  every 
refped:  to  the  mother  of  the  reigning  fove- 
reign  '• 

Malignity,  who  treats  truth  with  the  fame 
difrefped  as  flattery,  though  her  affertions  are 
more  accredited  from  the  tone  of  indepen- 
dence with  which  (he  utters  them,  has  de- 
clared that  Demetrius  again  filled  the  city  with 
informers ;  but  the  relation  of  one  aft  will 
be  fufficipnt  to  defeat  the  malice  of  this  re- 
port, and  to  fatisfy  the  candid  and  impartial, 
that,  when  not  influenced  by^ftate  motives,  he 

■  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p.  7.;  Voltaire  Hift.  Gen.  torn.  v.  p.  166. 
Rochelle,  p.  377. ;  Ruflian  Impoftor,  p.  83—85. ;  Levefque, 
torn.  lii.  p.  294.;  Williams,  p.  60. ;  Le  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p. 
486,  487.  All  thefe  writers  confirm  the  tendernefs  and  joy 
exprefTed  by  the  mother  and  fon  on  thrs  interefting  inter- 
view. St.  Lazare  relates,  that  after  fhe  had  converfed,  "un 
quart  d'heure,"  with  her  fon,  **  en  prefence  de  la  noblefle  & 
du  people,  elle  mourut  en  fon  carroffeJ'  Rem.  d'Hiftoire,  pi 
103.  I  wonder  from  what  fource  he  could  have  derived  fuch 
an  incredible  {lory. 

could 
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could  add  to  his  other  laurels  the  palm  ofclci* 
mency  and  juftice. 

The  prince  Vaffili  Ivanovitz  Chouifki 
might  be  deemed  his  chief  enemy  from  the 
union  of  feveral  circumftances ;  as  the  fon 
of  the  Czar  Ivan,  he  could  not  acknowledge 
him  without  avowing  his  nefarious  conduct 
and  difhonourable  collufion  with  Boris  in  the 
myfterious  affair  of  Uglitz,  where  it  may  be 
remembered  his  report  had  teftified,  that  he 
himfelf  had  feen  and  minutely  fcrutinized 
the  corpfe  of  the  Czaroviiz ;  while  the  other 
alternative  of  adhering  to  the  ftatement  of 
thb  declaration  was  no  lefs  dangerous,  though 
more  worthy  of  a  refolute  charaden  His 
death  therefore  appeared  neceilary  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  new  Czar,  from  motives  of  po^ 
Key  as  well  as  of  revenge  ;  hut  the  courage 
of  Demetrius  fcorned  to  embrue  his  hands  in 
the  blood  of  the  conquered:  he  was  even 
permitted  to  enjoy  his  proftituted  dignities 
until  the  vigilance  of  government  deteded 
him  in  a  confpiracy  which  endangered  the 
life  of  the  Czar.  He  was  then  arrefted  with 
his  accomplices :  Demetrius,  aduated  by 
the  fentiments  of  equity,  felt  extremely  de- 
firous  that  their  condemnation  or  acquittal 
ihould  be  pronounced  in  the  mod  public 
and  folemn  manner;  he  did  not  therefore 
place  their  lives  in  the  bafe  and  incapable 
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hands  of  lordly  fycophants  and  courtly  flat* 
texers^  who  fully  and  difgrace  the  teo^ple  of 
juftice  by  an  entire  devotion  to  the  caprice 
4nd  will  of  their  arbitrary  fovereign,  but 
more  nobly  fubmitted  them  in  the  court 
of  his  palace  to  the  unbiaflfed  judgment  of  the 
people.  Chouifki  was  convided,  and  fen- 
tenced  to  death  for  high  treafon,  by  the  una- 
nimous decifion  of  his  popular  judges,  while 
his  accomplices  were  condemned  to  a  pri« 
fon'. 

But  the  fatal  lenity  '"^  and  indulgence  of 
Demetrius  forbade  this  falutary  decree  againft 
Chouifki  to  be  executed.  The  widow  of  Ivan» 
no  doubt  00  the  private  injundions  of  her  real 
or  pretended  fon^  implored  the  pardon  of  the 
criminal.  Influenced  therefore,  in  appearance, 
by  her  folicitations,  though  in  reality  by  the 
generous  deiire  of  gaining  all  hearts  by  his 
V^WQJj  h^  willingly  confented  to  exchange 
the  forfeiit  of  his  confpiracy  to  the  lefs  terrify- 
ing punifhment  of  a  prifom :  nor  was  the 
period  long  before  he  was  finally  reftored  to 

*  Levcfque,  torn.  iii.  p.  2969  297. 

■•  Margeret  juftlj  obfervcs  in  his  oldFrcnch,  *'  9a  cllc  la 
plus  grande  faute  que  jamais  I'Empereur  Demetrius  euft 
f9ett  commettre>  car  cccy  luy  a  procure  fa  mortc."  Etat  dc 
VEmpjre  Ruffe,  p.  40. ;  Rochelle,  p.  $g6* ;  A  Brief  Hidori* 
cal  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  RulOa^  p.  ij, ;  Ruffian  Im- 
poftor,  p.  91.}  WiUiams's  Rufli^  p.  6i«;  Coxe>  vol*  ii- 
p.  13. 

all 
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all  his  original  honours.  Thus,  inftead  of 
fuffering  a  bloody  and  corrupt  race  to  infufe 
terror  and  defpair  among  the  hearts  of  people, 
according  to  the  reprefentations  of  malevo- 
lence, he  feems  by  this  fplendid  a£t  of  virtue 
to  have  fought  an  atonement  for  his  paft  un- 
avoidable crimes,  and  to  have  reconciled  all 
ranks  to  his  power  by  this  difplay  of  mode- 
ration and  benevolence  ". 

The  Czar,  now  no  longer  taught  to  believe 
that  the  poifon  of  intefline  cabals  lurked  in 
the  vitals  of  his  government,  and  poffefTed 
with  the  erroneous  notion  that  the  blafts  of 
oppofition,  however  unexpedied  and  impetu- 
ous, could  not  overturn  a  throne  fupported 
by  the  attachment  of  his  fubjeds,  dif- 
patched  Vlaffief,  his  fecretary  of  ftate,  in 
quality  of  ambaflador  to  the  Polifh  court. 
i6d6.  Yj^-g  ftatefman,  from  his  found  judgment 
and  extenfive  acquaintance  with  the  views 
and  interefts  of  the  neighbouring  dates,  had 
already  executed  many  important  mifCons 
with  fuccefe  ;  and  acquired  the  efteem  of  the 
Poles;  he  was  therefore  well  qualified  for 
the  diredlion  of  affairs  committed  to  his 
trull.  His  firfl  obje<9:  was  to  procure  an  alliance 

'■  ''  II  vouloit  par  ce  trait  dc  clcmcncc,  &  de  g^n^rofitc 
calmer  les  efprits,  k  s'attirer  Peftiitie  6c  rafledion  de  fes 
fujets/'  is  the  judicious  remark  of  Lacombe,  p.  70. 

between 
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between  Sigifmond  and  his  mafter»  patticu-* 
larly  againft  the  Turks.  This  treaty  how- 
ever could  not  be  ratified  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  diet,  but  his  ingratiating  man- 
ners, fecured  the  promife  of  Sigifmond  to 
propofe  this  bufmefs  at  the  next  conven- 
tion. 

Demetrius,  whofe  tender  paffion  had  never 
faded  away  or  funk  into  oblivion,  during  all 
the  ftages  of  his  ambitious  undertaking,  alfo 
charged  his  fecretary  to  demand  for  him  in 
marriage  the  daughter  of  the  palatine  of 
Sendomin  The  nuptials  of  Sigifmond  with 
Conftance  the  Archduchefs  of  Auftria  had 
drawn  to  Cracow  all  the  grandeur,  wealth, 
and  power  of  the  kingdom;  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  this  crowded  and  brilliant  afTembly, 
and  with  every  circumftance  of  religious 
pomp,  the  Ruffian  ambaflador  affianced  the 
heirefs  of  Mnifheck  in  the  name  of  his  mafter; 
the  benedidtion  was  bellowed  by  the  cardinal 
Matfiovfki  bifhop  of  Cracow  *%  to  the  great 
umbrage  of  the  Ruffians,  whofe  orthodox 
minds  fo  invariably  profefled  a  deep-rooted 

*s  L.e  Clercy  torn.  ii.  p*  489.  Margeret,  p.  40.  Ruffian 
Iknpoilor>  p.  95 — 97.  In  the  entertainment  given  by  Si- 
gifmond to  Marina,  on  her  nuptials,  jewels  to  the  valae  of 
two  hundred  thoufind  ducats  (the  prefents  of  her  royal 
lover)  were  ferved  up  ,to  the  table  in  the  laft  courfe,  inftcad 
of  fruit ;  a  noble  and  magnificent  exchange  :  and  from  this 
example  we  may  form  fome  eftimate  of  the  wealth  of  the 
Ruffian  treafury  in  the  feventeenth  century. 

C  c  hatred 
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hatred  to  the  heretical  tenets  of  the  Romifh 
church. 

The  beautiful   and    afpiring  Marina;   ac- 
companied  by  her  father,    made  her  entry 
on  the  firft  of  May.     Her  ardent  lover,  with 
his  accuftomed  attention,  haftened   even  to 
Mojaifk   to   congratulate   their   arrival.     In 
all  the  towns  the   populace   welcomed   her 
with  acclamations ;  and  the  fuperior  orders 
vied  with  each  other  in  hollow  profcffions  of 
obfcquious  duty  ;  while  the  "  inhabitants  of 
Mofcow  piqued  themfelves  on  outftripping, 
by  the  fplendour  of  their  preparations,  every 
other  city  which  had  received  her  admired 
perfon.     From  every  window  hung  pieces  of 
fcarlet  ornamented  with  gold  and  filver,  and 
every  ftreet  through  which  (he  pafled  was  co- 
vered with  a  golden  cloth  of  Perfia.     This 
pomp,  thefe  burfts  of  joy  and  general  fefti- 
vity,  feemingly  gave  omens  of  a  profperous 
reign  '*.     But  the  noxious  weed  of  difcontent 
was  only  checked  to  fpring  up  with  redoubled 
vigour.      Conduced   to   the   palace   of  the 
Czars,  Ihe  there  received  the  compliments  of 
the  firft  nobility;  afterwards  her  refidence 
was  fixed  near  the  Czarina  at  the  magnificent 
convent  of  the  Afcenfion,  until  the  nuptial 
rites  were  celebrated. 

•'  Rochelle,  p.. 400. 

■♦  See  a  full  account  of  her  entnincc   and  receptioo  in 
RuiSan  Impodor,  p.  9S9  99. 
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The  Hrft  emanations  of  fufpicion  and,  dif- 
guft  originated  from  the  policy  or  affedlationi 
of  Mnifheck,  who,  to  imprefs  the  Ruffians 
with  exalted  notions  of  his  confequence,  or 
to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  fon-in-law, 
had  brought  with  him  four  thoufand  Poles. 
So  numerous  a  band  of  armed  ftrangers  were 
highly  alarming  to  the  fears,  and  no  lefs  of- 
fend ve  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people.  But 
the  public  difcontent  was  foon  quickened  into 
reproachful  clamours  and  murmuring  impre- 
cations, by  the  poliflied  gallantry  of  the  Czar  '*: 
enchanted  with  the  expreflive  features  and 
varying  accompliftiments  of  the  young  prin- 
cefs,  to  divert  and  diflipate  the  wearifome 
uniformity  of  a  cloiftered  life,  which  is  fo  pe- 
culiarly repugnant  to  a  gay  and  youthful  mind, 
he  fought  to  beguile  her  hours,  by  the  vivacity 
of  his  converfation,  by  the  elegance  of  his 
mufical  entertainments,  and  by  the  pl^afures 
of  the  feftive  dance.  Thefe  delicate  and  in- 
nocent enjoyments  were  magnified  into  fo 
many  heinous  crimes,  in  the  eyes  of  an  un- 
cultivated people,  who  tolerated,  in  their  wild 
and  illiberal  devotion,  no  indulgences  but  the 
beftialities  of  intemperance,  and  confequently 
were  the  unforgiving  foes  of  every  thing  to 

**  See  the  tenth  article  of  Demetrius's  condesxmatlon  in 
the  Report  of  a  Maffacre  at  Mofcow. 

Cc  2  which 
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which  the  nime  of  refinement  could  be  af- 
fixed. To  heighten  their  indignation,  which 
was  unneceflary,  the  walls  of  the  '*  con- 
vent were  alone  polluted  with  thefe  amufe- 
ments;  which  the  fanaticifm  of  the  people 
^  confidered  as  a  direft  attempt  to  fubvert  the 
moft  facred  and  venerable  of  human  inftitu- 
tions.  The  opinion  became  therefore  foon 
to  be  propagated  and  liflened  to  with  a 
greedy  ear  by  envy,  calumny,  and  igno- 
rance, that  their  new  fovereign  was  a  warm 
profclyte  to  the  Catholic  religion. 

"  About  the  fame  time  arrived  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  Sigifmond  with  inftru^aions  to  de- 
mand from  the  Czar  the  ceffion  of  Smolenlk 
;ind  fome  other  countries, and  afliftance  againfl: 
the  Tatars  of  Krim.  To  the  firft  of  thefe 
claims  he  returned  an  abfolute  and  unequi- 
vocal denial ;  refolving  rather  to  perifli  than 
to  fubmit  to  the  difmemberment  of  his  ter- 
ritories ".  The  ftipulations  of  the  laft  article 
he  confented  to  ratify,  from  a  wife  and  de- 
liberate attention  to  his  own  intereft,  as  the 
invafions  of  thefe  formidable  barbarians  were 
equally  injurious  to  himfelf  and  Sigifmond. 
But  the  current  of  popular  prejudice  flowed 

■*  Coxc,  vol.  ii.  p.  12. 

'^  Lcvefque,  torn.  iii.   p.  298— 301. 

«•  Le  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.   p.  491. 

too 
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too  ftrong  to  be  flopped  by  any  expedient 
judicious   or  honourable.     His  mod  fimple 
meafures  were  now  interpreted  into  projected 
innovations.     And  this  league  of  mutual  aid 
which  fliould  havepurchafed  him  the  gratitude 
of  his  fubje£ts,  was  deemed  detrimental  to  the 
intereft  and  fafety  of  the  ftate.    All  hopes  of  a 
golden  reign  now  proved  abortive ;   his  next 
attempt,  as  new  as  it  was  elevated,  as  unfortu- 
nate as  it  was  meritorious,  difFufed  a  general 
indignation  throughout  the  fickle  and  un- 
grateful capital.     From  his  unwearied  endea- 
vours  to  quicken  their  indigence  of  mind,  to 
eradicate  their  obnoxious  prejudices,  to  libe- 
ralize their  hearts,  to  reform  their  rufticity  of 
manners,  and  to  enlarge  their  circumfcribed 
views,  proceeded  that  general  hatred,  which 
undermined  the  foundations  of  his  throne  '*. 
He  firfl:  laboured  to  mitigate  their  national 
antipathy  by  admitting  equally  to  his  prefence 
Greek  and  Catholic  monks.     To  foften  their 
formal  auflerity  of  manners,  he  introduced 
mufic  at  his  table  *"* ;  which  in  the  reigns  of 
his  predeceflbrs  bore  a  ftrong  refemblance  to 
the  refeftory  of  a  convent.     That  the  gra- 
dations of  rank  might  be  reftored  to  a  more 

■•  Margerety  p.  f2. 

^  Sec  MuUerapud  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p.  ii — 26,    Mar|;crct, 
p,  41. 

C  c  3  noble 
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noble  equality,  he  laid  afide  the  gorgeous 
robes  of  majefty,  and  railed  his  nobles  to  the 
independent  ftation  of  his  friends  and  com- 
panions;   while   his   anceftors  fubdued  the 
haughty  fiercenefs  of  the  Boyars,   and  up- 
held their  own  dominion,  not  by  the  in- 
fluence  of  focial  virtues,  but  by  the  terri- 
ble and  defpotic  air  which  they  conftantly 
maintained  in  the   prefence  of  their  court. 
Without  aiming  to  confound  all  diftinftions 
of  ranks, — by  his  appearance  about  the  Krem- 
lin and  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow,  with  a  few 
gentlemen  only,  he  aboliflied  the  burdenfome 
though  perhaps  neceflary  fafhion,  which  for- 
mer Czars  had  adopted,  of  never  fhewing 
then\felves  to  their  trembling  fubjefls,  but 
when  furrounded  by  a  magnificent  retinue, 
and  clothed  in  fumptuous  apparel.     But  the 
(hafts  of  hatred  were  too  ftrongly  fliot  againft 
bis  power  for  any  of  his   patriotic  endea- 
vours *'    to  fucceed  in   breaking  the    fpell 
which  held  his  countrymen  in  fuch  difgracc- 
ful  bondage  to  the  barbarous  cuftoms  of  their 
anceftors. 

*■  The  author  of  the  Report  of  a  Maflacre  at  Mofcow 
thus  expofes  Demetrius's  errors  in  the  followiag  curious  and 
complimentary  manner ;— «*  If  he  had  only  applied  hinhfelf 
to  their  humours,  though  he  had  been  bafer  than  a  pauach* 
fed  monk^  he  mij^ht  have  kept  the  crown  on  his  head*" 

The 
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The  marriage  of  Demetrius  now  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  people.     Frefh  diflentions 
were  fomented,  inftead  of  being  allayed,   by 
the  conduct  of  the  patriarch.     In  the  marriage 
ceremony  he  placed  the  crown  of  the  Czars  on 
the  head  of  Marina  **.  This  ad,  fo  contrary  to 
ancient  ufage,  was  regarded  as  a  plain  and  dar- 
ing attempt  to  overthrow  the  whole  fabric  of 
their  laws  ;   and  the  permiffion  for  ftrangefs 
to  be  prefent  at  the  ceremony,  a  palpable  in- 
fult  to  their  religion.     While   the  miftds  of 
the   people    were   thus   foured  by  jealoufy 
and  hacred,  an  event  happened  which  entirely 
undermined  the  doubtful  throne  of  Deme- 
trius.   The  inferior  Poles,  fince  their  refidence 
at  Mofcow,  like  their  nobles,  had  alFumed  a 
demomor  full  of  pride  towards  the  'Ruffians^ 
and  indicative  of  their  profound  cooftempt 
ibr  the  rudenefs  of  their  manners;  nor  Wiece 
they  lefs  prompt  in  findii>g  occafions  co  pro- 
voloe  the  Ruffian  courage.     Grown  infoleat 
and  iHipatient  of  controul^  from  the  ma^ifeft 
indulgence  of  the  Gzar*\  chey  ran  through 
th€  city,  during  the  feftivals  of  his  marriage, 
and,    in   the   phrenfy   of  drunkennefs,   ia^ 
iulted,   ftripped,  chaftifed  whoever  came   in 
their   way,    and   bur^  open    the   doors  of 

**  Ruilian  Impodor,  p.  99. 

^'  Tht  Wars  and  Miferies  of  Rufliay  chap.  iii.  p*  7* 

C  c  4  feveral 
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ffeveral  houfes  in  fearch  of  women,  to  gratify 
their  brutal  lulls  *\ 

The  Strelitze$,  exafperated  beyond  all  bounds 
at  this  licentious  and  inhuman  condu^,  which 
they  imputed  to  the  favour  fhewn  them  by 
their  monarch,  and  aggravated  at  his  erec- 
tion of  a  church  for  the  exercife  of  their  re- 
ligious faith,  from  furious  clamour  and  un- 
guarded invedive,  proceeded  to  the  formation 
of  a  dark  confpiracy  againft  their  prince.     Its 
performance  was  however  defeated  by  the 
treachery  of  an  afibciate.     The  confpiratora, 
conduced  into  the  prefence  of  Bafmanof, 
confcious  of  their  guilt,  and   incapable   of 
flight   or   refiftance,   confefled    their  crime 
from  the  hope  of  mitigating  the  fcverity  of 
their  fate ;  Mikoulin   their  chief  comman- 
der no    fooner  heard    them  declare    they 
had  confpired  to  revenge,  than  he  ordered 
their  more  faithful  comrades  to  involve  the 
whole  in  one  promifcuous  mafiacre;   and, 
to  infpirit  their  (luggiihnefs,   it  is  faid  he 
butchered  numbers  of  them  with  his  own 
hand  *'•     Demetrius   ftrongly  exprefled  his 
rage  at   this   violent  execution,    as  deeply 
wounding  his  dignity,  character,  and  peace 
of  mind. 

*♦  The  Report  of  a  Maflacrc  at  Mofcow. 
•*  L^vefqae,  torn.  iii.  p.  303^06. 
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'*  But  while  the  court  was  immerfed  in 
fplendid  banquetings  and  a  round  of  plea* 
fures,  the  dark  and  treacherous  mind  of 
Chouifki  weaved  a  plot,  the  fuccefs  of  which 
was  as  much  to  be  deplored  from  the  defo- 
lating  confequences  which  enfued,  as  the  mo- 
tives to  be  detefted.  Demetrius  had  already 
received  intelligence  that  fifteen  thoufand  fol- 
diers  were  in  open  revolt.  Apprehenfive  of 
augmenting  the  evil  by  rigorous  orders,  he 
only  enjoined  the  Poles  to  keep  themfelves 
in  a  date  of  readinefs,  and  the  Strelitzes,  with 
four  companies  of  his  guards,  were  placed 
around  his  perfon  to  avert  the  deftrudlion 
which  hung  over  his  head.  Thefe  commands 
were  notified  to  the  feveral  battalions,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  May.  And  the  more  efFedUally 
to  conceal  his  fears  of  becoming  the  viAim 
of  feditious  rage,  he  not  only  gave  direc- 
tions, on  the  following  *^  day,  for  a  maiked 
ball,  but  alfo  had  intended  to  treat  the  peo- 
ple with  the  reprefentation  of  the  attack 
and  defence  of  a  town.  To  heighten  the 
effeA  of  this  fpedacle,  a  citadel  of  wood  was 
to  be  raifed  and  furniihed  with  artillery.  A 
malevolent  report  was  circulated,  and  received 
with  fu£Bcient  credit  to  fix  the  yet  fluduating 

^  Ruffian  Impoftbr,  p.  loo. 

*7  Le  Clercy  tom«  u.  p.  491.    Vide  the  Report  of  a  Maf- 
&cre  at  Mofcow. 
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minds  of  the  people,  that  the  Czar,  having 
abandoned  all  hopes  of  recovering  their  pre* 
carious  affedion  and  fubduing  their  alarm* 
ing  infolence,  had  ordered  his  foldiers  to  fire 
on  the  people  from  the  top  of  the  citadel, 
while  the  Poles  were  enjoined  to  maffacre  all 
the  noblemen  invited  to  this  military  enter- 
^  tainment. 

On  the  night  before  the  fpe<Sacle  was  to 
be  exhibited,  Chouiiki  affembled  at  his  houfe 
all  thofe  who  were  known  to  be  defperate 
in-  their  fortunes  and  daring  in  their  courage, 
and  all  his  kinfmen,  friends,  and  their  domef^ 
tics*  With  a  look  which  infpired  alacrity 
and  confidence,  and  with  that  eloquence 
which  rancorous  revenge  and  violent  refent- 
ment  infufe,  he  addrefied  himfelf  to  his  nu- 
merous partizans,  telling  them  it  was  now 
time  to  (ally  forth,  and  by  one  glorious  effort 
to  do  a  fervice  acceptable  to  theif  (3od  and 
couEtry,  by  liberating  themfelves  from  the 
unbounded  tyranny  of  the  Poles,  and 
the  intolerable  fway  of  a  mondc,  whofe 
enormous  crimes  had  not  only  led  him  to 
abandon  his  habit,  but  the  Eaich  of  his  an- 
ceftors*  Tbefe  words,  pronounced  with  all 
trhat  impetuous  ardour  which  aduates  minds 
in  hazardous  undertakings,  produced  the  de- 
fired  effe&  on  his  audience.  /With  one  voice 
they  cried  out,  •'  We  are  prepared  to  die  in  the 

defence 
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defence  of  our  injured  country  and  religion." 
They  then  armed  themfelves  in  hafte,  aroufed 
the  city  by  the  alarum  bell,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  frantic  multitude,  fwore  the  im- 
mediate death  of  the  impoftor  *'. 

Demetrius  flept  in  thoughtlefs  fecurity, 
unconfcious  of  the  fudden  approach  of  ruin  ; 
and  fo  much  had  his  mind  been  prepoffeiTed 
that  the  hafty  fpark  of  revolt  had  been  ut- 
terly extinguilbed,  that  he  permitted  only 
thirty  men  out  of  the  four  companies,  which 
he  had  formed,  to  remain  near  his  perfoa ; 
whilft  the  whole  force  of  Cofacks  and  Poles 
would  have  guarded  him  with  the  moft 
arduous  fidelity,  had  his  fears  but  hap- 
pily infmuated  to  him,  that  the  ri- 
gour of  difcipline  was  dill  unreftored,  the 
ftrength  of  fad;ion  unfubdued«  This  iippru- 
dent  fupinenefs  fatisfadorily  refutes  the  re- 

**  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  109.  The  Wai-s  ai^d  Miferies  ef 
Ruffia,  chap.  iv.  p.  13.  Le  CIcrc,  torn.  ii.  p.  491.  OkariuSy 
torn,  i-  Hv.  ill.  p.  168.  It  may  excite  a  fmile  on  the  face  of 
the  grav«ft  reader,  to  read  that  Rmong  the  great  proofs 
difcovered  by  the  penetrailng  Ruffians  of  the  impofture  of  their 
fovereign*  may  be  ranked  his  invariable  culiom  of  mounting 
his  horfe  without  the  help  of  his  attendants*  and  of  his  pre« 
ference  to  the  paces  of  a  furious  ftaJlion.  Whereas  a  jv- 
nulne  Czar  (bould  be  lifted  on  his  hoHe  and  only  prooee4 
with  a  flow  and  ftudied  compofure*  See  a  note  of  Mr. 
Toofce,  vol.  i.  p.  316. 
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port  *^  of  his  intention  to  involve,  the  next 
day,  both  the  nobles  and  people  in  one  pro- 
mifcuous  carnage ;  for  even  to  the  heart  of 
the  moft  callous  the  voice  of  confcience  can 
yet  fpeak  with  a  force  fuflScient  to  torture 
his  imagination,  and  to  banifli  all  repofe  in 
the  execution  of  a  crime  which  is  planned  by 
his  wicked  invention. 

The  tremendous  peals  of  the  alarum  bell 
prefently  awoke  the  aftoniftied  Bafmanof, 
who  flept  in  an  adjoining  chamber  to  the 
Czar.  The  infuriated  (houts  of  the  rabble, 
as  they  advanced  towards  the  palace,  might 
be  juftly  compared  to  the  roaring  of  a  tu- 
multuous fea.  All  attempts  were  fruitlefs  to 
mould  their  minds  to  a  pacific  temper,  as  the 
nerves  of  difcipline  were  utterly  relaxed  in 
this  inebriated  fit  of  refiftlefs  enthufiafm.  To 
ftimulate  their  zeal  and  animate  their  exer- 
tions, Chouifki  marched  at  their  head  with  the 
crofs  in  one  hand  and  a  fabre  in  the  other  ^. 
The  fight  of  this  revered  fign  fo  much  increafed 
the  blaze  of  their  fanaticifm,  that  they  eafily 

**  Mr.  Coxe,  with  his  ufual  good  fenft  and  impartial  judg^ 
xnenty  has  difcredited  this  report,  in  a  note,  and  attributed 
it  to  the  calumniating  invention  of  Vaflili  Chouifki,  voL  u% 

p.  12.. 

*•  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p.  105.  VoHairc  Hiftoirc  Genc^ 
raly  torn,  v*  p.  i66.  Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p.  13.     Lacombe,  p.  7^^ 
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perfuaded  themfelves  they  were  ading  un- 
der the  authority  of  divine  commiffion, 
and  that  in  his  voice  might  be  recog- 
nized the  unalterable  decrees  of  Omnipo- 
tence. 

Demetrius  "  foon  ftarted  up  from  his  dream 
of  fecurity,   and  ruflied   to  the  veftibule  of 
his   palace   in    the    hopes     of  quelling   the 
revolt  by   his    majeftic   prefence.     But   the 
dorm  was    too   outrageous  to    be   appeafed 
by    this   weak    and    injudicious    expedient. 
The    words   he   uttered   were   drowned  by 
the  (houts   of  menace  and  reproach.      His 
natural    intrepidity  and  unfliaken  conftancy 
of  mind  entirely  forfook  him ;  and  he  re- 
tired  completely  difmayed   at  this   fcene  of 
wild  confufion.     Bafmanof  vie  wed  their  rage 
not  with  the  filent  confternation  of  his  maf- 
ter,  but  with  a  courage  unacquainted  with 
fear,  and  with  a  mind  determined  to  fall  in 
the  caufe  of  opprefled  royalty.     With  a  firm 
and  dignified  air  he  advanced  to  thofe  Boyars 
who  appeared  the  moft   difpaffionate  in  this 
ungovernable  crowd,  and    painted   to  them, 
with  a  generous  though  ineffefliual    ardour, 
the  duty  of  their  allegiance ;  exhorting  them 
alfo  to  the  honourable  talk  of  reftraining  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  people,  by  their  difcourfe 
and  example ;  he   was  filenced  in  the  middle 


'*  Leycfquc,  torn.  iii.  p.  307 — 3  ro. 
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of  his  noble  harangue,  by  the  repeated  blows 
of  innumerable  daggers.  Our  pity  for  his 
untimely  fate  muft  not  however  abforb  our 
abhorrence  at  his  unmanly  defertion  of  the 
unprote£led  Fedor. 

The  confpirators   abandoned  this  vidim, 
and  then  broke  down  the  gates  of  the  palace 
in  their  eager  fearch  for  Demetrius.     In  vain 
the   guards  attempted  to  oppofe  their  fury, 
they  foon  fell  a  bright  example  of  courage 
and  fidelity.     Their  fovereign  in  the  mean 
time  had  fled  towards  the  inner  apartments, 
in  hopes  of  making  his  efcape  through  ways 
unknown  to  the  murderers ;  but  to  his  de^ 
fpair  and  aftonifliment,  he  difcovered  every 
fecret  paflage  guarded  with  the  utmoft  care 
by  the  vidorious  confpirators.     In  the  an- 
guifh  of  his  perplexity   and  fear,  he  at  laft 
efpied  a  window  which  looked  into  a  narrow 
court.    Deferted  and  completely  encompafled, 
in  the  madnefs  of  his  defpair,  he  threw  him- 
felf  into  the  court  from  this  window  which 
meafured  forty  feet  from  the  ground ;  '*  and 
in  his  fall  he  diflocated  his  leg,  and  inflided 
a  fevere  wound  on  his  head.     At  his  fkriek- 
ing  outcries,  the  effeds  of  his  pain,  a  few  of 
his  guards   with   fome   of  the  people    and 
Strelitzes  aiTembled  around  him.     Compai^ 

'*Vide  Radian  Impoftor,  p.  lo8.  and  Report  of  a  Maf- 
(acre  at  Moscow. 
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(ion  touched  them  all  at  beholding  his  de- 
plorable fituation.  The  guards  and  Stre* 
litzes,  in  carrying  him  into  the  palace^ 
fwore  to  perifh  in  his  defence".  All  the 
prefTing  fupplication^  of  the  Boyars^  to  de* 
liver  to  their  juft  rage  an  impoftor  whom 
fadion  alone  had  placed  on  the  throne,  were 
heard  with  refpedt,  but  not  with  obedience* 
"  We  recognize,"  faid  thefe  powerful  pro- 
tcdors,  "  in  the  perfon  of  our  prince,  the 
fon  of  Ivan,  in  whofe  fupport  we  are  pre- 
pared to  ihed  the  laft  drop  of  our  blood/' 
This  firm  and  unexpected  anfwer  awed 
the  people  into  fubje£tion;  and  the  fame 
nobles  who  were  about  to  commit  a  deteft- 
able  parricide  with  the  approbation  of  the 
people,  now  felt  their  rage  converted  into, 
fear  at  this  fudden  and  fufpicious  change  of 
their  fentiments. 

In  this  delicate  and  critical  jundure,  when, 
the  fcales  of  fortune  feemed  to  preponderate: 
on  the  fide  of  Demetrius,  it  required  the 
niceft  policy  to  reftore  them  to  their  proper 
weight.  Under  the  appearance  therefore  of 
a  well  a6:ed  concern  for  the  general  weal, 
they  propofed  that  the  Czarina  fhould  re- 
folve  their  doubts  concerning  the  myftery 
of  his   birth ;    while  their  policy  launched 

'*  Le  Clercy  torn.  i]«  p.  493. 
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out  at  the  fame  time  Into  praifes  of  the 
fidelity  difplayed  by  the  foldiers  and  peo- 
ple. This  propofal,  which  fo  feemingly 
clung  to  moderation  and  juftice,  was  relifhed 
by  all  parties.  With^  a  joy  which  fcarcely 
could  be  concealed  under  the  thin  veil  of 
artificial  equanimity,  Chouifki  faw  himfelf 
appointed  to  perform  this  commiffion.  Ac- 
companied by  a  few  of  his  moft  devoted 
friends,  he  haftened  to  the  convent  with  a 
fpeed  fuitablc  to  the  emergency  of  his  ofiice* 
On  their  return,  they  announced  to  the  im- 
patient and  agitated  people  that  the  Czarina 
had  fpurned  with  contempt  the  filial  preten- 
fions  of  the  impoftor,  being  influenced  no 
longer  to  conceal  the  truth  by  the  fear  of 
her  death  '*• 

Thefe  words  turned  their  compafiion  into 
the  moft  unbounded  wrath.  Even  the  guards 
and  Strelitzes,  unmindful  of  the  recent  fane- 
tity  of  their  Oath,  withdrew  themfelves 
afhamed  to  protect  the  caufe  of  an  impofton 
The  people,  no  longer  controlled  in  their 
vindiaive  inclination  by  the  powerful  pre- 
fence  of  the  foldiers,  threw  themfelves  on 
Demetrius  and  terminated  his  life  by  a  mul- 
titude of  wounds.  His  body,  after  being 
expofed  three  days  in  the  market  place,  was 

J*  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  ii.  p-495*      Ruffian  Impoflor,  p.  hi. 
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(hen  burnt  to  afhes  by  their  barbarous  and 
impotent  revenge  ". 

During  this  execution^  Mofcow  refembled 
a  city  taken  by  ftorm^  from  the  groans  of 
defpair  and  from  the  unprovoked  and  im- 
menfe  daughter  which  filled  all  quarters; 
the  ftreets  being  filled  by  a  part  of  the  peo* 
pie  divided  into  feveral  bands,  who  prowled 
about  the  city  in  fearch  of  the  Poles,  and 
thofe  Ruffians  who  had  aflumed  their  habit 
in  compliance  to  the  fatal  tafle  of  Deme- 
trius '\  While  one  party  ftrewed  the  places 
with  their  mutilated  carcafes,  another  rufhed 
into  the  apartments  of  the  difconfolate  Ma- 
rina. In  the  confufion  of  her  terror,  fhe 
had  concealed  herfelf  under  the  long  robe  of 
one  qf  her  female  attendants  ".  But  the  re- 
verence due  to  her  perfon  would  have 
been  foon  invaded  by  thefe  ruffians'*  had 
not  fcnne  of  the  Boyars  interpofed  their  time- 
ly affiftance. 

.  The  palatine  of  Sendomir,  the  Polifh  no* 
blemen  and  their  faithful  followers,  had  re- 
folved,    on  this  lamentable  intelligence,    to 

*>  RocheUe^  p.  419.  Tlie  Report  of  a  bloodj  and  ter- 
rible  Maflacxe  at  Mofcow. 

••  A  brief  Hiaorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruflia, 
p.  iS.  See  alfo  The  War  and  Miferies  of  Ruffia«  chap.  ir. 
p.  14. 

>'  Ruffian  Ixnpoftor,  p.  109. 

'*  Levcfque»  torn,  iii*  p*3ii* 
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diefend  thonfelyes  with  vigoun  To  fu^ 
port  this  determination,  they  planted  their 
cannon  before  the  fpacious  manfion  of  Go- 
dounof,  the  place  of  their  refidence,  and 
converted  this  building  of  ftrength  into  a 
citadel.  But  they  were  releafed  from  an  ad- 
herence to  their  engagement,  by  the  arri- 
val of  Chouifki  and  the  principal  Boyan^ 
who  pledged  themfelvcs  to  preferve  their 
perfons  inviolate  from  the  infults  of  the 
people  on  their  immediate  furrenden  So 
tmlooked  for  an  offer  was  immediately  ism-» 
braced  by  men  defpairing  of  mer4:yy  and  de^ 
prived  of  feeking  a  ihelter  in  the  friendly 
arms  of  flight. 

So  foon  did  tranquillity  fucceed  this  me* 
morabie  revolt,  that  in  the  next  night,  had 
not  the  marks  of  violence  appeared,  it  could 
never  have  been  fuppofed  that  the  precediog 
day  had  been  ftained  by  the  facrilegious  mur-* 
der  of  their  fovereign  j  over  whofe  memory 
will  be  dropped  the  tear  of  honed  regret, 
whether  his  pretenfions  to  royal  birth  were 
genuine  or  counterfeit '%  as  long  as  mildneft 

to 

'•  Notwithftandin^  all  the  copious  {peculations  of  the  wife, 
*thc  real  parentage  of  Demetrius,  Wee  that  of  Periin  War- 
beck,  will  ever  remain  in  doubtful  obfcurity.  But  from  the 
pile  of  flimfy  conjc<5ture  which  has  been  heaped  together 
concerning  the  impoftor  of  Grichica  Raftriga,  the  fecafarized 
monk,  as  by  that  name  DemctriBs  h  known  in  RnfiKa,  we 
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to  the  filings  of  others,  an  amiable  bene-* 
volence  of  foul,  and  a  matchlefe  defire  to 

excite 


(hall  feledl  the  declaration  of  Margeret,  a  Frepch  gentleman 
and  confidential  fervant  ^o  Demetrius,  as  mod  worthy  of  our 
notice  and  infpe^lion.  After  extolling  Demetrius  for  his 
great  qualities  and  for  his  fincere  admiration  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France,  to  whom  he  was  upon  the^point  of 
fending  an  ambaffador,  he  goes  on  by  ikying  that  I^emecrius 
never  afTumed  the  eccleiiaftical  habit  under  the  aame  of 
Otropief;  but  that  this  Otropief,  formerly  fecretary  to  the 
patriarch,  had  conduced  the  Czarovitz  into  Poland,  and 
returned  with  him  into  Ruffia }  that  any  perfon  might  have 
feen  him  and  his  brothers  who  held  lands  under  the  city  df 
Galitch ;  that  this  Grichka  was  thirty- five  years  of  age  while 
Demetrius  was  only  three  or  four-and- twenty ;  that  the 
Czar»  notwithftanding  his  deep  obligations  to  him>  irat  at 
laft  compelled  to  foaniih  him  to  Yaroflaf>  from  his  low,  in- 
felent,  and  diforderly  condu^ ;  that  he  was  there  when  the 
prince  fell  a  facrifice  to  popular  prejudice ;  that  he  was  af- 
ibred  by  an  Englifliman  belonging  to  the  fa^ory  at  Yaroflaf, 
that  after  his  death  he  ftill  declared  him  to  be  the  true 
Demetrius,  the  fon  of  Ivan,  and  himfelf  the  identical  Otro- 
pief; he  finifhes  his  narrative  by  telling  us  he  loft  fight 
of  this  man  for  ever,  after  he  was  fent  for  to  Mofcow,  by  the 
orders  of  Chouifki.  This  poficive  intelligence  is  fufficient  to 
put  the  matter  beyond  all  qucftion,  if  the  loquacity  of  the 
Frenchman  and  his  affe^ton  for  Demetrius,  has  not  led  him 
to  overleap  the  bounds  of  moderation  and  truth.  Eftat  de 
r Empire  de  Rudie,  p.  54.  The  prejudices  of  Le  Clerc  (which 
have  lead  him  to  fupprefs  many  circumfiances  favourable  to 
Demetrius,  and  to  conclude  him  fo  haftily  an  impoftor),  are 
neither  tempered  by  good  feafe,  ingenuity,  nor  learning ; 
yet  perhaps  the  unbiafTed  reader  will  difcover  fome  truth 
in  his  malicious  remark  on  Levefque's  inveftigation  of  this 
doubtful  queftion,  *'  Qu'il  ait  employ^  huit  pages  d'une 
difcuffion,  qui  n'^claircit  rien  tt  qui  ne  prouve  rien," 
torn*  ii.  p«  495  •    Mr.  Coze,    whom  we  have  before  praifed 
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excite  in  his  people  a. love  forjuftice^  pt^ce^ 
humanity  and  learning,  are  ranked  .la  the 
catalogue  of  fubl unary  virtues. 


i^oK  A  Calamitous  period  of  feven  years 
elapfed  from  the  death  of  Demetrius  to  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  houfe  of  Romanof ;  the 
ivhole  hiftory  of  which  is  but  one  tiflue  of 
rapine,  tyranny,  tumult,  and  oppreffion. 
The  nature  of  my  undertaking  allows  me 
the  happy  privilege  of  noticing  thefe  tire- 
fome,  though  grievous  events,  in  a  manner 
only  to  preferve  the  unbroken  thread  of  my 
narration. 

The  treacherous  Chouifki,  called  to  the 
vacant  throne  by  his  fuperior  fadion,  foon 
beheld  his  government  diftraded  by  two  im- 
poftors  of  menial  origin,  though  of  daring 
abilities.  Both  generated  from  the  name 
of  Demetrius,  a  name  which  (lands   unri« 


for  the  air  of  candour^  and  dircernment*  which  marks 
his  opinions,''  after  collefking^  mechodizingy  and  cricicif- 
ing  the  fentiments  of  other  hiftorians  on  this  jnyfterioas 
chara^er,  with  the]  ability  of  a  fcholar  and  the  liberality 
of  a  gentleman,  finifhes  his  enquiry  with  thefe  deciiive 
words  :  **  With  refpeA  to  myfelf  I  (hall  only  add,  that  hav- 
ing endeavoured  to  examine  the  hiftory  of  the  Czar  Deme- 
trius, without  prejudice  or  partiality,  I  am  Arongly  inclined 
to  believe  that  he  was  not  an  impoftor,  but  the  real  perfon 
whoTe  name  he  aifumed,'*  vol.  H«  p.  iS. 

vailed 
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Tailed  in  the  page  of  hiftory  for  its  prolific 
prbdudion  of  impoftors.  The  Cofacks  of  1607. 
the  Don  furnifhed  the  firft  pretender ;  Ellas 
Vaflilief  a  fugitive  flave,  alleged  his  preten- 
fions  to  the  crown,  and  aflumed  the  name  of 
Peter,  on  this  weak  invention  of  his  fuppor- 
ters,  that  the  emprefs  Irene  had  brought  into 
the  world  a  fon  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred 
and  ninety-two  ;  but  that  Boris,  who  fcorned 
every  principle  of  juftice,  when  oppofed  to 
his  own  interefty  had  fubftituted  in  the  young 
prince's  place  a  daughter,  who  foon  after 
died,  under  the  name  of  Theodofia  '.  We 
cannot  regret  the  fcarcity  of  authentic  ma* 
terials  concerning  the  impoftor's  primary  con- 
nedion  with  his  ignorant  partizans. 

This  tale,  fo  full  of  fpecks  and  blemiflies, 
allured  crowds  of  the  lower  people,  who  are  > 

always  ready  for  any  romantic  enterprize  dur- 
ing the  crude  and  defedlive  ftate  of  fubor- 
dination :  nor  did  this  upftart  pay  the  for- 
feit of  temerity,  until  the  Czar  in  pcrfon 
broke  his  rebel  ranks,  after  a  dreadful  flaughter 
had  enfued ;  while  a  judicious  plan  of  an  in- 
fipint  boyar  to  inundate  the  town  of  Toula, 
where  the  impoftor  had  retired,  was  the  occa- 
fion  of  his  appearing  in  chains  before  Chouifki, 
and  foon  afterwards  of  being  facrificed  to  his 
juft  vengeance.. 

*  I^cvcfquc,  torn.  iii.  p- 3*7— 333* 
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Poland,  a  country  fo  fruitful  in  yielding 
adverfaries  to  difturb  the  Ruffian  empire^ 
whofe  retribution  however  for  the  feeds  of 
civil  difcord,  fcattered  by  her  induftrious  dex* 
terity,  was  to  fall  in  future  ages  with  a 
force  fo  overwhelming,  raifed  up  the  next 
opponent,  whofe  claims  outftripped  even 
thofe  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  prepofterous 
fid):ion,  but  whofe  fuccefs  long  kept  Chou- 
ifki  in  inquietude,  and  at'  laft  caufed  his 
deftru£kion.  A  youth  of  the  name  of  An- 
drew Nagui,  announced  himfelf  to  the  ere* 
dulous  Ruffians  as  the  deeply  lamented  De- 
metrius;  he  aflerted,  that  in  the  late  fedi- 
tion  at  Mofcow,  the  people  became  blind 
from  their  exceffive  rage,  had  murdered  fome 
obfcure  perfon  in  his  place,  while  a  feafon-^ 
able  flight  faved  him  from  the  general  maf« 
lacre  *•  This  fliallow  and  brief  account  was 
foon  difperfed  throughout  the  provinces,  and 
received  with  univerfal  tranfports  of  joy 
among  the   inferior  clafles  of  the  nation  \ 

Sigif-» 

*  This  fi^ion  is  countenanced  by  the  ignorance  of  Brcrcf 
ton,  who,  not  content  with  performing  this  good  fervicc  to 
the  dead  prince,  is  generous  enough  to  malce  the  confined 
Marina  the  partner  of  his  cfcapc.  Sec  Hiftory  of  the  Way 
and  Mifcries  of  Rnflia^  chap.  iv.  p.  15, 

'  In  his  Fhilofophical  Dialogues  des  Morts  anciens  et  mo- 
demes,  that  ingenious  and  elegant  writer  FonteneUt,  ma^s  1q 
troifieme  faux  Demetrius  declare  to  that  luminary  of  the  North 
Dcfcartes  that  he  raifed  the  ftru^ure  of  royalty  on  the  ft'rong 
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SMgifmond^  himfelfy  kiiig  of  Poland,  fo  faga^* 
cious  in  difcerning  the  fource  of  hia  own  inr 
tereft,  fcrui^ed  not  to  fandion  the  impoftor, 
as  be  forefaw  that  by  contributing  with  all 
his  power  to  the  increafe  of  anarchy,  his 
coffers  would  be  enriched^  and  his  terri* 
torics  greatly  enlarged  beyond  their  ancient 
limits. 

The  impoftor  foon  led  an  army  into  the 
field,  compofed  of  Lithuanians,  Cc^acks,. 
and  neceflitous  perfons  of  the  different  pro- 
vinces. The  generals  of  Chouifki  advanced 
to  meet  him  with  a  cold  reludiancc.  The 
fufpicious  artd  oppreffive  temper  of  the 
ufurper,  having  deftroycd  all  their  affec- 
tion in  his  ill-timed  attempts  to  quejl  the 
movements  of  fedition  '•  In  their  firft  en- 
gagement near  Brianfk,  the  Imperial  troops 
experienced  a  total  overthrow;  but  the 
city  was  faved  by  the  adventurous  courage 
of  the  Ruffian    foldiers.      When  the   Czar 


bafis  of  popular  attachment  to  the  name  of  Demetrius. 
**  Je.nc  laiflai  pourtant  pas  de  me  fairc  une  partie  confidcrablc^ 
Le  nora  de  Demetrius  ctoit  aime.  On  couroit  toujours  apres 
ce  nom.  Vous  favca  cc  que  c'eft  que  le  pcuple."  Tom.  u.  dia- 
logue iv.  p.  134. 

♦'Voltaire's  Hid.  Gen.  tom.  v.  p.  168. 

»  Strahlenberg,  p.  209.  A  brief  Hiftorical  Relation  of 
Uie  Empire  of  Ruflla,  p.  i8. 

D  d  4  was 
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was  infonned  of  the  menaced  ftate  of 
Brianfk,  he  difpatched  with  fpeed  fome  troops 
to  its  relief,  uader  the  command  of  the 
prince  Kourakin.  This  general  appeared 
in  tight  of  Brianlk  on  the  fifteenth  of  Decern* 
her;  but  the  weather  had  become  fo  un« 
pfually  temperate,  that  inftead  of  the  Defna 
being  deeply  frozen,  that  river,  which 
parted  the  two  armies,  was  only  filled  with 
pieces  of  floating  ice.  The  hardy  Ruf^ 
iians  aroufed  to  a  pitch  of  madnefs  by  this 
unexpeded  obflacle,  without  waiting  for 
the  orders  of  their  chief,  fearlefsly  plunged 
into  the  water,  and  by  alternately  fwimming 
and  crawling  over  large  pieces  of  ice,  they 
pafTed  the  river  to  the  admiration  of  their 
friends,  and  difmay  of  their  enemies.  The 
befieged,  animated  by  a  fpedlaole  of  fuch  pro* 
digious  intrepidity,  poured  out  their  venge- 
ance on  the  rebels  in  a  vigorous  fally,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  retire.  But  this  exploit  did 
not  contribute  to  flop  the  flames  of  fedition ; 
the  undifmayed  impoflor  hailened  to  Orel, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  inhabitants 
with  open  arms,  and  in  t^e  following  year 
he  purfued  his  diftrudive  courfe  towards 
Mofcow,  whilfl  his  foldiers  on  their  march 
abandoned  themfelves  to  every  fpecies  of  mi* 
litary  licence.     Their  firft  l^It  was  near  the 
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town  of  Touchino,  two   leagues  only  from 
th€  afirighted  capital  ^. 

Gbouifki  '  ftruck  with  the  deeped  fenti- 
ments  of  difmay  at  the  rapidity  of  his  pro-* 
grefs,  thought  to  weaken  this  formidable  af- 
fociation,  by  tendering  up  to  Sigifmond  the 
ambaflfador  of  Poland,  the  palatine  of  Sen- 
domir,  and  his  daughter  Marina,  whofe  per-^ 
fons  were  guarded  with  the  mod  zealous 
care  in  Mofcow,  fmce  the  death  of  the 
crowned  Demetrius.  But  public  tranquillity 
inftead  of  being  confirmed,  was  only  effec- 
tually deftroyed  by  this  injudicious  proce- 
dure. The  wary  rebel  apprized  of  their  de- 
parture, foon  overtook  and  routed  their  ilen-p 
der  efcort.  The  ambaflador  was  permitted 
to  purfue  his  journey  into  Poland  unmolefted, 
but  the  palatine  and  Marina  were  brought 
back  in  triumph  to  his  camp.  The  degene^ 
rate  Marina,  equally  confpicuous  by  her 
beauty  and  misfortunes,  to  promote  a  de- 
teftable  ambition,  fubmitted  to  the  inordi- 
nate defircs  of  her   barbarian  conqueror*, 

^  ^cvcfqa^,  torn.  iii.  p.  334—344, 

^  Le  Clcrc,  torn.  ii.  p,  504,  505.  Ruffian  Impoftor,  p. 
147.  Lacombe^  76,  77. 

•  If  we  may  truft  Oleariusi  lier  acknowledgment  of  the 
impolior,  in  the  chara^er  of  hufband,  was  in  obedi* 
eqce  to  the  piandate  of  the  Poles,  torn.  i.  iiv.  iii.  p.  170.  I 
am  glad  to  fee  for  the  honour  of  the  female  fex.  Come, 
apology  offered  for  her  w^ak  and  yicioys  condud. 
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1608.  In  tiie  prefence  of  his  troops,  aftw  fomc  diC* 
play  of  reludance,  fhe  countenanced  the 
fraud,  by  embracing  him  as  her  long  loft  and 
beloved  Demetrius  ' ;  whilftthe  contemptible 
palatine,  by  the  mod  folemn  aflfeveratioas,' 
acknowledged  bis  fon-in-law.  Their  inf«^ 
mous  declaration  foon  drew  to  his  ftandard 
frefli  fwarms  of  volunteers,  and  the  homage 
of  cities,  which  till  this  unexpedled  event 
had  remained  fmcere  in  their  profeffions  of 
loyalty  to  the  Czar« 

In  the  two  years  the  impoftor  difplayed 
the  ftandard  of  rebellion,  the  ftrength  of  dif- 
cipline  was  utterly  relaxed  in  Mofeow  '"* ;  the 
people  overawed  the  palace,  the  adverfe  par-' 
ties  and  capital  by  their  daring  and  repeated 
tumults.  In  one  of  their  momentary  fits  of 
general  reconciliation,  without  any  of  the 
forms  of  trial,  they  thruft  Chouiiki  into  a 
monaftery ;  and  after  ftripping  him  oi  the 
robes  of  majcfty,  and  compelling  him  to  at 
fume  the  monaftic  tonfure,  they  .delivered 
him  in  that  ftate  to  the  Poles,  who  fent  him 
to  Warfaw  '*,  where  he  languifhed  out  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  odious  to  himfelf,  and 

9  Williams,  p.  67, ;  Voltaire,  Hift.  Gen.  torn.  v.  p,  i68. ; 
Rufljan  Impoftor,  p.  150 — 152, 

'^  Olearius,  tom.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  270, 

"  A  brief  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Rufliaj 
p.  19.  If  we  are  to  believe  Mr.  Williams,  he  was  poifoned, 
p.  68, 
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contemptible  to  txunkind  by  his  unprofitable 
crimes.  The  impoftor  although  abandoned 
by  the  Poles^  might  now  perhaps  have  reap- 
od  the  harveft  of  his  toils,  had  not  OurouflTofT*, 
a  Tatar  prince,  foon  afterwards  configned  1610, 
him  to  the  dagger,  as  an  expiation  for  the  in- 
jured rights  of  friend£hip» 

The  boyars  then  offered  their  turbulent 
kingdom  to  prince  Vladiflaus,  heir  of  Sigif- 
mond  king  of  Poland  ;  their  greateft  families 
of  note  having  become  extindt  in  this  fcene 
of  woe  and  maffacre ;  but  while  he  was  flow-  i^ii% 
ly  preparing  to  take  poflefEon,  a  fourth  De-^ 
metrius  fuddenly  entered  the  lifls  with  him 
for  the  regal  prize. 

His  pretenfions,  like  thofe  who  had  af« 
fumed  the  name  before  him,  were  coined 
in  the  mintage  of  abfurdity.  Sidor,  Dea- 
con of  a  convent  in  Mofcow,  (for  fuch 
were  the  name  and  rank  of  this  impoftor) 
publifhed  to  his  countrymen,  that  Grod  had 
preferved  him  from  the  fnares  of  Boris,  tho 
confpiracy  of  Chouifki,  and  the  affailination  of 
OuroufTofF;  and  numbers  were  found  willing 
to  depart  from  the  evidence  of  their  fenfe  and 
fight,  and  to  adopt  and  defend  thefe  three 
miracles  '*•     The  city  of  Plefkow  owned  him 

**  Lc  Clcrcj,  torn*  ii.  p.  519— »^2i. 

■3  **  II  trouvat  dcs  partifans  qui  crurent  ces  trois  mira- 
cles,*^ are  the  Hvely  words  of  the  incredulous  and  larcaftic 
Voltaire  i  Hift.  Gen.  tom*  v.  p.  969. 

for 
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for  their  Czar ;  but  a  confederacyy  in  the  end| 
being,  formed  againft  him  by  fome  of  his 
warmed  profelytes^  he  was  arrefted,  and 
executed  on  a  tree  for  his  prefumption.  There 
yet  remained  a  fifth,  thefonofthe  fecond  im- 
poftor,  Nagui.  On  the  death  of  her  pretended 
hun>and,  Marina  retired  with  her  infant  to 
the  Cofacks,  under  whofe  proteftion  fhe  re- 
mained until  the  fuccefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms 
1613.  brought  her  and  her  fon  to  the  capitaL  In 
the  innocence  of  a  child  not  three  years  old, 
a  multitude  of  crimes  was  found.  He  was 
ftrangled  by  the  furious  infanity  of  the  people ; 
the  more  guilty  mother  was  thrown  into  pri- 
fon,  where  (he  foon  terminated  her  exiftence^ 
a  deplorable,  though  unpitied  example  of  dif- 
appointed  ambition  '^. 

The  eye  aches  in  furveying  the  vaft  and 
uo'iform  pi(f^ure  of  horror  and  blood  which 
Ruffia  prefentcd  in  the  midft  of  this  train  of 
impoftors.  Wq  muft  again  exprefs  our  fatif- 
fadion  we  are  not  obliged  to  wade  in  gradual 
progrefs  through  this  hideous  fcene  of  flaugh- 
ter  J  it  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe  briefly  to 
obferve,  that  the  Ruffians  repented  of  their 
late  fubraiffian  to  the  yoke  of  the  Poles,  who, 
f  lated  with  their  power,  foon  began  to  exer^ 

'^  LeTefque,  torn.  in.  p.  414,  415*  According  to  the  af^ 
(ertion  of  Vol^ire  and  the  author  of  the  RufSan  Impoftor, 
fhe  and  her  fon  were  drowned  i  Hift.  G^n«  torn,  v^  p.  t6fi.  % 
RufT.  Impo£  p.  343. 
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df£  fheiir  revenge  and  cruelty  on  the  bactives* 
Mutiny  gisnerally  prefles  very  clofe  on  the  foot-* 
ftepsof  difcontentt  the  fignal  oppreifion  of  the 
Poles  ftationed  about  Mofcow,  foon  brought 
the  people  to  (hout  out  the  words  of  rebellion. 
The  (anguinary  and  inflexible  Poles  calcu- 
lated that  to  cru(h  this  monfter  in  its  birtb^ 
it  would  coft  them  the  fatigue  of  maflacring 
about  an  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  of  Mof« 
cow'',  and  of  pillaging  all  its  monafteries^ 
churches,  and  palaces '^  But  they  were 
mod  fatally  deceived  in  their  bloody  reckon- 
ing; for  (hortly  afterwards  the  renowned 
Pojarfld  of  Kazan,  who  may  be  juftly  ftyled 
one  of  the  deliverers  of  RufGa  (after  fighting 
many  glorious  battles),  by  the  afliftance  of 
Cheremetof  of  Yaroflaf,  a  confiderable  body 
of  troops,  and  a  moil  horrible  famine  '\  com- 
pelled 

»•  Tookc,  vol.i.  p.  322.  Sec  Hkewife  Lacombe,  p.  82. 
Mr.  Williams  leiTens  this  immenfe  fum  of  human  deftruc* 
tion  to  fomewhat  more  than  to  the  amount  often  thoufand ; 
but  his  calculations  are  not  always  to  be  trafted. 

16  When  we  read  in  the  voyage  of  the  correct  Olearius,  **  Que 
let  foidats  y  firent  tant  de  butin,  qu'il  7  en  e{it  qui  char* 
gerent  leurfifioleis  de  grojfu  perUt  rondet ;"  what  an  idea  does 
he  convey  to  us  of  the  unbounded  trcafures  of  Mofcow,  and 
of  the  wanton  extravagance  of  its  depredators  the  Poles  !  torn. 
\f  liv.iii  p*  275. 

■7  A  brief  Hiftorical  Relation  of  the  Empire  of  Ruffia, 
p«  ai.  According  to  the  evidence  of  this  author,  a  fpcdator 
and  fufferer  in  the  general  diftrefs,  a  loaf  of  bread  was  feme- 
times  fold  in  the  iiege  for  a  thoufand  rubles,  which  in  his 
valuation  was  then  equal  to  500 1.  fterling*    From  the  fame 
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pelled  them  to  renounce  all  hoped  of  refidiftg 
again  in  the  capital,  and  in  the  empire. 

Then  the  Ruffians  (aftei^they  had  fent  an 
embafly  to  £lweden  to  offer  the  crown  to  one 
of  the  ions  of  Charles  the  ninth  "  king  of 
Sweden^  who  was  Sagacious  enough  to  feize 
Kexholtn,  and  even  Novgorod,  in  the  con^ 
vulfions  of  this  interregnum)  felt  at  lad  th6 
neceffity  of  reftoring  the  public  order  and 
tranquillity,  by  the  eledion  of  a.  fovereigni 
who  unlike  the  hoftiie  Swede  and  Pole, 
would  ftudy  to  fettle  the  jarring  parts  of 
the  conftitutiort  by  councils  of  wifdom^ 
and  by  burying  all  fentiments  of  civil  enmi- 
ty in  the  bofom  of  peace,  moderation,  pru*^ 
dence,  and  juftice.  The  eftates  were  now 
permitted  to  aflemble  at  Mofcow,  with  this 
truly  wife  and  patriotic  defign.  Thefe  eftates 
were  compofed  of  the  boyars,  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  houfehold  of  the  prince,  the  Voye- 


weighty  authority  we  learn,  p.  13.  that  on  the  recaptnre 
of  the  city,  fome  iRuffian  commanders  feized  upon  large 
chefts,  under  the  ftrong  hope  of  dtfcovering  fome  hid- 
den treafure»  but  which  being  broken  open,  they  fotuui 
to  be  entirely  filled  with  the  carcafes  of  men  Hain  to  appeaie 
their  raging  hunger.  This  fiege  may  be  faid  to  conftitate 
an  xra  in  the  hiftory  of  Ruffian  famine,  not  to  be  furpafled, 
if  equalled,  by  the  complicated  miferies  which  Rome  en- 
dured when  (he  received  the  firft  Tifit  of  the  dcftroytng 
Goths. 

*"  Strahlenberg,  p.  210. 
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vddes,  At  infant  boyars  c^  cities^  the  tatr^ 
chants,  the  citizens,  and  the  proprietors  of 
land.  The  number  of  deputies  was  unfixed  { 
and  the  cities  had  the  privilege  of  feledling  and 
fending  thofe  men,  whofe  equity  and  wifdom 
had  merited  their  efteem  and  confidence  '% 

The  national  aflembly  was  at  firft  tu-  i^'S* 
multuous  and  unmanageable :  their  late  po* 
puhir  difturbances  had  difTufed  fuch  a  fpirit 
of  guile,  felf-intereft,  and  contradidion  into 
the  breafls  of  the  members,  that  it  required 
fome  time  to  reverfe  thefe  pernicious  prin* 
ciples,  and  to  eftablifh  peace,  order,  and  rea-* 
fon.  At  length  Michael  Fedorovitz  of  the 
houfe  of  Romanof,  a  youth  of  fixteen,  and 
a  native  of  Ruflia,  though  of  Pruffian  extrac- 
tion, was  called  from  the  convent  to  afcend 
the  long  vacant  throne,  by  the  unanimous 
confent  of  this  auguft  aflembly.  The  memory  . 
of  their  paft  calamities  would  have  taught 
the  Boyars  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  placing  a 
more  vigorous  character  on  the  throne 
than  the  youthful  Michael,  if  they  had  not 
been  firmly  aflured  that  his  inexperience 
would  be  direded  by  his  father,  the  arch- 
bi(hop  of  Roftof,  who  it  may  be   remem- 

'•  Levefque,  torn.  v.  p.  i,  2.  Mr.  Tooke's  ideas  feem- 
to  clalb  very  much 'with  Lercfque  in  the  legal  compofition 
of  this  aflembly  which  difpofed  of  .the  crown.  See  View  of 
the  Rui&an  Empire,  vol.  ii.  p.  369, 370, 3cc.   . 
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bered  had  aflumed  the  name  of  Philaretes 
from  the  oppreffioQ  of  Boris^  and  from  whofe 
eminent  virtues  all  ranks  expe&ed.foon  to 
obtain  a  fpeedy  end  of  thofe  divifions,  tumults, 
maflacres,  rebellions,  and  aflaffinations,  which 
had  fo  long  diftradled  and  wounded  every 
part  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  A  change*  of 
culers  is  fometimes  but  a  change  of  fervitude ; 
but  when  it  is  recolle£ked  that  the  great  Peter 
fprung  from  this  new  family,  we  may  hail 
the  acceffion  of  Michael  as  the  fettlement  of 
domeftic  peace  and  union,  and  the  happy 
opening  of  permanent  civilization. 
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Concife  Review  of  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms 
of  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries. 

HROUGH  a  long  and  rugged  path  of 
revolutions,  we  at  laft  reach  to  a  glorious 
eminence  on  which  can  be  diftindly  feen  the 
morning  ftar  of  civility  and  fcience  arifing  in 
gradual  fplendour  above  the  gloomy  horizon 
of  Ruffia.  On  this  happ^  fpot  we  (hall 
paufe  for  a  while  to  furvey,  with  a  calm  and 
fteady  eye,  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  a 
people  whofe  public  actions  we  have  already 
contemplated,  and  to  expofe  with  an  im-* 
partial  hand  their  erroneous  opinions,  be- 
fore we  again  enter  the  beaten  track  of  foreign 
and  domeftic  Bloodfhed. 

In  cold  or  temperate  climates,  a  philofophic 
eye  will  moft  be  gladdened  with  a  full  view 
of  the  majeftic  fabric  of ,  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence :  there  the  conftitution  of  man  is 
moft  vigorous,  and  there  the  mind  glows 
with  a  warm  love  of  national  liberty  and  mi- 
litary enterprize ;  and  they  muft  be  repeated- 
ly affailed  by  the  arms  of  power,  before 
they  can  tolerate  with  patience  any  of  the 
abufes  of  tyranny. 

Ee  The 
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The  geographical  fituatlon  of  Ruflia  amply 
embraces  all  thefe  natural  advantages,  and 
the  ancient  inftitutions  of  her  fons  did  not 
tend  to  fubjugate  the  manly  fpirit  of  public 
freedom.  That  the  principles  of  that  liberty 
which  the  pure  and  invigorating  air  of  their 
climate  and  laws  breathed  into  them  might 
not  wither  and  expire  from  the  want  of  pro- 
per cultivation,  the  *  refpedtable  inhabitants 
X}{  each  city  daily  afTembled  towards  noon  at 
the  market-place,  difcufled  the  great  interefts 
of  the  ftate,  introduced  the  mild  virtues 
jof  focial  life,  boldly  pradtifed  what  they 
thought,  and  proudly  indulged  themfelves 
.in  uttering  the  fentiments  of  indepen- 
dence. To  this  meeting  of  patriotifm  and 
^virtue,  the  young  men  were  accuftomed 
to  repair ;  and  their  abfence  was  indignantly 
felt,  and  defervedly  chided :  here  they  were 
trained  up  to  the  unfophillicated  notions  of 
virtue  and  juftice :  here  the  wifdom  of  years 
opened  their  minds  to  warm  impreflions  of 
courage  and  adiivity  in  the  fervice  of  thdr 
country :  and  the  authority  which  thefe  un- 
tutored orators  derived  from  their  perfonal 
achievements,  ferved  alike  to  enforce  the 
obedience  and  to  give  emulation  to  their 
youthful  auditors.  While  the  hbarts  of  both 
young  and  old  were  endowed  with  fuch  a 

■  Tookc,  vol.  i,  p.  367.    Lcvcfqucj  torn,  iii,  p.  iSa. 
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nice  fenfibility  of  honour,  that  it  feedis  to 
have  Ihed  its  influence  on  every  private 
and  public  adion  of  their  life ;  and  their 
cuftom  of  never  concluding  a  bargain  v^ith^ 
out  the  exclamation,  "  If  I  keep  not  my 
v^ord,  may  it  prove  my  difgrace  !'*  is  ftrong- 
ly  expreffive  of  their  high  fenfe  of  that  dig*- 
nified  paflion*.  We  fhould  alfo  be  in- 
clined to  think  that  a  people  difplaying  fuch 
manly  virtues,  could  in  no  age  or  condition 
brook  the  humiliating  fetters  of  defpotifm,  if 
the  hiftory  of  ancient  times  did  not  remind 
us  of  the  degeneracy  of  an  Athens  and  a 
Sparta,  and  the  officious  zeal  of  our  me- 
mory place  before  us  the  reign  of  Ivan  the 
Terrible. 

The  rigid  moralift,  who  delights  to  inveigh 
againft  all  the  refinements  of  life,  and  to  call 
them  by  the  hateful  name  of  luxury,  will 
find  no  fcope  for  his  favourite  topic  in  the 
habitations  of  the  ancient  Ruffians.     ^In  the 

*  In  their  wifli  to  decry  the  charaAer  of  the  Ruffians, 
feme  writers  have  even  affirmed,  that  they  had  no  word  to 
exprefs  honour ;  they  err,  the  word  uheji  fully  difplays  its 
meaning.  See  a  note  of  Levefque^  torn.  iii.  p.  183.  That 
royal  author^  the  great  Frederick  of  Pruflia,  exhibits  but  a 
mean  and  imperfeft  pi^Slure  of  hiftorical  refearch,  when  he 
ra(hly  declares^  that  fuch  was  the  barbarity  of  Peter  and 
his  whole  nation,  that  they  could  not  find  any  expreffion  in 
the.compafs  of  their  language  indicative  of  honour  and  fide- 
lity.    See  Hiftoire  de  la  Maifon  de  Brandcftbourg. 

'  Fletcher,  p.  14—^66. 
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conftru&ion  of  their  edifices  they  paid  no 
attention  to  ornament,  and  very  little  to 
convenience.  On  the  outfide  of  their 
fquare^  and  miferable  dwellings  (for  in 
their  ftru£ture  could  be  feen  neither  ftonc«, 
nor  bricks,  nor  tiles)  was  fixed  a  fmall  lad- 
der, by  which  they  afcended  their  domeftic 
apartments:  the  walls  of  the  chambers  were 
furrounded  with  benches,  which  anfwered  the 
double  purpofes  of  feats  and  beds :  but  du- 
ring the  feverity  of  winter  they  flept  on  their 
iloves  \  For,  till  the  time  of  the  great  Peter, 
the  foft  repofe  of  a  bed,  fo  neceflfary  an  ac- 
commodation for  both  fexes  in  a  civilized 
community,  could  rarely  be  numbered  among 
the  comforts  of  the  palaces  of  the  rich  and 
great ;  while,  to  fortify  themfelves  againft  the 
rigorous  cold,  their  windows  were  fo  fmall, 
and  their  doors  fo  low,  that  it  was  neceflfary 
to  bend  in  ordc;r  to  enter  them  *. 

To  follow  writers  in  their  tedious  detail 
and  minute  defcription,  would  be  foreign  to 
our  work,  whofe  obje<a  is  only  to  mark  the 
prominent  features  of  their  cuftoms,  man- 
ners, and  charafters  ;   yet  two  circumflances 

♦  Mofcov.  Comment,  cap.  viii.  p.  71,  72. 
'  Relation  Curieufe  de  la  Mofcovic,  p.  11.     Hackluytt 
Vol.  i.  p*  254,  255. 

^  HerbefteiQi  p.  40.     Guagninii  p.  i8d« 
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deferve  to  be  feleded  from  this  fubordmale 
information,  as  the  firft  ferves  to  betray  their 
attachment  to  the  Greek  cuflom,  aad  the 
other  to  illuftrate  their  minds.  The  men 
occupied  the  front  of  the  houfe,  while  def- 
potic  jealoufy  removed  the  women  to  the 
moft  fequeflered  part  of  the  building:  thia 
difpofition  of  the  females  will  call  to  the  re-i 
colledlion  of  the  claflical  mind  the  gynecaeon 
of  the  Greeks;  while  the  higheft  mark  of 
efteem  and  confidence  which  a  RufTiati 
could  confer  on  a  friend  or  ftranger,  was 
ihewn  in  an  introduction  to  his  painte4 
wife  \  The  laws  of  Ruffian  courtefy  fane- 
tioned  the  refpeCtful  freedom  of  a  kifs^on  the 
mouth  * ;  but  the  confequences  might  be  fatal 
to  thefe  high  favoured  vifitors,  if  they  had 
prefumed  to  give  this  chafte  falute  without 
his  confent. 

If  we  examine  with  attention  the  domeftic 
ftate  of  any  nation  where  civilization  appears 
in  the  feafon  of  infancy,  we  fhall  obferve, 
that  there  man  ufurps  the  moft  arrogant  fway 
over  the  weaker  fex;  and  that  conjugal 
union,   which  among  polifhed    nations   in- 

^  The  Captain  Margcret  fays  in  his  Eftat.  de  TEmpire  de 
Ruffie,  p.  16.  **Elles  fe  fardet  toutes,  mais  fort  groCGeremett 
*c  tiencnt  que  c'eft  une  honto  dc  nc  fc  fardcr^  foit  viclle,  ou 
jeune»  riche,  ou  pauvrc.** 

•  01eanu5,  torn.  1.  liv.  iii.  p.  231. 

E  e'  3  cllnes 
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clines  the  heart  to  foftnefs  and  humanity, 
from  the  benign  influence  of  moral  caufes  % 
expofes  her  in  a  lefs  polifhed  condition  to 
every  office  of  fatigue  and  labour,  and  to 
every  fpecies  of  cruel  oppreffion ;  and  we 
ftrongly  fufpedt  no  exemption  will  be  fur- 
,  nifhed  to  this  remark  in  the  treatment  of 
Ruffian  wives. 

'**  Excluded  from  fociety,  fixed  in  the  mod 
remote  and  folitary  apartments,  and  humbled 
to  complete  fubjedion  by  their  tyrannical 
mafters,  to  fow  and  fpin,  were  their  fole  oc- 
cupations :  the  wife  had  not  even  the  con- 
folation  of  exercifing  a  proper  control  in 
the  fundions  of  domeftic  oeconomy;  every 
trifling  circumflance  contributed  to  render 
their  bonds  mortifying  and  intolerable  :  they 
approached  their  lords  with  the  mofl  reverential 
awe,  while  thefe  favages,  proud  of  excelling 

•  *'  L'homme  feroce,'*  obferves  that  truly  original  and  ele- 
gant writer  M.  Thomas,  *'  ne  connoiflant  prefque  que  le 
phyfique  de  I'amour,  &  n'ayant  aucune  dc  ces  idees  morales^ 
qui  feules  adouciflent  I'empire  de  la  force,  accoutum^  par 
fes  mccurs  a  la  regarder  comme  la  feule  loi  de  la  nature, 
commande  defpotiquement  a  des  ^tres  que  la  raifon  fit  {i^ 
egaux,  mais  que  la  foiblefTe  lui  affujettic."  See  his  Philo- 
fophique  Effai  fur  le  Cara^lere,  ces  Moeurs,  &  TEfprit  des 
Femmes  dans  les  diflFcrens  Siecles,  p.  7,  8.  in  the  fourth 
tome  of  his  yrorks. 

■®  Guagnini,  p.  180.  De  Rebus  Mofchoviticis,  lib.  iii, 
cap.  xxii.  p.  250.  Mofcpv.  Comment,  cap.  xvi.p.  ioi,  102, 
Carlifle  Embaffiesi  p*  51$  5^. 
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their  hclplefs  partners   in  corporeal  ftrength, 
were    ever    ready   to    ftrike    them    on   the 
flightefl:  offence,  when  this  brutal  propea- 
fity   fliould   have    been   checked    by    their 
fupplicating  and  attractive  countenance.     In 
a   country    where    wild    and     gloomy    fu- 
perftition  has  fixed  her  favourite  feat,   the 
devotions  of  the  people  are  both  frequent 
and   various:   yet  the  religious  zeal   of  the 
Ruffians    rarely  fuffered    the   gates   of    the 
church "  to  be  opened  to  their  wives,  and 
the  glowing  bloom  of  health  foon  left  their 
youthful  cheeks  from  clofe   confinement'*. 
Yet  the  indulgence  of  fome  hufbands  allowed 
their  wives  the   enjoyment  of  difierent  re- 
creations in  the  plain  adjacent  to  the  town  ". 
Here,  for  a  time,  liberty  was  the  only  law, 
pleafure  the  only  purfuit ;   here  they  enjoyed 
the  lively   dance,  and   thofe   other    amufe- 
ments  which  impart  a  temporary  relief  to  the 
forrows  of  the  heart ;  yet  this  tranfient  hap- 
pinefs  mufl  flill  have  been  embittered  by  the 
remembrance  and  return  of  imprifonment, 

n  Relatione  del  Regno  di  Mofcovia,  Bib.  Reg.  14  a  xiii. 
Muf.Brit.  p.  405. 

**  **  Sono  grandemefite  gelofi  nniverfalmente  delle  loro 
donne,  c  pochi  le  lafciano  andar  friori,  c  non  fenza  caufa." 
See  Relatione  de  Mofcovia,  fcritta  da  Raflfaello  Barberino, 
Ven-  1565,  p.  10.  Wc  are  not  furprifcd  to  fee  this  com- 
plaint from  the  mouth  of  an  amatory  Italian* 

'•*    Hcrbeftcin,  p.  35- 
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Equality  of  ftation  and  freedom  of  choice 
are  the  two  powerful  fprings  which  give 
force  to  the  mild  endearments  of  conjugal 
afiedlion.  But  the  dominion  of  love  was 
flifled  in  its  cradle  by  the  moft  oppreffive 
cufloms  :  the  growth  of  this  pafTion  between 
the  two  fexes  is  nouriflied  by  ads  of  kind- 
nefs  and  tender  gallantries,  which  the  one 
may  offer  and  the  other  receive,  by  the  united 
confent  of  virtue,  reafon,  and  honour.  But 
the  delicacy  of  the  Ruffian  difpenfed  with 
every  previous  difplay  of  tendernefs  and  af- 
fedion ;  his  natural  apathy  could  be  content 
to  behold  his  wife  almoft  for  the  firft  time  in 
the  marriage  bed'*  :  thus  was  his  heart  fteeled 
and  fortified  againfl  thofe  emotions  of  love 
atid  friendihip,  which  give  fuch  durable 
charms  to  this  firfl:  inftitution  of  focial  life^ 
By  the  contrivance  of  aged  matrons,  called 
by  the  Ruffians Jivaibas^  '*  or  irt/peSors^  the 
bond  of  this  unequal  connexion  was  impoTed, 
but  which  could  be  broken  by  the  friend- 
ly arm  of  divorce ;  though  they  laboured 
to  conceal  their  frequent  ufe  of  this  mutual 
remedy,  as  they  knew  it  was  condemned  by 
the  laws  of  the  Greek  church  '*. 

'♦  Fletcher,  p.  102. ;  Carlifle's  Embaffics.  p.  5a,  5J«5 
Margeret,  p.  i6. ;  Olearius,  torn.  i.  ]iv.  iii.   p*  336. 

'*  See  Diflertations  fur  les  Antiquit^s  de  Ruflie,  p.  lS4-> 
and  Religion  Anciennc  &  Moderne,  p.  89 — 99. 

*^  Mofcov.  Comment,  cap.  xv.  p.  98— ico. 
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The  nuptial  bond  could  be  with  difficulty 
tied  three  times  *' ;  a  fourth  marriage  expoled 
the  prieft  who  performed  the  ceremony  to 
ail  the  thunders  of  ecclefiaftical  power ;  and 
we  behold  at  once  the  full  defpotifm  of  Ivan, 
in  daring  to  embrace  five  wives :  yet  thefc 
multiplied  aflbciations  were  equally  ofFenfive 
to  the  people,  and  under  a  lefs  powerful 
prince  the  latent  fpark  of  their  difcontent 
might  have  kindled  into  a  mighty  flame. 
We  cannot  clofe  thefe  obfervations  on  the 
deplorable  fervitude  of  the  women  without 
remarking,  that  whenever  their  complicated 
injuries  drove  them  to  feek  the  blood  of 
their  domeftic  tyrants,  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion was  moft  unequal  and  inhuman  j  their 
terrible  and  lingering  punifliment  was,  to 
be  interred  in  the  ground  to  the  height  of 
their  necks  '*,  and,  in  this  painful  and  igno- 
minious condition,  a  vigilant  guard  pre- 
vented compaffion  from  finifhing  their  ago- 
nies by  the  charitable  ftroke  of  death.     The 

«7  *«  Tertiam  uxorem  ducere^  fine  gravi  caufa  non  per- 
xnittunt."  Herbeftein,  p.  35.;  fee  alfo  De  Religione  Ruflb- 
ruiDy  p.  270.  *•  Mais  on  ne  perraet  point  que  Pon  pailc  a 
de  quatricmes  n6ces,  &  le  pr^tre  qui  lei  auroit  beniteb  feroit 
chaffe."     Olearius,  tom.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  235. 

■•  *'  Facminae  conjugio  parricidio  infames,  tolli  quidem  e 
medio  variis  mortibus  folent ;  ufitaiior  tamen  efl^  ut  viv4t  in  tet" 
ram  defodiunt,^*  De  Rebus  Mofchov.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ziiii.  p.  14b*. 
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lives  of  fome  of  thefe  tortured  females  have 
been  prolonged  to  a  week  '%  by  thefe  re- 
finements of  cruelty,  under  all  the  rigo- 
rous cold  of  the  country.  The  crimes 
of  thefe  Wretched  women  may  in  fome 
degree  be  palliated  by  the  voice  of  hope* 
lefs  flavery  and  perpetual  fuffering.  The 
mod  cruel  heart  cannot  applaud  the  huma- 
nity  of  fuch  a  legiflature,  and  our  readers 
will  be  (hocked  to  find,  that  the  odious  and 
criminal  imperfedion  of  the  ancient  laws  of 
Ruflia  permitted  the  life  of  the  woman  to  be 
taken  with  impunity  by  the  caprice  or  paffions 
of  the  arbitrary  hufband  *^ 

Moft  animals  of  prey  have  an  inftindiive 
fondnefs  for  their  infant  progeny,  while  more 
enlightened  man  cheriflies  his  offspring  from 
the  double  force  of  nature  and  of  reafon  ;  yet 
the  child,  like  his  unhappy  mother,  groaned 
under  the  iron  rod  of  domeftic  oppreffion : 

■'  This  punifliment  exifted  even  in  the  reign  of  Peter.  See 
Corneille  le  Bruyn,  Voy.  en  Mofcov.  vol.  i.  p.  26.;  Motley's 
Life  of  Peter,  vol.  i.  p.  174.  ;  and  Perry's  Account  of  Ruflia, 
Lond.  1 718,  p.  2CI.,  5cc.  This  laft  writer  tells  us,  that  he 
has  known  them  to  have  lived  feven  or  eight  days  in  this 
pofture. 

*•  The  reader  may  be  almoft  tempted  to  forget  himfelff 
and  to  think  he  is  viewing  the  domeftic  behaviour  of  the  fa- 
vages  of  America,  inftead  of  the  Ruffians  of  the  fixteenth 
century.  Sec  the  clofe  refemblance  in  the  (Euvres  Philofo- 
phiques  de  Pauw,  tom.  i.  p.  77.  and  in  other  parts  of  that 
bold  and  opinionative  work. 
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neither  age,    nor    rank,    nor   employment, 
could  place   them  beyond   the  reach  of  pa- 
rental  power ;  their  real   or  imaginary  in- 
difcretions    might     be    chaftifed    with    the 
knoot  **,  by  their  unnatural  father,  or  by  the 
hands  of  his  fervants :    nor  was  the  parent 
open  to  the  guilt  or  puniftiment  of  murder  if 
they  expired  under  thefe  flagellations :  while 
their  penury  or  covetoufncfs  could  difpofe 
of  them  four  times  ** ;   but  after  the  fourth 
fale,  the  unfeeling  law  no  longer  confounded 
them  with  the  moveables  of  their  father's 
houfe.     Can  it  excite  our  aftoniflimcnt,  then, 
to  behold  children  treating  their  parents  with 
all  the  cold  indifference  of  ftrangers  when 
they  had  unloofed  the  fetters  of  filial  fub- 
jedlion :  we  fhould  indeed  exprefs  our  fur- 
prife  if  the  fon  could  nourifli  the  fentiments 
of  love  for  the  father,  after  that  ftrong  tie  of 
nature  had  been  fo  much  weakened  by  pater- 
nal unkindnefs. 

The  feelings  of  a  refined  people  are  but 
little  touched  by  the  fpedtacle  of  funereal 
pomp;  and  we  put  on  the  enfigns  of 
grief,  and  adjuft  the  ceremonial  of  death, 
with  a  compofure  little  honourable  to  the 
head  and  heart,  and  by  no    means   corre- 

*'  De  Reb.  Mofchov.  lib.  ili.  cap,  xxiii.  p.  232. 

**  "  Poft  quartam  autem  venditionem  nihil  juris  ampliiis 
in  filium  habet.'*  Guagnini,  p.  186.  j  Mofcov.  Comment, 
cap.  xi.  p,  80. ;  Hcrbcftciiw  p.  36. 
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fpondiog  to  the  awful  folemnity  of  the  oc^ 
cadon.  The  lefs  poli(hed  Ruffians  were  not 
exempt  from  this  fpecies  of  human  apathy: 
three  *^  days  after  the  d^ceafe  of  the  pcrfon, 
his  body  was  profufely  fcented  before  it  was 
depofited  in  the  tomb.  On  the  day  of  inter* 
ment  a  groupe  of  hired  mourners,  chi^y 
confiding  of  females,  moved  along  in  flow 
proceffion  before  the  body,  weeping  and  ex- 
hibiting the  moil  exceffive  demonftrations  of 
forrow  **.  To  the  facred  hands  of  the  pricft 
was  committed  the  image  of  that  faint  which 
idolatrous  cuftom  had  prefented  to  the 
deceafed  for  the  patron  of  his  baptifm. 
This  fymbol  of  fuperftition  accompanied  its 
former  pofleffbr  almoft  to  the  place  of  his 
deftination,  while  thefe  retainers  of  forrow 
frequently  propitiated  the  wooden  image 
in  thefe  accents  of  fupplication ;  "  0 
Lord,  let  thy  tender  mercy  extend  to  his 
foul  ;'*  the  devout  zeal  of  the  parents  and 
friends  imprinted  their  fervent  kiffes  on  the 
hallowed  idol,  and  the  priefts  clofed  the  ce- 
remony by    placing   two  written  prayers  *^ 

*'  La  Religion  Ancicnnc  &  Modcrnc  des  MofcovjteSf 
p.  138. 

*♦  De  Rcb.  Mofchov.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xxHi.  p.  23*. 

*'  The  form  of  thefe  prayers,  which  the  ignorance  of  fome 
writers  have  denominated  paflports,  is  to  be  found  in  that 
learned  work  of  Dr.  King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  35^?,  3S9» 
360. 
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between  the  hands  of  the  deceafed.  This 
afl:ing  train  of  females  then  eafed  their 
troubled  breads  with  complaints  and  lamentar 
tions  at  once  fo  fingular  and  grievous,  as 
would  have  diftrefled  the  ftudied  gravity  of 
a  ftranger*%  had  he  been  permitted  to 
have  witneffed  thefe  forrowful  ceremonies: 
*^  Wherefore  *'  art  thou  dead/*  exclaimed 
thefe  frantic  women  to  the  corpfe ;  "  did  not 
riches  fuflSciently  increafe  thy  ftock  of  happir 
nefs  ?  was  not  the  favour  of  thy  prince  equi- 
valent to  your  expedations  ?  (fid  not  thy 
wife  pofTefs  all  the  charms  of  beauty  ?  thy 
infants,  did  they  not  call  up  the  moft  flatter- 
ing hopes  ?  we  therefore  repeat  once  more. 
Why  art  thou  dead  ?"  Thefe  queftions,  their 
tears,  and  cries,  redoubled  as  the  body  was 
defcending  into  the  grave.  But  with  this 
laft  office  to  the  dead  **,  their  theatrical  ex- 
hibition terminated  j  and  on  the  edge  of  the 
grave  thefe  reprefentatives  of  woe  foon  after 
pacified    their  hungry   (lomachs  with  meat 

**  "  Non  lafciano  cntrare  foraf^eriere  alcuno  nelle  Chfcfc 
loro,*'  fays  Barberino,  in  his  Relatione  de  Mofcovia,  p. 
8. :  Irac  his  money  however  relaxed  the  rigour  of  Ruiliaji 
faperftition. 

•^  Margeret,  p.  ii.  De  Religione  Ruflbrum,  &c.  p. 
244. 

*'  Perhaps,  ftrldtly  fpeaking,  the  a^vrcurfjios,  or  kifs,  was  the 
laft  remarkable  ceremony  performed  to  the  deceafed  by  the 
prieft,  his  relations,  and  friends.  See  King  on  the  Greek 
Church,  p.  338. 
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brought  for  that  purpofe,  without  the  fmalleft 
dejediion  of  look  or  inquietude  of  heart.  Six 
weeks  the  Ruffians  were  clad  in  all  the  trap- 
pings of  external  grief  *';  when  that  period 
had  paffed,  thefe  eftablifhed  modes  of  forrow 
were  again  renewed,  with  the  fame  concern, 
and  with  the  fame  conclufion.  The  tear  or 
the  fmile  might  appear  on  the  cheek  of  the 
philofopher,  according  to  his  nature,  at  this 
eternal  departure  of  human  life. 

Every  work  which  requires  any  ftriking 
degree  of  vigour  and  enlargement  of  mind,  or 
any  remarkable  procefs  of  mechanical  (kill, 
can  rarely  be  accomplifhed  but  by  the  head 
and  hand  of  refinement :  among  nations  juft 
emerging  from  the  depths  of  barbarifm,  the 
fervile  fpirit  of  imitation  will  for  a  time  im- 
pede their  greateft  and  fimpleft  undertakings. 
From  the  long  and  peculiar  connexion  which 
Ruffia  had  formed  with  oriental  nations,  flic 
had  derived  many  of  her  commercial  re- 
gulations. In  '**  conformity  to  their  prac- 
tice, all  the  ftiops  in  the  cities  were  placed  in 
an  inclofure,  called  GoftinnoUdvor^  or  court 
x)f  merchants,  which  may  be  faid  to  corre- 
fpond  with  the  ba%ar  of  the  Afiatics  ' '.    Thefe 

*•  La  Relation  Curieufe  de  la  Mofcovic,  p.  30. 
'**  Levcfquc,  torn,  iii,  p.  199,  200. 
3'  Le  Bruyn  exprefsly  calls  them  Bazars^  Voy.  enMafcor. 
yol.  !•  p>  zo. 
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ftations  of  wealth  and  induftry  were  dw 
vided  into  feveral  parts:  in  one  were  re- 
pofed  the  labours  of  agriculture,  another  con- 
tained the  fuperfluous  wants  of  man.  But 
to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  various 
articles  of  merchandize  which  filled  thefe 
places  would  be  incompatible  with  our  work ; 
we  fhall  therefore  briefly  obferve,  that  every 
thing  which  could  gratify  the  eye,  delight 
the  fenfe,  or  difFufe  plenty  and  external  com- 
fort, might  be  feen  and  purchafed  in  thefe 
ftationary  abodes  of  commerce. 

^*  Commerce  is  generally  allowed  to  be 
highly  inftru  mental  to  the  greatnefs  of  a  ftate, 
and  the  happinefs  of  its  fubjedts  ;  a  wife  mo- 
narch therefore  will  never  debar  her  adven- 
turous fons  from  feeling,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, the  vivifying  rays  of  royal  illumina- 
tion. "  The  merchants  of  Ruffia  formed  a 
refpediable  body  of  the   empire,   and  their 

^*  Plato  however  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  a  well- 
formed  republic  fhould  feek  no  commercial  intercourfe, 
nor  endeavour  to  extend  their  fway  under  a  naval  power. 
He  aUb  pronounces  it  to  have  been  preferable  for  the  intc- 
refts  of  Athens^  for  them  to  have  continued  annually  to  fend 
the  fons  of  feven  of  their  chief  citizens,  to  pacify  the  appetite 
of  the  Minotaur,  than  to  have  renounced  their  antique 
manners,  and  to  have  rendered  themfelves  great  and  power- 
ful by  fea.  Platonis  Opera,  Francofurti  1602.  DeLegibus, 
lib*  iv.  p.  826,  827.  But  the  greatnefs  of  his  name  cannot 
entitle  thefe  crude  notions  to  the  refpefl  and  obedience  of  a 
modem  age. 

'^  Lcvefque,  torn.  iii.  p.  192. 

ancient 
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ancient  and  prefent  condition  compofcs  thi) 
bafe  of  that  pyramid  of  rank  which  has  been 
reared  by  the  diflferent  orders  of  the  ftate  ** ; 
but  time,  ill-policy,  and  oppreflion,  have 
robbed  them  of  their  important  prerogatives; 
Efteemed  as  the  conftituent  parts  of  the  go« 
vernment,  thefe  induftrious  minifters  of  opu- 
lence had  once  the  valuable  privilege  of  vo- 
ting at  thofe  national  aiTemblies  of  their  old 
turbulent  freedom :  but  the  wifh  and  hope 
of  refuming  their  former  rights  are  now  ut- 
terly extinguiflied  by  the  plenitude  ofdefpo- 
tifm,  and  the  accumulation  of  wealth. 

A  country  where  the  union  of  the  two 
fexes  is  promoted,  and  where  labour  pre* 
vails,  will  foon  efface  the  cafual  ravages  of 
peftilence  and  war  ;  while  the  fteps  of  a  na- 
tion to  agricultural  perfection  muft  be  equally 
low  and  defedlive,  where  the  rough  child  of 
induftry  toils,  without  the  fweat  of  his  brow 
being  rewarded  by  the  comforts  of  perfonal 
freedom  and  perfonal  property".  To  the  eter- 
nal 

^^  From  the  laws  and  defpotifm  of  Rufila,  the|>eople  have 
loft  ail  prctenfions  to  the  rights  of  freemen>  and  confeqoent- 
ly  cannot  be  reckoned  to  poflefs  any  political  influence  in  the 
ilate. 

15  tt  Prive  de  toute  efpece  de  propriety,  quel  inlertt  an- 
roit-il  a  ^augmentation  des  recokcs,  a  ramelioration  des 
terres  ?"  is  the  juft,  though  obvious  quedion  of  M.  de  Maf- 
bault,  in  his  Eflai  fur  le  Commerce  de  RuICe^  p.  24*  The 
fage  and  liberal  mind  of  the  fecond  Catharine  nobly  fe^ 

th« 
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nal  difgrace  of  Ruflia,  in  approaching  the 
zenith  of  her  glory,  fee  forged  and  riveted 
the  fetters  of  fervitude  on  that  unhappy  con- 
dition of  men,  called  the  boors.  Before  the 
clofe  of  the  (ixteenth,  and  opening  of  the 
feventeenth  century,  the  rights  of  the  pea- 
fant  were  refpeded.  Over  all  the  lands,  the 
nobleman  pofTefTed^  and  ftill  pofleflfes,  an  ex- 
clufive  dominion;  yet  neceffity  compelled 
him  to  hire  the  boors  to  till  the  ground,  as 
they  were  then  confidered  the  mod  ufeful 
and  cheap  inftruments  of  hufeandry.  '*Six 
days  of  the  week  were  devoted  to  the  fervice 
of  their  mafter :  the  feventh  might  be  em- 
ployed to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  own  induftry. 
But  the  hardfeips  of  their  dependent  ftate 
could  be  alleviated  by  a  continual  change  of 
matters,  by  the  liberty  of  entering  the  cities 
to  employ  themfelves  in  domeAIc  duties,  or 
by  the  free  choice  of  applying  their  labours 
to  any  undertakings  in  which  they  were  moft 
likely  to  fucceed  *\    So  far  the  laws  of  poli- 


the  fervitude  of  her  people,  when  (he  declares  in  her  inftnic«> 
tionsj  Sec.  pour  ]e  Nouveau  Code  de  Loix»  p.  83  ;  '*  L' Agri- 
culture ne  pourra  jamais  profperer  la  ou  I'agriculteur  n/t 
poflede  rien  en  propre.'* 

'^  *'  Sex  dies  coloni  in  feptimana  dominis  fuis  coIoranC» 
fepdmus  vero  dies  privato  labori  concedit."  Guagninif  p*  179* 
Mofcor.  Comment,  p.  8o. 

*f  Leyeftjuei  torn.  iii.  p.  193. 
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tical  juftice  foftened  the  rigour  of  their  fate, 
and  the  boors  enjoyed  the  higheft  (hare  of 
freedom  that  the  fpirit  of  a  defpotic  govern- 
ment could  admit ;  while  not  worked  at  the 
oar  of  conftant  flavery  ;  except  ihofe  Tatan 
and  Cofacks  whom  the  chance  of  war  had 
thrown  into  their  hands,  or  thofe  degenerate 
Ruffians  who  voluntarily  fold  themfelvcs  to 
4  fecond  mafter  after  the  death  of  the  firft 
had, as  was  ordinarily  undecftood,  emancipated 
them  from  the  ties  of  obedience'*. 

But  when  the  eftabliOiment  of  ^  regular 
army  paved  the  way  to  order  and  control, 
when  the   refradory  no  longer  defpifed  the 
power  of  royalty,  and  the  fword  of  thfe  peo- 
ple was  girt  on  at  the  fole  expence  of  the 
chief  magiftrate,  a   capitanon   tax  was  Im-' 
pofed  by  the  new  fyftera  of  adminif^ratii^a  ; 
but  ;nany  unforefeen  difadvantages  emanated 
from  this  inftitution.  By  the  regulation  of  this 
new  edid^,  the  nobleman  paid  for  his  lands, 
and  the  boor  for  his  houfe  ;  yet  as  the  mo- 
deration of  the  laws  was  then  fatisfied  with 
the  condition  of  the  boors,  without  wiihing 
to  deprive    them    of  all   political  exiftence, 
they  indulged  their  propenfity  to  roving,    to 
the  no  fmall  detriment  of  the  ftate :  her  re- 
venues were  of  courfe  enriched  or  diminiilxed 

=»»  (Juag^ini,  p.  179.    MofcoT.  Comment,  p.  yo. 
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hy  their  ft^y  or  departure  from  their  placep 
of  abode.  Tq  check  the  rapid  increafc  of  an 
evil  (q  ^rmidable,  the  Czar  Fedor,  under 
ibe  comipandiog  advice  of  his  prime  minifter 
J^orisy  prohibited  thefe  excurfions,  and  rei- 
rterated  the  interdidion  in  fifteen  hundred  and 
ninety-feven :  when  Boris,  however,  had 
climbed  the  hill  of  greatnefs  by  thofe  arts  of 
jdiiBaiuUtion,  >vhich  he  never  laid  adde  after 
be  ^$d  mounted  the  throne,  his  imperious 
nature  was  conftrained  to  filence  the  loud 
voice  of  prejudice,,  and  to  obliterate  the  mcr 
mory  of  paft  injuries  by  many  temporifing 
a^;  among  others,  he  reflored  the  boors 
to  their  former  privileges,  under  the  popu- 
lar notion,  that  the  late  a£ks  of  his  predecef- 
ibr  contributed  to  introduce  the  badge  of  fer- 
vitude  and  difgrace  among  his  fellow-crea- 
tuies. 

The  fears  of  Chouifki  induced  him  to  fteer 
fi  middle  courfe  between  thefe  oppofite  ex- 
tremes ;  but  the  unceafing  tumult  of  civil 
difcord  offers  neither  leifure  nor  materials 
fox  the  accomplifhment  of  any  falutary  de- 
fign*  The  ftcady  perfevering  genius  of  his 
iucceflbrs,  affifted  by  the  concurrence  of  many 
fortunate  circumftances,  broke  through  every 
barriei:  which  the  wholefome  provifion  of 
former  laws  had  placed  for  the  perfonal 
guard  of  this  defpifed  race  of  men.     Thus, 

Ff  a  by 
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by  degrees,  did  their  unrelenting  enemies 
invade  and  deftroy  the  fortrefs  of  their  im- 
munities, until  they  were  at  laft  chained 
to  the  foil  which  they  cultivated,  and  to- 
gether with  it  were  transferred  from  one  pro- 
prietor to  another  by  fale  or  conveyance,  like 
fo  many  beafts  of  burthen  '•. 

A  wife  government  will  alike  endeavour 
to  communicate  her  prote£Hon  to  the  greateft 
and  to  the  meaneft  of  her  fubjedts.  In  one 
inflance  the  legiflature  of  Ruflia  in  the  fix* 
tecnth  century  is  to  be  praifed,  for  ihewing 
a  favourable  difpofition  to  the  fecurity  and 
comfort  of  fervants,  who  ferved  by  contnid 
for  an  agreed  time  j  a  tribunal  **  was  cfta- 
bliftied  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  receiving 
their  contradls,  and  invefted  with  authority 
to  adcniaifter  equal  juftice,  whenever  any 
contention  arofe  between  the  parties  concern- 
ing the  nature  or  duration  of  their  agree- 
ment The  good  eStdis  of  this  inftitution 
were  foon  felt,  and  announced  by  the  lower 
clafs  of  people  :  it  compounded  the  feverity 
of  ariftocratical  oppreilion  by  a  fuitable  alloy 
of  popular  freedom  ;  it  opened  to  the  fervant 
the  liberty  of  complaint,  and  the  hopes  of  rc- 
drefs;  while  it  curbed  the  encroachments  and 
cruelties  of  the  mailers  over  an  unproteAed 

'•  Tooke,  vol.  !.  p.  369, 

^  Lftfefquci  torn.  Hi.  p.  igy    Tookc^  toL  i  p.  $6$» 
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part  of  the  community,  who  had  formerly  no 
adive  guardian  of  their  rights  and  privileges, 
and  whom  arrogance  and  prepoifeflion  had 
almoft  refufed  to  reckon  among  the  humaa 
fpecies. 

The  laws  which  regulate  the  apparel  of 
a  nation  are  fometimes  frivolous,  fometimes 
pregnant  of  endlefs  controvcrfies  *',  and  fome- 
times produd:ive  of  an  influence  on  the  man- 
ners of  a  government,  which  is  no  lefs  ex« 
tenfive  than  beneficial.  The  edicts  which 
related  to  the  drefs  of  the  Ruffians  are  cha- 
raderized  by  attention,  difcernment,  and  pru- 
dence *\  Each  order  of  men  was  difcrimi- 
nated  by  a  peculiar  habit.  The  man  of  here- 
ditary wealth  and  illuftrious  anceftors  was 
forbidden,  by  the  proud  diflindions  of 
the  law,  to  wear  a  drefs  unbecoming  the  dig- 
nity of  his  ftation ;  while  the  promifcuous 

^'  The  truth  of  this  fecond  obferration  may  be  witnefTed  m 
the  hiftory  of  our  country.  The  violent  conteft  between  the 
clergy  and  people  for  the  wearing  of  the  long-pointed  ihoes*. 
which  prepofterous  mode  firft  appeared  in  the  reign  of 
RufuSf  affords  to  a  phiJofophic  mind  a  mod  ftriking  ex^ 
ample  of  a  fuperftitious  age^  fo  long  difputing  the  opinions 
and  oppofing  the  commands  of  the  church.  See  Hume's 
Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  302. ;  and  his  fine  remark  on 
the  fruitlefs  attempt  of  the  clergy  to  aboliih  this  imfwmr 
fafhion  ;  and  Andrew's  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  connedted 
with  the  chronology  of  Europe,  vol.  i.  p.  449. 

^*  Mofcov.  G>mment.  cap.  vii.  p.  73.    Guagninl,  p.  181. 
De  Reb.  Mo1cot>  lib.  til.  p.  192. 
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multitude  could  not  appear  in  precious  robeJ 
without  being  fubjed  to  various  and  heavy 
penalties,  Thefe  diftindfibns  of  rank  and  per- 
fons  precluded  the  vain  infoleuce  of  wealth 
from  afcending  above  the  level  of  its  fel- 
low* citizens.  Nor  was  this  inflexible  gra- 
dation of  clafies  lefs  ferviceable  to  that  fatal 
fpecies  of  pride  which  leads  man  to  exhauft 
the  fources  of  his  opulence  in  furpaffing  his 
equals  by  a  more  profufe  and  fplendid  luxury; 
ivhile  folly  and  extravagance  were  ftill  more 
deterred  from  launching  into  needlefs  ex- 
pences,  by  the  immoderate  rigour  of  the  law 
againft  thofe  who  cohtraded  debts  which  they 
were  unable  to  difcharge.  Their  puni(hment 
certainly  did  not  equal  that  of  the  Roman 
debtor,  whofe  creditors,  by  the  unnatural 
feverity  of  the  twelve  tables,  might  put  him 
to  death  at  the  end  of  fixty  days,  fell  him 
to  foreign  fervitude,  or  divide  his  body*\ 
Yet  the  blows  which  they  received  with  a 
club  on  the  calf  of  their  leg,  and  under  the 
fole  of  their  foot,  until  the  payment  was 
made,  were  perhaps,  in  the  end,  no  lefs  con- 
ducive to  the  lofs  of  life.     If  they  were  in- 

♦*  "  Ut  in  xii  tabulis  debitoris  corpus  in  creditores  dividi 
licuit ;"— ."  but,"  avids  Quintilian,  for  the  honour  of  Ronum 
humanity,  *'  quani  legem  mos  publicus  repudiavit/'  Sec 
his  admirable  book,  Inftltutiones  Oratorix,  Ven.  1471- 
lib.  iii.  cap  lii.  See  Hkewife  Auliis  Gtllius,  Lug.  Batav* 
1706;  cdit.Gronov.  lib.  xz.  cap.  i.  p.  871,  872. 

folvent, , 
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folvent,  the  cruelty  of  the  law  fatisfied  the 
revenge  of  the  creditors  by  refigning  them 
their  wives   and  children  to  his  entire  dif- 
pofal**.     In   that  nation  where  property  is 
fecured  by  the  hands  of  wifdom  and  power, 
the  increafe  of  population  will  be  conftant 
and  vifible,  as  long  as  it  repofes  under  the 
fhade  of  peace.     In  the  days  of  liberty  and 
Bappinefs  every  citizen   could  bequeath  his 
wealth  to  friendfliip,  or  call  his  children  to 
the  inheritance   of  his  pofleffions.     But  in 
thofe   reigns,    where  oppreflion    unfheathed 
her   fword  to  extend   the  royal  power,  the 
teftaments  of  the  dead  were  violated  by  the 
avarice    and    injuftice    of    the    fovereigns. 
Riches  expofed  their  pofleflbr  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  perfecution.     The  execution   of  the 
law  was  no  lefs  venal  than  tyrannical.    The 
unblufhing  infamy  of  the  informers  became 
the  enemies  and  accufers  of  every  family  of 
fortune ;    and    the   degenerate    zeal    of   the 
judges  confifcated  their  eftates  to  the  ufe  or 
rather  abufe  of  their  worthlefs  prince  ". 

It  was  the  policy  of  Ruflia  to  encouragd 
every  exercife  which  fhe  thought  could  add 

♦♦  Dt  Reb.  Mofchov.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xxiii.  p.  147,  148. 
Il6tclier>  p-52.  Hackluyt^  vol.  i.  p*  252.  Olearius,  tom.i. 
liv.  iii.  p.  327.     Relation  Curieufe  de  la  Mofcovie,  p.  $j. 

.    ♦»  Guagniniy  p.  179.  Relation  Curieule  dc  Mofcovie,  p.  32. 
Levefqufy  torn.  iii.  p.  195. 
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ftrength  to  the  body,  adivity  to  the  limbft, 
courage  to  tiie  heart,  and  firmnefs  to  endure 
the  keeneft  ftrokes.  Among  other  feats  of 
adivity  and  force,  the  Ruffian  youth  were 
9CCu{lomed  to.difpute  with  each  other  the 
prize  of  fuperior  valour  and  dexterity  in  the 
pugiliflic  art^^  On  appointed  days,  an  in* 
numerable  concourfe  of  fpedators  affembled 
in  the  fields,  to  behold  thefe  ferocious  trials 
of  juvenile  (kill  and  prowefs.  The  hands 
of  the  Ruffian  were  not  armed  for  thefe 
contefts  with  the  celebrated  caeftus  of  the 
Greeks,  compofed  of  raw  hides  lined  with 
metal,  but  their  athletic  fports  and  la* 
hours  mud  have  imparted  to  their  large  and 
mufcular  limbs  fuch  a  kind  of  fmewy 
ftrength  as  did  not  require  augmentation  by 
any  artificial  affiftance.  Thefe  defperate  ex- 
hibitions, fo  grateful  to]  the  tafte  and  tem- 
per of  the  times,  were  never  concluded  with« 
out  the  lofs  of  an  eye  or  tooth  to  one  of  the 
combatants  ;  and  happy  was  his  doom,  who 
efcaped  from  the  lifts  without  the  reception 
of  a  mortal  blow. 

From  thefe  fanguinary  recreationSs  which 
were  encouraged  from  the  fallacious  idea 
that  they  contributed  to  teach  (ome  important 
ieflbns  in  the  fchool  of  war,  it  is  natural  to 

*•  Hcrbeftein,.  p.  3^    Guagnini,  p.  18  r.     Carlifie's  Bm- 
bafiiesy  p.  54*    Mofcov.  Comme&C.  cap*  fiiit  p.  75. 

pafs 
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paf^  on  to  the  confideration  of  the  military 
art.  That  pailion  of  revenge  which  blazes 
with  fuch  unremitting  rage  among  a  nation 
to  whom  the  gates  of  civilization  are  but  half 
open,  with  other  local  caufes,  confpired  to 
expofe  the  Ruffians  to  the  conftant  hardships 
of  wan  From  *^  the  (lumbers  of  fatigue, 
from  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  from  con* 
cerns  of  great  moment,  the  nobles,  who  were 
compelled  to  ferve  in  the  army,  arofe  with 
equal  alacrity  and  obedience,  whether  the 
prince  called  upon  them  to  fupprefs  the  flames 
of  domeftic  rebellion,  or  to  ftopthe  career  of 
a  foreign  foe  ;  and  they  feized  their  arms 
with  fuch  a  favage  fury,  as  plainly  manifefted 
they  fought  not  more  to  conquer  than  to  de- 
ftroy. 

The  front  of  a  Ruffian  army  difcovered 
that  their  prediledlion  for  warfare  had  not 
iharpened  or  improved  their  faculties  in  the 
invention  of  ofFenfiveand  defenfive  weapons, 
*'  The  bow,  the  javelin,  the  lance,  the  fword, 
and  the  battle-axe,  were  their  ordinary  in- 
ftruments  of  annoyance.  The  helmet  and 
coat  of  mail  compofed  their  military  drefs; 
with  thefe  arms  their  cavalry  was  contented. 
Their  infantry  was  but  an  undifciplined  and 

^^  Guagnini,  p.  177.    Mofcov.  CommeDt*  p.  79,  80. 
^  Margeretf   p.  26.     See  alfo  a  jcuriotts  book  intided, 
*  Direrfarom  Gentiam  Annatura  Equeftris/'  1575. 

tumul* 
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tumultuary  aflemblage  of  vaflfals,  until  the 
firft  Ivan  colleded  and  grafped  the  fcattered 
fragments  of  the  empire.  The  conftitution 
of  their  horfes  was  admirably  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  their  fervice ;  during  ^  two  whole 
days  they  betrayed  no  inconvenience  from 
the  want  of  nourifhment ;  and  when  the 
fhrill  trumpet  of  war  fummoned  thefe  ufeful 
animals  to  the  field,  for  two  months  they 
could  perform  the  duties  of  flight  and  pur- 
^  iuit  with  proper  excellence,  without  requir- 
ing any  other  food  than  the  unpalatable 
branches  and  barks  of  the  trees.  Unreftrained 
by  the  maxims  of  coolnefs,  the  impatient 
Ruffians  prefled  forward  to  the  battle  with 
furious  {houts  and  irregular  ranks  ;  but  as 
their  powers  were  only  formidable  on  the 
firft  onfet,  they  were  ignorant  how  to  rally 
or  to  retire ;  a  repulfe  produced  defeat,  and 
defeat  was  commonly  accompanied  with  en- 
tire deftrudtion  *\ 

Among  a  people  whofe  advances  in  every 
fcience  were  extremely  dilatory  and  imper- 
fect in  comparifon  with  other  nations  of  the 
fame  period,  we  cannot  expedk  them  to  be 

^»  Hackluyt,  vol.  i.  p.  250. 

5°  "  Hoftem  primo  impetu  audacifllmc  aggrediantur, 
ncc  diu  perfeverant ;  ac  fi  innuere  vcilent,  fiigite,  aut  toi 
fifgi^mus.*'  Herbeftcin,  p.  36. ;  fee  likewife  Mofcov.  Coift* 
meat.  cap.  xxvi.  p.  ij?- 
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acquainted,  much  lefs  perfefted  in  any  of 
the  learned  and  modern  branches  of  military 
taftics ;  equally  unfkilled  in  the  arts  of  con- 
ftrufting,  befieging,  and  defending"  regular 
fortifications,  the  operations  of  the  moft 
fkilful  generals  confifted  in  fetting  fire  to 
the  outerworks  of  the  enemy,  or  reached  only 
to  the  merit  of  waiting  with  an  obftinatc 
firmnefs,  until  the  impregnable  walls  could 
no  longer  afford  (heltcr  from  the  approach 
of  famine  "•  The  manoeuvre  in  which 
they  placed  their  greateft  glory,  was  to  fur- 
round  the  foe,  and  then  to  fall  upon  his 
rear.  Their  patient**  abftinence,  produc- 
tive of  fo  many  folid  advantages  in  the 
doubtful  events  of  war,  and  their  robuft 
conftitutions "  which  could  fo  well  endure 
the  fevered  cold,  rarely  fubje^led  them  to  the 
incumbrance  of  military  (lores  or  baggage. 
Some  faint  rudiments  of  military  fcience  may 
be  difcernible  in  the  divifion  of  their  troops 
and  in  the  method  of  their  encampments ; 
their  armies  were  divided  into  five  different 

^'  Herbcftein,  p.  37. 

**  Fletcher,  p.  61.  "  Atquc  ideo  hoftem  circumvenire  a 
tcrgoque  invadere  prjccipuc  ftudent."  Mofcov,  Comment, 
cap.  xxvi.  p.  133. 

**  Their  nfual  food  in  the  camp,  according  to  Fletcher^ 
was  a  kind  of  dried  bread  named  by^  them  Sucbarie,  with 
feme  Ilore  of  meal  which  they  mixed  with  water  and  made 
into  balls  or  fmall  lumps  of  dough,  called  Tollockno  ;  p.  59. 
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bodies;  the  advanced  guard,  the  right,  the 
left  wing,  the  body  of  the  army,  and  the 
vanguard ;  each  of  thefe  divifions  were  fe-* 
parated  from  the  other,  but  the  generals  were 
obliged,    at    the   flighted   warning,  to  joia 
the  main  body  of  the  army  **.     Diforderly 
(allies  and   multiform  ambufcades  were  the 
mofl   confpituous   features  in   their  imper« 
feft  fyftem  of  war.     Some  of  their  ftrata- 
gems  betray  neither  want  of  ingenuity  nor 
poverty  of  judgment ;  and,   rude  and  unin* 
formed  as  the  minds  of  the  RuiBans  then 
were,  they  ftill  (hewed  that  it  only  required 
the   hand  of  genius   to  draw  afide  the   veil 
which  concealed  their  virtues,  to  render  them 
acute,   adlive,    perfevcring,    and   inventive. 
We  fhall  fele£t  one  inftance  from  a  num« 
ber,  to  confirm  this  remark  on  the  general 
charader   of  the   nation.      Whenever   their 
fears  apprehended  an   incurfion   from  their 
reftlefs    and   intrepid  foes  the  Tatars,  they 
difpatched  feveral  fcouts  before  them,  who, 
from  conflant  pra£kice,  had  acquired  the  ha- 
bit of  directing  their  eyes  to  remote  objeds. 
The  fkilful  vigilance  of  thefe    fpies,  after 
having  difperfed  themfelves  from  an  equal 
diftance  of  ground,  afcended  the    trees  to 
defcry  the  approach   of  the  enemy*     The 
firft  who  perceived  their  motions   rode  in 

>^  Margeret,  p.  23* 

full 
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lull  gallop  to  repeat  the  news  to  the  fe- 
cond  ;  and  by  this  prefcribed  and  expeditious 
manner,  the  important  intelligence  was  con- 
veyed to  the  army  j  and,  on  extraordinary 
occafions,  to  Mofcow  "• 

Let  therefore  the  candour  of  an  enlightened 
age  be  willing  to  admit,  that  the  dark- 
nefs  of  ignorance,  which  had  fo  long  ob- 
fcured  the  faculties  of  the  Ruflians,  would 
have  difappeared  with  great  quicknefs  and 
eafe,  had  not  the  powers  of  their  mind  and 
body  been  fettered  by  the  moft  deplorable 
fervitude  ever  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  man* 
kind :  for  when  once  they  had  fhaken  off  the 
galling  yoke  of  a  herd  of  favages,  when  once 
they  had  contemplated  themfelves  in  the 
mirror  of  true  reafon  and  policy,  when  once 
the  dormant  vigour  of  their  minds  was  rouf^. 
and  fupplied  with  proper  models  and  mate-i 
rials,  we  behold  them  all  at  once  darting  into 
conquefl;  and  renown.  The  abject  Haves 
of  the  Tatars  are  Aobly  loft  in  the  proud 
and  civilized  vanquifhers  of  two  heroes, 
whofe  vi&orious  arms  withftood  and  tri- 
umphed over  the  repeated  ihocks  of  the  fineft 
and  beft  difciplined  troops  of  Europe.  Need 
we  mention  the  well-known  names  of  Charles 

•*  Margerctf  p.  24. 

of 
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of  Sweden,  and  Frederic  of  Pruffia'*?  If 
therefore  the  martial  foul  and  various  ger 
niuB  of  a  Peter  could  transform  a  cooful*e4 
and  fpiritlefs  multitude  of  peafaots  into  fot- 
diers,  whofe  difcipline,  evolutions,  exerclfea* 
fortified  cities,  and  military  engines,  could  vie 
with  the  moft  polifhed  nations,  we  may.  in- 
dulge the  pleafing  hope,  that  the  mild  and 
ihining  virtues  of  an  Alexander,  in  the  pure 
and  generous  love  of  fcience  and  mankind, 
may  fix  the  plants  of  national  happinefs 
and  learning  '^  pn  fp  firm  a  foil,  as  to  remain 
iipmoveable  amidl^  the  ftorms  of  any  future 
defpotifm. 


^c  writer  who  purfues  the  Ruffians  ftom 
the  fixteenth  towards  the  completion  of  the 
feventeenth  century,  will  fliil  find  his  way 
eUcured  by  the  glooipy  fhadcs  of  iuperfti^ 

*^  la  ibe  memorable  battle  of  Kuncrfdorflf,  the  Ruflian 
valour  proved  fo  fuccefsfuly  that  the  Great  Frederick  trem- 
Ued  for  the  fafety'of  his  capital.  See  Dr.  Gillies's  View  of 
the  foreign  of  Frederick  II.  of  Pruflla,  p.  301.;  ^d  Dr. 
Towers's  Memoirs  of  t^e  Life  and  Reign  of  Frederick  III. 
vol.  ii.  p-  24I. 

n  M.  VAhhi  d'Auteroche*  in  his  Vxyy^gt  en  Siberia* 
t^m.  ii.  p.  356,  357.  labours,  very  unhappily  we  think,  to 
prov2«  that  their  want  of  genius  is  the  effed  of  the  fun  and 
cf  the  climate.  A  Id's  ptrejqdiced  and  n&or?  fikerai  xQind 
will  perhaps  be  inclined  to  think,  that  the  faircft  fruits  of 
genius  and  fcience  will  appear,  as  xh£  dark  donds  of  def- 
potifm retire  from  Ruflia. 

2  tioQi 
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tipn ;  he  will  dill  be  under  the  painful  ne« 
ceflity  of  lamenting,  that  folly  had  ufurped 
the  mien  and  gaVb  of  philofophy,  that  the 
people  were  greater  advocates  for  fervitude 
than  for  liberty,  and  that  the  fmall  flame  of 
fcience  was  utterly  extinguifhed  by  the  blafts 
of  civil  contention.  Until  the  clofc  of  this 
melancholy  period,  Peter  had  not  wholly 
abjured  the  errors  of  inexperience.  The 
wheels  of  government  were  moved  by 
the  hands  of  caprice  and  violence;  and 
of  courfe  until  thefe  flatefmen  were  ba^ 
niihed,  the  ientiments  of  all  ranks  were  de- 
graded, their  courage  enervated,  and  their 
talents  deprefled. 

Almofl  in  every  age  the  intercourfe  be^ 
tween  the  throng  and  the  church  has  been 
invariably  amicable.  How  rarely  does  hiftory 
furnifh  us  with  examples  of  the  doors  of 
the  one  being  (hut  to  the  other.  Wif§ 
therefore  were  thpfe  men  who,  in  times 
of  darknefs,  engrafted  their  confequence  on 
the  public  body  of  the  church.  In  no  age 
or  country,  we  may  venture  to  aflert,  was 
the  epifcopal  charader  greeted  with  a  mor^ 
profound  veneration,  than  among  the  turbu- 
lent fons  of  Ruffia.  The  modeft  virtues  of 
the  man  were  difficult  to  be  difcovered,  much 
lefs  to  be  preferved,  in  the  pomp  and  power 
of  the  prelate.  Called  from  the  tranquil 
I  bofom 
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bofom   of  monaftic  folitude  *',  the  chiefs  of 
the  clergy  became  the'fpiritual  and  temporal 
counfeliors  of  their  fovereign  "  j  and  they  fre- 
quently fuftained  the  former  chara£ter  with 
great  advantage  to  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  the  people.     But  the  fuperftitious  preju- 
dices of  their  education  had  gained  too  ftrong 
a  dominion  over  their  mind,  to  enable  them 
greatly  to    improve    and    reform   the    na- 
tional manners  by  a  proper  interpretation  of 
the    precepts   of  divine    revelation.     Fafts, 
vigils,    profternatlons,    feftivals,    and    pro- 
ceffions,  were  held  by  them    to  conflitute 
the  mod   ufeful  and   confpicuous  duties  of 
religion.      Thefe  abfurdities  were    deftlned 
to  fupply  the  place    of  piety   and   meek- 
nefs,    of  harmony    and    univerfal  benevo- 
lence;   and   fuch  has    been  the   deep   root 
which   thefe   unwholefome    practices    have 
taken,    that    the   memory    of   their  fervid 
attachment    to    thefe    outward   ceremonies^ 

'*  The  RufHau  patriarchs  were  in  high  eftimation  wkh 
the  prince  and  the  people  ;  they  ranked  next  to  the  Czar, 
and  were  conftantly  confulted  on  the  important  affairs  of 
the  ftate  ;  neither  peace  nor  war  were  declared  without  their 
advice.  The  words  of  Dr.  King  on  the  Greek  Churchy 
p.  457.  See  likewife  Olearius  on  this  fubjed,  torn*  iii« 
p.  363. 

^*  The  patriarch  Nicon>  the  Betht  of  Ruffia»  even  ven- 
tured  to  excommunicate  his  fovereign  Alexis,  the  father  of 
the  great  Peter  ;  to  fuch  a  height  had  church  authority  ar- 
rived.   See  King  on  the  Greek  Church>  p.  427. 
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flill  lives  in  the  hearts  and  afts  of  many 
a  Ruffian,  who  hz»  been  blefTed  by  the  light 
of  civilization. 

The  grofs  fuperftition  of  the  Ruffians  % 
then  confefTed  and  prayed  before  the  pi£l:ure 
of  a  faint  with  fo  pious  an  ardour,  as  might 
place  them  on  an  odious  parallel  with  the 
ancient   Iconoclafts ;  their  zeal   and   wealth 
were  ever  exercifed  in  adorning  their  houfes 
with  thefe  objedls  of  their  fondeft  devotion  ; 
the  credkion  of  an  image  could  only  be  per- 
mitted within  the  altar  of  the  church ;  and 
thefe  blind  votaries  turned  their  backs   on 
the  liturgy,    to  be  edified  by  the  fight   of 
mute  and  inanimate  idols;  while  fuch  was 
the  ridiculous  jealoufy  of  the  poflcflbrs  of 
inuges,  that  none  but  themfelves  were  fuf- 
fered  to  addrefs  their  vows  to  them  with- 
out   infult,     reproach,    and    compenfation. 
Whenever  the  ficklenefs  of  a  Ruffian   was 
tempted,  in  a  clandeftine  interview,  to  pour 
out  his.  foul  to  the  ecclefiaftical   patron  of 
another,  if  difcovered  in  the  a^  by  the  owner 
of  the  precious  faint,  he  was  fure  to  be  warned 
not  to   repeat  the  atrocious  offence,  but  to 
procure  fome  other  god  to  whom  he  could 
addrefs   his  prayers,  without  infringing   on 

••  Carlifle's  Embaffies,  p«  70,  71.  Dc  Religionc  Ruf- 
forum>  p.  iS.  Olearius,  liv.  iii«  p.  337.  Relatione  de 
Mofcov.  de  Raff.  Barberino,  p.  8. 

Gg  the 
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the  right  of  others  *'.  The  enlightened  judg- 
ment of  the  patriarch  Nicon  at  laft  expelled 
thefe  fymbols  of  paganifm  from  the  houfe  of 
God  ;  yet  by  their  profanation  and  downfall, 
the  tree,  and  not  the  root  of  popular  fuper- 
flition,  was  deftroyed. 

The  mod  torpid  trembled,  the  moft  gentle 
{hook  with  rage,  and  the  mod  rational 
were  fcandallzed  at  the  entrance  of  a  ftran* 
ger  into  their  church,  who  was  known 
to  be  a  heretic ;  yet  private  abhorrence  and 
paffion  were  fometimes  forced  to  yield  to 
public  intereft.  They  difarmed  themfelves 
of  their  panoply  of  prejudices  and  fcruples  in 
favour  of  the  jefuit  Poflevin.  But  this  or- 
thodox fon  of  the  papal  fee  refufed  the  rare 
honour  which  the  refpedl  of  the  Ruffians  had 
granted  fo  unwillingly,  with  a  mind,  the  nerves 
of  which  were  equally  touched  by  the  habits  of 
another  fuperftition  ;  he  profeflfed  to  have  felt 
a  fecret  horror  at  the  bare  idea  of  vifiting  any 
edifice  of  worihip  whofe  minifters  were  not 
confccrated  to  the  fervice  and  honour  of  the 
holy  father **.  Alas!  how  flow  is  the  pro- 
grefs  of  reafon  to  the  fwift  march  of  error. 

*'  **  Comparct  fibi  et  ipfe  altquem  deum>  quem  ad  libitum 
xmplorct  aHenis,non  utatar,"     See  Mayerbcrg,  p.  28 — 87. 

•*  See  Ant,  Poffcv.  Mofcov.  p.  33.  The  German  ambaf- 
fador  Mayerberg  requefled  this  honour,  but  was  refufed* 
See  Iter  in  MotchoYiam,  p.  22. 

It 
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It  18  the  genius  of  fuperftition,  to  enter- 
lain  an  implacable  hatred  to  all  thofe  who 
fcorn  to  bow  before  the  phantoms  of  her 
terrific  creation.  The  Ruffians,  the  faithful 
flaves  of  fuperftition,  difplayed  an  invincible 
repugnance  to  the  fociety  of  a  ftranger.  The 
Latins  they  ftigmatized  under  the  inapplica- 
ble name  of  Bezbojni  or  atheifta  *'.  In  this 
long  night  of  their  religious  fanaticifm  the 
difcernment  of  the  prefent  age  will  however 
allow  fome  merit  to  their  religion,  which 
did  not  conftrain  or  feduce  thoughtlefs 
young  females  to  embrace  a  life  of  folitude  and 
mortification  as  the  price  of  eternal  happi- 
nefs :  few  were  buried  in  the  gloom  of  a  cloif- 
ter,  except  widows,  and  thofe  women 
whofe  hufbands  obliged  them  to  abandon 
the  virtues  of  a  doraeftic  life  *\  The  rigour 
of  the  law  however  compelled  fome  to  re- 
nounce the  world ;  but  amidft  this  clafs  can 
only  be  numbered  thofe  women  whofe  impure 
fms  were  deteded  by  the  jealous  vigilance  o^ 
their  hulbanda  *'. 

In  every  government  whofe  charadleriftic 
feature  is  fuperftition  and  incivility,  the  clergy 
have  poftefted  a  peculiar  influence  on  the 
opinions  of  the  lower  order  of  the  people,  and 

*' Levefquc,  torn,  i v.  p.  138. 

**  Mayerbcrg,  p-  32. 

^'  Olearius,  torn.  i.  liv.  Hi.  p.  24S. 

Q  g  2  the 
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the  Inflammatory  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  has 
been  known  fometimes  to  have  ihaken  the 
firmeft  foundations  of  the  throne ;  the  policy 
of  the  Ruffian  princes  refolutely  difcoun- 
tenanced  and  punifhed  the  freedom  of  public 
preaching ;  familiar  with  no  general  princi* 
pies  of  political  wifdom  and  juftice,  yet  their 
perfonal  fafety  taught  them  to  know  how 
much,  the  paffions  of  an  illiterate  audience 
are  affedted  by  the  difcourfe  of  a  man  whom 
they  recognize  as  the  awful  delegate  of  iOod. 
Yet  the  arguments  by  which  they  (ilenced 
this  facred  trumpet  of  difcord,  and  fometimes 
of  fedition,  will  not  be  deemed  by  impartial 
judges  as  entirely  dcftitute  of  all  reafon. 
They  emphatically  urged  that  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  church  owes  its  origin  to  the 
word  of  God,  which  is  depofited  in  the  fa- 
cred writings  ;  and  that  the  interpretations 
of  the  theologicians  and  preachers  have  been 
the  fource  of  all  thofe  diflentions  which  have 
divided  Chriftianity  into  fo  many  national 
congregations  *"* ;  happy  people,  who  in  reli- 
gious matters  never  betrayed  a  wifh  to  wander 
from  the  beautiful  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel, 
into  the  mazes  of  endlefs  controverfiesand 
metaphyfical  fubtletics. 

The  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  the  Rut- 
fians  rendered  them  a  long  time  ftrangers  to 

^*  Oleariiis,  lorn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  347,  348. 

thole 
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thofe  GonvenienceSy   which   give  additionali 
charms    to   the  intercourfe    of    fociai    life* 
Uader  the  reign  of  Alexis,  wooden  edifices 
ftili  crouded  the  ftreets  of  his  capital  ^^^  whicl) 
in  their  conftrudion  were  alike  devoid  of  harr 
mony  of  parts  and  elegance  of  ornaments. 
A  few  only  diverfified  this  mean  and  taftelefs 
uniformity  with  large  and  well  proportioned 
fronts  of  entire  ftone*'.     The  infide  of  their 
habitations  prefented  none  of  thofe  fplendid 
comforts  which  could  foothe  pride,  or  gratify 
luxury ;  the  common  nakednefs  of  the  walls  ^ 
revealed  the  unpoliflied  character  of  the  peo^ 
pic ;  this  raw  and  difgufting  appearance  was 
however  concealed  in  the  apartments  of  the 
moft  rich  and  refined,  by  the  gilded  leather  of 
Glanders.     The  increafing  luxury  of  the  age 
ftlfo  exchanged    the   hardnefs  of  the   wool 
pillow  for  the  foftnefs  of  the  down ;  but  the 
people,  and  even  the  merchants,  ignorant  of 
thofe  wants  which  require  a  variety  of  ac- 
comtnodation,  ftill    repofed  their  bodies  on 

^  Carllfle'sEinbaiSes,  p.  33 — 135. 

*■  Mayerbcrg,  p.  33. ;  and  Adolphus  Lyfec,  in  a  well- 
turned  fcutence,  tells  us,  <*  Magnatum  tamen  palatia  eC 
mercatorum  sedificiay  lapide  confurgunt  ndagnifica  et  ro- 
bufta/'  See  Relatio  LegaUonis  ad  Ofarum  Mofcovlff^ 
Salifb.  1676,  p,  94. 

^  *'  Farietes  plerumque  nudi  ni(i  ingeniofe  aranec  at- 
tezucrunt  telas."  The  contemptttous  and  farcaftic  ezpref- 
fkou  of  the  angry  Mayerberg. 
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flock  mattreffes,  the  benches,  and  for  the  moft 
part  over  the  ftove  '^ 

In  the  primaeval  ftat6  of  nature^felf- prefer- 
vation  is  the  univerfal  chara£leriftic  of  man ; 
this  inftindive  quality  firft  leads  him  to  pluck 
thofe  fruits  which  are  the  fpontaneous  produce 
of  the  earth  ;  but  if  the  liberality  of  nature  does 
not  adminider  to  his  wants  in  this  way,  he 
endeavours  to  procure  a  fubfiftence  by  the 
fimplearts  of  fifliing  and  hunting;  but  when 
he  advances  by  imperceptible  degrees  from 
this  firft  ftage  of  nature  to  the  higheft  re* 
finements  of  civilization,  when  he  affumes 
the  diftindions  of  titles,  equipage,  and  drefs, 
he  is  no  longer  fatisfied  with  his  former 
mode  of  nourifhment,  but  requires  his  artir 
ficial  appetites  to  be  pleafed  by  e  ftudied  dif- 
ference and  profufion  of  viands  and  fauces* 
The  entertainments  of  the  Ruflians  might  be 
placed  on  the  fame  level  with  their  politenefs 
and  cultivation.  The  meats  and  decorations 
of  their  tables  were  by  no  means  calcn- 
lated  to  gratify  the  eye  and  tafte  of  the 
epicure,  A  cloth,  not  of  the  whiteft  hue 
and  fined  texture,  was  thrown  over  a  long 
and  narrow  table,  one  fpoon  and  fork  fome« 
times  accommodated    the  wants  of  all   the 

*"  Mayerbcrg,  p.  42.     Olearius,  torn,  i,  liy.  iti*   p«  127. 
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guefls,  and  the  mod  diftinguiflicd  perfo- 
nage  only  fat  down  to  a  complete  cover. 
If  we  may  believe  the  teftimony  of  Mayer- 
berg,  the  middle  ranks  of  people  were  con- 
tent to  begin  and  finilh  their  repaft  without 
thofe  neceflary,  and,  among  civilized  people^ 
indifpenfable  appendages  of  an  entertain ment, 
a  table,  napkin,  fork  and  knife  ^'.  The  coarfe 
appetite  of  the  Ruffian  was  little  propitious 
to  the  progrefs  much  lefs  perfedioh  of  the 
culinary  art.  In  cold  and  boiled  meats  fea- 
foned  with  vinegar  and  raw  onions,  abun- 
dance of  dried  fi(h,  falads,  and  herbs,  may  be 
comprifed  the  principal  articles  of  their  fimple 
diet.  Yet  this  repaft,  which  might  fuit  the 
palate  of  a  hermit,  and  excite  the  praife  of  a 
ftoic,  was  fucceeded  by  fuch  copious  draughts 
of  mead'*,  the  northern  nedtar",  and  of 
quafs  '*,  as  never  failed  to  overpower  their 

'■  *'  QrhiSf  mappula,  culter,  &  furcula,  praeter  pro- 
ceres,  nuUi.^^  He  is  very  difFiife  in  his  defcription  of  the 
poverty  and  unclean] inefs  of  a  Ruflian  dinner,  p.  19—36 — 
4a.     OleariaSy  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.   p.  22 8^  229. 

'*  '*  Medo  liquor  Fermentatus,  quam  quafTeiz  indigence 
appellant.*'  See  Janfonius,  Vetus  Mofcovice  Defcriptio. 
Urbium  Septentrionalium  Europx  Tabuke,  Amft.  1657- 
Fol. 

"'^  The  appropriate  words  of  Warton,  in  his  learned  and 
ingenious  Hiftory  of  Englifti  Poetry,  vol.  i.  diflertation  i. 

'♦  The  curious  may  fee  Dr.  Guthrie's  Inllruftions  for  the 
preparations  of  this  favourite  beverage  of  the  Ruffians  ia 
the  Ixviiith  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranf!iaions  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  for  the  year  1778,  part  ii. 
p.  627,628. 
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reafen,  &nd  ofteudmes  ferved  to  inflame  their 
falTion  to  deeds  of  violencts  and  bloodflied  ^\ 
This  lade  for  ftrong  liquors  is  too  inherent 
in  the  human  fpecies,  not  to  have  vifited  the 
Ruflians  ;  fmce  man,  whether  he  finds  his 
abode  in  warm  or  frigid  regions,  has  been 
equally  under  the  dominion  of  this  compa« 
bionable  vice.  Yet  thefe  accounts  of  the 
fcanty  meannefs  of  their  entertainments  muft 
be  weighed  with  a  cautious  fufpicion.  The 
Jefuit  Poflevin  has  declared,  and  in  this  cafe 
the  teftimony  of  an  enemy  is  furely  prefer* 
able  to  that  of  a  friend,  that  the  table  of 
Ivan  difplayed  all  the  pride  of  luxury  and 
magnificence ;  and  our  readers  will  recoiled 
the  reception  of  Chancellor  confirms  this  at 
fertion ;  whilft  fo  alluring  an  example  muft 
have  procured  fome  imitators  amidft  the 
wealthy  nobles  of  the  ftate^*.  Perhaps  the 
obfervation  may  be  juft,  that  thefe  embaf- 
fadors,  excluded  from  all  focial  intercourfc 
with  the  beil  houfcs,  by  the  ftrong  diflike  of 
the  Ruflians  to  foreigners,  have,  exaggerated 
thefe  accounts  of  their  living  with  the  pen- 
cil of  prejudice  or  ignorance. 

'*  "  Ex  immodcr^to  quo  Rufli  ardent  bibendi  ftudio 
provenit,  ut  in  rixas,  liomicidia,  aliaque  £ce2era  facile  pro« 
Jabamur."     Lyfec,  p.  99. 

7*  In  the  magnificent  entertainment  given  bf  Alexis  t0 
the  Earl  of  Carliflc,  there  is  no  apparent  decline  of  tbc  na- 
tional opulence  and  fplendour.  See  A  Relation  of  Three 
Embaffies,  p.  292. 
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Vanity,  which  has  poured  forth  fuch  pro- 
fufe  opulence  to  many  of  her  fervants,  in 
nations  where  the  various  and  intricate  forms 
of  daily  drefs  have  been  ftudied  with  the 
niceft  care,  was  reftridted  to  very  narrow 
bounds  amidft  the  inelegant  Ruffians ;  their 
common  apparel  was  only  remarkable  for 
coarfenefs,  fimplicity,  and  flovenlinefs.  It 
was  in  days  of  ceremonies  and  in  feafts 
of  the  court  that  the  Ruffian  threw  off  hia 
garments,  to  aiTume  a  fplendour  of  attire 
which  might  emulate  the  gorgeous  finery 
of  the  Afiatic.  Gold  and  diamonds  then 
gave  a  dazzling  luftre  to  their  valuable  furs ; 
thofe  whom  poverty  hindered  from  calling 
fuch  coftly  ornaments  their  own,  yet  con- 
trived to  maintain  a  no  lefs  glittering  appear- 
ance in  robes,  bonnets,  peliffes,  cymitars,  and 
chains  of  gold,  borrowed  from  the  wardrobe 
of  the  Czar,  From  this  depofitary  of  port- 
able riches,  thofe  who  leaft  poffeffed  the  en- 
joyments of  fortune  were  accuftomed  to  pro- 
cure ornaments,  to  deck  their  fturdy  perfons 
in  the  pomp  of  feftivals,  embaffies,  and  mar- 
riages. Yet  if  careleflhefs  or  defign  loft, 
ftole,  or  damaged,  thefe  borrowed  and  fuperb 
appendages  of  drefs,  the  body  and  the  purfe 
were  inevitably  doomed  to  atone  for  the  of- 
fence ^'.     For  the  punilhment  of  the  knoot 

was 

77  u  3^(1  caveat  is,  quicumque  fuerit*  ne  motuatas  Teftes 
laceret,   aut  cotnmaculct;  neve  ex  gemmis  aliquam  fub- 
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was  a  word  which  could  be  found  with  equa! 
facility  in  the  vocabulary  of  the  highefl  and 
lowed  Ruffian. 

But  in  all  the  refinements  of  pompous  or 
fenfual  luxury,  in  her  full  blaze  of  meridian 
fplendour,  the  covetoufnefs  and  pride  of  Ruf* 
fia  muft  deplore  the  lofs  of  thofe  immenfc 
treafures  which  {he  guarded  with  paren- 
tal aflfedion  until  the  flames  of  civil  war 
had  confumed  the  perfon  of  Demetrius. 
This  prodigious  hoard  of  wealth  had  been 
gradually  heaped  together  by  the  fuccefs  of 
valour,  the  induflry  of  commerce,  and  the 
extortion  of  plunder,  for  the  difgraceful  pur- 
pofe  of  enriching  the  memorable  triumph  of 
the  Poles.  A  minute  narrative  of  their  ge- 
neral depredations,  when  they  proudly  trod 
on  the  necks  of  the  Ruflians,  could  be 
perufed  with  little  amufement  and  lefs  in- 
ftrudlion.  One  inftance  will  therefore  be 
fufEcient  to  convey  fome  idea  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  their  rapacious  opprefllon ;  their 
facrilegious  hands  defpoiled  the  principal 
church  of  Mofcow  '*  of  the  following  mo- 
numents of  her  idolatry :  the  ftatues  of 
our   Lord   Jefus    and   his   Twelve  Apoftles 


trabati  vel  amitt^ty  ditmnum  cnim  quodcumque  cara  «fi»- 
mation^,  rependere,  et  culpx  fuse,  vel  iiegligentiK  poenam 
per  fuftuarium  lucre  debcbit."  Maycrberg,  p.  31.  Sec 
aJfb  Guagninif  p.  181. 

^"^  Levefque>  torn.  iv.  p.  145. 
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fafhioned  to  the  Hze  of  nature,  and  founded 
of  the  purcft  gold  j  a  plentiful  number  of 
tables  of  the  richeft  materials  and  the  moft 
curious  workmanfhip,  with  a  multitude  of 
confecrated  veflels  embofled  with  a  profu- 
fion  of  pearls  and  diamonds.  la  this  irre- 
trieveable  pillage  of  the  capital,  a  proper  at- 
tention was  paid  to  the  gold  and  jewels, 
which  lay  irregularly  piled  up  in  the  treafury 
of  the  Czar  ^^  Thefe  ineftimable  memorials 
of  former  achievements,  were  converted  with- 
out delay  to  appeafe  the  raging  avarice  of 
the  vidorious  troops:  Ruflia,  thusftripped  of 
this  accumulated  wealth  of  ages,  has  exhibited 
in  latter  reigns  but  a  lifelefs  trunk  of  her  for- 
mer magnificence. 

The  reader,  who  has  thus  far  accompanied 
us,  will  perceive  that  the  Ruffians,  even  of 
the  higheft  diftindion,  were  little  conver- 
fant  with  any  of  thofe  domeftic  conveniences 
which  are  fo  daily  enjoyed  by  the  people  of 
middle  ranks,  in  countries  rich  in  all  the 
arts  which  improve  and  adorn  life.  In  the 
century  under  review,  their  chief  luxury  was 
derived  from  the  ufe  of  their  baths,  which^ 
as  they  fo  much  contributed  to  their  health, 
were  to  be  found  in  every  town  for  the  in- 
difcriminate  accommodation  of  both  fcxes* 


7'  Qlearius,  torn.  i.  liv.  iii.  p.  272. 
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Their  peculiar  coQftru£tion,  and  the  great 
ufe  made  of  them  in  all  feafons  of  the  yeaf, 
are  two  circumftanccs  which  merit  defcrip- 
tion*  They  were  clofe  rooms,  heated  with 
furnaces  to  a  prodigious  degree ;  and  to  in- 
creafe  the  greater  excitation  of  the  vapours, 
cold  water  was  occafionally  caft  upon  theftove; 
feveral  benches  were  fixed  at  Tome  diftance 
above  each  other,  which  yielded  different  de- 
'  grees  of  heat  moft  grateful  to  their  fenfations, 
Upon  thefe  benches  they  ftretched  themfelves 
in  a  ftate  of  perfedl  nakednefs :  after  they  had 
fufEciently  fweated  by  means  of  thefe  hot 
vapours,  which  were  diffufed  all  over  the 
bath,  their  bodies  were  well  waflied  with 
fome  warm  water,  or  with  fome  liquor,  and 
rubbed  over  with  a  plentiful  quantity  of 
herbs:  to  recruit  their  ftrength  with  fome 
fpirituous  liquor  was  their  next  concern ;  for 
their  frame  was  fo  much  weakened  by  profufc 
perfpiraiion,  that  fometimes  they  fell  into  a 
fwoon.  But  Mayerberg,  who  is  an  accurate 
-  ubferver  of  the  Ruffian  cuftoms  when  the 
clouds  of  prejudice  do  not  obfcure  his  fight, 
has  remarked  in  his  account  of  their  baths, 
that  when  their  bodies  have  been  rubbed  with 
a  fmall  bundle  of  beech  leaves,  and  are  in 
the  moft  heated  ftate  from  the  effeds  of  the 
vapour,  they  plunged  into  the  river;  and 
■wlien  it  w;is  frozen,  they  rubbed  and  cleaned 

them- 
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themfelves  in  the  fnow  as  with  fomc  foap, 
re-entered  the  baths,  and  repeatedly  under- 
went this  fudden  change  of  heat  and  cold, 
without  the  leift  injury  to  the  powers  of  the 
mind  or  body  •^ 

As  the  native  fiercenefs  of  the  Ruffians  was 
infenfibly  abated  by  the  progrefs  of  civiliza- 
tion, fome  gleams  of  hope  and  comfort  be* 
gan  to  break  in  upon  that  domeftic  flave  of 
imperious  man,  weak,  helplefs,  mifer^ble,  and 
degraded  woman.  Though  ftill  under  the 
fcourge  of  that  illiberal  defpotifm  which 
eaftern  jealoufy  had  impofed,  and  Ruffian 
aufterity  followed,  the  various  hardships  of 
their  condition  were  in  fome  degree  miti- 
gated by  the  privilege  of  vifiting  the  church 
and  their  ncareft  relatives :  yet  thefe  enviable 
prerogatives  were  only  communicated  to  the 
bigheft  orders  of  the  handfome  and  well- 
ihaped  Ruffians  *" ;  the  lower  clafs  of  wo- 
men ftill  trembled  and  bowed  before  the  rod 
of  their  domeftic  tyrants :  repeated  blows 
were  ftill  the  moft  flattering  marks  of  con- 
fidence and  efteem,  which  they  experienced 

'*  See,  for  this  oppofite  relation  of  the  effefls  of  the  baths^ 
Cariiile's  Embaffies,  p.  53,  54.    Iter  inMofcov.   p.  46. 

"  Both  01earius>  torn.  i.  Yiv.  iii*  p.  19^.  and  the  author 
of  Oarlille  Embaffies,  p.  40.  ftj'le  them  handfome  and  well* 
proportioned :  yet  firoJh  a  very  paltry  motive,  Mayerberg 
can  only  allow  himfelf  to  fay>  **  nullo  detarpeatur  natttm 
4?fcan,"  p.  45. 
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from  the  humanity  and  afieflion  of  their 
hufbands;  while  fuch  was  their  amazing 
patience,  that  a  woman  of  mafculine  ftrength 
has  repeatedly  received  the  blows  of  her 
hufb^nd**,  without  the  fainteft  murmur, 
much  lefs  offer  of  retaliation,  which  her 
paflioris  might  have  fo  well  pardoneil,  and 
commended  as  an  ad  of  juftice.  Our  ado- 
nifhment  is  therefore  little  excited  to  learn, 
that  thefe  wretched  outcafts  of  fociety,  when- 
ever invention  or  neceffity  procured  them  a 
temporary  "  efcape  from  men,  whofe  actions 
fo  much  abufed  the  civil  authority,  fwallowed 
intoxicating  liquors  with  as  little  decency 
and  moderation  as  their  hulbands  *\  and  from 
the  united  fpirit  of  revenge  or  wantonnefs, 

•*  The  celebrated  author  of  the  Lettres  Perfannes,  ax^ 
ieTeral  other  writers,  would  teach  us  to  believe,  that  the 
Ruffian  women  imagined  themfelves  (lighted,  unleft  they 
fek  the  (Uck  of  their  hu(bands>  and  that  each  blow  was  re- 
garded as  an  additional  token  of  their  love.  But  we  cannot 
fo  readily  confent  to  degrade  the  female  fex  in  any  part  of 
the  world- 

*^  We  tranfcribe,  though  we  are  flow  to  accredit^  the  fol- 
lowing treatment  of  a  woman,  and  the  criminal  laxity  of 
the  Ruffian  law.  A  hufband,  after  having  unmercifully  beat 
his  wife,  forced  her  to  put  on  a  (htft  dipt  in  brandy,  to 
which  he  fet  fire,  and  burnt  her  to  death.  The  writer  alfo 
adds,  that  no  profecution  was  commenced  againft  the  maa 
for  his  wife's  murder.  See  a  Voyage  to  the  North ;  Lond* 
1706. 

*^  **  In  hac  enim  re  (drinking)  Q.  maritos  non  vtiicant, 
certe  non  funt  iUis  iaferiores.''  De  Rcligione  Ruffonun,  ^c« 
p.  249. 
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lometlmes  defcended  to  the  infamy  of  pro-* 
ftitutes. 

The  freedom  of  the  mind,  the  offspring  of 
every  noble  and  juft  fentiment,  will  fym- 
pathize  with  thofe  females,  whofe  unhappy 
deftiny  placed  them  as  the  daughters  of 
the  Czar.  Entombed  in  monafteries  and 
palaces,  their  vain  and  unwelcome  great* 
nefs  for  ever  denied  them  the  rational  en- 
joyments of  honourable  love  '* ;  and  fuch 
was  the  peculiar  feverity  of  their  fate,  that 
they  were  not  only  forced  to  violate  the 
laws  of  nature,  by  a  life  of  celibacy,  but 
rarely  indulged  with  the  innocent  vifits  of 
their  kindred.  Solitude  is  the  parent  of 
ftudy,  but  their  poor  education  could  not  un- 
lock the  countlefs  treafure  of  facred  and  pro- 
fane learning  to  cheer  the  dull  uniformity  of 
their  ftate.  What  did  life  then  prefent  to 
them  ?  nought  but  a  forrowful  youth,  and 
long  and  horrible  old  ^ge. 

The  hours  of  the  Czarinas  rolled  heavily 
along,  equally  unacquainted  as  their  daughters 
with  the  various  pleafures  of  focial  life ;  even 
in  the  painful  ftruggles  of  illnefs,  they  were  ftill 
doomed  to  be  tormented  by  the  cruel  and  ri- 
diculous jealoufy  of  their  royal  hufbands. 
When  the  wife  of  the  Czar  Alexis  was  at- 

•*  Dc  Rcb.  Mofchov.  lib.  ii.  cap.  vi.  p.  99.    Maycrbepg, 

P-44- 
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tacked  with  a  malady^  which  balHed  the 
{kill  and  attention  of  common  an,  a  profef- 
for  of  the  healing  fcience  was  called  to  the 
royal  palace  for  her  relief,  yet  the  inhuman 
policy  or  faflidioufnefs  of  the  Czar  deprived 
him  of  afcertaining  with  any  degree  of  pre- 
cifion  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  difeafe, 
by  a  feclufion  of  light  from  the  fick  cham- 
ber, and  by  an  exprefs  order  for  the  phyfi- 
eian  to  feel  through  a  veil  the  pulfe  of  his  pa« 
tient    . 

The  calumny,  or  ignorance  of  fome  French 
authors,  have  dared  to  infmuate  fufpicions 
by  no  means  favourable  to  the  honour  of  the 
Ruffian  princes,  and  to  the  purity  of  their 
wives ;  but  from  the  ample  fund  of  foreign 
&nd  domeftic  materials  which  compofe  the 
hiftory  of  Ruffia,  we  can  colled  no  example 
which  ihould  teach  us  to  believe,  that  any 
foyereign  ever  wilfully  difgraced  the  honour 
of  a  hufband,  by  fuffering  his  wife,  amidft 
the  miferies  of  her  fequeftered  ftate,  to  forget 
the  chaftity  of  her  perfon. 

Ignorance  reduces  both  nations  and  iodi- 
"tiduals  to  a  narrow  circle  of  exiftence  in  the 
commercial  and  political  world,  the  book  of 
nature  and  man  is  invifible  to  their  groft 
fight,  and  the  miftaken  fenfe  of  their  own 

••  Maycrberg,  p.  88. ' 
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importance  infpires  them  with  an  utter  con« 
tempt  of  foreiga  arts,  power,  language,   and 
manners.     This  obfervation  is  peculiarly  ap- 
plicable to  the  Ruffians  at  the  opening  of  the 
feventeenth  century;    circumfcribed    within 
the  bounds   of  their  own  country,   dazzled 
by  the  fplendour  and   funk  by  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  Czar,  their  (hallow  minds  were 
accuftomed  to  aflbciate  the  idea  of  inferiority 
with  that  of  ftranger ;  and   the  ambafladors 
of  this  nation  of  flaves,  in  the  vain  notions  of 
the  fupremacy  of  their  matter,  with  an  un- 
becoming zeal,  urged  their  claims  to  greater 
refped  and  diftindion  than  thofe  of  other 
powers.     We  can  pardon  the  vanity  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  in  affixing  the  name  of 
barbarians  to  ftrangers,  from  the  confidera* 
tion    of  fuperior.  genius,  talents,  tafle,  and 
refinement;  but  that  a  people,  the   laft  of 
mankind  in  every  liberal  fludy  which  can 
enlarge  the  human  mind,  in  every  work  of 
national  honour  and  benefit,  (hould  have  pre- 
fumed  to  call  foreigners  Niemet%  (dumb)  *% 
who  could  not  comprehend  their  barbarous 
difcourfe,  was  a  fpecies  of  folly  and  madoels 
which  can  only  be  mentioned  with  pity  and 
contempt. 

The  dark  and  fanguinary  foul  of  barba- 
rian defpotifm  is  open  to   every  fufpicioa 

**  Su^lenberg>  pr335- 
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jig^nft  thofe  who  are  not  bound  from  »Ite-f 
gjjuicc  tp  fpcak  wUl>  the  per^dious  voice  of 
flattery,  or  to  copceal  their  fupcrior  know- 
ledge in  the  arts  and  iaftitutiqns  of  civil  life. 
The  face  of  t]ie  Ruf&^n  coi^rt  wprjs  the  con- 
fUnt  features  of  diftruO;  toward^  all  (irangersi 
V^^  the  ^eedom  of  an  ambafTador  was  fre^ 
qupntly  chapged  into  the  dependent  condi- 
tioij  of  a  prifonfr  by  their  precaution  *% 
Whep  Poflevin  departed  froipi  Ivan,  to  af- 
fuage  the  dangerous  ?tmbitioQ  pf  hi^  royat 
enpniyf  Stephen  Battori,  he  left  two  priefts 
^Wged  with  the  alTairs  of  hta  legation: 
thefe  rcprefentatives  of  the  Jefuit  were  <:on- 
fined  to  a  chamber  in  Mofcow,  which  ex- 
hibited an.  aJtar  fpr  their  devotions,  a  table 
adapted  to  tjie  purpof<js  of  writing,  and  beds 
for  their  reppfe.  Tturee  oncers,  and  as  many 
peafants,  i&oi^nted  guard  at  the  ga^e,  to  watch 
over  the  motions  of  the  captives.  In  this 
ftate  of  imprifonnie^^t  they  pafled  four  months 
and  a  half,  during  the  whole  of  which  time 
t;hey  but  twice  tailed  the  fweetnefs  of  the 
open  air ;  and  even  this  poor  indulgence  was 
granted,  with  reluctance,  and  watched  by  the 
fame  attendance.  A  catholic  who  exercifed 
the  lucrative  profeffion  of  a  phyfician  in  this 
lavage  realm,  petitioAcd  ta  fee  one  of  thefe 

"  I-evefquc,  toxn.  i7#  p.  148,  *49. 
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|)riefts^  frbm  his  defire  to  perforin  a  folemn 
b6l  of  his  religion  ;  but  he  was  admonifhed 
not  to  repeat  the  requeft,  if  he  valued  the 
length  of  his  exiftence  *•* 

The  conduct  of  Alexis^  who  in  other  re^ 
fpe£ts  \^as  retnarkable  for  a  generous  cle^ 
mency  and  moderation  of  temper,  two  vit^ 
tues  rarely  to  be  difcovered  as  attendants  on  the 
throne  of  defpotifm,  was  fwayed  by  the  fam<: 
unmanly  fufpicions  and  fears*  Mayerberg^ 
ambaiTador  of  the  emperor  Leopold,  has  de* 
fcribed  the  date  of  Ruflia  about  the  middle 
of  the  feventeenth  century ;  though  his  narra- 
tive is  ftaitied  with  fome  prejudices,  yet  moft 
of  his  obfervations  are  fpirited  and  correct* 
From  hi&  brief  hiftory  we  learn,  that  the  law 
of  nations  was  fliil  violated  in  the  Ruffian 
court:  it  was  dangerous  even  for  the  fub- 
miffive  natives  to  gaze  on  the  palace  which 
contained  the  formidable  perfon  of  Mayer* 
berg  and  his  colleague;  and  the  flrangers  who 
fpught  them  were  generally  difmifled  by 
the  troops  who  mounted  guard  at  their  gate; 
whilft  women  of  every  defcription  were  ftriifUy 
forbid  to  enter  their  apartments.  Their  un« 
jnflifiable  circumfpedion  at  lad  reached  to 
fuch  a  height,  as  to  prevent  them  exchanging 
a  free  communication  with  their  own  court  i 

••  "  Itaque  ni  vcKs  m^erfici,  cave  fis,  nt  aiiiplitift  Hhi  pro- 
ponas.**  Ant.  Poffcv.  Mofcov.  p.  38. 
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the  letters  which  they  fent,  and  thofe  which 
they  Ihould  have  received,  were  alike  inter- 
cepted. In  the  courfe  of  this  fettered  embafly, 
Mayer  berg  lay  ftretched  on  the  bed  of  ficknefa. 
The  phy  ficians  of  the  court  had  fair  pretenfions 
to  experience  and  pradlice ;  but  the  fufpi- 
cious  policy ,  of  Alexis  made  their  vifits  fo 
difficult  *%  that  the  ambaflador  was  forced  to 
truft  his  returning  health  to  the  management 
of  nature  ***.  The  fame  odious  language  of 
fufpicion  and  reflraint  was  fpoken  to  the  am- 
bafTadors  in  the  fatal  admlniftration  of  Sophia, 
the  beauteous  and  afpiring  fifter  of  the  more 
afpiring  Peter,  The  Boyars,  and  all  thofe 
who  filled  any  civil  or  military  employments, 
were  commanded  to  obferve  the  fame  ftudied 
diftance  to  thefe  exalted  ftrangers.  The  in- 
fringement of  this  mandate  could  only  be 
effedled  by  the  fecrecy  of  night ;  and  perhaps, 
if  deteded,  with  the  payment  of  their  life  **. 
The  enlightened  views  of  her  brother  dif- 
carded  a  fyftem  fo  evidently  founded  on  the 
crumbling  bafis  of  fear  and  ignorance ;  and 
by  his  own  courtefy  and  liberality  of  man- 
ners, taught  his  fubjefts  to  invite  ftrangers 

••  Yet  Maycrbeg,  in  his  charader  of  this  prince,  ftyks  htm 
manjwtui  et  ckmeni^  p.  6x. 
9«  Maycrbcrg,  p.  44-  47«  95- 
»*  See  Carliile  EmbafCes,  p.  141. 
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to  their  tables,  under  the  avowed  principle 
of  hofpitality  and  friendfliip* 

A  writer,  who  has  analyfed  the  fpirit  of 
all  laws,  defines  the  political  liberty  of 
the  fubjedl  to  be  a  tranquillity  of  mind  ari- 
fing  from  the  opinion  each  perfon  entertains 
of  his  own  fafety  '*.  The  large'  fize  of  Mof- 
cow,  and  the  fatal  experience  of  a  lorig  feries 
of  noflurnal  murders,  (hewed  to  the  wifdom 
of  latter  princes  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  ap- 
pointing a  number  of  the  mod  diftinguiffied, 
noblemen  *'  to  guard  over  the  fafety,  order, 
and  peace  of  the  licentious  city.  To  them 
were  entrufted  the  important  fundtions  of 
protedling  the  perfons  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  capital,  and  efta- 
blifliing  fafeguards  againft  fires,  robbers,  and 
difturbances.  Each  of  thefe  magiftrates  had 
his  fixed  department,  and  were  afTifted  by  a 
certain  number  of  inferior  officers  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  laborious  duties.  The 
policy  of  Alexis  eftabliftied  guards  in  all  the 
highways;  it  was  their  province  to  arreft 
every  paffenger  who  purfued  his  way  at  mid- 
night, unlefs  attended  by  the  light  of  a  torch 
or  lantern.  Their  vigilance  enfured  fafety 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  but  its  pre^ 
cindls  flill  required  to  be  vifited  by  the  flrong 

**  Montefquieu — L'Efprit  des  Loix,  liv.  zi*   cap.  Yif 
♦'  Levcfquc,  torn.  iv.  p.  150,  151. 
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arm  of  defpotic  power.  The  inftitution  ofa 
regular  police  is  indebted  for  its  birth  to  the 
fagacity  ofPeterj  its  prefent  perfedion  •*  to 
that  extraordinary  woman  Catharine  the 
.  fecond,  who  was  endowed  with  a  genius  to 
conceive  the  nobleft  undertakings,  with  wealth 
to  execute  them,  and  with  judgment  to  at-j 
tend  to  the  minuted  details  of  civil  policy. 

It  may  be  reafonably  doubted,  whether 
oftentation  or  policy  were  the  firft  inventors 
of  that  ftriking  magnificence  which  from  time 
immemorial  difilnguilhed  the  courts  of  the 
ifaft.  In  the  eyes  of  a  philofopher,  fuch 
pageantry  is  odious ;  but  the  flatefm^n  will 
defcant  with  pleafure  on  the  merits  of  a 
fyftem  which  ever  awes  the  turbulent  fpirit 
of  the  populace,  and  confpires  to  render  fu-r 
preme  raajefty  no  lefs  an  obje£k  of  fear  thaa 
of  veneration :  both  vanity  and  art  may  be 
faid  to  have  concurred  in  inftigating  the 
Ruffian  monarchs  to  imitate,  equal,  and  at 
lafl  furpafs  their  Afiatic  maflers  in  the 
,  difplay   of   public    fplendour.       from    the 

Cpnfufed  mafs  of  their  pompous  fhows,  we 
{hall  klcGt  the  reception  of  ambaffadors  a« 

«*  Sec  a  defer!  ption  of  the  police  in  the  reign  of  Catharine} 
Tooke,  Yol.  i.  p.  440,  441.  Qut  to  fee  the  powers  of  Ca* 
(harine's  mind  entirely  exerciied  in  the  parfuit  of  real  great* 
nefS)  perufe  her  Reglements  ^ar  I'Adminiftration  des  Gou* 
verncmenu  deTfiniptre  des  Hufies;  at  Leige,  1777. 
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the  ttioft  auguft  of  their  deftiWbhitti  and  tW 
moft  gratifying  to  the  va*3*y  of  royi! 
greatnefs.  When  thefc  reprefeatitives  of  in^ 
dependent  foverergns  reached  thfe'  frbntief'S  of 
Ruflia,  the  attention  of  the  Czar  difpatched 
the  Priftaf,  whofe  rank,  authority,  and  vari-i 
ous  fundions  we  haiv6  already  defineated,  to 
join  their  ftately  train.  Qn^  thtit  approach 
to  the  royal  city,  theiy  vrttc  CdthVnitted  t6 
the  fuperintending  care  of  aYitither  Priffaf,  of 
more  exalted  rank  anrf  pow6r/  To  this*  of- 
ficer was  afligned  the  diftingililhing  dignity 
ci  afluihing,  for  a  time,  the  p'effon  and  titled 
of  his  moft  gracioas  fovereign :  he  fupportedf 
this  high  honour  by  a  multiplicity  of  trifling} 
forms,  which  it  was  almoft  a  ftudy  to  coni- 
prehend,  and  a  certam  puni(hment  to  ne-» 
glea•^ 

When  they  drew  near  to  the  eiid  of  their 
journey,  a  chofen  band  of  the  ihoA  iUuftri- 
ous  Boyars,  and  the  great  officers  of  the  ftate, 
clothed  on  this  occafion  in  robes  of  gold  and 
Alver,  and  mounted  upon  fteeds,  whofe 
houfings,  bridles,  and  ornaments  of  gold  and 
precious  ftones,  revealed  the  riches  of  their 
p^after,  came  in  flow  and  folemn  proceflSoil 

^*  See  in  Carlifle  Embaffies,  p.  151 »  132^9  the  ridicnlotti 
i]li)>ute  betw^n  this  PHfl&ffadd  the  ambaflador*  wbo  Aoold 
firfl;  icome  out  of  th$ir  fiedge»  and  the  curious  manner  of 
its  adjuilment* 
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to  condud  thefe  honourable  ftrangfsrs  \o 
their  refidence.  The  roads  and  ftreets  of 
the  city  were  lined  with  gazing  multitudes, 
who  were  taught  to  reCped  the  prefenpe  of 
their  fuperiors  by  a  mofl;  rigid  difcipline :  in 
this  attraftive  fpedkacle,  the  ambaiTadqrs  ex- 
pofed  their  perfons  to  public  curipfity  in- 
yelled  with  all  the  enfignia  of  their  dignities. 
Thetedioulhefs  of  their  march,  and  the  variety 
of  the  ceremonies,  which  were  performed 
with  the  mod  fcrupulous  exadnefs,  fome* 
times*  delayed  their  entrance  into  the  capital 
until  the  clofe  of  the  evening.  The  face  of 
Mofcow  was  then  illuminated  by  fuch  a  pro^ 
fufion  of  torches,  as  ferved  ftill  more  to 
difplay  the  richnefs  of  their  habits  in  the  fight 
of  the  admiring  crowd. 

After  this  brilliant  appearance,  fo  delight- 
ful  to  the  foul  of  vanity,  their  palace  became 
their  prifon,  and  even  after  their  firft  inter- 
view with  majefty,  their  perfonal  freedom 
was  ftill  limited  to  the  ftrects  and  environs, 
and  to  the  exercife  of  the  chace.  The  fame 
prohibition  to  a  free  intercourfe  with  natives 
and  ftrangers  ftill  exifted ;  although  their 
public  declarations  profeffed  to  have  abolifhed 
a  law  fo  defpicable  in  its  origin,  fo  oppreflive 
in  its  application. 

The  day  of  audience  was  announced  in 
the  evening  to  the  ambafladors ;  and,  the  fame 

inform- 
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iofprmation  repeated  in  the  following  morn- 
ing; an  efcprt,  whofe  numbers  were  faftidioufly 
Dae^fured  to  thpir  monarch's  efteem  or  conr 
tf  mpt  of  thpfe  nations  which  the  ambafla- 
dors  reprefented>  prepeded  their  way  to  the 
imperial  palace.  The  fplendid  apparel  of 
t|ieir  guards  was  admirably  calculated  to  in* 
fpire  the  ftranger  with  a  moft  lofty  idea  of 
the  magnificence  of  the  Ruffian  fovereign: 
rich  fable  furs  adorned  their  perfons ;  on  their 
bonnets  were  profufely  fcattered  the  moft 
cpftly  gems,  and  their  halberds  glittered  with 
gold  and  filver*  On  their  arrival  at  the  palace, 
an  officer  in  the  firft  department  of  the  crown, 
accompanied  by  a  fecretary,  defcended  to 
receive  them  at  the  foot  of  the  veftibule ; 
another  flave  of  pomp  prefented  himfelf  at  the 
ftair-cafe,  and  a  third  was  ftationed  at  the 
door  which  opened  an  accefs  to  the  prefence* 
In  their  vain  fcience  of  form  and  ceremony, 
this  was  termed  the  fmall,  the  middle,  and 
great  meeting:  but  this  third  falutation  was 
an  honour  which  only  awaited  princes  whofe 
rank  and  power  commanded  their  deepeft 
reverence. 

In  the  firft  hall,  which  led  to  a  long  feries 
of  magnificent  apartments,  ftood  the  Dvo- 
rians,  a  fplendid  train  of  (laves,  whofe  duties 
were  to  attend  the  Czar  in  his  hours  of  ftatc 
aud  privacy :  with  thefe  appeared  a  number 

of 
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of  old  men,  chofen  among  the  chief  mem- 
bers of  commerce,  whofe  white  beards  and 
fumptuous  habits  gave  them  an  afpeft  at 
once  venerable  and  majeftic.  The  hall  of 
audience  was  covered  with  a  carpet  of  in- 
eftimable  value  :  here  reigned  the  moft  pro- 
found and  imprcffive  filence.  Around  this 
hall  were  feated  two  hundred  Boyars,  and 
other  illuftrious  perfonages,  whofe  drefles 
of  velvet  were  almoft  concealed  by  the  abun- 
dance of  gold,  filver,  and  jewels  ;  .their  bon- 
nets were  formed  of  black  fox,  the  moft  rare 
and  valuable  of  all  fkins  **.  From  a  throne 
refplendent  with  filver,  which  was  raifed 
feven  or  eight  fteps  above  the  ground,  the 
Czar  beheld  the  gratifying  fight  of  fervile 
pomp :  his  robe,  his  tunic,  and  crown  of 
pyramidical  form,  furmounted  with  a  crofs, 
dazzled  the  obferver's  eye  by  their  precious 
ornaments.  The  fceptre,  of  the  fame  value, 
almoft  oppreffed  the  hand  of  royalty  from  its 
xnaffy  weight  '^ ;  near  his  facred  perfon  was 
alfo  placed   that   other    enfign  of    royalty, 

••  The  fkins  of  black  foxes  have  obtained  the  price  of 
eighty  rubles.  3ee  a  fmall  pamphlet,  intitledi  Some  ctiri- 
ous  Obfervations  on  the  ProduQs  of  RuOIa,  by  Henry  Will, 
Ludolf,  Lond.  169S  ;  and  likewife  Voyages  en  divers  Euts, 
per  Perc  Avril,  p.  I40« 

'»'  *'  Si  pefant  que  pour  fe  foulager,  il  faUoit  que  dc  fois 
a  autre  i)  le  changeat  de  mainf"  Olearias,  torn.  i.  liv»  i. 
P«43- 
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the  globe.  According  to  the  importance 
of  the  embafly,  one  or  two  young  noblemen 
ftood  by  the  fupreme  power,  in  bufkios  of 
fnowy  whitenefs,  in  robes  of  ermine,  or 
fine  damafk ;  a  chain  of  gold  hung  on  their 
necks,  and  a  filver  hatchet  was  carelefsly 
thrown  acrofs  their  (houlders.  When  the 
facerdotal  dignity  of  the  patriarch  aiQfted  ^ 
this  pompous  exhibition,  his  feat,  covered 
with  black  velvet,  was  honourably  raifed  on 
the  right  of  his  fovereign :  on  his  pontifical 
robes  were  diftribqted  a  profufion  of  pearls  ' 

and  diamonds ;  by  his  fide  fat  the  metro- 
politan, and  other  ecclefiafticai  dignitaries, 
whom  he  had  named  to  be  prefent  at  this 
interview.  The  credentials  were  carried  in 
a  piece  of  cloth,  and  their  prefents  were 
offered,  according  to  oriental  cuflom,  on 
their  fir  ft  introdudion.  The  gorgeous  fpec- 
tacle  was  concluded  by  the  ambaffadors 
lulvancing  to  l^ifs  the  royal  band;  which 
favour  was  alfo  granted  to  their  officers  *'. 

The  Ruffian  princes  were  now  inftruded 
to  affume  and  exhibit  a  more  regular  difci« 

5*  For  this  reception  and  treatment  of  ambafladors*  fee 
Olearius,  torn.  i.  liv.  i.  p.  34—54. ;  Ant.  Poff.  Mofcov.  54.; 
JtaflEaelc  dc  Barberino,  p.  15 — 20. ;  Lyfec,  p.  48 — 56 ;  Re-  . 
lation  Curieufe  de  la  Mofcovie,  p.  62,  &c« ;  De  Reb*  Mof*  . 
phov.  cap.  xviii.  p.  132,  133.;  Carlifle's  Embaffies,  p.  126 
— 151 — 180— 1B2.;  Sir  Thomas  and  Smyth's  Voyage  into 
^ffiaj  Lend.  1603 ;  and  Levcfqu^^  torn,  iv*  154—159- 

pline 
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pline  and  fkill  in  the  fcience  of  war  againft 
the  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  of  their 
ftate.  It  may  be  recoUeded,  that  the  efta* 
bliihment  of  the  famous  militia  of  the  Strc* 
litzes  derived  its  inftitution  from  the  inven- 
tive and  ambitious  genius  of  the  Czar^Ivan. 
But  like  the  Praetorian  bands  they  foon  be- 
came,  in  the  idlenefs  of  the  capital,  more 
formidable  to  their  mafters  than  to  their  foes : 
they  were  more  diftinguiftied  by  their  fupe- 
rior  privileges  for  commerce,  than  by  the 
greatnefs  of  their  pay.  It  was  the  cuftom 
for  the  citizens  to  enrol  themfelves  in  this 
favoured  body  of  troops.  In  the  time  of 
peace  they  had  no  occalion  to  put  on  arms ; 
and  they  avoided  the  hardfliips  of  war  by 
fubilituting  in  their  places  men  drawn  from 
the  loweft  of  mankind. 

In  the  military  hiftory  of  Ruflia,  the  im- 
provements of  Michael  deferve  notice.  Un- 
der his  ftandard  were  engaged  fome  German 
cavalry  and  regiments  of  dragoons.  But  the 
mod  remarkable  change  in  the  courfe  of  this 
century  was  introduced  by  the  fuperior 
judgment  of  Alexis :  he  diminiflied  the 
ftrength  of  the  cavalry,  and  entrufted  the 
fafety  gf  his  empire  chiefly  to  oflScers  of  Ger- 
man  extradion.  The  military  force  then 
confifted  of  huflars,  armed  with  lances, 
troopers  with  fufils,  s^nd  dragoons  with  \ong 
3  muf-t 
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mufquets.  The  name  of  loldiers  was  be- 
ftowed  on  thofe  troops  formed  by  the  peafan- 
try  and  populace  of  the  different  cities  :  they 
were  prepared  to  refift  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy  with  the  fufil  and  the  fword :  they 
were  properly  divided  into  regiments,  and 
their  evolutions  were  chiefly  pra£tifed  under 
the  guidance  and  infpedion  of  foreign  of- 
ficers. 

The  troops  of  Kazan,  Aftrakan,  and  Si- 
beria,  were  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  ferved 
with  the  bow.  The  Nogais,  the  Bafchkirs^ 
and  Calmucks,  a  large  body  of  whom  were 
always  engaged  in  the  Ruffian  fervice,  en- 
countered the  enemy  with  the  fame  weapons 
of  annoyance.  The  fire-arms  and  lances  of 
the  Cofacks  were  admirably  adapted  for  the 
nature  of  their  fervice.  The  diflridl  of  Mof- 
€0w  always  kept  forty  thoufand  Strelitzes, 
without  computing  the  fupplies  of  other 
cities.  A  third  of  this  fierce  multitude 
was  flationed  to  watch  over  the  fafety  of 
the  Czar,  the  reft  were  difperfed  into  dif- 
ferent regiments  and  places.  In  the  diftri- 
bution  of  royal  rewards,  their  chiefs  ac- 
quired lands  and  annual  gifts  in  habits  and 
filver.  The  Dvorians,  or  infant  Boyars,  had 
the  choice  of  the  bow,  or  fire-arms,  in  the 
defence  of  their  country.  The  various  me- 
nials of  pomp  in  the  boufehold  of  the  C^ar 

were 
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wei^  named  under  the  different  titles  of  Stal* 
niki^  or  officer  of  the  table ;  Spalniki^  gentleman 
of  the  chamber ;  Striapcbii^  or  domeftics ; 
and  Dvorianesy  or  nobles  of  Mofcow  j  and 
yUtfiy  or  commenfals*  Thefe  fervants  of  the 
court,  for  military  and  civil  fundions  were 
united  in  the  fame  perfons,  wfite  dirtributed 
into  companies  of  an  hundred  men,  and  rode 
on  horfes  of  great  fwiftnefs,  and  carried 
fabrcs  of  the  fiiarpeft  edge  ^^. 

In  every  tranfadlion  the  decree  of  the  fenate« 
or  council,  was  decifive:  this  dignified  a& 
fembly  was  compofed  of  Boyars  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  *"***,  anciently  called  the  Ba* 
kariy  who  maintained  a  pre-eminence  of  rank} 
of  Okolnitchie^  whofe  title  fignified  that  they 
were  placed  immediately  about  the  perfon  of 
their  prince  j  of  DoumnU  Dvoriane^  or  the 
nobles  of  the  council }  and  of  Doufnni^  Diaki^ 
or  fecretaries  of  the  council.  The  dudes 
and  vain  titles  of  many  other  officers  it  would 
be  ufelefs  to  enumerate. 

In  an  abfblute  monarchy,  where  all  diflinc« 
tions  of  rank  are  fwallowed  up  in  the  gulf 
of  royal  power,  the  forms  of  civil  and  rrSSv^ 
tary  adminiftration  cannot  embrace  any  tots^ 
plicated  fyftem  of  policy,  as  the  whole  duty 

»•  Levcfquc,  torn.  iv.  p.  164, 165,  r66. ;  Mof  eriierg^  Jfc 
^1-^93. ;  Strahlenberg,  p.  aao. 
*»••  Carliflc  Embaffies,  p.  66. 

of 
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of  a  fubjed  is  a  paflive  and  unlimited  obe- 
dience to  the  unerring  wifdom,  or  rather  to 
the  arbitrary  will  of  his  fovcreign.  The 
whole  correfpondence  between  the  prince  and 
his  fubje^ts  was  managed  by  that  national  tri-* 
bunal,  called  the  council ;  and  this  inftitution, 
the  only  public  organ  of  the  people,  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  entirely  filled  with  the  fa- 
tellites  of  the  prince,  whofe  power  could 
humble  them  to  the  duft,  and  whofe  fmile 
exalt  them  to  inftantaneous  greatnefs.  Yet 
the  formulae  of  every  decree  which  iflued 
from  this  tribunal  of  nobles,  Boiare  prigo-* 
vorili  i  Tfar  prikazal^  *'  The  Boyars  have 
advifed,  and  the  Czar  executed,''  would  feem 
to  infinuate,  that  their  influence  reftrifled 
while  it  fupported  the  authority  of  the  mo- 
narch. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  public  ad  in 

which  the  defpots  of  Ruilla  aflfeded  to  dif- 

guife  their  irrefiftible  power,  and  oftenfibly 

confeflfed  themfelves  the  accountable  minifters 

of  a  people,  whofe  lives  they  fo  often  facri- 

ficed  to  the  fainteft  whifpers  of  fufpicion  and 

caprice.     When  the  policy  or  paflions  of  the 

Czar  had  inwardly  determined  to  unfheathe 

the  fWord  of  foreign  war,  he  condefcended  to 

appear  in  the  principal  church  of  his  capital, 

to  hear  a  fecretary  of  ftate  '***  recite  thofe  griefs 

■•*  Lcvcfquc,  toin.iv-p.  167-^169. 

and 
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and  reafons  to  the  credulous  multitude  which 
urged  him  to  the  unavoidable  neceflity  of  a 
juft  revenge.  Yet  how  quickly  would  this 
flimfy  artifice  have  difappeared,  if  any  of 
thefe  titled  flaves  had  expreffed  the  flighteft 
murmur  of  difcontent  to  thefe  formal  de- 
clarations: to  what  a  deftruftive  extent  the 
hurricane  of  defpotifm  would  then  have 
raged  !  neither  hope,  fear,  innocence,  nor 
fupplication  could  then  have  been  cheered 
by  the  momentary  fun(hine  of  peace  and 
fafety,  until  perhaps  the  rafli  though  honeft 
offence  was  wiped  away  in  the  blood  of  the 
whole  fenatorial  order. 
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REVOLUTION  THE  EIGHTH. 
Tti  Jcceffion  of  Peter  the  Great. 

V-/UR  eyes  are   now  turned  towards  that 
great  revolution  which  has  imprefled  a  new 
and  lafting  character  on  the  immenfe  nation 
of  Ruilia  :   the   reader  will    anticipate    the 
name  of  the   firft    Peter  as  the   renowned 
author  of  this  memorable  and  happy  change. 
The  reputation    of   the    conqueror^   whofe 
fole  delight  is  to  be  the  thunderbolt  of  war^ 
fives   only  in  the  interefted   applaufe    and 
admiration  of  his  own  age :  but  the    me- 
mory of  the  father  of  his   country   is  im- 
mortal ;     the  apparel    of    the   one    is    the 
more   fplendid,    and   therefore  more   ftrik- 
ing    to    the    fight    of    common    obfervers. 
The    martial   achievements    of-  Peter    have 
beent celebrated  by  fuch  a  variety  of  hiftori- 
cal  pens,  that  they  may  be  almoft  paralleled 
in   notoriety,    and    doubtlefs   in   utility,   to 
thofe  accomplifhed  by  the  daring  genius  and 
wild  ambition  of  Julius  Caefan     It  may  be 
deemed,  then,  no  arduous  ta{k,  to   fubmit 
to  the  approbation  of  the  public  a  volume  of 
ftcrile  iabundance,  compofed  frqm  fuch  well- 

l  i  known 
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known  materials ;  we  fliall  therefore  prcfent 
the  hero  with  his  fword  of  fupretne  power, 
(lightly  touch  on  the  military  and  naval 
events  of  his  reign,  and  coniempkte  him 
chiefly  in  the  (hades  of  his  private  life,  and 
in  his  more  amiable  chgrader  oi  legiflator  and 
reformer  of  his  country,  which  glorious  titles 
he  fo  juftly  claims  from^his  wofkS|  his  genius^ 
and  his  judgment. 

1682.  When  the  mild  Fcdor  refigncd  for  ever 
the  cares  of  royalty,  and  left  no  offspring  of 
his  own  as  the  faithful  pattern  of  his  cle« 
mency,  moderation,  and  temperance,  Ivan 
and  Peter,  his  two  brothers,  might  juftly  be 
confidered  the  two  mofl:  natural  candidates 
to  the  vacant  throne*  An  hiftorian,  whde 
pen  is  moved  with  (ingular  quicknefs  and 
elegance,  but  whofe  fancy  and  prejudice  too 
often  foar  above  the  heights  of  probability 
and  reafon,  has  declared  that  his  youngeft 
brother  waa^  called  to  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity by  the  voice  of  the  deceafed  Czar" ;  but 

his 

'  '*  Feodor,  avant  JVxpirer  vov  ant  que  fon  frcrc  Ivan,  trap 
iifgracie  de  la  nature,  ^toii  incapabi««  de  r^ner,  nommt 
pgur  heritier  des  Ruflies  fon  fecond  ficrc  Pierre,  &c."  Vol- 
taire H  ill.  de  Ruffic,  p.  98.— Wc  are  furprifed  to  fee  the 
more  authentic  information  and  ftrift  ivAparcialitf  of  Mr. 
Tooke  fall  inte  the  ikme  error,  vol.  ii.  (y»4i.  Le  Ckrc 
alfo,  whofe  difpofition  to  contradid  Levefque,  and  reverence 
for  Voltaire,  have  led  him  into  forte  awkward  fitttatioii$  in 

.    •  his 
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ills  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
political  maxims  of  Ruflia  would  have  car^ 
reded  this  afTertion,  and  informed  him,  that 
in  latter  reigns  the  rights  of  primogeni*- 
ture  were  invariably  refpcfled,  and  confe- 
quently  that  Fedor  expired  in  the  full  coa-> 
fideoce  of  Ivan's  claims  being  ratified  by 
the  united  confent  of  the  nobles  and  people. 

'  Ivan  had  attained  his  fixteenth  year  when 
the  feat  of  majefty  was  unoccupied ;  but  a 
fickly  cohftitution  blafted  both  the  vigour  d 
his  mind  and  body.  His  brother  Peter,  who 
drew  his  birth  from  Natalia,  the  fecond  wife 
of  his  father  Alexis,  had  notpaffed  that  happy 
ftate  of  infancy,  Which  is  unruffled  by  the 
voice  of  amftition,  the  cares  of  grcatnefs,  or 
the  hopes  of  conqueft, 

*The  conftant  illnefs  of  the  elder  prince 
urged  the   Boyars   to   exalt    Peter    to    the 


his  Hiftory  of  Peter,  embraces  ihe  fame  opinion^  vol.  lit. 
p*  105  •  But  the  fuperior  refearch  of  Levefque  has  expofed 
and  re<Sified  their  rnvftakes,  iu  a  valuable  note  of  his  fourth 
vdiume,  p.  204.  And  Mr.  Coxe  evinces  his  accuftomei 
fagacity  and  intelligence,  when  he  fays,  it  is  not  probable 
that  Fedor,  who  was  entirely  governed  by  Sopl^ia,  and 
his  own  family,  fhould  adl  in  direct  oppofition  to  their  ia^ 
terefts,  and  infure,  by  the  nomination  of  Peter,. the  adxni* 
xiiftration  of  affairs,  to  the  Narifhkins  (his  relatives  and  par- 
tisans) ;  vol.  ii.  p.  24. 

*  Lc  Clerc,  tom.  iii.  p.  106. 

*  Levtfijue,  tdm.  iv.  p.2o6— 209,310^ 

I  i  2  ihxqn^ 
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thtoae  of  his  anceftors,  whofe  boldti^fs  of 
mien^  and  vivacity  of  manners  were  Viewed 
with  the  fondeft  complacency  and  affedlion. 
The  mild  difporuioQ  of  Ivan  fubmitted,  with- 
out reludance,  to  this  (ingular  and  unez- 
peded  refoiution.  But  his  eldeft  fiftef 
Sophia^  who  was  efteemed  the  mod  love- 
ly^ as  well  as  the  moft  accompliflied  of  her 
fex  %  enraged  and  difappointed  at  this  elec- 
tion of  her  ftep-brother  Peter,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  her  powerful  and  faithful  friends, 
infufed  the  fpirit  of  commotion  among  the 
Strelitzes,  which  foon  reftored  the  injured 
Ivan  to  his  loft  prerogatives  of  birth. 

If  it  be  fo  difficult  a  tafk  to  difcover  the 
fteady  countenance  of  truth ,  iif  our  times, 
amidft  the  mercenary  roar  of  fadion,  vain 
is  the  endeavour  to  difcover  her  at  the  diftance 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  years.  Some  wri« 
ters,  who  excel  in  defamation  \  have  openly 

aiTerted, 

♦  Her  intcllcdlual  attainments  are  noticed  With  great  fpiril 
by  Coxc,  vol.  ii.  p.  4S. ;  while  the  charms  of  her  perfon  arc 
atlefted  by  all  her  friends  and  foes,  except  by  the  ftuptd, 
fadious,  and  difhonourable  AJrien  Bailkt,  the  fuppofititious 
envoy  of  Poland,  who  defcrlbes  her  as  a  lamp  of  deformity. 
iSce  his  effete  and  party-llained  work.  La  Relatiol^  dela 
Mofcovfe  ;  a  La  Haye,  1699  ;  p.  xji. 

"*  'Voltaire  has  given  the  ton  to  moft  of  the  French  writer* 
to  defame  the  charader  of  Sophia.  One  of  his  moft  fakh^ 
ful  copyifls,  Lacombey  thus  paints  the  priacpfrm&cb  fim^ 

guinary 
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aflcETted)  that  this  princefa  wanted  power 
rather  tfaau  inclination  to  confummate  the 
murder  of  Peter.  Others,  willing  to  abfolve 
Ber  of  airambition,  have  not  fcrupled  to  in- 
Onuate  her  perfed:  innocence  in  the  riots  of 
the  Strelitzes.  So  glaring  on  either  fide  are 
the  cOlours"^  of  falfehood  in  the  pifture  of 
pany.  In  total  defpair,  therefore,  of  giving 
a  political  charaQer  of  Sophia  which  the 
juilice  of  hiftory  might  fan<^ion,  we  fhall 
proceed  to  ihew  in  what  a. quick  manner  the 
popular  enthufiafm  determined  the  crown  in 
favour  of  Ivan, 

Some  emiiTaries  of  Sophia  polled  to  the 
different  quarters  of  this  formidable  militia^ 
and  there  circulated  the  report,  that  Ivan  had 
been  ftrangled  by  the  Nariflikins,  the  relations 
and  adherents  of  Peter*.  Illuftrious  fuf- 
ferers  generally  experience  fympathy,  if  not 
redrefs,  from  the  love  of  the  people.  On  the 
found  of  the  trumpet  of  fadion,  twenty  thou- 
iand  men  foon  appeared  in  arms  at  Mofcow '« 


quinary  colours  that  we  miglit  aImo/\  fappofe,  from  his  por- 
trait, (he  inherited  the  foul  of  a  Tiberius  Or  Caligula  : 
••  Cette  femme  embrafe  la  capitale  des  feux  de  la  fedition, 
tilt  mSme  fe  met  a  la  t^te  des  revokes,  elle  raDtme  leur 
tureur  ^guifiante>  fa  rage  eft  infattable  ;  et  trois  jours  de 
carnage  at  d'abomination  ne  peuvent  iaxlsfaire  cette  impla* 
cable  fttrie;'^  p.  II3,  113. 

^  Strahlenberi^y  p.  237,  228, 

7  I«f  Clercy  tojn.  iii*  p.  108. 

I  i  3  To 
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To  tbe  martial  mufic  of  drums  and  tainbimri, 
and  with  the  dellroying  cannon,  they  ftood 
before  the  Kremlin :  '^  Deliver;  quickly  deli;* 
ver  to  our  revenge  thefe  traitors^  thefe  mur- 
derers of  the  Czar,*'  was  the  general  fliout  of 
this  furious  band* 

Their  ftrength,  their  rage,  commanded  tbe 
inftant  attendance  of  the  terrified  court.  Ivan, 
Peteri  his  mother,  and  minifters,  prefented 
themfelves  on  the  veftibule  to  their  loud  and 
repeated  clamours.  The  confirmed  exiftence 
of  the  prince  increafed  rather  than  appealed 
their  tumultuous  paflions.  Formed  into  oae 
body,  and  moved  by  one  foul,  they  infolently 
exclaimed,  '^  We  will  no  longer  delay  our 
eledion  of  a  fovereign."  Their  lances  &«- 
luted  the  Ctarovitz  Ivan*,  and  they  then 
rufhed  into  the  palace  with  favage  looks 
and  defperate  intentions.  The  firft  vidim 
to  their  force  was  Aphanafi  Nariflikio,  bro- 
ther of  Natalia.  Terror,  or  accident,  had 
direded  his  fteps  to  the  chapel.  Thefe  Uiftd 
though  irrefiftible  inftruments  of  Sophia's  op- 
preflion  toffed  him  out  of  the  window,  and 
their  cruel  comrades  received  his  body  on  tbe 

•  If  wc  may  believe  the  Jefuit  miffionarj  Bonvcty  in  Wt 
Preienc  Condition  oFthe  Molcovite  Empire^  Land.  1699^  p>  9- 
Peter  would  have  been  hurJcd  from  ihe  tbitme  by  tht  feditioBs 
Strelitzesy  if  he  had  not  difplayed  a  heart  iacapaUe  of  fear* 
vhen  fo  many  of  his  friends  and  relations  were  muRiercd  in 
his  prefence. 
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points  of  their  lances  \  Some  Boyars, 
chief  officers  of  the  crown,  members  of  the 
eouQcily  a  long  train  of  their  dependants, 
Vid  the  phyficians,  fuffered  immediate  death, 
under  the  vague  fufpicion  of  having  deftroyed 
th^  beloved  Fedor,  by  the  fecret  operations 

In  the  fulnefs  of  their  bloody  power,  they 
''oommitted  the  reins  of  government  inttf 
»l»e  eag^r  hands  of  Sophia ;  .while  the  name 
ef  Czar,  and  the  name  only,  was  enjoyed 
by  the  duH  Ivan,,  which  Peter  alfo  received^ 
at  the  urgent  intreaties  of  his  brother  ^\  By 
the  orders  of  this  united  band,  the  patriarch  ' 
put  the  crown  on  their  youthful  heads ;  but  the 
whple  legiflative  as  well  as  exedutive  power 
ma%  escercifed  without  difguife,  and  without 
eontrol,  by  the  ambitious  and  fuccefsful  So- 
phia *^  The  politic  regent,  anxious  more 
than  ever  to  ingratiate  herfelf  into  the  favour 

9  Le  Clercj  torn.  iii.  p.  109. 

*^  Lfvdque,  torn.  iv.  p.  an.;  and  Confctt's  State  of 
RuiEa,  1729,  p.  aj, 

"  Lc  Clerc,  ^om.  iii.  p.  1 1 1.  Mottley^s  Life  of  Peter  the 
Greaty  Lond.  17399  vol.  i.  p.  15. ;  and  Mempirs  du  Regne 
4b  Pierre  le  Grand,  torn.  ii«  p.  8. 

■*  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  45. 

>'  She  fofaraflumed  the  attr2>utes  of  royalty^  as  to  have  her 
4|nage  imprefled  upon  the  ciirreat  coin.  See  Strahlenberg, 
p.  a99«    L^combe*  p.  uf*  1  iS. 
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and  efteem  of  troope,  from  whofe  mindtt 
could  not  be  concealed  the  dreadful  £ecret  of 
their  own  irrefiftible  weight,  appointed  Iran 
Khovanfki  their  commander,  who  had  the 
enviable  talent  of  rendering  himfelf  both  an 
objed  of  their  love  and  fear :  yet  to  fuch  a 
pitch  of  unmanageable  infolence  had  tbefe 
JaniiTaries  of  Ruffia  ariien,  from  their  late 
guilty  vidory,  that  the  prudent  Sophia  waS 
not  only  oblige^  to  confifcate  the  goods  of 
the  murdered  Boyars,  to  purchafe  their  pre^ 
t^arious  faith,  but  alfo  to  diflribute  a  moft  U* 
beral  donative  from  the  treafury  of  the 
<;rown'\    . 

The  elevated  Sophia,  -and  her  prime  mi^ 
nifter  Gplitzia",  (who,  by  his^rife  liberality  to 
flrangers,  free,  and   affable  manners,  quick 
capacity   for  bufmefs,    and   familiar  know^ 
ledge  of  the  liatin  language,  ha$  obtained  a 
mod  diftinguifhed  and  deferved  fame  in  thq 
hiftory  of  his  own  times,)   had  now  ample 
fcope  to  realize  their  dreams  of  earthly  gran- 
deur.    The   Czar   Ivan   flumbered    on    the 
throne.     His  youthful  aflbciate  in  majefty 
was  c?irefully  excluded    from  all   affairs    of 
the  (late  by  the  princefs  and  her  fagacioua 

■♦  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  1 1  a. 

*9  See  his  intelleduai  accomplifliments  in  Mottlej^  vol.  i. 
p.  20. ;  Baiiks's  Hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great,  Lend.  1740^ 
p.  51* ;  Lacombe,  p.  118. 

colleague^ 
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colleague,  and  permitted  to  confume  his  tiine 
ia  the  company  of  foreigners,  who  plunged 
him  into  a  diiSblute  courfe  of  amufements, 
ftudied  to  retidel:  him  indifferent  to  public 
eftfcem  '*,  and  fooh  removed  him  from  the 
management  of  a  weak  and  timid  mother ; 
yet  in  this  aflbciation  he  felt  the  firfl:  vital 
fpvk  of  his-  future  greatnefs. 

Thefe  companions  of  his  loofer  hours 
placed  before  his  admiring  view  the  out- 
lines of  the  arts,  government,  and  military 
difcipUne  of  poliflied  nations.  Thus,  while 
Sophia  and  her  confederates  imagined  the 
negleded  prince  '■  was  rapidly  approach- 
ing to  the  fummit  of  infamy  and  vice, 
and  the  ambition  ^  of  their  '  patronefs  had 
embraced  the  throne  by  his .  condemnation 
to  a  monaftery,  the  genius  and  judgment 
of  Peter    were    laying  the  foundations  of 

»•  Strahlcnberg,  238,  ^39. ;  Vita  de  Pietro  il  Graa<!e, 
Ven.  1739,  p.  41— 47- »  Confideratioas  fur  les  Caufe^  de  1^ 
Foiblefle  et  dc  la  Puiffaxice  de  TEmpirc  de  Ruflie,  Amft, 
lJ^^f  cap.  xxi.  p,  92, 93. 

'7  The  wifdom  and  affedion  of  Alexis  had  however 
appointed  General  Menefius,  a  Scotphm^n,  to  the  high 
office  of  his  preceptor,  who  was,  to  quote  the  words  of 
Mottley,  *'  a  pcrfon  well  qualified  for  that  emploTment,"  be- 
ing thoroughlj  acquainted  with  all  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and 
(peakixtg  perfedly  well  all  the  European  languages ;  "  but  the 
<;on2motions  raifed  by  Sophia,"  continues  the  fame  authors 
**  who  not  being  able  to  make  Menefius  abandon  the  intereft 
9f  this  her  half<brother>  forced  him  to  retire ;''  vol.  i.  p.  1 1. 

that 
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that  monument  which  W4»  hfH9&ef  to  itn 
cord  hi6  nami;  as  th?  b^nel^ilpr  of  hi$  couatrj. 
The  increa^Qg  ncknefs  of  Iva^  juftiSed 
QQ«  part  of  the  (anguiQ^.  hop9»  of  Sf^biAi 
To  fi;^  them  beyond  the  re»ch  of  ac<a4eiit, 
ihe  imoiediately   determioied    to   biad  ber 
l^rother  in  matrimoqial  vqwa,   whofe  bed, 
if  fruitful  or  barren ,    would   equally  pvo- 
mote    her  ambitious  fgh^me^.      The    long 
and   powerlefs  infancy  pf  «  child  '*  YfwM 
preferve  to  her  the  hrft  place  among  m^n* 
Viqd,  until  every  wifli  of  greatn^fs  W4«  pro* 
bably  extinguiihed  by  age  and  infirmitiesi 
If  their  einbracQS  proved  barren*  her  wiilianit 
fupported  by  her  prefent  Authority,  wo^ 
be  able,  in  the  «nd,   to  banlfli  from  tiM 
throne  the  fuppofed  degenerate  fon  oi  Nar 
talia.    A  bewtiful  you^g  lady  n»9w4  Frat 
kovia,  was  deftined  to  (ecurp  her  pofl<i£B<^  ^ 
1634.     Rufiia".      Her  marriage   with  the   infirm 
Ivan  was  folemnited  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year.    But  another  and  more  thre^* 
tening  infurreflion  of  the  Strelitzian  bands 
had  nearly  raviflied  the  fruits  of  her  induftry, 
and  fealed  for  ever  the  fsureft  profpe^s  of 
her  life. 

"  See  tke  curtous  aad  cnmtnal  adnce  of  Golttiki  tor  tte 
C^nnsinent  pofleflion  of  the  throne.  Vit^  di  Pietro  ii  Graiuie, 
p*  51^  $«• 

*f  X^e  Clerc»  toxn.  iii.  p.  1X4«;  Laconbey  p.  i20»  isi.| 
BaxU^Sy  p.  48. 

Their 
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Their  belored  chief  Kfaovaniki  owed  his  1615. 
exalted  ftation  to  the  grateftil  Sophia^;  but 
bis  heart  nouriChed  the  worm  of  ingratitude : 
elated  by  hi^  fuccefs,  and  fierqe  from  th^  at-» 
lachmeot  of  this  licentioua  foldiery,  he  ceafed 
to  remember  the  ruling  band  which  had  railed 
him  to  his  prefent  honours.  Majeily  could 
not  brook  an  infult  which  fo  fenfibly  wounded 
its  pride,  and  endangered  its  fafety.  The 
court  thep  h^ld  its  refidcnce  at  Colomna.  A 
placard  wa|  affis;ed  to  the  gates  of  the  palace, 
which  aQQoui^ced  the  intention  of  Khovaiiiki, 
hisfon,  an4  the  Strelitzea,  to  inrolTie  the 
Czars,  their  family,  the  patriarch*  aad  Boyars, 
m  o^e  h^HTfible  :and  promifcuoua  malTtott* 
The  eourtt  90d  thofe  \nkQ»  who  ba&cd 
in  the  funfliine  of  royal  favour,  immediate^ 
ly  retired  to  the  ftrtmgmonaflery  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  whofe  ma0y  walls,  large  moats,  and 
ramparts  furniihed  with  artillery,  doubtlefj 
aSbrdcd  fcwnt  confolatioo  to  their  peiturbi»d 
minds. 

The  moft  ftrenuous  e3i:ertions  were  wade  by 
the  adminiftration  to  crufh  the  firft  mov»- 
meotaof  jedition;  but  the  pubUe  tranquilUry 
chiefly  required  the  preience  of  Khovaqili^i  at 
this  afylum  of  royalty ;  and  th«boldneft  ©fSoi- 
phia  difpatched  the  fummons.  After  fome  he- 

*^  Levefquc,  tonu  iv.  p.  tijt  siS*    Le  Clere,  tern*  ii{# 
ji.  114,115.  ^ 

litation. 
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fiution,  this  officer  obeyed  the  mandate,  either 
from  a  jaft  confidence  on  his  own  innocence, 
or  feeling  his  ftrength  amidft  the  imbecility 
of  the  prefent  government.  But ,  before  he 
performed  this  doubtful  journey,  his  perfoh 
was  encompaffed  by  the  trufty  and  •  weH* 
armed  fervants  of  the  ftate.  His  f6ti^  a  youth 
of  daring  enterprize,'  was  taken  in  a  neigh* 
bouring  village  of  the  capital; 

**  On  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  capture 
of  the  Kbov^tfikis,  the  enraged  Strelitzea 
founded  the  alarum' bell,  arranged  themfelves 
io  mHitary*  order,  feized  tht  implements  of 
deftru£bibn  from  the  ^rfenal^  pofted  picquets 
in  ail  the  quarters  of  the  city,  and  prepared 
to  march  cowards  the  Holy  Trinity^  with  a 
full  dccermioation  of  fhedding  the  nobleft 
blood  of  the  empire.  An  ^*  officer,  in  his 
prefllog  anxiety  to  deliver  a  letter  of  the 
Czar  to  the  patriarch,  had  nearly  perifhed  in 
this  tide  of  popular  fury.  This  defpotic 
body  of  guards  commanded  the  patriarch 
to  fatisff  their  curiofity,  by  a  recital  of 
this  roya^  epiftle.  When  the  trembling  pa* 
triarch  informed  them  of  the  execution  of 
their  favourite  and^  his  fon,  their  paffions 
returned  again  with  redoubled  violence,  their 

*■  Mottley,  voL  i*  p«   |8. ;    Memoires   da  Regne  d4 
Fieire  k  Grandt  torn,  ii-  p*  16,  17. 
'^  Levefque,  torn,  it*  p*  2I9»  220. 

eyn 
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eyes  glared  with  fury,  and  their  fwords 
menaced  deffrudion.  With  one  voice,  and 
with. one  fpirit,  they  cried,  "  Let  us  march, 
let  us  give  the  ftroke  of  death  to  aH  the 
Boyars." 

But  when  thefe  fanguinary  troops  difco- 
vered  that  their  numbers  no  longer  awed 
and  terrified  the  court,  whofe  decifive  energy 
had  not  only  aflembled  a  powerful  band  of 
the  defenders  of  the  ftate,   but  was  expedi- 
ting orders  to   arreft   the  mod   treafonable 
of    the  cohort,  their  courage  gave  way  to 
the   moft   violent   defpair.      The   ftreets  of 
Mofcow    no  longer    refounded    with    im- 
precations,   but   with    the  exclamations  of 
penitence  and    guilt;     and    with    an    un- 
feigned forrow,  thte  effed  of  their  juft  ter- 
rors, they  proceeded  to  the  forms  of  their 
own  condemnation*     Their  eternal  welfare 
then  demanded  them  to  vifit  the  altars,  and 
to   receive  with  tears  of  contrition  the  laft 
facraments  of  the  church*     When  this  firft 
and  moft  facred  duty  was  performed,  they 
took  a  laft  ferewel  of  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren*',   and    proceeded    towards  the  Holy 
Trinity,  not  to  draw  the  dangerous  fword 
of   rebellion,  but   to  fubniit   themfelves  to 
pablic  jafticc;  while  fuch    was   their  fur- 

F 

**  Banks,  p.  47.  j  Lacojnbe,  p.  115. 
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prifing  aflfd  profound  repentance,  that  thtj 
even  carried  the  hatchets,  cords,  and  other 
implements  of  their  punifliment^  and  faved 
the  court  the  trouble  of  enforcing  the 
juft  feverity  of  the  law,  by  pronouncing 
their  own  fentence  of  death.  The  moft  ob- 
noxious fufiered,  the  reft  were  indebted  for 
their  lives  to  the  zealous  tntefceflion  of  the 
patriarch  \  But  this  band,  once  fo  fortni* 
dable  and  favoured,  for  ever  loft  the  confi- 
dence of  Sophia,  and  her  wife  policy  mingled 
them  among  the  regiments  on  the  frontiers  *\ 
until  their  numbers  became  contemptible :  and 
the  court  might  with  reafon  congratulate  it^ 
felf  on  this  fettlement  of  a  rebellion^  the  fuc* 
cefs  of  which  muft  have  inevitably  left  behind 
a  long  train  of  dlforder  and  ruin« 

.  The  firft  motions  of  this  infurreftion  being 
thus  happily  defeated,  the  empire  foon  re- 
covered its  health  and  vigour^  under  the 
inanly  counfels  of  the  princefs  and  herabl« 
advifer  Golitzin  :  but  in  her  entire  attention 
t6  the  flouri(King  ftate  of  the  empire^  ihc 
forgot  to  confider  that  her  u&rpaiion  bad 
placed  her  on  a  flippery  piece  of  ice,  wheft 
it  was  difficult  to  ftand  without  the  greateft 
^  caution  and  firmnefs,  and  impofliMe  to  M 
without  immediate  ruin.    The  a^e  of  io- 

^*  Le  CltTCf  torn.  tti.  p.  ii6* 
*j  T^yoiKi  rol.  ti.  p.  ^i. 
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fancy  how  no  more  exercifed  its  thoughdelB 
fway  over  Peter;  his  mind  glowed  with 
the  fire  of  ambition,  aod  a  third  of  know* 
ledge,  which  opjcned  to  him  all  the  duties 
and  temptations  of  abfolute  power;  while 
his  proud  heart  could  ill  (loop  to  play  the 
obfequious  charafter  of  the  flave,  where  he 
felt  both  his  rights  and  perfonal  merit  en- 
titled him  to  reprefent  the  mafter. 

An  event  foon  occurred,  the  confe- 
quences  of  which  ought  to  have  proved  a 
fure  preiage  to  Sophia,  that  one  only  could 
reign,  and  that  all  hopes  of  conciliation  were 
at  an  end.  In  the  middle  of  tliis  year, 
the  war  which  had  been  commenced  between  »fiW#  . 
Rufila  and  Poland,  in  the  reign  of  Alexis, 
was  terminated  in  advantageous  conditions  to 
the  former  by  the  wifdom  and  addrefs  of 
Golitzin.  But  a  quarrel  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte  foon  broke  the  filken  bands  of  peace  **, 
whofe  crefcent  at  that  time  waved  in  haughty 
defiance  to  the  Poles  and  Germanic  em- 
pire. Both  powers  warmly  folicited  Ruflia 
to  thh)w  her  fword  into  the  common  fcale,  in 
order  to  employ  the  Turks  on  the  fide  of  the 
Krimean  Tatars. 

Sophia  at  firft  refufed  to  liften  to  the  alli- 
an(ie*     But  the  weak  imerefts  of  Peter  were 

^''  Toofe,  vol.  ii.  ]p,  4S,  49,  so. 

2  *  upheld 
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ttp&eld  by  fqme  Boyars  of  great  authority^ 
whofe  well-aded  profeffionsof  duty  had  de- 
ceived even  the  wary  prudence  of  Sophia 
and  her  minifter  Golitzin^  Thefe  fecret 
though  ftrenuous  champions  of  the  defpifed 
Peter  framed  their  opinion  with  fuch  art 
and  flattery,  as  to  perfuade  the  princefs  to 
join  the  propofed  confederacy,  and  her  fa- 
vourite to  take  the  chief  command.  To 
alienate  the  affeSions  of  the  people,  and 
to  provoke  inevitable  ruin  to  the  caufe  of 
Sophia,  was  the  aim  of  this  treacherous 
advice. 

Trained  up  from  infancy  to  the  arts  of 
courts,  and  to  the  management  of  civil  bud- 
nefs,  the  military  talents  of  Golitzin  were 
juftly  deemed  by  the  fagacious  partizans  of 
Peter  inadequate  to  his  pref^nt  important 
charge  *^;  the  leaft  mifcarriage  would  therefore 
not  only  fully  his  charader,  but  cad  a  (hade 
on  the  glory  of  Sophia,  whofe  ambition^ 
if  it  once  experienced  the  viciflitude  of  for- 
tune, would  be  no  more  viewed  with  the 
eyes  of  caltn  indifference  by  the  people;  while 
his  abfence  would  enable  Peter  to  infufe  with 
greater  eafe  and  quicknefs  the  (harp  poifon 
of   difcontent   among  all    ranks;    and  the 

unfttc- 
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unfucccfsful  event  of  the  war  juftified  thefc 
fanguine  expedations. 

In  one  campaign^  fuch  was  the  revenge  of  *^*7* 
party,  or  the  caprice  of  fortune,  or  the  ig* 
norance  of  his  manoeuvres,  the  ftrength  of 
forty  thoufand  men  was  rendered  ufelefs  for 
ever  by  the  irrefiftible  fwords  of  the  enemy. 
His  army  amounted  to  three  hundred  thou* 
fand  men,  yet  a  cloud  of  fliame  and  difgrace 
ftill  followed  thU  immenfe  force  in  every  eQ« 
gagement;  and  their  general  retreated  into 
Ruflia  without  one?  obtaining  the  name  of  a 
conqueror.  The  attachment  of  Sophia  labour* 
ed  toconcealthedifgraceof  her  minifter, under 
an  unjuft  fentence  of  banifliment  into  Siberia 
on  the  Hetman  of  the  Cofacks  **,  as  the  fole 
author  of  this  inglorious  defeat }  but  the 
culpable  objcd  behind  the  veil  was  vifible 
even  to  the  dull  fight  of  the  people:  a 
partial  murmur  of  diflatisfadion  was  heard 
throughout  the  capital,  which  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  the  fecond  campaign  fwelled  into  a  cry  of 
general  indignation. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  *%  the  royal  Peter     1689. 
difplayed   the  firft   dawnings   of  that  fiery 
opennefs  of  temper,  and  undaunted  firmnefs 
ef  mind,  which  fo  plainly  charaderifed  his 
maturer  years.     Gonfcious  of  his  ability  to 

••  Sec  Gordon'f  Hiftory  «f 'Peter  the  Great,  voL  i.  p.  87. 
*•  Confetti  ?*  V* 

Kk  ad- 
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adminifler  the  public  affidrs  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people,  he  fcorned  to  diiguife  the  ran- 
cour of  heart  which  he  entertained  towards 
that  ufurper  of  his  power,  his  daring  fitter. 
Their  diflike  increafed  by  years,  and,  fomented 
by  the  arts  of  fadion,  at  laft  reached  to  fuch 
an  Implacable  averfion  for  each  other,  as  ma«> 
nifefted  itfelf  on  every  piiblic  occafion. 

'"*  But  the  fatal  hour  now  approached  when 
thefe  diffenfions  were  to  ceafe,  by  the  fall  of 
Sophia  and  exaltation  of  Peter.  Ancient 
cuftom  required  the  fovereigns  of  Ruflia  to 
allift  at  certain  fettivals  of  the  Greek  calendar 
in  their  mod  fumptuous  habits  of  ceremony. 
To  one  of  thefe  exhibitions  of  religious  pride, 
Sophia  repaired,  invefted  with  a  diadem  and 
all  the  other  emblems  of  fovereign  authority. 
The  defpifed  Peter  appeared  next  in  the 
folemn  proceflion ;  but,  unable  to  ftifle  his 
tranfports  of  indignation  at  the  fuperior 
majefty  aflumed  by  fais  fitter,  he  abrupt- 
ly retired  from  the  church  and  the  city  to 
Kolomna,  followed  by  his  friends  who  eagerly 
fought  every  opportunity  to  exafperate  the  re* 
fentment  of  their  prince. 

Soon  after  this  public  tettimony  of  his 
hatred  to  the  prinaefs,  the  alarming  intelli- 
gence was  brought  to  him  at  Preobrajen&o^ 
with  all   the    Ipeed   of  friendfhip,  that  the 

■•  Lcvcfquc,  torn,  iv,  p.  22?,  229,  2J0. 
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StreUtzes  of  feveral  regiments  had  aflembled 
to  a  great  number  in  the  Kremlin,  had  feized 
their  arms  in  a  mod  tumultuous  manner^ 
aod  that  Stcheglovitoi^  the  fucceffor  of  the 
unfortunate  Khovanfki,  and  the  devoted  flavc 
of  Sophia,  by  whofe  patronage  he  had  ob* 
tained  this  diftinguiOied  poft,  ''  headed  this 
formidable  body  of  men,  whofe  motions  were 
therefore  doubtlefs  directed  and  fandioned 
by  the  policy  and  revenge  of  Sophia  and  her 
mioiflers. 

Hie    prudence    of    maternal    tendernefs 
conducted  Peter  to  the  fortified   monaftery 
of  the  Holy  Trinity.     Fear  then  fummoned 
to  their  aid  the  troops  of  the  cities.     The  re- 
giment of  Strelitzes  commanded  by  Souk« 
haref,  into  whofe  love  and  confidence  Peter 
had  infinuated  himfelf,  haftened  to   difpute 
with  them  the  honour  of  proteding  his  be- 
loved perfon  from  the  dangers  of  fecret  or 
avowed  confpiracy.  Stcheglovitoi,  unacquain- 
ted  with  the  failure  of  his  defign,  prefled  for* 
wards  on  a  rapid  march  to  Preobrajenfko. 
The  abfence  of  the  court  at  once  revealed  to 
him  the  difcovery  of  his  fecret ;  but  fenfible 
that  diflimulation,  not  force,  could  only  pre- 
vent the  fatal  confequences  of  his  treachery^ 
he  attcflBpted  to  hide  the  real  caufe  of  this 

'■  Gordoiif  vol.  i.  p.  %9.    Mottley,  toU  i.  p.  37*    La* 
coaibey  p.  laS* 
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vifit,  under  his  duty  to  relieve  the  guard  of 
the  prince  '* ;  a  tale  fo  little  varniflied  over 
with  the  glofs  of  truth,  as  to  be  rejected 
even  by  the  credulity  of  the  multitude,  who 
well  knew  that  thefe  favourite  troops  were 
never  accuftomed  to  attend  their  fovereign 
but  in  his  capital. 

Every  adion  of  Sophia,  when  fhe  difco- 
vered  neither  threats  nor  arms  could  fubdue 
her  youthful  rival,  ftrongly  betrayed  her 
trembling  perplexity  and  inward  guilt.  She 
furpafied  the  people,  if  poflible,  in  her  fenti- 
ments*  of  abhorrence  againft  this  atrocious 
plot  of  the  Strelitzes.  The  confcioufnefs  of 
public  fufpicion  urged  her  to  implore  the 
friendfhip  of  the  patriarch"  to  undertake 
her  defence,  to  mollify  the  rage  and  to  fo- 
licit  the  love  of  her  brother.  The  un- 
availing attempt  was  made  by  the  real  or 
affed^ed  zeal  of  this  chief  of  the  church.  But 
on  his  arrival  at  the  Holy  Trinity,  he  refigned 
for  ever  the  wifli  of  a£ting  the  pan  of  me- 
diator, on  feeing  a  full  expofition  of  thofe 
circumftances  which  eftabliflied  the  guilt  of 
Stcheglovitoi,  and  which  alfo  lead  to  a  ftrong 
prefumption,  that  the  princefs  was  the  fecret 
promoter  of  this  difturbance. 

**  Memoires  du  Regne  de  Pierre  le  Grand,  torn.  ii.  p.  77.; 
Vita  di  Pletro  il  Grande,  p.  59. 

"  Lacombe,  p.  131.;  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande,  p.  6$* 
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The  difcovery  of  fuch  perfidious  condu£fc 
not  only  induced  the  patriarch  to  forget  his 
profeflions  of  fupport  to  the  drooping  caufe 
of  the  princefs,  but  provoked  him  to  treat 
her  with  the  moft  contemptuous  filence.  He 
neither  returned  to  Mofcow,  nor  deigned  to 
acquaint  her  diflraded  mind  with  the  refult 
of  his  miffion.  The  crouching  form  of  fear 
now  flole  in  the  heart  of  the  once  courageous 
Sophia,  and  perfuaded  her  to  fet  off  for  the 
Trinity  to  vindicate  herfelf  in  perfon.  With- 
out hefitation  fhe  obeyed  this  impolitic  coun« 
fellon  But,  in  the  progrefs  of  her  journey, 
fhc  received  a  mandate  from  Peter  for  her 
return  to  Mofcow '%  delivered  in  fuch  terms, 
as  plainly  fignified  that  fhe  had  nothing 
to  expert  from  his  love,  every  thing  to 
dread  from  his  hatred.  Hopelefs  of  effeding 
an  accommodation  with  her  refolute  brother, 
and  warned  of  her  impending  danger  by  this 
order,  fhe  endeavoured  to  efcape  into  Poland ; 
but  this  laft  profpe£fc  of  freedom  was  clofed  by 
the  aftive  hand  of  party-zeaL  Arrefled, 
and  conduced  to  the  Devitchde  nunnery,  her 
dreams  of  ambition  gradually  diflblved  in  the 
folitude  of  this  perpetual  confinement". 
Thus  fell,  from  the  height  of  power,  a  wo- 
man whofe  anions,  though  deeply  blackened 

^  MoxJdtjf  vol.  i.  p.  40. ;  Banksi  p.  57. 
'•  Coxc,  vol.  ii.  p.  41* 
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by  prejudice,  yet  leave  a ^  little  doubt  tbat  ber 
crimes  were  ambiguous,  as  that  hex;  courage 
and  prudence,  had  fhe  proved  confident  in 
her  condud,  would  have  annihilated  for  ever 
the  future  glories  of  Peter  'V 

The  fate  of  her  faithful  minifter  Golitzin 
was  no  lefs  fevere  and  expeditious.  Born 
with  too  noble  a  fpirit  to  defert  his  bene* 
fadrefs  in  the  hour  of  danger,  he  fought  by 
every  attention  to  difpel  her  apprehenfions 
in  their  way  to  the  Holy  Trinity :  but  every 
hope  of  refignation  fled  from  his  mind,  when 
be  faw  himfelf  arrefted,  and  his  life  reluc* 
tantly  fpared  to  the  intercefliofi  of  his  coufin 
Boris  Golitzin,  the  governor  of  Peter,  the 
partner  of  his  pleafures,  and  the  objed  of 
his  warmeft  attachment.  Stripped  of  his 
rank  and  employments,  a  tattered  garment 
was  the  fole  remnant  of  his  fortunes,  who 
had  fo  lately  adminiftered  the  affidrs  of  a 
great  empire.  The  degraded  Golitzin  was 
firft  banifhed  with  his  family  to  Kargapol : 

^  In  the  **  Antidote  on  Ezamen  du  yoyage  en  Siberie, 
de  I'Abbc  d*Autcroche,"tlie  great  part  of  which  work  is  attri* 
bated  to  the  pen  of  the  fecond  Catharine,  a  friendly  eye  has 
been  caft  over  the  faults  of  Sophia,  while  her  manly  fenfe,  ac« 
tlvity,  and  vigour  in  the  a£uiirs  of  government,  are  celebrated 
with  a  commendable  and  difmtercfted  zeal.  We  read  in 
Tooke,  voK  ii.  p  41  and  in  ibme  other  refpe^able  authorities 
that  Peter  frequently  exprefled  his  regret,  that  the  boundleis 
ambition  of  Sophia  hindered  him  frOin  (haring  half  his  throne 
with  her.  But  the  charadler  of  the  fpeaker  very  much  invalid 
dates  the  flncerity  of  the  fentiment* 
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hia  fi^rond  place  of  exile  was  Pouftozerfkoi, 
where  he  ended  his  days,  long  reaoembered 
for  his  numerous  virtues  *\  By  the  orders  of 
the  new  fovereign,  Stcheglovitoi  and  his  ac- 
complices departed  from  Mofcow  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  Their  crimes  were  too  mani^ 
fcft  and  heinous  for  peter  to  think  of  forgive*- 
neb.  The  chiefs  of  this  confpiracy  were  be- 
headed; while  their  fubordinate  afTociates, 
after  their  tongues  were  cut  out,  received 
the  milder  fentence  of  banifhment  to  Si- 
beria'\ 

Ambition,  and  the  defire  of  fupprefling  the 
fainteft  fpark  of  infurredlion,  now  recalled 
the  wife  Peter  to  his  capital.  Ivan  not  only 
appeared  to  manifefl  a  violence  of  rage  againft 
tb^  condud  of  his  fifler,  little  to  be  expeded 
from  his  feeble  difpofition,  but  atoned  for 
her  guilt  by  the  full  furrender  of  his  fu- 
pecior  claims  to  the  crown.  In  .  the  go- 
vernment of  this  mighty  ftate,  Peter  now 
flood  alone  and  abfolute,  yet  he  invariably  af- 
feded  to  confult  his  brother  in  all  tranfaAions 

*•'  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  44. ;  Lacombe,  p,  132. ;  Vita  di  PiV- 
tro  11  Grande,  p.  65- ;  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  91. ;  Banks,  p. 
57.;  LeClerc,  tom.  iiu  p.  ito.  Mr.  Coxe  Kovevep  coor 
tradi$s  this  aiTertion*  and  fays  in  a  note,  vol.  ii»  p.  41.  th;^ 
this  able  minifter  furvived  his  fall  twenty-four  years ;  he  was 
releafed  from  his  prifonan  tjiif  and  died  at  his  own  eftate 
in  1713. 

»•  Wiiliams's  Ruffia,  p.  93. 
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of  importan€e»  z  confolatioa  perfedty  fii& 
ficient  to  z  charaQer  fo  indolent  and  un- 
afpiring.  The  debilitated  conftitution  of 
thi8  prince  eonfigned  him  to  the  grave  about 
feven  years  fubfequent  to  his  refignation'*; 
and  over  his  tomb  might  be  infcribed  this 
dubious  praife,  that  he  performed  no  ac» 
tion  which  contributed  either  to  the  glory 
or  happinefs,  or  mifery  of  the  people. 


In  the  fulnefs  of  our  attention  to  thoft 
events  which  heaped  on  tbe  minority  of 
Peter  all  the  troubles  of  dom'eftic  difcord,  and 
at  laft  raifed  him  to  abfolute  power,  we  have 
negledled  to  obferve  his  youthful  fports,  which 
may  be  faid  to  have  taught  him  the  virtues 
of  firmnefs  and  patience,  and  thofe  ftudies 
which  enlarged  his  growing  powers,  and  firft 
imprefled  on  his  mind  the  love  of  fame,  the 
defire  of  knowledge,  and  the  contempt  of 
danger. 

The  **"  court  of  Peter,  when  Ruflia  obeyed 
the  commands  of  Sophia,  was  generally  held 
at  Preobrajen&o,  a  neighbouring  town  of  the 
capital,  (ituate  on  the  pleafant  borders  of  the 
Yaufa.    To  this  place  of  his  politic  retirement 

'•  Lerefque^  torn.  iv.  p.  234. 

^^Le  Clercy  torn.  iti.    p.  126,  127.     Lcrefqiie,  toin.  itr. 
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lie  aflembled  fifty  young  men,  the  fons  of  the 
moft  illuftrious  boyars,  in  the  double  capacity 
of  officers  of  his  houfehold  and  companions  of 
his  pleafures.  Among  the  ftrangers  who  had 
repaired  to  this  ordinary  refidence  of  the 
prince,  and  whofe  feafonablQ  counfels  had 
equally  engaged  the  affection  of  Peter,  and 
acquired  a  happy  afcendancy  over  his  impe- 
tuous difpofition,  was  a  Genoefe  named 
Le  Fort,  a  man  educated  in  the  rough  fchool 
of  adverfity,  poffeffing  a  ftrong  underiland* 
ing,  improved  by  the  ftudy  and  experience 
of  mankind ;  and  who  was  alfo  gifted  with 
the  great  art  of  conveying  the  har(he(l  truth 
to  the  ear  of  the  Czar,  without  offending  his 
pride,  or  forfeiting  his  attachment. 

This  ^'  fteady  adherent  of  Peter,  fprung 
from  a  noble  family  at  Geneva,  was  defigned 
for  commerce,  but  became  enamoured  with 
the  profefSon  of  arms,  which  he  had  followed 
in  the  citadel  of  Marfeilles  and  Holland  with 
approved  courage  and  fidelity.  His  adven- 
turous fpirit,  which  had  induced  him  to  vifit 
Ruffia  under  the  reign  of  Alexis,  in  the  ex- 
pedation  of  appearing  in  a  dill  more  diftin- 
guifhed  chara£ker,  found  little  difficulty  in 
converting  his  prince  to  the  love  of  a  fcience 
fo  admirably  calculated  to  difplay  the  various. 

^*  For  the  Hiftory  of  Lc  Fort,  fee  J.e  Qerc,  torn,  iii, 
p.  136,  127- 
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forms  of  his  courage^  and  fo  appropriate  to 
the  verfatility  of  his  genius.  By  the  advice, 
and  under  the  direction  of  this  handforoe  fol<* 
dier  of  fortune  ^*,  thefe  youthful  aiTociates  of 
Peter  were  foon  clothed  in  the  lefs  cumbrous 
habit  of  the  Germans,  inftruded  to  move  to 
the  found  of  martial  mufic,  and  gradually  fa« 
miliarized  with  the  rudiments  of  war. 

The  policy  of  the  young  Czar,  whofe 
warm  imagination  had  perhaps  figured  to 
him  hopes  of  the  moft  ambitious  kind,  by 
the  formation  of  this  illuftrious  cohort,  to 
inflame  their  devotion  to  this  new  ftudy, 
and  to  encourage  the  vigour  of  difctpline, 
by  his  prefence  and  example,  condefcended 
to  promote  the  military  art  in  the  humble 
rank  of  a  drummer  *\  This  voluntary  choice 
of  the  loweft  fituation  was  wifely  adopted 
to  ftifle  every  murmur  of  difcontent  which 
might  iifue  from  of  his  lefs  warlike  partners, 
againft  the  hardfhips  and  reftraints  which 
this  new  line  of  life  impofed ;  for  it  may 

♦•  The  perfonal  attradions  of  Lc  Fort  arc  reported  to  haT« 
been  fo  ftriking>  that  foon  after  his  arrival  m  Ru(Ea>  they 
procured  him  the  affeftion  and  hand  of  a  young  lady  of  high 
rank  and  large  fortune.  Sec  a  note  of  Tooke.  vol,  ii«  p«  5a. 

*^  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p,  $^.  OEuvres  de  Fodtenelle,  '7^$- 
Eloge  du  Czar  Pierre,  torn.  iii.  p.  191.  .  Lacombe;  p.  135, 
136.  Memoirs  pour  fervir  a  I'Hiftoire  de  I'Emptrc  Ruffieu* 
fous  Pierre  lc  Grand,  par  un  xniniftre  etrangere,  refident  en 
cctte  Cour.  La  Haye,  1725,  p.  52.  Vita  tU  Pietro  il 
Grande,  p.  69. 
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be  prefumed  thi^t  none  could  complain  with 
jufttce  of  the  rigour  of  a  date  which  was 
more  than  equally  ihared  by  their  indefatt^ 
gable  fovereign.  The  good  condud  of  the 
illuftrious  drummer  was  foon  rewarded  with 
the  name  of  private  foldier,  and  afterwards^ 
by  his  confpicuous  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  his  fuperiors,  fuccefiTively  promoted  to  the 
ftations  of  the  fergeant  and  lieutenant  of  his 
company.  The  voice  of  fame  or  flattery  fo 
loudly  blew  her  trumpet  in  the  praife  of  this 
military  aflbciation  **,  the  abilities  of  Peter, 
and  the  affability  of  his  manners  (which  his 
critical  fituation  fo  indifpenfably  required), 
that  each  day  frefh  ftreams  of  recruits  poured 
into  the  royal  village,  emulous  to  participate 
in  the  labours  of  this  honourable  troop. 
Their  numbers  at  laft  became  fo  great  that 
they  fwelled  into  two  regiments,  the  former 
which  was  called  Preobrajenfki  ^',  and  the 
latter  took  the  appellation  of  Semenovfki> 
The  performance  of  their  diflferent  military 
exercifes  frequently  exhibited  a  grateful  fpec« 
tacle  to  Sophia,  the  court,  and  Strelitzes, 
while  the  former,  in  her  fmiles  of  encourage- 

^  Voltaire,  Hift.  de  Ruflie,  p-  122.  Informs  us  that  a  fort 
was  condruAed  by  the  martial  zeal  of  Peter,  in  the  attack 
and  defence  of  which  there  wa»  aa  much  effufion  of  blood 
at  in  a  field  of  baule.  *'  On  donna  un  combat  r^al,  dans 
le  quel  il  y  eut  des  foldatt  de  tu^s  et  beaucoup  de  hltfSSt,*' 

^'  Le  Clesc,  torn.  iii.  p.  128.    Chantreau,  toI.  i.  p«  i6i. 
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ment,  little  thought  that  this  aflbciation  would 
contribute  effectually  to  pull  down  the  fabric 
of  her  greatnefs ;  and  the  Strelitzes  failed  to 
entertain  the  (lighteft  fufpicion,  that  their  pre- 
carious attachment  would  be  fupplied,  and 
dangerous  ftrength  reduced,  by  the  fteady 
fidelity  and  intrepid  zeal  of  thefe  increafing 
bands. 

In  thefe  ufeful  amufements  which  initiated 
the  Ruffian  youth  into  the  fcience  of  tadicSi 
and  confequehtly  taught  them  to  acknowledge 
the  advantages  of  regular  difcipline,  the  boun 
of  the  prince  were  confumed,  until  accident 
direded  his  fagacious  mind  to  the  ftudy  of 
navigation ;  the  knowledge  of  which  enables 
unfettled  man  to  tranfport  himfelf,  with  nolels 
facility  than  fpeed,  to  the  moil  remote  regions, 
to  enrich  himfelf  with  the  productions  of  a 
happier  clime,  to  enjoy  thofe  luxuries  which 
the  penury  of  his  own  country  denies,  and 
not  more  to  open  the  unbounded  fources  of 
wealth  to  his  enterprinng  toils,  than  to  culti- 
vate the  fpirit  of  difcovery  with  ardour  and 
1692.  fuccefs.  In  an  **  excurfion  to  Ifmaelcf  with 
Timmerman  his  mailer  of  fortification,  his 
inquifitive  turn  of  mind  led  him  to  viiit  a  ma- 
gazine, where  he  difcovered  among  a  heap  of 
neglected  things,  an  old  Engliih  boat.  Struck 
with  the  peculiarity  of  its  fhape,  he  eagerly 

^*  Con&tt,  p.  209,  aio»  21  !• 
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inquired  why  it  was  conftruded  in  a  man- 
ner diflimilar  to  all  thofe  which  had  hitherto 
met  his  fight.  The  fuperior  knowledge  of 
Timmerman  immediately  informed  him,  that 
it  was  a  veffel  fo  conflrudied  as  to  fail  againft 
the  wind. 

All  the  enthufiafm  of  curiofity  now  flut- 
tered in  the  heart  of  Peter.  In  the  im- 
patience of  his  wiflies  to  behold  this  ma- 
noeuvre, whofe  utility  was  fo  apparent,  yet 
of  which  the  feeble  perfpicuity  of  words  af- 
forded him  but  a  very  imperfeft  conception^ 
the  hours  rolled  heavily  along  until  the  happy 
memory  of  Timmerman,  awakened  by  the 
calls  of  duty,  recoUeded  that  a  man  had 
quitted  Holland  in  the  reign  of  his  father 
Alexis,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  building 
fome  fhips  on  the  Cafpian  fea. 

Gardens  Brandt,  for  fuch  was  the  name  of 
the  once  forgotten  but  now  important  {hip* 
wright,  was  quickly  found,  and  as  quickly 
releafed  from  his  trade  of  a  joiner  *\  which 
his  poverty  had  impofed  upon  him,  and  re- 
inftated  in  his  former  profeffion,  which  he  had 
only  abandoned  from  neceflity,  and  to  which 
he  returned  with  joy.  His  ikill  and  diligence, 
called  into  adion  by  the  profpedt  of  reward 
and  applaufe,  foon  repaired  the  veflel,  pro- 
vided it  with  a  maft  and  rigging,  and  failed  in 

^'  Lc  CIcrc,  torn.  iii.  p.  438. 
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it  Upon  the  Yaufa  to  the  aftomfliment  of  the 
young  Czar,  and  doubtlefs  to  his  no  lefs  afto- 
ni(hed  court. 

From  the  frequent  indulgence  of  this  new 
paflion,  the  foveretgn  of  Ruilia  foon  acquired 
fufficient  (kill  to  undertake  the  management 
of  the  boat.  Emboldened  by  fuccefs  and 
experience,  he  fcomcd  to  guide  his  veffel  any 
longer  within  the  confines  of  a  river,  and 
rcfolved  to  praSife  his  favourite  amufement 
on  the  expanded  lake.  But  how  rapid  are  the 
fteps  to  improvfement,  when  feconded  by  zeal 
and  emulation.  From  failing  along  the  placid 
bofom  of  rivers  and  lakes  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mofcow,  his  boldnefs,  before  a  year  had  ri- 
pened his  naval  judgment,  afpired  to  make 
the  voyage  of  Archangel,  on  the  white  fea, 
with  a  convoy  of  Dutch  and  Englifh  (hips  ^. 

This  new  paflion  of  the  Czar  appears  the 
more  extraordinary,  when  we  read  in  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  times,  that  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  could  not  pafs  over  a  river  or 
bridge  without  difplaying  the  ftrongeft  fymp- 
toms  of  fear  ^\  His  relations  might  now  have 
felt  as  much  uneafinefs  at  his  bold  operations 
on  the  fea,  as  they  were  before  alarmed,  left 
the  exceffive  timidity  of  the  boy  (hould  tinge 
the  whole  fpirit  of  the  man. 

^"^  Lcvefquc,  torn.  iv.  p.  239. 

^  Strahlenberg,  p.  273.  relates  the  caufc  of  his  terror  and 
the  manner  of  his  cQre« 

ft 
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It  would  leffeti  the  dignity  of  hiftory  to 
notice  thefe  purfuits,  if  they  could  be  at  all 
compared  to  thofe  which  are  fo  haftily 
adopted  and  as  haftily  difcarded  by  the  ar- 
dour and  ficklenefs  of  youthful  minds.  But 
from  thefe  juvenile  amufements  of  Peter  may 
be  dated  the  origin  of  that  mighty  revolution 
in  the  navy,  commerce,  and  army  of  his  vaft 
disjointed  empire.  For  his  mind'%  which 
was  capable  of  framing  the  mod  bold  and 
original  fchemes  of  policy,  being  inceflantly 
bent  on  thefe  feveral  objects,  infenfibly  began 
to  enlarge  the  fphere  of  his  contemplation, 
and  to  feel  all  the  great  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  his  country,  and  to  his 
political  confequence  in  the  eyes  of  Europe, 
by  placing  thefe  pillars  of  the  ftate  on  a  more 
extenfive  and  folid  foundation. 


'^  With  a  «nixcure  of  aitomfliment  and  incredulity,  we 
read  in  Mr,  Tooke's  Hiftory  of  Ruiliii,  vol.  ii.  p.  j6a. 
tliac  Peter  on  his  return  from  his  travek  ordered  the  rem* 
pcftaous  Ladoga  to  receive  the  knoot  for  fpoiling  his  exhi- 
bition of  aqaacic  ikill,  and  terrifying  his  mind.  Although 
no  authority  is  cited  for  this  (ingular  ^Gt,  and  in  the  extent 
of  our  refearches  it  has  never  before  met  our  eye,  the  high 
and  deferved  reputation  of  the  author  for  accuracy  of  in- 
fdrnnadon  prevents  us  from  difputix^  its  authenticity ;  other- 
wife  we  never  could  have  fuppofed  that  the  immortal  Jegifla- 
tor  of  Ruffia,  whofe  actions  proved  him  fo  little  fubjed  to 
the  dominion  of  fear,  and  whofe  natural  genius  was  fo  much 
improved  by  his  wide  furvey  of  mankind 9  could  have  a£ted 
a  part  to  injurious  to  the  iniereila  of  his  people  and  fo  dif* 
graceful  to  himfelf* 

In 
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In  the  autumn  of  hie  years,  the  cooler  judg« 
ment  of  Peter  would  have  prefeniiKi  the  fe* 
rene  days  of  peace  ;  but  he  now  languiflied 
to  obtain  the  applaule  of  the  multitude,  in  the 
field  of  uncertain  war.  The  "  Poles  and  the 
Turks  were  ftill  armed  for  defence  or  con- 
queft  ;  and  Peter  refolved  to  try  his  ftrength 
in  their  long  and  defultory  conteil.  His 
fagacity  (bon  perceived  that  the  moft  ef- 
feiftual  way  to  humble  the  infolence  of  the 
Turk,  was  to  gain  poffeffion  of  the  (Irong 
town  of  Azof,'  which  commands  the  mouth 
of  the  Don  ;  while  his  afpiring  heart  fought 
an  ultimate  reward  for  his  labours  in  the  em- 
pire of  the  Euxine  fea  **.  A  fleet  was  con- 
ftruded  at  Veronetz,  to  aid  his  ambitious  (|e- 
figns.  But  his  impatience  to  attack  the  ene- 
my, without  the  conjundlion  of  his  fliips", 
deftroyed  the  laurel  of  vidory  which  might 
otherwife  have  adorned  his  firll  campaign. 
1695.  The  '*  future  hero  of  RufTia  divided  the 

\  ftrength  of  his  men  into  two  armies.     One, 

compofed  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men,  obeyed 
the  orders  of  the  intrepid  Cheremetef,  who 
followed  the  courfe  of  the  Dnieper.  This 
corps  not  confining  itfelf  to  its  intention  of 

**  Toole,  vol.  ii.  p.  6t. 

*•  See  the  Hift.  of  the  Czar  Peter  by  a  Britilh  officer  in 
the  fervicc  of  the  Czar.  Lond.  1723.  p.  14. 
»*  LeClerc>  torn,  iii.  p.  136. 
'^  LcTtfque,  torn.  iv.  p.  245^  246. 
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keeping  the  Tatars  in  check,  reduced  feveral 
towns:  the  other,  dellined  to  form  the  im- 
portant fiege  of  Azof,  was  conduced  by  Chein, 
and  animated  in  the  purfuit  of  glory  by 
the  prefence  of  the  fovereign.  Their  firft 
attempts  promifed  a  fruitful  harveft  to  their 
toils.  "  Two  forts  called  Cauanfpaes,  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other,  the  Don  purfuing  his  courfe 
between  them,  firft  prefumed  to  refift  the 
arms  of  the  Czar,  but  were  foon  puniflied  for 
their  audacity  by  the  Ikill  and  refolution  of 
the  Ruffians.  But  the  citadel  of  Azof,  fup- 
ported  by  the  courage  and  conftancy  of  fix 
thoufand  men,  and  provided  againft  the  dan- 
ger of  famine  by  the  unremitting  care  of  the 
Tatars,  to  whom  the  Tea  gave  an  unmolefted 
communication  on  one  fide  of  the  town, 
might  well  deride  the  menace  of  a  fiege. 
After  a  lofs  of  thirty  thdufand  men,  the  dii*- 
appointed  Czar  was  at  laft  compelled  to  ac«. 
knowledge,  with  a  figh,  that  the  walls  of 
Azof  were  for  the  prefent  impregnable. 
Three  thoufand  men  were  left,  however,  in 
the  two  forts  which  their  valour  had  gained, 
to  keep  Azof  in  a  fiate  of  blockade  during 
the  winter. 

But  perhaps  this   wound   to  the  Ruffian 
arms  was  more  inflided  by  the  treachery  of 

*'  Gordon^  vol*  i,  p.  99. 

Ll  M 
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an  Individual,  than  by  the  want  of  a  fuhable 
appearance  of  tranfports  to  prevent  the  fuc- 
cours  of  the  Tatars.  The  feverity  of  Cheifl, 
for  fome  trivial  offence,  unfortunately  dif- 
graced  the  perfon  of  Jacob,  an  engineer  of 
moft  approved  Ikill,  virith  the  punifliment 
of  the  knoot'*.  He  refented  this  fatal  in* 
dignity,  firft  by  fpiking  the  cannon  '^  of  his 
former  ma(ler,and  then  throwing  himfelf  into 
the  befieged  town  of  Azof,  whofe  efforts 
he  redoubled  by  a  (kill  and  diligence  quick- 
ened and  improved  by  the  hopes  of  a  fare 
revenge.  The  foreCght  and  vigour  of 
Peter,  were  (Simulated  more  than  ever  by  the 
failure  of  his  late  defigns.  It  is  only  ia 
trying  fituations  like  thefc  that  we  can  ac- 
curately difcern  the  immenfe  diflance  between 
the  man  of  real  and  artificial  courage  ;  the  for- 
mer prevents  his  ruin  by  hb  refolution  to 
fall,  while  the  latter  meanly  finks  without 
the  fainteft  ftruggle.  Peter  had  remedied  all 
thefe  evils,  when  he  led  his  vanquiihed  troops 
a  fecond  time  againft  the  authors  of  their 
fhame. 
1696.  Chien  received  the  command  of  the  land 
forces  '* ;  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the  em- 

;  *•  Lc  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  137. 

*7  Voltaire  Hift.  dc  Ruffie,  p.  150.  Banks,  p.  73.  ViU 
de  Ptetro  il  Grande,  p.  75.  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  71.  Xacombd 
p.  14s. 

»•  Tooke,  vol.  11.  p.  65. 
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peror,  the  republic  of  Holland,  and  thede&Of 
of  Brandenbourg,  almofl:  fent  forth  a  colony 
of  engineers,  gunners,  and  miilerd,  to  fecond 
their  efforts  '* ;  whilft  two  men  of  war,  twenty- 
three  or  thirty  gallies  ^%  two  galleots,  and  four 
fire-fhips,  fwepc  the  feas,  to  the  aflonifhment 
and  difmay  of  the  Turks,  under  the  orders 
of  the  brave  Le  Fort.  This  fortrefs,  fo  lately, 
triumphant  and  ftrong,  was  now  to  be  op** 
preffed  by  the  well-concerted  plans  of  an 
enraged  and  mighty  hoft.  Their  engines  o£ 
defence  were  rendered  ufelefs,  their  attacks 
repulfed,  and  their  hopes  of  fubfiftence  in« 
tercepted  by  the  union,  the  valour,  and  the 
circumfpedion  of  their  antagonifts.  And 
their  defpair  was  aggravated  by  the  re* 
fledion,  that  they  muft  either  fuffer  the 
extremity  of  hunger,  or  elfe  be  reduced  to 
the  humiliating  neceflity  of  a  capitulation. 
Their  fears  preferred  the  lefs  heroic  but  more 
fafe  condition.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of 
July,  *'  a  day  of  exultation  to  the  Ruffians, 
the  political  generofity  of  the   Czar,    who 

'^  Gordon,  voL  i.  p.  104, 105*  Le  Clerc»  tom.iiu  p.  138. 

••Coxe,  vol.  ii.  p.  176.  Lacombe^  p,  146. — Obfenre  the 
rapid  increafe  of  the  Ruffian  navy  in  1699  and  1702*  in  the 
Diarium  Itineris  in  Mofcoviam  of  Korby  fecretary  of  the  An* 
ftrian  Embady  to  Ruflia  in  the  year  i697»  p,  136. ;  in  Le 
Brun,  vol.  i.  p.  64. ;  and  admire  the  prodigious  exertions  of 
,  the  Czar  and  his  people* 

*'  LeClerc*  torn.  iii.  p.  139% 
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might  iecretly  wiih  to  avoid  the  defpair  of 
an  armed  foei  permitted  the  garrifon  and  io* 
habitants  of  Azof  to  colled  their  moft  pre* 
eioos  valuables^  and  to  depart  with  all  which 
they  could  carry**.  But  the  Turks  nor  their 
prophet  could  refcue  from  deflrudion  their 
convert  Jacob,  whofc  hatred  and  zeal  had 
proved  fo  inftruinental  to  their  firft  fuccefs. 
By  an  exprefs  *'  article  of  the  treaty,  the  Czar 
enjoyed  the  fatisfaaion  of  feeing  him  deli- 
vered into  the  hands  of  his  ofiicers.  The 
love  of  fame  was  the  ardent  paffion  of  the 
Czar :  but  his  immediate  orders  to  guard  his 
conqueft  by  flew  and  more  powerful  fortifi- 
cations **,  and  to  form  a  harbour  where  ve(^ 
fels  of  the  largeft  magnitude  might  ride  with 
fafety,  is  a  proof  that  his  enterprifing  Ipirit 
was  equalled  by  his  prudence. 

The  laudable  pride  of  the  Czar  now  de- 
termined that  the  voice  of  public  gratitude 
fhould  recompenfe  the  fervices  of  his  .war- 
riors, and  inflame  them  to  new  deeds  which 
might  caufe  the  name  of  Ruflia  to  be  re- 
echoed through  Europe  in  the  grateful  founds 
of  fear  and   refpedl.     'To  render  this  vio- 

•*  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  «47.  ^ 

•*  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  109. 

•♦  Williams's  Ruflia.    See  Bouvct  for  a  full  account  4j£hlM 
improvements  at  Az^of^  p.  26»&c. 
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torjr  %  therefore,  peculiarly  impreflive  to  the 
memory  of  his  countrymen,  he  commanded 
the  gates  of  Mofcow  to  be  thrown  opea  to  all 
the  honours  of  a  well*  earned  triumph :  acere^ 
mony  which  that  capital  had  never  fetn,  antl 
which,  from  its  meritorious  defign  to  encoii- 
rage  the  fpirit  of  public  virtue,  deferves  per* 
ha|)s  to  be  enrolled  with  thoie  which  graced 
the  meridian  days  of  ancient  Rome. 

^  On  this  memorable  occafion,  triumphal 
arches  opened  a  fpacious  and  gratifying  en* 
trance  to  the  capital.  In  a  flow,  and  long  pro- 
ceflion,  the  conquerors  of  Azof,  with  crowns 
on  their  heads,  and  attired  in  their  richeft  ha^ 
bits,  paflfed  through  thefe  temporaiy  moniT- 
ments  of  their  fame  to  the  loud  drains  of  mu- 
fie,  and  to  the  unfeigned  congratulations  of 
the  people.  Peter,  with  a  modefty  truly  noblfc, 
concealed  himfelf  amidfl  the  crowd  on  this 
illuftrious  day,  which  the  fondnefs  of  his 
fubje£ls  might  juftly  have  haile3  as  the  new 
aera  of  national  profperity  and  renown.  But 
the  moft  confpicuous  perfonage  in  this  glo- 
rious fcene  was  field-marfhal  Cheremetef,  who 

•5  «« On  frappa,"  (siys  Clerc,  "  tme  mcdaiHe  dont  la  Ic- 
gende  eft  remarquable  i  Pierrf  L  Empertur  dt  Mofcwk  ;  fotfjowf 
jfugufle*  Sur  la  reverse  eft  l,a  ville  d'Azof»  avec  ccs  mots  ; 
Viunquiurpar  ktJlammetetkteauxV  Tom.  Hi.  p.  141. 

^  Le  Cierci  torn.  iii.  p.  I40.  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande, 
p.  80.  Lacpmbe,  p.  I48.  Mem.  du  Regoe  de  Pierre  ie 
Grand,  torn*  i.  p*  146. 
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pafled  along  on  horfeback  to  the  applaufes 
of  the  multitudes  in  a  magnificent  drefs  of 
black  velvet,  after  the  German  fafhion,  with 
his  drawn  fword  and  a  white  plume  grace- 
fully nodding  on  his  head  ;  after  whom  a 
long  train  of  Turks  and  Tatars  expofed  them- 
felves  tothe public  fight ;  but  every  eye,  difre- 
garding  their  appearance,  was  fixed  with  pe- 
culiar fatisfadion  on  the  unhappy  objed  who 
clofed  this  fplendid  and  honourable  procef- 
fion, 

The  **  perfidious  Jacob  was  drawn  in  a 
large  car,  upon  which  was  ereded  a  high  gib- 
bet. Two  executioners  flood  by  his  fide ;  and 
behind  him  were  placed  the  whips  and 
hatchets  the  indruments  of  his  punifhment. 
On  his  fallen  head  hung  the  Turkiih  crefcent, 
and  on  his  breaft  was  affixed  a  paper  which 
contained,  in  large  charaQers,  thefe  difgrace- 
ful  words:  "  This  wretch  has  changed  his 
religion  foifr  timeSi  and  betrayed  his  God 
and  this  country/' 

The  early  hiftory  of  this  rebel  may  be  comt- 
prifed  in  a  few  words.  An  adventurous 
ipirit  led  him  from  Germany,  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  to  the  capital  of  Ruilia,  where 
his  uncommon  merit  in  a  fcience  which  was 
then  in  its  infancy  amongft  the  Rufliatis,  and 
which  has  been  allowed  by  men  ikilled  in  the 
deftrudion-  of  the  human   fpecies  to  have 

•'  I-evcfquc,  toin-  iy*  P*^48,  249* 
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decided  the  fate  of  moft  of  our  modern  bat- 
tled, foon  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  captain 
of  the  guards.  Educated  in  the  bofom  of 
the  Catholic  church,  convenience  or  caprice 
transformed  him  into  a  doubtful  proteftant ; 
his  intereft,  the  god  to  which  he  paid  the 
fincereft  homage,  next  converted  him  to  the 
Greek  church  ;  and,  laftiy,  to  profefs  an  obe- 
dience to  the  dodlrines  of  the  Koran ;  vsrhile 
defertion  terminated  his  eventful  life  on  the 
fcaffold. 

"  From  the  fubjeded  town  of  Azof,  the 

arbitrary  Czar,  moved  either  by  the  ficklenefs 

of  his   attachment,  or   by   the  intrigues  of 

hatred,  had  difpatched  a  letter  to  Mofcow, 

which  .commanded  the  daughter  of  Fedor 

Sojpoukhin,  whom  he  had  efpoufed  during 

the  adminiftration  of  Sophia  from  political 

motives,  to  renounce  the  pride  of  greatnefs, 

and  to  pafs  the  evening  of  her  life  in  folltude 

and  prayer  under  the  name  of  Helena,  and 

in   the   monailery    of   Sufdal.      From  the 

drofs  of  vague  conjedure,  it  is  difficult  to 

extra£t:  the  pure  ore  of  truth.     Some  writers 

have  darkly  hinted  their  fufpicions  that  the 

uncommon  beauty  of  a  young  lady  named 

Moens  ^'  produced  this  unexpected  change ; 

••  Korb.  Diarium  Itincris  in  Mofcoviam. 

•9  Ope  "Writer  even  boldly  afiinns,  "  Le  deflein  de  Pierre  I. 
etojt  epoufer  Mademoifelle  Moens."  See  Hift.  de  la  Czarina 
EudocbiaFederowna,  in  the  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Pierre 
Ffttiukr  ,   Par*  1745,  p.  12. 
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while  others,  with  a  pofitiTenefs  perhaps 
occafioned  by  the  difcovery  of  the  real  cadt, 
have  declared  that  Eudoxia  was  ftrij^ied  of 
all  the  honours  o^  her  rank,  by  the  arts 
of  a  favourite,  whofe  animofity  (he  had  pro- 
voked by  her  rafh  derifion  of  his  origin  ^. 

Among  the  charaders  which  the  edifying 
•page  of  hiftcnry  has  prefented  to  our  fight» 
ilarting  from  the  lowed  iniignificance  to 
feize,  by  their  multifarious  talents,  the 
higheft  honours  which  the  fplendour  of  an 
empire  can  beftow  and  the  ambition  of  a 
fubjed  enjoy,  the  life  of  Mentchikoff,  the 
enemy  of  Eudoxia  and  the  intimate  compa- 
nion of  Pet^r,  afibrds  to  a  contemplative 
mind  a  moft  inftrudive  example  c^  the 
triumph  of  genius  over  the  cafual  though 
potent  advantages  of  illuftrious  birth* 

The  defcent  of  this  extraordinary  man  is 
ftill  doubtful,  notwithftanding  all  the  opinia- 
tive  conjedures  which  have  been  thrown  on 
this  fubjed  by  the  imfkilful  malice  of  his 
enemies,  who  unintentionally  exalt  and  not 
degrade  his  merit,  by  attacking  the  mean- 
nefs  of  his  pedigree.  When  this  future 
prince  of  Ingria  and  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire (who,   in    the  courfe  of  a  long    and 

70  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  6^.    See  a  noce  in  Gordon,  toI.  &• 
p.aSi.;  and  Motraje's  TravelS|  Lond.  17321  p- iij* 

eventful 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


RfiVOLUnONS    OF  SUSSIA.  jti 

eventful  lifers  -was  deftioed  to  reign  with 
abfolute  fway  under  the  name  of  a  woman '% 
and  to  betrothe  fais  daughter  to  the  grandfon  of 
his  royal  mafter)^  firft  attraded  the  notice  and 
lalUng  friendlhip  of  P^ter,  his  afpiring  mind 
was  content  to  exercife  the  menial  employ- 
ment of  thofe  boys  who  offer  paftry  "  to 
i^e  people  and  valets  on  the  fquare  of  the 
palace.  His  open  countenance,  deeply  im« 
printed  with  the  marks  of  fenfe  and  fpirlt, 
firft  recommended  him  to  the  attention  of 
the  Czar,  while  his  attendance  on  the  perfon 
of  his  difcerning  fovereign  gave  him  frequent 
fuccefsful  opportunities  of  unfolding  the  va^ 
rious  powers  of  a  bold,  and  capacious  mind. 
The  good  fenfe  of  Peter,  taught  from  e^cpe- 
rience  to  acknowledge  that  rank  without  ta« 
ients  was  but  a  feeble  fupport  of  government, 

*■  Mentchikoff  may  be  faid  to  have  touched  the  extremes 
ef  human  greatnefs  and  miferyy  in  his  fplendid  palace 
pf  Oranienbaum,  and  at  his  inrooden  hovel  in  Siberia.  8oe 
an  interefting  anecdote  in  Chantreau,  vol.  ii.  p.  24— 26.,  for 
confirmation  of  this  affertion. 

'*  *'  Lc  gouvemeraent  (when  Catharine  loft  the  promoter 
of  her  greatnefs,  the  renowned  Peter,)  n'^toit  autre  chofc 
que  le  vouloir  defpotique  du  Prince  Menfchikow.*'  See  the 
vords  of  Count  Munic  in  his  Ebauche,  p.  63. 

"  Among  the  feverai  hiftorical  accounts  tranfmitted  to 
us  of  this  celebrated  perfonuge,  the  Memoirs  of  Manftein 
are  entitled  to  pecuHar  notice  from  their  authentic  and  im* 
partial  expreflions.  The  general  who  follows  Mentchiko£Fwith 
a  clofe  and  fteadj  eye,  from  his  rife  to  his  fall,  alfo  enibrace| 
the  popular  opinion,  that  he  filled  this  humble  ftation  when 
he  firft  became  known  to  his  royal  benefadori  p.  1 1,  1 2^  w^c. 
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gloried  to  ennoble  and  to  enrich  an  objeft  fo 
deferring  of  his  warmeft  attachment*  And 
the  paftry-cook  boy  foon  trod  the  paths  of 
greatnefs  in  the  rank  of  general  and  minifter, 
with  dignity,  wifdom^  valour,  and  firmnefs  '*. 
But  England  has  to  lament  and  cenfure  the 
guilty  emoluments  of  a  Bacon  and  Mai* 
borough ;  and  Ruflia  muft  be  obliged  to  con- 
fefs  that  the  pidure  of  MentchikofF  is  greatly 
disfigured  by  the  ftains  of  inordinate  ''  ava- 
.rice  and  oppre0ion. 

The  period  was  now  arrived  when  the 
Czar  announced  his  intention  of  vifiting  the 
chief  magiftrates  ef  the  moft  civilized  nations. 
The  ^fuperior  underflandings  of  the  fecond 
Ivan,  Boris  Goudonof,  and  Alexis,  while 
mafters  of  the  great  eftate  of  Ruflia,  had  la« 
boured  to  ameliorate  their  vaft  and  valuable 
property,  by  calling  to  their  favour  enligh* 
tened  men,  from  different  parts  of  Europe, 
to  (hew  their  vafTals  the  laws  and  regulations 
of  civilized  communities.   But  Peter,  aduated 

'*  In  Gordon's  Hiftory  of  Peter  the  Great,  we  read  that 
be  po{fefii;d  none  of  thefe  honourable  qualities,  vol.  ii.  p.  S74 
^^280,  Bat  the  writer  who  feeks  the  path  of  truth  muft  not 
adopt  this  general  for  his  guide  when  he  fpeaks  either  of 
Sopjiia  or  MenchikofF,  as  he  lo^s  too  often  through  the  glafi 
of  party  and  perfonal  prejudices  to  do  juftice  to  their  talents 
or  virtues. 

''  Confett  removes  a  load  of  ihame  and  guilt  from  the 
1>ack  of  Mentchikoff,  when  he  fays  that  it  was  the  policy  of 
Peter  to  ma)^^  him  the  means  of  opprei&ng  the  nobles, 
p.  38. 
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by  a  more  generous  and  ardent  zeal,  ro» 
folved  to  defcend  from  hta  throne,  and  in  the 
quality  of  a  private  fped^ator  to  caft  abroad 
a  piercing  and  coroprehenfive  eye  on  the 
conflitutlon,  manners,  commerce,  and  liberal 
and  mechanical  profeifions  of  more  poliihed 
nations. 

The  execution  of  this  patriotic  employ* 
ment,  however,  was  unexpededly  retarded 
hy  the  obflinacy  and  fuperftition  of  the  i^. 
ignorant  people  and  ignorant  clergy.  It 
was  the  beneficent  intention  of  Peter  to 
be  accompanied  by  young  men,  fome  of 
high  rank,  whofe  gratitude,  and  curiofity^ 
he  had  flattered  himfelf,  would  have  been  ex- 
cited by  the  moft  diftant  profped  of  this 
voyage  of  improvement.  But  they  knew 
little;  and  their  diflike  and  abhorrence  of 
ilrangers,  which  was  fo  favourable  to  the  fpirit 
of  barbarity,  did  not  difpofe  them  to  extend 
their  knowledge.  The  clergy,  in  the  fulnefs 
of  their  zeal  to  counteraft  a  defign  which  fo 
greatly  alarmed  and  fcandalized  their  reli- 
gious prejudices,  fcrupled  not  to  abufe  the 
authority  of  the  fcriptures '*.  The  cur- 
rent of  popular  oppofition  thus  raifed  by  the 
church,  ran  with  fuch  fury  and  flrength, 
aa  overwhelmed,  for  a  time,  the  adoption  of 

7*  l^  Clim,  toiDf  iii.  p*  148^  149*    Saaks^  p.  Si>  89. 
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a  plan  which  fb  glorioufly  propofed  to  feat- 
'  tcr  the  feeds  of  civility  and  fcience  over  a 
barren  land. 

When  the  public  difcontent  hovers  round 
the  throne,  the  fons  of  rebellion  generally 
rear  their  mifchievous  heads.     A  mod  fatal 
confpiracy  was  now  premeditated,  which,  if 
it  had  not  been  cruftied  by  the  heroic  firm- 
nefs  of  Peter,  might  have  plunged  all  Ruflia 
once  more  into  the  horrors  of  foreign  and 
domeftic  difcord.     Two  officers. of  the  Stre- 
litzes,  inflamed  by  ambition,  judged  the  pre* 
fent  moment  propitious,  when  the  innova- 
ting meafures  of  Peter  had  foured  the  minds 
of  the  people,  to  perform  their  long-intend- 
ed and  difficult  work,  of  the  aflaffination  of 
their  monarch,  and  feizure  of  his  govern- 
ment ^^     But  Sikeland  Soukanin,  (fo  were 
thefe  unlawful  candidates  to  royalty  called) 
were  prevented  from  knowing  whether  the 
fruits  of  their  ambition  were  bitter  or  four,  by 
the  prudence  of  two  other  confederates,  who, 
having  more  carefully  balanced  the  greatnefs 
of  the  danger  againft  the  probable  chance  of 
fuccefs,  embraced  the  wife  refolution  of  re- 
vealing to  the  Czar  the  defigns  of  their  more 

thoughtlefs  and  daring  aifociates. 
•«  •  •  •  .    > 

^  For  this  confpiracy  fee  Anecdotes  Originales  dc  Pierre 
IcGrand,  p.  i8-^ai.    •-*     •  •        

Their 
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Their  difcovery  afforded  Peter  aa  admira« 
ble  opportunity  of  fbewiBg  bis  fubje^a  that 
his  was  not  that  mechanical  courage  which 
could  be  quickened  and  flopped  by. the  noife 
or  iilence  of  warlike  inftruments,  but  that 
coolnefs  of  mind  which  could  meet  danger 
in  her  blacked  form^  alone  and  undaunted; 
In  the  ample  confeflions  of  thefe  penitents,  ^ 
the  monarch  had  learnt  that  the  confpiratora 
had  fixed  to  aflemble  in  the  evening  at  the 
houfe  of  Soukanin,  having  already  refolved 
to  iflue  from  this  place  about  the  hour  of 
midnight,  with  the  diabolical  intention  of 
fetting  fire  to  the  imperial  palace,  and  of 
reaching  their  fovereign's  heart,  amidfl  the 
diforder  of  the  general  conflagration.  With  a 
celerity  fuitable  to  the  emergency  of  the  affair,^ 
the  captain  of  the  guard  received  the  command 
of  Peter  to  furround  the  houfe  of  treafon  at 
eleven  o'clock ;  but  in  the  multitude  of  his 
great  and  various  avocations,  Peter  imagined 
tliat  ten  was  the  hour  which  he  had  appointed 
for  the  execution  of  his  orders. 

This  important  evening  was  far  fpent, 
when  the  Czar,  attended  by  a  fingle  dent- 
chtchick  or  page,  repaired  at  half-paft  ten,  to 
this  infamous  crew  with  the  defign  of  in< 
terrogating  them  in  their  firfl  furprife.  But 
on  coming,  he  found,  to  his  great  afloniOi- 
ment,  that  his  guards  were  not  yet  arrived. 
For  a  few  moments^  he  flood  in  doubtful 

I  anxiety 
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anxiety  whether  to  proceed  or  retire.  Ac 
length,  relying  on  their  ptm&uality,  he  ea^ 
tered  the  houfe  in  the  full  expedation  of  be« 
holding  the  tronfpirators  in  cuftody.  But 
we  can  conceive,  though  not  defcribe,  hts 
amazement  on  opening  an  apartment  where 
fat  this  band,  ilimulating  each  others  courage 
to  the  enormous  outrage  in  copious  draughts 
of  wine. 

In  a  fltuation  (o  utterly  defencelefs,  the 
braved  heart  might  have  acknowledged  the 
temporary  dominion  of  fear.  The  deliberate 
coolnefs  which  marked  the  conduct  of  the 
Czar  on  this  critical  occafion,  compels  us  to 
think  that  he  felt  not  its  bewildering  emotion* 
With  all  that  prefence  of  mind  which  the 
danger  of  the  affair  fo  eminently  required, 
he  diflipated  the  mute  aftonifliment  and  ful^ 
picion  of  the  confpirators,  by  informing 
them  that  pafling  before  the  houfe,  and  ob- 
ferving  a  more  than  ordinary  (hew  of  light, 
he  had  imagined  that  the  mailer  was  refign- 
ing  himfelf  with  his  friends  to  the  enjoy* 
ments  of  the  table,  and  that  he  had  entered  to 
participate  in  their  convivial  pleafures.  This 
probable  reafon  for  his  appearance,  delivered 
in  a  manner  the  mod  eafy  and  impofing,  in- 
ftantly  lulled  all  their  apprehenfions,  and  the 
villains,  after  courteoufly  inviting  the  mo- 
narch to  a  feat  and  drinking  reipedfulty  his 

>ealtfa. 
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health  reaflumed  theif  places  with  a  fatisfac- 
tion  perhapB  redoubled  from  the  recollec* 
tion^tbat  their  vidim  was  now  within  their 
grafp,  without  being  expofed  to  the   dan- 
gerous tafk  of  gratifying  their  revenge  amidft 
the  public  croud.     The  familiar  gaiety  of 
Peter  ftill  added  to  confirm  the  afiigned  caufe 
of  his  vifit,  and  the  time  was  palling  away 
in  loud  and   licentious    mirth^    when    one 
of   the   alTaflins,   more   cautious,  or  fearful 
than  the  reft,  whifpered  in  a  low  tone  of 
voice.    It  is   time;    Not  yet^    was   the    in- 
ftant  reply  of  Soukanin.     The  attention  of' 
Peter  caught   thefe  important   words.     An 
effort  of  inflexible  refolution  was  now  his 
only  refource.     Inftantly,  and  with  a  look 
that  painted  all  the  terrible  anger  of  his  foul, 
he  pronounced  with  the  firm  accent  of  com- 
mand, thefe  decifive  words :  "  Ifthetimebe 
not  fit,  wretches,  to  confummate  the  crime,  it 
is  for  its  punifhment/' 

The  face  of  rebellion  jiow  vanifhed.  The 
(laves,  pale  and  fpiritlefs,  (hook  with  fear  at 
the  ftern  voice  and  countenance  of  their 
maften  He  ordered  one  of  them  to  aflifl: 
him  and  his  page  in  Securing  the  reft ; 
and,  fuch  was  the  afcendancy  of  his  geni- 
us^*, that  this  (ingular  prder  was  imme- 
diately. 

7*  How  finely  might  the  pencil  of  that  negleded  genius 
Barr^>    (our  hte  Academic   ProfefTor   of  painting)    en- 
rick 
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diately  obeyed.  la  the  midft  of  thb  remark- 
able fcene,  the  guards  arriyed^  and  the  con* 
ifttrators^  fiUed  with  grief  and  fliame,  and 
more  probably  with  a  juft  apprehenfion  of 
their  doom,  confefled  their  guilt  at  the  feet  of 
their  intrepid  fovereign^*,  in  hopes,  perhaps,  of 
mitigating  the  fevcrity  of  their  fentence.  But 
indulgence  to  rebels  could  not  be  ranked 
among  the  virtues  of  Peter ;  and,  indeed  if 
his  heart  had  been  caft  in  a  fofter  mould,  we 
mud  on  this  occaflon  have  praifed  his  huma* 


rich  the  naked  canvafs  with  the  atithoritative  countenance 
of  the  Czar»  and  the  mote  obedience  of  the  oonfpirators. 

^*  But  this  is  not  the  onl^  inflance  which  hiftoiy  caa 
producet  where  the  Czar*s  feafonable  prefence  *  of  mind 
diefeated  the  intentions  of  the  defperate.  In  a  vifit  to  a 
Swede,  who  had  formerly  appeared  at  Mofeow,  in  the  rank 
i£  ambaffador»  the  royal  fledge  was  ftqppcd  by  another, 
which  contained  eight  robbers,  while  the  Czar  was  ac- 
companied only  by  two  pages.  In  this  critical  fituation,  Peter 
ftrikingly  evinced  a  foal  incapable  of  fear.  With  the  m^ 
moft  coolnefs»  and  with  a  fuccefsful  ftrength,  he  drag- 
ged one  of  the  robbers  into  his  fledge,  and  then  quietly 
pnrfiied  his  journey.  Arrived  at  the  Envoy's,  the  rob- 
ber perceived  the  greatnefs  of  the  perfoa  whom  he  had 
dared  to  attack>  and  fupplicated  for  death  without  un- 
dergoing an  examination.  The  royal  promife  of  forgiveneCi 
and  reward  was  offered  to  him,  if  he  difcovered  the  haunts 
of  his  accomplices :  he  confented,  and  the  whole  crewy  ex- 
cept the  informer,  received  the  juft  puniflmieat  of  their  de- 
predations. The  reader  may  And  in  the  fame  page»  another 
anecdote,  where  the  Czar,  on  a  flmilar  occaiion,  no  lefs  emi- 
nently difplayed  his  prudence  and  courage.*  Le  Ckrc, 
torn.  iii.  p'  370* 

nity, 
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nity  at  the  cxpence  of  his  judgment,  fince 
forgivenefs  would  not  have  promoted  duty 
nor  difcipline.  All  periflied  under  the  ftrokc 
of  public  juftice,  while  the  memory  of  their 
crime  and  arreft  was  preferved  in  tablets  of 
brafs.  Moft  writers  have  been  induced,  by. 
their  prejudices,  to  connect  Sophia  in  this 
confederacy;  but  the  evidence  of  thefe  dying 
men,  and  dying  men  are  above  the  influence 
of  bribery,  fufEciently  eftablifhes  her  inno- 
cence, and  their  malevolence. 

^*  Releafed  from  this  danger,  the  ruler  of 
RuiEa  thought  that  the  foul  breath  of  fadion 
was  fufliciently  extinguiflied  for  him  fafely  to 
commit  the  reins  of  government  into  the 
hands  of  the  Boyar  Strechnef,  prince  of 
Romodanovfki,  (with  orders  to  confult  the 
other  Boyars  on  important  afiairs,)  and  to  exe- 
cute his  favourite  plan  of  vifiting  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  courts  of  Europe  in  perfon'\ 
In  this  celebrated  journey,  it  is  not  our  in- 
tention to  invade  the  privileges  of  the  bio- 
grapher, who  is  the  moft  fuitable  compa- 
nion to  the  Czar  j   but  were  we  inclined  to 

'^  Lcvefquc,  torn,  i v.  p.  295.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p. 150. 
fays,  •'  Lcs  coupables  chargercnt  point  Sophie,  mais  Icur  re- 
ticence n'eft  pas  une  preuve  de  fon  innocence,  les  coupables 
etoient  fanatiques  et  Sophie  ambitionnolt  le  troue.''  The 
cleared  eye  will  be  feized  with  a  dimnefs  of  fight  by  gazing 
too  often  on  the  rock  of  prejudice  and  fjL&ion. 

••  Le  Clcrc,  torn  lii.  p.  151. 

M  m  trefpafs. 
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trcfpafs  en  his  province,  a  Gibbon  or  Ro-' 
bcrtfon  might  even  defpair  of  amufing  the 
mind  by  a  new  pifture  of  his  travels,  which 
are  fo  familiar  to  every  defcription  of  readers. 
Tons  belongs  the  important  and  pleafing  duty 
of  obferving  the  various  improvements  in  the 
laws,  manners,  and  departments  of  the  ftate, 
which  owe  their  exiftence  and  prefent  cfta- 
blifhment,  in  a  great  degree,  to  his  departure 
from  Ruflia. 

The  moft  laudable  curiofity  is  fometimes 
gratified  at  the  expence  of  prudence,  and  the 
long  abfence  of  Peter  muft  tend  to  confirm 
this  obfervation.  While  he  was  preparing  to 
Jeave  Vienna*',  to  contemplate  the  fallen  great- 
nefs  of  Rome,  the  flames  of  a  new  rebellion 
unexpededly  burft  forth,  which,  if  they  had 
not  been  timely  Hopped  by  the  prudence  and 
intrepidity  of  Gordon,  might  have  proved 
fatal  to  his  throne  and  family,  **  A  large 
body  of  the  Strelitzes  had  received  the  or- 
ders of  their  abfent  Czar  to  fupport  the 
Eledor  of  Saxony *s  intereft,  if  neceflary,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Poland,  under  the  command 
of  Michael  Romodanovlki.  On  a  fudden 
eight  thoufand  of  them  feized  their  arms,  de^ 
pofed  their  chiefs,  replaced  them  by  others 

•'  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  iio» 

'*  See  the  details  of  tliis  revolt  in  Gordon^  voL  L  p. 

121 — 128, 

more 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


REVOLUTIONS  OF  RUSSIA.  531 

more  favourable  to  their  views,  and  refolved 
to  march  without  delay  to  Mofcow,  to  choofe 
a  regent  during  the  minority  of  Alexis  Pe- 
trovitz.  The  precautions  of  their  late  general^ 
though  unable  to  control  them,  were  fuccefs- 
ful  in  conveying  intelligence  of  their  formid* 
able  approach. 

Chein,  the  chief  commander  of  Mofcow  "^98* 
in  the  abfence  of  Peter,  and  Gordon,  marched 
at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  of  the  neighbour- 
ing gentry,  with  a  body  of  three  thoufand  foot| 
and  well-ferved  artillery,  confifting  of  twenty- 
feven  field  pieces,  from  fix  to  ten  pounders* 
But  the  promife  of  the  Czar's  pardon,  on  their 
fubmiffion,  unfortunately  tempted  them  to 
interpret  this  offer  of  the  royal  party  into 
weaknefs,  and  the  weak  are  feldom  gifted 
with  the  powers  of  perfuafion.  More  pre* 
fumptuous  than  ever  from  this  mild  propofal, 
the  duty  of  Gordon  reduced  him  to  the  un- 
avoidable neceffity  of  devoting  fome  of  thefe 
malcontents  to  deflrudion  for  the  fafety  of 
Mofcow.  An  engagement  enfued,  and  the 
ftrength  of  loyalty  over  treafon  was  foon  at- 
tefled  by  the  complete  overthrow  of  the  rebels. . 
Thofe  who  efcaped  the  fire  of  the  artillery 
were  fettered  and  placed  in  different  prifons  * 
until  the  return  of  the  Czar,  a  punifliment 
which  his  tyrannical  revenge  rendered  lefs 
merciful  than  immediate  death. 

M  m  2  This 
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This  infarredlion  recalled  the  prefence  of 
ihe  fovereign,  whofe  return  was  the  fignal 
for  afts  which  deluged  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow 
with  human  blood.  We  ftiall  fpare  the  hu- 
manity of  the  reader  the  minute  detail  of 
thofe  cruelties,  which  fo  incontrovertible 
proves  Peter  to  be  equally  unmindful  in 
this  inftance  of  the  duties  of  a  ruler,  the 
charity  of  a  chriftian,  and  the  feelings  of  a 
man  *\  After  ading  the  charader  of 
judge  and  executioner  to  the  moft  guilty 
of  the  Strelitzes  '*,  two  thoufand  of  whom 
were  beheaded,  and  affixed  to  the  walls  of  the 
capital,  his  policy  proceeded  to  the  more 
juftifiable  fentence  of  the  abolition  of  their 
name  and  power.  With  all  that  energy 
s  which  marked  the  conduft  of  Peter,  when 
purfuing  any  decifivc  meafure,  he  difperfed 
thefe  fervants,  or  more   often  difturbers  of 

•»  The  reader  may  fee,  in  the  Diarium  of  Korb,  a  minute 
and  horrible  account  of  their  fufierings.  Gordon,  with  all 
his  partiality  to  Peter,  cannot  difguife  his  cruelty,  vol.  • 
p.  I2g.  On  the  authority  of  M.  de  Printz,  grand  marfhal 
of  Pruflla,  and  ambafTador  to  Peter,  the  king  of  Prufiia  re- 
lates, that  the  revengeful  Czar  difpatched  many  of  the  Stre- 
litzes with  his  own  hand.  He  alfo  invited  M.  de  Printz  to 
participate  in  the  bloody  work ;  but  the  amSaifador  poirefled 
too  humane  and  noble  2  fpirit  to  degrade  himfelf  and  nation 
by  the  performance  of  fo  barbarous  an  office.  Sec  the  wRolc 
tranfaftion  in  the  Lcttres  du  P.  R,  de  Pruffe,  et  de  M.  de 
Voltaire,  p.  307,  308.  torn.  84.  (EuVres  de  Voltaire,  i78j, 

■♦  "  Due  mila  Strelizzi  furono  decapitati  ed  impiccatt  alle 
mura  della  citu."    Vita  di  Pietro  11  Grande,  p.  99,  loo. 
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the  throne,  into  feveral  regiments,  until 
their  ftrength  dwindled  into  infignificance, 
affigned  to  his  troops  the  commpn  and  mo- 
dern appellation  and  drefs  oi  foldatec  **,  foU 
diers,  and  kept  only  two  particular  regiments 
for  his  body  guard  "• 

Thus  terminated  a  rebellion,  which  the 
impartiality  of  hiftory  may  afcribe  to  the 
machinations  of  Sophia,  whofe  heart  ftill 
nourilhed  ambition  in  the  gloom  of  the 
convent.  An  unmanly  fpirit  of  revenge*' 
prompted  her  brother  to  disfigure  her  con- 
vent with  the  odious  fight  of  the  gibbets  and 
the  bodies  of  the  Strelitzes  ",  whilft  three  of 
their  leaders  were  hung  fo  clofe  to  the  win- 
dows of  her  apartments,  that  fhe  could  have 
touched  their  bodies  with  her  hand  '^  Three 
years  afterwards,  this  former   fovereiga   of 

•'  Perry,  p.  184. 5  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  112.  See  a  Hiftory 
of  Peter  by  a  Britifli  Officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  Czar,  p. 
89^  90. 

*•  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  72. 

•7  It  is  amufing  enough^  to  obferve  the  reluilant  evidence 
of  Le  Clerc  to  this  part  of  Peter's  hiftory,  and  how  adroitly 
he  converts  fheer  cruelty  into  ftatc  policy.  We  muft  praife 
the  impartiiility  of  Lacombe  on  this  occafion,  who  fairly 
avows  the  barbarity  of  Peter,  torn.  iii.  p   170,  171. 

"  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  130. 

••  **  Tarn  prope  ad  ipfas  Sophiani  cubiculi  fenpftras,  ut 
Sophia  eofdem  manu  facile  poflit  attingere."  The  words 
cf  Korb,  an  eye  witnefs  of  this  horrible  fcene. 

M  m  3  Ruflia 
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Ruffia  died  in  the  forty-fixth  year  of  her  age, 
under  the  monadic  name  of  Sufanna^% 
«^99-  Delivered  from  two  moft  obnoxious  ene- 
mies, who  always  feized  each  favourable  op* 
portunity  to  difturb  his  government,  the 
one  provoked  by  that  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs 
which  could  not  brook  the  flighted  accents  of 
command,  the  other  by  her  inveterate  hatred, 
he  was  now  able  to  befl;ow  an  uninterrupted 
attention  to  thofe  meafures  which  extended 
in  benefit  even  to  the  moft  abje£t  of  his 
fubjeds. 

But  the  trumpet  of  war,  which  that  hero, 
or  madman,  Charles  the  twelfth,  firft  founded 
from  neceility,  and  afterwards  from  inclina* 
tion,  with  fuch  terrible  fury  and  fuccefs, 
throughout  Poland  and  Denmark,  foon  di- 
verted the  mind  of  the  Czar  from  his  peace- 
able objeds,  and  urged  him  to  fummon  his 
hardy  Ruf&ans  into  the  field.  Nor  fafe- 
ty,  nor  revenge,  but  ambition,  was  the  real 
motive  which  enticed  Peter  to  draw  his 
fword  againft  the  victorious  Swede*  He  had 
caft  a  longing  eye  on  the  rich  provinces  of 
Ingria,  Efthon^a,  and  the  numerous  iflands 
of  the  Baltic ;  and  the  extenfive  fchemes 
of  ambition,  which  the  fears  of  vanquifhed 
Pdand  and  Denmark  afcribed   to   Charles, 

"•  Coze,  vol.  ii.  p-  47. 
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afforded  him  the  faireft  opportunity  of  cq- 
louring   his  real  defigns    with  the  fpecious 
pretence   of  aflifting  the  drooping  caufe  of 
his  allies.     In  the  fir  ft  campaign  the  Swedes 
maintained  the  greatnefs   of  their  military 
fame  at  Narva,  by  the  utter  difcomfiture  of 
thirty-four  thoufand  Ruffians  •*.     We  ftiould      lyco. 
however  be  inclined  to  think,  that  nine  thou- 
fand  Swedes  would  not  have  beat  fuch  a  nu- 
merous   army,    whatever    advantages    they 
might  derive  fron>  their  united  zeal  and  dif- 
cipline,  if  the  adive  fpirit  of  the  Czar  had  not 
called  him  to  Pfcove  and  Novgorod,  when  this    ' 
deciftve  battle  was  fought,  on  the  important 
defign  of  raifing  more  troops  in  thefc  terri- 
tories to  ftem  the  torrent  of  Swedifli  fuccefs. 
But  perhaps  no  prince  poffeffed,  in  a  more 
eminent  degree  than  Peter,  that  penetration 
and  vigour  fo  neceffary  for  carrying  on  af- 
fairs with  fuccefs  in  the  moft  dangerous  junc- 
tures.     The    terror    which    the    name    of 
Charles  now  infpired,  would  have  alone  filled 
an  ordinary  prince  with  utter  defpair  for  the 
fafety  of  his  throne,  much   lefs  would  he 
have  been   able  to   fugged  thofe  bold  and 

''  Gordon,  vol.  i.  p.  150.  Some  writen  ezaggeratie  the 
lofTes  of  the  Rudians  to  eighty^  nay  even  an  hundred  thou* 
fand  men.  The  prayer  of  the  Ruffians  to  their  tutcJary 
Saint  Nicholas  on  their  defeats,  is  not  unworthy  the  reader's 
perufa),  as  it  (Irongly  paints  the  fuperftitious  nunners  of  the 
times.     See  Le  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  193,  ^94. 

M  m  4  happ 
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happy  expedients  which  could  animate  his 
defponding  fubjedts.  The  natural  intrepidity 
of  Peter  however  placed  him  above  all  fear, 
and  his  hopes  to  avert  the  impending  danger 
arofe  from  the  confcioufnefs  that  his  talents 
fully  equalled  his  great  ftation. 

As  Ruffia  had  not  only  to  lament  the  lofs 
of  fo  many  of  her  foldiers  at  Narva,  but  alfo 
of  an  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  the 
firft  ftep  which  he  took  in  his  prefent  exi- 
gency to  afford  effedtual  aid,  may  be  feen  in 
the  order  to  melt  the  fuperfluous  bells  of 
the  churches  and  monafteries  for  cannon  : 
his  next  meafure,  as  the  danger  was  fo  pref- 
fing,  ^nd  by  lofing  a  fingle  moment  might 
become  irretrievable,  was  produdive  of  the 
beft  confequences.  To  recruit  his  forces, 
he  proclaimed  that  freedom  fliould  be  the 
reward  of  all  thofe  vaffals  who  fhould  flock 
to  his  ftandard  '*.  By  thefe  fpirited  efforts, 
he  put  his  empire  on  fo  formidable  a  foot- 
ing, that  although  the  Swedifti  power  was 
daily  prevailing,  he  no  longer  dreaded  the 
furious  ambition  of  Charles  would  overturn 
his  capital. 

Nine  years  after  this  memorable  defeat,  in 
which  intermediate  time  lie  had  alfo  gained 
fome  trophies  at  Marienburg,  Noeterburg,  and 

•*  Tpokcj  vol.  lit  P'  76* 

Nyen- 
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Njrenfchantz,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  «7«^3- 
citadel  he  laid  the  foundation  of  that  magni- 
ficent city '',  vthich  ftill  perpetuates  his  name; 
and  conquered  Dorpt,  Narva,  and  recovered 
his  ancient  inheritance,  Ingria;  the  battle  of 
Pultowa  v^as  fought,  which  immortalizes  the 
renown  of  Peter,  and  the  rafhnefs  df  Charles. 
This  is  one  of  thofe  engagements  which  fixes 
the  attention  of  ages,  as  its  confequences  in- 
volved the  immediate  fafety  of  a  whole  na 
tion.  The  adive  fpirit  of  Charles  had  long 
been  preying  on  the  vitals  of  the  Poliflb  king- 
dom, and  had  at  lad  fucceeded,  in  fpite  oi 
Peter's  men  and  money,  in  accomplifhing 
his  long  promifed  threat  of  expelling  his 
ally  Auguftus  from  his  throne  j  there  can 
be  little  doubt  therefore,  if  the  genius  and 
fortune  of  the  Swedifh  hero  had  prevailed  in 
this  famous  battle,  the  Ukraine  would  have 
been  no  longer  the  theatre  of  his  bold  opera- 
tions, but  the  capital  of  ^Ruflia  would  have 


•*  Yet  St.  Pcterfturg,  with  all  the  additional  fplendour 
•which  it  has  received  from  the  munificent  hand  of  that  ex- 
traordinary woman  Catharine  the  fecond,  whofe  tafte  for 
archite(fture,  and  ambition  to  adorn  the  place  of  imperial 
rcfidence,  has  left  fo  manj  durable  monuments  of  her 
bounty,  "  is  as  yet  only  an  immenfe  outline,  to  quote  the 
opinion  of  a  judicious  and  impartial  traveller,  which  will 
require  future  emprefTes,  and  almoft  future  ages  to  com- 
plete." See  Wraxali's  Tour  through  fome  Northern  Paits 
of  Europe;   Lond.  1775;  p<  236* 
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trembled  at  the  prefence  of  the  haughty  coii* 
queror. 
1709.  The  twenty- fevcnth  of  June  was  the  day 
on  which  Peter,  by  one  great  blow,  retrieved 
his  own  glory,  and  decided  the  fate  of  the 
two  crowns,  near  the  town  of  Pultowa,  in 
the  Ukraine,  where  the  Ruffians  poifefled 
feveral  magazines  ** .  We  may  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantage of  relating  the  principal  circumftances 
of  this  celebrated  battle  as  the  viAor  has  ex* 
prefTed  in  his  interefting  journal.  Six  days 
before  this  memorable  event,  the  Czar  with 
all  his  army  had  paffed  the  river  Vorfkla, 
which  wafhes  the  walls  of  Pultowa,  refolved 
to  hazard  an  engagement ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  fourth  day,  they  found  themfelves 
within  half  a  league  of  the  enemy,  where 
they  halted,  unwilling  to  abide  the  event 
of  a  general  adion.  In  the  night  they  threw 
up  an  intrenchment  between  themfelves  and 
the  Swedes  ;  their  cavalry  was  polled  in  the 
woods,  and  covered  by  feveral  redoubts  fur- 
niflied  with  artillery. 

Charles  was  betrayed  into  the  moft  immi- 
nent danger  by  the  fearlefs  curiofity  with 
which  he  reconnoitred  the  difpofitions  of  the 
Ruffians.  As  he  was  examining  their  works 
with  a  general's   eye,   he  obferved   a   fmall 

«♦  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande,   p.  187      . 
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number  of  Cofacks  repofing  themfelves  in 
indolent  fecurity  around  a  large  fire.  Un« 
perceived,  he  difmounted  from  his  horfe, 
and  aimed  his  carbine  with  fuch  judg« 
ment,  as  to  kill  the  forcmoft  of  the  party. 
The  Cofacks,  enraged  at  the  fate  of  their 
companion,  inftantly  feized  their  arms,  and 
fired :  one  of  their  fhots  wounded  the  leg  of 
the  Swedifh  monarch,  whofe  firmnefs  fo 
long  difguifed  his  pain  from  the  obfervation 
of  his  attendants,  that  they  did  not  perceive 
his  misfortune  until  the  blood  from  his  boot 
revealed  the  diftreffing  fecret.  The  Ruffians 
derived  an  effedual  aid  from  this  accident. 

At  the  break  of  day,  a  corps  of  Swedes, 
under  the  command  of  the  Generals  Rofen 
and  Schlipenbach,  charged  the  enemy  with 
fuch  irrefiftible  fury,  that  the  cavalry  gave  way 
in  diforder,  and  two  redoubts  alfo  became 
the  rewards  of  their  valour.  Already  the 
JSwedes  flattered  themfelves  with  reaping  the 
honours  of  a  decifive  viftory  ;  but  their  pre- 
fumption  proved  fatal  to  themfelves  and 
to  their  country.  In  their  eagernefs  to  im- 
prove their  fuccefs,  they  advanced  with  fuch 
precipitate  raflinefs,  that  they  loft  fight  of 
the  reft  of  the  army,  and  were  thrown  into 
confufion  by  the  vigorous  fire  kept  up  by  the 
enemy's  cannon.  Schlipenbach,  in  the  dan- 
I  gcr 
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gcr  of  being  furrounded,  was  obliged  to  retire 
into  a  wood,  where  the  cavalry,  direded  by 
the  judicious  Czar,  rufhed  on  them  j  and 
their  united  efforts  foon  compelled  the  afto- 
nifhed  general  to  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  tc* 
mcrity,  by  the  furrender  of  himfelf  and  his 
troops  ;  Rofen,  in  the  intrenchments,  fliared 
a  fimilar  fate« 

Peter,  who  had  to  endure  feelings  pecu- 
liar to  himfelf,  for  he  had  not  only  flaked 
his  life,  but  the  exiftence  of  all  his  great  un- 
dertakings on  the  fuccefs  of  this  day,  had 
obferved  as  he  was  darting  his  comprehenfive 
eye  to  the  different  fcenes  of  danger,  and 
fludying  every  poiTible  advantage,  that  the 
principal  body  of  the  Swedifli  army  proceeded 
through  the  redoubts  with  a  degree  of  con- 
fufion  unworthy  of  their  famous  difcipline : 
thefe  irregular  motions  he  converted  into  a 
prefage  of  vidory,  and  therefore  judged 
the  prefent  moment  moft  favourable  for  an 
attack. 

The  tumult  and  clamour  of  the  general 
affault  commenced  at  nine  in  the  morning. 
Charles,  who  was  foremoft  in  every  danger, 
was  carried  in  a  litter  by  his  Drabans,  and 
with  his  piftol  in  his  hand,  went  from  rank 
to  rank,  urging  every  motive  of  honour  to 
excite  the  courage  of  his  foldiers.     Both  of 

thefe 
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thefe  rivals  in  the  race  of  glory  were  carclefs 
of  their  own  fafet^,  and  watchful  only  to  dif- 
play,  on  every  moment,  the  valour  of  a  foU 
dier  and  the  ability  of  a  chief.  A  ball  en- 
tered the  faddle  of  Peter's  horfe,  and  his 
hat  •'  was  pierced  with  feveral  {hots  as  he 
was  imparting  his  calm  and  fkilful  orders  ^^ 
While  Charles  was  rallying  his  defpairing 
troops^',  a  difcharge  of  cannon  broke  his 
litter  into  pieces,  and  killed  at  the  fame  time 
one  of  his  fupporters. 

The  whole  engagement  did  not  laft  above  - 
two  hours.  The  conflidl  between  the  two 
lines  of  infantry  was  long,  obftinate,  and 
bloody,  but  the  proud  Charles  had  at  laft 
the  mortification  of  beholding  the  irreparable 
flight  of  his  braveft  foldiers  before  thofe  men 
whofe  warlike  efforts  he  had  fo  long  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  view  with  the  utmoft  contempt. 
Upwards  of  nine  thoufand  Swedes  periftied 
in  the  field  of  battle,  according  to  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  conquerors ;  while  the  multitude 

•'  This  memorable  hat  Is  {llll  to  be  viewed  in  the  cabinet 
of  the  academy  of  fcienccs.  See  Storck's  Tableau  de  St. 
Peterfbourg. 

9*  Even  Frederick  of  Pruffia,  in  whofe  eyes  Peter  is  rare- 
ly an  objeft  of  admiration,  allows  that  he  performed  on  this 
memorable  day  all  the  duties  of  a  great  general.  See  Hift. 
de  la  Malfon  de  Brandenburg. 

*^  The  Swedes  were  twice  deceived  with  the  profpedl  of 
triumph.  When  the  Czar's  hat  v>  n?  pierced  with  a  mufquet 
ball,  the  Swedes,  fays  Lacoinbc,  cnent  vidoircj  p.  246. 

of     . 
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of  wounded  among  the  Ruffians,  whicE 
amounted  to  near  three  thoufand,  was  much 
greater  than  thofe  of  the  flain.  The  van- 
quifhed  might  with  truth  feek  to  hide  their 
want  of  fuccefs  under  their  vaft  inferiority  of 
numbers,  but  thefe  advantages  mufl  be  coun- 
terbalanced by  the  remembrance  that  none 
but  the  firft  line  of  the  Ruffians  had  looked 
on  the  faces  of  their  enemies  •*. 

A  generous  concern  was  expreffed  by  the 
Czar  for  the  fate  of  the  vanquilhed  king  ;  he 
confeflfed  and  adipired  his  great  exploits,  and 
efteem  maintained  an  alliance  with  tender- 
nefs  in  the  heart  even  of  this  ferocious 
man.  He  dined  on  the  field  of  vidlory  with 
the  principal  officers  and  Swedifti  generals, 
who  had  furrendered  to  his  vidtorious  arms. 
Count  Piper,  who  had  enjoyed  a  pre-eminence 
over  all  the  Swedifli  nobles  in  the  affedion  of 
his  unfortunate  prince,  had  voluntarily  fub- 
mitted  himfelf  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy, 
defpairing  of  all  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  refift- 
ance  :  he  alfo  was  invited  to  the  table  of  the 

••  Journal  de  Pierre  le  Grand ;  a  Berlin,  1773  ;  p, 
234-- 24 1*  In  a  letter  of  the  Czar's  difpatched  to  admiral 
Apraxin>  from  the  field  of  battle,  to  give  him  the  fird  in* 
teliigence  of  his  glorious  fuccefs,  the  royal  vidlor  makes  this 
juft  and  emphatic  remark  in  the  poftfcript :  Graces  a  Dieu, 
w/i  lapUrre  fondamentale  de  Peterbourg  folsdement  pojee,  .For 
this  exprefGon^  fee  Anecdotes  Originales  de  Pierre  le  Grand, 
p.  304. 
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conqueror.  Peter  complimented  the  courage 
of  the  Swedifh  generals  in  terms  highly  flat- 
tering to  their  vanity,  and  returned  his  fword 
to  Field-Marfhal  Reinfchild  :  he  then  drank 
the  health  of  his  mailers,  politely  adding, 
that  this  title  was  appropriate  to  the  Swedes, 
to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  his  knowledge 
of  th^  art  of  war. 

Prince  MentchikofF,  who  had  eftabliihed  his 
military  fame  '^  in  this  a^on,  was  difpatched 
in  purfuit  of  the  vanquifhed.  His  foldiers, 
animated  by  their  late  fuccefs,  foon  overtook 
thefe  exhaufted  bands.  The  Swedes  far  fur- 
palTed  them  in  numbers,  but,  difpirited  by 
their  recent  difafters,  they  were  more  inclined 
to  confult  their  fafety  by  a  furrender,  than 
by  their  intrepidity.  MentchikofF,  percei- 
ving their  deplorable  (late  and  averfion  to 
an  engagement,  commiflloned  an  officer  to 
repair  to  Levenhaupt  their  commander  with 
propofals  of  capitulation.  They  were  fuch 
as  conquerors  ufually  didlate  ;  the  iofs  of 
their  arms  and  freedom  was  comprifed  among 
the  reft  of  the  anicles ;  and  the  defpair  of 
the  Swedes  delivered  both  up  to  General 
Bauer  '*^,  an  officer  who  had  highly  diftin- 

guifhed 

*•  In  this  memorable  battle,  the  favourite  of  Peter  had 
three  horfes  (hot  under  him  ;  Coxe,  vol.  ii*   p*  214. 

■••  There  is  a  ftory  related  of  this  general  by  an  authentic 
trriter,  which  places  him  in  fuch  an  amiable  light|  and  convejss 

at 
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guifhed  himfelf  in  this  engagement  by  his 
ikill  and  bravery. 

Thus 


at  the  fame  time  fuch  a  (evere  reproach  to  th^t  falfepnde  whicj 
counfels  man  to  guard  againft  the  difcovery  of  a  plebeian 
origin  as  a  mortal  wound  to  his  reputation,  after  geniusi  ca« 
price,  or  fortune^  has  mounted  him  on  the  car  of  greatneis, 
that  we  fhaJl  deem  no  apology  neceffary  to  the  manly  rea- 
der for  the  length  of  its  infertion.  The  orders  of  the  Czar 
having  fixed  this  general  in  Holftein  at  the  conclaCot 
of  the  .year  1702,  he  invited  one  day  his  principal  of- 
ficers to  an  entertainment,  and  difputched  at  the  fame 
time  a  fimilar  meffage  to  a  miller  and  his  wife^  wbofe 
decent  habitation  arofc  near  the  town  of  Haflum.  The 
miller,  to  whom  the  Ruffian  name  was  fo  formidabley , 
felt  great  uneafmefs  at  this  invitation,  as  he  interpreted 
it  not  into  an  honourable  courtefy»  but  into  an  abfolme 
command.  With  fear  and  wonder,  the  anxious  pair  foogbt 
the  camp,  where  Bauer  himftif  received  them,  feated  them 
both  by  his  fide  at  the  table,  and  exhorted  them  to  banlA 
every  apprehenfion  of  danger.  During  the  dinner  he  qii^f- 
tioned  his  humble  gueft  concerning  the  a^ual  (late  of  his 
family,  and  after  he  had  afcertained  the  number  of  his 
children,  he  aflced  him  whether  he  had  any  brothers.  One 
could  only  be  called  by  that  name,  replied  the  miller,  bat 
as  he  entered  into  the  army  at  a  very  early  age,  and  no  tid- 
ings have  ever  been  received  of  him,  I  muil  conclude  that  he 
has  fallen  in  fome  engagement.  Then  General  Bauer  ad- 
drcffing  himfelf>Co  the  afiembly,  thus  emphatically  exprefled 
the  noble  feelings  of  truth,  virtue  and  affedion  :  '*  Gentle- 
men»  you  have  always  been  inquifitive  to  know  my  origin; 
your  curiofity  fhall  now  be  fatisfied  ;  I  drew  my  firft  breath 
in  the  null  which  belongs  to  ny  iroiher,  whom  you  heboid  here  «^ 
myjifter,**  On  faying  thefc  words,  he  arofc  from  the  table, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  his  aftonifhed  relatives,  tnd 
requeded  the  company  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day  ii^ 
the  paternal  milL  The  reader  might  juftly  accnfe  us  of  dimi- 
nilhing  the  effe^  of  this  pleafing  and  inftru^iTC  fcenef  if  we 

did 
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Thus,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
officers  who  fled  with  their  enraged  monarchy 
into  the  Turkifh  dominions,  the  whole  Swe* 
difli  army  was  either  flaughtered  or  captiyed 
by  the  Ruffian  arms  *"*. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  men,  who,  from  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  courfe  of  vidories, 
had  claimed  the  proud,  but  precarious  title 
of  invincible'"**. ,  The  conqueror  of  Charle8» 
the  legiflator  of  a  numerous  people,  the  crea* 
tor  of  a  new  power,  the  ally  of  Poland  and 
China,  whofe  arms  and  authority  were  car*- 
ried  from  the  fhores  of  the  Frozen  to  the 
Euxine  and  Cafpian  fe^cs,  and  from  the  gulph 
of  Finland  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  was  raifed  for 
this  vidory,  to  the  rank  of  Major-General^ 
by  the  approbation  and  confent  of  his  fuperior 
officers*  They  granted  him  at  the  fame  time 
the  rank  of  rear-admiral  in  the  fervice  of  the 


did  not  add,  that  tht  generous  Bauer  fettled  his  brother 
in  a  happy  independencct  and  charged  himfelf  with  the  edu- 
cation of  his  nephews.  In  my  mind,  this  anecdote  ybr  its  ima 
ral  excellence^  is  almoft  worthy  to  be  infcribed  in  letters  of 
gold.  In  juftice  to  the  honour  of  the  Cz&r,  we  muft  ob- 
ieryef  that  he  admired  and  praifed  this  exemplary  conduft 
of  the  truly  magnamm^ut  general .     Le  ClerCf  torn.  iii.  p«  350* 

*••  Levefque*  torn.  iv.  p.  376. 

***  FonteneUe,  in  his  Eloge  du  Czar  Pierre,  torn-  tii.  p. 
t02.,  fpcaking  of  the  Czar's  determination  to  advance  ia 
jnilitary  rank  only  by  his  fuperior  merit,  obferres  with  hi« 
«(aal  difcemmenc  and  fpirit»  **  Si  c'^toit  la  une  efpece  de 
€0m6die»  du^moins  elle  ^oit  inftrudiTe  et  m^ritoit  d'toe 
jou^e  devsnt  tons  les  rois." 

N  n  fea. 
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foa.  It  was  by  this  method  '°*  the  Czar  oyer- 
paine  his  enemies,  iofufcd  obedience  into  his 
AibjeSs,  enlarged  their  fcntiments,    aroufed 
their  fpirits,  and  called  forth  their  talents^ 
171 1.  Two  years  after  this  glorious  event,  which 

fixed  immoveable  the  foundations  of  St.  PcterC- 
l>urgh,  the  Turks  on  the  river  Pruth  expofed 
to  the  triumphant  Czar  the  fad  viciffitudea 
^f  war.  The  origin  and  conclufion  of  this 
cnterprife,  fo  falufary  to  the  Turks,  fo  in- 
glorious to  Peter,  may  be  difmiOTed  in  a  few 
xwords. 

When  ■"'  Charles  fled  from  a  bold  and 
purfuing  enemy  to  the  friendly  frontiers  of 
Turkey,  the  great nefs  of  his  name  had  long 
attrafted  the  veneration  of  the  Divan,  which 
prepoffeffion  in  his  favour,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectation of  his  foes  and  to  the  ufual  injuftice  of 
mankind,  fuffered  no  abatement  by  his  prefent 
i^i«£ortunes.  -^Perhaps  their  refpe£t  and  com- 
pafGon  for  the  fate  of  Charles  did  not  lofe 
lany  of  its  force,  by  the  mortifying  remem- 
brance that  the  fame  man  who  had  compelled 
him  to  aflame  the  fuppliant  charader  of  a 
fugitive,  had  fecured  the  fortrefs  of  Azof 
by'  his  talents  and  valour.     The.  truce^  ho^r- 

'*'^  **  Hon  h^ono  gli  hotam  Rifiggiori  nimico  c^e  I9 
troppa  profperita."  Hift.  d'ltalia,  KIk  w.  p.  3§9<.  Tb^  vf 
leraos  of  Ci^itries  maj  exemplify  tbUreiMrkof  (bf  6lg?fi99» 
Gtitccardiut* . 

■•3  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  91, 92,  93.. 

ever. 
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€Ver,  which  they  renewed  the  following 
year  with  the  Ruffians,  induced  the  van- 
quiflied  king  to  believe  that  they  had  re- 
folved  to  run  the  chance  neither  of  vidory 
nor  defeat  in  his  unequal  conteft  with  the 
Czar,  But  this  neutrality  was  foon  de-* 
ftroyed  by  the  miffion  of  Count  Ponia* 
tovfkb  to  Conftantinople,  whofe  abilities  wer^ 
fo  well  employed  in  the  caufe  of  his  friend 
and  mafter  Charles,  that  he  not  only  effected 
the  downfall  of  the  Vizir,  whofe  pacific  fyf* 
terns  had  claflied  with  his  defigns,  but  at  laft 
prevailed  on  the  flothful  feraglio  to  unfurl 
the  ftandard  of  war. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  prince  of 
Peter's  warlike  temper  of  mind,  on  beholding 
this  preffing  and  extenfive  danger,  long  de- 
layed to  meet  the  Turk  in  arms.  But  for- 
getfulnefs  of  the  inconftancy  of  fortune,  and 
cpntempt  of  the  enemy,  (two  faults  which 
generally  are  the  forerunners  of  great  evils,) 
betrayed  the  Czar  into  a  fit  nation  where 
courage  and  Ikill  were  equally  una  vail  ing* 
Unfortunately  repofing  an  implicit  confidence 
in  the  fuccours  of  Cantemir,  the  hofpodar 
of  Moldavia,  and  the  treacherous  vaflal  df 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  he  advanced  into  the 
enemies  country  with  fuch  a  fatal  preci- 
pitancy '***  that  he  permitted  the  Turks  and 

*^  S^  Gordon,  vol.  iu  p.  58. 

N  n  2  Tatars, 
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Tatar?,  whofe  unircd  foree  furpafled  his  in 
ft  more  than  ten-fold  proportion,  to  furprize 
and  encompafs  him  on  the  river  Pruth  near  to 
the  ancient  town  of  Jaffy  in  Moldavia,  with 
the  ftrength  of  his  men  confumed  by  the  fa- 
tigues of  a  ^ long  march,  and  their  courage 
deprefled  by  the  apprehenfion  of  famine. 
Fear  and  defpair  for  the  firft  time  rufhed 
into  the  heart  of  Peter,  at  the  fight  of  his 
adtual  mifery  and  the  recolleftion  of  his  paft 
greatnefs  ;  and  the  romantic  plans  of  con* 
queft  which  Charles  had  formed  would  now 
perhaps  have  been  realized,  if  the  adventurous 
firmnefs  of  Catharine  "',  the  celebrated  and 
chofen  partner  of  his  toils  as  well  as  pleafures, 
had  not  fuggefted  an  expedient  which  liberated 
him  from  all  the  horrors  of  his  fituation. 

•  While  the  difconfolate  Czar,  in  the  agony 
of  his  grief  had  retired  to  his  tent  and  for- 
bade every  one,  under  pain  of  death,  to  feek 
an  accefs  t6  Jbis  perfon  '***,  this  intrepid  wo- 
man dreading  more  the  efFeds  of  his  convul- 
fions  "*'  than  anger,  eluded  the  vigilance  of 

«**'  For  the  birth,  and  hiftory  of  Catharine,  wc  refer  the 
^der  to  Coxct  vol.  ii.  p.  2Tj,Scc*  who  has  gathered  on  this 
..  'fuhjeft  much  curious  inrormation  from  the  moll  authentic 
quarters. 

*"*- Chantrcau,  vol.  ii.  p.  52. 

■"'  Thefc  convulfions  were-faid  (with  what  tmth  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  determine)  to  be  the  effe^s  of  the  poifon  admiol^- 
dered  by  his  After  Sophia.  See  Lord  Whitworth*s  accoonS 
of  Rufiiat  as  it  was  in  the  year  lyio,  Lond.  1758,  p.  57. 

3  the 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


REVOLUTIONS  OP  RUSSIA.  549 

the  guards,  pafled  behind  the  tent  which 
(he  entered  by  cutting  the  firings,  and  by 
daring  to  fpeak  the  language  of  truth,  com* 
pelled  his  pride  to  acknowledge,  that  to 
enfure  the  general  fafety  he  muft  condefcend 
\o  folicit  for  a  peace  '***•  This  refolution  wa» 
the  refult  of  a  council  of  war  which  her 
prompt  and  manly  fplrit  had  aflembled  and 
harangued.  The  counfels  of  Catharine  were 
pradifed  with  a  fuccefs,  which  exceeded  their 
moft  fanguine  expedtations.  After  colleding 
all  the  money  and  valuables  which  her  fcanty 
ftores,  and  the  fevere  frugality  of  the  army 
could  furnilh  "%  an  officer  of  merit  and  confi- 
dence fet  forward  to  the  Vizir  with  thefe  pre- 
fents,  and  a  letter  from  Cheremetef,  \yhich 
contained  propofals  of  peace  in  the  name  of 
his  maften  During  the  awful  interval,  the 
troops  of  the  defponding  emperor  had  been 
commanded  to  fall  on  the  enemy  with  all 
their  ftrength,  fliould  his  overtures  be  re- 
jeaed'^ 

The  tardy  reply  of  the  Turk  occafioned 
the  Ruffians  to  advance  forty  yards ;  but  a 
favourable  anfwer  at  length  arriving  from  the 
Vizir,  prevented  any  defperate  meafures  being 

■  •  Levcrque,.toni.  iv.  p.  4!!,  ^12,  413,  414. 
•••  Mexnoires  de   IMmperiitrice  Catherine,  Haye,    172S, 
p.  32.     Vita  di  PiclTO  il  Grande,  p.  12  • 

*■•  Journal  dc  Pierre  Ic  Grand,  p.  374,  375. 

N  n  3  under- 
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undertaken.  Between  this  firft  fervant  6f  the 
Ottoman  courtandthe  vicechiincellorof  Ruffia, 
Baron  ShaflRrof,  was  concluded  a  treaty  *''  by 
which  the  Turks  obtained  tht  moft  rational 
Objeds  of  the  war,  the  reftoration  of  Azof  "\ 
the  free  paflage  of  Charles  to  his  kingdom  "% 
the  demolition  of  the  port  of  Taganrok  on  the 
lea  of  Zabache,  and  that  of  Samara  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name ;  th* 
ftther  articles  were  few  in  number,  and  of 
fmall  importance.  Thus  by  no  very  difgrace* 
ful  conceflions  "*,  did, the  wifdom  of  an  unlet- 
tered wom&n  fave  the  Ruffians  and  r^fervc 
the  important  life  of  the  Emperor  for  the  fu- 
ture fervice  of  his  country,  both  of  which 
would  have  been  loft  by  his  own  indifcretion 
and  the  timid  perplexity  of  his  generals  "*. 

Th<! 

"*  In  Brucc's  Memoh-Sy  p.  44.  we  rea4  **  that  the  peace 

was  concluded  in  the  name  of  the  field -marfhal,  without  the 

\  knowledge  of  the  Czar."     But  the  mfpcding  and  ablblute 

difpofition  of  Peter  flrongly  inclines  us  to  difpute  the  au- 

tbentichy  of  this  a/Tertion. 

"*  Vita  di  Pietro  11  Grande,  p.  ZZ'j. 

■'^  Sec  Mottley,  vol.  ii.  p*  157.  for  the  article  relative  to 
the  king  of  Sweden. 

*'♦  See  Cantcmir's  Hift.  of  the  Othman  Empire  ;  Sm-  tie 
noble  refufal  and  reply  of  the  Czar  not  to  violate  his  promiie 
of  dcferting  this  prince,  p.  453. 

*"  Several  writers  have  however  reduced  the  interference 
of  Catharine  in  this  critical  affair  to  a  very  fmall  compafs. 
Motraye  in  particular  denies  her  raifing  of  the  prefents,  and 
attributes  the  deliverance  of  the  Czar  folely  to  the  political 

ability 
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The  inftanccts  we  believe  afe  very  farft  both 
in  ancient  and  modern  hiftory)  wliere  at  th^ 
expence  of  man  fo  much  fair  commendation 
can  be  beftowed  on  the  fenfe  and  firmnef* 
of  the  female  character. 

The  conqueft  of  Finland  was  the  next  1713. 
event  which  added  luftre  to  the  Ruflian  arms, 
and  the  condudb  of  Peter,  on  this  perilous 
cnterprize,  moft  ftrikingly  difplays  a  hero^ 
eager  to  facrifice  his  life  for  the  gieneraf 
fafety^  yet  ftill  trufting  to  extricate  himfelf 
from  all  his  difficulties  by  the  judicious  choice 
of  his  meafures.  After  Helfmgfors  and  Abo 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Czar,  the  flee? 
of  gallies  under  the  command  of  the  brave 
general-admiral  Apraxin,  purfued  their  courfe 
towards  Finland  to  the  latitude  of  Abo.  The 
ihips  of  the  line  wefe  fent  to  Revd,  and 
the  Czar  embarked  with  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral  '"*.     Some  light  veflels  were  ftationed 


ability  of  ShaflSrof,  p.  103—105.  note.  But  the  manifefto 
of  Peter  on  her  coronation  where  he  fpeaks  fo  pointedly 
of  his  obligations  to  her  at  this  place,  muft  be  deduced  as  a 
(Irong  argumeilt  in  fupport  of  her  a^ing  the  principal  part 
in  this  great  affair.  Wc  feel  therefore  little  or  no  rcluAanc^ 
in  fubfcribing  our  afTent  to  the  following  words  of  Chantreau  2 
*•  La  paix  de  Pruth,  qui  fauva  Parm^e  RulTe  d'unc  d^ftruAion 
inevitable,  a  6c ^entierement  attrtbuee  a  l'habilit6dcCatherlne» 
ct  Pa  6t6  juftement,  malgrc  ce  qu'en  ont  pu  dire  lesr  detrac- 
tetirs  dt  cette  pfinceffe,  ou  ccux  qui  ont  6crit  d'aprcs  eux/* 
•*•  Levcfque,  torn.  iv.  p.  439,  440, 

N  n  4  betweea 
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between  the  fleets  for  the  purpofes  of  commu- 
nication. The  fleet  of  the  enemy  lay  at  an- 
chor more  ftrong  in  (hips  than  the  RuflianSy 
but  of  an  inferior  force  in  gallics,  and  confe- 
quently  lefs  adapted  for  fkilful  manoeuvres  in 
a  fea  interfperfed  with  rocks.  After  the  in- 
defatigable and  illuftrious  rear-admiral  had 
difcovered  their  pofition  and  ftrength,  orders 
were  iflued  to  proceed  towards  Angout;  a 
yery  narrow  iflhmus  appeared  between  this 
place  and  Razabourg.  The  pofleflion  of  the 
enemies  fleet  in  this  fituation  appeared  hope- 
lefs,  if  the  genius  of  the  Czar  had  not  con« 
ceived  and  executed  a  plan  which  totally  re- 
medied the  deficiency  of  nature.  A  road 
was  formed  of  ftrong  and  folid  planks,  along 
which  eighty  gallies  were  drawn  over  rollers 
by  dint  of  ftrength,  and  launched  into  the  wa* 
ter  to  the  aftoniftiment  of  the  Swedes.  Ereni^ 
child  the  rear-admiral  of  the  Swedes,  who 
had  run  out  in  a  frigate  from  Angout  to  ob* 
ferve  the  movements  of  the  Ruflians,  was  em- 
boldened to  the  attack  by  the  alluring  hope 
of  an  eafy  vii^ory. 

Impatient  of  delay  he  proceeded  with  more 
courage  than  prudence  againft  the  vanguard, 
led  on  by  the  Czar  himfelf '",  who  performed 
on  this  day,  the  various  and  oppofitc  duties 
pf   general   and   pilot,  of  foldier  and   fai* 

•*7  ht  CUrc,  torn.  iii«  p.  37^,  376. 

lor. 
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lor  "\  to  the  admiration  of  his  friends  and 
the  terror  of  his  enemies.  Always  animat- 
ing in  the  hour  of  danger  the  valour  of  his 
fubjeds  by  his  own  example,  he  himfelf 
encountered  the  frigate  of  Erenfchild,  and  with  1714. 
fuch  Ikill  and  bravery  as  decided  the  engage- 
ment. The  combat  lafted  two  whole  hours  "* 
terrible  from  the  defpair  of  the  admiral  and 
the  fury  of  the  Czar.  The  Swedifti  artillery 
was  productive  of  more  terror  than  efFeA,  ,as' 
the  diredion  of  their  guns  was  not  fufficiently 
low.  They  at  laft  fell  into  clofe  a<ftion,  gal- 
lies  grappled  with  gallies,  and  the  boarding 
became  fo  defperate  and  genera],  that  (laugh- 
ter and  confufion  prefently  reigned  around. 
When  the  efforts  of  the  Swedes  had  entirely 
fubfided,  the  Ruffians  numbered,  among  the 
fruits  of  this  important  vidory,  the  perfon 
of  the  wounded  admiral  '*%  his  frigate,  eight 
gallies,  and  three  fmall  veflels.  The  refl  of  the 
Swedifh  fleet  fled  with  all  the  hafte  of  fear 
towards  Stockholm,  while  the  vidorious  Czar 
took  poffeflion  of  the  ifland  of  Aland,  which 

•*•  **  II  Czar  fcce  in  quella  zuffa  Ic  fuozioni  di  gcneralc, 
<  di  Docchiere,  di  foldato,  e  di  marinajOy  ordiaando  colla 
ilia  voce,  efe^uendo  colla  fue  mani,  animando  colli  fuo 
czempio.''     Vita  di  Pictro  il  Grande,  p,  239. 

"•  Lacombc,  p.  291.  Mottlcy,  vol.  ii,  p.  209.  Gordon 
fays  three,  vol.  ii.  p.  58. 

*^^  Bruce,  in  his  Memoirs*  p.  128.  relates,  **  that  Erenf- 
child  received  feven  wounds  in  this  defperate  engagement." 
jSee  likewife  FontencUe's  £loge  da  Czar  Fierrei  p.  208. 

is; 
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k    but    twelve  leagues    diftant    from    that 
capital. 

We  can  readily  imagine  what  a  flecplcfs 
night  the  court   of  Stockholm    muft   have 
paflfed,  when  they  were  informed  of  the  near 
rcfidence    of  the   Czar.      A   long  feries   of 
vidioriea  had  too  fatally  afcertalned  the  war-> 
like  abilities  of  their  neighbour,  whofe  am- 
bition (of  which  they  had  very  folid  proofs 
to  juftify  their  fufpicions)  would  lead  his  moft 
ferious  thoughts  to  the  conqueft  of  their  ter- 
rified city  '"•     But  the  misfortune  of  Charles 
and  the  fad  reverfe  of  fortune  on  the  banks 
of  the  Pruthy  had  warned  the  adventurous 
fpirit  of  Peter  not  to  unoertake   a  part  fo 
full  of  danger  from  its  failure,  and  fo  unpro« 
snifmg  of  any  permanent  advantage  from  its 
fttccefs.    Content  therefore  with  the  more  fafe 
and  moderate  pleafure  of  (Iriking  terror  into 
the  very  heart  of  Sweden,  and  of  proving  the 
value  of  the  marine,  which  owed  its  birth  to 
his  i^duftry  and  genius,  and  its  {kill  to  £n- 
glifh  inflru£tion  '^\  he  entrutled  the  command 

of 

•*"  Mottley,  vol.  ii.  p.  211. 

■•*  Wc  may  conceive  with  what  eminent  fuccefs  naval 
tafbics  were  cultivated  by  the  Ruffian  youth,  who  Were  dif* 
patched  into  England  by  the  fagacious  Czar,  on  the  pcr- 
miffion  of  our  court,  when  the  cautious  and  experienced  ad- 
mfral  Apraxia  ventured  to  declare  that  he  would  defy  any 
of  our  flags  to  put  a  ftratagem  on  them  with  which  they 
were  not  acquainted*  See  a  fpirited  and  judicious  pamphlet 
(the  compofltion,  I  believe,  of  an  Englifliman  who  filled  a 

diplomatic 
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of  Finland  to  prince  Golitzin  arid  fleered 
happy  and  glorious  to  St.  Peterlburgh  with 
all  his  prizes  '*'. 

On  his  return  he  evinced  in  a  mod  con- 
fpicuous  manner,  that  fuperior  courage  of 
the  mind  which,  unaffifted  by  any  great  ex- 
ample, can  meet  death  in  its  moft  terrific 
Ihape,  when  thefafetyof  his  people  demand- 
ed the  facrifice.  As  the  triumphant  fleet 
paffed  on  to  St.  Peterfburg,  a  furious  tempeft 
fuddenly  arofe ;  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
encreafed  the  fenfe  of  danger,  the  men  could 
no  longer  maintain  the  charafter  of  expe- 
rienced ^mariners,  and  their  limbs  were  fo 
motiohlefs  by  fear,  that  they  were  not  equal 
even  to  the  attempt  of  faving  their  lives.  In 
this  general  confternation,  their  ruin  muft 
have  been  inevitable,  if  the  fortitude  of  the 
fovereign  had  not  ftood  firm  and  invincible ; 
if  his  abilities  had  not  prepared  a  feafonable 


diplomatic  ftation  in  Ruflia)  intitled,  **  Trnth  is  but  Truth  as 
it  is  timed,  or  our  Miniftry's  prefentMeaTiires  agsiinft  the  MttA 
covite -vindicated."  Lond.  I7i9»  p.  7-  If  there  is  any  am- 
thority  to  be  found  in  the  report  which  fomc  time  ago  pre- 
vailed of  onr  gallant  and  fcicntific  admiral  Sir  Borlafe  War- 
ren having  a^umed  the  honours  of  the  diplomatic  chara^r 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  inftruding  the  Ruffians  in  the 
theory  and  practice  of  our  naval  ta^ics>  we  recommeiKl: 
^e  perufal  of  this  curious  paffage  to  our  miniilers. 
'^'  Levef^^ue^  torn.  iv.  p.  ^4^. 

relief, 
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relief,  if  he  had  not  felt  that  the  firft  in  rank 
ihould  fliew  himfelf  the  firft  in  fpirit,  when  the 
time  is  pregnant  with  deftrudion.  In  oppofition 
to  the  urgent  entreaties  and  undifguifed  fears 
of  his  moft  intrepid  officers,  he  fearlefsly  de- 
fcended  into  a  large  boat,  and  in  this  danger- 
ous conveyance  proceeded  more  than  two 
miles  by  fea,  (every  moment  expeding  to 
be  fwallowed  up  by  the  waves,)  till  he  at  laft 
gained  the  land,  where  he  lighted  a  great 
fire,  the  promifed  fignal  of  fafety,  which  re- 
vived the  loft  courage  of  the  failors,  and  with 
their  courage,  the  power  of  preferving  the 
fleet '*\ 

The  vidorious  army  entered  St.  Peterf- 
burg  with  all  the  defervtd  honours  of  a 
triumph.  The  '**  proceffion  was  opened  by 
the  conquerors  ;  and  when  they  had  been  fa- 
luted  by  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  the 
brave  admiral  Erenfchild  reludantly  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  public  gaze  at  the  head  of  his 
equally  brave  companions-  The  frigate  and 
gallies  taken  from  the  Swedes  were  ranged 
on  the  Neva,  From  the  principal  ftreets  the 
glorious  proceffion  was  conduded  to  the  ci- 
tadel '*%  where  on  a  throne  was  feated  prince 

"♦  Mem.  de  TEmpirc  Ruflien,  p.  54.  and  Vita  di  Pictro 
tl  Grande,  p.  139, 240. 

■*•  Lcvefquc,  torn.  iv.  p.  443. 

•»•  Fontcnelle's  Elogc  du  Cear  Pierre  1.  p.  208. 

Fedor 
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Fedor  Romodanovlki,  to  receive  that  homage 
which  the  modefty  or  policy  of  Peter  inva- 
riably declined.     The  prince   Czar  (for  fuch 
was  the  title  beftowed  on  this  cuftomary  re- 
prefentative  of  the  fovereign  on  all   memo- 
rable occafions)  commanded  the  rear-admiral 
Peter  Alexiovitz  to  ftand  before  his  prince  and 
give  a  recital  of  the  famous  battle  of  Angout. 
The  **'  great  ruler  of  Ruffia,  in  a  uniform 
of  an  officer  of  the  marine,  obeyed  the  man- 
date  with   every   poffible   demonftration  of 
refpeft.     The  exertions  of  the  officers  v^rere 
rewarded  with  medals  of  gold;  filver  '"  one$ 
teftified  the  merit  of  the  failors  and  foldiers^ 
and  the  fervices  of  the  Czar  raifed  him  to  the 
rank   of  vice-admiral  "^     In   this    fplendid 
and  edifying  comedy,  the  foreign  minifters 
and   great  officers   of  the   court  bore  their 
parts,    by    advancing    to    congratulate    the 
Czar  on   his   new  promotion.     When   this 
ceremony    was    concluded,    Peter    afcended 
from    the  inferior  office  of  vice-admiral   to 
the  more  exalted   ftation  of  fovereign  and 
in  that  charader  he  was  not  afraid  to  pro- 
nounce  a   difcourfe  before  the  different   or- 
ders of  the  thronged  aflembly,  in  every  re- 

«»^  JLiC  Cletc,  torn.  iii.  p.  377. 

■*•  William's  Ruffia,  p.  160. 

•*•  Viu  di  Pietro  il  Grande,  p,24i. 

fpea 
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fpcfl;  worthy  of  the  auguft  name  of  founder 
and  legiflator  of  a  great  empire. 

"  My  brothers,  who  among  us  could  have 
entertained  the  proud  thought  that  in  the 
fpace  of  thirty  years  he  fhould  have  one  day 
With  me  conftruded  veflels  in  the  Baltic  ;  that 
from  this  conquered  country  a  city  of  the  firft 
magnitude  (hould  have  ftarted  up  by  che  union 
of  our  bravery  and  labours,  that  fuch  a  train  of 
vidlorious  combatants  and  fkilful  navigators 
fhould  have  flown  from  the  blood  of  the  Ruf- 
fians. The  moft  prophetic  eye  which  per- 
vades human  affairs,  could  not  have  forefeen 
that  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time  fuch  learned 
men,  diflinguifhed  artifts,  and  fkilful  work- 
men, would  have  flocked  from  the  different 
parts  of  Europe  to  raife  the  arts  to  the  moft 
flourifhing  height  in  our  country ;  that  we 
fhould  have  commanded  fuch  refpedi  in  the 
eyes  of  foreign  potentates,  that  a  glory  of  fovaft 
an  extent,  fhould  be  attached  to  our  nation. 

"  In  the  inftrudive  page  of  hiftory  we  fee 
that  in  former  times  the  fciences  fixed  their 
abode  in  Greece,  and  that  when  the  rage 
of  faction  urged  their  flight  from  thofe  de- 
lightful countries,  Italy  was  the  next  to  fetl 
their  humanizing  influence,  and  from  thence 
they  fpread  therafelves  into  all  the  countries 
of  Europe.  By  the  negligence  of  our  an- 
ceftors  they  flopped  in  Poland,  without  vi- 

fiting 
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fiting  us.  But  the  Germans  and  Poles 
have  been  plunged  in  the  fame  darknefs 
of  ignorance  where  we  have  languiflbed 
even  to  the  prefent  times ;  from  the  cares 
of  their  fovereigns  fprang  that  generous 
emulation  which  now  leads  them  to  the 
right  exercife  of  their  faculties.  To  them 
belongs  the  fame  of  inheriting  the  fcience  of 
Greece,  its  arts,  and  policy.  At  laft  our  time 
is  arrived,  if  you  will  fecond  my  efforts,  by 
joining  ftudy  to  obedience.  The  arts  cir- 
culate in  the  world  as  the  blood  in  the  human 
body,  and  perhaps  in  returning  to  their  an- 
cient country  Greece,  they  may  eftablifh  their 
empire  over  the  fons  of  Ruffia,  and  our  pre- 
fent improvements  encourage  me. to  think 
that  nations  more  civilized  will  one  day  blufh 
2^1  the  extent  of  our  glory  and  labours  ''V* 
The  remainder  of  this  great  day  was  devoted 
%o  pleafure.  Erenfchild  was  invited  to  the 
entertainment  which  Mentchikoff  gave  to  his 
fovereign,  and  foreign  minifters,  and  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  Czar  loudly  applauded  the  merit 
of  the  vanquifhed  admiral  *^\ 

*'^  For  this  glorious  fpeecb,  fee  Levefque,  torn.  iv. 
p«  44S*  44^'  Voluire*s  Hift.  de  Ruflie,  p.  316.  Vita  di 
Fietro  il  Grande,  p.  137,  238.  Memoifes  d\i  Minift  ctran^ 
gerC|  p.  17 — 19.  Anecdotes  Origin^lcs  dc  Pierre  ie  Grand, 
p.  269,  370.  The  reader  will  perceive  W9  have  taken  th« 
liberty  of  condenfing  the  fenfe  of  fomc  paiS^es  whicJi  are 
t^  dilatad  by  mod  of  thefe  above  quoted  hiftonant* 

'^  Mem.  da  Minift  etrangere,  p.  48. 

But 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


S6o  HISTORT  OF  THE 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  blaze  of  profpericj 
and  renown,  the  traces  of  domeftlc  forrow 
were  eafy  to  be  difcovered  in  the  face  of 
Peter.  The  anxious  father  had  long  be- 
held his  fon  Alexes,  the  fole  fruit  of  his  mar- 
riage with  the  divorced  Eudoxia,  ftrive 
with  the  mod  unnatural  zeal,  to  unite  him- 
felf  in  a  firm  league  of  firiendfliip  with  igno- 
rance and  vice.  It  is  not  only  inconfiftent 
with  our  purpofes,  but  it  may  be  ftyled  an 
ufelefstafk  (fmce  the  fubje£t  has  been  equally 
exhaufted  by  foreign  and  domeftic  writers) 
to  enter  into  the  hiftory  "*  of  the  conduA 
and  charafter  of  a  prince,  whofe  degeneracy 
1718-  or  guilt  forced  his  patriotic  father,  four  years 
after  this  honourable  vidiory,  to  fubfcribe  his 
'  fentence  of  death.    Nor  (hall  we  fo  fai:  forget 

the  duty  of  an  hiftorian,  as  to  aflume  the 
charader  of  a  political  difputant,  and  involve 
curfelves  in  an  indifcreet  argument  on  the 
wife  or  mifchievous  eifedts  of  that  remarkable 
law  (publifiied  in  February  1722)  which 
abqiifhed  hereditary  fucceflion,  and  ordained 
that  every  future  monarch  fhould  be  at  liberty 
to  conftitute  as  fucceflbr  to  the  throne,  the 

*'*  For  the  iife^  manners,  trial,  and  death  of  Aleres9  fee 
Levelque,  torn.  v.  p*  1 — 6^*  Le  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  420— 
500.;  and  Coxe,  Tol.ii.  p.  301,  &c.  With  this  liaft  writer 
I  muft  venture  to  differ  concerning  the  meafure  of  Peter** 
cruelty>  and  the  real  motives  of  his  conduft^  notwlthftandioff 
he  has  collected  a  (Irong  fquadron  of  anecdotes  to  fiippoit 
Lis  opinions. 

perfon 
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perfoa  whom  he  (houtd  dmm  the  ihoA  worthy, 
but  that  bis  choice  might  be  revoked  in  cafe 
the  petfon  nominated  fhould  conduA  himfelf 
in  aa  knpirudent  marnner  "'•  We  (hall  only 
therefore  endeavour  to  moderate  the  cenfure 
of  pofterity  againft  both  thefe  adts,  by  obfer- 
ving  that  when  he  figned  the  firft  he  was  not 
aduated  by  the  revengeful  paflions  of  the 
defpot,  but  by  the  pure  fpirit  of  the  legiflator^ 
who  IB  willing'  to  facrifice  his  own  happinef^ 
for  the  benefk  of  his;  country ;  whilft  in  the 
latter  het^niflled  to  leave  an  awefbl  warning 
ta^  thtf  chiidrea  of  future  fovereigns,  to 
arvoidb  the  in&mous  diflbltatenefs  of  an  Aleves,, 
left  it  fhould  for  eve!r  fix  them  in  a  private 
Ibitioii, 

Soon  af4}er  the  deathi  of  t!his  unfortunate 
prinoe^  Peter  again  aflfumed  the  terrific  afpe(3: 
of  a  waiurior  to  hisi  aeighbours  the  Swedes. 
"When  all  the  vaft  ichenies  of  ambitiou 
formed  hy'that.reillefs.  and  ferocious  charac- 
ter Charies,  were  fini£hed  at  the  (iege  of 
Fredericfhall,  by  a  (hot  from  the  enemies' 
batteries,  or  by  the  handd  of  an  aflfafiin''^ 

"'  Sec  this  extraordinary  ukafe  in  Mem.  de  I'lmp.  Cathe- 
rine, p.  67 — 73.  The  learned  bifliop  Theophanes  was  or- 
dered by  IVter  to  compofe  a  work^  doubtlefs  for  the  jufljfica* 
tion  of  this  firigalHr  law,  under  the  title  of  /*  The  Right  of 
the  Monarch  in  the  arbitrary  Appointment  of  a  Succeffor  to 
ijhe  Empire."     See  Tooke,  vol.  ii-  p.  1 10. 

"^  Some  curious  Informatioui^  to  be  found  in  Coice,  voL  iv* 
p.  74*  on  this  much  agitated  queftion  concerning  the  maxmer 
gf  ]iis.death# 

O  o  Peter 
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Peter  applied  to  the  new  Swedifli  govemmeiit 
for  the  ratification  of  that  treaty  which  had 
been  proje£ted  between  him  and  his  old 
rival.  Relying  on  the  promifed  fuccour  of 
England  they  delayed  the  (ignature  of  the 
treaty  in  the  vain  hope  of  reducing  his  de- 
mands within  the  compafs  of  moderation,  by 
the  perilous  experiment  of  war.  But  the  ex* 
perience  of  two  campaigns,  in  which  the  fbU 
(Jiers  of  the  Czar  demolifhed  fix  oonfide-* 
rable  towns,  and  fhed  torrents  of  the  nobleft 
Swedifli '"  blood,  unwillingly  forced  them  to 
fpeak  in  their  fmcerity  of  heart,  the  long  for- 
1721.  gotten  language  of  negociation.  On  the  tenth 
of  September,  a  day  of  ihame  to  the  Swedes, 
and  glory  to  the  Ruffians,  that  flranger  peace, 
appeared  to  Frederic  the  fucceflbr  of  Charles, 
and  to  Peter,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
latter,  at  Nyfladt  in  Finland,  IJvonia^  Eflhoma^ 
Ingriay  apart  of  Carelia^  with  the  territory  of 
Vyborg^  the  tjlc  ofCEfd^  and  all  the  other  tjlands 
in  the  Southem-fea  and  the  Baltic^  which 
ftretch  from  Kurland  to  Vyborg  '**. 
.  Thus,  after  a  bloody  and  expenfive  war  of 
twenty-one  years,  peace  was  finally  procured 
by  the  martial  vigour  of  Peter.  In  the  fcale 
of  the  lofles  and  fuccefies  arifing  from  this 
loAg  and  various  conteft,  the  balance  might 

'*'  See  the  horrible  ravages  on  the  Swedifh  coaft,  in 
Bruce,  p.  199.  Mottley,  vol.  iii.  p.  188,  189.  Banks* 
p.  320. ;  and  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande»  p.  297. 

*^  Tooke»  Toh  ii.  p.  97^  98.    Mottlej^  vol.  ill.  p*  260. 
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be  very  differently  inclined  by  the  feelings 
of  the  philofopher  and  ftatefman.  He  had 
repeatedly  hazarded  his  life,  the  fatigues  of 
his  body  had  been  aggravated  by  the  cares 
of  his  mind,  a  great  number  of  his  fubjedts 
had  been  fwept  away  by  the  fcythe  of  war, 
and  his  treafury  had  yielded  him  fuch  im- 
menfe  fums  as  was  thought  his  eftates  never 
could  have  furnifhed  all  their  additional  fources 
of  opulence;  but  a  formidable  fleet  remained, 
difciplined  troops  and  inured  to  military  hard- 
diips,  commanders  of  exteniive  abilities,  and 
a  grand  confideration  in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 
He  had  reduced  to  the  loweft  ftage  of  diftrefs, 
a  power  of  gr^at  ftrength,  and  always  eager  to 
opprefs  Ruffia ;  he  had  acquired  the  ground 
where  a  fupcrb  city  was  gradually  rifing  into 
beauty  and  ftrength,  by  his  paternal  cares;  ihores 
the  ports  of  which  were  formed  for  all  the  be- 
nefits of  commercial  intercourfe;  a  portion 
of  Finland,  two  fertile  provinces,  which  Were 
cfteemed  the  nurfes  of  Sweden,  and  a  nu^^ 
merous  progeny  of  fkilful  generals  and  cou-' 
rageous  oflficerst  The  creed  of  the  philofo- 
pher may  refiife  thefe  gifts  of  conqueft,  as 
purchafed  at  the  price  of  the  happinefs  and 
lives  of  millions;  but  in  the  jurifprudence 
of  the  ftatefman,  they  will  be  found  materially 
to  encreafe  the  ftrength  and  fplendqur  of  the 
;|u:one. 

O  o  ^  But 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


56+  HISTORY  OF  THE 

But  the  pureft  trophy  of  his  vidories  wai 
In  the  new  and  auguft  title  of  Povelitel  oi 
J^mperor^  and  Father  of  bis  country  y  couferre4 
on  him  by  the  gratitude  of  the  fcnate  an4 
clergy,  and  to  which  they  annexed  the  ho- 
nourable title  of  the  Great  "'\  Th?  miniftcrs 
of  Epgland,  France,  Germany,  Poland^  and 
Denmark,  congratulated  him  about  the  year 
1722,  on  thefe  glorious  names**',  which  fo 
•  c^^fervedly  placed  him  above  the  royal  crowd ; 
and  which  the  unfeigned  admiration  of  Hol- 
land and  Pruilia,  had  bellowed  on  him  two 
years  after  the  famous  battk  of  Pultowa. 

After  enjoying  a  fhort  feafon  of  repofe  in 
his  palace  at  St.  Peterlburg,  Peter,  for  the  l^ 
time,  planted  with  eafe,  his  viaorious  ftan- 
1742.  dard  on  the  walls  of  Derbent  *'%  a  q,ty  which 
had  beheld  the  wife  ambition  of  the  Mace- 
donian hero,  but.  was  now  to  fee  the  mare 
unprofitable  third  of  dominion  in  the  ^.uiliaQ, 

y  Moitley,  vol.  Hi.  p.  266,  277.  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande^ 
p.  3 13.  Bruce  fays,  "  he  took  fome  time  to  confider  whe- 
ther he  IhoulJ  accept  of  thefe  titles.'*  p.  227. 

*'?  Several  hiftorians  have  declared  that  England,  ho* 
noured  him  with  this  title  in  its  European  fenfe,  after  the 
battle  of  Pulrowa.  Among  the  reft,  the  "careful  Lcvcfquc 
has  entangled  himfelf  in  this  error,  but  their  faftidious  re- 
ftifal  of  this  title  to  the  year  1722,  is  fully  expofed^and  au^ 
thenticated  by  Mr-  Coxe,  vol.  i.  p.  369. 

^^*  :5ee  A  Letter  and  Journal  of  his  Ixnperial  Majcfty 
of  RuflTia,  from  Derbent,  publt{hed  by  Confetti  for  a  full 
accoant  of  his  progrefs  and  reception  at  this  ancient  citj. 

£mperor« 
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Emperor.     In  a  manifefto  ■*^,  that  convenient 
dnd  deceitful  organ  of  courts,  he  afligned  two 
reafons  for  this  expedition  to  the  fouth,  his 
firft  was  to  deliver  his  ally  the  Shah  of  Perfia 
(with  whom  he  had  formed  a  new  treaty  of 
commerce  in  1715)   from  his  dangerous  in- 
ternal enemies,  the  fecond,  to  punifli  thofe 
rebels  who  had  prefumed  in  the  year  171 2, 
to  plunder  and   then  to   fpill  the  blood  of 
his  Ruffian  merchants  at  the  capture  of  the 
Perfian  town  Shamakee  ;  but  a  third  and  more 
fatisfadory  feafon  might  have  been  added,  of 
wiftiing  to  train  fome  of  the  wealthy  provinces 
of  his  ally  to  the  habits  of  Ruffian  fubmiffion. 
But  the  Ottoman  court  watched  their  grow- 
ing intimacy  with  a  jealous  eye ;  and   pre- 
parations   were    already    forming    by    this 
power  to  prevent  the  fettlement  of  fo  dan- 
gerous a  neighbour,  when  the  wife,  but  un- 
generous policy  of  the  emperor,  confented  to 
fign  a  treaty  which   divided  between   them 
the  largeft  part  of  that  kingdom,  the  monarch 
of  which  he  had  fo  folemnly  promifed  to 
lecure  againft  the  open  and  fecret  attempts  of 
foreign  and  domeftic  foes.     But  the  diftance 
of  Ruffia  from  her'  new  ravifhed  dominions, 
was    peculiarly    favourable  to   the  fpirit  of 
revolt.     After   lavifhing    much   money   and 
more   men  to   awe   the   contumacious,   the 

■*•  Tooke,  vol.  n.  p.  ICO. 
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prudence  of  his  fucceflbrs  compelled  them  t(f 
refigQ  all  thoughts  of  ever  coniidering  the 
three  provinces  '**  which  Peter  had  obtained 
in  this  divifion  of  Pertia,  as  branches  of  the 
imperial  trunk.  If  ambition  would  but  cour 
defcend  fometimes  to  reckon  the  number  of 
men  which  (he  fo  wantonly  facritices  for  in- 
fecure  pofleffions,  there  might  be  then  fomc 
probability  of  her  defires  being  fixed  within 
the  bounds  of  moderation  by  the  hand  of  pru- 
dence, and  the  .voice  of  confcience. 

It  is  a  trite,  though  juft  obfervation,  that 
a  good  or  evil  chara^er  is  increafed  or  di« 
miniflied  by  comparifon.  In  this  light  we 
ftiay  affert  the  name  of  the  woman  whom 
Peter  raifed  from  miftrefs  to  the  rank  of 
his  wife,  and  then  to  the  fovereignty  of 
the  empire,  ftands  fairer  in  the  page  of  vir- 
tue than  the  female  and  equal  colleague  of 
Juftinian,  the  celebrated  Theodora.  Both 
of  thefe  remarkable  women  pofleffed  the 
courage  of  thought  and  of  adion.  In  one  part 
of  their  hiftory  there  is  a  very  ftriking  refem- 
blance,  that  both  could  equally  boaft  of  fav- 
•ing  the  throne  of  their  hufbands  by  their 
manly  counfels.  But  the  love  of  one  was 
unbounded ;  the  licentious  pleafures  of  the 
other  more  (dtA.  In  the  beauty  and  wit 
of  Theodora  lurked  cunning  and  revenge ; 

*^'  See  Levefque>  torn.  t.  p.  i24« 

in 
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in  the  fmiles  and  vivacity  olf  Catharine 
might  be  read  an  open  franknefs  of  heart  '^. 
An  innate  difpofition  to  vice  proftituted  the 
fair  form  of  the  firft  to  fenfual  commdrce, 
the  force  of  nature  fubdued  the  other.  The 
ihades  of  virtue  are  fometimes  fo  clofely 
blended  as  almoil  to  become  imperceptible^ 
yet  here  they  are  vifible  and  eafy  to  be  marked 
in  favour  of  the  Livonian ;  and  though  the 
delicacy  of  Peter  could  not  flatter  himfelf  of 
having  admitted  a  virgin  to  his  royal  bed, 
yet  it  could  at  leaft  boaft  with  confidence  of 
furpaffing  Juftinian  in  purity  of  choice. 

Her  coronation  was  the  laft  memorable 
adi  performed  in  the  declining  days  of  Peter. 

■♦*  There  is  an  anecdote  of  Catharine  related  in  the  ad- 
vertifement  to  Lord  Whitworth's  account  of  Ruflia*  which 
ftrikingly  difplays  the  eafy  freedom  and  gay  indifference  of 
her  character.  This  diplomatic  lord,  who  was  chofen  to 
terminate  the  quarrel  between  Anne  afti  Peter  refpefting 
the  arreft  of  his  ambaflador  M.  de  Matueof  in  the  public 
ftreet  by  two  bailiffs,  (at  the  fuit  of  fome  tradefmen  to  whom 
he  was  in  debt,)  and  in  which  remarkable  affair  the  Queen 
of  England  fo  glorioufly  evinced  her  firmnefs,  and  the  Ruf- 
fian monarch  his  moderation  in  fabmittipp^  to  the  decifion 
of  an  £ngli(h  tribunal  (fee  the  details  of  this  curious  tranf- 
ad'on  in  Mottley,  vol.  ii.  p.  50.  &c.  &c.)  had  enjoyed,  ia 
the  ampleft  fenfe  of  the  word,  a  perfonal  intimacy  with  Ca- 
tharine,  when  fbe  moved  in  a  left  elevated  circle.  When  * 
he  had  compromifed  the  rupture  between  the  court  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Emperor,  he  was  invited  to  a  ball  at  comt, 
and  fdeded  for  a  partner  by  the  Czarina.  As  they  began 
the  minuet,  (he  fqueezed  him  by  the  handy  and  faid  in  a 
whifper,  ^*  Have  you  firgoi  BuU  Kaie  ?*^  *•  This  little  anec- 
dote,*'  fays  the  noble  and  celebrated  Editor  of  the  Account 
of  Ruflla,  Lord  Orford,  "  1  was  told  by  the  late  Sir  Luke 
Schaubi  who  had  it  from  his  Lordihip  himfelf.'* 

O  o  4  Wifely 
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Wifely  averfe  to  fquander  away  fitmB  dft 
tbofe  magnificent  fhews,  which  neither  tend 
to  increafe,  nor  to  fuftain  the  public  honour 
and  dignity,  he  was  however  defirous,  in 
this  inftance,  to  depart  from  his  fyftem  of 
oecoiiomy,  to  {hew  the  greatnefs  of  his  re« 
1 7*4-  fped  for  the  Czarina*  The  fourth  of  May 
Was  the  day  fixed  for  this  auguft  ceremony. 
The  habit  of  Catharine  was  fafhioncd  by 
the.  rich. and  Ikilful  tafte  of  Paris;  while 
Peter,  whofe  wardrobe.  wJ^moft  fcaqtily  fur* 
nifhed,  s^pcared  in  a  drefs  which  was  em* 
broidered  by  the  hands  of  the  Emprefs  her* 
fetf**':  the  caqopy,.  the  throne,  and  decora- 
tions of  the  chuirch,  difplayed  the  riches  of 
the  empire,  and  the  garments  of  the  noble- 
men and  their  couTorts,  invited  to  the  feaft^ 
fhone  with  a  profufion  of  gold,  filver,  and 
precious  ftones.  Peter  ordered  the  grand 
«iar{hal  of  the  court  to  call  the  archbiihops 
and  the  prehites.     *^  Our  manifeflo  '**  has  dif- 

dofed 

.   «♦'  His  figure  is  exhibited  in  this  full  drefs  in  the  cabinet 
0f  fcienoes  of  St.  Peterftnirg..    See  Scorch's  Tableau  de  St. 
Ecterfljurg,  p.  339 ;   and  Coxe,  vol,  iii.  p.  187. 
.  ■♦♦  This  manifefto  may  merit  infcrtion  for  the  fingularit j 
of  the  ftyle  and  fubjedl : 

**  Manifed  to  the  People  of  the  Spiritual,  Mi litaryr  Civil, 
and  of  all  other  Ran)fts»  our  faitbiul  Sabjcdls  of  tht 
whole  R-uQian  nation. 
**  We  Peter  the   Firft,,  Snaperor  and  Sovereign  of  ali 
Rudia,  &c.  &c. 

**  Whereas  it  is  known  to  a1),  that  in  all  Chritlian  king* 
doms  it  is  the  conltant  cuftom  of  potentates  to  crown  their 

wivesi 
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dofed  to  you,'*  faid  the  fovwcign,  "  oulf 
kitention  of  crowning  our  beloved  fpoufe ; 


wiv^s,  and  not  only  in  thefe  times,  but  anciently  the  moll 
famous  Grecian  Emperors  frequently  did  this;  namely,  the 
Emperor  Balilius  crovmed  his  wife  Zenobia  5  the  Emperor 
Juftinian,  Lypitia ;  the  Emperor  Heraclius,  Martiuia ;  the 
Emperor  Leo,  the  wife  Maria ;  thefe  all  crowned  their 
\cives  with  the  imperial  diadem,  and  others  did  the  fame, 
-which  we  think  it  needlefs  on  this  occafion  to  inftance  it  mor^ 
at  large. 

*'  And  whereas  it  is  well  known,  during  a  war  of  twenty- 
one  years,  that  we  underwent  the  moft  hazardous  toils,  and 
evtn  expofed  our  perfon  to  the  perils  of  death  itfelf  for  otir 
country's  good  ;  that  by  God's  afllftance  we  have  put  an  end 
to  the  war ;  that  Ruffia  never  before  had  feen  fo  honourable 
an^  advantageous  a  peace,  and  in  all  their  aifairs  never  had 
fd  great  a  glory.  In  which  toils  above  written,  our  beloved 
confbrt,  the  fovereign  Catharina  was  a  great  aid  and  fupport^ 
and  not  only  therein,  but  In  feveral  military  expeditions, 
without  regard  to  the  imbecility  and  tendernefs  of  her  feii 
refolotely  of  her  own  accdrd,  was  prefent  with  us^  and  gave 
us  all  poffible  aiUftance,  efpecially  in  the  battle  with  the 
Turks  at  the  Pruth  (where  our  army  was  only  twenty-two 
thooiknd,  and  the  Turks  two  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand)  ; 
ift  that  critical  jun<5^ure  (he  behaved  herfelf  not  like  a  woman 
but  a  man,  whereof  our  whole  army  will  witnefs  and  can 
teftify  to  our  whole  empire. 

**  Wherefore  by  virtiie  of  the  power  we  have  from  GoJ, 
to  honour  our  confort  for  tliefe  her  labour?,  with  a  corona* 
tion  and  crown,  which  God  willing,  we  purpofe  to  e£Fe£l  at 
Mofcow  this  prefent  winter ;  this  our  intention  we  notify 
to-  all  our  faithful  fubjedts,  to  favour  whoiii,  we  of  our  im* 
penal' grace  are  immutably  inclined. 

."Given  in  St.  Peterfburg,  November  the    15th,   1723. 
**  Signed  and  fubfcribed  with  his  Imperial  Majefty's 
own  handy  L.  S.  Peter. 

<«  Printed  in  St.  Peterfburg,  by  the  Senate,  November 
Extra^ed  from  Confett ;  p.  441  *^444« 

.  it 
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it  is  our  pleafure  and  command  to  have  the 
ceremony  performed  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  church."  After  this  declaration,  with 
a  dignity  fuitable  to  the  folemnity  of  the  oc- 
caiion,  he  himfelf  placed  the  crown  on  the 
head  of  Catharine,  while  fix  whole  weeks 
were*  devoted  to  rejoicings  '*'. 

Thus  did  the  unknown  captive  of  Marien- 
burg,  of  mean  extradion,  of  unhappy  in- 
fancy, rank  with  the  firft  of  mankind,  and 
receive  honours  from  her  illuftrious  partner, 
of  which  there  is  no  precedent  in  the  hiftory 
of  Ruflia.  But  amidft  the  care^  jealoufy, 
and  fufpicion  which  haunt  the  throne,  we 
may  vainly  feek  for  that  ftranger  happinefs. 
Catharine  had  now  reached  a  fummit,  which 
in  the  wildefl  dreams  of  ambition  flie  could 
not  hope  to  have  attained,  yet  forrow  and 
vexation  prefled  heavily  on  her  heart.  The 
health  of  Peter  daily  altered,  and  morofenefs 
and  feverity  were  the  conftant  attendants  of 
his  old  age.  Some  languifli  in  the  gloom  of 
forrow  with  ftudied  filence ;  others  of  a  left 
ftoic  nature,  feek  to  dleviate  their  pains  by 
unburtjiening  them  in  the  bofom  of  love  and 
friend fliip.  Catharine,  a  prey  to  grief  in  the 
midft  of  all  her  fplendour,  was  too  deeply  im- 
prefled  with  the  beauty  of  her  chamberiain 

•♦'  See  a  full  account  of  this  coronation  in  Bruce,  p*35f* 
363  ;  and  in  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p*;  151,  &c. ;  and  Mem.  de  Ca- 
tharine, p.  76—110. 

Moenst 
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Moeos;  This  bold  youth,  joined  to  all  the 
graces  of  a  fine  figure  the  advantages  of  fenfe 
and  refinement.  But  the  imprudence  oC  the 
lovers  foon  revealed  their  attachment  to  the 
fcrutinizing  curiofity  of  the  Count  Yaguzin- 
iky,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the*  Emperor, 
who  flew  with  malicious  joy  to  impart  this 
difcovcry  to  his  aftoniflied  matter.  The  black 
daemons  of  jealoufy  and  revenge  inftantly 
£3und  admittance  into  the  bread  of  the  Czar, 
but  fuch  was  the  groflhefs  of  his  mind,  that 
be  could  not  be  fatisfied  without  being  made 
a  /pedlator  of  his  difhonoun 

The  mod  arrogant  of  men  can  fometimes 
ftoop  to  diflemble,  when  they  with  to  pu- 
nifh.      The   enraged   and   artful    monarch,, 
quitted   Peterlburg  under  pretence  of  remo- 
ving to  a  villa  for  a  few  days,  but  privately 
returned  to  his  winter  palace  in  the  capital. 
From  thence  he  dilpatched  a  page  upon  whofe 
diligence  and  .fidelity  he  could  rely,  with  t 
complimentary  meflage  to  the  Emprefs,  to 
inform  her  of  his  arrival  at  Strelna,  a  few 
leagues   from  the  refidence.     The  return  of 
the  page,   who  was  commanded  to  •bferve 
the  motions  of  the  Emprefs,  confirmed  the 
fufpicions  of  the  abufed  hufband.     With  all 
the  fwiftnefs  of  rage  he  flew  to  the  royal 
chamber,   and  furprifed  the  two  lovers  in  a 
fituation    which  perhaps  would  have   con-» 

vinced 
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Vinced  the  moft  credulous  of  men,  that  the 
Emprefs  had  yielded  to  the  impulfe  of  na- 
ture. At  the  hour  of  two,  Peter  was  affured 
from  the  evidence  of  his  own  fenfes,  that  the  • 
Emprefs  had  at  leaft  tranfgreffed  the  bounds 
of  raodefty.  Madam  Balke,  the  fitter  of  the 
difcovered  favourite  and  confident  of  their 
paffion,  had  been  pofl:ed  at  the  entrance  of 
her  majefty*s  apartment  to  guard  againft  un- 
timely intrufion.  The  Czar  in  his  firl^  tranf- 
jports  of  paffion,  ftruck  Catharine  with  his 
cane,  and  threw  down  a  page  that  impeded 
his  way.  But  the  criminal  Moens,  and  fe- 
male attendant,  were  paffcd  by  with  a  look 
which  threatened  a  more  exquifite  punifli- 
roent. 

On  returning  from  this  fcene  of  irrepa- 
rable difgrace,  he  ran  abruptly  to  the  adja- 
cent chamber  of  Prince  Repnin,  who  ftarted 
from  his  bed,  awakened,  and  alarmed  by  the 
jJtefence  of  fo  iinexpefted  a  vifitor.  **  Arife, 
and  hear  me,"  exclaimed  the  Emperor,  ia  a 
voice  almoft  ftrfled  between  the  contending 
•  paffions  of  defpair  and  refentment.  The 
prince  fibeyed  the  fummons  in  a  way  which 
fhewed  the  emotions  of  his  fears,  were  far 
more  vifible  and  ftrong  than  thofe  of  wonder. 
A  few  words  explained  the  ciufe  of  his  pre- 
ffence,  and  the  C^ar  concluded  his  ftory  by 
affurtng  the  prince,  that  when  morning  ap- 
2  peared 
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p^arcd  the  head  of  the  Emprefs  ftxould  be; 
facrificed  to  his  jud  revenge. 

When  Repnin  had  recovered  his  furprize 
be  thus  endeavoured  to  infinuate  the  coun- 
fels  of  moderation  and  prudence.  "  An  injury 
has  been  offered  to  your  Majefty,  and  the 
power  of  revenge  refts  in  your  hands.  $iuc 
permit  me,  with  all  the  reverence  which  I 
owe  to  my  fovereign,  to  prefent  a  few  ob- 
jcijlions  againft  his  defign  of  difclofing  a& 
adventure  which  fo  deeply  fliakes  his  foul. 
Neceffity^  whofe  dominion  is  abfolute,  com- 
pelled you  to  deftroy  the  Strelitzes.  In  the 
courfe  of  your  reign  the  fcaffold  has  pro-- 
fufely  teemed  almoft  every  year  with  the 
blood  of  your  fubjeds.  You  confidered  that 
the  inflexible  voice  of  public  duty  iealed  the 
fete  of  your  fon.  '***  But  if  revenge  prompts 
you  to  ftrike  oflF  the  bead  of  the  Emprefs,  all 
the  glories  of  your  name  in  the  judgment  of 
Europe  wijl  be  loft  for  ever  in  the  igoomiay 
of  t1(Le  tyrant,  ysrho  thirds  for  the  blood  of  hia 
people  and  kindred.  Let  her  paraoiour  feel 
the  weighty  ariji  of  retribution  iti  the  fen- 
|ence  of  the  law.     But  as  to  the  Emprefs^  it 

■*^  **  Si  vous  faites  encore  couper  la  t^tc  a  votre  femme, 
vous  ternirez  pour  jamais  votre  nom  et  votre  gloire ;  l*Eu- 
rQpe  vous  regardera  comme  un  Prince  feroce,  a  vide  du  fang 
de  yos  fujets  et  de  vps  proches."  Le  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  572* 
The  whole  of  this  counfel  of  Repnin  is  to  be  found  in  this 
Ibifiorian. 

-will 
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Will  be  mofl;  advifeable  to  be  releafed  from 
her  in  fuch  a  manner  that  will  not  tamifh 
your  illuftrious  adions." 

During  this  difcourfe,  delivered  with  fuch 
a  prudent  mixture  of  firmnefs  and  refpedi 
the  agitation  of  the  Emperor  was  manifeft ; 
and  after  fixing  his  eyes  attentively  on  the 
fpeaker  for  fome  moments,  he  abruptly 
quitted  his  chamber  in  the  profoundefl:  Htence. 
The  fall  of  Moens,  and  the  punifhment  of 
his  fifter,  were  already  premeditated.  A  fpe- 
cial  order  was  iflued  to  confine  the  two  cui- 
pries  in  an  apartment  of  the  winter  palace, 
where  the  Czar,  to  indulge  the  delicious 
pleafure  of  revenge,  fuffered  none  to  have 
an  accefs  to  their  perfons,  condefcending  him- 
felf,  to  aflume  the  menial  office  of  their  gaolor. 
A  report  was  at  the  fame  time  circulated,  to 
throw  a  mift  over  the  vulgar  eye,  that  the 
enemies  of  the  country,  by  the  force  of  gifts 
had  prevailed  on  the  brother  and  fifter  to 
undertake  the  prepoilerous  taik  of  perfuading 
the  Emprefs  to  incline  the  mind  of  Peter  to 
meafures  inimical  (o  the  tntereft  of  his  em^ 
pire. 

The  Emperor  himfclf  interrogated  his  fuc- 
cefsful  rival,  in  the  prefence  of  General 
Ufchakof.  Without  attempting  any  defence, 
he  calmly  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
corruption,   doubtlefs  happy  to  fcreer^  tht 

hoaqq? 
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honour  of  his  Emprefs  from  pablic  expofure, 
and  expiated  his  crime  on  the  fcafibld  with 
the  dignity  and  firmnefs  of  a  man.  The  of- 
fence of  his  lefs  guilty  (iftcr,  was  atoned  by 
the  punifhment  of  the  knoot  '^\  and  exile  ^ 
into  Siberia ;  but  from  the  hardfliips  of  this 
boundlefs  prifon,  the  affedlion  and  gratitude 
of  Catharine  releafed  her  on  the  death  of 
the  inexorable  Peter  '**.  On  the  fame  day 
that  the  handfome  Moens  fell  a  facrifice 
to  his  ambitious  love,  the  unfeeling  tem« 
per  of  Peter  conduced  Catharine  in  an  1725, 
open  carriage  under  the  gallows  to  which 
his  head  was  a£Bxed.  The  prudence  of  the 
Emprefs  fufficiently  overmaftered  her  feel- 
ings, as  to  preferve  an  unaltered  countenance 
at  the  fight  of  an  objedt  which  muft  have 
conjured  up  to  her  mind  a  tboufapd  tender 
remembrances ;  and  to  exclaim,  ^^  What  a 
pity  it  is  that  fuch  corruption  (hould  be 
found  among  courtiers  !'*  But  it  is  faid,  an4 
the  charader  of  Catharine  juftifies  the  re- 
port, that  on  returning  to  her  apartment  the 

'^7  If  the  reader  turns  to  a  note  in  the  third  volume  of 
Coxej  p.  no.  he  will  learn  the  eiadt  dimenfipns  and  weight 
of  a  knoot  in  that  gentleman's  poiTefliony  and  feel  the  un« 
xnanl7  cruelty  of  Peter  in  applying  it  to  the  tender  fhouldert 
of  a  lady* 

'^  Le  Clerc  affirms*  f  Depuis  cette  ^poque  jufqu'  a  (k 
mort»  Pierre  le  Grand  ne  parla  plus  a  Catharine  qu'en  pi^<* 
b}ic."    Tom.  iu.  p.  573. 

fortitu^Q 
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fortitude  pf  the  hcpoine  nio  looger  Pemalfied, 
stfid  the  plenteous  teara  whiqh  gufhed  frona. 
her  eyes,  vevealed  all  the  foft  weakaefs  of 
the  woman  '^\ 

Among  tl^e  various  feftivals  which  the  fin 
perdition  o£  Ruilia  celebrated  with  particular 
honour,  the  beaedidion  of  the  waters  may 
be- placed  in  the  clafs  of  the  mioD:  magnW 
ficent  and  iblemn.  As.  often  u  this  im- 
portant day  returns,  whidi  comes  in.  a  feai- 
foa  of  the  year  little  favourable  to  thofe 
wJhto  are  afSi&ed  with  illoefe^.  the  priefts  ap^ 
proached' the  river  with  all  imaginable  pomp-,, 
bnoke  the  ice,  blefled  the  water,,  and  bap- 
tifed  the  infants.    All  the  regiments,  in  the 

»4ft  Chaptw^u*  Yol.  iU  p.  54-»56«  Mr,  Tooke,  vok  u. 
p,  172— 176,  relates- this  anecdote  in  the  fame  mannery  and 
quotes  as  his  evidence  the  Prince  Repnin.  If  their  repoits 
of  this  myftenoQ^  afiair  be  correA,  her  condad  places  her 
Ott.  a  ntptrer  kvel.wich  Tiieodgra,  whofe  refped  for  the  xnar« 
ri^e-bed  was  however  more  the  efFe<5t  of  intereft  and  fatiety^ 
than  of 'virtue  or  gratitude.  B\it  to  turn  the  fcales  of  chaLP 
tiCjF-  in  Catharine's  faroor^  or  atildaft  to  give  them  a^  man 
d^btfiil  balancet  v^e  m^  ohftrve,  that  the  archbi/bop 
Theophanes  (whofe  fituation  and  intimacy  with  the  roysd 
pa\r.e)iabled  him  to  become  a  ftrong  witnefs  x>n  thisbufincis) 
fpeaks  with  peculiar  pleainre  of  the  conftanxry  of  her  con- 
jugal cohabitation  with  Peter,  and  of  the  greatnefs  of  that 
▼irtue  .which  preferved  his  affection*  See  Confett,  p.  285., 
and  p.  438. ;  afTertions  and  praifes  which  I  am  inclined  to 
think  hi§  manly  pen  never  would  have  made  for  the  advan- 
tage of  any  court  fa^ion,  if  he  had  known  they  flood  ia  di<- 
fcd  oppofition  to  truth. 

papital 
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tapital  in  lilent  order   on  the  ice;   and  it     - 
frequently  happened,  fuch  was  the  feverity  of 
the  weather  on  this  facred  day,  that  the  limbs 
of  the  foldiers  were  frozen.  Cuftom  prefcribed 
the  attendance  of  the  monarch  at  this  andent 
and  impofing  ceremony  "^     A  violent  cold 
was  the  confequence  of  Peter's  vifit,  who  al- 
ready laboured  under  a  difeafe,  the  fcourge  of 
incontinence.     The  heat  of  his  fever  Increafed 
the  fharpnefs  of  the  pains  incidental  to  this 
diforder ;   and  after  ten  days  it  had  acquired 
fuch  a  fatal  afcendancy  over  his  ftrength,  a$ 
to  baffle  all  the  efforts  of  medical  ikill.     He 
hitnfelf  felt  that  the  hour  was  rapidly  ap^ 
proaching  when  he  mull  bid  an  everlafting 
farewell  to  that  country,  the  promotion  of 
whofc  fame  and  profjperity  was  the  great  in- 
centive to  all  his  labours. 

^The  anguifh  of  his  malady  at  lad  be- 
came fo  iifceffant  '**,  that  he  fuffered  thefe 
difcohfolate  words  to  efcape  his  mouth ; 
^  ^Behold  in  me  how  far  man  may  be  entitled 

■'•^  For  a  full  account  of  this  ceremony,  fee  Le  Brun> 
▼d.  i.  p.  23,  24,  25. ;  and  Le  Clerc,  torn.  i.  p.  258.  For 
the  prayers  and  ceremontes  ufed  on  this  occafion,  fee  King 
#n  the  Greek  Church,  p.  386. 

>'*  Still  great  and  undaunted,  he  uttered  not  a  figh  nor 
compJaint  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life.  U&iverf.  Hid.  vol. 
xzzv*  p.  537.  We  fancy  it  would  be  a  ^iffi^lt  tafk  to  dif« 
cover  a  good  authority  for  this  fingolar -afiertioftk 

Pp  to 
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to  the  appellatioQ  of  a  mtferable  animal/'  The 
tortured  Emperor  received  the  ua^ion  which 
the  church  adminifters  to  the  dying,  and  it 
was  imagined  that  the  following  night  would 
have  releafed  him  from  all  hifi  fufierings,  but 
fuch  was  the  vigour  of  hi^  conftitution^  that  he 
ftruggled  the  whole  day  againft  the  hand  of 
death.  The  Uft  broken  words  which  he 
uttered,  'intimated  his  wifli  to  behold  the 
princefs  Anne,  the  iffue  of  his  fecond  man* 
riage^  to  whom  be  intended  to  dilate  hb 
lad  commands*  When  his  daughter  ar«- 
rived  '*^  he  was  fpeechlefs,  and  his  left  iide 
pacalyfcd ;  and  in  the  arms  of  Catharine« 
whofe  real  or  aSeded  love  was  exemplary 
during  his  illnefs,  this  extraordinary  mall 
, ^  ,^.  expired  at  the  hour  of  four  in  the  morning  "\ 
Jin.  28,  in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  life>  and 
la  the  forty-third  of  a  moft  glorious  and  fiic- 
cefsful  reign. 

•**The  body  of  Peter  was  carried  iato  the 
gceat  hall  of  the  palace,  followed  by  all  the 

*»*  Levefqiie,  torn.  v.  p.  131  —  134. 

*"  See  in  Confctt  a  brief  relation  of  the  death  of  Peter 
the  Greit  by  'I'heophanes,  p.  263.  The  faftidious  delicacy 
of  the  Emperor  deprived  him  of  a  fure  and  fpeedj  relief. 
See  Anecdotes  Origlnales  de  Pierre  le  Grandi  p.  zj^  &c. ; 
Mera.  dc  Catherine,  p.  111—114. 

-  *U  Voltaire  Hi(t  de  Ruflie,  p.  45  !•     See  alfo  the  order  of 
the  funeral  in  ConTetty.  p.  269, 

imperial 
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Imperial  family^  the  fenate,  all  perfons  of  ^ 
the  firft  diftindion,  and  a  promircuous 
crowd  of  people.  The  corpfe  of  their  fo» 
▼ereign,  adorned  in  the  vain  fyftibolt  of 
greatnefs,  was  then  depoftted  in  the  ftate 
chamber,  to  which  all  had  free  accefs,  to 
kifd  that  hand  which  had  been  fo  much  ex- 
erted for  his  country's  honour,  until  the  day. 
of  his  interment  It  has  been  maintained  by 
fome  writers,  that  he  was  poifoned  by  his 
wife  and  fucceffor  Catharine ;  but  the  filence 
of  her  moft  implacable  enemies  on  this  fub- 
je£fc,  for  her  greatnefs  did  not  preclude  their 
number  or  force,  affords  the  moft  decifire 
proof  that  flie  did  not  mount  the  throne  by  an 
ad  which  would  have  imprinted  a  far  deepec 
(lain  on  the  honour  of  her  name,  than  that 
committed  by  her  yielding  tendernefs  '". 

■'•  The  following  paflkge  of  an  intelligent  and  impartial 
traveller  may  ferve  to  atteft  the  fmcenty  of  her  grief  for 
xhii  national  misfortune :  **  Pendant  Tefpace  d'environ  fir 
(emaines  que  fon  corps  fut  expofe,  elle  ne  manqudt  chaqne  . 
jour  de  vifiter,  avec  fa  famille,  le  tomb^au  de  fon  ^poux, 
die  y  pleuroit  abondamente  au  fouvenir  de  ce  qu^eile  lai  de<- 
▼oit."  See  Voyage  de  Mofcovie  par'.Je  Sieur  DefdiifanH 
Dodeur  en  Medecine  $  a  Paris  1727  ;  p.  15* 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


^9  tflSfORY  OF  trt* 


Ar9pidWi&v>  of  tbt  Pngrefs  ofRuJfumhi^ 
pmvemeut  under  Peter  the  Great. 

"W  £  bave  now  caft  a  circumfpedl  look  oil 
Ae  grand  exploits  of  Peter,  and  before  out 
attention  is  turned  to  the  details  of  his  private 
fife,  we  (hall  paufe  to  contemplate  his  poli- 
tical   inftitutions,    which    imparted   profpe- 
fity,  and  renown  to  his  empire.     Tliat  fa- 
vercign,  who   can   voluntarily  abandon  the 
Various  pleafures  which  the  fcenes  of  luxury 
and  peace  unfold,  to  beftow  his  whole  atten- 
Bon  on  reformations  which  benefit  his  people^ 
imqueftioiiably   merits  the  efteem   and  ap^ 
plaufe   of  mankind:  but  that  ruler,  whofe 
creative  genius  can  marihal  a  rude  nation  in- 
to order,  faience,  and  refinement,  while  the 
fempeft  of  war  inceffantly  roars  around  his 
dominions,  (and   fuch   a  glorious  charader 
was  Peter,)  will  and  deferves  to  outlive  the 
former  in  the  memory  and  admiration  of  his 
fellow-creattires. 

The  government  of  the  Ruffians  in  all  its 
departments  had  hitherto  been  compofed  for 
the  indulgence  of  the  paflions  of  defpotifm* 
\  The  Boyars,  to  whom  were  delegated  the 

'  Tooket  tbl.  ii*  p.  iso^  isi. 

i  crvil 
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Civil  and  militaty  adminiftration  of  affairs, 
and  the  officers  who  prefided  in  the  pro* 
vinces,  inflifted  corporeal  and  pecuniary  pu* 
niflimems,  and  were  armed  with  the  power 
of  life  and  death,  withoAit  being  refponfible 
to  any  fuperior  jurifdidion.  The  daring  vi- 
gour of  Peter  foon  crumbled  into  dufl  the 
Boyarjkoidvoi^  or  court  of  the  Boyars,  who 
left  to  their  Czar  only  the  (hadow  of  power, 
while  they  engroffed  its  fubftance;  for  his 
wi£he9  could  not  be  interpreted  into  the  au-^ 
thority  of  a  law,  without  the  confent  of  thefe 
dangerous  and  refraiflory  minifters,  whom 
lie  metamorphofed  into  ufeful  and  obedient 
fervants,  by  erefting  on  the  ruins  of  their 
fprmer  greatnefs  a  fenate  confiding  of  nine 
Boyars  *,  who  bowed  to  the  will  of  their  fo-. 
yereign,and  by  founding  ten  imperial  colleges, 
each  of  which  performed  their  refpedlive  func- 
tions without  any  intermixture  of  interefts  or 
perfons.  In  thefe  aflfembliesthewifdom  ofthe 
IpgiHature  had  decreed,  that  no  d^t^rminat^on. 
could  be  giv^q  by  the  voice  of  an  individual, 
but  that  the  fentiments  of  the  members 
ijiould  be  delivered  in  a  general  confultation, 
j^d  the  ^ueftion  rejected  or  ratified  by  4  m.^«i 
jprity  of  VQtes* 

•  The  original  number;  fee  Perry,  p.  44* 

Pp3  A  good 
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A  good  fovercign  will  endeavour  to  throw 
open  the  gates  of  juftice  to  ali  ranks,  while 
his  pure  reward  will  be  found  in  the  enviable 
reflexion,  that  he  is  author  of  that  happi*- 
nefs  which  enlivens*  the  countenance  of  hU 
people.  'To  render  the  courfe  of  juftice 
more  finiple,  wife,  and  impartial,  was  an 
ad  wonhy  of  the  charaaer  of  Peter.  The 
cleareft  evidence  to  the  C^r  of  the  rapacious 
and  infolent  oppreffion  which  dwelt  in  the 
courts,  was  in  the  many  fevere  adls  and 
penalties  which  his  predeceflbrs  had  impofed 
to  ftop  this  ruinous  evil.  That  the  true  fpi- 
rit  of  the  laws  might  no  longer  be  perverted 
by  the  dictates  of  private  intereft,  and  that 
poverty  might  aflert  her  rights  without  the 
dread  of  expence,  the  beneficent  and  equi* 
table  policy  of  Peter  prohibited  the  judges, 
under  pain  of  death,  from  receiving  their 
ufual  colledion  of  fees,  perquifites,  and  pre* 
fents ;  and  to  recompenfe  them  for  the  loft 
of  their  profits,  he  gave  them  falaries  from  (he 
public  treafury  fuitable  to  their  refpedive 
dignities. 

In  the  room  of  thole  proceedings  which 
were  fo  grofsly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  hia 
fubjeds,  he  fi^bftituted  a  new  rule  of  pradice, 
which  (hewed  him  worthy  of  ftudyiog  and 

3  gtrsiUefiber^  p.  s  j$.    Voluire^  p,  407. 
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Adopting  the  inftitutions  of  more  enlightened 
nations.  It  ^as  his  noble  aim,  that  the  de'-^ 
cifiOQ  of  the  judge  ihould  fuffer  none  to 
ehide  the  efficacy  of  the  laws  from  intereft 
or  prejudice ;  and  the  mo  ft  remarkable 
proof  of  his  defiring  to  preferve  the  feat 
of  judgment  uncorrupted,  may  be  ohferved 
in  his  treatment  of  his  favourite  Mentchi- 
koff,  whofe  want  of  firmnefs  to  refift  the 
temptation  of  avarice  was  puniflied  with  • 
the  lofs  of  his  valuable  eftates  in  the  Ukraine, 
and  with  a  fine  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
rubles  *. 

Peter  was  firft  content  to  improve  the  code 
of  laws,  digefted  under  the  reign  of  his  fa- 
ther; but  perceiving  how  greatly  this  old 
fyftem  was  accommodated  to  the  fpirit  and 
views  of  injuftice,  he  afpired  to  the  more 
difficult  and  original  defign  of  building 
on  its  bafis  a  new  fabric  of  jurifprudence, 
the  materials  of  which  fhould  be  gathered 
from  nations  of  the  greateft  knowledge.  The 
progrefs  of  this  glorious  work  was  urged 
with  all  the  zeal  and  power  of  Peter,  but  it 
flowly  proceeded  in  the  hands  of  his  affift- 
ants,  who  would  perhaps  have  been  more 
agreeably  occupied  in  endeavouring  to 
ilrengthen  than  to  remove  the  land-marks 

*  Sec  a  note  in  the  fecond  volume  of  Tooke's  Hiftory  of 

It,Uf|2l>   p.  U  1,1 22* 
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of  ancient  opprefiion ;  ata^  after  the  douhlt 
ful  labour  of  five  years,  they  at  length  de- 
clared their  inability  to  accpmpliih  his  plaa 
of  founding  the  law  op  the  principle  of 
juftice,  unlefs  the  old  bafi^  wa?  entirely  re- 
modelled. The  difappointed  Emperor,  ftilj 
anxious  that  bi§  people  ihquld  not  he  abufed 
by  the  dark  ignorance  pf  ancient  ftatute^ 
prefented  the  tardy  commiflioners  with 
copies  of  the  Danifli  code',  which  he  in- 
ilruded  them  to  adapt  to  a  form  a^d  meani- 
ing  that  might  be  apprpved  by  political  juf- 
tice*  But  before  this  (hapelefs  mafs  could  be 
moulded  according  to  his  wi0ies,  he  died, 
and  devolved  on  his  fucceifors  the  completion 
of  a  work,  which  had  been  fo  worthily  iq- 
tended  for  the  immediate  apd  perpetual  be- 
nefit of  his  fubjeds* 

The  abufes  comimitted  in  the  coilledion  of 
revenues  had  Ipng  been  heavily  felt  and  la- 
mented by  the  more  indigent  clafles  of  fp- 
ciety,  and  now  more  than  ever  required  the 
healing  hand  of  reformation.  By  an  intri- 
cate fyilem  of  extortion,  con^menced  under 
the  fecret  patronage  of  the  great  Boyara, 
whom  Peter  foltjiy  employed  in  the  manage- 
iTient  of  his  revenues,  the  whole  nation  wa« 
reduced  to  a  moft  alarming  ftate  of  diftrefs. 

5  Tooke,  vol.  ii  p.  izy 

The 
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The  dearnefs  of  proTiiions  was  fo  greatly 
iocreafed  by  their  rapacious  monopoly, 
that  thoufands  of  workmen  employed  at  St« 
Peterfburg  ditily  perifhed,  from  the  want  of 
the  neceffary  fupports  of  life  j  while  the 
goffers  of  thp  Czar  were  fo  exhaufted  by 
their  fraudolent  pr^ftices,  as  not  to  be  able 
(0  defray  the  current  expences  of  the  army, 
much  kfs  to  be  provided  with  a  fum  of 
money  for  any  ui^forefeen  exigency  of  thi; 
ftate.  His  too  frequent  abfence  from  his 
dominions  did  not  permit  him  to  difcem  thefe 
evils  until  they  had  attained  a  moft  danger 
rous  l^eight,  and,  when  beheld,  the  remedy 
was  a  long  time  delayed  by  his  vain  aflurance 
of  their  integrity  who  fuperintended  the% 
concerns.  The  villains,  to  purfue  whofe 
fchemes  into  a  minute  detail  would  be  forelgo 
to  our  defign,  were  lefs  e^ppfed  tp  detedion 
by  their  familiar  accefs  to  the  perfon  of  the 
monarch*  ^At  If  ft  the  courage  of  an  indivi- 
dual, fuperior  to  the  dread  of  their  refent- 
ment,  laid  open  their  n^anoeuvres  by  which 
the  C%ar  and  his  fubjeds  were  equally  do- 
fpoiled.  *  To  prevent  the  repetition  of  thefe 
difprd^rs,  the  wifdom  of  Peter  eftabliihed  a 
chamber  of  juftice,  to  which  he  delegated  the 
power  qf  trying  and  punifhing  thefe  deprer 

^  For  the  ongioy  growthi  and  termination  of  thefe  extor* 
ttons,  fee  Mem.  du  Mlnift.  etrangere,  p.  75^  j6,  77. 
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dators  of  the  public.  After  this  difcOTery^  a 
aew  fyftem  of  finance  Vras  (ketched  out  by 
the  mafterly  and  dtcifire  hand  of  the  Czar 
which  effeaually  repaired  the  injuries  of  the 
old. 

'  The  impofts,  after  the  Tatar  fa(hion,  bad 
been  formerly  raifed  on  the  houfes :  but^  as 
the  fovereign  derived  a  very  trifling  income 
from  this  mode  of  afleflfment,  the  faperior 
policy  of  Peter  obtained  a  more  ample  Ihare 
of  his  fubjefts'  wealth  from  the  eftabliihment 
of  a  polMax.  By  this  alteration,  the  tm^ 
peror  not  only  increafed  the  opulence  of  hia 
people,  but  reftored  to  royal  ufe  that  proTpe* 
rity  which  had  been  loft  from  the  artifidal 
plea  of  public  ncceffity* 

The  mind  of  Peter  betrays  too  deep  an  in* 
fight  into  the  principles  of  government,  tiol 
to  have  felt  that  the  fovereign  who  is  de« 
firous  to  make,  preferve,  or  extend  his  cod-> 
quefls,  muft  encourage  the  military  fpirit  by 
all  the  arts  of  difcipline,  emulation,  and  re* 
ward.  In  the  reformation  of  his  army,  the 
hiftorian  may  be  allowed  equally  to  com* 
mend  the  fkill  of  the  general,  the  liberality 
<xf  the  fovereign,  and  the  humanity  of  the 
man*  Before  the  time  of  Beter,  the  laurel  of 
vidory  was  generally  fnatched  by  fierce  and 
diforderly  attacks.     It  was  referved  for  I^is 

^  Levef<jize«  torn,  v*  (•  91* 
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foperior  genius  to  difclofe  to  them  the  whole 
fcience  of  war,  to  fhew  them  how  to  form 
a  variety  of  evolutions  with  eafe  and  rapidity, 
to  rally  and  retire  without  confufion,  to  dread, 
like  the  ancient  Romans,  their  commanders 
more  than  their  enemies,  and  to  conftru^t 
beliege,  or  defend  regular  batteries,  en-* 
frenchments,  and  fortifications  \  While, 
to  render  their  impetuous  paflions  tradable 
to  thefe  difciplined  evolutions,  which  make 
the  ilTue  of  battles  lefs  bloody,  and  to  in^ 
fpire  them  with  the  fondeft  attachment  for 
their  profeffion,  he  *  permitted  the  oflScers  of 
companies  to  aflume  the  privileges  of  perfonal 
nobility,  and  he  diftinguifiied  all  thofe  who 
had  attained  the  rank  of  ftaff-officer,  with  a 
perpetual  titl'e  of  honour. 

The  vanity  of  all  who  were  engaged  in 
the  fervice  of  the  court  might  afpire,  without 
prefumption,  to  the  rank  and  title  of  nobility ; 
and  while  the  civil  and  military  charader  was 
united  in  Ruilia,  the  private  foldier  from  the 
clafs  of  peafants,  was  therefore  fandioned,  by 
examples,  to  encourage  the  pleaftng  hope  that 
he  and  his  children,  by  their  behaviour,  might 
one  day  be  affociated  to  honours  which  would 
be  enjoyed  by  thdrlateftpofterlty;  and  fmall 

•  Stfahlcnberg,  p.  aj4,  ^35.    Hiftory  of  Pe^erlburgy  by  a 
^ritiA  officer,  p.  3.     Ppriy,  p»  3771  S78. 
?  I^eyefque^  com.  Vt  p.  91. 
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muft  be  their  number  who  can  venture  to 
doubt  that  the  anticipation  of  thefe  rewarda 
did  not  heighten  thdr  ardour  and  |irmnefs  in 
the  heat  of  adion,  and  give  them  frefli  vigo\(r 
to  fuftain  the  various  hardships  of  their  caqi* 
paigns.  Nor  ihall  we  incyr  the  reproach  pf 
partiality  for  afierting^that  no  in(litution  could 
be  better  adapted  to  rekindle  that  fpirit  of  nai 
tional  emulation  and  honour,  which  had  ei^- 
tijrely  evapprated  under  the  long  re^gn  of  ign 
norance  and  oppreffiqn. 

Thefe  improvements  in  il^ .  army  f on- 
fiderably  tended  to  humanize  the  manners 
of  the  foldiery,  ai^d  to  abate  tbs^t  tendency 
to  brutal  cruelty  which  they  delighted  tq 
airplay  over  tbofe  whom  they  had  vaA-r 
quifhed  in  battle.  That  this  charader  of 
barbarous  ferocity  was  not  i^ndeferyedly  at- 
tributed to  them  by  the  prejudice  of  other 
nations,  may  be  fufficiemly  eftabliQied  by  on^ 
firming  example.  Wh^n  the  indefatigable 
zeal  and  Ikilful  meafures  of  Peter  had  re- 
duced the  people  of  Narya  beneath  the  KxxCz 
iian  yoke,  his  foldiers  anticipated  the  in- 
dulgence of  a  general  pillage  and  mafiaer^. 
But  thefe  mercilefs  intention^  were  fh^f- 
trated  by.  the  .firmnefs  of  th?  yidtorioi^ 
Czar.  On  horfeback,  with  his  naked  fword, 
iand  followed  by  hi$  .generals,  the  a£Uve 
Peter  purfued  bis  way»through  the  ftreets, 
to  prevent  the  impending  deftrudlion.  Two. 
..  ■'.  i  foIdierS| 
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ibldiers,  more  audacious  than  the  reft,  ptt^ 
fumed  to  difregard  his  orders  of  clemency^ 
and  his  fword  inftantly  punifhed  their  di(^ 
obedience  by  ftretching  them  dead  at  his  feet* 
He  then  proceeded  to  the  hotel  de  villei 
¥rhere  the  magiftrates  and  citizens  had  aflfem* 
b]ed  half  dead  with  their  fears.  Throwing 
his  blood-ftained  fword  on  the  table,  he  pro- 
nounced thefe  words  of  peace  and  fafety: 
**  Behold  the  weapon  which  has  fhed  the 
blood  of  my  foldiers,  to  prefcrve  your  me- 
naced lives  '\" 

When  Feter  afcendcd  the  throne  of  his 
anceftors,  the  Ruffians  were  inferior  to  all 
other  nations  in  naval  tadlics.  A  prince 
of  his  enlarged  and  fpeculative  turn  of 
mind,  however  accident  may  have  con- 
curred to  forward  his  difcoveries,  could  not 
be  long  ignorant  that  commerce  muft  be 
ftrangled  at  her  birth  without  the  ailiftanco 
and  protedion  of  a  maritime  power.  The 
ficft  fruits  of  his  plans  to  aggrandize  his  em- 
pire were  therefore  viftble  in  the  formation 
of  an  admiralty  and  navy,  which  was  accom- 
plifhed  with  all  that  expedition  which  flowa 
from  the  united  energy  of  numbers,  richest 

and  defpotifm ;  while  St.  Pcterfburg,  which 
«■ 

***  Lacombe,  p.  206.  Voltaire's  Hift.  dc  RuiCe,  p.  193. 
Mcfti.  de  Mtnid.  etrafigerc*  p.  133.  Vita  di  Pietro  il  Grande» 
p.  136.  With  fome  flight  vdriations,  this  anfwer  is  alfo  re- 
lated in  Anecd*  de  Origin,  de  Pierre  le  Grand*  p.  32. 
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arofe  from  a  vaft  morafs  at  hiv  commatid^ 
iboii  opened  her  arms  to  the  buff  fons  of  com«» 
snerce ;  and  the  fmall  ifland  of  CronfEadti 
which  proteds  the  face  of  the  city,  was 
transformed  by  the  mandate  of  the  fovereigD^. 
and  the  perfeverance  of  the  people,  into  aft 
impregnable  fortreft,  under  which  (hips  of 
the  largeft  fize  might  ride  with  fafety  againft 
the  attacks  of  a  hoftile  navy.  The  fhott  fpace 
of  a  month  may  convert  the  heavy  awk- 
wardnefs  of  the  recruit  into  the  adHve  grace- 
fulnefs  of  the  foldier  ;  but  many  years  muft 
be  pafled  by  the  failor  in  the  fchool  of  expe- 
rience,  before  he  can  be  called  an  adqpt  in 
his  adventurous  ferviee.  From  the  patriotic 
defire  of  obtaining  the  art  of  navigation,  and 
that  he  might  increafe  the  gain  and  glory  of 
his  nation  without  the  affiftance  of  foreigners, 
he  inflituted  a  fchool  of  marine  at  St  Pe* 
terfburg,  fmce  removed  to  Cronftadt,  and 
which  the  adive  zeal  or  defpotifm  of  the 
Czar,  entirely  filled  with  noble  youths  drawn 
from  the  different  parts  of  his  vaft  empire, 
who  were  in(lru£ted  in  navigation,  European 
languages,  and  in  all  exercifes  of  the  body, 
by  mailers  of  great  fkill  and  knowledge  in 
their  different  profeflions  ". 

Among  the  various  reformations  effeded 
by  the  enlightened   mind  of  Peter,    nona 

"  Mem.  dc  t^Empire  Rol^  P*  s6i,  tte» 
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fenre  more  ftrongly  to  difplay  his  irrefiftU 
ble  power  and  coafummate  wifdom,  chaa 
his  attack  and  demolition  of  the  principal 
fortreflTes  which  fheltered  the  ambition,  igno- 
rance, idlenefs,  and  ararice,  of  the  church* 
When  the  patriarch  Adrian  expired,  it  was 
the  firm  determination  of  the  Emperor  to 
abolt(h  that  dangerous  and  hateful  office  '\ 
which  under  afpiring  prelates  has  frequently 
expofed  the  power  and  dignity  of  the  rulet 
of  Rufiia  to  the  mortification  of  a  competitor 
in  his  earthly  fway.  But  prudence  required 
him  gradually  to  unfold  a  defign,  and  to  pro« 
nounce  a  decree  fo  repugnant  to  the  tnfti« 
totions  and  prejudices  of  the  fuperftitioua 
Rnflians«  Fearful  of  avowing  his  fentimeatt 
until  the  obliterating  hand  of  time  had  weak> 
ened  the  affedion  and  reverence  of  the  peo* 
pie  to  this  firft  of  fpiritual  dignities,  he  a& 
felled  to  afcribe  the  vacancy  of  the  patriate 
chal  chair  to  his  warlike  concerns  with  SwCi* 
den  ^\  which  prevented  his  attention  to  aa 
affair  of  fuch  folemn  importance,  and  there* 

'■•  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  127.  Perry,  p.  2C7.  Thofc  poff- 
ticians  who  maintain  that  the  diftaacc  betwe9ii  the  fUfcjefi 
and  xnonarch  fhould  be  great  in  the  eyes  of  the  multitude, 
tnP-Y  not  be  inclined  to  think  it  was  judicioufly  prefenred  to 
tiie  advantage  of  the  latter,  when  die  Czar  on  foot  led  the 
SI0  .or  the  borfc  whicli  the  patriarch  rede  on  the  prooeffioo 
of  Palm  Sunday.    See  Carlifle's  Embaifiesy  p.  298. 

*'  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p*  301  •  torn*  v.  p.  94*  95*    ^^tadl 
Pictro  il  Grande,  p.  jtoo. 

fore 
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fete  demanding  fuch  deep  confideration; 
At  the  fame  time  he  artfully  dominated  Ste- 
phen Tawortiky,  metropolitan  of  Rezan,  a 
man  of  learning  and  a  foreigner,  to  the  ad« 
miniftration  df  the  patriarchal  fbn&ions  with 
the  title  of  exarch  or  vicegerent  of  the  pa- 
triarchal iee^  whofe  authority  however  only 
ibtetpofed  in  trivial  concerns^  while  all  tranf- 
anions  of  a  fuperior  nature  were  fcrutimzed 
by  the  fovereign,  or  by  a  general  aflembly 
of  bifhops  '\  By  this  fpecious  proceeding, 
he  had  -already  virtually  reduced  the  power 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  chief  to  an  empty  name ; 
and  after  twenty  years  of  diffimulation,  which 
muft  have  been  extremely  painful  to  his 
proud  and  open  nature,  he  ventured  boldly 
to  declare  that  the  office  of  patriarch  (hould 
never  be  again  affumed  in  his  dominions^ 
With  a  wifdom  guided  by  experience,  he 
melted  the  iron  fceptre  of  the  pontiff  and 
enjoined  all  fubje£ks  relative  to  reli^on  to 
he  placed  under  the  jurifdidion  of  a  tribu* 
nal,  on  which  he  was  pleafed  to  confer  the 
flattering  though  ambiguous  title  of  the  Holy 
L^flative  Sy^od. 

Satisfied  with  real  authority,  the  manly 

pride  of  Peter  never  courted  the  vain  titles  of 

.^eatnefs*    H!e  therefore  fcomed  to  proclaim 

■♦  King,  p.  440- 
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himfclftbe  head  of  ,th«  church**,  while  the 
xouembei^  of  this  new  college  fo  unequivo- 
cally ratified  his  power  by  their  oaths  and 
adions.  la  this  manner  did  the  church  re* 
fign  her  independent  jurifdiaion.  •*  I  fwear 
to  be  a  faithful  and  obedient  fervant  and 
fubjeflk  to  my  true  and  natural  fovereign,  to 
his  auguft  fucceffors,  which  he  niay  choofe  to» 
name  ia  virtue  of  his  inconteftible  authority. 
I  acknowledge  that  he  is  the  fupreme  judge 
of  the  fpiritual  college.  I  fwear  by  the  all- 
feeing  God,  that  I  underftand  and  explain 
thefe  oaths  according  to  their  ftrid  and  literal 
interpretation  '"^Z' 

The  iacred  fun&ions  of  this  body  were 
firft  exerclfed  by  twelve  members,  one  pre- 
fident,  two  vice^preiidents,  four  counfellors, 
and  £our  ailefibrs^  The  twelfth  was  charged 
with  the  care  of  ecclefiaftical  affairs  at  Mof-^ 
oow^  tn  a  particular  office  under  the  name  of 
the  fynodical  chancery,  which  depended  on 
the  fynod  *^  But  there  is  a  wide  difference 
to  be  made  between  the  magnitude  of  their 
cKftindions  and  prerogatives,  and  thofe  en« 

••  Once  however  we  are  told,  that  the  Czar's  pafllon  on 
being  fiipplicated  hj  the  fyriod  for  a  patriarch,  fo  far  pro- 
Toked  him  to  reteal  his  hidden  power  as  to  fay,  ftriking  liis 
breafty  "  Htrt  h yeur  patrmrch*^*  Bilt  the  hafty  expreffion  of 
the  moment,  cannot  be  ponftrued  into  a  formal  declaration  of 
the  throne.     See  Anecd.  Origm.  de  Pierre  le  Grand,  p.  214* 

'•  Volta;ro»a  Hill,  de  fluflia,  p.  157,  i5«.     ^ 

■'  King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  41.2,  443, 
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joyed  by  the  late  patriai'ch.  Their  feat  id  the 
council  was  abdicated,  their  name  in  the  afts 
of  foVercignty  omitted,  the  bulk  of  their  re* 
venues  fequeftered  for  royal  purpofes,  and 
the  feal  of  their  fubje&ion  may  be  faid  to  be 
affixed  in  the  Czar*s  refufal  for  them  to  de- 
cide any  queftion  without  its  firft  being  fub^ 
mitted  to  his  approbation ;  while  a  political 
equality  being  eftablilhed  between  the  dig* 
nity  of  all  the  prelates,  and  the  fmall  au* 
thority  which  they  retained  being  entirely 
broken  on  their  expulfion  or  retreat  from  the 
tribunal,  a  frigid  indifference  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  infenfibly  fucceeded  to  that  great 
awe  with  which  they  had  hitherto  contem** 
plated  their  perfons. 

The  fovereign  whofe  vigour  of  mind  can 
(hake  off  the  flavery  of  prejudice,  and  ieflea 
the  firength  of  that  tyrant  fuperftition,  n^o 
has  fo  often  impelled  the  fruitful  virg^  to 
renounce  the  laws  of  nature,  the  fedate  mz^ 
tron  her  domeftic  duties,  and  the  robuft 
youth  his  fervices  to  his  country  in  the 
deadnefs  of  religious  (anftuaries,  muft  at 
lead  be  allowed  the  praife  of  accomplifhiog 
a  work  of  temporal,  if  not  of  fpiritual  bene- 
fit to  his  deluded  fubjeds«  It  was  equally 
the  aim  of  Peter  in  his  ecdefiailic  reform^ 
aliens,  to  difpel  the  dark  cloud  of  idlenefs^ 
as  well  as  of  ignorance,  which  hung  orer 

the 
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the  numerous  monafteries   of  Ruflia.     He 
therefore  commanded^  that  all  thofe  mquks, 
who  did  not  feek  thefe  vafl  fepulchres  of  the 
living  from  the  love  of  ftudy,  and  from  the 
hopes  of  becoming  bifliops  '*,  (their  general 
reward^  as   in   Ruflia^   the  offices   of  fupe^ 
rior  clergy  are  filled  only  by  the  regulars,) 
but  for  the   more  fafe  indulgence  of  their 
/loth,   fhould   devote  their  vacant  hours  to 
the  exercife  of  fome  manual  labour,  or  u(^ 
ful   trade,   and    a   ftrift    attendance  on    the 
infirm    of   every   clafs,   who   were  diftrlbu- 
ted  among  the    monafteries.      Nor   did  the 
iecret  relaxations  of  difciplinc,  pradifed  by 
the  female  exiles  of  fociety,  efcape  his  re- 
forming notice.     The  nuns  were  no  longer 
fuffered,  by  the  inflexible  Emperor '%  to  dif^ 
regard  the  public  welfare,  when  they  aflumed 
their  facred  character,  but  were  ordered  to 
fuperintend  the  education  of  orphans  and  poor 
girls,  and  to  fupport  with  a  cheerful  hand,  the 
aged,  the  lame,  the  fick,  and  diftr^fied  of  their 
owa  fcx* 

Uncontaminated  by  that  falfc  and  fervile 
piety  which  fo  debafed  the  hearts,  and  vi- 

••  for  a  full  account  of  the  ecclefiaftical  improvements  of 
Peter,  fee  King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  427— '477.  and  • 
Coofeft,  p.  M9^J84. 

■9  In  this  furvey  of  Peter's  improvements,  and  in  the  de- 
tails of  his  private  life,  I  indifferently  ufe  the  names  of  Czar 
«r  Emperor. 
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tiated  the  faculties  of  his  people,  his  next  «i^ 
teration  mud  be  coafidered  as  extremdy  Gon« 
ducive  to  the  health  and  cotefdrt  of  thofe  who 
conftantly  trod  in  the  paths  of  induftjy*  He 
foftened  the  rigid  obfervance  of  thdr  nu* 
merous  fads,  particularly  of  the  four  great 
Lents  ^%  an  ancient  impofition  of  the  Greek 
church,  and  as  prejudicial  to  the  labourers, 
and  to  foldiers,  as  that  ancient  law  of  tlie 
Jews,  which  made  it  unlawful  for  them  to 
ihed  the  blood  of  their  enemies  on  the  (ab- 
bath  *\  even  if  their  patient  dodrine  fhoold 
endanger  the  lives  and  independence  of  thor 
whole  nation.  He  alfo  difpenfed  with  the 
abftinence  of  fifh  days  j  the  almoners  of  the 
ihips  and  regiments  were  commanded  toihew 
the  firft  example  of  an  omiffioa  fo  acceptable 
to  the  hunger  of  man,  and  their  obedience, 
we  believe,  was  given  without  the  fmaileft 
fymptoms  of  **  reludance*  Always  watch-* 
ful  over  the  interefts  of  Ruffia,  his  foldiers 
were  not  permitted  to  retire  to  a  con- 
vent without  an  exprefs  order  from  hirafelf 
or  his  fynod.  Nor  after  his  divorce  was  the 
hufband  licenfed  by  his  wife  regulations,  to 

••  See  Le  Chevalier  Goudar,  p.  no.  They  ftiU  however 
eutftrtp  in  number  tho(e  which  are  obferved  hj  the  wcakod^ 
,  or  piety  of  the  apoiloh*c  fee.  Vide  Bufchiag's  Geogr.  torn.  i. 
part  2.  Introd.  a  I'Empire  Ruffe. 

**  See  Fkr.  Jofcphus  dc  BcUo  Judaico.  Baf.  1540,  lib.  it* 
cap-  iv. 

^*  Voltaire's  Hift^  de  Rufltei  p.  159, 1(0. 
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bury  himfelf  in  thefe  abodes  of  fuperftition, 
unlefs  his  wife  was  a  voluntary  profelyte  to 
the  monadic  profeflion,  and  no  children  re- 
mained to  lament  their  infatuation.     Who- 
ever was  employed  in  the  public  fcrvice,  muft 
obtain  a  fpecial  permiffion  before  the  gates 
of  the  monaftery  could  be  thrown  open  for 
his  feduiion.     The  nuns  were  not  fuffered 
to  enjoy  the  converfation  of  the  world  except 
in  their  monafteries.     Like  the  deaconefles 
of  the  primitive  church,  thcfy  did  not  receive 
the  tonfure  until  fifty  or  fixty.     But  before 
this  laft  ceremony  was  performed,  which  for 
ever  eKcluded  them  from  all  focial  intercourfii 
with  their  fellow  creatures,  if  the  voice  oftna^ 
ture  urg^ed  them  to  aifume  the  more  fuitable 
character  of  wived,  they  were  not  only  al- 
lowed by  the  Czar  to  liften,  but  exhorted  to 
obey  her  unerring  fummons.  "  An  admirable 
regulation,"  exclaims   the  philofophic   VoI«- 
taire*  "  in  a  country  where  population  is  far 
more  neceQary  than  monafteries." 

It  was  a  wife  maxim  of  ancient  juriC- 
prudence  that  all  whom  the  ftate  protedled, 
ihould  contribute  according  to  their  refpedive 
powers  to  its  improvement.  Peter  feems  not 
to  have  been  infenfible  to  the  juftice  of 
this  policy,  when  he  ordered  thofe  unhappy  . 
females,  who,  in  the  darknefs  of  ignorance 
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aod  credulity  of  fuperftition,  had  devoted 
themfelves  to  a  perpetual  vow  of  chaftity, 
(when  the  Almighty  intended  them  to  have 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  mothers,)  to  render 
.  themfelves  ufeful  to  the  public  by  fomc 
employment  **  adapted  to  their  fex.  The 
name  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine  may  be 
here  introduced  as  carrying  this  beneficial 
command  into  execution.  By  a  liberal  msun- 
lenance,  flie  coUeded  a  fufficient  number  of 
^workwomen  from  Holland  and  Brabant.  Tbefe 
4irtificers  were  diftributed  by  the  Emprefs  in 
the  feveral/mbnafteries,  and  their  pupils  foon 
acqtiired  fuch  {kill  in  many  of  the  ufeful  arts 
of  life,  that  their  produfl:ions  frequently  con- 
tributed to  ornament  the  perfons  of  Catharine 
and  the  ladies  of  her  court. 

The  intolerant  orthodoxy  of  his  predecet 
fors  had  always  fignalized  them  as  the  pa- 
trons of  perfecution,  againft  thofe  who  did 
notjoin  in  the  worfliip  of  the  Greek  church. 
Ignorant  that  fuch  oj^reffion  only  more 
yridely  feparated  them  from  thofe  natiooS| 
yrhofe  inftitutions,  arts,  fciences,  and  po? 
licy,  they  wiftied  to  ftudy  and  adopt.  The 
more  piercing  eye  of  Peter  had  difcemed,  th« 
to  dlfarm  the  prejudices  of  his  people,  and  to 

"  King,  p.  458.    Voltaire's  Hlft.  de  Ruflic,  p.  4*^ 
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civilize  their  manners,  he  muft  introduce  into 
his  empire  the  mild  laws  of  toleration  **.  He 
not  only  therefore  ereded  the  ftandard  of  re- 
ligious freedom  in  his  dominions,  but  even 
fuffered  to  the  great  offence  of  the  clergy, 
his  fubjedts,  of  both  fexes,  to  mingle  their 
blood  with  heretical  blood,  in  legitimate  mar- 
riage. And  this  generous  policy  was,  in  the 
end,  rewarded  by  a  numerous  acceffion  of 
enlightened  ftrangers.  Regulations  like  thefe 
which  bore  fuch  evident  marks  of  good  fenfe, 
and  therefore  fo  obnoxious  to  the  malignant 
ipirit  of  fanaticifm,  gave  a  new  wound  to  the 
already  broken  ftrength  of  the  church.     Ral* 

^  His  averfion  and  expulflon  of  the  Jefuits  originated  from 
political  fafetjy  and  therefore  cannot  be  cited  to  refute  tl^e 
truth  of  our  aflertion.  See  Brace's  Mem  p.  2co.  But  the 
impartiality  of  hiftory  mud  obferve  that  the  Razlcolnicks  or 
Separatifts  who  adhere  to  the  old  fafliton  of  cultivating  the 
growth  of  their  beards,  vrere  for  a  long  time  perfecuted  sia4 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  this  honourable  edid*  But  the 
dagger  which  one  of  them  attempted  to  plunge  In  his  breaft, 
may  form  perhaps  a  fatisfaftory  apology  for  his  rigour  and 
animofity,  Their  misfortunes  however  at  laft  excited  his 
compaflion.  The  fame  indulgence  was  granted  to  the  ex« 
ercife  of  their  religious  faith,  on  the  equitable  condition,  that 
they  (hould  never  employ  their  time  in  ihe  acqi/ifition  of 
prdfelytes.  And  Peter  had  no  occafioi\  to  repent  his  gen^- 
rofity  ;  for  their  blind  and  abjedb  fuperftition  never  impeached 
their  honedy,  their  induftry,  and  obedience  to  the  govern- 
ment. For  the  intended  aflaillnation  of  Peter  by  one  of  thefe 
Separatifts,  fee  Anec.  Orig.  de  Pierre  le  Grand,  p.  116,  &c. 
For  their  calamities,  peaceable  conduct,  and  integrity  of 
4ealing«  Mem.  de  I'Empire  Ruflieni  p*  >i|. 
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Ijlog  however  once  more  aroymd  the  throQO 
of '  fuperftitioOf  they  armed  iliemfclTes  witli 
tbe  t^xu  of  the  bible^  aiui  bddVy  hudkd 
figainft  him  the  dread  name  of  A^Uicbrtfi^ 

But  the  Emperor  was  too  deeply  verfed  in 
the  human  charader  not  to  be  ien(%ie  that 
the  dignity  of  the  faverciga  i^  weakened  when 
he  defcends  into  a  peeviih  and  ^ngty  difput 
tant  with  a  fadion  ;  more  wifely  therefore  ho 
anfwered  their  fcriptaral  quotations  by  a  cov^ 
mand   for   tbp    Bible   to  be   tranflated  and 
plated  into  the  Slavonic  language*     But  the 
progrefs^of  this  holy  labour  was  fo  much  im* 
peded  bj^^the  fturdy  oppofi^ion  of  the  clefgy^ 
that  before  his  death  he  only  enjoyed  the  fa- 
.{kfeifiion  iof  perufing  the  New  Teftament** 
An   a  language*  that   his  people  might  un- 
derftand  what  they  wpre  taught  to  believe, 
iFrom  the  crowd  however  of  religious  aflailr 
*ant8^j  who,  inflamed  by  the  united  zeal  of  fu- 
perflition  and  revenge,  ftudioufly  laboured  to 
ipull  dowii  the  glorious  fabric  of  reformation 
ercfting  by  their   fage  monarch,    we   muft 
ijiftinguijli  the  name   of  Theophanes**  the 
learned  archbifhop  of  Novgorod,  whole  mon* 
kifh  prejudice?  being  waflied  away  in  tbq 

•'  Toole,  vol.11,  p.  133,  134.  Mottley  relates  that  the 
Bible  was  printed  at  Amilerdam;  but  Confett  <orredft 
this  miiiake  in  his  preface. 

**  His  characfter^  and  labours,  are  to  be  feoa  in  King, 
p.  441,44?. 
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ftreams  of  foreign  aiTociation,  and  mind  11* 
beralized  by  ftudy  and  experience,  was  proud 
to  be  the  aififtant  of  his  prince,  in  fcattering 
the  feeds  of  knowledge  over  his  barren  land. 
Againft  the  loud  din  of  fadlion  and  hatred 
the  plans  of  Peter  imperceptibly  fucceeded. 
Stripped  of  the  moft  ample  portion  of  their 
riches  by  the  irrefiftible  demand  of  public 
neceffity,  compelled  to  labour  for  their  main* 
tenance,  familiarly  contemplated  by  the  mul- 
titude, the  votaries  of  fuperftition  gradually 
difappeared,  while  the  principles  of  humanity 
and  reafon  were  introduced,  which  taught 
them  to  imbibe  a  njore  genuine  fpirit  of 
chriftianity. 

The  various  and  local  advantages  of  his 
enlarged  territories,  abounding  in  fo  many 
commodious  harbours,  and  his  knowledge  of 
tTie  trading  difpofitions  of  his  Ruffians,  equally 
offered  the  faireft  aufpices  to  revive  the  droop- 
ing fpirit  of  commerce.  And  perhaps  it  would 
be  no  deviation  from  the  ftjid  line  of  truth 
to  declare,  that  the  revolution  in  commerce^ 
effeded  by  the  force  and  enthufiafm  of  his  ge-- 
nius,  might  be  almoft  paralleled  with  that  re- 
volution, produced  by  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  his 
arms.  Under  the  adive  reign  of  his  father 
Alexes,  Aftrakan  had  become  the  centre  of 
the  Perfian  trade  j  to  which,  place  merchants 
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from  Bucharia,  Grim  Tataiy,  Armenia,  Perfia, 
and  even  India  reforted  '\ 

But  the  ungovernable  hand  c^  rebdlicm** 
utterly  deftroyed  this  important  and  profitable 
branch  of  foreign  trade ;  while  his  intercourfe 
with  China  was  interrupted  by  the  unwife 
obflinacy  of  national  pride.  The  greater  re* 
fourcQS  of  Peter  by  land  and  by  fea,  foon  re- 
moved all  impediments  to  the  profecution  of 
a  beneBcial  trade  over  the  Cafpian  Sea.  And 
his  fagacity  dlfcovered  the  ladbg  and  inefti* 
inable  benefit  which  might  accrue  to  his 
country  from  renewing  its  conae&ion  with 
China.  Thefe  two  mighty  emjares  mutually 
poffefling  thofe  natural  produds  which  the 
other  wanted,  sgid  only  feparated  from  each 
other  by  thf  narrow  conflux  of  the  Kama^ 
pleafed  themfelves  with  the  happy  profpedl  of 
riyetting  the  bonds  of  friendfhip  and  com« 
merce^  at  the  peace  concluded  in  1658.  Th« 
foundations  **  of  this  trade  were  caft  in  165^^ 
byfomecompa,nies  of  Ruffians  and  Buchanans 
eftablifhed  in  Siberia.  A  grand  caravan  of 
thefe  merchants  fet  forth  from  Toholfk,  in 
1670,    arid  arrived   at;   Pekjn   through   th^ 

*7  Coxc,  vol.  iii.  p.  33T. 

^  See  the  hiilory  and  ezpbits  of  the  famous  rebel  Stenla 
Raztn  in  t}ie  reign  of  AIezes»  and  in  th?  fQurth  tome  of  Le^ 
ycfquc. 

W  Eflki  for  le  Commerce  de  Ruffie,  p.  67 — 71. 
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country  of  the  Calmucks.  The  labour  and 
rHk  of  their  journey  were  rewarded  with  con- 
fiderable  profits.  But  their  golden  harveft 
was  interrupted  in  1684,  by  the  hoftilities  of 
the  Chinefe  and  Ruffians  on  the  river  Amur ; 
the  peace  of  1691,  fixed,  for  a  time,  the  li- 
mits of  the  two  empires;  and  in  1698  a  frefh 
arrangement  was  made  between  Ruffia  and 
China,  by  the  policy  of  Peter,  which  greatly 
increafed  the  royal  treafiiry. 

Prince  Gangarin,  then  governor  of  Sibetia^ 
exercifed  fuch  an  odious  rapine  on  thecafavans 
which  he  was  bound  to  proteft,  from  every  tie 
of  loyalty  and  gratitude  to  the  Czar,  as  wa» 
highly  unpropitious  to  their  growing  inter-* 
courfe.  But  after  his  ambition  and  avarice 
had  conduced  him  to  the  fcafFold '%  the  com- 
merce of  the  caravans  ws^s  carried  on  for  the 
fpace  of  twenty  years  with  extraordinary  vU 
gour  and  fuccefs.  This  harmony  between 
the  two  nations  was  at  laft  broke  by  the  dis- 
orderly condua  of  the  Ruffians  at  Pekin,  and 
the  Chinefe  threatened  to  exclude  the  Ruffians 
from  all  commerce  with  them.  The  wiC* 
dom  of  Peter,  to  ftifle  this  evil  in  the  birth,  1 
difpatched  Ifmailof,  the  captain  of  his  guards, 
in  1 7 1 9,  to  the  Chiijefe  court.   But  the  grow- 

'^  See  the  bidprj  of  this  p^rfonage  in  StrafaJenbcrg* 
p»  261^265. 
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ing  hopes  of  a  laftiag  friendlhtp  between  the 
two  courts,  withered  to  the  groudd,  by  tlie 
Ipofe  and  impolitic  behaviour  of  the  Ruffia&St 
And  the  Emperor  Kamhi  exprefled  bis  in-p^ 
dignatioi),  and  fatisfied  his  revenge,  by  expels 
ling  them  from  China.  Five  years  after  thii 
event  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  Yontebin^  whofi: 
wifdom  equalled,  and  firmnefa  fwrpafied,  his 
father  in  removing  the  Jefuits  from  his  do^ 
minions,  concluded  a  treaty  by  which  the 
Jluffian  caravans  were  to  advance  no  farther 
than  the  frontiers,  for  the  exchange  of  thdr 
Tarioiis  produ^ions.  Theie  regulations  dead*^ 
ened  for  a  time  the  a^ivity  of  their  intcrcourfei 
but  under  the  fecOAd  Catharine  who  followed 
^.foptfteps.pf  Peter  with  equal  glory  and 
p^hap?  greater  difcretion,  th^ir  correfpon^ 
deqc^  became  more  than  ever  a  prpfiiable 
ofckje^  of  attention^*.  Nor  muft  we  foiget 
tfi  mention,  while  fpeaking  of  the  commer-^ 
da)  fame  and  merit  of  Peter,  that  the  fecure 
po.ffe{Jion«  of  that  vaft  peninfula  of  Kamtf* 
fjhaj}?:a,  and  of  the  Kurilly  iflands'%  where 
uature  appears  in  h^  mofl;  wild  and  unculti*. 

5'  A  writer  of  grej^t  information  on  this  fubjeft,  eflimacet 
the  grofs  amount  of  the  av€nige  trH  Je  to  China,  in  czporu 
and  iinporis,  nearly  tp  reach  the  hrge  fam  of  S^Ogoool.  fter* 
Jing.  Coxe,  voJ.  ill.  p.  336.  Another  writer  at  Chantreau^ 
4,000 »ooo  of  roubles,  vol.  i.  p  aoj. 

*»  Sec  Tooke^s  View  of  the  RuOJaii  Empire.  toI.  iu 
p.  icf- 
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rated  dreffi^  ftill  added  to  widen  the  circula- 
tion of  Ruffian  traffic 

But  wheii  the  Emperof  had  taught  the 
prcKid  Swede^  the  leflonB  of  his  fubmiffion^ 
and  fwepc  the  commeiteial  Tea  of  the  BakiC| 
with  all  the  aathority  of  its  mafleri  his  fancy- 
might  be  reafonably  indulged  in  opening 
more  unbounded  views,  and  in  fuggefting 
more  important  fchemes,  for  the  foundations 
of  a  folid  eftabK(hment  of  commerce  with 
Europe.  To  realize  thefe  profpefts  of  a 
mind  which  loved  to  be  engaged  in  grand 
undertakings,  St.  Peterfburg  appeared,  which 
foon  became,  from  his  well-digefted  mea« 
fares,  rather  than  advantageous  poQtion,  the 
centre  of  commerce,  as  well  as  the  feat  of 
dominion*  Yet  the  ambition  of  this  great 
man  did  not  reft  iatisfied  with  feeing  the 
fliips  of  England,  Holland,  and  France,  an^ 
nually  unload  their  rich  cargoes  in  the  har- 
bour of  his  new  ereded  city  ;  he  afpired  even 
to  find  by  the  light  of  difcovery,  a  new  quar- 
ter in  the  regions  of  Afia,  which  might  pour 
into  bis  empire  fome  part  of  the  wealth  and 
commerce  of  the  weftern  world,  and  he  even 
drew  up  inftrudions  with  his  own  hand,  for 
carrying  this  plan  into  execution  "• 

?'  Sec  Muller's  Voyages  ct  Det:ouvert«  faitcs   par  ks 
Jtuffes,  Amd.  ifCC,  tern.  i.  p  4>  5^H^» 

The 


60^ 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


<o6  ttlSTOkV  OF  THE 

The  future  refidence  of  Ruffian  fovereigttt 
might  deride  the  menaces  of  hoftile  nations^ 
under  the  protedling  genitis  of  Peter,  but  its 
founder  had  to  fubdue  that  more  invinciUe 
enemy,  time,  before  he  could  facilitate  and 
extend  her  internal  commerce  by  the  conve- 
niency  of  fpacious  canals  and  roads ;  the  efta- 
blifliments  of  equal  weights  and  meafures, 
the  reform  of  the  mint  and  eredlion  of  a 
board  of  commerce.  The  Emperor  by  hi« 
patrimony,  ruled  over  a  portion  of  the  banks 
of  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  by  his  conqueils  he 
ftretched  his  dominion  upon  the  Ladoga,  the 
Lake  Peypus,  and  the  Gulf  of  Finlatid  **.  But 
his  new  feat  of  government  which  was  chofeU 
with  fuch  mafterly  difcernment  to  rendet 
Ruflia  a  preponderating  power  in  the  balance 
of  Europe,  and  likewife  a  maritime  power 
which  might  employ  its  forces  in  the  Baltic 
and  in  thofe  feas  which  nature  had  placed 
for  its  accommodation,  was  ftill  unfumifhed 
with  the  means  of  receiving  into  her  bofom 
the  valuable  produdions  of  Perfia,  by  a  navi- 
gable communication,  and  thus  of  correipond^ 
ing  at  once  with  Afia  and  with  Europe. 

A  merchant  whofe  name  was  Serdioukof^ 
converfant  with  the  fpirit  of  his  prince,  and 
ambitious  and  capable  of  diftinguifhing  him^ 

'♦  Lcvcfquc,  tdih.iT.  p.  3^5.  and  torn.  ▼•  p.  95^ 
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tA{  in  the  public  fervice,  prefented  a  plan  to 
Peter  whkh  embraced  this  great  objed.     The 
deep  and  majeftic  Neva,  along  whofe  broad 
fireams  now  float  the  inexhauftible  commo- 
dities and  luxuries  of  the  mod  diftant  coun- 
tries, into  the  two  fuperb  quays  of  St.  Peterl^ 
burg,  facilitated  the  entrance  of  the  (hips  into 
the  lake  Ladoga,     From  thence  they  might 
afcend  the  Volkhof,  traverfe  the  lake  II men, 
and  penetrate  into  the  Mfta,  which  empties 
its  waters  into  that  lake.     This  river,  towards 
its  fource,  exceeds  not  in  diflance  three  miles 
from  the  Tver,  or  Tvertza,  which  lofes  itfelf  in 
the  Volga,  from  whence  they  might  open  an 
entrance  into  the  Cafpian  Sea.    To  effed  art 
union  between  this  fea  and  the  Baltic,  it  re- 
quired human  induftry  to  fupply  the  defi^ien-- 
cies  of  nature  by  the  conflrudion  of  a  new 
canal   the  celebrated  Vifhendi  VoloQiofk", 
which  fhould   convey  the  waters  of  the  Mfta 
to  the  Tver.     Such  was  the  bold  defign  of 
JSerdioukof ;  and  from  the  zeal  of  his  fove- 
reign,  and  from  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
his  people  he  beheld  its  execution. 

But  the  Emperor  was  difappointed  from  the 
icantinefs  of  the  benefit  derived  fiDm  thefe 
alterations.  The  fudden  and  violent  tcmpefts 
^^hich  rolled  over  the  lake  Ladoga,  prefeni- 

*'  See  a  xninute  defcriptlon  of  this  gresc  c^aal  in  Coxe, 
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iog  fo  many  '*  fhoals,  proved  the  fcene  of  aj:^ 
nual  deftrudioQ  to  feveral  of  his  fhips  :  the 
provident  wifdom  of  Peter  in  his  anxiety  to 
preferve  the  lives  of  his  fubjeds  and  their 
commerce,  conceived  the  projed  of  digging  a 
new  canal  to  unite  the  ftreams  of  the  Volkbof 
and  the  Neva.  This  ufeful  work  was  fufpei>- 
ded  by  his  death*  It  was  however  refumed 
by  his  fucceOTor,  and  accomplifhed  by  the 
prince  of  the  fame  name,  but  of  very  different 
character  and  fortune. 

The  Emperor  alfo  diredled  feveral  dry 
docks  to  be  formed  at  Cronftadt,  where 
his  fleet  might  have  thofe  damages  repaired 
they  received,  either  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  or  from  the  courage  of  the 
foe.  1  ver  grafping  at  the  moft  gigantic 
fchemes  for  the  public  benefit,  and  familiar 
with  all  enterprizes  which  required  any  ex- 
traordinary efforts  of  human  labour,  this 
author  of  a  great  empire  difplayed  all  die 
diligence  of  an  individual,  and  the  munifi** 
cence  of  a  fovereign,  in  his  earneft  endeavours 
to  unite  the  Don  with  the  Volga^  and  thus 
to  have  opened  an  intercourfe  between  the 
Euxine,  the  Cafpian,  and  the  Baltic  ^.    But 

'•  Struhlenberg,  note,  p.  1834 

•'  Coxe,  vol.  ill.  p.  375.  In  the  following  page  however, 
this  writer  obfervesy  that  the  advantages  refulting  from  the 
proje^ed  cana]>  would  be  fcarcelj  equivalent  to  the  expencc 
of  forming  it. 

thi» 
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tliis  work,  which  fo  truly  marks  the  damp 
of  his  genius,  he  left  incomplete ;  and  it 
ilill  remains  for  an  Alexander  to  finifh  this 
ferviceable  monument  of  Ruflian  magnifi«> 
cence. 

In    our    admiration    of   thofe   monarchs 
who  have  conduced  to  the  glory  or  fplen* 
dour  of  their  country,  by  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  any  work  that  might  deferve  the 
thanks  of  his  people,   or  the  inveftigatioa 
of  foreigners,    we   are    too    often    apt    to 
aflign.  all   the  praife  to   the  royal    patron, 
unjuftly  forgetful  how  much  of  the  defign, 
and  how  all  the  burthen  of  the  undertaking 
are  committed  to  the  ability  and  fuperinten- 
dance  of  the  fubjefk.     But  from  this  obfer* 
ration  Peter  (lands  peculiarly  exempt :   to 
execute  his  arduous  defigns,  a  greater  tafk 
was  devolved  on  his  hands  than  the  fignature 
of  patents,  and  the  nomination  of  infpedlors ; 
imperious  neceflicy   obliged   him  to   throw 
afide  the  idle  ilate  of  the  Emperor,  and  to 
aflume  the  a£tive  charadier  of  the  artificer  as 
i^eU  as  projedor  of  moft  of  thofe  works  which 
£o  much  contributed  to  the  national  honour 
and  benefit.     When,  to  facilitate  the  com- 
munication of  commerce,  he  propofed  the 
coi)ftrudion  of  canals,  which  were  dug  with 
£o  much  danger  from  the  noxious  fwampinefs 
of  the  foily  he  frequently  appeared  at   the 
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head  of  the  workmen,  and  raked  up  the  eardi 
himfelf,  that  they  might  be  animated,  by  his 
example,  to  Turmount  the  moft  dlfcouraging 
hardships.  In  his  meritorious  endeavours  to 
connect  the  Neva  with  the  Volkhof,  he 
levelled  the  ground  himfelf^*,  and  his  fuc- 
cefibrs  ftill  preferve,  with  the  fondeft  re- 
membrance of  his  virtues,  the  royal  pick-axe 
and  (hovel  which  were  ufed  to  furmount  the 
ineffedual  barriers  of  nature* 

It  was  a  wife  policy  of  the  Romans,  never 
to  reckon  a  country  completely  fubdued, 
'  until  it  was  laid  open  on  all  fides  to  their 
troops  and  commands.  On  the  fame  prin^ 
ciple  it  may  be  confidered,  that  the  com- 
mercial wealth  of  a  kingdom  can  never  fwcU 
to  any  vaft  amount,  until  the  intercourfe  of 
her  capital  with  the  diftant  provinces  is  ren- 
dered pradicable  and  eafy  by  the  goodnels  of 
the  roads.  In  the  conftruftion  of  new  and  re- 
paration of  old  roads,  Peter  difplayed  his  ac- 
cuftomed  zeal  and  merit. 

The  route  from  Mofcow  to  St.  Peterlburg, 
but  which  cannot  be  commended  for  its  di- 
verfified  fcenery,  as  it  is  continued  in  a 
ftraight  line  during  a  fpace  of  five  hundred 
miles,  chiefly  through  immenfe  trads  of 
woods,  remains  a  laudable  proof  of  his  atten- 
tion to  the  interefts  and  convenience  of  his 

» 

^^  Voltaire  dc  Rufficj  p.  597,  &c. 

people. 
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people.  An  Englifh  mathematician,  of  the 
name  of  Fergufon,  is  entitled  to  the  praife  of 
fubmitting  this  defign  to  the  Emperor,  which, 
when  carried  into  execution,  fhortened  the 
journey  thirty  miles  '^ 

The  critical  affairs  of  the  Emperor  fo  often 
requiring  the  fwifteft  intelligence,  and  his 
commands  to  be  executed  with  the  utmoft 
difpatch,  foon  revealed  to  him  the  manifold 
advantages  attending  the  inftitution  of  regu* 
lar  pods  through  the  principal  towns  of  his 
cxtenfive  dominions. 

Before    this    neceflary    eftablilhment,  the 

mode   of  communication  was  charaflteriftic 

of  fmall  improvement   in  the   conveniences 

of  civilized  life.     Two  diftant  friends,  who 

might  wifh  to  exchange  each  other's  fenti- 

ments,  were  obliged  to  commit  their  corre- 

ipondence  to  a  meflenger,  whofe  fidelity  was 

more   often    precarious    than    his   demands 

moderate.     Travellers  could  not  behold  the 

place   of  their   deftination   except    in    their 

own  carriages  and  fledges,  while  they  were 

to  look  for  horfes  in  the  accommodation  of 

the  boors,  whofe  extortions  were  unbounded, 

becaufe  their  prices  were  unfixed  by  the  re* 

miiTnefs  of  the  government. 

^*  Mem.  dc  TEmpirc  Ruffien,  p.  164.;  Perry,  p.  280. ; 
Strahlenberg,  p.  230. 
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*^To  remedy  thefe  defeds^  the  Emperor 
eftablifhed  from  Mofcow  to  St.  Peterfburg 
eighty  relays,  or  gamas^  aa^  they  term  thefe 
places  where  the  fledges  Hop*  Thefe  houfes 
were  diftant  from  each  other  only  five  or 
lix  miles:  each  was  conftantly  provided 
with  twenty-four  poft  horfes,  maintained  at 
the  expence  of  the  peafants,  who  were  nomi- 
nated by  government  for  this  fervice.  The 
jufi;  rigour  of  the  Czar  impofed  on  thefe /tfiir* 
Jbics  (fo  they  are  called  by  the  natives)  the 
duty  of  ferving  travellers  at  a  reafonaUe 
price ;  and  as  they  were  ftridly  prol^hited 
from  any  employment  but  what  related  to  the 
public  convenience,  his  equity  exempted 
them  from  the  payment  of  the  poll-tax. 
Actuated  by  the  fame  motives  of  attention  to 
the  celerity  of  conveyance  and  accommo- 
dation of  his  trade,  the  Emperor  eftablifhed 
a  packet  *'  from  St.  Peterfburg  to  the  com- 
mercial town  of  Lubeck.  Inimitable  prince, 
whofe  various  force  of  genius  could  with 
equal  ability  and  eafe,  fugged  and  execute 
the  moft  enlarged  as  well  as  the  moil  infigni- 
ficant  plans  of  civil  policy  *\ 

His 

^  Mem.  de  TEmpire  Ruffien,  p.  i6i,  i6z.  If  w€  attexul 
to  the  loud  complaints  of  foreigners^  we  (hall  find  that  an 
improvement  in  the  poft-horfes  and  roads  are  ftiil  two  things 
much  to  be  defired  in  Ru{£a» 

♦'  Tookc,  vol.  ii.  p.  146.  • 

^*  "  Quoique  les  honimes  fe  flattent  de  lenr  granifcs 
adions/'   fays  the  philofopbic  Rochefoucauld,  *'  cIJcs  d« 

foflC 
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His  next  regulation^  which  indicates  his 
true  regard  for  the  welfare  of  commerce, 
was,  no  longer  to  fuflfer  induflry  to  be  robbed 
of  her  juft  wages  by  the  partial  juflice  of 
weights  and  meafures  ^\  To  prevent  an 
illicit  exadlion,  which  is  fo  threatening  to  the 
very  vitals  of  commerce,  he  eftablifhed  an 
uniformity  of  weights  and  meafures  through* 
out  the  empire,  while  the  prices  of  the 
common  neceflfaries  of  life  were  equitably 
fettled.  His  enlightened  policy  alfo  greatly 
improved  the  current  coin  of  the  ftate,  by 
the  2^pointment  of  fome  qualified  French- 
men, to  fuperintend  the  hitherto'  impure 
operations  of  the  mint^^;  another  circum« 
ftance  which  added  to  the  encouragement  of 
commerce. 

The  laws  of  nature  and  reafon  concurred 
to  inform  Peter,  that,  unlefs  the  rights  of  fo^ 
reigners  were  deliberately  weighed  in  the  fcales 
of  juflice,  he  could  never  exped  to  behold 


Ibnt  pas  fouvent  les  effets  d'an  grand  dctttin,  mais  \t$  effets 
du  hazard"  See  his  celebrated  PenfiSes  Mazimes  et  Re« 
flexions  Morales*  p.  $•  But  to  no  prince  perhaps  can  this  ob« 
(ervation  be  lefs  appropriate  than  to  Peter. 

♦'  Voltaire  Hift.  de  Ruffie,  p.  393. 

*♦  Tooke,  vol.  ii/p.  147.  Thofc  readers  who  may  wifii  to 
obtain  infight  into  the  hiftory  of  Ruffian  coinage,  and  into 
tke  dilFerence  of  the  preient  money  in  former  reigns,  we  re- 
fer to  M.  Marbaulty  Eflai  fur  le  Commerce  de  Ruffie,  p. 
254.  ftc. 
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his  empire  civilized  or  enriched  by  com- 
merce. That  oracle  of  wifdom,  experience, 
had  held  up  her  lamp  for  him  to  read  and 
to  mark,  in  the  code  of  his  father,  how  much 
the  integrity  of  the  judge  was  bialTed  by  na- 
tional affed:ion,  and  confeqliently  how  much 
the  impartiality  of  the  law  was  violated, 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  decide  between 
the  claims  of  a  foreigner  and  a  native.  To  re-» 
form  the  pernicious  abufes  which  muft  na- 
turally have  arifen  from  fo  venal  an  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  he  ereded  a.  tribunal  of 
commerce,  whofe  equity  it  was  almoft  im- 
poilible  to  diftruft,  by  his  having  moft  judi- 
cioufly  filled  it  with  an  equal  number  of  na- 
tives and  aliens  ^\  In  this  undertaking,  we 
may  be  allowed  to  fay  that  policy  has  not 
outfiripped  the  pace  of  juftice,  fmce  it  may 
be  commended  as  claiming  the  gratitude  of 
the  flranger,  and  fixing  the  lafl  key-ftone  to 
the  centre  arch  of  commerce. 

The  Czar,  in  applying  himfelf^  on  his  tra- 
vels, with  his  ufual  inquifitivenefs,  to  difco- 
ver  the  various  motives  of  human  a&ions, 
bad  obferved  with  furprize  the  emulation 
which  fovereigns  drew  from  their  fubjeds, 
by  diftribudng  perfonal  marks   of  honour, 

^'  LerefqaQi  torn.  y»  p«  94*:   Voltaire  Hift*  de-Ruffie, 

unmean^ 
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unmeaning  decorations  in  appearance,  but 
which  the  proudeft  nobles  folicited  with 
eagernefs,  as  the  moft  fplendid  rewards  of 
their  loyalty  and  valour.  To  imitate  a  policy 
fo  little  expenfive  to  the  monarch,  but  which 
fo  forcibly  confpired  to  animate  men  with  a 
juft  feeling  of  courage  and  honour,  he  in- 
ilituted  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  orna* 
inented  the  heroes  of  Azof  with  this  flatter- 
ing diftindtion.  **  The  prince  Golovin  was 
the  firft  knight  of  this  moft  illuftrious  order; 
and  the  melancholy  taik  was  foon  after  im-* 
pofed  on.  Peter  of  invefting  this  companion 
of  his  travels  with  the  great  employments  of 
the  celebrated  Lefort,  with  whom  he  had 
ever  been  conneded  by  all  the  tender  ties  of 
fraternal  aflfeftion,  and  whofe  premature 
death  he  more  honoured  by  his  undifguiled 
tears  of  gratitude  than  magnificent  obfe-* 
quies  *\ 

In  the  bold  fyftem  of  policy  which  Peter 
purfued,  a  profound  and  invariable  refpeft 
to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  Europe  might 
be  chara£terized  as  its     moft   diftinguifhing 

^  Levefeque,  torn.  iv.  p.  281.  Le  Clerc,  torn.  iii.  p.  17a. 
VoJtaire  Hift.  de  Ruflie,  p.  163.  Both  Mouley,  vol.  L  p. 
««•  and  Banks,  p.  115.  greatly  err  when  they  lb  pofulvely 
affirm  that  McntchikofF  was  the  firft  perfon  who  received  this 
bpnourable  badge  of  royal  favour. 

'^^  See  a  ctrcumftantial  account  of  bis  funeral  i|l  Mottley, 
VOjl,  i.  p.  116,  117. 
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feature.  Senfible  that  the  prejudices  of  \m 
fubjedls  had  much  contributed  to  check  thdr 
improvements^  by  fecluding  them  from  the 
commerce  of  mankind,  to  wean  them  from 
an  error  the  confequences  of  which  were  fo 
obvious^  he  commanded  all  his  fubje^te,  the 
clergy,  boors,  Tatars,  Galmucks,  and  tribes 
of  their  different  clafs  excepted  **,  to  relin- 
quifh  their  beards,  and  to  afTume  the  Euro^ 
pdan  habit.  They  had  however  too  much 
obftinacy  to  abandon  the  one,  and  too  much 
fuperftition  to  adopt  the  other  without  the 
interpofition  of  force.  But  the  lovers  of  an* 
cient  cuftom,  and  efpecially  the  Razkolnicks, 
or  Separatifts,  whofe  fears  conftrued  this 
change  of  their  habits  into  the  profanation 
of  their  religion,  were  permitted  to  indulge 
their  fondnefs  for  their  beards,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  an  annual  tax  of  an  hundred 
roubles.  Drunkennefs  however,  a  vice  ia 
which  the  higheft  and  loweil  Ruffian  could 
conteil  an  equal  fliare  of  perfection,  great-* 
ly  befriended  this  regulation  by  oftentimes 
expofmg  the  old  Boyars  in  the  royal  en- 
tertainments to  the  malice  of  the  increaf- 
ing  profeffors  of  the  new  fafliion,  ^whofc 
cruelty  and  art  (haped  their  beards  in  a  fbrm 

♦•Tookc,  vol.  ii.  p-  152.  Gordon/ vol  i.  p.  141.  onlf  al- 
lows  the  Cofacksi  Tatarsi  and  Calmucks  to  betzempted* 

(0 
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fo  truly  ridiculous,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  keep  their  chambers  for  feyeral  months,  or 
lofe  for  ever  thefe  appendages  to  the  majefty 
of  their  perfon. 

But  the  moft  numerous  though  unwilling 
profelytes  of  this  new  falhion  were  procured 
by  the  decifxve  arm  of  force.  la  the  open 
ftreets,  it  robbed  them  of  thefe  beloved  em- 
blems of  their  bravery  and  manhood  ^,  and 
then  provokingly  attributed  the  commifBon 
of  fuch  a  deep  injury  to  the  fportive  play- 
fulnefs  of  a  jeft.  A  (imilar  union  of  force 
and  artifice  was  neceflary  for  the  introduction 
of  the  new  drefs,  the  model  of  which  was 
hung  on  the  gates  of  every  city  for  the  in- 
fpedion  of  all  claifes  of  people.  The  friends 
of  reafon  and  of  the  Czar  fmiled  at  thefe  re- 
forming fccnes,  but  rage  was  in  the  heart  of 
the  people,  while  compliance  was  on  their 
lips ;  and  the  (lain  of  blood  frequently  be* 
trayed  the  deepnefs  of  their  hatred  to  thefe 
innovations. 

^^  Smith*  the  author  of  Carlifle's  Embaflks,  p.  39.  ia- 
forms  us,  that  he  who  had  the  greateft  beard  was  efteemed 
the  braveft  man  among  the  Ruffians;  perhaps  this  follf 
snaj  be  nearly  equalled  by  the  Ferfians,  who  exalted  a 
drunkard  to  the  higheft  rank  of  courage  and  honour.  See  ^ 
Plutarch's  Sympos.  Franc.  I599»  lib.  i.  quxft.  iv.  for  a 
curious  anecdote  of  Cyrus  the  younger  foliciting  Laceds^ 
monian  aid  againft  his  brother  Artazerzes^  and  claiming  it 
chiefly  on  account  of  liis  capacity  to  bear  a  greater  quantity- 
of  liquor  than  any  of  his  equals. 

The 
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The  next  alteration  which  arofe  from  hia 
legiflative  power  calls  loudly  for  our  praife, 
as  it  bears  the  indelible  flamp  of  humanity 
and  juftice.  The  obligations  of  the  RuiCaa 
women  are  boundlefs  to  Peter,  who  re- 
formed that  tyranny  which  had  fixed  them 
in  a  condition  fo  humiliating.  His  manly 
foul  had  long  fympathized  with  the  heavy 
grievances  of  the  fofter  fex,  who  ftill  groaned 
in  fecret  under  the  weight  of  their  matrimo- 
nial bonds.  He  openly  efpoufed  their  rights, 
and,  with  boldnefs  well  worthy  of  fo  good  a 
caufe,  he  foon  changed  thefe  ilaves  into  the 
equal  partners  of  their  lords. 

No  longer  immerfed  in  fequeftered  apart- 
ments, nor  deprived  of  company  and  ac- 
quaintance, hy  their  mafters,  the  generous 
policy  of  Peter  called  neglefted  women 
to  aflemblies,  which  were  eftablilQbed  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  focial  intercourfe ; 
and  ftill  more  to  enlarge  their  minds  by 
the  contemplation  of  more  polifhed  fcenes, 
he  commanded  them  to  accompany  their 
hufbands  in  their  travels  '*.  But  to  crown 
the  happinefs  of  the  female  fex,  he  im- 
parted to  them  the  freedom  of  choice,  and 
the  permiffion  of  obferving  the  vices  and  vir- 
tues of  men,  before  the  conjugal  bond  be*- 

^*  Mottley,  vol.  ii,  p.  219, 

came 
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came  indiflbluble  " ;  for,  without  thefe  privi- 
leges, the  firft  and  moft  tender  of  all  human 
ties  can  only  be  compared  to  a  pecuniary 
bargain. 

In  the  entertainments  which  Peter  direded 
to  be  fucceffively  given  at  the  manlions  of 
the  great,  the  gratitude*  of  the  ladies  fcheer- 
fully  conformed  to  the  cdiGt  of  their  royal 
benefacior,  who  required  of  them  alternately 
to  appear  in  the  Englilh,  French,  and  Germaa 
habit.  Yet  the  great  reformer,  in  thofe  whirl- 
winds of  paffion  which  occafionally  eflfaced 
his  reafon,  could  not  always  preferve  the 
remembrance  of  that  decency  or  politenels 
which  he  fo  fcrupuloufly  exadled  from 
others.  In  one  of  thefe  new  eftabliflied  par- 
ties of  pleafure,  the  Emperor  flruck  Ment- 
chikoff,  becaufe  this  favourite  had  forgottea 
to  lay  afide  his  fword  during  the  dance  '*. 

In  this  honourable  and  laborious  ftruggle 
of  Peter  to  compel  ignorance  and  hatred  to 
pay  a  juft  deference  to  the  fuperior  wifdom 
and  enlightened  inilitutions  of  European  na« 

'■  Vi^a  Fietro  11  Grande^  p.  104,  105.;  Theophanes  apud 
Confctt»  p«305.;  Moetleyy  vol.  i.  p.  169. 174. ;  Gordon, 
vol.  !•  p.  142. ;  Banksj  p.  107 — no  ;  Perry,  195  — 202.  | 
Voltaire  HiH.  de  Ruffic,  p.  16  r>  162.;  Mem.  du  Regne  de 
Pierre  le  Graod,  torn.  ii.  p.  246.  251. 

^*  Levefque,  torn.  iv.  p.  283,  284* 

tions. 
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tions,  he  beheld^  with  no  fmall  uaeafinefs,  the 
Ruflians  ftill  adopting  the  Greek  mode  of 
computing  the  creation  of  the  world  from 
the  firft  of  Septemben    In  1 700,  he  abolifhed 
this  ufage,  and  commanded  the  firft  year  of 
the  century   to    be   commenced    with    the 
month  of  January,  to  the  great  fcandal  and 
aftonilhment  of  his  fuperflitious  people.  This 
order  was  publiihed  in  the  couns  of  jullice^ 
the  pulpits,  and  public  places  of  the  feveral 
towns  of  the  empire,  while  great  folemni* 
ties  ufhered  in  this  ufeful  reformation  "•  And 
we  alfo  read  with  fatisfadion,  that  about  this 
time,  his   real  or  afie£ted  love  for  a  more 
free  fpirit  of  national  allegiance  fupprefied 
the  degrading  word  ialop^  ox  Jlave^  and  en- 
joined   his   Ruflians    to    afTume  the    more 
honourable   appellation   of  raab^  or  fubjeS^ 
when  they  prefented  their  requefts  to  their 
Emperor  *\ 

*'  Mottley,  vol.  i.  p.  137,  138.;  Tookc,  vol.  li.  p.  148; 
149. ;  Perry^  p*  235,  236. ;  Banks,  p.  11  a.— In  this  altera- 
tion, however,  he  did  not  adopt  the  Gregorian  but  the  old 
Julian  caleftdar,  which  is  ftill  rcfpedled  in  Ruffia.  Hence 
the  date  is  fometimes  doubly  cxprefled;  as,  on  the  i%  of  May, 
Peter  caft  the  foundation  of  St.  Peterfburg.  See  likewife  a 
curious  and  learned  note  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  vol.  vii.  p.  154.  on 
this  fubjed :  but  the  objedlions  of  thia  renowned  hiftorian  to 
the  modern  method  of  counting  are  not,  in  my  opuiion» 
marked  with  his  ufual  difcemment. 

•♦  LeClerc,  torn.  iii.  g.  175,     Perry,  p.  237. 

Afo. 
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A  fovereign,  ardent  and  fuccefsful  in  his  aU 
tempts,  like  Peter,  to  deftroy  that  l^rbarifm  ' 
which  had  fo  long  and  deeply  oppreflfed 
Ruffia,  would  have  forfeited  all  claims  to 
judgment  in  his  work  of  reforui,  if  he  had 
not  embraced  with  avidity  the  firfl  occafion 
of  introducing  the  growth  of  manufadures^  * 
the  immediate  parents  of  civilization.  As 
the  Ruffians  were  fo  often  fummoned  to 
the  field  by  the  ambition  and  revenge  of 
their  warlike  Emperor,  and  therefore  fo 
perpetually  requiring  an  ample  fupply  of 
the  inftruments  of  attack  and  defence,  it 
was  the  firft  ^are  of  Peter  to  improve 
and  multiply  the  fabrication  of  arms,  Nu« 
merous  forges  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of 
St.  Peterfburg ;  and  fuch  was  the  inceflant 
a<5livity  of  the  Czar,  that  amid  ft  the  mul- 
titude of  important  concerns  over  which  he 
was  compelled  to  extend  his  perfonal  infpec- 
tion,  he  ftill  found  time  to  urge  the  toils  of 
his  workmen  by  his  prefence  and  example* 
The  precious  iron  was  extracted  from  the 
mines  of  Olonetz,  and  thofe  implements  of. 
deftrudion,  artillery,  bombs,  and  balls,  were 
fo  well  manufadured  for  the  purpofcs  of  war,, 
by  the  Ikill  of  foreign  mafters,  and  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  Ruffian  apprentices,  that  well- 
grounded  hopes  might  be  entertained  by 
Pet^r,  fays  a  foreign  minifter  of  that  tiraci^ 
1  of 
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of  fooQ  rendering  thefe  articles  a  valuable 
commo^7  in  the  branch  of  exportation  with 
the  neighbouring  nations.     A  portion  of  his 
attention  was  alfo  bellowed  on  thofe  forges 
where  anchors  were  wrought^  and  all  the  ne- 
ceflary  iron  for  the  compofition  of  a  fliip* 
Nor  did  he  conceive  the  royal  dignity  to  be 
degraded  by  the  exercife  of  manual  labour 
at  the  lime   and   tile-kilns,  which  were  to 
afford  an  inexhauflible  (lock  of  materials  W 
his  projeded  capital.     By  his  exprefs  order, 
a  particular  place  of  St.Pcterfburg  was  afligned 
for  the   reception  of  thofe   woVJcmen   who 
afforded  to  his  increafing  navy  an  adequate 
quantity  of  ropes,  f^s,  and  cables.     Under 
his    provident    care,    a    fufiicient    number 
of  water-mills   were  erected  on    the  Neva, 
near  th6  memorable  village  of  Schluffelburg, 
where  the  grain  was  fpeedily  prepared  for 
ufe  by  the  improvements  of  human  art. 

Thofe  ruling  paffions  of  his  foul,  the  fources 
of  all  his  great  undertakings,  the  love  of 
fame  and  of  curiofity,  alfo  urged  him  to 
pierce  into  the  bowels  of  the  eanh,  to  pro- 
mote the  opulence  of  his  fubjedls.  With 
this  view,  he  ifTued  inftrudlions  for  his  peo* 
pie  to  explore  and  work  the  diftant  mines 
of  Siberia ;  and,  that  their  proceedings  might 
aflfume  the  face  of  regularity,  he  inftituted 
a  college  of  mines,  to  which  he  gave  regula-^ 

ti*n» 
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tions  highly  produdive  to  the  iaterefts  of 
commerce. 

Ever  imprcfled  with  the  wife  opinion, 
that  his  country  could  not  claim  the  happU 
nefs  of  abfolute  independence  until  (he  had 
pofTefTed  the  arts  which  benefit  and  adorn 
more  civilized  climes,  he  procured  feveral 
Ikilful  hufbandmen  from  Silefia  to  teach 
the  ignorant  inhabitants  of  Kazan  the  me- 
thod of  preparing  the  wool  of  their  iheep  for 
the  manufactures,  as  he  had  long  feen  with  a 
deep  concern  the  wealth  of  his  empire  con- 
tinually drained  by  the  artificers  of  Eng- 
land, whofe  induftry  clothed  the  greateft 
part  of  his  regular  troops.  With  the  fame 
intention,  to  prevent  the  riches  of  his  empire 
being  unprofitably  difperfed  to  foreign  na- 
tions, he  introduced  linen,  woollen,  and 
iilkea  manufactories,  in  which  the  fucceffive 
operations  of  fpinning,  weaving,  and  dying, 
were  chiefly  performed  by  the  hand  of  the 
Dutch,  German,  and  French  people.  In  ftudy- 
ing  the  characters  of  princes  who  haveinfcri- 
bed  their  actions  on  the  fcroUof  fame,wemay 
obferve,  that  few  or  none  of  them  poflTefled 
that  wonderful  verfatility  of  mind  which 
could  fly  to  the  moft  oppofite  fubjeCls  with 
a  promptitude  and  ability  which  would  lead 
the  reader  to  imagine,  that  his  whole  atten- 
tion 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


6t4  HISTORY  OP  THE 

tion  had  been  devoted  to  the  bufiaefs  in  which 
he  was  then  engaged. 

Before  this  ornament  of  Ruflia  had  afcend- 
ed  the  throne,  to  dedicate  his  life  to  the  fer« 
▼ice  of  his  country,  the  arts  and  fciences  were 
iQ  the  darkeft  ftate  "•  Jealous  of  the  fame 
of  thofe  nations  who  had  attained  the  higheft 
honours  from  their  literary  talents  he  laboured 
to  aroufe  the  mental  Ifethargy  of  his  fubjeds, 
and  afpired  to  the  fublime  merit  of  placing 
the  arts  and  fciences  on  fo  firm  a  bafis 
as  to  be  invincible  to  all  future  attacks 
of  ignorance.  Befides  thofe  proud  edifices 
of  learning  and  fcience,  the  marine  and  ma^ 
thematical  academies  at  St.  Peteriburg  and 
Mofcow,  which  ftill  record  his  fuccefsful  at- 
tempts to  rdife  the  head  of  genius,  he  refolved 
that  all  the  gazettes  fhould  be  printed  in 
the  Ruffian  language,  and  that  tranflatioos 
ihould  be  made  of  the  works  of  thofe  wri-^ 
ters  whofe  ftyle  and  fubje^l  were  adapted 
to  the  comprehenfion  of  his  fubjeds,  with 
dictionaries,  with  fciendfic  diicourfes,  and 
with  general  and  with  partial  hiftories.     The 

s'  That  enlightened  affiftant  of  Peter's,  labours,  the  cele- 
brated TheophaneSy  in  pointing  out  the  various  merits  oF 
his  deceafed  friend  and  mafter,  and  the  wretched  ignoraaee 
of  Ruilia  until  he  afcended  the  throne,  faja  that,  before  the 
reign  of  Peter,  *'  We  can  hardly  affirm,  fo  much  as  one  pair 
of  compafles  was  to  be  found  withm  this  vail  empire/^  See 
Confett,  p.  3q6. 

Ihelvcs 
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(helves  of  the  royal  library  were  filled  with  a 
variety  of  fplendid  and  curious  hooks,  the 
fruits  of  his  ravages  in  Courland.  While  his 
poflreffion  of  the  famous  Gottorp  globe '% 
which  defcribed  the  fyftem  of  Copernicus^ 
his  unique  coUe&ion  of  Tangutan  and  Mon^ 
golian  manufcripts,  his  numerous  works  of 
the  mod  celebrated  mailers  in  the  art^of 
painting;  his  curious  monuments,  which 
were  found  in  a  Perfian  temple,  on  iht  bor«- 
ders  of  the  Cafpian  fea ;  his  rare  produdions 
of  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  king* 
doms  i  his  coftly  mathematical  and  furgical 
inftruments,  and  the  various  rich  prefents 
which  he  and  his  predecefTors  at  different 
times  had  received  from  his  Afiatic  provinces, 
juftly  rendered  his  mufeum  an  objeA  of  ad^* 
miration  to  the  eye  of  learned  foreigners". 
The  liberal  policy  of  the  Emperor  opened 
this  inllitution  to  the  fervice  of  all  his  fubjedls, 
and  his  generofity  was  amply  repaid  by  the 
progrefs  of  the  nation. 

As  another  incentive  for  his  fubjeds  to 
throw  off  the  mantle  of  ignorance,  in  wiiich 
they  had  been  fo  long  covered,  he  provide4 
printing-houfes  *\  from  which   iffued   fuch 

**  Sec  the  hiftory  of  this  remarkable  performance  of  art  in 
Storch's  Tableau  de  St.  Peterfbottrg,  a  work  which  eminently 
combined  entertainment  with  indrudion. 

*^  See  Mcmoires  dc  TEmpirc  RuiSen,  p.  ada-^aSp. 

••  Perry,  p.  aao. 

S  f  txanf- 
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tranflations  bf  books  into  the  Ruffian  Ian* 
guage,  as  enabled  his  fubjeds  to  read,  and 
in  time  to  underftand  the  fentiments  of  thofe 
foreign  writers  who  trod  with  fuccefsflil  vi- 
gour the  boundlefs  paths  of  literature.  His 
next  judicious  meafure  to  accelerate  the 
progrefs  of  learning  may  be  recognized  in 
his  eftabli(hment  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
of  St.  Pcterfburg  ",  and  the  rules  which  were 
framed'  for  its  advancement  in  reputation 
breathe  all  the  enlightened  fpirit  of  its  iiluA 
trious  founder. 

From  a  crowd  of  beneficial  regulations,  wc 
Ihajl  tranfcribe  the  foliowing  one,  as  the  beft 
calculated  to  communicate  indifcriminately 
the  advantages  of  knowledge  to  his  people. 
He  enjoined  the  members  of  this  inflitution  to 
devote  an  ample  portion  of  their  time  to  the 
compofition  of  elementary  books  on  the 
fciences  *%  and  when  they  had  accompliihed 
their  inftrudive  labours,  to  render  them  fib- 
miliar  to  the  underftanding  of  all,  by  the 
fimple  drefs  of  a  tranflation. 

The  fcience  of  aftronomy,  which  leads  the 
mind  of  man  to  the  moil  fublime  conceptions 
of  the  omnipotence  of  his  Maker,  and  teaches 

'•  Lc  Clcrc,  torn.  iii.  p.  564. 

••  Tooke,  vol.  ii.  p.  .136.     See  Ukeinfe  Anecdot.  Ongin. 
de  Pierre  le  Grand,  p.  265* 

him 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


REVOLtJTlOfNS  OF  RUSSIA.  Uj 

him  tO'furvey  with  a  philofophic  eye  the 
comparative  infigoificance  of  human  gran- 
deur^ the  exahed  genius  of  Peter  had  culti-* 
vated  with  no  inconfiderable  fuccefs.  In  the 
obfervatory  of  Paris,  he  had  firft  been  feized 
with  the  defire  of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of 
the  planetary  fyftem,  and  on  his  return*  he 
more  ftrikingly  evinced  his  love  of  aftronomy, 
by  ere£ling  an  obfervatory*',  which  was  fur- 
liifhed  by  his  patriotic  munificence  with  the 
moft  valuable  inilruments  of  obfervation. 
The  Czar,  whofe  paflion  for  any  fcience  was 
always  remotely  or  intimately  conneAed  with 
his  views  for  the  improvement  of  his  nation, 
to  dire£t  the  minds  of  the  great  perfonages 
of  his  court  to  the  labour  of  thought,  and  to 
make  their  tafte  in  fome  degree  congenial 
with  his  own,  ufed  frequently  to  converfe 
with  them  on  the  ftudy  of  aftronomy,  and  to 
explain  to  their  perplexed  comprehenfiona 
how  the  fun  is  furrounded  by  a  hod  of  plane- 
tary worlds,  which  revolve  around  his  attrac-* 
tive  influence.  In  this  manner  did  their  phi- 
lofophic Emperor  pour  into  their  minds  the 

.  *'  CBuyres  de  Fontenelk.  Eloge  da  Czar  Pierre  I.  p.  219, 
Tooke,  voLii.  p*  137-  Aftronomy,  before  the  enlig Keened 
meafures  of  Peter  aroufed  the  mental  emulation  of  the 
young  and  old,  was  interpreted  by  their  ignorant  fears  into 
witchcraft.  See  Strahlenberg,  p.  235. ;  and  Mottley,  vol.  u 
p.  13B. 

s  f  2  light 
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light  of  fcience,  which  by  degrees  accuftomecf 
them  to  purfuits  that  prefled  the  flight  of 
ignorance,  and  gave  a  lading  firength  to  th« 
efforts  of  literary  commerce.  The  aftrono- 
mical  abilities  of  the  Czar  likew  fe  enabled 
him  boldly  to  put  the  axe  to  the  very  root 
6f  the  tree  of  fuperftition,  which  had  fo  long 
oveHhadowed  Ruflia,  by  ptxx:laiming  to  his 
people  the  precife  day  of  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  that  their  credulous  imaginations  might 
eeafe  to  interpret  this  fimple  and  neceflary 
movement  of  the  earth  into  a  portentous 
meffenger  of  an  avenging  deity. 

.  Peter  had  gratefully  re^e^ed  how  much 
the  fund  .of  his  own  information  was  en- 
tiched  by  his  perfonal  intercourfe  with  dir« 
tant  nations :  anxious  therefore  to  fee  the 
rififig  generation  diientangled  from  the  net 
of  ancient  prejudices,  and  the  flame  of  learn- 
ing perpetually  kept  alive  in  their  breafts, 
he  afGgned  an  adequate  (lipend  to  a  tittm-* 
her  of  youths,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
enabling  them  to  purfue  their  ftudies  in  thafe 
countries  where  the  arts  and  fdences  floi^ 
riihed  in  the  greateft  perfection. 

To  awaken  them  to  the  mod  affiduous  dili- 
gence, this  judge  as  well  as  patron  of  intel* 
iedual  labours  promtfed  to  make,  as  every  fo^ 
vereign  ftiould  do  who  feeks  the  pure  applau(e 
of  poderlty,  the  road  of  learning  communi- 
cate 
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cate  with  the  feat  of  preferment!  The  fruitl 
derived  from  this  laudable  plan,  were  fome- 
times  of  ^n  unpromifing**,  but  more  often  of 
the  moil  fubftantial  kind.  On  their  return, 
the  Emperor  himfelf  fcrutinized  their  fevcral 
merits,  and  if  their  progrefs  fatisfied  his  ex- 
pedations,  they  were  defervedly,  though 
gradually,  advanced  to  offices  of  truft  and 
dignity.  But  the  youth  who  had  wantonly 
abufed  this  fair  occafion  of  improvement  was 
fixed,  by  the  juft  difpleafure  of  his  royal  exa* 
miner,  ina  fituation  which  could  neither  be 
reckoned  great  nor  lucrative.  While  the 
ftrong  defire  of  the  Czar  to  enlighten  the 
lower  clafTes  of  fociety,  and  to  give  them  a 
more  civilized  character,  is  ftrikingly  teftified 
by  his  eftablifhment  of  fchools  throughout  the 
towns  and  villages  of  his  immenfe  empire  *\ 
where  the  children  of  the  peafants  might 
be  inftruded  in  reading  and  writing.  But^ 
perhaps,  to  have  efFedually  called  forth  th^ 
dormant  vigour  of  their  minds,  he  ihould 

•*  Hear  the  curious  words  of  Lacoxnbe :  **  Un  d'euz,  plus 
Mofcovite  que  les  autres»  s'obflina  de  refter  enferme  dans 
vne  chambre  ^  Venife,  fendani  fuaire  amues ;  et  de  retour 
dans  fon  pays^  il  fe  fit  mcrite  de  n'avoir  rien  tu,  ni  rien  ap* 
prb  dans  une  ville,  I'ecole  de  la  Politique,  du  Commerce»  et 
des  Beaux  Artes  i"  p.  153.  See  likewife  Fontenelle^  Eloge 
4u  Czar  Pierre  I.  p.  195.  1  have  feen  this  fingular  fad 
eUewhere  authenticateds  but  the  place  this  genuine  fon  of 
Ignorance  chofe  for  his  long  feclufion  is  not  recorded. 

•»  Banks,  p.  345. 

S  f  3  have 
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have  levelled  every  barrier  of  flavcry  whicB 
appeared  oh  the  face  of  his  country. 

In  his  unremitted  endeavours  to  refine 
their  tafte,  to  elevate  their  minds,  and  to 
Impart  a  juft  relifli  of  rational  pleafures  among 
his  uncivilized  fubjedts,  the  Czar  opened  a 
national  theatre  at  Mofcow  ^* :  but  the  reader 
vrill  eafilv  conceive,  that  the  rudenefs  and 
poverty  of  Ruffian  manners  were  fuch  infur- 
mountable  obftac1eS|  that  all  the  labours  of 
Peter  never  could  boall  of  having  formed  it 
into  a  fchpol  of  corred  delicacy,  or  of  plea- 
(ing  inftrudion.  The  princefs  Natalia^  fitter 
to  the  Emperor,  w^s  a  great  encourager  of 
the  theatrical  art ;  and  her  attachment  to  the 
fcenic  mufes  led  her  into  the  compqfitioa  of 
jnany  tragedies  and  comedies  *',  which, 
though  riow  thrown  on  the  flielf  of  oblivion 
by  the  judgment  of  a  more  polilhed  age, 
were  then  efteemed  both  popylar  and  in* 
terefting. 

^  Tookc,  vol.  11.  p.  15$. 

•»  Mem.  dc  PEmpirc  Rufficn,  p.  17a.— But  the  merit  <^ 
driking  out  this  new  *path  of  ude  is  due  to  the  elegant 
genius  of  the  unfortunate  Sophia,  who  in  the  barbarifm  of 
the  times,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  various  difficulties  of  her 
great  {Ution»  diverted  her  mind  by  the  tranfiation  €£  th* 
inimitable  Moliere's  **  Medecin  malgre  lui"  into  her  native 
tongue,  in  which  (he  performed  one  of  the  charaders;  and 
by  the  compofition  of  u  tragedy*  probably «  fays  Mr.  Coxe| 
the  iirft  extant  in  the  Ruffian  ianguagei  vol.  ii.  p.  49. 
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The  energy  of  his  mind  was  alfo  deeplj 
felt  in  the  inftitution  of  a  police  at  St.  Peterf^ 
burg^  which  cad  a  moft  vigilant  eye  over  the 
internal  fecurity  of  Ruflia.  A  moft  inexora- 
ble enemy  to  gaming,  which  banifhes  from 
the  heart  of  man  every  defire  of  excellence 
lave  that  deteftable  one  of  furpaffing  his  anta- 
gonift  in  fraudulent  dexterity,  he  guarded  its 
excluHons  by  regulations  of  feafonable  vigour; 
nor  was  aa  ukafe  wanting  to  confine  the 
luxury  of  drefs  within  the  bounds  of  decent 
moderation  ^  :  while^'  bis  foundation  and  en- 
dowment  of  two  hofpitals  at  St.  Peterfburg, 
for  the  reception  of  fuperannuated  or  infirm 
foldiers  and  failors,  and  eredion  of  a  foun- 
dling houfe,  a  college  of  phyficians,  and  of 
a  grand  difpenfary,  which  fupplied  with  me- 
dicines his  army  and  all  the  great  cities  ^,  are 
wife  and  benevolent  a£ls  which  cannot  fail 
to  receive  juft  applaufe  from  the  virtue  and 
compa/Iion  of  the  prefent  age. 

When  we  review  the  variety  of  his  great 
labours,  his  attention  to  the  interefts  of  learn- 
ing, his  encouragement  of  the  merchant,  his 
promotion  of  all  afts  of  iriduftry,  his  zealous 
endeavours  to  introduce  a  proper  fpirit  of  re- 
ligious toleration,  his  circumfpeftion  to  de-^ 

•*  Strahlcnbcrg,  p»  237. 

*»  Anecdotes  Origin,  de  Pierre  le  Grande  p.  191;— JQI.    * 

•■  Eloge  du  Czar  Pierre,  p.  a  18, 
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ttdi  z\l  the  hidden  fourceft  of  puUtc  oppre£^ 
iioD,  and  hi8  charitable  care  of  the  poor,  we 
bitterly  lament  that  any  determinate  marks  of 
cruelty  Ihould  be  difcovered  in  a  charader  fo 
truly  patriotic  and  fplendid.  But  although 
the  rigid  laws  of  hiftory  compel  us  to  pro* 
claim  his  crimes  ;  yet  we  can  never  be  per* 
fuaded,  by  royal  prejudice,  to  think  that  the 
heart  of  the  great  founder  of  Ruffian  civiliza* 
tion  ^  was  uttcriy  deftitute  of  humanity,  of 
greatnefs  of  fpirit,  or  of  vi^ue^^ 

^  Mr.  Coze»  vol.  iH.  p.  133.  conflders  the  account  of  ike 
Rufliap  civilization  under  Peter  to  be  exaggerated  ;  but  he 
itouft  advance  more  weighty  arguments  than  he  has  done* 
before  I  can  fubfcribe  my  aflent  to  an  opinion  fo  oppofite  to 
the  general  tefttmony  of  native  and  foreign  hiftorians. 

' '  In  thefe  fhort  and  decifive  words  the  chara£ler  of  the 
Czar  is  Yummed  up  by  the  great  King  of  Pniffia :  "  Lc 
Czar  n'avait  ancune  ttnAure  de  humanity,  de  magna* 
nimit^*  ni  de  vertu.''  See  Lettres  du  P.  R.  de  Prufle  et  de 
M.  de  Voltaire,  torn.  Izxxiv.  p-  306,— Perhaps  the  impar* 
tial  reader  may  not  be  inclined  to  make  that  wide  dtftindtaa 
between  the  philofophical  King  of  Praffia  and  the  blood- 
thirfty  PetciTi  when  he  recolleds  the  fingular  cruelty  and  op« 
prefiion  of  the  former  to  the  innocent  Trenck.  For  authen- 
tic details  of  that  pcrfecuted  man,  fee  Towtrt's  Memoirs  of 
the  (life  and  Reign  of  Fre4wck  of  Pruflia,  voU  ii*  p«  33I9  &c« 
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Details  of  bis  private  Life. 

It  is  a  wife  policy,  perhaps,  of  oriental  mo- 
narchs  to  fecrete  thecnfelves  in  their  feraglio 
from  the  too  intimate  obfervation  of  their 
fubjefts ;  for  few  could  fuftain  the  dignity 
of  their  fuperior  rank,  if  expofed  too  oftea 
to  the  public  view.  Could  we  contemplate, 
the  anions  of  moft  fovereigns  in  their  {hade$ 
of  privacj,  our  refpeft  would  greatly  abate 
for  the  royal  charafter  ;  fince  we  fhould  fee 
the  man,  when  ftript  of  the  impofing  enfigns 
of  authority,  nothing  exempt  from  our  weak* 
nefTes  and  follies,  more  accuftomed  to  levity 
of  condud  than  ferioufnefs  of  thought,  and 
generally  preferring  the  moft  frivolous  amufe- 
ments  to  the  moft  important  purfuits '.  The 
diligent  and  laudable  curiofity  of  an  indivi* 
dual''  has  fupplied  us  with  authentic  mate^ 

rials 

'  A  ftriking  contraft  to  this  remark  is  to  be  feen  and  ad« 
mired  in  the  domeftic  virtues  of  his  pre/ent  MitjeAy,  whofe 
private  life  might  fumifii  thefm^S  of  m  ji^  tmd  ample  pom* 
gfnCf  by  its  edify ingviifiunple  of  mental  a^vity  and  diffuft 
benevolence. 

*  M.  de  Staehltn,  a  laborious  German^  and  preceptor  to 
the  unfortunate  Peter  the  third,  has  coUc&ed,  in  one  oAavo 
TOlunif ,  the  moft  curious  aneccbtes  of  the  ^eat  Peter ;  and 
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rials  to  follow  the  benefa£tor  of  Ruflia  in  the 
iDoft  xnterefting  fceties  of  his  private  life  ;  and 
our  readers  may  be  induced  to  think,  we 
have  not  concealed  bis  vices,  nor  e^^alted  bis 
virtues,  when  be  (hall  appear  unmafked  in 
bis  equal  intercourfe  with  his  fubjeds.  The 
confcioufnefs  of  fuperior  merit  enabled  him  to 
defpife  the  pomp  qf  royalty,  yet  he  wiflicd 
the  throne  to  be  held  in  the  higheft  reverence. 
It  was  the  pride  of  Peter  to  behold  his  nobler 
and  people  acknowledge  their  mailer  in  a 
drefs,  which  would  have  been  re]efl:ed  per- 
haps by  the  mod  parfimonious  of  men  ;  fa^* 
miliar  with  artificers  and  failors,  and  fome* 
times  affeding  their  manners  :  yet  the  autho- 
rity of  the  monarch  was  never  impaired 
amidft  thefe  loofe  and  illiterate  companions. 

The  manfion,  where  the  Czar  was  accu£^ 
tomed  to  repofe  himfelf  after  he  had  caft 
the  foundations  of  St.  Peterfburg,  was  a 
wooden  cottage,  oyer  which  was  erected 
a  brick  building  on  arches*,  to  prefervQ  i^ 


itt  the  end  of  bis.  work,  he  halt  giren  vs  a  fliort  alpkabetical 
fift  of  the  namey  rank,  and  hiftory  of  his  authorities.  I  have 
jeleded  him  for  mj  chief  ^uide  without  hefitation  or  fear,  as 
16%  iituation  and  impartiality  give  hi«ih  ihe  faired  preten- 
fions  to  our  belief.  Anecdotes  Originales  de  Pierre  k 
Grand  >  a  Straibourg,  1787. 
>  &e  StorcVs  Tableau  de  St.  PeterflM>urg. 
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from  the  weather,  as  a  precious  memorial  of 
the  great  and  rapid  exertions  of  Peter.  The 
whole  ftock  of  royal  moveables  was  confined 
to  a  bed,  table,  compafs,  and  fome  books 
and  papers.  In  the  fhorteft  days  of  the 
winter,  which  are  not  more  than  fevfen 
hours  in  this  latitude,  the  indefatigable  fo^ 
vereign  was  prepared  for  the  various  and 
important  duties  of  the  day  at  four  in  the 
morning.  It  was  his  ufual  cuftom  to  kbour 
alone  for  the  public  fervice  till  the  morning 
light ;  and  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that 
few  of  his  fubjedls  were  difpofed  to  interrupt 
the  profecution  of  his  ftudies  at  this  unrea* 
fonable  hour. 

Sometimes  he  employed  that  time,  which 
jnoft  of  his  fubjedls  dedicated  to  reft,  in  the 
confideration  and  difpatch  of  urgent  bufinefs 
with  his  minifters.  At  the  fixth  hour,  he  di- 
reded  his  attention  to  the  great  concerns  of 
the  Senate  and  Admiralty  ;  and  by  this  noble 
parfimony  of  time,  and  with  his  aftivity  of 
genius,  he  was  enabled  to  regulate  with  eafe 
the  different  concerns  of  peace  and  war,  and 
ftill  to  enjoy  many  hours  for  his  favourite 
purfuits.  His  rare  application,  which  feemed 
to  confider  every  moment  abufed  that  was 
not  employed  in  the  difcharge  of  fome  pri« 
yate  or  public  labour,  was  little  indulgent  to 

the 
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the  repofe  of  Catharine  ^  Before  the  fixth 
hour  of  the  morning  had  pafied^  her  occup*- 
(ions  commenced ;  but  though  (he  was  fuow 
moned  fo  early  to  the  cares  of  the  empire^  hf 
the  inceflant  diligence  of  her  hufband,  jtt 
her  humanity  forebore  to  meafure  fo  rigo* 
roufly  the  Ilumbers  of  her  domeftics* 

The  royal  table  was  always  ferved  at  one] 
and  in  the  choice  of  his  difhes  he  was  not 
lefs  diftinguiihed  from  the  pooreft  of  his 
fubjefts^  than  by  the  fplendour  of  his  attire** 
His  ordisary  food  confided  of  foup  with  four 
krout,  which  the  Ruffians  called  cbtcbiy  grud| 
lampreys,  cold  roaft  meat  feafoned,  pickled 
cucumbers,  or  falted  lemons,  and  pig,  with 
four  cream  for  fauce ;  while  Limbouig 
eheefe  ^  was  uncommonly  agreeable  to  bis 
plebeian  appetite.  But  he  compenfated  for 
this  hafty  and  frugal  dinner  with  fuch  copi- 
ous draughts  of  French  and  Hungarian  wines, 
and  of  the  ftrong  liquors  of  his  country,  that 
his  guefls  might  eafily  perceive  he  was  not 
very  fcrupulous  in  his  adherence  to  the  laws  of 
temperance.     Caft  in  a  mould  of  uncommoa 

^  LeTcfque,  torn.  ▼•  p*  162, 16]^ 

'  See  An«cdote  Ixxxv.  p.  209.  for  a  degradiag  tlitio^ 
laughable  infts^ice  of  royal  oeconomy,  where  the  Czar  mea- 
fattt  the  fize  of  his  favourite  eheefe  with  his  compares,  asd 
aotrv  it  down  in  his  pocket-book^  &r  the  ifpMibk  purpolb  d 
afcertaining  and  punilking  the  petty  depredations  of  bjs 
fefvants. 
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ftrcngtb,  and  delighting  in  violent  excrci(c8| 
one  repaft  could  not  fatisfy  the  voracioufneis 
of  h\s  appetite.  To  whatever  place  his  va- 
rious avocations  called  him,  he  never  forgot 
to  be  provided  with  a  fufiicient  quantity 
of  cold  meats. 

The  arrogance  and  gravity  of  his  predeceC* 
ibrs  coniidered,  the  refpedkful  behaviour  of 
foreign  minifters  to  be  noticed,  and  the  diff&» 
rent  fervices  of  the  patriarch  and  boyars  to  be^ 
rewarded  by  the  rare  honour  of  an  invitatioa 
to  the  royal  table  ;  even  then  a  feparate'  ta- 
bl^was  always  placed  for  them,  that  their 
digtiity  might  not  be  profaned  by  a  too  equal 
kitercourfe  with  their  guefts.  The  more 
anftately  difpofition  of  Peter  led  him  to  the 
port  whenever  the  arrival  of  a  Dutch  Ihip 
was  announced.  Skilled  in  policy,  which 
among  its  profitable  leflbns  taught  him  the 
many  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  con- 
defcenfion  of  the  fovereign  to  foreigners,  he 
familiarly  accepted  the  wine  and  bifcuits  and 
brandy,  which  were  offered  aboard  by  the 
captains:  but  perhaps  the  faftidious  would 
be  at  a  lofs  to  perceive  the  utility  of  the  mo- 
tive, and  inclined  to  cenfure  that  want  of  dig- 
nity which  fuffered  him  to  admit  thefe  ua-« 

*  See  OleariQi^  tom.i.  liy.iii.  p^ikO,    Raff^llo  Barbe'« 
ruiQ»  p.  aiQ. 
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polifhed  Tons  of  commerce    to   the  ibctal 
though  grofs  pleafures  of  the  imperial  cable. 

Inftead  of  thofe  magnificent  entertainments 
of  the  ancient  Czars^  where  the  table  waa  op- 
preflfed  by  the  weight  of  the  gold  and  filver 
plate,  the  parfimonious  emperor  eftablifhed  a 
mtfs  with  his  minifters,  his  generals,  and  fa* 
▼ourites.  Each  of  thefe  perfonages  paid  his 
fiiare,  which  rarely  exceeded  the  value  of  a 
ducat.  The  fatirical  malevolence  of  his  ene* 
mies  has  infmuated,  that  he  adopted  thia 
plan  to  compenfate  his  principal  cook  for  the 
fcantinefs  of  his  wages  and  perquifites.  Bnt 
if  the  table  was  not  ferved  with  a  profufioa 
of  coftly  difheSy  there  was  no  oeconomy  ob» 
ferved  in  the  diftribution  of  wine.  *  The 
juice  of  the  grape  has  been  no  lefs  fatal  to 
the  happinefs  than  to  the  conftitution  of  num, 
by  unlocking  thofe  fecrets^  the  diicovery  of 

^  Sir  William  Temple  and  Lord  Horatio  Walpote,  wiio 
filled  thfir  diplomatic  (lalions  with  no  lefs  credit  to  them* 
felrcs  than  honour  to  their  country,  (eem  to  be  well  aware  of 
the  ufe  of  the  bottle  in  extrading  fecrets  of  high  political  im« 
portance.  The  former  was  accuflomed  to  fay*  that  tLe  be& 
intelligence  is  obtained  by  the  convivial  tntercourfe  of  a  good 
table;  and  though  a  moft  rigid  oeconomiftf  the  (ame  table 
vas  always  kept  in  his  abfencp  by  hk  fecretarj.  See  Coie'f 
Memoirs  of  Horatio  Lord  Walpole^  chap-  xlii.  p*  465.  The 
delicate  conftitution  of  Temple,  although  unable  to  bear  the 
deep  potations  of  the  Germans,  was  yet  always  attended*  on 
neceflary  occafions,  byfome  gentlemen  properly  trained  4br 
that  trying  fcrvicc.    Sec  Temple's  Works,  Yol.i.  p.  ti6. 

which 
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which  ma7  inflame  the  mercilefs  arm  of  def-* 
potifm  to  inftant  revenge.  The  feverity  of 
hiftory  force?  us  to  declare  that,  in  the  care- 
lefs  gaiety  of  the  table,  the  d«mon  of  fufpi- 
clon  (lili  lurked  in  the  royal  bread ;  and  to 
lament  that  he  could  not  rife  to  the  magnani- 
mity of  pardoning  an  indifcreet  word,  which 
was  uttered  only  when  reaiba  was  entirely 
extingui(hed  \ 

It  was  the  invariable  maxim  of  the  Gzarsi 
to  receive  the  firfl  audience  of  ambafladors 
with    every    circumftance   of  pomp   which   , 
might  difplay  the  greatnefs  of  the  empire 
The  unceremonious  Peter  prefented  himfelf 
to  thefe  reprefentatives  of  their  fovereigns, 
without  the  fmallell  attention  to  any  of  the 
rules  prefcribed  by  courtly  etiquette.     It  was 
his  conllant  and  certainly  not  improper  ex- 
prefiion,  that  they  were  fent  to  be  introduced 
to  him,  and  not  to  his  halls  or  palaces.     One 
inflance  will  be  fufficient  to  convince  the  rea« 
der,  that  in  this  refpedl  his  actions  perfectly 
correfponded   with   his   words.     When   the 
grand     marefchal    and   ambafTador    of    the 
Pruflian    court,    Printz,   wiflied   to  prefent 
his  credentials  to  the  conqueror   of  the  re- 
nowned Charles,  and  to  the  ruler  of  an  im- 

'  This  ocUous  part  of  his  condud  is  revealed  to  as  hj 
Ley^fqact  torn,  ?.  p.  165.;.  and  Gordon,  vol.  ii*  Appendixt 
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menic  empire,  he  was  condudied  on  board 
of  an  ynfiniihed  fhip'.  Unaccuftomed  to 
fuch  little  ceremony^  he  demanded  to  be 
uihered  into  the  prefence  of  the  Ruflian  em- 
peror. The  attendants  pointed  to  a  man 
who  was  adively  employed  in  arranging 
fome  ropes  to  the  top  of  a  mad.  Peter^ 
for  fuch  was  the  dextrous  faiIor%  on  re- 
cognizing the  ambafTador,  called  on  him 
to  aicend  the  (hrouds,  but  the  aftoniflied 
and  (lately  PrufTian  pleaded  his  inability  to 
perform  fo  new  and  dangerous  a  taik.  The 
alert  monarch  then  inftanily  defcended  and 
held  a  conference  with  him  on  deck ;  where 
h^  probably  manifefted  the  fame  difr^ard 
to  thofe  form$»  which  to  execute  with 
a  proper  dignity  is  reckoned  by  fome  mo* 

*  See  X.ectres  du  P.  R.  de  Pruffe  et  ie  M«  de  Vdtaii^ 

torn*  Ixxziv.  p.  307. 

^  A  noble  and  judicious  traveller  thus  neatlf  ridicules  the 
prepofterous  paflion  of  the  Czar  for  making  all  his  nobles 
f«ilors :  *^  Forfe  per  dar  Prfempio  a  iJaoi,  che  roleva  hur  de^ 
venire  marinaj  a  ogni  modo.  Per  ia  xnedefima  r?gione  fa 
da  lui  ordinato,  c^e  nou  doveHeix)  1  Bojardi  venire  a  cort^ 
ne  a  cavallo^  ne  in  carro«ia»  ma  gtaccheta  ;  che  non  fe  do* 
Tpffero  poffare  i  Aumi  fu  pontu  ma  ia  barcbccto ;  e  qaefte  aon 
CO  re(ni  ma  ii  aveflero  a  go?cma^  con  la  vela*"  See 
dpere  di  Algarotti>  Yiaggia  de  Ruflxat  torn*  v*  p*  6y 
Gordon  tells  us  that  he  has  more  than  once  appeared  ia- 
cognito  as  a  common  pilot,  and  received  an  Englifli  crown 
aod  cboeft  for  hrin|;tiig  a  ibip  fro»  eke  bar  t»  CronftadCt 
yoi  iL  AppeadUf  p,  3 1 1>  5 1  a- 
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nd^rchsy  as  the  moft  eifential  duties  of  their 
high  ftation. 

The  unlimited  obedience  which  Peter  tXr 
zGtcd  from  his  fubjeds  had  fo  entirely  ex- 
cluded from  his  ears  every  word  which  mili- 
tated againfl:  duty  and  homage,  that  he  wad 
accuftomed  to  confound  the  independence  of 
foreign  minifters  with  the  fervility  of  his  pcct- 
pie,  and  to  exped  from  their  courtefy  9  fimi- 
lar  acquiefcence  to  his  caprices^  One  day, 
this  proficient  in  navigation  propofed  to  theniL 
an  aquatic  excurfion  from  Peteriburg  to  Gron^- 
dadc.  The  ambafladors  aflembled  in  a  Dutch 
packet*boat^  which  failed  along  with  its  illul^ 
irious  burthen  under  the  guidance  of  the  fciem* 
tific  Emperor.  Before  they  had  meafured 
half  of  their  voyage,  a  ftrong  wind  blew  from 
the  weft,  a  flight  mift  was  perceived,  and  a 
black  cloud  gathered  at  a  diftance  in  the  hoi-  ^ 
rizon.  The  experience  of  the  royal  pilot  pre^^ 
dided  the  approach  of  a  ftorm  ;  and  bis  nau^ 
ti<;al  judgment  was  npc  deceived.  Its  appear^ 
ance  prefently  became  dreadful,  while  th« 
livid  glare  of  lightning  and  the  tremendous 
peals  of  thunder  did  not  ferve  to  pacify  the 
terrors  of  the  diplomatic  crew.  One  of  them, 
whom  we  may  fupppCe  to  be  the  leaft  famii- 
liar  with  thefe  horrific  fcenes,  conjured  the 
Emperor,  with  every  fign  of  fear,  to  hafien 
towards  the  land.  "  I  befwch  your  majefty/* 
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Exclaimed  the  angry  ambaflador,  ^^  to  fetuflt 
to  St.  Petcriburg,  or  to  Peterhoff,  tvhich  Is  ftill 
nearer,  and  to  remember  that  the  objed  of 
my  miilion  to  Ruflia  was  not  to  be  drowned: 

,  for,  if  I  perifh  here,  and  the  prefent  profped 
ihews  me  no  other  deftioy,  your  majefty  rouft 
be  refponfible  to  my  mafter  for  the  lofs  d 
his  reprefentative/'— **  Sir,"  replied  the  Em- 
perori  with  an  unconfoling  and  mortifying 
pleafantry,  (for  his  natural  fearlefljiefs  of  tem- 
per, not  more  than  his  experience,  had  ba- 
nilhed  all  apprehenfions  of  danger  from  his 
mind,)  "  if  you  are  drowned,  we  mull  all 
ihare  the  fame  fate,  and  then  none  will  re- 
main to  account  to  your  court  for  the  un- 
timely end  of  your  excellency.'* 

The  moft  elevated  ftation  offered  no  fafe- 

.  guard  to  the  bold  tyranny  of  Peter,  who  de- 
lighted to  reduce  all  his  fubjeds  to  the  fame 
common  level  of  dependence.  His  general 
of  the  police,  Defiere,  was  one  day  chofen  to 
accompany  him  in  his  two-wheeled  open  car- 
riage (for  his  hardy  nature  difdained  to  en- 
joy, in  the  utmoft  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
the  luxurious  convenience  of  a  coach).  In  their 
ride,  they  were  obliged  to  crofs  a  fmall  bridge, 
the  planks  of  which  were  fo  loofe  and  de- 
ranged, that  they  could  not  pafs  over  it  with- 
out incurring  fome  danger.  This  unexpedled 
isppediment  compelled  the  Emperor  to  alight : 

but 
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l>at  while  the  neceflfaty  adjuftment  was  making 
by  his  dcntchtchiks,  a  fhowcr  of  blows  from 
the  cane  of  the  enraged  Peter  admonifhed  his 
companion  toexercifea  keener  .vigilance  in 
the  management  of  his  high  truft*  When 
the  planks  were  reinftated,  Peter  mounted  his 
travelling  vehicle,  and,  in  a  tone  which  be- 
fpoke  the  moft  perfed  compofure  of  temper, 
faid  to  his  chaftifed  aflbciate,  ^^  Be  feated,  be 
feated,  my  brother."  Yet  this  harfh  and  ig- 
nominious treatment,  which  would  be  juftly 
efteemed  a  moft  intolerable  evil  in  the  free- 
dom of  our  minds,  was  fcarcely  noticed, 
much  lefs  refented,  by  the  fervile  difpofitioa 
of  the  Ruffian  fubjeft. 

Thefe  chaftifements  were  fometimes  pro- 
ductive of  the  moft  lamentable  confequences. 
He  had  engaged  in  his  fervice  a  famous  ar- 
chiteft  of  Paris,  named  Le  Blond,  The  proud 
fpirit  of  this  man,  who  could  not  bend  to  the 
arbitrary  decrees  of  a  favourite,  incurred  the 
misfortune  of  falling  under  the  heavicft  dif- 
pleafure  of  MentchikofF;  but  as  the  artift,  with 
more  boldnefs  than  prudence,  had  fuccefsfully 
expofed  his  calumnies  to  the  Emperor,  his 
unjuft  charges  were  always  revenged  with 
the  cane  of  his  mafter.  The  day  at  laft  ar- 
rived, which  brought  the  dilhonourable 
triumph  of  the  favourite.  The  beautiful 
plantation  of  Peterhoff  had  ever  been  an  ob- 
'     -  Tta  jea 
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jed  of  deligKt  to  the  Emperor.     Some  QkgU. 
and  improved  alteration*  in  the  lower  gardeoi 
by  the  archite£k,  gave  the  minifter  an  oppor- 
tunity of  difpatching  a  courier  to  the  Czar, 
to  inform  him  that  all  the  plantation  was 
fellipg  hf  his  orders.     The  alarmed  monarch 
haftened  immediately  to  guard  his  beloved 
wood  from  the  fuppofcd  facril^ge.     In  crof- 
fmg  the  park,  he  beheld  the  workmen  whofc 
dreadful  axes  had  already  deprived  fome  of 
his  trees  of  their  umbrageous  ornaments.    la 
the  firft  tranfports  of  his  rage,  he  met  die 
author   of  this  unwelcome    fpedlaclc,   ^d, 
prompted   by   paffion,    a  counfellor  whofc 
ivvay  was  almoft  perpetual  over  his  mind, 
he  infulted  his  perfon  with  a  blow.     The 
high-fpirited  architcft  was  fo  deeply  a^tated 
by  this  unexpefted  di(honour,  as  to  be  feized 
with  a  violent  fever.     On  a  more  dofe  m- 
Ipcdion  of  the  affair,  the  Emperor  perceived 
he  ha.d  moft  unjuftly  accufed  the  intention  of 
the  Frenchman :  but  the  difcovery  was  made 
too  late ;   not  all  his  fincere  atonement  could 
wipe  off  the  (hame  of  the  late  affront  from 
the  memory  of  Le  Blond.     From  that  mo- 
ment his  health  gradually  declined  ;  and  in 
the  following  year  he  fell  a  vidlim  to  his 
wounded  honour.     His   death  (hould  have 
proved  an  awful  warning  to  the  CSzar,  how 
great  ought  to  be  the  ftudy  of  a  prince  who 
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fteks  the  happinefs  of  his  people  to  conquer 
thofe  pafiions,  the  exiftence  of  which  muft 
crer  hinder  his  throne  from  being  called  the 
|>ermanent  feat  of  virtue  and  reafon. 

Yet  the  Czar  could  vindicate  his  character 

from  the  charge  of  defpotifm  with  fuch  a 

mixture  of  dignified  candour  and  firmnefs, 

AS  might  tempt  us  almoft  to  believe^  that  his 

xnoft  bloody  cruelties  were  the  refult  of  a 

too  pailionate  admiration  of  exemplary  juftice. 

A  confcioufnefs  perhaps,  that  fome  of  his  deeds 

would  lead  Europe  to  view  him  in  the  odious 

light  of  a  tyrant,  was  the  inducement  to  af- 

certain  his  fufpicions,  from  an  inquiry  of  one 

of  his  nobles  lately  returned  from  an  embafly^ 

The  tninifter,  when  queftioned  on  this  delicate 

iubjeCt,  after  fome  expreffions  of  flattery,  con-* 

fefied  to  the  Czar,  that  his  actions  were  ar« 

raigned  for  their  exceflive  feverity.     "  Come^ 

let  not  your  greatnefs  of  refpedl  endeavour 

to  foften  the  unpleafing  word,"  replied  the 

monarch,  ••  they  give  me  the  name  of  tyrant; 

But  the  title  would  quickly  be  dropped, if  they 

knew  in   what  a  peculiar  condition  I  am. 

placed ;   if  they  knew  how  much  is  required 

of  m?,  and  Jhow  often  I  am  forced  to  raife 

tlie  airm  of  juftice  againft  thofe  who  labour 

ifvith  an  unnatural  zeal  to  overturn  thofe  mea* ' 

lures  whiqh  I  judge    confiftent   with  the 

T  t  3  public 
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public  welfare '^  -From  the  implacable  paf* 
fions,  the  deftruAive  meafures,  which  hauat 
the  throne  of  tyranny,  I  am  free.  The  re- 
proach of  cruelty  therefore  cannot  be  made 
.without  manifeft  injuftice.  On  the  contrary, 
it  IS  ray  glory  and  delight  to  be  furrounded 
by  fubjefts  in  whofe  minds  I  have  difcovered 
marks  of  genius  and  patriotifm.  Thefe  I 
have  confulted  and  employed  ;  and  my  gra* 
titude  for  their  fervices  has  been  teftified  by 
the  amplitude  of  my  favours." 

The  following  example  may  perhaps  fervo 
to  fubflantiate  the  latter  part  of  this  too  often* 
tatious  declaration,  by  (hewing  us  that  he  cooM 
cheerfully  fubmit  his  wildeft  pailions  to  the 
government  of  reafon  whenever  he  was  ad« 
dreflfed  with  manly  freedom.  In  his  preci- 
pitate ardour  for  commercial  improvements, 
he  had  figned  an  ukafe,  which  commanded 
the  labours  of  the  peafanta  belonging  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  governments  of  Peterfbuig 
imd  Novgorod  to  be  entirely  direded  to  the 
conftrudtion  of  the  Ladoga  canal.  The  obe* 
dient  fenate  had  afTembled  to  procl^^^n  their 
fan^ion  of  this  injurious  law,     Frinc^  Jacob 

'"  From  the  ftubborn  oppoCtion  T^tb  which  the  ignorant 
Ruffians  encountered  his  moft  enlightened  plans*  aflifted  by 
his  partiality  for  a  nautical  life»  he  was  moved  perhaps  t» 
•declare,  '<  that  it  was  a  happier  ftation  to  be  an  admiral  19 
England,  thaaCxar  in  Ruflia."     Sec  Pcny,  p.  i&f. 
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Feodovitz  Dolgoroukof,  one  of  their  moft  il- 
iuftrious  members,  whofe  undaunted  fpirit 
l^ould  not  have  difgraced  the  name  of  Cato, 
boldly  cried  out  that  fuch  a  meafure  mud 
Cend  to  the  complete  deftrudion  of  the  two 
provinces,  which  were  already  too  much  re- 
duced to  a  ftate  of  want  and  wretchednefs ; 
and,  not  content  with  this  free  ftatemenCof 
his  opinion,  he  demanded  the  right  of  ex- 
preffing  his  difapprobation  before  the  royal 
prefence.  He  was  anfwered,  that  his  repre- 
feniations  would  prove  of  no  eflTed,  as  the 
law  had  already  been  confirmed  by  the  fig- 
nature  of  the  Czar.  Without  deigning  to 
hold  any  farther  difcourfe  with  men,  whofe 
Sgnoble  fears  had  facrificed  the  true  intereil  of 
their  country,  his  honeft  rage  fnatched  the 
regifter,  aqd  inftantly  tore  out  the  leaf  on 
which  the  oppreflive  decree  was  infcribed. 
Aftonifliment  and  trepidation  never  were 
more  ftrikingly  depided  in  the  features  of 
the  whole  fenate,  than  on  this  unparalleled 
ad.  With  one  voice,  the  fenators  de- 
manded if  he  was  fenfible  to  what  dangers 
he  had  expofed  himfelt.  ^^  Yes,"  replied  the 
virtuous  prince,  *^  and  I  will  anfwer  for  the  a& 
before  my  Qod,  my  country,  and  my  Em^ 
peror." 

In  the  midft  of  their  confternation,  the  £m^ 

peror  appeared.     The  perilous  talk  of  aqr 

T  t  4  nouncing 
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n6uncing  to  him  the  audacity  of  Dolgourokof 
\fras  impofed  on  the  procurer  general,  the  firft 
member  of  the  fenate.  But  the  fubjed,  who 
could  thus  fccrn  to  pour  the  unSion  of  fcr- 
vile  coinplldnce  on  meafures  which  involved 
the  public  fafety,  muft  not  be  placed  in  that 
numerous  and  contemptible  clafs  who  were 
chaflifed  with  blows  for  their  offences,  aod 
then  afterwards  reftored  to  their  former  ho- 
nours :  for,  when  he  marked  the  rifing  pa& 
fion  of  the  Emperor,  he  rofe  without  fear, 
jind,  with  a  look  which  awed  even  majefty 
itfelf,  he  thus  i'poke  the  triumphant  language 
of  reafon  and  of  patriotifm.  "  Dirmifs  thy 
anger,  Peter  ^lepciovitZy  and  do  not  fuffer  me 
to  encourage  the  unworthy  opinion  that  you 
are  actuated  by  that  fpirit  which  led  Charles 
the  Twelfth  to  become  the  deftroyer  of  his 
"  country.  Did  you  weigh  the  fubje£l;  with 
your  accuftoo^ed  attention,  before  you  or* 
dered  the  depopuIatioD  of  two  |>rovinceSb 
which  above  all  have  tokment  the  defolatinc 
fcourgc  of  war  ?  Are  you  fully  applrifed  of 
the  number  of  inhabitants  which  have  aU 
ready  been  facrificed  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
enemy,  arid  how  much  their  deep  diftrefi 
calls  for  your  compaiiion  \  I  am  not  mfem- 
fible  to  the  advantages  which  may  be  derived 
from  the  formation  c^  this  canal ;  bui  l&  4 
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ihofc  judicious  policy  teach  you  to  draw  from 

each  of  your  provinces,  in  proportion  to  the 

numbers  therein  contained,  a  body  of  people 

adequate  to  the  execution  of  this  dangerous 

but  beneficial  undertaking;  or,  rather,  let  your 

authority  fummon  the  Swedifh  prifoners  to 

this  work,  that  your  fame  may  not  be  tar- 

Ailhed  by  the  difgrace  of  having  ruined  the 

country  which   is  indebted  for  its   prefent 

greatnefs  to  your  enlightened  labours.''^ — As 

the  bold  fenator  proceeded  in  his  fevere  leflba 

of  truth  and  wifdom,  the  indignation  of  the 

Emperor  gradually  fubfided ;  and  after  fome 

moments  of  refledion  on  the  rafli  exercife 

of  his   power,    the    Czar    fhewed    himfelf 

capable   of  laying  afide   his  fierceft   refent- 

ment,  when  he  declared  that  his  objedions 

merited  his  notice,  and  the  publication  of  the 

ukafe  ihpuld  be  delayed  until  they  were  ac« 

quainted  with  the  refult  of  his  deliberations* 

The  end  of  this  remarkable  fcene  proved 

agreeable  to  the  falutary  wiflies  of  his  fubjeft; 

and    we  are  bound  equally  to  applaud  the 

peaetration  and  firmnefs  of  the  man  who 

dared  to  difcover  and  reiiil  the  injuftice  of 

the  decree,  and  the  liiagnanimity  of  Peter, 

who  could  hear  and  obey  the  voice  of  his 

fwbjea. 

After 
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After  the  rigorous  juftice  of  the  Czar  had 
fentenced  his  firft  fon,  he  loft  the  objed  of  his 
fondeft  partiality,  his  fecond  fon,  the  offspring 
of  his  marriage  with  Catharine.  The  anguifli 
of  his  grief  was  fo  violent  on  this  unexpefted 
calamity,  that  he  fhut  ^imfelf  up  in  the  pa^- 
lace  of  Peterhoff,  refufed  all  fuf^enance  during 
three  days  and  three  nights,  and  menaced 
with  inftant  death  thofe  who  fhould  prefume 
to  difturb  bis  folitude.  This  dangerous  and 
unaffeded  difplay  of  forrow  was  a  matter  of 
aftoniflimcnt  to  his  fervants,  who  had  wit^ 
nefled  fuch  repeated  and  ftriking  inftance) 
of  his  undaunted  tamper  of  mind-  But  4 
keener  infight  into  the  heart  of  their  maftcr 
would  have  difcover^d  to  thein  th^t  r^morfc 
took  a  mod  a^iv^  part  in  the  depth  of  his 
afflidion.  His  found  underftanding  was  not 
always  guarded  agaiqft  the  attack  of  fuperfU* 
tion.  Wrapped  up  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  own  greatnefs,  and  tailing  all  the  fweets 
of  public  admiration,  when  he  pronouced  the 
condemnation  of  Alexes,  his  pride  taught  him 
to  believe  he  had  performed  a  moft  virtuous 
facrlfice,  for  the  prefent  and  future  benefit  of 
his  country ;  but  the  fudden  lofs  of  his  fecond 
fon  dimmed  the  luftre  of  this  patriotic  idea; 
and  fo  far  tranfported  his  imagination  beyond 
the  circle  of  re»fon/that  he  was-now  impelled 
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to  convert  that  fentence  into  an  atrocious 
crime,  which  before  was  confidered  to  have 
perpetuated  his  claims  to  public  gratitude. 

In  the  midft  of  his  immoderate  difbrefsi 
Ruflia  remained  without  afovereign,  the  fenate 
without  a  magiilrate,  and  the  army  without 
a  chief,  to  execute  the  ordinary  fundions  of 
the  ftate.  Catharine,  although  tenderly  alive 
to  the  feelings  of  mother  and  wife,  refufed  to 
indulge  her  grief  at  the  expence  of  the  pub- 
lic intereft,  and  tried  every  gentle  art  to  gain 
admittance  to  her  hufband.  But  finding  all 
her  former  influence  abforbed  in  the  vortex 
of  this  domeftic  misfortune,  as  a  laft  refource 
(he  applied  to  the  fage  and  decifive  counfels 
of  Dolgoroukof  for  aififtance.  The  fenator 
laboured  to  confole  her  forrow  by  the  af- 
furance,  that  to-morrow  fhe  (hould  enjoy  the 
fatisfadion  of  beholding  the  Emperor  again 
return  to  the  various  and  important  duties  of 
his  vaft  empire.  At  an  early  hour  he  repaired 
to  the  chamber  of  the  difconfolate  Czar ;  fe« 
veral  loud  kfiocks  announced  his  vifit;  but  the 
filence  which  reigned  around  the  forbidden 
apartment,  might  have  tempted  him  to  believe 
himfelf  in  the  manfion  of  the  dead,  rather  than 
in  the  imperial  palace  of  Peterhoff.  Deter« 
niined  to  break  in  upon  his  privacy,  he  called 
pa  this  terrible  monarchy  with  an  authorita<« 
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tive  Toice,  to  Open  the  door ;  and  OH  his  r&> 
fufal  he  threatened  to  enter  hi^  chamber  by 
force*  "  Very  well/*  exclaimed  the  enraged 
forereign,  "  if  I  open  the  door,  my  firft  cdm^ 
mands  (hall  fentence  you  to  death  for  this  rafll* 
ncfs  ■%"  But  when  the  door  was  thrown  opea^ 
the  dignified  firmnefs  of  this  patriotic  fubje& 
ftruck  a  fear  into  him,  which  banifhed  all 
thoughts  of  his  tyrannical  intention.  ^^  I 
^ome/'  faid  this  intrepid  nobleman^  ^^  to  de^ 
mand  whom  we  (hall  nominate  as  Emperor, 
fince  you  aSed  to  renounce  atll  the  duties  at^ 
tendant  on  that  exalted  ftation/*  The  con- 
quered  Czar  embraced  his  friend  and  burft 
into  tears.  Dolgoroukof  fei?ed  the  favour-t 
able  moment,  conduded  him  to  his  joyful 
Emprefs,  and  prefented  the  fenate  to  him,  who 
were  gracioufly  invited  to  dinner,  and  no 
more  alarmed  at  the  confequences  of  a  fecon4 
retirement. 

The  choleric  temper  of  Peter,  and  the  cop- 
fcioufnefs  of  an  uncontrolled  power,  were  the 
enemies  which  carried  oh  the  moil  fuccefsful 
war  againll  his  p«4cc  Qf  mind  and  lafliog  rer 

■•'*Sij*oiivre,je  t'abats  la  t^te  !**  LeClerc,  tom.iii.  p.  50^. 
Tixerif  are  fome  flrght  ▼ariaticms  of  this  anecdote  from  the 
iwlEttloA  of  StseMint  Who  iofes  fight  of  the  cbarader  of  Peter 
when  he  attempts  to  foftea  his  rmpaffioned  and  menadi^ 
reply.  Sec  this  anecdote  alfp  related  in  Chantreau,  torn,  iu 
f.  50. 
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putatlon.     Yet  there  were  timefi  whe&  he 
could  repel  their  mod  vigorous  aflaults  in- 
fuch  a  manner  as  leaves  us  fenfibly  to  regret 
be  could  not  always  overmafter  their  power*  . 
A  fenator,  whofe  virtues  merited  that  his  name*  ^ 
Ihould  have  been  refcued  from  oblivion,  was?  . 
one  day  participating  in  the  aquatic  amufe* 
ments  of  Peter,  when  the  furious  Prince,  fud*  . 
denly  recolleding  that  he  had  uttered  fome 
fentiments  in  the  fenate  extremely  ofFenfive, 
ftarted  up  in  the  boat,  and,  in  the  madnefs  of 
his  pafHon, .  took  the  ofiender  between  his 
ftrong  arras,  with  the  horrible  intention  of 
burying  him  in  a  watery  grave.     "  It  is  ia 
your  power  to  drown  me,"  cried  out  the  un- 
difmayed  fenator,  "  but  thy  hiftory  will  ret 
pord  ithe  adf."  ,The  repentant  Czar  inftantl/ 
replaced  him  in  his  feat,  thoroughly  afhamed 
^f  his  atrocious  defign.     To  what  a  tpweriqg. 
height  in  virtue  wouldfl:  thoy  have,  attained^ 
O  Frlnpe^  whofe  life    now  exhibits  to  our> 
inliria^ion  fuch  a  mortifying  compound  of 
the  dignity  and  weaknefs  of  h^man  nature  { 
if  thy  happiier  fate  had  fo  ordained,  that  thofe 
who  called  th^felves  your  friends  had  thus 
always  d»red  to  hold  up  to  your  light  the 
^ady  mirror  of  (ruth  and  juftice ! 

The  vigorous  mind  of  Peter  had  invariably 
laboured  to  convince  his  fubjedts,  that  fuper- 

•'  Levefque,  torn.  v.  p.  lOl. 
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ftition  does  not  open  the  paflage  to  the  fe^ 
of  eternal  happinefs.     He  was  therefore  the 
decided  and  unforgiving  foe  to  all  thofe  im- 
podtions  which  were  exprefsly  defigned  ta 
cajole  and  inflame  the  fuperftitidus  paffions  <^ 
the  vulgar.     Information  had  been  given  to 
him,  that,  impelled  by  the  call  of  fanaticifm^ 
crowds  of  people  were  collefted  in  the  church 
of  St.  Peterlburg  to  adore  the  image  of  the 
Virgin,  and  to  wimefs  the  fight  of  her  mi- 
raculous tears.     Ever  eager  to  contribute  to 
the  downfall  of  credulity,  fo  hofiile  to  the 
progrefs  of  true   faith,  he  haftened  to  the 
church  to  deled  the  fraud  in  the  fight  of  the 
deluded  people.     On  his  arrival,  he  com- 
manded this  ohjeCt  of  popular  devotion  ce  be 
unloofcd  from    the  place,    (o  undergo  hia 
ftrid  and  profane  examination*     In  the  rites 
of  the  Ruffians,  the  images  are  painted  on 
wood.     The  weeping  figure  had   a  double 
compartment ;   between  the  two  coyerings 
was  a  receptacle  for  oil,  terminating  in  fmall 
apertures  near  the  corner  of  the  eyes ;   the 
heat  of  the  burning  wax  around  the  image 
produced  the  defired  efied  on  the  guihing  oil, 
which  purfued  its  courfe  through  the  fecret 
openings.     The  ikilful   and   bold   hand   of 
Peter,  after  having  fuccefsfully  demonftrated 
the   mechanifm  to  the  aftonifiiment  of  the 
fpedators,  carried  the  di  (graced  Saint  to  his 
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tabiilet,  to  be  aflfociated  with  other  curious 
fpecimens  of  art.  But  the  author  of  this 
dextro. iS  invention  was  treated  with  greater 
indignity,  as  this  effort  of  his  fkill  was 
purpofely  contrived  to  breathe  into  the  ab- 
jc6t  foul  of  its  votaries  the  unchriftian  fpi- 
rit  of  difcord  and  fedition  :  for,  if  their 
plans  had  not  been  fruftrated  by  the  piercing 
judgment  of  Peter,  it  was  their  malevolent 
intention  to  have  perfuaded  the  people,  whea 
their  religious  zeal  had  been  tranfported  he* 
yond  all  bounds  of  reafon,  that  the  tears  of 
the  virgin  were  fhed  to  mark  her  deep  horror 
at  the  foundation  of  his  new  capital. 

The  fame  good  fenfe  of  Peter  which  endea- 
vobred  to  defend  the  purity  of  the  gofpel  from 
the  contagious  breath  of  fuperftition,  wifely 
refolved  that  her  timid  fuggeftions  fhould 
never  undermine  the  foundations  of  juftice* 
It  was  the  invariable  and  abfurd  cuftom  of  the 
ancient  Czars,  whenever  their  greatnefs  was 
humbled  by  the  hand  of  ficknefs,  to  order  the 
gates  of  the  prifon  to  be  thrown  open  to 
robbers  and  murderers  fentenced  to  death, 
under  the  vain  hope  that  their  impious  prayers 
might  (top  the  ftroke  of  death.  The  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  criminal  judge  wiflied  him  to 
follow  this  example.  "  What !"  faid  the  en- 
lightened Prince,  in  a  faint  but  compofed  tone 
of  voice }  **  if  God  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
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fupplicatiotls  of  my  virtuous  fubjeds,  can  yon 
fuppofe  that  my  malady  will  be  abated  by  the 
liberation  and  prayers  of  thefe  aflfaflins  ?  But 
depart,  and  let  fentence  be  paflfed  to-morrow 
on  thefe  malefailors ;  for  if  any  thing  caa 
incline  heaven  to  avert  the  impending  dan- 
ger, it  will  be  the  execution  of  this  juft  com- 
mand/^ 

But  though  his  manly  reafon  juftly  fcomed 
to  extend  the  royal  pardon  to  thefe  pradi* 
tioners  in  rapine  and  murder,  yet  he  could 
difplay  a  mod  amiable  indulgence  to  thofe 
fofter  tranfgreffions  of  the  female  fex,  oi 
which  falfe  and  ungenerous  man  is  firft  the 
tempter  and  then  the  punifher.  His  feverity 
however  was  inflexible  to  thofe  unnatural 
mothers,  who^  to  avoid  the  difcovery  of  an  a£fc 
fo  offenfive  to  their  virtue,  procured  the  abor« 
tion  of  their  fruit,  or  elfe  deftroyed  it  after 
its  exiftence.  Yet,  on  maturer  confideratiooy 
the  monarch  perceived  that  few  would  de- 
ferve  this  foul  imputation  fo  infulting  to  the 
rights  of  nature,  if  their  frailties  were  lefs  ex- 
pofed  to  the  derifion  of  their  fellow  creatures. 
In  one  of  the  Czar's  frequent  and  rapid  jour- 
neys from  Peterlburg  to  Mofcow,  he  flopped 
at  a  village  to  take  his  frugal  repa(L  The 
humble  houfe  where  he  dined  was  foon  fur^ 
rounded  by  a  multitude  of  peafants,  impatient 
to  behold  and  admire  the  father  of  his  coun* 

try. 
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try.     With  his  ufual  gracious  demeanour  and 
familiarity  of  fpeech  which  gained  the  hearts 
of  his  fubje<f!ts,  he  addreflsd  himfelf  to  all, 
inquired  concerning  the  (late  of  their  fami« 
lies,  and  the  nature  of  their  employments. 
Behind  the  crowd  which  preflfed  around  him 
with  eager  refpe£l,  he  remarked  a  young  wo- 
man of  pretty  and  genteel  appearance,  who 
inanifefted  a  great  anxiety  to  fee   him,  and 
yet  wiflied  to  fcreen  herfelf  from  his  fight. 
Thinking  to  gratify  her  curlofity,  he  kindly 
bade  her  to  approach.    She  b^fhfully  advanced 
with    her  face  covered   by  both  her  hands. 
The  Angularity  of  the  a£tion  pleafed  him, 
and    he   loudly   commended    her    modefty. 
Not  all  the  reverence  which  majefty  infpired 
could   fupprefs  a   general   burft  of  laughter 
from  the  envious  female  throng,  when  they 
heard  fuch  an  unexpeded,  and,  in  their  minds, 
ill  placed  compliment.     On  demanding  the 
caufe  of  their  merriment,  a  pea  fan  t  ftepped 
forth  to  inform  his  fovereign,  that  the  young 
woman  he  had  praifed,  whofe  good  qualities 
were  numerous,  had  yielded  to  the  amorous 
wiflies  of  a  German  officer,  and  that,  to  the 
great  offence  and  furprife  of  her  more  chafte 
companions,  (he  fuckled  the  offspiiag  of  this 
illicit  connection.     The  peafant  having  thus 
explained  the  caufe  of  their  laughter ;  the  mo- 
narchy with  a  feeling  benevolence  which  re*  « 
U  u                          fledft 
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fle£t$  the  high  eft  praife  on  his  head  and  hearty 
commanded  the  infant  to  be  brought  to  him  j 
which  after  taking  into  his  arms,  and  careiliDg 
and  recommending  it  to  the  care  of  the  af- 
fettionate  mother,  he  then  promifed  to  fee  her 
whenever  he  pafled  through  the  village,  threw 
a  handful  of  roubles  into  her  lap,  defired  her 
to  banifh  her  forrows,  and  refpedfully  kifled 
her^  doubtlefs  to  the  aftanifhnient  and  mor- 
tification of  the  encircling  females.  Then 
changing  the  familiarity  of  his  voice,  and 
afluming  the  commanding  look  of  ma- 
jefty;  "  Henceforth  I  order,"  faid  the  Czar, 
•*  that  none  of  her  fex  ftiun  her  fociety  or 
reproach  her  for  the  weaknefs  of  her  con- 

duar 

This  fpeech  of  the  Czar's  is  certainly  not 
much  calculated  to  pleafe  the  tafte  of  the  rigid 
moralift,  as  it  pays  no  deference  to  the  rules 
of  virtue.  But  Peter  was  obliged  to  encou- 
rage population  on  any  terms ;  and  fo  much 
did  he  conceive  it  his  political  duty  to  repair 
by  gentle  laws  the  injuries  which  it  fuffered 
from  the  ravages  of  war  and  of  peftilencc, 
•  that  he  never  punifhed  offences  againft  chaf- 
tity,  either  by  corporal  chatlifement,  fines,  or 
any  marks  of  infamy.  Being  informed  once 
in  a  converfation  concerning  criminal  jurif- 
,  prudence,  that  Charles  V.  in  one  of  his  or- 
dinances prohibited  adultery  under  pain  of 

death ; 
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diath  i  "  Is  it  poffible  ?'*  replied  the  Emperor 
^ith  a  laugh  of  incredulity.  ^^  We  (hould  have 
concelyed  fo  great  a  prince  would  have  aded 
with  more  judgment :   but  without  doubt  he 
fancied  his  people  were  too  numerous:   it  is 
neceflary  to  punifli  diforders  and  crimes,  but 
our  difpofition  ihould  be  caUtious  and  mild  in 
paffing  a  fentence  of  death  on  our  fubjeds." 
But  Peter  feldom  tried  the  fuccefs  of  this  laft 
experiment,  or  elfe  the  painful  tafk  would 
not  have  been  impofed  upon  us  of  fo  ofteil 
remarking,  that  in  feveral  iqftances  his  words 
but  little  accorded  with  his^ anions* 

Averfe  to  liften  with  a  greedy  ear  to  thp 
whifpcrs  of  dctradion^  ^except  when  her  in- 
formation touched  the  welfare  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  uniformly  checked  the  felfifti  dili- 
gence t)f  thofe  fpies,  who  are  always  to  be 
found  in  the  apartments  of  a  palace  :  when-^ 
ever  they  attempted  to  (hoot  the  arrows  of 
their  malevolence,  under  the  mafk  of  public 
zeal,  againft  thofe  who  had  provoked  their 
envy    or   refentment^    the    fovcrcign   would 
thus  exprefs  his  jufl  difpleafurc,  in  this  re- 
proachful inquiry :    "  Is  there    no   trait   of 
goodnefs  to  be  marked  in  his  chai-ader,  and 
would  it  not  be  more  honourable  to  make 
that  the  topic  of  our  converfation  ?'* 

He  was  too  deeply  read  in  the  hiftory  of 
comnnerce,  to  wilh,  from  a  blind  fpirit  of 

tJ  u  a  fordid 
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fordid  avarice,  that  in  the  regulations  relative 
to  the  cuftoms  at  Peterfbui^,  the  exercife 
of  contraband  trade  fhould- exceed  the  pu* 
niflimeht  of  cronfifcation.  "According  to  the 
di'dlates  of  found  policy,  we  (hould  confider 
commerce,"'  fays  the  expericticed  fovereigri, 
•*asa  timid  virgin,  virhom  we  muft  conciliate 
by  gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  hot  terrify  by 
fternnels  of  accent.  This  unlawful  road  to 
wealth  muft  hot  therefore  be  too  much  do- 
ticed  by  the  feverity  of  the  law:  for,  thofc 
who  are  feeh*1h'*it  run  Wore  danger  than 
my  treafure.  If  I  only  poflefs  the  fruits  of 
iTi'eir  labour  thdtinth  time,  I  ftiall  be  recom- 
"penfed  for  the  Wine  times  ^^hidh  they  havfc 
"eluded  rriy  vi^rlahce.'' 

'^'   Peter  was  not  ignorant  that -an  Ertglifhman, 

"of  deferved  eminence  in  the  fchool  of  litera^ 

Jure,  had  compared  him  to  that  great  child 

of  vanity  and  ambition,  Louis  the  fourteenth 

bf  France.    "  He  was  more  great  than  I,*'  faid 

'the 'Emperor,  with  real  or  affeded  modefty; 

*^*  in  no  one  inftance  perhaps  can  I  afiume  tht 

."filperiorlty  but  when  I  reduced  my  clergy  to 

.obedience,  while  he  fufFcred  his  to  become 

tiis   tyrants." — But  from  many   caufes,  the 

flatue  of  the  patriot  of  Ruffia  merits  to  be 

'  .  placed  on  a  higher  pedeftal  in  the  Temple 

;6f  Fame.     When  Louis  ftimulated  genius  to 

'her  fublimeft  efforts  by  his  magnificent  and 

undiftin- 
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undiftinguiQiing  liberality,  he  raifed  for  him- 
felf  a  folid  edifice  of  greatnefs  in  the  judg- 
ement of  pofterity.     But  his  pretenfions  to 
the  name  of  conqueror  reft  on  a  very  frail 
bafis.     The  French  Xerxes  glittered  in  the 
borrowed  robes  of  his  generals :  for  that  fuc- 
cefs,  which  flew  before  his  ftandard,  had  been 
prepared  by  a  fyftem  of  conqueft  and  difci- 
pline  devifed  by  the  wifdom  of  Richelieu, 
executed    by    the    ardour    of    Conde,   and 
feconded  by   the  diligence  of  Louvois.     In 
this  view,  the  charader  of  Peter  (hines  with 
fuperior  luftre  in  the  hemifphere  of  renown  : 
he  had  no  mafters  to  prepare  and  almoft  en- 
fure  his  victories,  but  his  own  exertions  of 
mind  and  body.     If  therefore  Louis  had  held 
his  doubtful  fceptre  over  the  faOiious  and  un- 
civilized Ruffians,   and  Peter  had  been  feated 
on  the  throne  of  France,  we  may  venture  to 
aflert,  that  the  one  would  have  been  unno-^ 
ticed   in   the   eftimation   of  perfonal    merit, 
whilft  the  vices  of  the  other,  w.ich  chiefly 
flowed  from  the  ungovernable  ferocity  of  his 
temper,  being  eradicated  early  by  the  advan- 
tages  of  an   enlightened  education,   would 
have  enabled  him  to  have  raifed   his  king- 
dom to  a  ftate  of  unexampled  profperity  and 
^greatnefs. 
'    But  it  is  not  in  this  light  only  that  we  re- 
cognize the   fuperiority   of  the   Czar.     He 

U  u  3  wifhed 
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wlflicd  to  fupport  his  dignity  by  his  adion^, 
and  not,  like  the  French  monarch, to  hide  the 
^nfignificance  of  the  man  under  the  magni- 
ficcnce  of  the  court.  '*A  ftridl  occonomy 
was  the  ruling  principle  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  the  pure  fource  of  his  greatnefs.  The 
expences  of  his  houfehold  were  fixed  :  he 
calculated  the  fums  ncceffary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  army,  the  fleet,  and  for  all 
the  W2^nrs  of  the  ftate  ;  and  without  deriving 
a  copious  fupply  from  this  annual  revenue, 
without  forcing  the  nation  to  lament  the 
grievance  of  exceflive  taxes,  he  had  always 
an  accumulation  of  treafure,  to  fatisfy  any  fud- 
den  demand, .  and  to  execute  any  new  pro- 
jed  which  he  conceived  would  improve  and 
adorn  his  empire. 

Yet  with  all  this  rigid  frugality,  it  was 
the  conftant  bufinefs  of  his  reign  to  conned 
merit  with  reward,  fidelity  with  happinefs : 
his  gratitude  abhorred  the  idea,  that  thofc 
who  deferved  his  love  from  their  faithful  fer- 
vices,  fhould  fee  old  age  approach  without 
receiving  fome  fatisfadory  mark  of  his  bounty. 
His  prudent  liberality  however  fo  contrived 
to  difpenfe  his  favours,  that  they  more  fre- 
quently contributed  to  benefit  than  to  diftrefs 
^he  different,  claffes   pf  fociety.     From   his 

'♦  See  Gordon,  vol-ii.  ^.266,  267. 
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ample  fund  of  vacant  lands,  he  generally  re- 
compenfed  their  labours,  and  they  were  too 
well  acquainted  with  their  own  intereft,  not 
to  beflow  every  care  on  the  improvement  of 
their  new  inheritance.  By  this  wife  and  be- 
neficent policy,  he  repaired  in  a  great  degree 
the  havoc  of  war  in  the  fertile  provinces  of 
Ingria,  Livonia,  and  Finland* 

The  fmallnefs  of  his  revenue  was  Inade*- 
quate  even  to  the  purpofes  of  an  ordinary 
prince ;  yet  with  this  poverty,  he  managed 
to  execute  fuch  noble  undertakings  as  may 
juftly  have  excited  the  envy  and  admiratioo 
of  the  moft  wealthy  fovereign.  During  the 
long  fpace  of  twenty  years,  he  waged  a  glo- 
rious war  againft  Sweden  in  the  full  zenith 
of  her  fame.  Perfia  next  felt  the  ftrong  arm 
of  the  conqueror.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  tur- 
bulent and  warlike  fcenes,  which  would  have 
engroffed  the  whole  attention  of  more  con- 
fined abilities,  he  poflefTed  fufficient  time  and 
refources  to  unite  great  cities  by  canals,  to 
eftablifh  manufactories,  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  an  immenfe  army,  and  to  remu- 
nerate the  fervices  of  ikiUul  and  induflrious 
ftrangers.  A  deep  infight  into  the  charader 
of  different  nations  formed  a  confiderable 
part  of  thofe  riches  which  thus  enabled  him 
to  improve  his  acquired  and  hereditary  pa- 
trimony*  To  thofe  ftrangers  who  belonged 
U  u  '4  to 
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to  prodigal  nations,  his  generofity  may  be  al- 
moft  faid  to  degenerate  into  extravagance ; 
whilft  to  others  of  oppofitc  national  features, 
he  dealt  out  his  rewards  with  a  moft  fparing 
hand.  But  in  this  apparent  inequality  of 
treatment  may  be  traced  the  lines  of  policy,  if 
notofjuftice:  for,  thefums  which  he  appro- 
priated to  the  ufe  of  the  fpendthrift  did  not 
exceed  his  real  expences,  while  the  fcantinefs 
of  his  allowance  to  the  mifer  reftrained  his 
avarice  within  the  bounds  of  moderation  ;  fo 
that  neither  charaSer  fliould  wifli,  nor  be 
able  to  change  their  abode  from  a  fuperabun- 
dance  of  riches. 

The  Czar  frequently  gratified  the  wifhes 
of  his  fubjeds,  and  ftrangers  attached  to  the 
Ruffian  fervicc,  to  affiime  the  name  of  god- 
fcther  to  their  children.  But  if  cuftom  had 
impofed  on  him  the  neceffity  of  accompany- 
ing this  high  honour  with  magnificent  pre- 
fents,  there  can  be  very  little  doubt  that 
his  occonomical  fpirit  would  have  tempted 
him  to  decline  fuch  expenfive  favours* 
Averfe  to  reject  their  folicitations,  but  at  the 
fame  time  careful  not  to  diminifh  his  trea- 
fury  by  any  extraordinary  gifts,  he  at  lad 
obviated  every  pecuniary  impediment,  by  the 
•uniform  rule  of  never  giving  more  than  a 
kifs  and  a  rouble  to  the  wife  of  a  common 
foldier,  while  a  ducat  was  obliged  to  content 

the 
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the  wifties  of  the  mothers  who  bore  the  moft 
illuftrious  rank  in  the  ftate. 

'When  the  fevere  frugality  of  the  Czar  en- 
abled him  to  prevent  that  neceflary  but 
odious  weed,  taxation,  from  fpringing  with 
too  quick  a  growth  in  the  garden  of  the 
ftate ;  the  well-earned  harveft  of  hi^  labours  , 
might  be  reaped  in  the  love  and  gratitude  of 
his  people.  But  the  mafter  of  the  Ruffian 
empire  defcended  into  a  fordid  meannefs, 
when  he  appeared  in  mended  fhocs  and 
patched  ftockings  ;  while  the  moft  zealous 
admirers  of  ftate  occonomy  cannot  efteem 
that  praftice  a  public  faving,  which  led  him 
to  borrow,  or  rather  to  feize,  the  wig  of  the 
firft  nobleman  who  approached,  whenever 
he  felt  his  head  incommoded  by  the  coldnefs 
of  the  weather '^ 

As  the  capricioufnefs  of  his  temper  and 
the  defire  to  teftify  the  good  effedls  of  ex- 
ample prevailed,  he  fliewed  himfelf  ignor^mt 
or  carelefs  of  thofe  laws  which  are  eftabliftied 
and  rigoroufly  obferved  by  the  prudence  and 
dignity  of  civilized  princes.  In  the  neighs 
bourhood  of  Iftia,  where  a  large  forge  was 
cftablifhed,  Peter  had  refided   a  month   for 

'*  In  the  church  of  Dantzick,  and  m  the  time  of  divine 
fcrvice,  the  chief  burgomaftcr  experienced  this  polife  ireatmefU 
from  the  fj»miliar  Czar,  doubtlefs  to  the  no  fmall  aftonilh-- 
ikienc  of  the  grave  audience.    See  Anecd  xii.  p.  33. 

the 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


666  HISTORY  OF  THE 

the  benefit  of  drinking  the  chalybeate  waters. 
His  adive  mind,  which  grafped  at  every  kind 
of  knowledge,  wi(hed  to  employ  a  portion 
of  his  time  and  ftrength  in  learning  the  ufe- 
ful  trade  of  a  fmith  ;  and  fuch  was  his  pro- 
ficiency, that,  with  the  aid  of  the  Boyars,  and 
other  noblemen  of  his  train,  who  were  ob- 
liged to  perform  on  this  fingular  occaOon  the 
menial  offices  of  journeymen  blackfmiths,  he 
could  foon  boad  of  having  forged  eighteen 
poods  of  iron  (the  pood  is  ec^ual  to  thirty 
Engliflx  pounds)  with  his  own  hands.  On 
his  return  to  Mofcow,  he  called  on  the  mafter 
of  the  forge,  commended  his  manufa&ure, 
and  demanded  how  much  he  affigoed  to  a 
maftcr  workman  for  a  bar  of  wrought  iron, 
weighing  thirty  pounds  T'  "  An  altine,"  was 
the  anfwer  of  the  unfufpicious  proprietor. 
•*  Very  well,*'  replied  the  whimficalCzar; "  my 
labours  at  your  forge  equal  the  value  of  eigh* 
teen  altines,  and  I  expetf^  an  immediate  pay« 
ment."  The  aftoniflicd  mader,  afliamed  not  to 
tftimate  the  exertions  of  his  royal  workman 
above  their  real  value,  prefented  him  with 
eighteen  ducats  as  a  reward  for  his  unex<* 
pefled  fervices.  "  Take  back  your  ducats,"  faid 
the  monarch,  "  and  pay  me  the  ufual  price; 
for  my  labours,  if  they  equal,  do  not  furpafs 
Other  blackfmitlis.  With  the  payment  of 
the  common  wages,  I  fhall  purchafe  myfelf 
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a  pair  of  flioes,  for  which,  you  fee  my  want 
is  urgent.'*  He  then  left  the  mafter,  to  make 
his  purchafe.  It  was  his  delight  to  wear 
them,  and  to  obferve  with  a  vifible  fatisfac- 
tion  of  countenance,  "  Here  are  Ihoes, 
which,  I  may  truly  fay,  have  been  gained  by 
the  fweat  of  my  brow  '*•" 

The  fanguinary  and  violent  excrcife  of 
the  chafe,  f  which  may  be  confidered  as  the 
firft  of  royal  exercifes,  and  the  mod  rulmus 
to  the  property  of  the  fubjeft,  whcr,-  .  ivili- 
zation  has  not  arrived  to  any  flato  •  •  matu- 
rity, was  viewed  with  an  eye  of  in^illFerencc 
or  rather  averfion  by  Peter,  who  defpifcd 
every  amufement  which  could  not  prefervc 
fome  connexion  with  the  imj)rovement  oT 
his  mind,  or  with  the  improvement  of  his 
people  ;  yet  the  vaft  forefts  which  overfpread 
Ruffia  might  have  permitted  him  to  indulge 

'•  Perhaps,  if  the  Ciar  had  been  ftriftly  attentive  to  the 
rules  of  jnftice,  he  ftiould  have  dillributed  a  portion  of  his 
gains  among  his  feIIow-a(lilla.nts,  but  their  awkwardnefs,  in 
his  opinion,  might  abridge  their  reward. — But  this  is  not 
the  only  indance  which  can  be  quoted,  where  he  ceiied  to 
i^member  the  dignity  of  liis  pcrlbn,  and  where  the  real  or 
fancied  advantage  of  benefiting  his  country  by  his  induftrioui 
example  cannot  be  allowed  with  any  propriety  to  extenuate 
the  offence.  Hear  the  words  of  Gordon:  "  In#winterhe 
^8  been  fevcral  times  iecn  in  a  common  hired  fledge  ;  and, 
as  it  would  fometimes  h.\ppen,  that  he  had  not  thrcc-pcncc 
(the  fare),  he  has  more  than  cr»je  iifked  the  loan  of  thi:i 
aioney  frpm    an   accidental    ftranger  j"    vol.  ii.   Append. 
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the  chafe,  without  the  fmalleft  invalion  on  the 
rights  of  his  fubjed.  Inftead  however  of  having 
fome  great  domeftic  officer  to  extend  his  con-» 
trol  over  the  royal  train  of  hunting,  after  the 
fafhion  of  European  princes,  he  kept  only  4 
few  gamekeepers  to  furnilh  his  table  with 
gaiPiC,  and  one  or  two  furveyors  to  mark  the 
timber  in  the  forefts  of  the  environs,  and  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
oaks.  When  once  invited  to  a  hunting- 
party,  he  thus  reprehended  the  fport  in  the 
grave  and  manly  language  of  a  legiflator  and 
hero  :  "  Hunt,  hunt,  gentlemen,  as  long  as 
you  pleafe,  and  make  war  upon  wild  beads : 
but  be  aflured,  it  is  an  amufement  of  which 
I  fhall  never  partake,  as  long  as  I  have  ene- 
mies to  conquer,  and  refradory  fubjc^s  to 
govern/*  If  he  had  always  thus  acted  and 
exprefled  himfelf,  the  ungracious  tafk  of 
marking  the  irregular  courfes  of  this  Rufliaa 
meteor  would  never  have  been  impofed  on  us 
in  the  progrefs  of  our  work. 

From  the  patriotic  fear  that  he  might  lofc 
fome  ideas  advantageous  to  the  ftate,  the 
Czar  turned  a  willing  car  to  all  who  appeared 
before  his  prcfence  in  the  fpeculative  cha- 
raders  of  projedors.  If  the  merit  of  their 
propofal  could  not  be  afcertaincd  without  a 
variety  of  experiments,  fuch  operations  were 
performed  by  men  of  approved  fkill,  not  only 
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by  his  orders,  bat  under  his  immediate  infpcc- 
tion.     When  the  projedt  was  deemed  worthy 
of  adoption,  the  author  was  bound  by  the  ties 
of  gratitude  to  ftyle  Peter  his  benefadlor  ;  and 
he  ftill  had  reafon  to  praife  the  Czar's  liberali- 
ty, even  if  the  event  of  the  experiment  did  not 
'correfpond   witli   his  wifhes.     In  all  dcflgnf^ 
l^hich  promoted  the  moft  diftant  hopes  of  in- 
creafmg  the  national  honour,  the  wifdom  of 
Peter  manifefted  a  juft  contempt  for  oecono- 
tny.     It  was  a  fentiment  fit  to  be  entertained 
by  a  great  monarch,  that  in  the  fuccefs*  of 
tine  uieful  projedkor  was  to  be  found  an  ade- 
quate compenfation  for  the  failure  of  all  thofe 
who'had  experienced  his  favours '\ 

That  n-atioft  muft  be  extremely  irregular 
tind   various  in  its   advances  to  perfcdion', 
under  the  dirediotl  of  a  fovereign  who  leaves 
his  condudl  at  times  to  fluduate  between  im- 
petuofity  and  defpotifm.      In    moft  of  the 
anions  of  (he  Czar,  this  great  blemilh  is  to  be 
difcefned ;  that,  in  his  endeavours  to  difTufe  an 
emulation  of  knowledge  among  his  fubjeQs, 
he  puflbed  his  zeal  to  fuch  an  arbitrary  height, 
that  oftentimes  an  unconquerable  abhorrence 
was  fek  and  expreffed  for  the  purfuits  of  a 
feience  which  would  have  given  amufemenc 
and  inffraftion,  if  his  proceedings  had   been 
reftrain^d  within  the  limits  of  moderation. 

"  JLcvcfque,  torn*  v.  p.  188,  189. 
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After  this  indefatigable  prince,  in  his  firft 
viiit  to  Holland,  had  toiled  with  the  axe  and 
faw  of  the  (hip-carpenter,  for  the  fatisfadioa 
of  beholding  the  commercial  wheels  of  his 
ftate-machine  move  with  a  quicker  circula- 
tion, he  then,  for  his  own  pleafure,  fought 
to  handle  the  more  delicate  inftruments  of  fur- 
gery.  This  amufement  of  a  leifure  hour  was 
purfued  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  in  a  (hort 
time  he  was  enabled  to  perform  feveral  fur- 
gical  operations,  with  a  (leadinefs  and  dex- 
terity of  hand  that  merited  the  praife  of  his 
inftrudor,  the  celebrated  anatomifl  Ruyfch* 
It  once  happened  that  the  love  of  this  fcieoce 
led  him  to  the  anatomical  cabinet  of  BoeT'- 
haave,  where,  among  other  curious  fubjeAs 
expofed  for  the  Undent's  obfervation,  was  a 
body  prepared  and  moiftened  with  the  fpirit 
of  therbetine.  The  unexpedtcd  fight,  and 
the  ftrong  fmell,  produced  fuch  an  effed  on 
the  more  delicate  ftomachs  of  fome  of  his  at- 
tendants, that  they  indantly  betrayed  all  the 
fymptoms  of  approaching  fickoefs.  Our  own^ 
feelings  would  teach  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
humanity  of  the  fovereign,  on  perceiving  thdr 
diftrefs,  would  have  endeavoured  to  afford 
them  immediate  relief  by  difpenfmg  with  their 
attendance  :  but  to  make  civilized  feeling  our 
guide  on  this  occafion,  would  be  to  deftroy 
truth,  a  jewel  of  the  mod  bright  and  laftiiig 
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colour  in  the  hiftorical  crown.  The  defpol, 
(for  in  this  inftance  his  claims  to  that  title  arc 
inc^nteftible,)  to  overawe  an  averfion  fo  na* 
turaly  had  recourfc  to  the  Ihocking,  but  fomc 
may  perhaps  think,  decifive  method  of  forcing 
eachof  theiQ  to  bite  amufcle  of  the  body'* 
-which  had  created  in  them  fuch  vifiblc  emo- 
tions of  difguft.  Where  fuch  abufe  of  power 
reigns,  it  is  vain  to  exped  that  the  tide  of 
civilization  can  flow  on  in  a  pure  and  uninter- 
ruptcd  courfe. 

His  palfion  for  furgery  returned  with  re- 
doubled  violence  on  his  arrival  in.RuiGa. 
Few  operations  of  confequcnce  were  per- 
formed in  the  hofpitals,  at  which  he  was 
not  ptefent,  in  the  different  though  equally 
dreaded  characters  of  fpeiSbator  and  afTiftant* 
Among  the  females  honoured  with  an  opera- 

''  77  leur  ordonna  dt  mordre  chacim  un  mufcle  de  ce  corps  diffe^ 
que;  il  n^y  avoit  pas  a  balancer  ^  th  oheirent,  Le  Clerc,  Com  lit. 
p.  ijE. — Itniuft  be  oSvious  to, all  who  have  fo'far  pcrufed 
the  private  life  of  Peter,  that  the  attachment  of  his  fubjevls 
would  have  been  more  ftroiig,  if  he  had  tempered  his  fev'e- 
rity  wirh  the  leaft  indulgence  to  their  prejudices  or  inclina- 
tions. The  admirers  of  the  Emperor  would  not  have  found 
occafion  perhaps  to  bewail  fo  often  his  brutal  and  violent 
tyrann)'*  if  he  had  caft  his  eye  on  that  fage  reflexion  which 
the  Emperor  Julian  puts  into  the  mouth  of  old  Silenus,  in  his 
celebrated  fable  of  the  C^cfars :  **  Oy  yip  Wit,  wti  wttw,  irt 
jScMT  apX**'-  irt  ifuowp.  nxira  is  avOpTa.>7,  jut/ ti  xeii  tu9  xE;^a;i7- 
|4&»jtfyau/7or;,0^jy;^A;pfaf)rTa*  wj^fp  5v*  Its  to?,*  oyT^i-jtct  oi  Icrleol  uix^a  hcili' 
ua-if  iV*  h  ToT?  fAu^oo-if^  e^k^tt  atl^^; wM^c^rVf."  Stc  Jiiliani  Opera ; 
I.ipfix,  :6(^6;  p.  314. 
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tion  by  the  hand  of  the  Emperor,  was  the 
^ife  of  a  Dutch  merchant,  who  held  a  high 
place  in  his  favour.  The  report  had  reaahed 
the  furgical  Czar,  that  ihe  laboured  under  a 
dropfy,  and  yet  was  averfe  to  fuffer  the  ne- 
ceiTary  experiment  of  tapping.  £>^ger  to 
difplay  his  kindnefs  and  (kill,  he  made  her  a 
vifit,  and  his  perfuafion,  or  rather  his  coin- 
mands,  fof  it  is  very  difficult  to  diftingoKh 
one  from  the  other  in  his  government,  at  laft 
wrung  from  her  a  very  unwilling  obedience 
to  bis  wifhes.  The  patient  fealed  her  com- 
pliance with  her  life.  But  the  abilities  of 
the  imperial  operator  yrelre  re(cued  from  ail 
difgrace,  by  the  defpicable  voice  of  flattery 
Vehemently  exclaiming,  that  the  progrefa  of 
her  difeafe  had  been  fo  much  increafed  by 
long  negle£t,  as  to  baffie  the  exertions  of  all 
human  fkiil. 

Every  ftudy  allied  to  ufeful  knowledge  is 
entitled  to  fome  degree  of  notice  from  the 
monarch,  who  profefles  to  place  his  happi- 
nefs  in  the  improvement  of  his  people  ;  but 
his   curiofity    is   no   longer    laudable,    nay, 
rather  becomes  the  fecret  objeft  of  ridicnk 
and  impofition,  when  it  occupies  too  large  a 
portion  of  his  time.     In  the  clofe  attention  of 
the  Czar  to  the  different  branches  of  furgery, 
he  forgot  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  without 
benefiting  his  people.     Not  content  with  the 
J  diffedion 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


REVOLUTION*  OF  RUSSIA*  $75 

diflcftiori  of  the  human  bady,  he  ftiJBl  farther 
del>0(fi4  hi9  elevated  ft^tioa  by  ^(Tqtniqg  the 
more-humilUtiog  o6%c«  of  the  deadft}  aod 
ift  tb^tcharaO^i  the  4Ud!acity  of  one  of  hia 
domeftics  prepared  fpr  him  th/e  ihaiQe  of 
becoming  the  principal  inftrument  of  his  ua« 
manly  revenge.  Jealoufy,  whofe  fway  19 
equal l^y  abfolute  in  thie  highed  aod  lowed 
ranks,  had  whifpered  to  the  Have  that  the 
chaility  of  his  wife  was  doubtful ;  and  un- 
fortunately for  the  fufpeded  partner  of  his 
bed,  he  had  not  obtained  fuch  an  happy  afcen« 
dancy  over  his  pafHons,  as  to  view  the  real 
or  imaginary  offence  with  the  cotnpofure 
and  forgivenefs  of  a  philofopher,  Senfible 
of  his  royal  mailer's  extravagant  attachment 
to  the  fundions  of  a  dentiA,  he  dreffed  up 
his  countenance  in  artificial  forrow  when  he 
next  appeared  before  the  Czar,  and  told  himt 
on  his  inquiring  the  caufe,  that  he  had  been 
lamenting  the  ftrange  t)bftinacy  of  his  wifCf 
who  was  troubled  with  a  raging  tooth-ache, 
uid  yet  would  not  confent  to  be  releafed  front 
her  pain  by  the  hand  of  a  dentift.  The  ere-? 
dulous  fovereign,  delighted  with  this  oppor- 
tunity of  exercifing  his  pelican,  haftened  to 
the  unfuffering  female,  compelled  her  to  be 
feated,  exajopined  her  mouth,  then  fixed  on 
the  fuppofed  caufe  of  her  pain,  and,  deaf  to 
her  entreaties  and  remonflrances,  delivered 
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her  to  the  unrelentiog  mercy  of  his  inftra^ 
ments.  Some  days  afterwards^  the  Czar  dif- 
covered  he  had  been  ferving  the  cruel  malice 
of  his  fenrant ;  and  he  muft  have  fecretty 
bluflied  at  the  remembrance  of  his  own  folly 
and  raflinefs,  when  he  chaftifed  the  audacity 
of  this  menial. 

However  the  dazzling  pi<9:ure  of  royalty 
may  be  viewed  with  epvy,  yet  few  perhaps 
would  covet  the  fplendid  gift,  if  they  were 
obliged  to  perform  the  various  labours  of  the 
firft  Emperor  of  Ruflia.  All  kinds  of  occu- 
pations were  contained  in  the  fphere  of  hk 
adivity.  In  that  leifure  which  he  enjoyed 
from  the  rigorous  meafurement  or  denial  oi 
fleep,  his  mind  was  left  free  and  open  for  li-*^ 
terary  labours ;  and  among  the  fruits  of  his 
mental  induflry,  his  treatifes  oo  Maritime  AP 
fairs '%  and  his  tranflations  of  the  Architecture 
of  Sebaftian,  Le  Clerc  Phimier^s  Art  of  a 
Turner*%  a  Syftem  of  Mechanics^  and  Sturm's 
Method  of  conflruding  Sluices  and  CanaK 
will  ever  be  coniidered  as  honouraUe  prooft 
of  his  morning  and  evening  apj^icatioQ. 
Nor  is  the  minute  diligence  with  which  he 
examined  the  verfions  of  thofe  men,  whom  he 
had    feleded    to    interpret    the  words  and 

■*  FontencUe,  Elogc  du  Czar  Pierre  L  p.  2»8. 
*•  Strahlenbcrg  bears  witnefs  to  his  (kill  in  turnery,  gim- 
ncrj',  and  naval  architcdlurc,  p.  23 ;•  • 
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thoughts  of  foreign  writers  itito  his  vernacu* 
lar  tongue,  lefs  deferving  of  our  applaufe.  But 
the  languid  fouls  of  his  literary  workmen,  un- 
'  lefs  he  had  himfelf  been  indefatigable  in  the 
infpedion  of  their  undertakings,  would  have 
prefented  an  infurmountable  bar  to  the  efforts 
and  improvements  of  his  people.  .This  pro- 
teSor  of  the  commonwealth  of  learning  had 
employed  a  monk  of  fome  abilities  in  the 
tranilation  of  Pufiendorf's  Introdudion  to 
the  Hiftpry  of  European  States ;  who,  unmind- 
ful of  the  facred  importance  of  truth,  and 
prompted  only  by  the  mean  paffions  of  fear 
or  intereft,  had  defignedly  omitted  a  paffage 
where  the  Swedifli  hiftorian  lafhed  the  cha- 
radler  of  the  Ru£Sans  with  all  the  vigour 
of  independence.  He  prefented  his  imper- 
fcd  work  to  the  prince,  whofe  fcrutinizing 
ey^  *'  foon  difcovered  his  filence  on  the  of- 
fenfive  paflfage,  and  his  general  attempt  to 
involve  the  fenfe  of  the  author,  whenever  in- 
glorious  to  his  nation,  in  the  fmoke  of  obfcuri- 
ty.  After  th;  monarch  had  feverely  reprehended 
his  wilful  mifconduiSk,  and  commanded  him 
to  render  his  verfion  more  faithful,  he  was 
clifmiflTed  from  his  prefence  with  this  wife 
aod  emphatic  injundion :  ^*  Remember,  it  is 

•*  A  part  of  his  leifure  was  always  deroted  to  the  perufal 
and  ftudy  of  philofophers  and  lyftorians.  See  Theophanes 
apod  QnUetti  p.  3  J4. 

X  X  2  not 
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not  flattery,  but  inftrudioit  which  I  wifli  my 
fubjeds  to  find  in  the  peniial  of  this  woric : 
for  it  is  only  by  acquainting  themfelrres  with 
the  real  fehtimentft  of  fordgners  that  they 
can  hope  to  correft  their  errors,  and  to  ap* 
preciate  my  endeavours  to  fix  the  nadonal 
charader  in  the  efteem  and  refped  of  Bjor^ 
rope.** 

In  the  courfe  of  Peter's  life,  we  have  had 
frequent  occafions   to  admire  the   greatnefs 
and  goodnefs  of  his  actions  when  his  pai^ 
fions  ^ere  under  the  dominion  of  reafon  :  and^ 
did  the  fober  majcfty  of  hiftory  admit  into 
her  prefence  fuch  unfettled  attendants  as  (pe- 
culations, under  their   itifiuence,  we  might 
itnagihe  that  the  Emperor  would  have  arrived 
at  the  higheft  pitch  of  private  and  public  vir- 
tue ;  would  have  blended  in  his  charader  the 
^ifdom  of  the  fage  with  the  activity  *  of  the 
pririte,  ^fhi§^  early  days,  when  the  paffions 
float  loofeand  carelefson  the  furface  of  Iife» 
and  therefore  Inoft  e^tfy  'to  receive  any  im- 
jpreffion  proper  or  improffer,  had  been  watch- 
fcfd  by  the  eye  of  education.     The  confeffion 
of  (he  renowned  Socrates  {irefents  a  /iriHng 
example  liow  much  art  can  overcome  natlkre ; 
how  ^  much  the  moft  difofderly  and  vicious 
propenfitie?  may  be  changed  into  a  pure  be* 
.ncvolence  by  inftrudion  :  and  Peter,  when 
he  confulted  not  the  pafllona  of  the  mo^ 
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ment,  (hews  us  that  he  cauld  almoft  realize 
his  claims  to  our  ideal  excellence.  We  fliall 
clofe  thefe  details  of  his  private  life  with  the 
relation  of  an  adventure,  rendered  interelling 
from  the  plan  of  operation  and  the  cele- 
brated names  of  its  aftors ;  the  plot  and  ca* 
taftrophe  of  which  were  invented  by  the  . 
Czar,  and  caft  the  higheft  luflre  en  his  feel- 
ings, and  fagacity. 

An  envoy  of  Poland,  on  his  return  to  Dre£. 
deo,  had  flopped  f^  an  inn  in   Courland, 
where  he  witnefled  a  quarrel  between  fome 
common  people  inflamed  with  liquon     One 
of  them,  more  injured,  or  more  perlu^s  the 
obje£t  of  particular  abufe,  declared  that,  if 
circumftances  permitted,  he  could  claim  fuch 
prote^ion  from  perfons  fufficiently  powerful^ 
as  would  teach  them  to  repent  the  infolence 
of  their  prefent  laiiguage.     Thefe  boaftful 
words  attr^£ted  the  notice  of  the  envoy,  who, 
on  a  more  clofe  furvey  of  the  angry  fpeaker, 
fancied  he  recognized,  through  his  beggarly 
garments  and  ruftic  demeanour,  fome  refemr 
bUoce  to  the  wife  of  the  Czan     Defirous  to 
know  the  condition  of  a  pe^fon,  whofe  ex- 
ternal appearance  fo  ill  correfponded  with  his 
threats,  }ie  learned  that  he  was  a  Polifh  or  Li- 
thuanian p^^iant,  who  ferved  in  the  ftables  of 
5aaioi;u 
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The  fingularity  of  their  meeting,  aad  his 
fimilitude  to  Catharine,  induced  the  envoy 
to  make  him  the  fubjedi  of  a  letter  to  one  of 
his  friends  at  St.  Peterfburg.  This  letter,  by 
deiign  or  accident,  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  Czar,  whofe  curiofity  was  fo  much  a- 
roufed  by  the  account,  that  he  ordered  prince 
Repnin,  governor  of  Riga,  to  make  diligent 
fearch  after  Charles  Skavronfki,  for  fuch  was 
the  name  of  this  myfterious  ftrangcr,  and  to 
entice  him  into  his  government,  Theun- 
fufpicious  Skavronfki  was  foon  entangled  ia 
the  net  prepared  for  him,  came  into  Livonia, 
and,  as  a  fufpicious  (Iranger,  w^  arrefted  and 
conveyed  to  St.  Peterlburg. 

Committed  to  the  care  of  the  general  of 
the  police,  he  underwent  repeated  examina- 
tions, but  dill  beheld  no  profpe^  of  his 
deliverance.  The  perfons  appointed  to  g^n 
his  confidence  were,  however,  fufficienily 
verfed  in  the  arts  of  perfuafion,  to  pbtain 
from  the  fears  and  fipiplicity  of  the  prifoner 
what  little  he  knew  concerning  his  binlu 
According  to  his  relation,  he  had  preferved 
fome  confufed  remembrance  of  a  filler ;  he 
knew  that  fhe  had  been  made  prifoner  at 
Marienbourg,  and  believed  her  engaged  in 
the  fervice  of  fome  noble  Ruffian  family.  He 
had  even  formerly  heard  it  reported,  that  (he 
had  become  the  qiiftrels  of  Cheremetef,  or 
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MentchikofF;  in  fad,  he  believed  himfelf  re- 
lated to  the  concubine  of  a  great  lord ;  and 
his  menaces  to  his  companions  might  have 
proceeded  from  the  fenfe  of  her  elevation. 

His  new  friends  pretended  to  lament  the 
injuflice  of  his  confinement;^  and  made  him 
fenftble  that  his  hopes  of  deliverance  were 
very  precarious,  unlefs  he  could  addrefs  the 
Emperor  in  perfon:  while  they  comforted 
him  by  the  aflTurance  that  his  cafe  fhould  be 
reprefented  in  a  memorial  to  the  prince. 
During  the  time  that  his  mind  was  diverted 
by  their  profeflions  of  real  friendfliip,  the 
anxious  Czar  was  apprized  of  all  his  anfwers, 
and  had  difpatched  a  confidential  meflfenger 
into  Courland  to  gather  every  information 
relative  to  the  events  of  his  paft  life.  When 
he  was  poffefTed  of  the  neceffary  information 
for  elucidating  the  bufinefs,  he  ordered  the 
fuppofed  criminal  to  be  introduced  to  him 
after  dinner,  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  ofii* 
cers  of  the  palace  name  Stcheplef.  The  in- 
terrogations were  made  by  the  monarch  him- 
felf, and  the  defired  interview  was  termi- 
nated by  the  royal  promife  of  atteqtion  to  his 
afiair. 

Jn  the  evening,  Peter  related  to  his  Em* 

prqfs  how  much  he  had  been  entertained  at 

the  houfe  of  Stcheplef,  and  exprefled  a  wi(b 

that  ihe  (hould  furprife  him  with  her  com- 
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pany  the  next  day.  Hia  invitation  was  dP 
coarfe  accepted  :  and  Stcheplef  afie&ed  afto- 
nifliment  at  the  extraordinary  condefcenfioa 
of  his  fovereign. 

They  dined;  without  dropping  the  leaft 
word  whicli  might  give  the  Czarina  fufpU 
cion  of  any  other  objeiS  being  deftined  to 
excite  her  curiofity,  wonder,  and  (hanie. 
XVhcn  the  dinner  was  removed,  the  Emprefs 
feated  herfelf  at  the  window.  Peter  ap* 
proached  her  with  the  young  man,  to  whom 
he  repeated  the  fame  ^ueftions  which  he  made 
the  preceding  evening.  At  each  aufwer,  the 
intet'efted  C^r  recommended  the  princefs  to 
attend.  After  his  explicit  account  had  fully 
convinced  him  of  his  fraternal  alliance  to  Ga* 
tharine,  he  turned  round  to  the  agitated  Emr 
prefs,  and  alked,  "  Whether  ihe  was  at  a  lofs 
to  percfeive  the  tendency  of  this  confer 
rencc  ?"  "J?«/,  but^' — replied  the  difconcertetl 
wife  of  the  Emperor,  in  a  flattering  tone  of 
voice,  while  her  colour  forfook  iier  cheeka. 
^^  But," — interrupted  the  impaflioned  Czar, 
^^  if  yon  affect  a  dullnefs  of  comprehenfion^  it 
is  iufficiently  evident  to  me,  that  this  young 
man  is. entitled  to  claim  from  you  all  the 
love  of  a  fitter.  Come,"  faid  the  manly 
prince  to  the  aftonilhcd  Skavroniki,  *•  firft 
kifs  the  hand  of  that  lady,  4n  the  quality  of 
Emprefs,   and  then  embrace   her  with  ^all 
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the  affedion  of  a  brother/'  Catharine  fainted 
on  this  declaration  fo  mortifying  to  her  va- 
nity. The  Czar  betrayed  all  the  anxiety  of 
the  fondeft  hulband  for  her  recovery ;  and 
afterwards,  he  thqs  confoled  her  wounded 
pride ;  "  What  evil  is  there  to  be  defcried  in 
this  dlfcovery  ?  It  is  very  apparent  that  this 
man  is  my,brother-in-law  ;  and  if  he  poflefles 
^ny  merit,  we  (hall  make  fomething  of  hiin/' 
The  happy  brother  remained  fome  time 
|n  the  houfe  of  Stchcplef  j  his  tattered/gar- 
ments  were  exchanged  for  others  mon^ 
adapted  to  his  prefent  ftate;  and  men  of 
learning  were  fummoned  to  improve  the  de** 
ficiency  of  his  education,  that  his  mind  might 
expand  with  his  good  fortune.  Under  the 
reign  of  his  filler,  his  profperity  was  conli- 
derable,  his  perfon  inveft^d  with  the  ribbon 
of  St.  Andrew,  his  name  ennobled  with  the 
title  of  Count,  and  his  charader  highly  re-r 
fpedable  in  the  eyes  of  the  virtuous.  Hig 
life  vas  paiTed  in  a  happy  retirement ;  and 
his  intereft  with  Catharine  never  es^erted  but 
in  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate  *\ 

The 

^  Since  the  acute  and  impartial  criticifin  of  Mn  Coxe, 
vol.  11.  note,  p-  278.  feems  inclined  to  queftion  the  exiftence 
pf  this  Skavronfki,  this  intcrefting  ftbry  would  have  ftood 
on  a  very  tottering  bafis  of  credit,  if  it  could  oirly  be  fean4 
in  Voltaire's  Hiftoire  de  RuiTie:  but  Monf.  Levefque  informs 
\is  of  his  own  poflefEon  yf  a  nianufcript  copy  of  this  (Ingular 

anecdote. 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

The  conclufion  of  the  Emperor's  private 
life  appears  the  mod  fuitable  place  to  draw 
his  chara<5ter,  whofe  eftablilhmeat  of  a  new 
feat  of  empire)  introdudtioa  of  the  mod  im- 
portant and  beneficial  changes  in  the  civil 
and  religious  conflitution  of  Ruilia,  and  war- 
like achievements,  have  dcfervedly  affixed 
to  his  name  the  appellation  of  the  Great. 
By  endeavouring  to  feparate  the  clouds  of  in- 
cenfe  and  obloquy,  in  which  he  has  been 
equally  involved  by  the  extravagant  fondneis 
pf  his  admirers  and  the  implacable  malice 
of  his  enemies,  we  may  afpire,  with  modefty, 
to  the  arduous  talk  of  painting  the  virtues 
and  vices  of  this  extraordinary  man,  in  fuch 
jcojours  of  moderation  and  candour  as  may 
ftand  the  fevereft  fcrutiny  of  hiftorical  truth« 

The  choiceft  gifts  of  nature  were  beftowed 
with  a  mod  liberal  hand  oa  the  perfon  and 
mind  of  the  illuflrious  fouqder  of  St,  Pete^i^ 


anecdote^  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  infert  in  his  Hif- 
tory^and  which  I  have  foNowed :  and  his  evidence  is  always 
marked  with'  fu^h  acutenefs  and  fidelity  as  to  fatisfj  the 
pioft  guarded  Aifpicion.  See  Hiftoire  de  Rufllcy  tom.  t. 
p.  19'^ — 19S. — Chantreau,  who  relates  this  anecdotCt  with 
feme  flight  variations*  prefaces  his  ftory  by  informing  his 
readers,  that  this  fraternal  difcovery  of  Peter  Is  a  confirixied 
thing,  une  chofe  averie^  at  St.  Peter(burg  \  and  concludes,  by 
faying  that  Skavronfki  has  been  "  la  fouche  d*unc  maifon 
qui  figure  a^uellernent  parmi  les  plus  diftineuces  de  la  Ro£^ 
<ic}**  tom.  ii.  p.  65—70. 
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hutg.  His  figure  was  tall,  graceful,  and 
commanding;  his  deportment  eafyanddig- 
nified  ;  his  eye  gracious  and  penetrating ; 
and  on  his  countenance  was  marked,  in  ftrong 
chara£ters,  that  unfhaken  fortitude  and  acute 
comprchenfion,  which  imprefled  even  his 
friends  with  awe,  his  enemies  with  terron 
Both  his  purpofes  and  difpofition  invited  himi 
to  defcend  from  the  unfocial  greatnefs  of  the 
throne,  and  to  participate  in  all  the  pleafures 
and  comforts  of  familiar  iniercourfe.  But 
many  years  elapfed  before  the  royal  example 
was  followed  by  a  court,  fo  deeply  enamoured 
with  the  vain  forms  of  eaftern  pride  and  fplen* 
dour;,  while  his  aflbciation  with  the  higheft 
and  lowed  ranks,  his  judicious  franknefs  and 
laffability,  fecured  him  the  affedipns  of  the 
people,  without  feeming  to  court  their  favour* 
The  licentious  voice  of  fadtion  has  dared  to 
difpute  the  fmcerity  of  his  friendfhip ;  but 
the  celebrated  names  of  Lc  Fort  and  Ment^ 
chikoff  need  only  be  pronounced,  to  filence 
her  boldeft  calumnies.  The  flow  progrefs  of 
Peter  in  the  paths  of  education  could  never 
check  that  fententious  wit,  that  quick  difcem- 
ment,  chat  manly  elocution,  which  he  inherited 
from  nature,  and  which  he  knew  how  to  ex- 
prt,  whenever  the  occafion  called,  with  the 
J»appieft  efFe(3:. 

In 
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In  the  difpatch  of  bufinefe,  the  moft  com^ 
plicated  that  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  a 
great  monarch,  the  adivity  of  his  mind  and 
body  was  equally  wonderful.  In  the  fame  day^ 
this  reformer  of  his  country  was  employed  im 
the  labours  of  trade,in  the  purfuita  of  literature, 
in  the  formation  of  laws,  in  the  decifions  of 
juftice,  and  in  the  plan  and  execution  of  vic«* 
torious  engagements  by  land  and  by  fea.  la 
fummer  or  winter,  peace  or  war,  his  exer- 
tions were  equally  unexampled  and  unio^ 
paired ;  and  fuch  was  tbe  celerity  of  his  joui^ 
{leys,  that  his  fubjeds,  not  more  than  his  foes, 
have  beheld  with  aftonifliment  the  prefence 
of  the  Czar,  when  they  fuppofed  him  at  the 
imofl  diftant  part  of  the  empire  *'• 

It  might  be  with  juftice  Imagined,  thai 
fuch  minute  and  prepofterous  diligence  wovld 

.  ^'  ]^  a  public  difocnirre  oompofed  tnd  pvononnccd  hf 
^Tiieopl^nes,  we  »re  pleafed  to  behold  the  gratitude  and  p9<> 
triotifm  of  the  learned  archbifhop  thus  celebratei  with  hoocft 
teal»  the  firm,  daring*  and  indefatigable  ijpirit  of  his  £fli* 
feror.  **  fiquidean  fci3nus»  iofradtun  aaoniaii  tnuin  vm 
CODCDtl  terroribiis»  son  de^cere  in  adveriis^  non  trepid^i^ 
;td  belli  tonltrua;  videmos  enim  te  ob  npftra  coinmoda 
cmiubos  tuts  cpmmodis  ferfetw  renuatiaflei  frigos  et  isftan 
pet&TTt9  looga  et  di^iciiiit  itinera  fttfcqpert,  per  smdits 
acies  ^cfque  Tolitaret;  et  quidnoji  agere»  qnoa  Iabores«  qifB 
defugere  pericnla  V*  Vide  Panegjricus  de  Vidoria  a  Petro  I* 
Imp.  in  Sttec«  £zercit«  reportats^  A-  D.  1709;  Jon.;pni 
KipT.  1709. 
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defeat  tbe  ends  propofed,  by  introducing  con- 
fufion  antl  errof  where  regularity  and  method 
alone  fiiould  prefide  ;  but  Peter  poiTeffed  tht 
rare  art  of  directing  bis  attention  to  fmaU  as 
well  as  great  objeds,  with  a  degree  of  preci- 
cifion  and  difpatch.  of  which  his  ignorant 
people  had  little  or  no  conception ;  and  his 
plans  were  no  lefs  formed  to  afie£t  RuiCa  in 
her  prefent  than  future  date.  Evea  thofe 
who  were  the  moft  obnoxious  to  his  meafures 
had  the  generoiity  to  allow,  that  he  had  a 
head  to  conceive  and  a  hand  to  execute  de- 
fignSt  apparently  mod  impradicaUe,  without 
beiqg  intimidated  by  the  hatred  of  a  power- 
ful fadion,  or. by  the  clamours  of  a  fuperdi^ 
tious  multitude  **.  .    ,    . 

By  the  .confeflion  of  his  enemies,  (and 
their  praife.  fupeffedes  all  other  panegyric,-^ 
he  difplayed  th^  luxcommon  talent  oi  blending 

•♦  JBifliop  BumetJ  who  had  frcqiJent  opportunities  of  con- 
merfing  with  Ftttr,  "when  in  EnglkndV  Abfer^es,  '*  that  he 
ft«ni0d  ddfrgnfid  by.  nature  .rath«c  to  bdatfliif-oaiTpeilter  chaA 
a  great  prince."  See  his  HUboiy  of  his  own  tiniQ,  Land.  4755, 
p.  307.  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the  admirers  of  .the  prelate 
of  damm  will  not  quote  this  pafiage  as  a  proof  of  his  poli- 
tWl  ififcetAinsnt*  Ewn  tbe  royal  Frederic^  who  is  ib  ;(low 
to  perceive  his  merits,  fcr  quick  to  expofe  hi^  faults^  places 
him  much  nearer  the  ftandard  of  greatnefs  than  the  bi(hop : 
*^  Pterf e  I.  monnit  dans  ces  circonfiances,  latflant  dans  it 
mMde  pltitot  larepMtation  d'un  homme  extraordinaire*  que 
d'un  grand  homme>  et  c«UTrant  les  cruaut^s  d'un  tifan  des 
YCrtties  d'un  legiflateur.''  Hid.  de  la  Maifon  de  Branden^ 
bo^sk'g. 

II  promp- 
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promptitude  and  courage  of  adion,  with 
the  keeneft  penetration  in  the  deciiions  of 
the  council.  The  threatening  warinefs  of 
Fabius,  and  the  impetuous  bravery  of  Sci- 
piO|  were  qualities  he  could  aflume  with 
equal  dexterity  and  fuccefs  for  the  fafety  or 
glory  of  his  empire. 

To  his  genius  therefore,  and  not  to  his  for- 
tune, we  muft  afcribe  thofe  ftriking  and  per- 
manent advantages  which  he  gained  over  the 
foreign  and  domeftic  foes  of  his  country. 

A  love  of  fame  inftigated  him  to  all  his 
great  exploits.  And  his  behaviour,  after  the 
decifive  battle  of  Pultowa,  and  critical  Situa- 
tion on  the  total  defeat  of  his  army  at  Narva, 
enabled  him  to  convince  the  world,  by 
two  moll  remarkable  examples,  that  he  me- 
rited the  rare  praife  of  fuftaining  proljperity 
with  moderation,  adverfity  with  firmnefs. 
Time,  that  deftroyer  of  the  proud  trophies 
of  conquerors,  may  crumble  his  vi£tories  into 
the  dttft ;  but  the  Father  and  Reformer  of  Ruf- 
fia  will  fafely  deride  his  extremeft  malevo- 
lence. Thofe  immortal  titles  which  fo  exak 
him  above  the  level  of  the  common  kings  of 
the  earth,  he  muft  ever  retain,  as  long  as  the 
ions  of  Ruflia  ihall  be  profperous  by  their 
induftry,  powerful  by.  their  army  and  navy, 
poliflied  by  the  love  of  learning,  liberalized 
by  the  pradice  of  focial  virtues,  united  at 

hom^ 
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home,  and  formidable  abroad  by  the  rapidity 
and  extent  of  their  conquefts.  And,  were  wo 
to  fuppofe  that  he  could  now  caft  a  look  oil 
his  1>eloved  St.  Peterfburg,  in  her  prefent  co-* 
loffal  greatnefs,  in  the  full  meridian  of  her 
civilisation,  in  her  acceffion  of  arts  and 
fciences  and  commercial  weakh,  he  mighty 
iwrhilft  gazing  with  rapture,  exultingly  ex- 
claim ;  **  As  long  as  thefe  bright  and  happy 
fcenes  of  public  honour  and  profperity  ihall 
crown  this  capital,  fo  long  will  my  memory 
be  engraven  in  the  hearts  of  a  grateful  pof« 
t<?rity !" 

Yet  the  folemn  voice  of  truth  conftrains 
iis  to  declare  that,  in  an  attentive  cxamina- 
fion  of  the  charafter  of  Peter,  there  were  fe- 
deral qualities  wanting  to  throw  a  luftre  and 
beauty  on  the  whole  appearance.  The  prying 
eye  of  malice  will  difcover  that  his  intempe- 
rance, a  vice  moft  unbecoming  the  dignity  of 
a  monarch,  often  proved  fatal  to  thofe  who 
approached  his  perfon,  or  were  fubjedl  to  his 
jpower ;  and  he  was  once  on  the  brink  of  pro-> 
claiming  to  hiis  people,  when  his  reafon  was 
jointly  inflamed  by  the  draughts  of  intoxica- 
lion  and  the  natural  violence  of  his  paffions, 
that  he  could  pradife  the  fame  rafh  barbarity 
upon  his  fearlefs  friend  and  monitor  Le  Fort, 
as  that  which  has  blafted  the  reputation  of 
Alexander,  and  immortalized  the  virtue  of 

Clytust 
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Clytus.  With  equal  truth,  it  may  be  aUb 
obferved,  his  fordid  parfimony  funk  him  into 
the  difgraceful  charader  of  a  mifen  Hu* 
fiianity  muft  alfo  deplore  that,  in  the  eoolneis 
of  his  temper,  he  could  exercife  his  revengew 
Unhappily,  too  much  regulated  in  his  admiai- 
ftration  by  the  cruel  maxims  and  bloody  ex* 
amples  of  the  fourth  Ivan,  his  reign  is  fullied 
by  the  execution  of  many  innocent  victims  ; 
while,  to  eradicate  treafon,  he  often  employed 
the  axe  where  his  bed  inftrument  would  have 
been  forgivenefs. 

After  the  untimely  death  of  the  heroic 
*'  Le  Fort,  who  alone^  undertook  the  dan- 
gerous office  of  curbing  the  fury  of  his  pat 
{ions,  the  fallies  of  his  rage  became  fo  inftan- 
taneous  and  terrible,  that  his  courtiers  and  fa- 
vourites  might  be  juftified  perhaps  iafoUow* 
ingth«  fceptical  conduct  of  the  Perfian  noble- 
man, Ruftan  Kan,  who  never  departed  from 
the  prefence  of  his  dread  fovereign,  without 
afliiripg  himfelf  in  his  glafs,  when  he  returned 
to  his  home,  that  his  head  was  dill  left  on 
his  flhoulders  **  j  yet,  when  the  calmer  mo- 
ments 

**  "  Le  Fort  6coit  le  fcul  4e  fes  favoris  qui  avoit  alors  le 
pouvoxr  ou  h  courage  de  Parr&ter  et  de  lut  reprochcr  avcc 
ibrcc  fes  violences"    Lacombp,  p.  j6j,  3^5. 

**  **  Toutes  le«  fois,"  faid  this  youog  courtier  to  that  in* 
ftrudivc  traveller  Sir  John  de  Chardin,  *'  que  jc  fors  de 
devanc  le  roi,  je  tate  H  j'al  encore  la  tdte  for  les  ^paules* 
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meats  of  refledion  fucceeded,  the  repentant 
monarch  would  then  break  out  into  this  fin- 
cere  acknowledgment  of  his  imperfedions^ 
**  Alas,  I  have  reformed  an  empire,  yet  the 
more  arduous  talk  of  my  own  reformation 
dill  remains  incomplete  *' !" 

The  efFeds  of  thefe  ebullitions  of  his  tem- 
per, however  formidable  they  were,  ftill  only 
reached  a  fmall  number  of  his  fubjeds,  who 
found  perhaps  fome  compenfation  for  all  their 
.  dangers  in  high  and  lucrative  employments  ; 
while  the  millions  of  an  immenfe  empire  flill 
lived  in  happy  obfcurity,  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  multifarious  labours ;  and  ages  yet  un- 
born {hall  applaud  the  deliverer  of  RufTia, 
whofe  untutored  wifdom  could  burft  the 
chains  of  ignorance,  and  breathe  into  his 
fubjeds  that  happy  fpirit  of  union  and  im- 
provement which  gradually  led  them  to 
the  love  and  cultivation  of  every  civilized 
virtue ! 


€t  Yj  regards  indme  dans  le  miroir,  dcfquc  je  fuls  rcvcnu 
aa  Jogis.*'  Sec  Chardin,  Voyages  en  Perfe,  ct  autres  Lieuz 
deTOrient.  Axnft.  171 1 ;  tomjii.  chap.  ii.  I)«  la  nature  du 
Goavernementy  p.  2 1 1 . 

•»  *«  Hcias,  j'aurai  pii  reformer  xna  nation,  ct  je  ne 
poarrai  me  reformer  moi-m6me  !"  Lacombe,  p.  363.  See 
alfo  Lcttres  du  P.  R.  de  Pruflc,  et  de  M.  Dc  Voltaire, 
torn*  Izxziv.  p.  234, 255. 
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j4BDRL  Aiif^  nomiiuted  by  Iran  II L  to  the  goremment  of  Ka* 

^^       zan,  137. 

jStmander^  featcd  by  his  father  on  the  throne  of  Novgorodf  97 ;  diftri* 
butes  appanages  to  the  princes  of  his  bloodt  iM.  |  obtains  a  decifive 
Tidory  over  the  German  merchants  fettled  on  the  mouth  of  the 
Dwina,  jo6;  by  hts  arrogance  finks  into  difguft,  and  retires  to 
Vladimir,  *M. ;  his  return  folicited  by  the  NoTgorodians»  107 }  and 
alio  by  the  knights  of  Livonia,  loi. 

Matemdrvoa  SlvltSia^  a  large  manfion  ereAed  by  Ivan  IV.  twenty-four 
miles  from  the  capital,  232. 

AlesWf  the  father  of  the  great  Peter,  was  excommunicated  by  the  pa* 
triarch  Nicon,  448,  note ;  his  defpotic  behaviour  towards  amba&» 
dors,  467  s  his  improvements  in  the  army,  476* 

JBexa^  fon  of  Peter  the  Great,  his  degenerate  charader,  560;  Peter 
repents  of  the  ralh  fentence  of  his  death,  650. 

JR^  wife  of  Mahmin»  works  him  up  to  refentment,  139;  poifont 
herfelf,  148. 

Andrevf^  uncle  to  Ivan  IV.  flies  to  Novgorod,  166;   claims  to  be 
'  placed  at  the  head  of  the  councils  and  armies,  166  \  deferts  to 
Ovtchina,  167. 

■  iVa^vly  a  fecond  falfe  Demetrius,  406 ;  is  fandioned  by  Sigii^ 

mond  king  of  Poland,  407  ;  Choui(ki  advances  to  meet  him,  and  the 
imperial  troops  are  overthrown,  'ML\  puHiieshis  deilrudive  courfb 
towards  Mofcow,  408  $  acknowledged  by  Marina  and  her  father  to 
be  the  long-loft  Demetrius,  410 ;  configned  to  the  dagger  by 
OrouiToff  a  Tatar  prince,  41 1 ;  the  throne  claimed  for  his  ii^nt  fon 
by  his  mother  Marina,  he  was  ftrangled,  and  the  mother  died  in 
prifon,  412. 

Jl^rduai  taken  by  Ivan  IV.  813  )  fappofed  to  have  been  the  general 
ftaple  of  Perfia,  India,  and  Arabia,  Uni. 

'  ,  attempts  of  the  Ruflinns  to  colonize  the  defert  of,  213,  note.^ 
jiugifimt^  a  monk  of  that  order,  founded  a  religious  hou&  in  Li« 
▼onia,  ie4. 

JBitfwumof  killed  by  the  confpirators  a^nft  the  Czar,  397. 

Jiaiau,  or  Baaty^  his  charadler,  79;  luccefs  of  his  great  ezpeditiOBi  to; 

600,000  Tatars  under  his  ftandard,  ibid. ;  his  death,  i  zo. 
£auer^  general,  very  interefting  relation  of  his  origin  made  knowuy  OQ 
his  iending  for  his  brother,  a  miller,   to  dine  with  him,  545*  note. 
beards,  the  great  oppofition  of  the  Rullians  to  the  relinquiming  thcnij 

616 ;  the  greateft  beard  efteemed  the  braveft  man.  617* 
JBidi  not  known  in  RufCa  until  the  time  of  Peur  the  Greats  420. 

Yy.a  BM 
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JBtBof  s88»ooo  pounds  weight  in  the  town  pf  Kremlin*  caft  by  Borb, 
315  ;  of  433,000  |)ounds  caft  by  the  Emprefs  Ann,  ihid. 

jBiarmUuu,  their  terntories^  |i • 

Shukt  the  treajchery  pf,  by  which  Viadimir  t;^es  the  t^wn  of  Kief,  sy  1 
for  three  4i^ys  receives  marks  of  honour  from  Vladimir,  who  then 
punifhes  his  perfidj  with  death,  zg* 

Stats f  or  moHoxy la  oi  the  Ruffian s»  33 1  note* 

JJcjgJam  A^^i/ account  of,  393  ;  enterprizes  the  fubTerfion  of  the  go- 
vemxnent  of  Fedor,  294  s  tranfportedtoNigni  Novgorod,  295. 

Bpgdan,  the  father  of  the  falfe  Demetrius,  33 1. 

Bor^ova  town  and  fortrefs  eredied,  325 

Borif^  F9dorowl%  Gouitnov^^  account  of,  995  ;  his  tmmenle  riches,  298 1 
iselededtofucceedPedor,  ^10;  an  example  of  the  feverity  of  his 
juftice,  310;  refufes  the  rank,  and  demands  a  i)ew  eledion,  which 
again  devolves  on  him,  311;  yields  bimfelf  tp  accept  the  throne« 
3121  marches  againft  the  Krimean  khaOf  who  fubmits  on  his  approach t 
iHni.  \  pompous  difplay  of  his  forces  to  the  Tatars,  313  ;  he  returns 
toMofcow  as  a  conqueror,  314;  at  his  inauguratioQ  declares  that 
none  of  his  fubje^s  (hould  want,  and  njakes  a  vow  of  aboiifbing  all 
capital  punifhmentSy  Hid, ;  his  fuper(lition,  to  which  his  only  foQ 
fell  afacrifice,  315 1  his  letter  of  thanks  to  queen  Elizabeth  for  her 
o£Fer  of  fending  over  a  young  lady  to  match  with  fome  pf  his  fa- 
mily, 316,  note  ;  procures  mathematicians,  officers,  phyficians,  an4 

'  apothecaries,  from  Germany  and  England,  317;  fends  Axteea 
youths  of  noble  origin  to  different  countries  for  improvement,  an4 
advantages  derived  therefrom,  318;  his  magnificence  at  receiving 
the  brother  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  319;  the  death  of  the  Danilh 
prince,  i^.  1  dreadful  effedls  offamine,  320;  bands  of  robbers  de- 
feat the  army  fent  againft  them,  322  ;  are  afterwards  defeated,  325 ; 
'  he  introduces  German  officers  into  his  army,  325 ;  his  private  ma- 
lice and  public  oppreffion,  ibid.  \  his  hatred  to  the  h'ouie  of  Ro** 
xnanof,  327  \  his  alarm  refpedling  the  falfe  Demetrius,  352  \  offers 
large  fums  of  money  for  his  apprehenfion  ^live  or  dead,  353  \  re^ 
fufes  the  offer  of  affinance  from  the  king  of  Sweden,  355  ;  prohibits 
all  communication  with  Poland,  'dnd, ;  lays  the  life  and  adventures 
of  Demetrius  the  falfe  before  the  king  Poland,  356;  he  heads  his 
army,  and  obtains  a  decifive  vidory  over  Demetrius,  36Q ;  attacks 
Ryllk,  but  obliged  to  abandon  the  Acg^^  3^2 ;  beiieges  Kromy,  iq 
-which  he  was  defeated,  363 ;  his  death*  366 ;  is  ft^cceeded  by  his 
fbn  Fedor,  ibid. 

Bottle^  the  fuccefs  of  the,  in  ex  trailing  fecrets,  (3^1  notet 

Bourgai,  or  Biraki^  brother  of  Batou,  impofes  a  general  tiribute  oa 
j^uffia^  iiOf 

Cahtf  Sihqfiiottp  his  voyage  for  difcoveries,  27 1« 

Carii/Uf  earlr  his  embafly  to  Ruilia,  471  $  dtfpute  with  the  priftaf  oo 
'  entering  Mofcow,  thid.^  note  ;  his  reception,  47  s;  his  palace  apri- 

fon,  ibid, ;  his  public  audience,  ibid* 
CaUfarin$,  Emprei's  of  Ruffia,  ber  adventurous  firmnefs,  $48  ; jperfiudes 
peter  to  fue  for  peace  to  the  Turks,  549 ;  compared  with  Theodora, 
^hc  eoU^ague  of  Juftinian,  56^;  anecdote  of  her  and  Lord  Whitworth, 
}$7f»ote|  hpr  coronation,  56!^  l^cr  mean  cxtradion,  ^70;  hcrat- 

tachmesi 
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.    tacbment  to  her  chamberlain  Moens»  171 ;  is  dVcortrti  by  l^eter,iiu/.| 
her  fortitude  on  feeing  the  head  of  Mccns  on  the  gallows,  576  ;  her 

frief  on  the  death  of  i^eter,  578  ;  the  report  of  her  having  poifoned 
eter  fuppofed  to  be  unfounded,  579;  her  various  emplojments,  6^6; 

goodcondudt  on  the  lofsof  her  fon»  651  ;  difcovery  other  brother^ 

to  whom  flie  is  introduced  by  the  Czar,  677. 
Chaneellour^  Richard^  his  voyage  for  difcoveries«  27a  }  winters  at  Arch* 

angel,  and  vifits  Mofcow^  md.'%  his  audience  with  Ivan  IVf  273  ; 

the  dinner  defcribed,  275. 
Charlii  IX.  of  Qweden  offers  to  afSft  the  Czaf  Boris  againft  the  faUe 

DemetriuSf  which  is  refufed»  355. 
■ii  ■  Xlt,  defeats  the  Ruffians  at  Narva,  53;  ^  is  totally  defeated  at 

'    Pultowas  537 ;  is  wounded  in  the  leg*  538 ;  and  is  (hot  at  the  fiege 

of  Fredericflialiy  $6i. 
ChmOf  commerce  of»  with  ftufliai  602. 
Chouyku  ordered  tb  Vladimir^  foon  returns*  and  alTumes  the  pomp  of 

his  lawful  ibvereign,  170 ;  condemned  to  the  blpck,  176. 
— ^-  called  to  the  throne  of  Ituflia*  404;  facrifices  Elias  VaiElieff  a 

pretender  to  the  crown,  4^5 »  his  troops  overthrown  by  Andrew 

Nagui,  a  fecond  falfe  Demetrius,  407 ;  thruft  into  a  monaftery^ 

where  he  languifhed  out  his  days,  410. 
Chri/iiamiyi  the  introduction  of|  into  Ru^*$2  ;  Oikold  baptized*  35  $ 

Olga  baptized  by  the  name  of  the  Emprefs  Helena*  37 ;  on  the 

death  ot  Olga,  Uhriilianity  declines*  38 ;  final  eftablifhment  ^$  in 

Ruflia,  39 ;  the  commencement  of  Rufllan  civilization!  49* 
Corfairip  or  Varaguuu,  7. 

CourUj  the  arts  of>  defcribed  by  Dr.  Young*  165,  note. 
Covfper,  his  poem  of  theTafk  exhibits  fome  paflages  of  the  doubtful  and 

inconfiilent  opinions  of  the  ancient  philofbphers  refpeding  a  future 

(late,  and  the  exigence  of  the  Supreme  Being,  45,  note. 
Crlm^  khan  of,  enters  Ruilla  with  6o,06d  men,  214  Tpuniihed  for  bis 

prefumption,  a  14. 
C%arf  origin  of  that  title,  158;  the  firft  application  of  that  titk  in 

Ruffia  to  VafSli,  158,  note. 
-Cmarinof  C%arovit%f  CMorevnOf  preferred  to  TzHritza*  Tzarerevitcliy 

and  Tzarevna,  179*  note. 

Dani/h  prince  vifits  Boris^  by  whom  he  is  magnificently  recMved^  3191 

his  death,  Md, 
Dehric  ^/i  appointed  to  reign  at  Aftrakan,  213. 
DtkoTi,  their  punifhment  in  Ruffia,  438. 
Dmuiriutt  his  noble  defence  of  Kief,  ioo« 
— — f  prmcCf  his  death,  144. 
— — ,  brother  of  Fedor,  account  of*  294;  becomes  the  obje&  of 

hatred  of  Boris,  297  ;  is  afTaflinated,  305*  \ 
'  C%arovk%t  the  feveral  accounts  of  his  death,  339. 

-*  the  falfe,  the  revolution  of,  331 »  the  fon  of  iiogdan*  bap* 


tized  by  the  name  of  James,  i&u/. ;  lient  to  Mofcow  for  educatioot 
'Md. ;  took  the  monaflic  habit  at  the  age  of  fourteen*  and  called  Gre<* 

fory*  or  Griika*  332 ;  employed  by  the  patriarch  Job  in  irani^- 
ing  books*  3331  bore  a  (bong  refemblance  of  the  Czarovitft  Deme- 
trius* Und.'f  announces  him^lf  the  long* loft  prince  Demetrius*  3341 
ibac  by  Boris  to  a  diftaat  monaftery^  335  ^  goes  aatO  Polaa4#  5}^  ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


4^  tVDtt. 

his  perfon  defcribedy  3371  acqaires  the  faronr  and  efteem  oFpniKe 
Vaffiit  Oftrojoikif  who  foon  abandons  him»  tlii. ;  ftrips  off  his  mo* 
naftic  attire,  338 ;  introduced  to  prince  Adam  Wiefho^itflct,  who 
places  him  amongft  his  domeilics  under  a  feigned  name,  f^sdL;  de« 
clares  himfelf  to  his  confeffbr  to  be  the  real  Demetrius,  344 ;  produces 
a  diamond  crofs,  which  he  fays  was  given  him  at  £s  baptiim  bj 
prince  Mftilavfki,  346 ;  purfues  tbe  elegancies  of  literatore«  347 ; 
makss  proposals  of  marriage  to  Marina,  daughter  of  George  Mni(bek» 
palatine  of  Sendomiri  which  was  accepted*  but  poftponed,  348 ;  de- 
clares his  fufferings  in  the  Diet  6f  Poland,  349 ;  his  fuppofed  con* 
trad  with  the  king  of  Poland,  35 1 ;  large  Aims  offered  by  Boris  for 
his  apprehenfion  alive  or  dead,  354;  the  Czar  lays  open  his  life  and 
adventures  before  the  king  of  Poland,  356  ;  the  meflengers  are  put 
to  death,  iSid. ;  is  fupported  by  prince  Oftrojofki,  357  ;  ezerdons  of 
the  Palatine  and  Poliih  nobles  m  his  favour,  3f;8;  the  Coffacksdf 
the  Don  tender  their  homage,  «5i^. ;  advances  with  4000  Poles,  and 
takes  Themigof  and  feven  other  cities,  359 ;  his  army  being  fwelkd 
by  adventurers,  he  appears  undei*  the  walls  of  Novgorod- Severiki* 
360 ;  Boris  takes  the  fields  and  after  a  fevere  engagement  gains  ade- 
diive  vi^lory,  XJ. ;  obliges  the  army  of  the  Czar  to  ratfe  the  fiege  of 
Kromy,  363  ;  is  excommunicated  by  the  patriarch,  ^64  ;  after  the 
death  of  Boris,^  feveral  cities  acknowledge  nim,  and  Bofmanof  him* 
(elf  revolted  to  him»  and  the  two  princes  GoHtzin  followed  the  ez« 
ample*  367  ;  appears  to  his  new  army,  368  ;  his  prayer  before  his 
army  before  the  commencement  of  a  battle,  369*  note  ;  aflumcs  the 
afpe^  of  mercy  to  the  conquered  towns,  379  ;  his  charader,  aUL 
notef  (ends  two  traitors  to  obtain  information  of  the  ftate  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Mofcow,  iM. ;  the  agents  cried,  **  long  live  the  Czar  I>e* 
metrius,"  and  feized  the  widow  of  the  Czar  with  her  ion,  373  ;  the 
fubmiffion  of  Mofcow,373  ;  configns  to  death  the  Czar  Fedor  with  his 
mother,  374;  removes  the  patriarch,  376;  his  folemn  entry  iaco 
MofcoWj  377  ;  the  Salutation  of  thefcrvile  Ruflianson  his  entry  i&to 
Mofcow^/V.  note ;  appoints  the  archbifliop  of  Rezan  patriarchy  378  ; 
receives  the  crown  from  the  patriarch,  379 ;  fends  for  the. widow  of 
Ivan  from  her  loog  confinement, f^/dl  $  account  of  their  joyful  mect^ 
^g>  3^0 ;  his  merciful  condud  to  prince  VafiHi  Ivanovitz  Chooifti, 
382 1  fends  Vlafllef  his  ambaffador  to  Poland*  384;  demands  the  daagh* 
ter  of  the  Palatine  of  Sendomir  in  marriagCf  385  ^  jewels  to  thft 
value  of  aooyooo  ducats  ferved  up  tnftead  of  fruit  on  his  marriage^ 
i^J.  note ;.  the  fplendour  difplayed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mofcow  oft 
the  arrival  of  Marina,  38^;  difcontent  on  his  father-in*law  bringing 
4000  Poles  with  him  to  Mofcow,  3B7;  other  difcontents  for  his  po* 
lilhed  gallantry,  ibiJ, ;  Sigifmond  fends  to  demand  SmoliniL,  sad 
ailxftance  againft  the  Tatars  of  Krim;.  the  firft  denied*  the  latur 
granted,  388 ;  his  attempt  to  cultivate  the  minds  of  the  peo^k  pfo^ 
duces  a  general  indignation,  389 ;  in  the  marriage  ctremony,  places 
the  crown  of  the  Czar  on  the  head  of  Marina,  391  ;  Strelitzes  jbrm 
a  confptracy  againft  him,  and  their  execution,  392;  the  f4ot  of 
Chouifki,  393  ;  charge  againfl  him  from  the  manner  of  moimdng 
bis  horfe,  395,  note ;  to  avoid  the  confpiratocs,  he  throws  himfett 
out  of  a  window  forty  feet  high,  398 ;  dectared  to.  be  an  tmpoftoir 
hj  the  dowager  Czarina^  i*  put  to  d«ath  by  the  (bldia^i  400 ;  his 

virtv^ 
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iirtiiesy  462 ;  tbe  doabtfiri  obfcurity  of  his  real  parentage^  UhL ; 
Mr.  Coxe's  opinion  that  he  was  not  an  impoftor,  404,  note. 

Demdriuif  a  fecond  falfey  in  Andrew  Nagui^  406;  is  iandioned  bf 
Sigifmond  king  of  Poland^  407  ;  Choui(ki  advances  to  meet  him,  and 
the  imperial  troops  are  overthrown,  iKd. ;  pnrfiles  his  deftruAiye 
courfe  towards  Mofcow,  408 ;  is  acknowledged  by  Marina  and  her 
father  to  be  the  loft  Demetriust  410 ;  is  configned  to  the  dagger  b]f ' 
Oaronflb£F,  a  Tatar  prince^  411 ;  the  throne,  claimed  for  his  infant 
fon  by  Marina  his  mother,  he  was  ftraogled,  and  the  mother 
died  in  prifon,  4I8. 

,  a  fourth^  claims  the  crdwn  of  Ruffia,  4x1 ;  is  czecated  on 
atrecy  412. 

DwMJnu^  the  metropolitan,  his  mild  temper,  299;  with  two  other 
biihops,  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  monks,  and  inciofed  in  different 
monaileries,  30s. 

Earthquaie  in  Ruffia,  78.  . 

El^^hdMUf  the  teeth  of,  found  in  Siberia,  265. 

Shot  VajpTt^  alleges  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Ruffia,*  and  takes 

the  name  of  reter,  405  \  is  facrifieed  to  the  juft  yengeaace  of 

Chouiflu,  Md. 
Ebmabdh%  queen,  letter  to  ItsUi  IV*  of  Ruffia,  bflfering  an  afjlom  to  ' 

himfelf  and  family,  244,  note ;  ftrengthened  her  intereft  with  Ruf> 

lia,  b^  fending  Dr;  Jacobs,  an  eminent  phyfician,  251. 
Mmarguet  pretends  fubmiffion  to  the  Czar,  210 ;  robs  and  infults  his 

ambafladors,  ttt^  his  multiform  iniquities,  HuLi    ffies  into  Si* 

beria,  212. 
M9^-RujkaH  Companv  eftabliflied,  277 }  the  trade  Icfft  to  the  Outcb 

on  the  death  of  Charles  I.  llAi*  'note* 

Fmmnef  dreadful  e£Fe£ls  of,  in  Ruffia,  |20;  (Socoocx  lives  fwept  awaf 
in  Moicow  alone,  324 ;  means  taken  to  prevent  fuch  rifxtations  in 
future,  i^j</.  J  horrible  in  Ruffia,  413 ;  loaf  of  bread  fold  for  500/.  fter* 
.  Kngf  4"  3'  note. 

Pedor^  ion  of  Ivan  IV.  quietly  feated  on  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  291 ;  hir 
imbecile  conftltution,  292 ;  three  boyars  nominated  by  his  father  to 
diredt  his  councils,  aUt/. ;  Bogdan  Bellki  enterprises  the  fubverfion  of 
his  government,  294 ;  his  death,  being  the  laft  of  the  houfe  of  Ru« 
rik,  fuppoled  by  poifon,  306 ;  his  charader,  307  ^  the  Czarina  re« 
nounces  the  crown,  and  retires  to  a  convent  in  Mofcow,  308. 

,  fon  of  Boris,  fucceeds  to  the  throne  at  the  age  of  fixteen  yearSf 
366 ;  feized  with  his  mother  by  the  agents  of  Demetrius  the  falle» 
372  ;  he  and  alfo  his  mother  are  ftrangled,  376. 

Fvrt'Ormt  firft  introduced  into  Ruffia,  135. 

J^0»,  black,  ikin  fold  for  80  roubles,  474.  note. 

/*iir#  of  Siberia,  265;  of  Ruffia,  280. 

Qtrman  merchants  driven  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dwina,  and  iettle  there« 
X04;  a  houie  of  the  Auguftin  order  founded  there,  iUd.  \  eftablilh 
knlghu  of  the  Teutonic  order,  105  ;  demand  fuccours  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden  \  the  latter  fends  an  army  under  Siiser,  brother  of  the 

Yy4  king. 
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\atkff  10^  y  fend  10  Novgorod  to  demaxul  fiibmifliOBf  io6j  twovk* 

"  tones  over  them  by  Alexander,  io8. 

GoUen  Horde,  account  of,  1 1 1  ;  annihilated,  1 26» . 

Cpiitzin^  the  able  advifer  of  Sophia,  494;  his  want  of  militarj  talests, 
496  ;  is  arrefled,  and  dripped  of  his  dignities  and  baniflied,  502  j 
his  death  In  i^ijt  $03,  note. 

Grand  Duie,  improperly  fubftituted  for  Veliki-Sjiezy  or  Grand  Prince, 
.  80,  note. 

Grcgorjf  fee  Demetrius  the  falfc. 

Guflavus  Vafa^  of  Sweden,  breaks  the  peace  with  the  Czar.  «i6:  at- 
tacks the  city  of  Orecheck,  which  he  was  obliged  to  abandon,  'M*  \ 
letter  of  Nameftnick  to  him,  21^;  vi<5lory  of  Palcc(koi  over  him,  218^ 
.  makes  peace  with  the  Czar,  ibid. 

Helena^  wife  of  Vaffili  IV.  account  of,  and  character,  160;  holds  tie 
reins  of  government  for  her  fon  Ivan  IV.  162  ;  indulges  in  love  with 
Outchina,  163;  gives  way  to  revenge,  thld^-^  her  death  by  poi- 
fon,  i68. 

Hontmrf  in  Ruffia»  the  word  tehejl  fully  difplays  the  meaning,  4)91 
note- 

//<7r/r/ of  Ruffia,  442. 

Hfirfemaifiip  of  the  Tatars^  58,  note. 

jfacoh^  on  being  punifbed  with  the  knoot,  dcferts  from  Peter  into  Azof, 
514;  on  the  capture  of  Arof,  is  given  up  to  Peter,  516;  account  of 
.his  execution,  518  j  account  of  him,  with  his  ch^ra^fter,  Und, 
«— ,  Dr.  an  eminent  phyfician,  fent  by  queen  Elizabeth  into  Ruf- 

.fia,  161. 
Jacch  Fiodovttz  Dolgorouloff  prince,  after  tearing  an  ukafe  figned  bf 
Peter,  on  fhewing  the  caufe  and  bad  effects  of  it,  is  forgiven  by  tic 
.Ciar,  649;  his  conduft  by  which  he  got  the  better  of  the  grief  of 
Peter  on  the  lofs  of  his  fecond  fon,  6^  i . 
Idigurt  fon  of  Kazim,  feated  on  the  throne  of  Kazan,  200« 
i^^uiUf  expulfion  of,  from  Ruilia,  599,  note. 
Jewels  of  the  value  of  200/xx>  ducats  ferved  up  inftead  of  fruit,  onthfe 

marriage  of  the  falfe  Demetrius,  3H5,  note. 
Jcwt^  Peter  the  Great's  opinion  of  the  Jews  being  inferior  to  RuffiiM 

.  in  con>merce,  269. 
Intoxication  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  190,  note. 
Ivan  III.  Vaffi!ievit7,  Hate  of  Ruifia  under,   1 13  ;  his  clear  and  dcd- 
.five  judgment,  i W. ;  his   firft  effort   to  recover  Kazan,  115;  ea- 
truils  the  command  to  the  Tatar  prince  Kailim,  ti6;  deftroysthc 
'country  of  the  Tcheremiflcs,  117;   bellows  the  command  on  bis 
brothers  Andrew 'and  Boris^  i^«V. ;  beficges  and  takes  Kazan,  n^» 
oppofes  and  fubdues  a  rebellion  raifed  by  Marpha,   124;  cxccuteJ 
ambaffddors  fent  from  Achmet  Khan,  128;  defeats  the  Taurtia 
two  attempts  on  Rullia,  127 — 129  j  plot   againft  his  life  by  L^' 
Jcomiki,  a  Polifh  prince,  which  is  difcovered,  and  the  prince  burot 
in  an  iron  cage,  131 ;  makes  a  ten  years*  war,  which  proves  6tif 
to  Polajid,  132  ;  obtains  the  principality  of  Ivcr,  ibid,  j  liibducstlie 
.rebellion  of  Mickhail,  135;  attacks  the  territories  of  Kazan,  fJ|J 
'  marches  againft  MahmetAmin*  141  j  his  death  andcharaderi  >^  '4** 
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t^hTV.  fiiccecds  his  father  on  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  i6i ;  oppofed 
by  his  uncle  George,  who,  not  beinor  fupported,  dies  in  a  prifon, 
iM. ;  fetr.ed  upon  by  the  princes,  169;  bis  attempts  to  regain  his 
power,  shU.;  grafps  the  fceptre  at  the  agrs  of  fourteen,  174;  his 
fpeech  to  his  nobles  on  that  occafion,  175  ;  hisfavage  and  inexorable 
paffions,  177;  his  marriage  and  coronation,  178;  the  wifdom  and 
prudence  of  his  wife  produce  in  him  a  happy  reformation,  179; 
introduces  a  (landing  force  into  Ruffii,  183  ;  the  former  (late  of  the 
RuCIiau  force,  184;  forms  the  celebrated  militia  of  Strelitzes,  186  ; 
■  the  Kazanites  reclaim  the  protedlion  of  the  Czar,  187 ;  totally  defeats  ^ 
the  Kazanites,  191 ;  beficges  Kazan  ineffeftuaily  for  three  months^ 
192  ;  builds  a  fmall  city  within  five  leagues  of  Kazan,  193 ;  de- 
feats the  Tatars,  1 96  ;  bent  on  the  dcftru Aion  of  Kazan,  200 ;  ac- 
count of  the  dreadful  fiege  and  deftru^on  of  tliat  citv,  iSui. — 209; 
faid  to  have  wept  over  the  deftrudlion  of  Kazan,  ibiJ. ;  fends  am» 
bafTadors  to  receive  the  oaths  of  Emorguei,  who  are  robbed  and  in* 
fulted  by  htm,  2 1 1  ;  marches  40,000  men  a^ainfl  Aftrakan,  which 
he  takes,  212  ;'  drives  the  Swedes  from  the  fiege  of  Orecheck,  216  j 
direds  his  hoftile  fteps  againft  Finland,  217  ;  makes  peace  with  tho 
Swedes,  218 ;  demands  a  dormant  tribute  of  fifty  years  from  the 
Livonians,  219;  which  b>;ing  denied,  he  invades  Livonia,  220; 
peace  with  the  Livonians  agreed  on,  221;  recommencement  of 
boftlities,  222  ;  Dorpt  and  thirty  other  ftrong  phices  taken  in  one 
year,  225  ;  wages  war  with  Poland,  226  •  takes  Felling,  iHJ.  ;  be- 
comes mailer  of  the  greateft  part  of  Livonia,  227;  enters  Lithuania, 
and  takes  Polotik,  and  all  the  monks  and  Jews  maflUcred,  228  ;  a 
decifive  victory  gained  over  one  of  his  armies,  and  another  retreats, 
229 ;  many  of  his  nobles  fly  into  Poland,  250  ;  declares  that  he  re* 
folved  to  give  up  the  cares  of  royalty,  and  his  whole  authority  to 
devolve  on  Idigur,  or  Semen,  the  khan  of  Kazan,  23 1 ;  is  wifhed  to 
keep  the  reins  of  adminiilration,  Hid. ;  reiigns  the  name  of  Czar, 
and  aiTumes  the  rank  of  Grand  Prince,  232;  eredls  a  va(l  maniion 
twenty-four  miles  from  the  capital,  iiiJ.  ;  publicly  remounts  the 
throne,  234 ;  defeats  the  defign  of  the  Sultan  Selim  in  joining  the 
Don  to  the  Volga,  235  ;  obliges  him  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Aftrakan, 
236  ;  nearly  the  whole  of  Selim*s  army  loft  by  fatigue,  famine,  and 
temped,  237;  his  barbarities  at  Novgorod,  with  the  deftrudlion  of 
ic,  238  ;  departs  to  Alex<mdrova  Sloboda,  239;  his  exclamation  to 
the  archbiihop,  240 ;  the  archbifhop  arreiled,  and  the  Czar  and  his 
fon  affift  in  the  general  carnage,  -241  ;  his  facking  and  mafTacres  at 

•  Novgorod  to  the  number  of  25,000  men,  Hid.  4  Plcikof  fubmitSi  and- 
fent^ced  to  general  confifcation,  and  the  execution  of  a  few  monks, 
242  ;  Iver  fuSers  the  calamities  of  Novgorod,  243  ;  orders  men  and 
ttromen  to  be  tied  to  fpits  and  roafled  alive,  and  commits  other 
fhameful  enormities,  ihiJ. ;  Qjieen Elizabeth's  letter  to  him,  offering, 
an  afylum  to  himfelf  and  family,  244,  note  ;  RuiTii  invaded  by  the 
Crimean  Tatars,  who  burn  Mofcow,  when  an  1 00  ,oco  perfons  were  fup- 
"pofed  to  have  perifhed  by  the  fire  and  fword,  2  ;6 ;  curs  off  the  cars, 

^  nofes,  and  lips  of  the  ambafladors  of  the  khan,  lent  to  demand  a  tri- 
bute, 348 ;  makes  a  precipitate  (light  to  Novgorod,  ibid. ;  the  Tatars 

.  routed  by  Mikhail  Vorotin&i,  iW/ ;  makes  peace  with  the  Tatar*, 
and  a  trace  for  three  yean  with  Poland,  ibid. ;  the  kifi|(  of  Poland 

\  -.  claims 
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claims  tlie  concfaefts  made  by  Iran  in  Lithnaniaf  249;  ttan  i 
Courland  of  the  kin^  of  Poland*  i^^/.  $  fends  a  deputy  from  the  kng 
of  Poland  to  prifon»i&«/. ;  Poiotik  retaken  by  the  kinff  of  Poland9  350; 
Kexholm  taken  by  the  Swedes*  ihUL ;  fends  a  ipectal  meflenger  to 
pope  Gregory  Xlil.  who  fends  the  Jefnit  PoflenOf  251 ;  Pouem's 
pompous  reception*  252;  Nanra*  Ivan*Gorod»  and  Victenfteinttakca 
by  the  Swedes*  254;  makes  peace  with  the  king  of  Poland*  iU.i 
and  alfo  with  the  Crimean  khan>  1$^  s  and  a  truce  for  three  Tears 
with  the  Swedes*  i6id» ;  gave  a  death*blow  to  his  belored  ion*  ML; 
receives  a  deputation  requeftinr  him  to  place  his  fo*  at  the  head  of 
the  army*  1^6 ;  the  abettors  of  this  advice  pot  to  death*  aftrJL :  fpeech 
of*  on  offering  to  divefl  htmfelf  of  the  crown  and  robe*  iUa,  i  rela- 
tion of  the  ftory  of  his  giving  the  death^^blow  to  his  ion*  257;  ac- 
count of  this  affair  by  different  writers,  299 ;  becomes  tonneated 
with  the  flings  of  a  guilty  confcience*  c^m/.  i  iiis  death  and  charae- 
ter»  260;  the  conqqed  of  Siberia,  and  the  advantages  dented 
therefrom*  264 ;  his  code  of  laws^  called  Soudebnik,  or  the  nnmocl 
Off  judges*  266  ;  objedtions  to  his  code*  267  ;  fome  parts  commended* 
26)( ;  improved  (late  of  commerce  in  his  reign.  271 ;  account  of  his 
giving  an  audience  to  captain  Chancellour*  273  ;  extended  his  domi* 
Biont  over  Kazan  and  Aftrakan*  279 ;  the  encouragement  he  gave 
to  the  progrefs  of  literature*  282 ;  introduces  the  art  of  printing,  Hi; 
ftate  of  his  fuperftttion*  286 ;  exclamation  of  his  nobles  on  receiving 
punilhmenu*  288*  289*  note  ;  fumamed  the  Terrible*  Hid.;  re- 
ported  to  have  died  by  poifon,  294. 
Jmnt,  fon  of  Ivan  IV.  account  of  his  death  as  given  by  diftrent  vii* 

ters,  ^58. 
•xiA— t  (the  brother  of  Fedor*)  his  younger  brother  Peter  faid  to  hafe 
•  been  called  to  the  fupreme  authority  by  the  deceafed  Czar*  481; 
report  of  his  being  flrangled  unfounded*  48^  ;  Ivan  and  Peter  both 
crovTned,  487  ;  his  incapacity,  488 ;  his  marriage  with Prafcovia,  M; 
lefigns  his  claims  to  the  crown  to  Peter*  503 ;  his  death  and  charac- 
ter, 504. 
•*—  FederovitK  Mpjta'^fii^  accoont  of*  29} ;  arrefted  and  fent  to  the 

snonaftery  of  Bielozoro*  29^ 
!■>  ^  Khovan/ki,  appointed  commander  of  the  army  by  Sophia,  485 ;  hit 
ingratitude*  ^91 ;  his  defigns  to  maffacre  the  Czar*  ftc.  iHd. ;  him 
and  his  are  captured  and  executed*  492 ;  his  fupporters  fubmit  Iff 
public  juftice,  ii93;  many  faved  through  the  intercefllon  of  the  pa* 
triarch*  494. 
^*—  Petr9^itK  Choul/kl^  account  of*  293  ;  charged  with  treaibn,  301 1 
though  not  conviaed,  was  doomed  to  perpetual  baniihment*  30s; 
firangled  by  the  minions  of  Boris,  ibid* 

KsMHt  Ivan  III.  attempts  to  recover,  r  f  5 ;  fiege  of*  1 17 ;  uken,  lit; 
again  attacked  by  Ivan  I II.  134;  Mahmet  Amin  appointed  to  the 
throne  of*  136;  his  opprcffive  soveromenr*  137;  Manonk  eMtd 
by  the  people*  ibid* ;  Abdel  A tif  nominated  by  Ivan^rM*;  MahnM 
Amin  nominated  by  Ivan*  138 ;  account  of  the  dreadiiii  iiege*  aai 
deftrudion  of,  200 — 209. 

Xhkfi^,  chief  of  a  band  uf  robbers*  defeats  the  force  ftnt  agaiaft  ii^r 
322  j  hibshamAcri  JM^|  isdefcated^  32J,  * 
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in^,  prince  oif  defends  himfelf  bravelf,  75 ;  obums  parddn  and 
peace  from  the  Tatars,  but  is  butchered  by  the  Tatars,  Hi  J.  74; 
attacked,  and  finally  taken  by  the  Tatars^  ico ;  the  noble  defence 
ofy  by  DemetriuSf  iiiJ, 

Knigbi^  c£  the  Teutonic  order»  the  form  of  admifTiony  105. 

Kohmna  taken  by  the  Tatars^  85. 

JCoumist  a  liquor  of  the  Tatars,  prepared  from  mare's  milk^  §6* 

Kofetif  equal  to  filver  pennies,  204,  note, 

Ktmtllkf  the  ikilful  and  vigorous  defence  of  that  town,  95. 

Le  Fortf  the  companion  of  Peter  in  his  youthful  fports,  505  ;  marriee 

a  youthful  lady  of  rank  and  fortune,  506,  note^  his  prematore 

death,  615. 
Ldgmt%,  memorable  battle  of,   109. 
Lewii  XIV.  compared  with  Peter  the  Great,  66a. 
lAherty^  definition  of,  by  Juftinian,  by  Blackftone,  and  by  Paley,  10 ; 

by  RouiTeau,  14.  *"  ' 

Livonia  invaded  by  the  Ru(Cans>  220  ;  peace  agreed  on,  22 1 }  rec6m« 

mencement  of  hoftilities,  222, 
Loutotn/a,  prince,  his  plot  on  the  life  of  Ivan  IIL  difcovered,  bmut  ia 

an  iron  cage,  131* 

MabmetJmu  appointed  to  the  throne  of  Kaean,  136;  his  oppreS^ego* 
vemment,  137  ;  is  expelled  from  the  government,  fW. ;  again  nomi« 
nated,  138^  attheinftigation  of  his  wife  Ali,  murders  all  ue  Rufliaa 
merchants,  139  v  rufhes  into  the  fouthern  provinces,  ihid>> ;  marches^ 
againft  Nigni  Novgorod,  tf iV. ;  raifes  the  fiege,  141;  defeats  tka 
Ruffians  at  Kazan,  and  afterwards  defeated  himfelf,  145 ;  his  death 
andcharader,  148 ;  Sheikh  Ali  his  fuccefTor,  149* 

Mamouk  eleded  by  the  people  to  the  government  of  Kazan,  137. 

Marfha^  account  of  her,  119;  raifes  a  party  a^aind  Ivan  IIL  iiO} 
purpofes  to  deliver  the  republic  of  Novgorod  mto  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  Poland,  ilnd. ;  raifes  a  rebellion,  but  is  fubdued  by  Ivan,  \%%m 

Marriage^  cuftom  for  the  bride  to  pull  off  the  boots  of  her  huAand, 
26,  note. 

Mayerbcrg^  ambaflador  from  Leopold,  the  fu(pictous  behaviour  of  the 
Ruffians  to  him,  467. 

Mitufiiu^  a  Scotchman^  appointed  preceptor  to  Peter  the  Great,  ifi^M 
note. 

MinUhihf,  prince,  account  of  him,  520;  his  low  origin,  521 ;  ts  fir& 
AOticed  by  Peter,  f^iJ. ;  foon  obtains  the  rank  of  general  and  mini- 
fter,  522  ;  his  avarice  and  oppreffion,  ibid, ;  the  vanquilhed  Swedes^ 
after  the  battle  of  Pultowa,  furrender  to  him,  $43  ;  it  fined  aoo^ooa 
rubles  for  his  avarice,  583. 

Michael  FedorovitZf  a  youth  of  fizteen,  called  to  afcend  the  throne  ^ 
Ruffia,  415  ;  from  whom  Peter  the  Great  defcended,  416. 

lldicUfgilt  his  rebellion  againf^  Ivan  III,  132  ;  fucs  for  peace,  which  le 
.  refufed,  131  $  deferted  by  his  troops,  flies  into  Lithuania,  133* 

Mikhail^  Prince  of  Kief,  affafllnatcs  the  deputies  feat  from  the  Tatgrf* 
09 ;  deierts  his  capital,  ibid. 

Mmu9  iroDt  of  Ruffia,  28b. 

Mo'ifUf 
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Moentf  his  crfmiiAl  con&eAion  with  Catharine  dSfcofertd  bj  FSfiUAi 

570;  his  execution,  57;. 
Mofcow  burnt  by  the  i  akars>  and  10O9OOO  men  fuppoTed  to  havepe- 

rilhed  by  the  6 re  and  fnrordf  27  ;  arifes  from  her.  ruins  with  addi* 

tioiial   fplendour,   247  |  foundation  caft  in  X157,  d^Anote;  theiflf" 

proved  police  of,  469. 
yMflafy  prince  of  Gahtch,  joins  the  Ruffians  againft  tht  Tatars,  ^f 

adaudons  his  ftation  in  a  diihonourable  manner^  72^ 

Narva,  battle,  defeat  of  Peter  by  the  Swedef,  535. 

NMtaUa,  fifler  of  Peter  the  Great*  compofes  many  tragedies  and  t» 
mccJirs,  630. 

miite  RomofwvUz  TurUf,  account  of,  293  ;  his  death,-  299* 

Novgorod^  the  new  capital  of  the  SclavoniaQs,  4;  its  intercouHc  with 
the  merchants  of  Confl^ntinople,  iliJ.i  extent  from  which  it  rcccind 
tributary  offerings,  5  ;  charadler  of  the  inhabibints,  iiiJ.,  6 ;  forti* 
fied  and^made  the  relidence  of  Rurik,  17$  falls  into  gradual  decay 
and  weaknefs»  126. 

OfffI,  fon  of  Sviatoflaf,  his  wanton  cruelties,  2  j  ;  prefled  to  death  and 

iorced  into  the  rfver,  23.  \ 
€(gaf  retrofpeAivc  view  ot  her  reign,  36  ;  baptifed  by  the  name  of  fbc 

Emprefs  Helena,  37 ;  an  eucouragtr  of  miiitutions  of  public  utiiitff 

Crecheci  attacked  by  Guflavus  Vafa,  but  the  fiege  abandoned,  216. 
Q/lolJf  retrbfpedtive  view  of  the  i-eign  of,  33 ;  his  atlempt  on  Confcn- 

trnople,  itij ;  is  baptifcd,  35. 
Vfro/fieff  fee  Demetrius  the  falfe- 
tfv^fik'nif,  the  favourite  of  the  Emprefs  Helena,  1631  cut  to  pieces  by 

the  common  hangman^  i68. 

Pagantjkt  the  extirpation  of,  from  Ruffia,  39- 

^eter  the  Great,  in  order  to  fubdue  the  groveling  drfpofkion  of  the  Rut 
fians,  ordered  thofe  who  fell  on  their  knees  when  he  pafTed  to  be 

•  pnniflied  with  the  knoot,  289,  note;  his  liberaHty  of  manners, 46^*1 
bis  accelHon,  481  ;  his  charader  i^/V.;  Ivan  raifed  to  the  throoc,  and 
intreats  Peter  to  be  joined  with  him;  are  both  crowned,  487  ;  plunge* 
rhimfelf  into  a  di/Tohite  courfe  of  amufements,  489;  his  mind  glows 

>  whh  ambition,  495 ;  becomes  exafperated  »gaintt  his  fifter  Sophiar 
49S ;  abruptly  retires  to  Kolomna,  ibid,  ;•  Sophia  dire^s  the  Stre* 
Htzes  againft  hirti,  499 ;  retires  to  the  fortified  monaflery  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  ibid,  $  one  regiment  of  the  Strelitzes  haflen  to  hi* 
protedion,  501  ;  Scheglovitoi  and  ibme  of  his  accomplices  beheaded, 
and  others  had  their  tongues  cut  out  and  banilhed  to  Siberia,  50} ; 
goes  to  the  capital,  ibU» ;  Ivan  refigns  to  him  bis  claim  to  the 
crown,  ibid  ;  his  youthful  fports,  $0^ ;  promotes  the  military  art  ill 
the  charaAer  of  drummer,  506  ;  is  advanced,  by  regular  procds,  w 
a  lieutenancy,  507 ;  his  fmall  cohort  increafes  to  two  regiments  rf 
Preobrajenfki  and  Scmenovfki,  ibid,  ;  conftru^  a  fort,  in  the  attack 
«  and  defence  of  which  much  blood  was  fbed,  ^U.^  note}  proceeds  tt 
the  ftody  of  navigation^  508 ;  makes  a  TOj^age  to  Archangel,  5^0; 

aidvanog^ 
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advantages  to  his  cotintry  from  his  naval  purfuits,  51  i  ;  cnfi^ages  in 
the  field  of  war»  but  is  defeated  in  his  firfl  attempt,  in  attacking 
A7«>f|  5'*  ;  takes  two  forts,  513.;  again  proceeds  againft  Azof,  and 
again  obliged  to  raifc  the  fiegc,  ii'ta, ;  rapid  increafe  of  the  navy» 
515,  note;  Azof  again  bcfieged.  and  the  garrifon  and  inhabitanu 
permitted  to  abfindon  it,  516;  makes  a  triumphal  entry  into  Mof- 
cow,  5 17  ;  a  medal  (Iruck  on  this  occafion,  ilnd,,  note  ;  orders  his  wifc^ 
the  daughter  of  Fedor  Sopoukhin,  to  retire  into  a  monaftery,  519; 
forms  a  plan  of  vifiting  foreign  nations,  but  is  prevented,  523  ;  a 
confpiracy  formed  againft  him,  5.4;  the  defign  revealed  to  him » 
ibiJ.  5  enters  the  houfe  where  the  confpirators  were  affembled,  with 
a  page  only,  and  fccures  them,  527 ;  their  execution,  528  ;  his  great 
prefcnce  of  mind  in  the  moment  of  the  greateit  danger,  ihid,y  notti 
attacked  by  eight  robbers,  having  only  two  pages  with  him,  takes 
one  of  them  who  impeaches  the  reft,  ibid.,  note ;  leaving  the  reins 
of  government  in  the  hands  of  the  boyar  Strechncf,  vifits  the  courts 
of  Europe,  529 ;  during  his  abfence  a  new  rebellion  burff  filrth,  but 
Gordon  fuppre^es  it,  531  j  returns  to  Mofcow,  executes  '  scoo  of 
the  Strelitzes,  and  abolilhes  their  name  and  power,  532  ;  this  re- 
bellion afcribed  to  Sophia,  533  $  takes  the  field  againft  Qharles  XII.» 
534 »  34,000  Ruffians  defeated  by  9000  Swedes,  at  Narva,  535; 
lays  the  Ibundation  of  Petcrfburg,  537  ;  dei'eats  the  Swedes  at  Poi- 
towa,  i3i/. ;  is  fliot  through  the  hat,  541 ;  his  war  with  the  Turks, 
but  is  obliged  to  fue  for  peace,  547;  the  principal  terms  of  the  peace, 
c^o  ;  the  conoueft  of  Finland,  551  ;  defeat  of  the  Swedifli  fleet,  552  % 
his  amazing  fortitude  during  a  tempeft,  555 ;  his  difcourfe  to  the 
people  in  the  triumph  for  the  vi^^ory  over  the  Swediih  fleet,  $^^  ; 
orders  the  death  of  his  fon  Alexes,  560  ;  again  makes  war  with  the 
Swedes,  561  \  Charles  (hot  at  the  fie^e  of  Fredericftiall,  ilnd. ;  con- 
cludes peace  with  the  Swedes,  562 ;  Povelitel,  or  emperor  and  fa- 
ther of  his  country,  tonfcrred  on  him  by  the  fcnate,  and  alfo  the 
title  of  the  Great,  564;  takes  Derbent,  ^6^1  manifefto  for  the  co- 
rooation  of  Cathanne,  568,  note  ;  dilcovers  her  infidelity,  572 ;  his 
condudl  on  the  trying  occafion,  ibid. ;  condudls  Catharine  to  the 

fallows,  to  which  the  head  of  Mceas  was  fixed,  C7^  ;  his  laft  illnefs 
rought  on  by  attending  a  ceremony  on  the  ice,  ot  blefling  the  water^ 
577  ;  his  death,  578  j  the  grief  of  Catharine  on  his  death,  Ufid,  \  the 
report  of  his  having  been  poifoned  by  Catharine  unfounded,  57«„ ;  his 
charaAer,  580 ;  his  reform  of  the  boyarfkoidvoi,  581 ;  oives  fala* 
ries  to  the  judges,  582  ;  intended  to  form  a  new  fabric  of  juri/pru* 
dence,  583  ;  reform  in  thecolledionof  the  revenues,  584  ;  eftablifhes 
a  poll-tax,  586;  reformation  of  his  army,  ihid>\  improves  the  ftatc 
of  naval  ta&cs,  588 ;  lays  the  foundation  of  Peter(burg,  590;  infti- 
tutes  a  fchrol  of  marine,  ibid, ;  his  defign  to  abolifh  the  office  of  pa- 
triarch, 591  ;  his  reform  ot  the  monafteries,  595  ;  his  encourage- 
ment of  induftrv,  5965  introduces  toleration,  599;  is  ftyled  Antichrift, 
600 ;  is  aflifted  in  the  reformation  oi  the  church  by  Theophanes 
archbilhop  of  Novgorod,  600 ;  his  encouragement  of  commerce, 
601  ;  extends  commerce  with  England,  Holland,  and  France,  60^1 
alfo  to  Perfia,  606 ;  improvement  of  inland  navigation,  607  ;  in  or- 
der to  complete  his  defigns,  he  became  the  artificer  as  well  as  pfo* 
jeflor,  699 ;  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  roads,  610 ; 

inftitutes 
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infticutes  regular  poftg,  6%  i  ;  eftablifhes  a  packet  fram  PeCer&Drs  to 
Lubecy  6ia  ;  alfo  a  onlformity  of  weights  and  meafures,  613  ;  ereds 
a  tribuDsd  of  commerce^  614  s  inditutes  the  order  of  St.Andrewt 
615 ;  obliges  his  fubjedls  to  relinquifh  thetr  beards  and  to  afiUme  the 
European  habit,  616;  efpoufes  the  rights  of  woment  618;  ftrtkes 
Mentchikoff*  for  not  having  laid  a(ide  bis  fword  in  a  dance,  619  s 
reform  of  the  calendar,  adopting  the  Julian,  6so  %  his  attention  te 
jthe  &brication  of  arms  and  anchors,  62 1  ;  his  manual  labour  at  the 
lime  and  tile-kiln,  622 ;  inditutes  a  college  of  mines,  'did. ;  his  at* 
Ccntion  to  the  manufafture  of  wool,  linen,  and  (Ilk,  623;  provides 
printing  houfes,  ^id. ;  edabliihes  the  academy  of  fciences,  ^4  ;  im« 
proves  the  arts  and  faiences,  ibid. ;  augments  his  library  and  mu* 
&am,  625  ;  improvement  in  the  knowledge  of  aftronomy,  626;  pro- 
claims  the  precife  day  of  an  ecllpfe,  628 ;  makes  a  proerefs  in  learn* 
ing  the  road  to  offices  of  truft  and  dignity,  6^9  ;  his  ettablifhment  of 
ichools,  Hid ;  opens  a  national  theatre  at  Mofcow,  630  ;  his  atten* 
tion  to  the  police  of  Peteriburg,  63 1 ;  an  inexorable  enemy  to  ga- 
HMDS,  Snd ;  confines  the  luxury  of  drefs,  iKd  \  founds  and  endovs 
two  hofpitals  for  foldiers  and  failors,  a  fomndling  hofpital,  a  college 
of  phyiicians  and  a  grand  difpenfary.  Hid* ;  his  charader  fununet 
up  by  the  king  of  Prullia,  632,  note  ;  his  private  life,  6^3 ;  a  cottage 
Jiis  refidence  when  he  cafl  the  foundation  of  Peterlbur^,  6:4 ;  tht 
varied  employment  of  his  time,  635 ;  his  plain  diet,  63Q;  his  royai 
ceconomy,  iUd.  note ;  the  lingularity  of  his  firft  audience  to  amba^ 
ladors,  639  ;  his  pafiion  for  making  all  his  nobles  failors,  ridiculed 
by  Algarotti,  640,  note ;  attended  incog,  as  a  common  pilot,  Hid^ 
note.;  in  an  aquatic  expedition  with  the  ambafladors,  is  overtaken 
by  a  violent  ftorm,  641  ;  chadifes  Defiere  for  a  bridge  being  out  of 
order  over  which  they  were  to  pafs,  642  ;  ftrikes  Le  Blond  the  ar* 
chite<S,  which  fo  much  affeded  him  as  to  bring  on  his  death,  641 ; 
inquires  of  an  ambaflador  whether  he  was  not  called  a  tyrant  m 
other  countries,  645 ;  his  condu^  to  prince  Jacob  Feodovitz  Do!» 

foroukof,  for  tearing  a  ukafe  which  had  been  figned  by  him,  647  j 
lis  grief,  on  the  lofs  of  his  fon  by  Catharine,  condratns  him  to  re« 
pent  of  hts  raih  fentence  of  Alexes,  650  \  his  attempt  to  drown  a 
fenator,  653  ;  his  averfion  to  fuperdition,  difcovers  the  fraud  of  the 
Virgin's  miraculous  tears,  654 ;  refufes,  in  an  illnefs,  to  pardon 
robbers  and  murderers,  as  had  been  the  cudom..  655  ;  his  condnA 
to  an  unfortunate  female,  657;  never  punifhed  offences  againft 
chadity,  658  ;  ayerfe  to  detradion,  659;  his  opinion  refpeding  con« 
traband  trade,  660 ;  compared  with  Lewis  XIV.,  ihuL  ;  his  drift 
oecQDomy,  662 ;  his  politic  liberality  in  bedowiu^  vacant  lands.  Hid  ; 
frequently  dood  godfather  to  the  children  of  his  lubjeds,  664  ;  his 
inattention  to  drefs,  66$  ;  works  at  an  iron  forcre,  and  receives  tjie 
ufual  wages,  666 ;  indidei^nt  to  the  chace,  667  ;  his  attention  to 
projectors .  668)  works  as  a  ihip*carpenter  in  Holland,  670 ;  ftudies 
furgery,  ibtd  \  and  the  office  of  dentid,  672  ;  his  literary  purfuits, 
6/4  ;  his  difcovery  of  the  brother  of  Catharine^  ^77  i  bis  peribn  dc« 
fcribed,  683  ;  his  charadler  fummed  up,  ilnd ;  his  remarkable  ex* 
\  clamation,  ^'  Alas,  I  have  reformed  an  empire,  yet  the  more  ar* 
duous  taik  of  my  own  reformation  dill  remaias  incomplete!" 
689. 

Rifr/hrgt 
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f4ifjhrgt  foundation  kud  by  Peter  the  Great,  537,  590 ;  as  yet  only  a 
part  of  an  immenfe  outline,  537,  note  ;  progreis  of  commerce,  6of^ 
flagm  in  Ruflia,  78 1  on  the  caufes  of,  It8« 
^cjarflti  of  JB^azan,  a  deliverer  of  Ruffia,  413. 
PoUmd^  a  nine  years'  war  with  Ru^»  148. 
foUt,  their  cruel  condud  ^t  Mofcow,  391  \  driven  from  Mofcowt 

4»5- 
fohi^,  nation  of,  6%  \  gained  oyer  by  prefents  and  promifes,  obferrc 
*      a  neutrality  between  the  Ruffians  and  Tatars,  iKd* ;  after  the  Alains 

had  been  difabled,  the  Tatars  attack  the  Polovtli,  6$ ;  implore  the 

alliance  of  the  RuidJans,  iHd. 
foiovificm  pnnce  is  baptifed,  56. 
foffevm^  the  JefuiC,  (ept  by  pope  Gregory  XI IL  into  Rufiia,  251  ;  bis 

pompous  reception,  257 
Pruiiin^,  the  introdudion  and  progrefi  of^  in  Ruflia,  %92 ;  improved 

(late  of,  in  jR^ufCa,  6%$. 
friflaf,  the  various  oihces  of  the,  471 ;  difpute  with  the  Earl  of  Car* 

fiile,  sKJ.,  note. 
fubowa  battle^  in  which  the  Swedes  are  defeated^  $^j^ 

^t^mtif  prince,  his  advice  to  Peter  on  diAorering  the  infidelity  of  GW 
tharine,  57a. 

JiepuiSc,  Piuto's  opinion  that  it  (hoold  not  feek  commercial  interoonrle 
or  naval  power,  431,  note, 

Remtm,  archbifhop  ot,  appointed  patriarch,  his  charafter,  378* 

ftunuMf  city  of,  a  tenth  of  their  wealth  demanded  by  the  Tatars,  8f  ; 
invefted  and  taken  by  the  Tatars,  82 ;  all  the  inhabitants  put  to  the 
fword  and  the  city  razed,  83  \  Yury  fends  afSftance  too  late,  ibid. 

ftomantff  the  hatred  of  9ons  to  the  houfe  of,  327  ;  the  falfe  charges 
brought  againft  them^  and  the  dreadful  punifliments  inflided  on 
them,  328 ;  the  jeftabliftment  of  the  houfe  of,  404. 

^ouffalii,  the  inferior  cods  of  the  woods  and  waters,  3 1 ,  note. 

fiurtif  leader  of  the  V aragians  or  Coriairs,  8 ;  founder  erf*  a  dynafty« 
which  continued  ^00  years,  o  \  defeats  and  kills  Vadime  the  V  aliant» 
14;  ipa0acreof  tike  vanquimed,  15;  his  increafed  dominion  by  the 
death  of  his  two  brothers,  1 6 ;  afligns  fome  cities  to  his  chiefs,  iildL  | 
fortifies  Novgorod  and  refides  there,  17$  rebellion  of  the  Varagiaa 
chiefs  under  Oikold  and  Dir,  18;  prevents  any  dangerous  con- 
^  fequences  arifing  from  their  revolt,  19  ^  his  death,  iM.  j  charac« 
'  tcr,  20. 

Mufiih  the  origin  of  the  empire  of,  3 ;  cruelty  in  their  hnman  facrificet » 

52 ;  introdudion  of  ChriiUanity,  iiuL  ;  the  conqueft  of  Ruffia  by  the 

Taurs,  53 ;  ftate  of,  prior  to  the  firft  incurfion  of  the  Tatars,  jfi 

\  (events  which  introduced  the  Ruffians  to  the  Tatars,  61 ;  jomed  by 

|he  Polovtfi,  6s ;  alfo  by  Mftiflaf  prince  of  Galiuh,  68 ;  the  Tatars 

are  repolfed,  69  ;  the  Ruffians  routed,  71 ;  90,000  killed^  72  ;  Ria* 

tan,  Kolomna,  and  Mufcow,  taken  by  the  Tatars,  84—89 ;  the  fe» 

fcond  Tatar  invafion,  98 ;  P^rieflalve  and  Themigof  taken  by  the 

Tatars,  i^, ;  alfo  Galitch  and  Vladimir  of  Volynia  taken,  102  y  a 

'  general  tribute  impofed  by  Bourgai,  brother  of  Baton,  iio;  date  of, 

.  iuulcr  Ivan  IIL  Vaflilieviu^  11  j  i  feveral  towns  re-onited  to  Roflia 
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by  the  anuT  of  Novgorod,  132;  principaKty  of  Iverebtained,  iHA.  * 
cannon  and  muflcets  firil  introduced  into,  135;  the  rebel  lion  of 
Mahmet  Amin,  139;  a  nine  years'  war  with  Poland^  148;  advan- 
tages derived  to,  front  the  conqueft  of  Siberia,  164;  improve<f 
commerce  of,  268;  audience  given  to  R,  Chanceiour  by  the  Czar, 
with  a  defcription  of  the  dinner  on  that  occafioiT,  275 ;  com* 
modities  of  commerce,  178;  mines  of,  2H0;  wretched  ftatc  of  the 
arts  and  literature,  281  ;  the  introdudlon  and  progrefs  of  the  art  of 
printing,  282;  the  ignorance  of  the  clergy,  1S3,  2S4,  note;  the 
grovelling  fuomiflion  of  the  people,  289,  note  j  dreadful  eflFeds  of  fa- 
mine, 320  ;  vifited  by  bands  of  robbers,  who  are  at  laft  deftroyed» 
322  ;  the  crown  of,  oflFered  to  one*  of  the  fons  of  Charles  IX.  of 
Sweden,  414;  the  eftates  aflemble  at  Mofcow,  to  efed  a  fovcreign, 
Vnd* ;  manners  and  cufloms  of  the  fixtecnth  and  fevcnteenth  cen* 
turies,  417  \  daily  meetings  in  the  market  places  to  difcufs  the  in-' 
terefts  of  the  ftate,  418  ;  exclamation  at  concluding  a  bargain,  **  If 
I  keep  not  «iy  word,  may  it  prove  my  di&race  1"  419^  their  edi- 
fices, 430 ;  beds  not  known  until  the  time  or  Peter  the  Great,  iHd.  j 
ftate  of  their  women,  421  ;  their  marriages,  425  ;  burial  up  to  the 
neck,  the  punifhment  for  a  wife  murdering  her  hufband,  'Ma. ;  2iica 
may  kill  their  wives  with  impunity,  426 ;  fathers  may  puni(h  their 
children  even  to  deat^  with  impunitv,  or  difpofe  of  them  four 
times,  427  \  their  funerals,  428  ;  mercnandize  and  commerce,  430^ 
43 1;  ftate  of  agriculture,  432  ;  a  capitation  tax  impofed,  434;  the 
boors  transferred  with  the  land  from  one  proprietor  to  another,496i 
a  tribunal  ellablifhed  to  fettle  the  difputes  between  mafters  and  fer- 
vants,«M</. ;  laws  to  regulate  apparel,437  ;  laws  refpeding  debtors  aud 
property,  ihUL^  438 ;  fports  and  recreations,  440 ;  ftate  of  the  mi«. 
litary  art,  441  ;  excellence  of  thetr  horfes  for  war,  442  ;  their  ufual 
food  in  camp,  443  y  their  clergy  confidered,  448 ;  their  fuperftition, 
449;  freedom  of  pubiic  preaching  puniihed,  4)2  ;  improvement  19 
their  buildings,  453  ;  the  improved  ftate  of  their  entertainments,' 
454;  their  drefs,  457;  the  amazing  depredations  of  gold,  jewels* 
&c.,  458;  their  baths,  459';  improved  ftate  of  the  women,  461  \  cafe 
of  a  husband  not  being  called  to  account  for  the  murder  01  his  wife, 
461,  note  ;  der(X>tifm  of,  465  ;  diftruft  of  ftrangers,  466  ;  reception 
and  public  audience  of  ambaffadors,  471,  472;  improved  ftate  of 
the  army  under  Alexis,  476  ;  the  fenate  or  council,  478 ;  progreis 
of  improvement  under  Peter,  580 ;  reform  of  the  boyarucoidvoi, 
581  ;  falaries  granted  to  the  judges,  582  ;  a  new  fabric  of  jurifpra^* 
dence  intended  to  have  been  formed,  5H3  ;  reform  in  the  coUeAioo 
of  the  revenues,  584;  a  poll-tax  eftabliihed,  586;  reform  in  the  ar* 
sny,  iind* ;  improved  ftate  of  naval  tactics,  588 ;  the  reform  of  the 
church  by  Peter,  595— 600 ;  revolutiou  of  commerce  in,  601  j  com*- 
.  inerce  with  China,  6oi* 

S^Ut  an  animal  of  Siberia,  265. 

Sapha  Guirel  fucceeds  Sheikh  Ali  in  the  principality  of  Kazan,  f  ?0; 
iofes  the  city  of  Kazan,  155  ;  cuts  his  way  through  the  Ruffian 
army  and  efcapes  to  Crim,  156  ^  is  recalled,  158  ;  breaks  his  peace 
wich  KuQia,  172  ^  is  expelled  from  his  government,  187}  finks  to  a 
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Envatle  ftation,  iWi ;  again  recalled,  190';  nearly  taken  in  one  of 
is  hunting  matches,  19 1  ;  his  forces  totally  defeated^  iBid. ;  killed 
by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  192.         * 

ScLtwmans  original  inhabitants  of  Rnflia,  4* 

SeRm  IL  Sult^  of  Conftantinople,  attempts  to  cut  a  canal  from 
the  Don  to  the  Volga,  marches  with  a  large  army,  but  they  are 
defeated  in  their  progrefs  by  the  Ruffians,  235  ;  bcfiegcs  Aftrakan, 
but  are  obliged  to  raife  the  iie^e,  236;  diiappointed  of  affiftance 
from  the  Tatars,  haraflcd  by  fatigue  and  famine,  arrives  at  Azof, 
when  the  greateft  part  of  the  remains  of  the  army  were  loft  by  a 
tcmpeft,  238. 

Sieikh  Aiit  fucceflbr  to  Mahm^t  Amin,  149;  his  difgufting  uglinefs, 
149;  a  general  revolt  againft  him,  150;  is  fucceeded  by  Sapba 
Gu^rei,  i^iV.;  emancipated  from  his  bondage,  182;  the  govern- 
ment again  rcquefted  for  him  by  the  Kazanttes,  187  ;  his  difgrace> 
188;  his  plans  to  obtain  liberty,  189J  entnifted  by  Ivan  IV.  to 
build  a  fmail  city  near  Kazan,  193  ;  the  feeming  acquiefcence  of  t)ie 
regent  of  Kazan  to  marry  him,  but  fends  him  poifoned  prefents* 
197  ;  enters  Ka2an,  198  \  hurled  from  his  blood-ftained   throncy 

199* 

Shoes,  the  conteft  in  England,  in  the  time  of  Rttfus,  reipe^ling  long- 
pointed  fhoes,  437. 

Siieria,  the  conqueil  of,  by  Ivan  IV.,  and  the  advantages  derived 
therefrom,  264;  the  produftions  of,  265. 

SidoTf  a  deacon  of  a  ceuvent  in  Mofcow,  claims  as  a  fourt|i  Demetrius, 
*  41]  ;  is  executed  on  a  tree,  412. 

Sig^mond  king  of  Poland,  his  ambition  and  tretichery,  148. 

Shutttt,  brother  of  Rurik,  8—10  ;  his  death,  16. 

Siavrwj/K,  Charles,  difcovered  to  be  the  brother  of  the  Emprefi 
Catharine,  67 8;  invefted  with  the  ribbon  of  St.  Andrew  and  the 
title  of  count,  68 1. 

SUtu  of  Rufiia,  280. 

Slavn^f  the  principal  city  of  the  Sclavonians,  its  exiftence  doubted,  4« 

Smimai,  the  uncle  of  the  falfe  Demetrius,  331. 

Smokffi  afTaulted  by  the  Lithuanians^  who  are  repulfed,  103;  fur- 
rounded  with  a  wall,  325. 

Soptna^  wife  of  Ivan  III.  VafTelievitz,  1 13. 

——,  fitter  of  Ivan  and  Peter,  efpoufes  the  caufe  of  Ivan,  and  r€- 
•ftores  him  to  the  throne,  484;  diflferentiy  defcribed  and  charac- 
terifed,  484,  note ;  the  reins  of  government  committed  to  her,  48^  5 
her  image  imprefled  upon  the  coin,  ilnd.i  note  ;  Peter  becomes  cx- 
afpcrated  agamft  her,  498  ;  dire£^s  the  Strelitzes  againft  Peter,  499  • 

.  iets  off  to  viiit  Peter,  but  is  ordered  to  return  to  Mofcow,  501  j  en- 
xieavours  to  efcape  to  Poland,  but  is  arreftcd  and  conduced  to  the 
Devitch6e  nunnery,  501  ;  doomed  to  perpetual  confinement,  i^/J.  • 
htr  chara^er,  i'^m/.  ;  her  death,  534 ;  tranflates  Moliere's  Medicm 
malgre-lni,  and  comjpofes  a  tragedy,  630,  note. 

SMhen  Battori^  king  or  Poland,  demands  the  conquefts  of  Ivan  I'^^.  in 
Lithuania  and  in  Livonia,  249  ;  fends  a  deputy  to  Ivan,  whom  he 
fends  to  prifon,  250;  retakes  Polotik,  t^iW.j  makes  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace  with  Ruffia,  254* 

Z  z  Strelitzes, 
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StreKf»es,mlitiaLf  de/cribedy  ±'j6» 

Sviaj/lf  city  built  by  Ivan  IV.  its  advantageous  pofition  for  tlie  con- 
quell  of  Kazan,  194. 

^v/V7/^^^or  Sphendoithlabusy  grandfon  of  Rurik>  his  charader, »} 

.   tbe  divifion  of  his  empire  to  his  Tons,  25. 

Sumhec  undertakes  the  regency  of  Kazan,  292;  her  feeming  ac- 
quiefcence  to  marry  Sheikh  Ali,  but  fisnds  him  poifbned  proents, 
*97. 

7atar4,  motives  for  adopting  this  fpelling  of  the  word,  53,  note;  their 
conqneft  of  Ruffiai53;  defcription  and  charafter  of  the,  54 ;  their 
dexterity  in  archery  and  hprfemanihip,  in  vrar  and  hunting,  55— $S; 
rich  in  flocks  and  herds,  ^6 ;  their  diet  particularly  horfe-flelh,  57 ; 
,  their  idolatry,  thid, ;  their  khan,  58  ;  events  which  introduced  the 
Kuflians  to  the  Tatars,  61  ;  tlieir  proceedings  againfl  Derbent,  62; 
havine  gained  over  the  Polovtfi  to  a  neutrality,  attack  and  difable 
the  Alains,  proceed  againft  the  Polovtfi,  65  ;  fend  an  emba/fy  xo  d»c 
Ruffians  who  murder  the  mcflengcrs,  67  ;  are  repulled  by  the  Rof- 
fians,  69  \  the  Ruffians  routed,  7  (  ;  90,000  of  the  Ruffians  killed, 
5*2  ;  give  no  quarter,  and  ravage  the  villages,  74;  tJieir  unintermpced 
fuccefs,  78 ;  600,000  under  the  ftandard  of  Batou,  80  ;  invcft  and 
take  the  city  of  Riazan,  82  ;  and  alfo  Kolomna,  83  •  take  Mofcow, 
84—89;  after  a  noble  refiilancc,  take  Torjok,  93  ;  proceed  towards 
Novgorod,  when  they  Aiddenly  wheel  about  and  evacuate  the  RoT- 
fian  empire,  94}  their  fccond  invafion  of  Ruffia,  98  ;  take  P^iea* 
flalve  and  TchernJgof,  ibii, ;  deputies  fent  to  Mikhail  prince  of  Kirfi 
aflfaffinated,  99  ;  attack  and  take  Kief,  100  ;  alfo  Galitch  and  Via* 
dimir  of  Volynia,  102  5  after  deftru^ive  incurfions  into  Poland,  agam 
vifit  Ruffia,  log;  Ackmet  Khan  fends  amba/Fadors  to  Ivan  III. to 
'  demand  payment  of  tribute,  who  are  executed,  126  ;  make  an  at- 
tempt to  invade  Ruffia>  but  retreat^  127 ;  after  three  years^  make 
another  attempt,  in  which  they  alfo  failed,  129;  increafe  of  thdr 
power,  165  ;  again  invade  Ruffia,  fy2  ;  their  defigns fruftrated,  fW; 
their  condu<5l  during  the  adminiftration  of  Helena,  181  ;  defeated  bf 
Ivan  IV.,  196;  prepare  to  fall  on  Ruffia,  312;  on  the  approaches 
Boris,  fubmit  to  him,  ihid. ;  the  pompous  difplay  of  the  Ruffian 
force  to  them,  313. 

Tcberemiffesf  country  of,  deftroyed  by  Ivan  III.,  117. 

TMnAu  appointed  to  the  throne  of  Kazan,  157  ;  in  a  feditiODi  i^ 
'dared  unqualified  to  reign,  158  ;  is  maiFacred,  ibid. 

TempUy  Sir  William,  anecdote  of,  638,  note, 

Teutonic  order,  knights  of  that  order,  the  form  of  admtffion,  105. 

Theodora^  the  wife  of  Juftinian,  compared  with  Catharine,  566. 

Theodofiaf  the  modern  Krtffa,  attacked  by  Vladimir,  43;  which  he 
takes  and  becomes  mafterof  the  whole  CheribDefei44. 

,  daughter  of  Fidor,  her  birth,  305  ;  joy  at  her  birth,  y^» 

her  deiith  in  the  ^r^  year  of  Jjcr  age.  Hid. 

7heophanef9  archbiihop  of  Novgorod,  affills  Peter  in  the  reform  rf  the 
church,  6oo. 

Truvor,  brother  of  Rurik,  8 — lO;  his  death,  16. 
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JTaJbrn  the  Valiant,  14 ;  defeated  and  killed  bv  Rurik»  itid. 

VarapatUy  or  Carfairs>  7 ;  ihake  oS,  their^  alleeiance  to  Rorikf  and 
enter  under  the  banners  of  Oikold  and  DiFf  18. 

VajjpiVJ*  IvanovitZy  his  reign >  144;  concludes  treaties  with  Pdand 
and  Mildei  Guerei  khan  of  the  Crim,  \hid,\  marches  loOfOOomea 
;^ainft  Kazan,  145 ;  the  fucceilive  defeat  of  both  the  armies,  tlni. ; 
marches  ijoyooo  men  towards  Kazan,  but  is  defeated,  151  ; 
and  a  part  of  his  army  defeat  the  Tatars,  but  afterwards  retreat, 
152;  after  fix  years  he  again  attacks  Kazan,  and  fucceeds,  154 1 
grants  a  peace  to  the  inhabitants  of  Kazan,  157 ;  his  death  ana 
charaiter,   158. 

.-r Ivanovii%  Cbomfitt^  his  chara<5ter,  360 ;  the  merciful  condud  of 

the  falfe  Demetrius  to  him,  382  ;  is  afterwards  convifted  of  treaibn, 
and  again  his  life  faved  by  the  interceffion  of  the  widow  of  Ivan^  383  5 
reftored  to  his  original  honours,  3S4. 

yituRmir,  fon  of  S viatoflaf ,  oppofes  and  fubdues  his  brother  Yaropolk,  24. 

—  and  Yaropolk,  both  demand  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of  Rog- 

volode,  prince  of  Poke  fit,  who  makes  choice  of  Yaropolk, 
25;  attacks  the  prince  of  Potolflc,  whom,  with  his  two  fons, 
he  kills,  and  marries  the  princefs,  26}  attacks  and  takes  th« 
town  of  Kief,  ihiii, ;  puniihes  the  perfidy  of  BJude  with  death,  29  ; 
his  bold  and  faithful  Varagians  urge  a  tribute  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Kief;  he  eludes  their  dediands,  and,  having  recovered 
ftrength,  permits  them  to  embark  for  Greece,  and  advifes  his  By- 
zantine ally  to  difperfe  them  into  various  parts  of  his  dominions,  30; 
his  fierce  and  uncultivated  mind,  32 ;  his  cruelty  in  human  £icri- 
fices,  Hid. ;  his  extenfive  authority,  39 ;  attacks  Theodofia,  the  mo- 
dem Kaffa,  43  ;  his  addrefs  to  the  AJmighty  on  that  occafion,  iBid* ; 
Theodofia  fun-cnders,  and  he  becomes  mailer  of  the  whole  Cherfo- 
Defe,  44;  is  baptized,  and  marries  Anne,  After  of  the  £mperor8 
'  Bafil  and  Conftantine,  45 ;  deftroys  Peroun  their  god  of  thunder, 
46 ;  fettles  the  fief  of  Novgorod  on  his  fon,  who  rebels  againft  hiniy 
50;  his  death  and  chara^er,  ibid. 
—- ,  fon  of  Yury,  reduced  to  the  habit  of  a  Tat:ir  flave,  84- 

. ranked  in  the  calendar  of  faints,  52. 

taken  by  the  Tatars  with  horrid  cruelty,  84—89  j  the  cathe- 
dral burnt,  with  the  archbilhop  and  the  grandees,  90* 
y/evolod  attempts  the  fuccour  of  Kolomna,  )ii  ^  mafiacred  at  the  taking 
of  Vladimir,  89. 

iValpokf  Lord  Horatio,  anecdote  of,  638. 

War^  civil  and  foreign,  charadlerizcd  by  Lord  Bacon,  219,  note. 
WUhougby,  Sir  Henry,  his  voyage  for  difcovrerics,  %»i'^  himfelf  and 
.  crew  perifhed  in  the  bay  of  the  river  Azina  in  Ruffian  Lapland  ayi. 
fFiiehcraftf  many  perfons  fufpeded  of,  are  burnt,  78. 

Yaropolht  fon  of  Sviatoflaf,  invades  his  brother  OloTs  dominions,  which 
become  the  fruits  of  his  viftory,  23  ;  he  and  Vladimir  both  de- 
mand the  hand  of  the  daughter  of  Rog\'olode,  prince  of  Poltefk, 
who  makes  choice  of  Yaropolk,  25  j  fubmits  to  the  mercy  of  Vladi- 
mir, but  was  afiafiinated  by  his  Varagians,  27. 

Tarajlaff  Vladimrovet%,  fummons  the  Germans  to  his  aid,  107  •  car- 
ries defolation  to  Novgorod,  and  feizes  on  Plefkof,  108.  * 
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Tot  index: 

tjr^^obtabtthe  ficFtfTNovg^rodof  UsfatfherVlftdm  and  rebeb 
ogainii:  Um,  50 ;  his  d«figti  to  deftnrf  the  city  of  Rig^a,  oppoied  by 
the  citizens  of  Pleikof,  77  j  grafps  the  fceptrc  of  his  brother^  97 1 
oreithrows  the  Lithuanians*  lojf ;  fubmits  to  the  Tatars,  109. 

2«nr  the  fecood,  his  charader,  M;  his  carelefs  fecority,  81  ;  fends 
aii^lance  too  late  to^  the  city  ef  Riazan,  83 ;  calls  forth  his  dor- 
mant coarage,  91 ;  is  killed  in  the  moment  when  his  fuccefs  was 
donhtfisly  and  the  Ruffians  vanquifhed*  92. 

Zu^p  Emperor  of  the  Mongnk  and  Tatars*  progrefs  of  his  arms,  61  \ 

his  lieutenants  take  the  city  of  Shamakee,  iliJ. 


FINIS. 
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